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PREFACE. 


In  writing  this  History,  it  has  been  my  wish  to  secure  Medford  such  terri- 
tory in  time  as  its  acres  are  territory  in  space.  The  gathering  of  these 
annals  has  been  too  long  delayed  Time,  moth,  and  rust  have  done  their 
&tal  work  on  many  valuable  materials;  and  some  gentlemen,  who  felt  a 
dieep  interest  in  their  native  town,  have  died  vrithout  leaving  any  manu- 
script testimonies.  When  the  history  of  New  England  shall  be  written, 
the  true  data  will  be  drawn  from  the  records  of  its  towns.  Now,  therefore, 
in  humble  imitation  of  those  States  in  our  Union  which  have  contributed 
each  its  block  of  granite,  marble,  or  copper  to  the  National  Monument  at 
Wafihington,  I  ask  leave  to  offer  Medford's  historical  contribution  to  the 
undecaying  pyiamidic  monument  which  justice  and  genius  will  hereafter 
raise  to  the  character  and  institutions  of  New  England. 

The  records  of  the  first  forty  years  are  lost  I  have  reproduced  them, 
as  fiu  as  I  could,  from  documents  in  the  General  Court  relating  to  our  ear- 
liest history ;  from  several  monuments  of  the  first  settlers,  which  are  yet 
standing  among  us ;  from  authentic  traditions  which  were  early  recorded ; 
and  from  collateral  histories  of  the  neighboring  towns.  To  find  the  lost, 
and  remember  the  forgotten,  seems  to  be  the  province  of  the  local  annalist. 
From  the  moment  I  reached  the  first  town-records  of  Medford  (1674),  I 
implicitly  followed  those  excellent  guides.  Where  I  could  save  space  by 
abbreviations,  without  altering  the  sense,  I  have  occasionally  done  so  in  my 
quotations,  and  have  used  our  modem  orthography.  The  spirit  of  anti- 
quarian research,  now  beginning  to  show  itself  will  lead  to  the  discovery  of 
many  fects  concerning  the  early  history  of  Medford  which  are  beyond  my 
reach.  These  may  soon  render  necessary  a  new  history  of  the  town ;  and 
I  hope  it  may  be  undertaken  by  a  person  whose  ability  and  leisure  will 
enable  him  to  do  &r  greater  justice  to  the  subject  than  has  been  within 
my  power. 

There  are  no  foot-notes  in  this  volume.  My  reason  for  incorporating 
such  matter  with  the  text  is  this :  whenever  notes  are  printed  at  the  bottom 
of  a  page,  it  is  expected  they  will  be  read  in  at  the  place  where  the  asterisk 
in  the  text  directs.  If  the  note  is  put  there  to  he  read  in  there,  why  not 
put  it  into  the  text  at  that  place,  and  thus  save  the  eye  the  trouble  of  wan- 
dering down  to  the  bottom  of  the  page  to  hunt  up  the  note,  and  then 
wandering  back  again  to  find  the  spot  whence  it  started  on  its  search  P  If 
the  new  mode  I  have  adopted  should  prove  inconvenient  to  readers,  they 
must  so  declare  against  it  that  no  writer  will  follow  the  example. 

I  have  received  great  help  from  the  Massachusetts  Colony  Records ;  and 
Dr.  N.  B.  Shubtleff's  beautifid  edition  of  them  is  a  noble  monument  to  a 
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&ithful  student  and  public  bene&ctor.  I  have  also  gathered  much  from  the 
Historical  Collections  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  —  from  Win- 
throp,  Hutchinson,  "Wood,  and  other  early  TOters;  and  especially  from 
the  registries  of  Deeds  and  Probate.  Mr.  FROxniNGnAM^s  ^*  History  of 
Charlesto-^n  "  is  invaluable.  I  have  obtained  less  information  from  old  manu- 
scripts in  Medford  than  I  expected.  Many  such  important  papers,  long  since 
collected  here,  have  been  irrecoverably  scattered,  I  have  received  aid  from 
Caleb  Swan,  Esq.,  of  New  York  •,  from  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Hall,  the  accurate 
town-clerk ;  from  Rev.  Samuel  Sewall,  Mr.  W.  B.  Siiedd,  and  sevenJ 
other  friends.  To  each  and  all  I  would  here  offer  my  sincere  thanks.  To 
Messrs.  William  Tufts,  of  Boston,  George  W.  Porter  and  Peter  C. 
Hall,  of  Medford,  I  owe  special  acknowledgments  for  their  examination 
of  my  proof-sheets.  The  Register  of  Families  has  been  prepared  by  my 
young  friend,  Mr.  William  H.  Whitmore,  of  Boston.  With  the  patience 
that  belongs  to  older  scholars,  with  an  accuracy  that  belongs  to  a  true  lover 
of  genealogical  inquirj^  and  with  a  generosity  that  issues  from  a  Christian 
heart,  he  has  devoted  himself  to  these  researches ;  and  every  fiimily  men- 
tioned in  the  Register  owes  him  a  debt  of  gratitude.     Collegisse  juvat. 

By  means  of  printed  circulars  and  public  addresses  in  1853,  '54,  and  '55, 
I  gave  very  urgent  invitations  to  all  the  living  descendants  of  our  ancestors, 
and  to  all  the  present  inhabitants  of  Medford,  to  furnish  me  with  genealo- 
gical registers  of  their  families,  promising  to  insert  all  they  might  send. 
Many  have  complied  with  these  requests,  and  many  have  not,  I  regret 
exceedingly  that  fimiilics,  who  alone  possess  the  requisite  information,  should 
have  withheld  it.  It  is  a  serious  loss  to  our  historj',  and  may  hereafter  be 
regretted  by  themselves.  In  this  respect,  the  history  of  a  town  is  apt  to 
disappoint  ever}body.  These  registers  of  early  femilies  in  New  England 
will  contain  the  only  authentic  records  of  the  true  Anglo-Saxon  blood 
existing  among  us  j  for,  if  foreign  immigration  should  pour  in  upon  us  for 
the  next  fifty  years  as  it  has  for  the  last  thirty,  it  will  become  difficult  for 
any  man  to  prove  that  he  has  descended  from  the  Plymouth  Pilgrims. 

I  have  introduced  much  collateral  histor}',  as  illustrative  of  local  laws, 
ideas,  and  customs.  The  true  history  of  a  town  is  nearly  an  epitome 
of  that  of  the  State.  It  is  not  a  single  portrait,  but  a  full-length  figure 
amidst  a  group,  having  the  closest  relations  to  all  contemporary  life,  and 
tcf  all  surrounding  objects.  To  neglect  these  accessory  circumstances  and 
illustrations,  is  to  leave  all  life  out  of  historic  details,  and  convert  history 
into  a  wide,  silent  field  of  graves,  ruins,  and  darkness.  I  have  spared  no 
pains  or  expense  in  collecting  materials  for  this  work ;  but  my  chief  solici- 
tude has  been  concerning  its  accuracy.  In  no  case  have  I  recorded  a  &ct, 
or  drawn  an  inference,  without  having  satisfiictory  historical  evidence  of  its 
truth.  K  my  labors  shall  help  to  fix  Medford  in  the  elevated  rank  it  now 
holds  in  the  State,  and  shall  stimulate  future  generations  to  deserve  and 
attain  a  higher,  my  proudest  hopes  will  be  realized.  That  peace  may  far 
ever  he  within  its  walU,  and  prosperity  unihin  its  palaces,  is  the  fervent 
prayer  of  its  humble  friend, 
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CHAPTER  I. 


NAME  AND  LOCATION. 

Medford,  a  town  in  Middlesex  County,  Massachusetts,  lies 
in  42^  25'  14^'  42,  north  latitude,  and  71°  07'  14^'  32,  west 
longitude.  It  is  about  five  miles  N.  N.  W.  from  the  State 
House  in  Boston ;  and  about  four  miles  N.  W.  by  N.  from 
Banker-Hill  Monument.  It  borders  on  Somerville,  West 
Cambridge,  Winchester,  Stoneham,  Melrose,  and  Maiden. 

It  received  the  name  of  Meadford  from  the  adventurers 
who  arrived  at  Salem,  in  May,  1630,  and  came  thence  to 
settle  here  in  June.  When  these  first  comers  marked  the 
flatness  and  extent  of  the  marshes,  resembling  vast  meads  or 
meadows,  it  may  have  been  this  peculiarity  of  sur&ce  which 
suggested  the  name  of  Meadford,  or  the  '^  great  meadow." 
In  one  of  the  earliest  deeds  of  sale  it  is  written  Metford,  and 
in  the  records  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  1641,  Meadfoard. 
The  Selectmen  and  Town-clerks  often  spelled  it  Meadford ; 
but,  after  April,  1715,  it  has  been  uniformly  written  Medford. 
No  reason  is  given  for  these  changes ;  and  why  it  received 
its  first  name,  history  does  not  tell  us.  Josselyn  in  1638, 
writes  thus :  '^  On  the  north-west  side  of  the  (Mystic)  river 
is  the  town  of  Mistick,  three  miles  from  Charlestown,  a  league 
and  a  half  by  water."  This  author  gives  the  name  of  Mis- 
tick  to  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  reports  a 
thriving  population  as  then  gathered  between  the  two  brick 
houses^  odled  fortSy  which  are  yet  standing.  At  that  early 
period,  boundary  lines  were  indefinitely  settled,  and  names  as 
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indefinitely  appUecL     It  waa  afterwards  the  mteDtion  of  sor 
to  unite  Mr,  Cradock'i,  5Ir*  Wiuthrop's^  Mr*  Wilion's,  and 
Mr^  Nowell^B  lands  in  one  township,  and  call  it  Mystie. 


BOUND  AEIES. 


Medfards  until  1640,  was  surrounded  hy  Charlestown, 
which  embraced  Maiden,  Stoneham,  Woburn,  Burlington, 
Somerville,  a  part  of  Cam b ridge.  West  Cambridge,  and 
Medford.  At  a  Court  holden.at  Boston,  April  1,  1634: 
**  There  is  two  hundred  acres  of  land  granted  to  Mr.  Increase 
Nowell,  lying  and  being  on  the  west  side  of  North  RiTer,  called 
Three*raile  Brook"  ( Maiden  River),  "  There  is  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  granted  to  Mr.  John  Wilson,  Pastor  of  the  Church 
in  Boston,  lying  next  the  land  granted  to  Mr.  Nowell  on  the 
south,  and  next  Meadford  on  the  north*"  Med  ford  bounds 
would  have  run  to  Maiden  River,  had  not  these  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  intervened.  Outside  of  this  narrow  strip  were  the 
first  boundaries  of  Medford  on  the  north-cast.  The  north  and 
north-western  bounds  w^ere  the  **  Rocks  ]"  that  range  of 
granite  hills,  of  which  Fine  Hill  forms  a  part.  The  line  ran 
north  of  Symmes'  Corner,  and  struck  Symmes'  river.  The 
Pond  and  Mystic  River  formed  the  southern  and  wester 
boundaries. 

As  proof  of  these  statements,  we  have  the  following 
records  ;  General  Court,  July  ^,  1633,  —  "  It  is  ordered  that 
the  ground  lying  betwixt  the  North  River  and  the  Creek  on 
the  north  side  of  Mr.  Maverick's,  and  so  up  into  the  country, 
shall  belong  to  the  inhabitants  of  Charlestown."  **  General 
Court  holden  at  Newtown,  March  4,  1634.  All  the  ground, 
as  well  upland  as  meadow,  lying  and  being  betwixt  the  land 
of  Mr*  Nowell  and  Mr,  Wilson,  on  the  east,  and  the  parti- 
tion betwixt  Mystick  bounds  on  the  west,  bounded  with 
Mistick  River  on  the  south  and  the  Rocks  on  the  north,  is 
granted  to  Mr.  Mathew  Cradock^  merchant,  to  enjoy  to  him 
and  his  heirs  for  ever.** 

General  Court,  March  3, 1635.  —  *' Ordered,  That  the  land 
formerly  granted  to  Mr,  Mathew  Cradock,  merchant,  shall  ex- 
tend a  mile  into  the  country  from  the  river-side  in  all  places." 

General  Court,  March  3,  1636,  —  "Ordered,  That  Charles- 
town  bounds  shall  run  eight  miles  into  the  country,  from 
their  meeting-house,  if  no  other  bounds  intercept^  reserving 
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^  propriety  of  farms  granted  to  Jolm  Winthrop^  Esq,,  Mr, 
Nowell,  Mr.  Cradock,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  to  the  owners  thefeof, 
aa  also  free  ingress  and  egress  for  the  servanta  and  cattle  of  , 
the  Baid  gentlemen,  and  common  for  their  cattle  on  the  back 
side  of  Mr,  Cradock'i  fai-m," 

General  Court,  Oct.  T,  1640. — "  Mn  Tynge,  Mn  Samuel 
Sheephardj  and  Goodman  Edward  Converse,  are  to  set  out  the 
bounds  hetween  Charlestowii  and  ilr.  Cradock's  farm  on  the 
north  side  of  Mistick  River  "  (Stoneham  and  Maiden), 

a  Joystick  Side  "  was  the  first  name  of  Maiden  ;  "  Mystick 
Fields  "  the  name  of  the  land  on  the  south  side  of  Mystic 
River  from  Winter  Hill  to  Medford  Pond. 

April  13,  1687,  —  The  inhabitants  of  Medford  appointed 
three  gentlemen,  who,  in  conjunction  with  three  appointed 
by  Cbarlestown,  were  directed  to  fix  the  boundaries  between 
the  two  towns* 

That  Committee  report  as  follows :  **  We  have  settled  and 
marked  both  stakes  and  lots  as  foOoweth  t  From  the  Creek 
in  the  salt  marsh  by  a  ditch  below  WiJson's  farm  and  Medford 
£Bjrm  to  a  atake  and  heap  of  stones  out  of  the  swamps  then 
tnrmng  to  a  savin -tree  and  to  three  stakes  more  to  heaps  of 
I  stones  within  George  Blanchard's  field  with  two  stakes  more 
and  heaps  of  stones  standing  all  on  the  upland,  and  so  round 
from  stake  to  stake  as  the  swamp  runneth,  and  then  straight 
to  a  stake  on  the  south  side  of  the  house  of  Joseph  Blanch*  < 
ard's  half,  turning  then  to  another  oak,  an  old  marked  tree, 
thence  to  a  maple- tree,  old  marks,  thence  unto  two  young 
maples,  new  marked,  and  thence  to  three  stakes  to  a  creek- 
head,  thence  straight  to  the  corner  line  on  the  south  side  of 
the  country  road  leading  to*'  —  (Maiden),  How  soon  muat 
Bench  marks  and  bounds  be  effaced  or  removed ! 

Oct.  £3,  1702, — ^  Medford  voted  to  petition  the  General 
Court  to  have  a  tract  of  land,  lying  in^the  south  of  Andoveii  ^ 
(two  miles  square)  set  off  to  it. 

May  24, 17S4-  —  Medford  voted,  "  That  the  town  will  pe- 
tition for  a  tract  of  land  beginning  at  the  southerly  end  of 
Medford  line,  on  the  easterly  side  of  s^d  town,  running 
there  eastward  on  Charlestown  to  the  mouth  of  Maiden 
Biter,  there  running  nearly  northward  on  the  said  Maiden  I 
River  to  the  mouth  of  **  Creek  Head  Creek,*'  there  rimning^l 
with  said  creek  to  Medford  easterly  line.  And  also  a  piece 
of  kad  on  the  northerly  side  of  said  Medford,  bounded 
Milerly  on  Maiden  line,  northerly  on  Stoneham  and  Wobum 
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line,  westerly  on  the  line  betwixt  Mr.  Symmes'  ^id  Gardner'e 
farm,  running  there  northward  to  Mystic  Pond,  with  the 
the  inhabitants  thereof.*' 

March  SI,  1735.  —  Vot^d  "to  choose  a  Committee  to  join 
with  the  Committee  of  Ctmrlestown,  to  settle  the  bounds  of 
the  iaid  town  on  the  north-westerly  part  of  said  bounds, 
which  have  been  disputed/* 

May  14,  1744, — Voted  to  choose  a  Committee  to  settle 
with  Charie Blown  the  bounds  between  the  two  towns  *^  near     _ 
the  place  called  Mystic  Pond**'  ^H 

''March  7,  1748.  —  Put  to  vote  to  know  the  mind  of  di^H 
town,  whether  they  will  choose  a  Committee  to  use  their  best 
endeavors  to   have   the  lands  with  their  inhabitants,  now 
belonging  to  Charlestown,  added  to  this  town,  which  now 
are  on  the  southerly  and  northerly  sides  of  this  town." 

This  was  not  successfiU;  but.  May  14,  1753,  the  effort 
was  renewed ;  and  the  town  asks  for  2,800  acres,  and  was 
successful. 

The  bounds,  mentioned  in  the  petition  to  the  General 
Court,  were  as  follows :  *'  On  the  southerly  side,  those  that 
the  town  petitioned  for  in  the  year  1738 ;  and  those  on  thu 
northerly  side,  bounded  northerly  on  Stoneham,  on  the  town 
of  Woburn  and  by  the  northerly  bounds  of  Mr.  William 
Symmes'  farm,  and  easterly  on  Maiden,"  The  bounds  desig- 
nated in  the  petition  of  March  6,  1738,  are  as  follows :  '*  The 
southerly  tract  lying  in  Charlestown  bounded  northerly  with 
the  (river)  ,  .  ,  westerly  with  the  westerly  bounds  of  Mr- 
Smith's,  Mr.  Joseph  Tufts'  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Tufts'  £arms, 
and  then  running  from  the  southerly  corner  of  Mr.  Jonathan 
Tufts'  farm,  eastward  straight  to  the  westerly  comer  of  CoL 
Iloyal*s  (arm ;  a^ain  westerly  with  the  westerly  bounds  of 
CoL  Royal's  farm ;  again  southerly  with  its  southerly  bounds, 
and  then  running  from  the  south-easterly  corner  thereof  ea£t* 
ward  straight  to  Medford  River," 

The  action  of  the  Legislature  is  thus  recorded :  '*  April 
18,  1754*  John  Quincy,  Esq*,  brought  down  the  petition  of 
the  town  of  Medford,  as  entered  the  17th  December  last, 
with  a  report  of  a  Committee  of  both  houses.  Signed  —  Jos. 
Pynchon." 

'*  Passed  in  Council ;  riz, :  In  Council,  April  17th,  1754. 
Bead  and  accepted,  with  the  amendment  at  A  ;  and  ordered , 
That  the  lands  within  mentioned,  together  with  the  inhabi* 
tants  thereon^  be  and  hereby  are  set  off  firom  the  town 
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*-  Charleitoini  to  the  town  of  Madford  accotdhigly*  Sent  down 
for  concurrence*     Read  and  concurred/* 

Tliui  on  the  Itth  of  April,  1754,  Medford  was  enlaiged 
by  ill  it«  torritojy  now  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  river* 

March  13,  1771* — A  committee  was  chosen  by  the 
inhabtlants  of  Medford,  "to  run  the  lines  anew  hetween 
Charlestowji  and  Medford,  and  tet  up  some  monuments 
between  the  towns/*  A  joint  Committee  met,  and  set  up 
twenty-two  posts  as  metes >  For  present  bounds,  see  Wal* 
Hug's  map. 

Kov.  H,  1647*  —  The  town  shall  be  perambulated  once 
in  three  yeai^. 


PONDS. 


H  Medf&rd  Pond,  —  This  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  though 
cousin-german  to  the  sea,  is  as  quiet  and  retired  as  if  it 
never  received  a  visit  from  the  Atlantic  waters.  It  ia  about 
three  ndles  in  circumference,  half  a  mile  in  width,  and  no- 
where more  than  eighty  feet  in  depth.  It  is  divided  into  nearly 
equal  parts  by  a  shoal  called  the  PartingSj  where  was  a  road 
used  by  several  persons,  some  of  whom  are  yet  living.  The 
lands  on  each  side  are  slightly  elevated,  and  in  future  times 
win  doubtless  be  filled  with  country  seats,  A  brook,  origin- 
ating  in  Leidngton  and  flowing  through  West  Cambridge, 
enters  the  south  pond  at  the  western  edge ;  and  another,  flow- 
through  Bacon ville,  enters  the  north  pond  at  the  north ; 
tiese  are  dl  the  fresh-water  tributary  supplies  of  which 
it  can  boast.  Every  twelve  hours,  it  is  raised  from  two  to 
Pirix  inches,  by  the  inflowing  tide  through  Mystic  Kiver ;  said 
'  river  finding  its  source  in  the  bosom  of  these  waters,  and  its 
end  in  the  sea. 

On  the  Medford  side  dwelt  the  Indian  chief;  and  that 
place  was  a  favorite  resort  of  the  tribes  visiting  the  sea-shore^ 
or  fishing  for  shad  and  alewives. 


J^Qt  Pmd,  —  ^  Feb.  7,  1632.  The  Governor,  Mr,  Nowell,  Mr. 
i^liot,  and  others,  went  over  Mistic  Eiver  at  Medford;  and,  going 
N»  and  by  E.  amoug,  the  rocks  about  two  or  three  miles,  they 
eaixie  to  a  very  great  pond,  haviog  in  the  midst  an  island  of  about 
43ne  acrCf  and  rety  thick  with  trees  of  pine,  beech  [birch] ;  and 
llie  pond  had  divers  small  rocks  striding  up  here  and  there  in  it, 
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saili.     They  were  Bometimes  drawn  with  ropes  by  men 
_irho  walked  on  the  bank. 

There  was  a  ford  across  this  stream  at  the  Wear  till  1748, 
J  ford  in  the  centre  of  Medford  continued  in  use  till  1639, 
I  was  about  ten  rods  above  the  bridge*    The  Penny  Ferry ^ 
Mftlden  Bridge  now  is,  was  established  by  Charles - 
_  April  %  1640,  and  continued  to  September  ^8,  1787. 
TWe  was,  till  recently,  but  one  island  in  the  riyer,  and 
:  ia  near  the  shore  in  Maiden,  at  Moulton's  Point,  and  ia 
tiled  *' White  Island/'     Two  have  since  been  made;  one 
by  ratting   through  *'  Labor   in  Vain,"  and  the  other  by 
itnugbtening  the  passage  above  the  bridge* 
The  depth  of  the  river  is  remarkable  for  one  so  narrow, 
'  iu  freedom  from  suaken  rocks  and  dangerous  shoala 
ore  remarkable  stilL     Its  banks  are  generally  very  steep, 
>Wiiig  that  it  becomes  wider  with  age,  if  it  changes  at  all* 
It  has  not  probably  changed  its   current   much  since  our 
Tf  first  saw  it  j  and  the  marshes  through  which  it  flows 
to  our  eyes  as   they  did  to   theirs.      Few  events  of 
ttraordinary  interest  have  been  witnessed  upon  its  waters. 
Tie  well-known  curve  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  near  "the 
extending  more  than  half  a  mile,  made  the  passage 
ad  it  so  difficult,  especially  with  sails,  that  it  soon  received 
I  lujne  of  Labor  in  Vain,     It  often  became  necessary  for 
.  to  drag  boats  round  a  part  of  this  narrow  strip  of  land, 
of  ropes  stretched  to  the  shore.     In  1761,  the 
Its  of   Medford  proposed  to  cut  a  canal  across  thia 
Limula ;  and  they  voted  to  do  it,  if  it  could  be  done  by  sub- 
iption  I     The  expense  was  found  to  fall  upon  so  few  that 
the  plan  failed*     Within  our  day  it  has  been  accomplished. 
In  the  revolutionary  war,  our  river  was  occasionally  a  resort 
vifety*     August  6,  1775^  Mr.  Nowell  says:  "This  day, 
drniighmg  up  Mistick  River.    Several  soldiers  brought  over 
I  (Boston )  wounded.    The  house  at  Penny  Ferry,  Maiden 
burnt"     August  IStii  he  says ;    '*  Several  Gondaloea 
up  Mistick  River,  upon  which  the  Provincials  (Med- 
I  and  they  had  a  skirmish;  many  shots  were  exchanged^ 
lit  nothing  decisive.*' 
Lightering  had  become  so  extensive  a  business  as  to  need 
»wy  bciltty ;  and  in  April,  1797,  the  town  chose  a  Com- 
nuttee  to  examine  the  bed  and  banks  of  the  river ;  and,  if  they 
and  that  any  clearing  was  necessary,  they  were  empowered 
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March  7, 1803.  — A  Committee  was  appomted  by  the  to 
'^  to  ficd  out  what  rights  the  town  has  on  the  river," 

Ship-building  made  the  riyer  an  object  of  %ital  importance  ; 
and,  while  the  tonnage  of  the  ships  was  smalls  the  deptli 
of  water  was  deemed  sufficient ;  yet  there  were  many  who 
wiihed  the  town  might  widen  and  deepen  the  bed,  SeYeral 
applications  were  made,  but  always  without  success.  In 
June,  18S6,  an  effort  was  made  in  earnest;  but  the  impret* 
sion  with  the  majority  of  voters  was,  that  no  expense  n©ed 
be  incurred  until  some  vessel  had  found  it  impossible  to  float 
down  on  the  highest  tides.  This  misfortnne  never  occurred* 
It  always  has  had  depth  of  water  sufficient  to  float  any  empty, 
unrigged  ship  of  2^500  tons.  March  14^  184S,  the  town 
voted  to  remove  and  prevent  all  obstructioBs  to  the  free  ebb 
and  flow  of  the  water. 

At  the  time  when  Med  ford  was  the  centre  of  conBiderable 
trade ;  when  vessels  were  loaded  at  our  wharves  for  the  West 
India  markets ;  when  bark  and  wood  were  brought  from 
Maine,  and  we  had  rich  and  active  merchants  among  ns ;  at 
that  time  it  was  no  unusual  sight  to  see  two,  four,  or  fix 
sloops  and  schooners  at  our  wharves^  and  as  noany  in  our 
riven 

Soon  after  Fulton  had  propelled  vessels  by  steam^  a  Tessel 
80  propelled  came  up  our  river  to  Medford,  and  was  here 
repaired. 

The  number  of  adult  persons  who  have  been  drowned  m 
Mystic  Biver  is  not  small.  In  the  early  records,  deaths 
in  this  way  are  often  noticed*  About  fifty  years  ago,  there 
seemed  something  like  fatality  in  this  matter.  One  death  by 
drowning  occurred  each  year,  through  so  many  years  in  sue* 
cession,  that  the  inhabitants  got  to  think  that  there  was  a 
river-god  J  who  would  have  his  annual  sacrifice , 

On  the  borders  of  this  stream,  there  have  always  existed 
what  are  now  called  "  landings/*  These  were  used  by  th<? 
Indians  for  rendezvous  during  their  annual  fishing  seasons. 
Afterwards  they  were  used  by  our  fathers  for  loading  and  un* 
loading  of  sloops  and  schooners.  Later  still,  they  were  used 
by  our  fishermen  for  emptying  their  nets.  Some  have  recently 
been  occupied  as  ship-yards.  In  the  Wade  Family  there  is  a 
tradition  that  their  anceetor.  Major  Jonathan  Wade,  gave  to 
the  town,  about  the  year  1680,  the  landing  place  now  ooca* 
pied  by  Mr*  J,  T*  Foster, 

Feb.  81,  1698,^ — At  this  time  the  river  was  frozen,  as  it  is 


m  our  day.     Judge  Sewall,  under  this  date,  says :  "  I  rode 

|a%'er  to  Ckarlestown  on  the  ice^  then  over  to  Stower's  (Chel* 
lea),  60  to  Mr*  Wiggles  worth.     The  snow  was  so  deep  that  I 
pad  a  hard  joamey  ;  could  go  but  a  foot-pace  on  Mystic  River, 
fhe  soow  was  so  deep.*' 
The  absence  of  epidemics  in  Medford  is  to  be  attributed 
tQ  pigut  to  the  presence  of  our  river.     At  high  tide  the  water 
is  bmckisb ;  and,  at  the  spring  tides,  quite  salt*    As  the  banks 
^^re  wet  anew  by  the  rising  tide  every  twelve  hours,  and  are 
^■eft  to  dry  when  the  waters  run  out,  the  exhalations  from 
^Khis  opeiation  are  great  every  day,  though  invisible ;  and  they 
Hnittlc  the  atmosphere,  and  cleanse  it,  and  make  it  healthy* 
The  exftct  reverse  of  this  would  be  the  case,  if  there  could 
be  m  fresh-water  tide,  which  should  leave  fresh-water  vege- 
tmbles  exposed  every  day  to  the  action  of  the  sun*     This 
bcttodful  and  breathing  stream,  which  seems  to  have  studied 
I^^Ad  l&Wi  of  grace,  as  it  winds  and  wreathes  itself  through  the 
^^^KfvXe,  has  one  more  claim  to  notice,  if  not  to  gratitude* 
^^^TOic  boys  of  Medford  how  welcome  are  its  waters  through 
the  warm  season  1     So  yivid  are  our  recollections  of  our  daily 
bath  in  this  beloved  river,  that  we  think  it  worth  while  for 

K rents  to  send  their  children  from  the  country  here  to  school, 
only  to  strengthen  and  delight  them  with  a  salt  bath  in  the 
ystie. 

BROOKS. 


That  which  runs  a  short  distance  east  of  the  West  Med- 

»rd  Depot,  on  the  Lowell  Bailroad,  was  called  fVhitmore^i 

iBr^k  aiter  the  pious  deacon,  whose  house  was  on  the  north 

side  of  High  Street^  about  two  rods  west  of  the  brook.     It 

in  "  Bear  Meadow;" 

hfarbte  Broofe,  now  called  "Meeting-house  Brook,"  crosses 

gh  Street  about  forty  rods  north-east  of  "Eock  HilL"     In 

J,  «melts  resort  to  it  in  great  numbers. 
The  brook  or  creek  over  which  Gravelly  Bridge  is  built 
called  "  Gravelly  Creek,"  but  more  lately  "  Pine  Hill 
Hnjok*"     The  stream  is  small,  but  much  swelled  by  winter 
It  has  its  source  in  Turkey  Swamp« 
The  brook  which  crosses  the  road,  at  a  distance  of  a  quar- 
Ptar  of  i  mile  south  of  the  "  Royal  House,"  was  named 
f*' Winter  Brook."     It  has  its  source  near  the  foot  of  Walnut 
HOL 
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']  tJ:  't.-.sl  cornmandin?  the  widest  prospect,  and  most  visited 
oy  pI<:aVviro  parties,  is  "  Pine  Hill/*  in  the  north-east  part  of 
♦r.'i  •own,  r.ear  Spot  Pond.  As  part  of  the  low  range  of  hills, 
'.jii'rd  *]tfi  "  liocks,"  which  runs  east  and  west,  and  nearly 
Ti.'trVh  rhf:  northern  boundary  of  the  town,  it  is  the  highest. 
It  was  covered  with  as  dense  a  forest  as  its  thin  soil  on  the 
ffffk  could  sustain.  In  early  time  the  wood  was  burned. 
W'lien  the  array  was  stationed  near  ns,  in  1775-6,  the  wood 
wa->  cut  off,  in  part,  for  its  supply.  After  then  it  grew^  and 
within  twenty  years  has  been  a  thick  wood  again.  Recently 
the  whole  hill  has  been  denuded,  and  much  of  its  poetry  lost. 
1'he  earth  looks  best  with  its  beard.  This  eminence — which 
rrirnmands  a  view  of  Chelsea  and  Boston  Harbor  on  the  east ; 
Boston,  Koxbury,  and  Cambridge,  on  the  south;  Brighton, 
Watertown,  and  West  Cambridge,  on  the  west;  and  a  yast 
trarrk  of  woodland  on  the  north— has  on  its  summit  a  flat 
rork,  called  "  Lover's  Rock; "  one  of  those  register-surfaces 
where  a  young  gentleman,  with  a  hammer  and  a  nail,  could 
r:Tit<rave  the  initials  of  two  names  proyokingly  near  together. 
Tlie  view  from  this  hill,  so  diversified  and  grand,  fills  the  eye 
with  plcN'isure,  and  the  mind  with  thought. 

**  Pasture  Hill,"  on  which  Dr.  Swan's  summer-house, 
in  his  garden,  now  stands,  is  high,  and  commands  much  of 
th(!  c;astern  and  southern  scenery  aboye  noticed.  The  hill  is 
mostly  rork,  and  will  afford,  in  coming  years,  a  most  magni- 
ficent site  for  costly  houses. 

The  next  highest  and  most  interesting  spot,  on  the  north 
sidcj  of  the  river,  is  "Mystic  Mount,"  in  West  Medford, 
in;ar  the  Brooks  Srhoolhouse.  It  is  owned  by  the  town, 
and  rommands  mu(;h  the  same  yiew  as  Pine  Hill,  only  at  a 
Uiwrr  angle.  To  some  of  us  who  haye  kept  it  for  more  than 
lialf  a  riMitury,  as  our  fayorite  look-out,  it  has  charms  inde- 
s(  rihahly  dear,  and  we  regard  it  somewhat  as  we  do  an  ancient 
memluT  nf  a  family.  Its  neighbor,  "Rock  HiU,"  on  the 
border  of  the  river,  is  a  barren  rock,  so  high  as  to  oyerlook 
tli(*  houses  situated  at  the  cast,  and  to  afford  a  most  delight- 
ful view  of  W(»st  (-ambridge. 

•'  Walnut  Tri»e  Hill,"  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  was 
oiwv  covered  with  walnut-trees.  The  Tufts  College  on  its 
top  cMijoys  |)erha])s  an  unparalleled  site.     From  the  roof  of 
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that  building  the  eye  has  a  panorama  not  surpassed  for  what 
might  be  called  a  home-view.  The  spires  of  twenty-eight 
churches  are  in  sight;  also  the  State  House,  Cambridge 
Colleges,  Bunker  llill  Monument,  the  old  l\)wdor  House, 
and  the  most  captivating  view  of  ^ledford.  The  beauties  of 
upland  and  valley,  of  meadows  and  marshes,  of  river  and 
creeks,  of  ocean  and  ishinds,  of  cities  and  towns,  all  lie  im- 
mediately beneath,  in  that  domestic  nearness  and  manageable 
form  which  seems  to  doubly  make  them  the  property  of  the 
eye. 

There  are  many  smaller  hills  within  Medford,  making 
parts  of  the  "Rocks"  at  the  north,  which  have  not  yet 
received  names.  One  fact  is  worthy  notice,  that  among  these 
hills  there  are  copious  springs  of  the  sweetest  water ;  and,  in 
imagination,  we  can  see  them  falling  in  beautiful  cascades  in 
the  future  gardens  of  opulent  citizens. 


CLIMATE. 

A  short  record  only  of  this  is  necessary.  Governor  Win- 
throp  writes,  July  23,  1630:  "For  the  country  itself,  I 
can  discern  little  difference  between  it  and  our  own.  We 
have  had  only  two  days  which  I  have  observed  more  hot 
than  in  England.  Here  is  sweet  air,  fair  rivers,  and  plenty 
of  springs,  and  the  water  better  than  in  England."  An 
experience  of  only  six  weeks  in  June  and  July  was  not 
enough  to  warrant  a  safe  judgment  concerning  the  climate. 
Another  testimony,  Oct.  30,  1631,  is  as  follows:  "The 
Governor  having  erected  a  building  of  stone  at  Mistic,  there 
came  so  violent  a  storm  of  rain,  for  twenty-four  hours,  that 
(it  being  not  finished,  and  laid  with  clay  for  want  of  lime) 
two  sides  of  it  were  washed  down  to  the  ground,  and  much 
harm  was  done  to  the  other  houses  by  that  storm."  The 
form  of  the  land  in  this  neighborhood  has  its  effect  on  our 
climate.  "We  have  neither  of  the  extremes  which  belong  to 
deep,  long  valleys,  and  high  mountains.  We  have  very  little 
fog  during  the  year.  In  Medford  there  are  few,  if  any,  places 
where  water  can  stagnate ;  it  readily  finds  its  way  to  the 
river;  and  the  good  influence  of  this  fact  on  climate  and 
health  is  considerable.  The  presence  of  salt  water  and  salt 
marshes  is  another  favorable  circumstance.  Lightnings  do 
not  strike  here  so  often  as  between  ranges  of  high  hills ;  and 
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iha  tliermometer  does  not  report  Medford  as  &mous 
extremes  of  beat  or  cold.     The  time^  we  think,  is  not : 
distant,  when  the  great  law,  regulating  the  changes  of 
weather^  will  be  discovered.      God  hasten  the  moxnenli 
development ! 

SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 


The  soil  In  New  England^  like  that  of  all  primitive  forrnl 
tionS|  is  rocky,  thin,  and  hard  to  till.  A  visitor  from  the 
western  prairies,  when  he  first  looks  on  our  fields,  involnn- 
tarily  asks,  **  How  can  you  get  your  living  out  of  thete 
lands?*'  We  reply,  that  the  little  soil  we  have  is  very 
atrong,  and  by  good  manure  and  hard  labor  we  get  the  best 
of  crops.  We  generally  add,  that  we.  New  EnglanderSi  are 
granite  men^  and  can  do  almost  any  thing  [ 

That  the  virgin  soil,  first  opened  by  our  European  plougb 
should  give  a  prophetic  yield,  is  not  surprising.     The  rich^ 
spote  only  had  been  chosen  by  the  Indians.     Capt.  Smith, ' 
hii  voyage  here  (1614),  calls  the  territory  about  us  "the 
paradise  of  all  those  parts." 

Bev*  Mr.  Uigginson,  writing  to  his  firiends  in  Englandi  I 
16£9,  on  "  New  England's  Plant^ion,"  gives  the  foUoi 
description  of  the  soil,  climate,  and  productions :  — 

"  I  have  been  careful  to  report  nothing  but  what  I  have  i 
with  my  own  eyes.     The  land  at  Charles  River  is  as  fat»  bl 
earth  as  can  be  seen  anywhere.     Though  all  the  country  be,  & 
were,  a  thick  wood  for  the  general,  yet  in  divers  places  there  I 
much  ground  cleared  by  the  Indiana.     It  is  thought  here  is  gc 
clay  to  make  bricks,  and  tyles,  and  earthern  pots*  as  need  be. 
this  instant  we  are  sitting  a  brick  kiln  on  work. 

**  The  fertility  of  the  soil  is  to  he  admired  at,  as  appeareth  J 
the  abundance  of  grass  that  groweth  everywhere,  both  very  tbic 
very  long^  and  very  high,  in  divers  places.  Bdt  it  groweth  vc 
wildly,  with  a  great  stalk,  and  a  broad  and  ranker  blade  ;  because 
it  never  had  been  eaten  by  cattle,  nor  mowed  by  a  sytbe,  and  sel* 
dom  trampled  on  by  foot.  It  is  scarce  to  be  believed  how  om 
kine  and  goats,  horses  and  hoggs,  do  thrive  and  prosper  here  and 
like  well  of  this  country*  Our  turnips,  parsnips,  and  carrots  art 
here  both  bigger  and  sweeter  than  is  ordinary  to  be  found  in  Eng* 
land.  Here  are  stores  of  pumpiona,  cowc umbers,  and  other  things 
of  that  nature.  Also,  divers  esccellcnt  pot  herbs,  strawberries, 
pennyroyal,  wintersavene,  sorrell,  brookelime,  liverwort^  and 
watercreeses  ^  also,  leekes  and  onions  are  ordinarle,  and  diveii 
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bbfsic^  Lefbi.  Here  are  plenty  of  oingle  damaak  roseai  very 
iveet ;  ftUo,  mulbemeii,  plums«  rasp  berries,  currants,  ehessnuta, 
llbcfdt,  w&lnuts,  smaUnuts,  burtleberriea}  and  hawes  of  whhe- 
l  iboriiir,  ne^r  as  good  aa  cherries  in  Engl  and*  Thcj  grow  in  plenty 
beri." 


The  fullest  credit  may  be  given  to  these  statamento  of  Mr* 
HiggixisoB,    They  show,  among  other  things,  that  the  region 
|ire  now  oeciipy  was  a  dense  forest  in  16S9.     This  confirms 
story  told  of  Got.  Winthrop ;  that  when  he  took  up  Me 
fsideoce  on  his  farm  at  ^*  Ten  HIUk,"  on  the  bank  of  Mystic 
ixBT^  he  one  day  penetrated  the  forest  ne^  "  Winter  Hill." 
16  so  lost  his  latitude  and  longitude  as  to  become  entirely 
^lewitdered.     Night  came  on,  and  he  knew  not  which  way  to 
steen     After  many  ineffectual  trials  to  descry  any  familiar 
place^  he  resigned  himself  to  his  fate,  kindled  a  fire,  put  phi- 
^losophy  in  his  pocket,  and  bivouacked,  feeling  much  as  St* 
Taul  did  in  his  ship  wreck- voyage,  when  they  "  east  anchor, 
wished   for   day/'      What    the    Governor    learned    or 
^dreamed  of  during  that  rural  night  we  are  not  specifically 
did  ;  but  his  absence  created  a  sharp  alarm  among  his  &mily, 
lad  a  hunting  party  started  in  quest  of  him.    They  ^*  shot  off 
neceB  and  hallooed  m  the  night ;  but  he  heard  them  not." 
le  found  his  way  home  in  the  morningj  and  discovered  that 
had  been  near  his  house  most  of  the  time* 
It  would  be  hard,  in  our  day,  to  find  a  forest  within  sight 
rf  ihe  **  Ten -Hill  Farm  **  in  which  a  bgy  of  ten  years  old 
fcould  be  lost  for  a  moment*     The  almost  entire  destruction 
|f  oar  forests  within  twenty  miles  of  Boston,  and  our  inex- 
plicable neglect  in  planting  new  ones,  argues  ill,  not  only  for 
Dttr  providence  and  economy,  but  for  our  patriotism  and  taste, 
PTknt  a  hogshead  of  acorns  in  yonder  rockland,  and  your 
money  will  return  you  generous  dividends  from  nature's 
Livings*  bank* 

^P  In  1629,  Mr.  Graves,  of  Charlestown,  said  in  a  letter  Bent 
Hto  England:  '^Thus  much  I  can  affirm  in  general,  that  I 
V  merer  came  in  a  more  goodly  country  in  all  my  life*  If  it 
hath  not  at  any  time  been  manured  and  husbanded,  yet  it  is 
very  beaufciful  in  open  lands,  mixed  with  goodly  woods,  and 
again  open  plains,  in  some  places  five  hundred  acres,  some 
places  more,  some  less,  not  much  troublesome  for  to  clear  for 
the  plough  to  go  in;  no  place  bairen,  but  on  the  tops  of 
hill*." 
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Governor  Wmthrop*  writing  to  his  son,  runs  a  parallel 
between  the  soil  of  Mistick  and  its  neighborhood,  and  the 
soil  of  England,  and  saja :  '*  Here  is  as  good  land  as  I  Imre 
seen  therej  though  none  so  bad  as  there.  Here  can  be  no 
want  of  any  thing  to  those  who  bring  means  to  raise  ont  of 
the  earth  and  sea,**  Not.  S9,  1630,  he  writes  to  his  wife, 
and  snys :  "  My  dear  wife,  we  are  here  in  a  paradise."  Such 
testimony  from  a  Mystic  man,  and  he  the  Governor^  reads 
agreeably  to  our  ears*  The  grants  of  land  made  by  the 
General  Court  to  Governor  Winthrop,  Mr.  Cradock,  Rev. 
Mr,  Wilson,  and  Mr,  No  well,  show  concliisively  what  the 
best  judges  thought  of  the  soil  and  capabilities  of  Medford^ 

Deputy -Governor  Dudley,  in  1631,  writes:  "That  honest 
men,  out  of  a  desire  to  draw  others  over  to  them,  wrote 
somewhat  hyperbolically  of  many  things  here/* 

Our  first  farmers  here  were  taught  by  the  Indians  how  lo 
raise  com  ;  and,  in  return  for  that  kind  service,  they  gave  the 
redmen  European  seeds,  and  called  the  American  graaii 
** Indian  com.*'  Their  crop  in  16S1  was  most  abundant ;  and 
they  began  the  strange  experiment  of  eating  Indian  com^ 
yet  with  singuiar  misgivings.  The  crop  of  the  next  year 
was  small,  owing  to  the  shortness  and  humidity  of  the  sum- 
mer. Their  fields  were  not  generally  fenced,  and  boundary 
lines  were  often  unsettled*  After  a  few  yeajs,  fences  became 
more  necessary ;  and  Sagamore  John  was  made  to  fence  hii 
field,  and  promised  to  indemnify  the  whites  for  any  damages 
his  men  or  cattle  should  do  to  their  cornfields.  There  were 
many  lands  held  in  common  by  companies  of  farmers^  %b 
lands  are  now  held  in  Nantucket*  These  large  tracts  were 
enclosed  by  fences,  planted  by  the  whole  company ;  and,  ai 
the  harvest,  each  received  according  to  his  proportion  in  the 
investnient.  This  complicated  plan  brought  its  perplexities  ; 
and  the  General  Court,  to  settle  them,  passed  the  following 
law.  May  g6,  1647 :  Ordered,  "  That  they  who  own  the 
largest  part  of  any  lands  common  shall  have  power  to  order 
and  appoint  the  improvement  of  the  whole  field.*' 

The  farmers  here  experienced  great  inconvenience  and 
alarm  from  the  burning  of  woods*  Such  was  the  Indtati 
system  of  clearing  a  forest ;  but  it  would  not  do  where 
European  settlements  obtained.  Our  fathers  therefore  applied 
legislation  to  the  matter  in  the  following  form :  "  Nov.  5, 
1639*  —  Ordered,  That  whosoever  shaU  kindle  a  fire  in  other 
men^s  grounds^  or  in  any  common  grounds,  shall  be  fined 
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larch/' 
We 


No  fir€i  to  bo  kindled  beforie  the  first  of 


^  a  small  bounty  on  every  acre  of  planted  field. 
it  the  Colony  of  Massachuietts  was  quite  as 
i  m  agricultural  fekill  and  productive  hM^eets 
^  lu..  -.*  L'-onuecticut ;  therefore,  we  can  judge  from  Mr, 
Wolcott's  farm  in  Connecticut  what  and  how  much  our 
bledford  (krmers  raL^cd.  That  diiitinguished  magistrate  saya 
( 16S8 ) :  "I  made  five  hundred  hogsheads  of  cider  out  of 
ay  own  orchard  in  one  year !  "  We  apprehend  these  hog-s- 
were  not  of  the  modem  sijee,  but  were  a  larger  kind 
lof  bm^eL  He  says:  ** Cider  is  10s,  a  hogihead.**  He  gives 
an  ennmemtion  of  products  thus :  **  English  wheat ^  rye,  flax, 
hemp,  clover,  oat^j  coruj  cherries,  quince,  apple,  pear,  plum, 
barberry -trees*"  A  very  tasteful  catalogue  I  It  sounds  very 
like  scarcity  or  self-denial. 
It  seems  that  the  land  hereabouts  was  as  rich  and  produce 
live  as  in  any  of  the  neighboring  states :  nevertheless,  it 
[iteded  help  from  manure ;  and  Johnion  tells  us,  that  in  this 
egion  **  there  was  a  great  store  of  fish  in  the  spring  time, 
ft.nd  especially  alewives,  about  the  largeness  of  a  herring. 
Many  thotisand  of  these  they  use  to  put  under  their  Indian 
com,*'     They  are  sometimes  so  used  at  this  day. 

May  122,  16S9.  —  '*It  is  forbidden  to  all  men,  after  the 
20th  of  next  months  to  employ  any  cod  or  basa  fish  for 
numuriug  of  ground." 

May  ^6,  1647.  —  Ordered,  ''That  all  cattle  that  feed  on 
public  commons  shall  be  marked  with  pitch." 

Hiring  land  was  not  unusuah  There  were  many  adventa- 
TttB  who  did  not  belong  to  the  company,  and  they  settled 
where  they  could  buy  or  hire  at  the  best  advantage.  Oct.  7, 
1640,  we  find  the  following  record:  '^John  Greenland  is 
granted  his  petition,  which  is,  to  plant  upon  a  five-acre  lot  in 
Charlestown,  bounds  on  Mis  tick  River." 
I  The  rule  for  planting  was :  Flant  when  the  white-oak 
'  leaves  are  the  siie  of  a  mouse^s  ear*     Hence  the  lines  :  — 


^  When  ib«  frhite-oaJc  ieA^et  Icok  gotlln  pe7» 
Pla&l  thsn,  be  it  April,  Jim«,  or  U^jf** 

The  ^TBt  settlera  very'  soon  found  clay  in  different  parts  of] 
[their  plantation,  where  cellars  and  wells  were  dug ;  and  they 
1  concluded  that  drought  could  not  extensively  injure  a  soil 
which  ha4  a  deep  subatiatum  of  this  water-proof  material. 
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It  may  be  interesting  to  see  the  progress  of  yegetation  in 
this  locality.     It  is  as  follows :  — 

••  164C,  Aug.    1.  The  great  pears  ripe. 
„      3.  The  long  apples  ripe. 
„    12.  Blackstone  8  apples  gathered. 
M     16,  Tankerd  apples  gathered. 
,,     18.  Kreton  pippins  and  long  red  apjdes  eatbered. 
1 647i  Jvly   6,  We  began  to  cut  the  peas  in  the  field. 
„     14.  We  began  to  shear  rye. 
Aug.    2.  We  mowed  barley. 
„  Same  week  we  shear  summer  wheat. 

M      7.  The  great  pears  gathered. 
Sept.  15.  The  russetins  gathered,  and  pearmaines. 

1648,  May  26.  Sown  one  peck  of  peas,  the  moon  in  the  fiilL    ObiOfi 

how  they  prove. 
July  28.  Summer  apples  gathered. 

1649,  July  20.  Apricoks  ripe." 

Oct.  2,  1689.  — A  tax  was  to  be  paid ;  and  the  yaluationB 
were  as  follow:  "Each  ox,  £2.  lOs. ;  each  cow,  £1.  lOs.; 
each  horse,  £2 ;  each  swine,  6s. ;  each  acre  of  tillage  land| 
5s. ;  each  acre  of  meadow  and  English  pasture,  Ss."  The 
tax  on  land  bounded  out  in  propriety  was  "  2s.  on  each  hun- 
dred acres." 

Our  fathers  were  farmers  after  the  English  modes,  and 
therefore  had  to  learn  many  new  ways  from  the  sky  and  the 
climate.  The  times  of  ploughing  and  planting  here,  in  spring 
and  autumn,  yaried  somewhat  from  those  of  their  natiye 
land.  Some  plants,  which  in  cold  and  misty  England  wooed 
the  sun,  could  best  thrive  here  if  they  wooed  the  shade. 
While  land  there,  with  a  south-eastern  exposure,  was  worth 
much  more  for  culture  than  that  which  faced  the  north-west, 
the  diflference  here  was  comparatively  small.  They  were 
happily  disappointed  in  the  slight  labor  and  certainty  in 
nuking  hay  under  our  sun  and  clear  skies.  They  had  soon  , 
to  leam  that  their  stock  of  all  kinds  must  be  sheltered  from 
the  destroying  cold  and  storms  of  an  American  winter.  In 
the  preservation  of  vegetables  and  fruits,  also,  our  fsithers 
had  to  receive  new  instruction  from  the  climate.  These  they 
preserved  by  burying  them.  It  took  them  several  years  to 
adjust  themselves  to  the  novel  activity  of  common  hiws  and 
familiar  agents. 

As  the  soil  and  climate  must  determine  what  grains,  fi-uits, 
and  vegetables  can  be  raised  with  profit,  it  soon  became 
evident  to  our  Medford  fiurmers  that  Indian  com  was  to  be  a 
staple.     Bye,  barley,  wheat,  and  oats  were  found  productive 
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*3  graitts  I  peas  tmd  beans  yielded  abundantly ;  while  tumipSj 
m\s,  onions^    and   parsnips    gradually    grew    into    favor, 
Potatoes  were  not  known  to  our  first   settlers  ;    although 
mong  the  articles^  "  to  send  for  New  England,"  from  Lon- 
don, March  16,  16£8,  *^ potatoes'*  are  named.     The  potato 
to  a  native  of  Chili  and  Peru»     We  think  there  is  no  &ati&fac- 
toiy  record  of  potatoes  being  in  England  before  they  were 
earned  from  Santa  Fe,  in  America^  by  Sir  John  Hawkins,  in 
1653,     They  are  often  mentioned  m  late  as  1692.     Their 
first  culture  in  Ireland  is  referred  to  Sir  Walter   Raleigh, 
irho  had  large  estates  there.     A  very  Yalnable  kind  of  potato 
'  Iras  first  carried  from  America  by  *'  that  patriot  of  every 
dime/'  Mr.  Howard,  who  cnltivated  it  at  Csrdington,  near 
Betlford,  1765,     Its  culture  then  had  become  general     Its 
first  introduction  to  this  neighborhood  is  said  to  have  been  by 
1  those  emigranta,  called  the  **  Scotch  Irish /*  who  first  entered 
|XiOiid0i]deiTy^  New  Hampshire,  April  11,  1719,     As  they 
I  pasted  thfongh  Andover,  Mass.^  they  left  some  potatoes  as 
lieed  to  be  planted  that  spring.    They  were  planted  according 
[to  the  directions ;  and  their  balls^  when  ripened ^  were  supposed 
[to  be  the  edible  fruit-     The  b;ills^  therefore,  were  carefully 
cooked  and  eaten  ,  but  the  conclusion  was  that  the  Andover 
people  did  not  like  potatoes !     An  early  snow-storm  covered 
I  the  potato-field,  and  kept  the  tubers  safely  till  the  plough  of 
I  the  next  spring  hove  them  into  sight.     Some  of  the  largest 
[were  then  boiled;  whereupon  the  Andover  critics  changed 
their  opinion^  and  have  patronized  them  from  that  day*   When 
the  potato  was  first  known  in  Scotland,  it  snfiexed  a  religious 
persecution,  like  some  other  innocent  things.      The  Scots 
thought  it  to  be  a  most  unholy  esculent,  blasphemous  to  raise, 
md  sacrilegious  to  eat.     They  therefore  made  its  cultivation 
im  illegal  act ;  and  why  ?    "  Because,*^  as  they  say,  "  it  is  not 
I  mentioned  in  the  Bible  '' !     The  prejudice  against  this  imof- 
f^nding  vegetable  was  so  great  at  Naples,  in  Italy,  that  the 
people  refused  to  eat  it  duiing  a  famine !     We  do  not  find 
that  any  epidemic  has  attacked  this  healthy  plant  until  the 
potato  cholera,  which,  of  late,  has  nearly  ruined  it.     The  soil 
I  in  Medford  has  been  found  particularly  fitted  for  this  plant, 
[owing  to  a  substratum  of  clay  which  keeps  It  moist.     The 
[early  mode  of  preserving  potatoes  through  the  winter  was  to 
jbur^'  them  below  the  reach  of  the  frost,  and  shelter  them 
[from  rain. 

The  barns  of  our  pilgrim  fethers  were  very  small,  because 
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they  Blacked  their  hay  ont-door^^  acconiiiig  to  the  usage  of 
their  native  knd.  When  sheep  and  gwiiie  cotdd  be  tniflled 
ID  the  woods^  they  were  left  there  till  deep  inowt  siade  ift 
Impossible  to  gnd  food.  The  ^tting  of  cattle  fraa  aiL  ^af 
and  cheap  process  ;  for  they  had  himdreds  of  acres  ovear  wHcli 
to  range^  unlocked  to  by  their  owners^  till  the  clooe  of  th^ 
summer^  iK-hen  they  were  tak^i  to  the  tl^,  and  fed  with  cofB. 
Each  quadruped  was  marked  with  its  owner^s  name,  suid  was 
immediateiy  restored  when  it  had  wandered  into  a  neighbor- 
ing town. 

When  lands  were  not  fenced^  the  following  law^  passed 
March  9,  16^7,  was  necessary*  '*All  swine  shall  be  kept 
Bp  in  yards,  islands j  or  committed  to  keep^^^  under  penalty 
of  10s.  for  every  swine  so  disponed  of;  and  whataosTilf 
swine  shall  be  taken  in  com  or  meadow-ground  shall  forfeit 
5s.  a  piece  to  those  that  shall  em  pound  them,  and  the  ownei^ 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  double  damages/*  Whan  mowing 
grounds  and  tillage  fields  became  fenced,  and  that  was  early^ 
then  it  became  a  common  habit  with  our  ancestors  to  let 
"  hogs  run  at  large,*'  as  they  do  now  in  the  city  of  New 
York  ;  of  which  license  more  may  be  said  of  its  economy 
than  of  its  neatness.  March  10,  1721,  the  town  of  Medford 
voted  to  let  the  hogs  go  at  large,  as  they  formerly  have  done* 
This  vote  was  repealed  in  17^7*  There  gradually  grew  tip  a 
strong  dislike  of  this  custom,  and  some  altercations  occurred 
in  town-meetings  concerning  it ;  when,  in  March  12,  1770, 
the  inliabitants  vote  that  the  hogs  should  not  go  at  large  any 
longer.  After  this  there  must  have  been  a  vast  improvemeM 
in  the  appearance  of  the  public  roads,  and  of  the  grounds 
about  private  dwellings. 

The  raising  of  all  kinds  of  stock  was  deemed  of  parft- 
mount  importance,  and  served  more  towards  enriching  our 
brmers  than  any  other  part  of  labor;  since  proximity  to 
Boston  furnished  an  easy  and  sure  market.  Ship-building  at 
first,  and  then  brick^making,  opened  quite  a  market  within 
their  own  territory ;  and  we  must  think  that  our  early  farm- 
ers were  favorably  situated  for  making  a  comfortable  living. 

Spinning  and  weaving  were  almost  as  much  a  part  of  fann^ 
labor  as  the  making  of  butter  and  cheese ;  and  the  &rmerV 
wife  and  daughters  were  not  a  whit  behind  him  in  patient 
toil  or  productive  results*  Hemp  and  flax  were  used  for 
clothing;  and  the  labor  of  making  these  into  garments  fixt 
I  workmen  was  not  small.  ~ 
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For  the  first  hundred  jrears  of  our  settlement,  the  attention 
of  agricultimBta  most  have  been  directed  to  clear  up  landS; 
erect  etone  watls,  ditch  marshes,  and  open  roads,  while  they 

i  studied  the  rotation  of  crops,  and  procured  new  feeds 
i  other  localitiei.  When  Boston  became  a  large  town, 
fermetrs  were  prompt  in  supplying  it  with  milk ;  and  tliis 
mew  bosiBBSs  gradually  extended  till  it  became  one  of  the 
mo^t  lucrative*  This  led  to  raising'  cows  on  an  extensive 
scale ;  while  this,  m  its  turn,  led  to  raising  grass  and  hay  in 
preference  to  com.  The  amount  of  butter  and  cheese  made  in 
Jfpdford  has  been  therefore  comparatively  small ;  the  milk 
^HLS  being  found  more  profitable.  At  the  beginning  of  thit 
^■turyi  the  quantity  of  milk  sold  in  Boston  by  our  Medford 
IBi^^^B  ^^  ^^fy  great ;  its  price  varj^ng  from  three  to  five 
cent*  a  quart.     The  cows  were  mOked  by  earliest  daylight, 

tthe  render  was  in  Boston  by  sunrise.     Within  the  last 
y  years j  the  milk  has  found  its  market  more  in  Medford  ; 
several  large  farms  have  been  used  to  raise  hay  far  the 
es  of   Boston.      The  cultivation   of  fruits  has  been  a 
AeJisshed  object  in  our  town,  and  many  of  our  farms  have 
abled  their  value  by  this  means.     It  is  not  unusual  with 
to  produce  one  and  two  hundred  barrels  of  apples, 
ides  great  varieties  of  pears ^  peaches,  plums,  quinces,  and 
common  lesser  fruits* 

To  Medford  belongs  the  introduction  of  the  celebrated 
Id  win  Apple/*  The  first  tree,  producing  this  delicious 
it,  grew  on  the  side  hill,  within  two  rods  of  the  former 
ibum  line,  and  about  ten  rods  eajt  of  the  present  road 
ich  leads  from  West  Medford  to  the  ancient  boundary  of 
iburn.  It  was  on  the  ferm  occupied  by  Mr.  Thompson, 
or  fifty  rods  south  of  what  used  to  be  called  "  the  black- 
home  taTem***  At  the  request  of  Governor  Brooks,  the 
writer  made  a  vitiit  to  that  tree  in  1813,  and  cUrnbed  it.     It 


very  old  and  partly  decayed,  but  bore  fruit  abundantly* 

s  many  as 
or  six  circles  of  holes,  not  larger  than  a  pea ;  and,  from 


ytmd  its  trunk  the  woodpeckers  had  drilled  as  many  as 


this  most  viflible  peculiarity,  the  apples  were  called  *' Wood- 
tktr  Apples."     By  degrees  their  name  was  shortened  to 
tktrs ;  and,  during  my  youth,  they  were  seldom  called  by 
other  name.     How  they  came  hy  their  present  appella- 
is   this.      Young    Baldwin,   of  Wobum,  afterwards  a 
>nel,  and  father  of  Loami,  was  an  intimate  friend  of  young 
apson  (afterwards  Count  Bumford) ;  and,  as  lovers  of 
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science,  they  asked   permission  of  Professor  Winthrop  to 
attend  liis  course  of  lectures  in  natural  philosophy,  at  lEtay  ^ 
vard  College.    Twice  each  week,  these  two  thirsty  and  amli' 
tious  students  walked  from  their  homes  in  Wobum  to  bring 
back  with  them  from  Cambridge  the  teachings  of  the  learned 
professor.     One  day,  as  they  were  passing  by  the  ''Wood-  • 
pecker  Tree,"  they  stopped  to  contemplate  the  tempting  rad 
cheeks  on  those  loaded  boughs ;  and  the  result  of  such  con* 
templations  was  the  usual  one,  —  they  took  and  tasted.    Sud- 
den and  great  surprise  was  the  consequence.    They  instantly 
exclaimed  to  each  other  that  it  was  the  finest  apple  they  ever  \ 
tasted.      Some  years  after  this.  Col.  Baldwin  took  sereral 
scions  to  a  public  nursery,  and  from  this  circumstance  they 
named  the  apple  after  him,  which  name  it  has  since  retained. 
In  the  gale  of  September,  1815,  this  parent  tree  fell;  but 
very  few  parents  have  left  behind  so  many  flourishing  and 
beloved  children. 

The  price  of  land  has  steadily  increased  from  2s.  an  acre 
in  1635,  and  5s.  in  1689,  to  $50  in  1778  and  $100  in  1830, 
the  same  positions  taken  in  all  the  dates.  From  the  year 
1800  to  the  present  time,  favorite  house-lots  have  advanced 
in  price  so  rapidly  that  $2,000  would  be  reftised  for  a  single 
acre.  The  fashionable  retreat  from  city  to  suburban  life  hae 
induced  the  owners  of  farms  to  cut  up  into  house-lote  tbeir 
tillage  lands,  and  sell  them  at  public  auction;  because  no 
farmer  can  afford  to  till  land  that  will  sell  at  two  and  three 
cents  the  square  foot. 

Of  the  farmers  of  Medford  we  have  nothing  but  good  to 
report.  From  the  earliest  dates  to  the  present  time,  they  have 
stood  without  a  blot.  With  that  temperance  which  darifiei 
the  intellect,  with  that  industry  which  secures  gain,  and  with 
that  economy  which  saves  what  is  earned,  they  have  presented 
some  of  the  noblest  specimens  of  citizens,  neighbors^  and 
Christians.  Society  delights  to  respect  a  class  of  men 
whose  investments  are  in  land,  water,  and  sunshine;  and 
whose  results  are  guaranteed  by  that  great  and  beneficent 
Being  who  has  promised  that  '^  seed-time  and  harvest  shall 
not  feil." 
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The  rocks  are  mostly  primitive  granite  or  sienite,  existing 
in  large  masses.      Some  are  in  a  state  of  decay,  as,  for 


^^tatnple^  the  ''pasture-bill  graTcil."     This  gravel  is  used 
^KteimTely  for  garden  walks^  und  its  fineness  and  color  make 
^1  a  general  faYorite.     The  soil  is  composed  mostly  of  silex 
and  argtlla,  a  mixtiue  favorable  to  vegetation* 

The  flora  of  Massachusetts  would  be  a  fair  one  of  Medford. 
J%J!  high  hills  J  rocky  pastures,  large  plains,  alluvial  intervales, 
^p  ewamps,  and  extensive  marshes,  here  give  food  to  almost 
kinds  of  trees,  plants,  shrubs,  grasses,  and  sedges*     The 
csence  of  fresh  water  and  salt,  also  the  mingling  of  them 
^   River,  produce  a  rich  variety  of  herbaceous  plants ; 
-alt-marsh  flowers,  though  very  small  j  are  often  very 
mtiJuL     Of  lichens  there  are  great  varieties,  and  some  raie 
^cimans  of  the  cryptogamous  plants.     Of  the  forest-trees, 
i  hava  many  of  the  wUte  and  black  oak,  and  some  of  the 
antl  grey.     The  oldest  survivor  of  this  family  of  qutrcm 
ads  in  a  lot  owned  by  Mr,  Swan,  and  is  about  half  a  mile 
orth-east  of  the  meeting-house  of  the  First  Parish*     It  is 
Host  disarmed  by  time ;  and  it  therefore  better  stood  the 
of  the  tornado  of  August  ^%^  1851.     Its  trunk  is  six 
tyr  near  the  ground  ;  and  it  is  probably  as  old  as 
>  Colony*     Two  varieties  of  walnut  are  found 
among  us,  and  "  nutting  *'  is  yet  a  cherished  pastime  with  the 
in  October*      The  sycamore  or  planc-treej  commonly 
button  wood,  abounds  here  by  plantation.      Of  late 
it  hafl  been  suffering  from  a  sort  of  cholera,  which  has 
oyed  its  first  leaves,  ajid  rendered  its  appearance  so  dis- 
able as  to  induce  most  persons  to  remove  it  from  sight, 
iolence  of  the  disease  seems  past,  aud  the  tree  gives 
of  rejuvenescence.     The  graceful  elms  rejoice  our  eye 
lever  we  turn,  and  our  streets  Tidll  soon  be  shaded  by 
Jbem.     The  clean,  symmetrical  rock-maple  has  come  among 
of  late,  and  seems  to  thrive  like  its  brother,  the  white* 
the  chestnut,  we  have  always  known  two  large  trees  in 
\  woods,  but  have  never  heard  of  more.     The  locust  is 
common,  and  would  be  an  invaluable  tree  to  plant  on 
Jy  plains  in  order  to  enrich  them ;  but  a  borer -worm  has 
"lo  successful iy  invaded ^  maimed ,  and  stinted  it  that  its  native 
luty  is  gone*     The  locust  is  the  only  tree  under  which  the 
idng  animals  prefer  to  graze.     Of  beach-trees  we  have 
matiy,  and  what  we  have  ai'e  small*     So  of  the  black  and 
«^h,  there  is  not  an  abundance.    Once  there  was  a  good 
»ly  of  the  hornbeam  ;  but  that  lias  ceased.    Of  birch,  the 
white,  and  yellow,  there  are  flourishing  specimens. 
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The  class  of  forest  erergreens  is  well  lepresented  in  Medfbid. 
The  white  and  pitch  pines  are  comman,  though  their  nse  ia 
building,  and  their  consumption  br  steam-enginesy  have  mada 
them  comparatiTelj  scarce.  One  of  the  moat  fiumiliar,  bean* 
tifuly  and. valuable  forest-trees  is  the  cedar;  and  both  Idndi, 
the  red  and  white,  are  here.  The  hemlock  and  the  holly  are 
only  casual  among  us.  Whether  all  these  trees  were  commoft 
when  our  ancestors  first  settled  here,  we  cannot  say;  ton 
there  may  have  been  then,  what  we  now  see,  namely,  a  rotar 
tion  of  forest-trees.  We  have  seen  a  pine-forest  fi^Ued,  and 
an  oak  one  spring  in  its  place  ;  and,  where  the  oak  one  has 
been  felled,  the  pine  has  sprung  up.  In  like  manner^  tfai 
cedar  and  maple  forests  have  been  rotatory! 

Of  indigenous  shrubs,  there  is  among  us  the  usual  varie- 
ties ;  among  them,  the  hazel,  the  huckleberry,  barbeny, 
raspberry,  gooseberry,  thimbleberry,  blackberry,  &c  There 
are  two  species  of  wild  grapes ;  if  they  ripen  well,  they  ara 
sweet  and  palatable,  but  are  used  often  as  pickles. 

The  fruit-trees,  now  so  abundant  in  every  variety,  have 
been  brought  here  by  our  inhabitants  from  every  part  of  the 
United  States  and  from  many  parts  of  Europe.  So  the  orna- 
mental trees  and  flowering  shrubs  have  been  so  extensively 
cultivated  in  our  midst,  that  we  seem  to  live  among  the  vege-^ 
tation  of  the  five  zones. 

The  forests  of  Medford  had,  in  early  times,  their  share  of 
the  wild  animals  common  to  New  England.  May  18, 16S1 : 
'^  It  is  ordered,  that  no  person  shall  kill  any  wild  swine  with- 
out a  general  agreement  at  some  court"  The  bear  was 
quite  social  with  our  fathers,  and  for  a  century  kept  hold  ol 
his  home  here.  He  was  far  less  destructive  than  the  wol£ 
Wolves  and  wild-cats  were  such  devourers  of  sheep  that  jwe- 
miums  were  paid  for  their  heads.  Sept  6,  1631,  we  find 
these  records :  "  The  wolves  did  much  hurt  to  calves  and 
swine  between  Charles  River  and  Mistick."  Sept  8,  1685 : 
**  It  is  ordered,  that  there  shall  be  5s.  for  every  wolf,  and 
Is.  for  every  fox,  paid  out  of  the  treasury  to  him  who  kills 
the  same."  Nov.  20,  1637 :  "  10s.  shall  be  paid  for  every 
wolf,  and  2s.  for  every  fox."  Wolves  have  disappeared  fnMk 
this  locality ;  but  foxes  are  occasionally  seen.  Deer  were 
very  common  when  our  fiithers  settled  in  Medford ;  and^ 
until  the  beginniug  of  this  century,  our  inhabitants  chose 
annually  an  officer  whom  they  called  "  Deer  Reeve."  Dea 
25, 1789 :  Voted  to  choose  two  persons  to  see  to  the  preaerva- 


1  of  deer,  m  the  law  directs.     It  would  not  be  diiHcuIt  to 

QOinefeticate  llie  doer,  and  to  use  him  for  ten  years  in  cjirrying 

light  byftlens  before  be  is  fatted  for  tho  table*     Nov*  15, 

1637 :   **  It  is  ordered  that  no  man  shall  have  leave  to  buy 

reoijoii  JO  any  town^  but  by  Ic'ive  of  the  town,"      The 

J  raoooti^  tliat  used  to  plunder  our  cornfields,  htis  almost  disap- 

||ieared.     The  mink  and  musquosh  are  about  our  rivers  and 

jpotids,  tliough  severely  hunted  by  boys.     The  woodchuck, 

lireciael,  skunk,  grey  and  yellow  squirrelj  are  comtnon.     It  is 

EBome  time  since  many  wild  nibbits  were  killed  in  Metlford ; 

md  we  presume  the  oldest  inhabitant  cannot  recollect  seeing 

I  wild  beaver  here.    There  are  moles  and  meadow  mice  as  in 

the  olden   time.      The  last  named   has   proved    peculiarly 

iesjtructive  to  fruit-trees,  by  gnawing  off  the  bark  dming 

rinter,  while  under  the  snow*     If  posterity  wi^h  to  know  Of 

re  have  rats  and  micej  we  would  assure  them  that  we  have 

lore  tlian  our  cats  and  dogs  can  keep  in  suboTdination. 

Oct.  1,  1645,  we  find  the  following  order :    "No  goat- 

ikins  to  bo  transported  out  of  this  jurisdiction,  unless  they  be 

Idressedi  and  made  into  gloves  or  some  other  garment/* 

Johnson  says  the  early  inhabitants  took  moose,  deer,  bea- 

ttf  and  otter,  in  traps-     They  bent  down  a  pole,  which  had 

^z  cord  at  its  end,  and  a  slip-noose  ;  and,  when  the  noose  was 

touched,  the  pole  flew  up  and  caught  the  game.     They  shot 

Itquirrei'!,  grey  and  black  racoons,  geese,  and  turkeys* 

Tlie  tir</f ,  now  common  with  us,  are  those  usually  found 
in  this  latitude.     As  birds  must  follow  their  food,  their  mi- 
fnilion  northward  in  spring  and  southward  in  autumn  enables 
to  »©e  a  great  variety  of  these  travellers.     How  powerful, 
myitarious,  is  thia  impulse  for  change  of  place !     God 
to  have  touched  them  with  his  spirit,  and  they  became 
i  obedient  as  the  planets. 


«*  Wbo  bode  the  atork,  Col  umbuB- like,  explore 
HeaWR*  not  his  own,  and  worlfb  unktiowti  before? 
Who  ctdb  the  couiieiU  ?^tftles  the  certain  day  ? 
Who  forms  the  phaUna:,  and  wlia  poiJite  the  way  i " 

# 

[Some  birds,  like  the  wild-geese  and  ducks,  make  all  their 
ioiimey  at  once  ;  while  most  of  them  follow  slowly  the  open- 
.  buds,  the  spring  insects,  and  the  spawning  herring*  A 
leave  Florida,  and  foUow  vegetation  to  the  White  llills ; 
fthey  pASS  us  in  Medford  during  April  and  May,  resting  with 
'  tia  a  lew  days  **  to  take  a  bite,"  and  to  give  us  a  song*     The 


u 
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close  observer  might  publish  regular  ornithological  btiUetins 
of  their  succeBsiYe  arriTals.  Of  thoga  that  rest  with  us,  the 
first  comer  in  the  spring  is  the  bluebird,  i^hose  wiEter  home 
is  in  Mexico  and  Brazil,  and  whose  first  song  here  is  a  soft^ 
exhilaratiijg,  oft-repeated  warble,  uttered  with  open,  quiTer- 
ing  wings,  and  with  such  a  jubilant  heart  as  to  thrill  ub  with 
delight.  Then  comes  the  friendly  and  social  robin*  The 
old  ones  have  not  gone  far  south  in  winter.  Some  of  them 
remain  here  through  that  dreary  season,  with  the  woodpecker  j 
but  the  young  ones  migrate  in  autumn,  sometimes  as  i^i  as 
Texas*  The  spring-birds,  the  warblers,  the  bujitiBge,  finches, 
sparrows,  thrushes,  come  in  quick  succession  to  rear  their 
young*  Snipes,  quails,  partridges,  and  woodcocks,  come  a 
little  later.  Sandpipers^  plovers,  teals,  and  ducks  arrive 
among  the  latest.  Medford  Pond  was  a  common  resort  for 
several  kinds  of  wild  ducks*  About  seven ty*live  years  ago, 
a  gunner  killed  thirteen  teal  at  one  shot.  There  are  r 
few  birds  that  awaken  a  deep  curiosity,  and  confer  constant 
delight  through  their  long  sojoiim.  The  barn  swallow,  timt 
comes  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  spend  his  summer  with 
us,  is  always  greeted  with  a  joyous  welcome  about  the  10th 
of  May.  The  rice-bird  of  Carolinai  called  the  reed-bird  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  butter-bird  in  Cuba,  is  called  here  the 
bob-o-lincoha  ;  and  it  amuses  us  greatly*  The  male,  when  he 
arrives,  is  dressed  up  as  showily  as  a  field-officer  on  parade- 
day,  and  seems  to  be  quite  as  happy*  Fuddled  with  animal 
spirits^  he  appears  not  to  know  what  to  do,  and  flies  and  sings 
as  if  he  needed  two  tongues  to  utter  all  his  joy*  We  might 
speak  of  the  little  wren,  that  creeps  into  any  hale  under  our 
eaves,  and  there  rears  iu  numerous  family;  the  humming- 
bird, that  builds  so  skilfully  in  our  gardens  that  we  never 
find  its  nest;  the  yellow-bird,  that  makes  the  air  resound 
with  its  love-notes ;  the  thrush,  that  seems  made  to  give  the 
highest  concert-pitch  in  the  melody  of  the  woods.  To  theao 
we  might  add  the  night-hawk  and  the  whip-poor-will,  and 
many  more  that  spend  their  summer  with  us ;  but  these  nxe 
enough  to  ^ow  that  the  dwellers  in  Medford  are  favored 
each  season  with  the  sight  and  songs  of  a  rich  variety  of 
birds.  We  find  the  following  record  made  March  8,  1631  - 
*'  Flocks  of  wild  pigeons  this  day  so  thick  that  they  obseum 
the  light." 

Another  record  shows  that  our  fathers  preserved  the  game 
by  laws,     "Sept  3,  1634:    There  is  leave  granted  (by  the 
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General  Court)  to  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  jun.,  to  employ  his 
Indian  to  shoot  at  fowl  "  (probably  in  Mystic  River). 

The  fish  most  common  in  our  waters  are  the  shad^  ale- 
wives,  smelt,  basSj  perch,  bream,  eel,  sucker,  tom-cod,  pick- 
erel, and  shiner.  We  do  not  now  think  of  any  species  of 
fish  which  frequent  either  our  salt  or  fresh  waters  which  is 
unfit  for  food 

Of  imtcU  we  have  our  share,  and  could  well  do  with 
fewer.  If  all  persons  would  agree  to  let  the  birds  live,  we 
should  have  less  complaint  about  destructive  insects.  The 
cedar  or  cheny-bird  is  appointed  to  keep  down  the  canker- 
worm  ;  and,  where  this  useful  bird  is  allowed  to  live  unmo- 
lested, those  terrible  scourges  are  kept  in  due  subjection. 
The  borer,  which  enters  the  roots  of  apple,  peach,  quince, 
and  other  trees,  and  eats  his  way  up  in  the  albunum,  is  a  des- 
troyer of  the  first  rank  among  us.  Of  late  years,  almost 
every  difierent  tree,  plant,  and  shrub,  appears  to  have  its 
patron  insect  that  devours  its  blossoms  or  its  fruit.  They  are 
so  numerous  and  destructive  that  many  persons  do  not  plant 
vines.  Fifty  or  a  hundred  miles  back  in  the  country,  these 
insects  are  comparatively  scarce.  The  voracious  bugs  most 
complained  of  here  are  the  squash,  yellow,  potato,  cabbage, 
apple,  peach,  pear,  and  rose.  The  two  elements  of  fire  and 
water,  all  sorts  of  decoctions,  powders,  gasses,  and  fumiga- 
tions, have  been  resorted  to  for  the  extermination  of  the 
above-named  bugs,  yet  all  with  slight  effects.  Our  next 
neighbor,  forty  years  ago,  raised  the  most  and  best  melons 
and  squashes  of  the  coimty,  by  placing  a  toad,  in  a  small 
house,  next  to  each  hill  of  plants.  Every  morning  these 
hungry  hunters  would  hop  forth  to  their  duty ;  and  their  mis- 
sile tongues,  glued  at  the  end,  were  sure  to  entrap  every  in- 
sect Caterpillars  and  canker-worms  have  destroyed  orchards, 
as  grasshoppers  have  fields ;  and  the  way  to  prevent  their 
ravages  is  only  partially  understood. 

Assured  that  every  insect  has  its  place  for  good  assigned 
by  the  wise  Creator,  we  have  only  to  labor  for  that  true 
science  which  shall  reveal  all  uses,  and  thus  prevent  abuses. 

If  we  could  comprehend  all  the  localities  of  the  globe, 
with  all  their  varieties,  we  should  then  see  all  animals  in  their 
places,  and  should  thus  get  a  glimpse  of  the  great  system  of 
correspondencies. 

The  keeping  and  increase  of  honey-bees  was  a  fiivorite  idea 
with  our  Medford  ancestors ;  and  a  pound  of  honey  bore,  for 
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nearly  two  centuries^  the  same  price  as  a  ponnd  of  butter. 
As  early  as  1640^  bees  were  kept  here ;  and  their  gathered 
sweets  were  among  the  very  choicest  delicacies  on  our  ances- 
tral tables.  The  modes  now  adopted  for  taking  a  portion  of 
honey  from  every  hive,  and  yet  leaving  enough  to  feed  the 
insect  £imily  through  the  winter^  was  not  known  by  our 
forefathers.  Their  mode  of  securing  the  honey  of  their 
bees  was  the  topmost  of  cruelty  and  ingratitude.  When 
autumn  flowers  ceased  to  yield  any  sweets^  the  owner  of  bees 
resolved  to  devote  one  hive  to  destruction ;  and  his  method 
was  as  follows: — He  dug  a  hole  in  the  ground^  near  his 
apiary^  six  inches  square  and  three  deep ;  and  into  this  hole 
he  put  brimstone  enough  to  kill  all  the  bees  in  any  hive. 
When  night  had  come^  and  the  innocent  family  were  soundly 
sleeping^  the  owner  sets  fire  to  the  brimstone,  and  then  imme- 
diately places  the  hive  over  the  suffocating  fumes,  and  there 
leaves  it  till  morning,  when  it  is  found  that  not  even  an  elect 
one  is  delivered  from  the  hell  beneath !  We  wonder  if  our 
&thers  ever  thought  of  the  text,  "  A  merciful  man  is  merci- 
ful to  his  beast."  K  bees  have  souls,  some  of  their  execu- 
tioners may  hereafter  find  themselves  surrounded  by  swarms 
of  tormentors,  and  then  learn  the  meaning  of  another  text, 
'^  Mine  enemies  compasseth  me  about  like  bees.^  It  i»  cus- 
tomary now  to  sow  the  white  clover  and  mignonette  for  the 
bees,  as  these  plants  furnish  the  richest  food. 

We  have  given  these  broken  notices  of  the  natural  history 
of  Medford  in  popular  language,  and  without  full  scientific 
arrangement,  deeming  any  further  catalogue  unnecessary. 

We  may  here  express  the  hope,  that  the  parents  and  teach- 
ers of  coming  generations  may  be  wise  enough  to  show  their 
children  and  pupils  the  harmonies  of  nature ;  those  analogies 
and  relationships  of  things  which  can  be  seen  only  by  look- 
ing from  the  divine  angle.  When  the  human  mind  can  thus 
"  look  through  nature  up  to  nature's  God,"  it  can  then  com- 
prehend the  beauty,  power,  and  sacredness  of  the  Creator's 
approval,  "And  God  saw  every  thing  that  he  had  made; 
and,  behold,  it  was  very  good."  Would  that  anything  we 
could  say  might  induce  the  inquisitive  minds  of  future  days 
to  open  the  Bible  of  nature,  and  read  passage  after  passage 
for  the  illumination  of  the  mind  and  the  peace  of  the  heart  1 
Nothing  learned  here  need  be  unlearned  hereafter.  The 
proper  study  of  natural  history  will  give  force  to  vital  Chris- 
tian fiuth.     This  study  indicates  a  saie  road  from  the  natuxal 
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to  the  spiritual  world.  The  naturalist  fixes  on  facts  evolving 
the  order  of  causes  and  the  harmonies  of  the  universe.  He 
would  see  truth's  polarity  in  the  smallest  feather  as  in  the 
rolling  planet  He  would  thus  follow  the  great  and  ever- 
expanding  order  of  creation  inwards  to  the  point  where 
mechanics  and  geometry  are  realized  in  the  all-embracing 
laws  of  Wisdom  and  Providence ;  and  where^  at  last^  the 
human  mind  itself  recoguizes  the  very  source  of  life  in  its 
humiliation  before  the  throne  of  God. 


CHAPTER    11. 


KEDFORD  RECORDS. 

Thb  oldest  town-records  extant  are  in  a  book  fifteen  inches 
long,  six  wide,  and  one  thick.  It  is  bound  in  parchment,  and 
was  tied  together  by  leatherh  strings.  Its  first  twenty-five  or 
thirty  iwges  are  gone  ;  and  the  first  thirty  pages  of  the  pre*  » 
sent  volume  are  all  loose  and  detached  from  their  place,  and 
may  very  easily  be  lost.  The  first  record  is  as  follows :  — 
"  The  first  Monday  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
1674.  At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Meadford,  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Wade  was  chosen  constable  for  the  year  ensuing." 
The  chirography  is  very  good,  the  sentences  properly  con- 
structed, and  the  spelling  without  error.  There  are  Latin 
quotations  in  them.  Only  six  pages  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Wade's 
records  remain.  As  it  was  customary  to  keep  the  town- 
records  in  the  same  hands  as  long  as  possible,  it  is  fiiirly  pre- 
sumed that  this  gentleman  was  the  second,  perhaps  the  first, 
town-clerk.  His  successor  was  Mr.  Stephen  Willis,  who  re- 
mained in  office  thirty-six  years,  exercising  a  fidelity  which 
entitles  him  to  the  name  of  veteran.  The  first  volume  of 
records  is  wholly  of  his  writing,  save  the  little  above-men- 
tioned and  the  seven  years  of  Mr.  John  Bradstreet.  When 
he  had  finished  the  volume,  he  resigned  his  office ;  and  we 
regret  that  the  book  closes  without  showing  any  vote  of 
thanks  for  his  long  and  valuable  services. 
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At  the  end  of  this  first  yolume  of  records^  there  is  a  cata- 
logue of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  mixied  up  with  county 
rates,  &c.  The  last  item  in  the  volume  is  dated  Aug.  SO, 
1718,  and  is  the  receipt  of  Rev.  Aaron  Porter  for  his  salary. 
His  signature  is  in  that  round  and  manly  style,  which,  as  it 
stands,  seems  to  be  a  fit  guarantee  for  the  truth  of  all  the 
preceding  records. 

The  second  volume  is  a  small  folio,  bound  in  parchment. 
It  is  twelve  inches  and  a  half  long,  eight  wide,  and  one  inch 
and  a  half  thick.  It  begins  Feb.  12,  1718,  and  ends  June 
23,  1735.  From  1674  to  the  present  time,  the  town-records 
are  unbroken. 

The  third  volume  is  a  large  folio,  but  sadly  torn  and 
injured.     A  proper  index  of  the  records  is  greatly  needed. 

The  first  volume  of  church  records  is  bound  in  parchment. 
It  is  eight  inches  long,  six  and  a  half  wide,  and  half  an  inch 
thick.  It  begins  May  19,  1712,  and  ends  April  13,  1774. 
It  contains  all  the  records  during  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Porter,  and  that  of  Rev.  Mr.  Turell.  It  records  births,  bap- 
tisms, and  marriages,  the  doings  of  the  church,  the  admissions 
to  the  Lord's  supper,  &c. ;  but  it  does  not  notice  any  deaths. 

The  second  volume  of  church  records  is  bound  in  rough 
leather,  and  is  of  the  same  form  and  size  as  the  first  It 
contains  all  the  facts  belonging  to  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Osgood. 
It  begins  Sept.  14,  1774,  and  ends  with  his  last  entry,  Dec. 
2,  1822,  made  twelve  days  before  his  death. 

Of  the  later  records  in  town  and  church  (all  unbroken 
and  accurate),  it  is  not  necessary  to  speak.  They  are  well 
secured  in  strong  books ;  but  those  above  mentioned  should 
be  copied  by  a  careful  hand,  and  bound  in  uniformity.  The 
iron  or  stone  safe,  where  old  manuscripts  are  kept,  should  be 
emptied,  aired,  and  well  heated  once  in  every  six  months. 

In  early  times,  one  page  was  sufficient  to  contain  a  full 
record  of  a  town-meeting ;  but,  in  our  day,  the  record  of  a 
^larch  meeting  is  spread  over  fifteen  or  twenty  pages. 

The  earliest  records  of  the  town-treasurer,  whi<?h  are  pre- 
served, are  those  of  Capt.  Samuel  Brooks.  For  many  years, 
this  gentleman  was  placed  on  the  most  important  committees. 
On  the  Sunday  after  his  death,  July  10,  1768,  Mr.  Turell 
preached  two  funeral  sermons  jfrom  PhiL  i.  21.  The  first 
person  in  Medford  who  seemed  to  have  any  true  regard  for 
posterity,  in  making  his  records,  was  Mr.  Thomas  Seccomb, 
who,  for  twenty-two  years,  recorded  with  admirable  particu- 
larity the  facts  most  important  for  the  historian. 


FIBST   dBTFLEMENT^ 
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To  show  properly  the  first  coming  of  our  ancestors  to  this 
region,  it  will  be  necessary  to  trace  their  last'  movementa  in 
"  '  -  cam  be  done  most  briefly  and  satisfiictorily 
1  is  from  the  trnthful  and  interesting  letter  of 
iovemor  Dudley,  dated  March  28,  16S1,  to  the  Countess 
c>£  LincolB*     The  extracts  are  as  follows :  — 

Tq  iA«  Sight  limoruhle^  my  vejy  t^md  Lad^y  the  Lad^f  Mrid^ti^ 

Coujitets  of  Xtincohi* 

**  Mai>am,  —  Touching  the  plantjition,  which  we  here  have  begun, 

it  fell  oat  thus  i  About  the  year  1 G27,  some  friends^  being  together 

in  Lincalnshire,  fell  into  discourse  about  New  England  and   the 

ing  of  the  gospel  there ;  and,  after  some  deliberationt  we  im- 

d  oar  reasons  by  letters  and  messages  to  some  in  London  and 

^  West  Country,  where  it  wa^i  likewise  deliberately  thought  upon, 

4  at  lengtli,  with  oflen  negotiation^  so  ripened,  that,  in  the  year 

""^    we  procured  a  patent  from  his  Majesty  for  our  planting 

en  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Charles  River  on  the  south, 

be  river  of  Merrimack  on  the  north,  and  three  mOes  on  either 

of  those  rivers  and  bays  j  as  also  for  the  government  of  those 

wlho  did  or  should  inhabit  within  that  compai^s.    And  the  same  year 

gwe  9ent  Mr.  John  Endicott,  and  some  with  him,  to  begin  a  planta- 

lOD ;  and  to  strengthen  such  as  we  should  find  there,  which  we  sent 

&om  Dorchester,  and  some  places  adjoicing ;  from  whom, 

year,  receiving  hopeful  news,  the  next  year,  1629,  we  sent 

ahipa  over,  with  about  three  hundred  people,  and  some  cows, 

and  horses,  many  of  which  arrived  safely* 

**  These,  by  their  too  large  commendations  of  the  country  and  the 

commodities  thereof,  invited  us  so  strongly  to  go  on,  that  Mr.  Win- 

tlirop,  of  Suffolk  (who  was  well  known  in  his  own  country,  and 

till  approved  here  for  bis  piety,  liberality,  wisdom,  and  gravity), 

""^  g  in  to  us,  we  came  to  such  resolution,  that  in  April,  1630» 

t  sail  from  Old  England  with  four  good  ships.     And,  in  May 

folio mfigy  eight  more  followed ;  two  liaving  gone  before  in  February 

and  Martli,  and  two  more  following  in  June  and  August^  besides 

iiiDlUer  set  out  by  a  private  merchant.     These  seventeen  ships 

juriYed  all  safe  in  Hew  England  for  the  increase  of  the  plantation 

lere  this  year,  1630;  but  made  a  long,  a  troublesome,  and  costly 

oytige,  being  all  wind-bound  long  in  England,  and  hindered  with 

f^onlTJiry  winds  after  they  set  sail,  and  so  scattered  with  mists  and 

ta,  that  few  of  them  arrived  together.    Our  four  ships,  which 

in  April,  arrived  here  in  June  and  July,  where  we  found  the 

ly  £ii  a  iad  &nd  unexpected  condition ;  above  eighty  of  them 
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bemg  dead  ihe  winter  before,  and  many  of  thoie  alive  weak  and 
wck :  all  the  corn  and  bread  among  (hem  all  bardlj  sufficient  to 
feed  them  a  forlnighL  But^  bearing  thes«  things  as  we  might,  we 
began  to  consult  of  our  place  of  sitting  Uo^^o ;  for  Salem,  wbere  we 
landed,  pleased  us  not.  And,  to  that  purposef  some  were  sent  to 
the  Baj  to  search  up  the  risers  for  a  convenient  place ;  who,  upon 
their  return,  reported  to  have  found  a  good  place  upon  Mislick; 
but  some  other  of  us,  seconding  these,  to  approve  or  dislike  of  their 
judgment;  we  found  a  place  liked  us  better,  three  leagues  up 
Charles  Biver,  and  thereupon  unshipped  our  goods  into  other 
vessels,  and,  with  much  cost  and  laborn,  brought  tbem  in  July  to 
Charlestown.  But,  there  receiving  advertisements  (bj  some  of  the 
late  arrived  ships)  &om  London  and  Amsterdam  of  some  French 
preparations  against  us  (manj  of  our  people  brought  with  ua  being 
aick  of  fevers  and  the  scurvj,  and  we  thereby  unable  to  carry  up 
our  orduance  and  baggage  so  far)^  we  were  forced  to  change  €omi-» 
ael,  and  for  our  present  shelter  to  plant  dispersedly;  ^me  at 
Charlestown,  which  standeth  on  the  north  side  of  the  tnouth  of 
Charles  River;  some  on  the  south  side  thereof,  which  place  we 
named  Boston  (ajj  we  intended  to  have  done  the  place  we  firsi 
resolved  on)  ;  some  of  us  upon  MiBtick,  which  we  named  Meadford  ^ 
some  of  us  westward  on  Charles  River,  four  miles  from  Charlaa- 
town,  which  place  we  named  Waiertown ;  others  of  us  two  milea 
firom  Boston,  in  a  place  we  called  Eoxbury  ;  others  upon  the  river 
Sangus  between  Salem  and  Charlestown ;  and  the  Westem-men 
four  miles  south  from  Boston,  in  a  place  we  named  Zhrchestsr^ 
They  who  bad  health  to  labor  fell  to  building,  wherein  many  were 
interrupted  with  sickness,  and  many  died  weekly,  yea,  almost  daily, 
*^  Ai^er  my  brief  manner  I  say  this  :  that  if  any  come  hither  to 
plant  for  worldly  ends,  that  can  live  well  at  home,  he  commita  fui 
error,  of  which  he  will  soon  repent  bim ;  but,  if  for  spiritual,  and 
that  no  particular  obstacle  hinder  his  removal,  he  may  find  here 
what  may  well  content  him,  viz.,  materials  to  build,  fuel  to  burn, 
ground  to  plant,  seas  and  rivers  to  fi^h  in,  a  pure  air  to  breath  in, 
good  water  to  drink  till  wine  or  beer  can  be  made ;  which,  together 
with  the  cows,  hogs,  and  goats  brought  hither  already,  may  ^u^ca 
for  food :  as  for  fowl  and  venison,  they  are  dainties  here  m  well  as 
in  Engl  an  d>  For  clothes  and  bedding,  they  must  bring  them  with 
them^  till  time  and  industry  produce  them  here^  In  a  word,  we  yet 
enjoy  little  to  be  envied^  but  eudure  much  to  be  pitied  in  the  sick* 
ness  and  mortality  of  our  people.  If  any  godly  men,  out  of  rcH- 
gious  ends^  will  come  over  to  help  us  in  the  good  work  we  are 
about,  I  think  they  cannot  dispose  of  themselves  nor  of  their  estates 
more  to  God*s  gloiy^  and  the  furtherance  of  their  own  reckoning ; 
but  they  must  not  be  of  the  poorer  sort  yet,  for  divers  years.  I  am 
now,  tlua  28lh  March,  1631,  sealing  my  letters, 

**  Your  Honor's  old  thankful  servant^ 

"Thomas  Buplet," 


FntST   SFrrLEMSXT.  SI 

"  The  fire  imdertakers  were  Governor  Winthrop,  Deputy 
GoTemor  Dadler,  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall.  Isaac  Johnson^ 
Esq.,  and  Mr.  KeviL" 

"The  settlement  of  the  patent  in  Xew  Engbnd"  meant 
tLe  establishment  of  the  government  here.  Hutchinson 
aari:  "It  is  evident  fxx>m  the  charter,  that  the  origrinal 
design  of  it  vas  to  constitute  a  corporation  in  England,  like 
to  that  of  the  East  India  Company,  with  powers  to  settle 
plantations  within  the  limits  of  the  territory,  under  such 
forms  of  sovemment  and  masristracv  as  should  be  fit   and 


The  decision  of  the  Court  respecting  the  occupancy  of 
hndj  after  their  arrival,  was  known  to  our  fathers.  At  the 
meeting  in  London,  March  10,  162S-9,  the  Court  say :  — 

'^  Tills  day  being  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  touching 
the  £T]sioD  of  the  lands  in  Xew  England,  where  our  first  planta- 
tiiHi  diaS  be,  it  was,  af^er  much  debate,  thought  fit  to  refer  this 
basaeBs  lo  the  Governor  ^Cradock),  and  a  Comminee  to  be  chosen 
to  ihis  paqMse  to  assist  him ;  and  whatsoever  they  shall  do  therein, 
l^M  ID  Stand  for  good." 

ItMt  28,  1629 :  In  the  ''  second  general  letter/*  the  Court 

*We  have  further  taken  into  our  consideration  the  fitness  and 
r.  or  rather  necessity,  of  making  a  divident  of  land,  and 
a  proportion  to  each  adventurer :  and,  to  this  purpose, 
~  I  and  confirmed  an  Act,  and  sealed  the  same  with  our 
kseaL" 

In  the  Charlestown  records.  1664,  John  Greene^  gi^^ing  a 
of  the  first  comers,  says :  — 


*  Amongst  others  that  arrived  at  Salem,  at  their  own  cost,  were 
Ba4»k  Spragne  with  his  brethren  Richard  and  William,  who,  with 
doee  or  four  more,  by  joiut  consent  and  approbation  of  Mr.  John 
En&otc,  Governor,  did,  the  same  summer  of  anno  1628  (9), 
mdcftake  a  journey  from  Salem,  and  travelled  the  woods  above 
twelve  miles  to  the  westward,  and  lighted  of  a  place  situate  and 
Iriiig  on  the  north  side  of  Charles  River,  full  of  Indians,  called 
Abesrpnians.  Their  old  sachem  being  dead,  his  eldest  son,  by  the 
Fitgfwh  called  John  Sagamore,  was  their  chief,  and  a  man  naturally 
of  a  gentle  and  good  disposition. .  .  .  Thej  found  it  was  a  neck  of 
laad,  generally  full  of  stately  timber,  as  was  the  main,  and  the  land 
Mng  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  called  Mjstick  River,  from  the 
Mr.  Cradock's  servants  had  planted  called  Mystick,  which 
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this  river  led  up  unto ;  and,  indeed,  generally  all  the  country  rovHi 
about  was  an  uncouth  wilderness,  fliU  of  timber." 

This  party  from  Salem^  passing  through  Medford,  weretha 
first  European  feet  that  pressed  the  soil  we  now  tread.         • 

At  the  Court  of  Assistants,  held  in  London,  May  21, 1629, 
it  was  thus  ordered :  — 

^  That  two  hundred  acres  of  land  be  by  them  allotted  to  eick  « 
adventurer  for  £50  adventure  in  the  common  stock,  and  so,  after 
that  rate,  and  according  to  that  proportion,  for  more  or  less,  as  tbft 
adventure  is,  to  the  intent  they  may  build  their  houses  and  improve 
their  lands  thereon.     It  is  further  fit  and  ordered,  that  all  such'M 
go  over  in  person,  or  send  over  others  at  their  charge,  and  an    ' 
adventurers  in  the  common  stock,  shall  have  lands  (fifty  acres) 
allotted  unto  them  for  each  person  they  transport  to  inhabit  the 
plantation,  as  well  servants  as  all  others." 

Mr.  Cradock,  according  to  this,  must  have  had  large  grants. 
The  lands  granted  must  be  improved  within  three  years^  or 
forfeited.  If  a  person  came  here  who  had  no  share  in  the 
common  stock  of  the  Company,  he  could  have  only  fifity 
acres  of  land,  though  a  head  of  a  family.  These  small 
grants  surprise  us  till  we  consider  that  land  in  the  Old  World, 
and  especially  in  England,  was  scarce  and  dear. 

Governor  Winthrop  in  his  Journal  says :  "  Thursday^  ITth 
of  Jime,  1630:  We  went  to  Massachusetts  to  find  out  a 
place  for  our  sitting  down.  We  went  up  Mystick  River 
about  six  miles."  This  was  the  first  exploration  of  the  river, 
carried  probably  as  far  as  Medford  lines ;  and  the  English 
eyes  in  that  boat  were  the  first  eyes  of  settlers  that  looked 
upon  these  fields  on  which  we  now  live.  The  first  settlers 
came  from  Sufiblk,  Essex,  and  Lincolnshire,  in  England. 

The  first  grant  made  by  the  Court  of  Assistants  of  lands 
in  Mistick  was  made  to  Governor  Winthrop  in  1631.  The 
record  says :  ^'  Six  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  set  forth  by 
metes  and  bounds,  near  his  house  in  Mistick,  to  enjoy  to  him 
and  his  heirs  for  ever."  He  called  his  place,  after  the  manner 
of  the  English  noblemen,  the  "  Ten  Hills  Farm ; "  which 
name  it  still  retains.  This  fiivorite  selection  of  the  chief 
magistrate  would  naturally  turn  his  thoughts  to  his  fast 
friend,  Mathew  Cradock,  and  lead  him  to  induce  Mr.  Cra- 
dock's  men  to  settle  in  the  neighborhood.  Thus  we  arrive 
at  a  natural  reason  for  the  first  coming  of  shipwrights  and 
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to  this  locality.     Gov.  Winthrop  had  early  §cttlcd 

question   for  himself,   and  then  iminediately  gave   his 

idvicc  to  his  firicnd^s  company;  for,  by  Bpecial  contract  in 

England,  the  artisanfi  ivere  to  work  two-thirds  of  the  time 

far  the  Compiaiy,  and   onc-thircl  for  Mr,  Cradock.      This 

toauf  ement  brought  the  Governor  and  these  workmeD  very 

tear  tdgctheTp  and  made  it  the  interest  and  convenience  of 

both  to  become  neighbors.    We  do  not  see  ho^  it  could  have 

l>e«ii  well  otherwise. 

The  facts  we  infer  are  these.      The  four  ships,  Arbella, 

Jinrell,  Ambrose,  and  Talbotj  which  sailed  from  the  Islo  of 

fl^tght,  April  8,  1(130,  brougjht  the  first  settlers  of  this  region, 

0  of  tlie  ships  belonged  to  Mr*  Cradock.     The  Governor 

the  care  of  Mr.  Cradock's  men^  and^  bm  soon  as  possible 

lor  his  arrival,  searched  for  the  best  place  wherein  to  employ 

iiem.     His  choice  fell  on  Mistick,  probably  on  the  17th  day 

of  JuDe  ;  and  so  rapidl/  did  our  young  plantation  thrive,  thatp 

t&tk  the  28th  of  September  (ooly  four  months  afterwards)^ 
Ifedford  was  taxed  £S  for  the  support  of  military  teachen. 
NcfV.   SO,    I63D,  another  tax   of   £3  was   levied.     Thus 
Hedford  became  a  part  of  *'  London^s  Plantation  in  Ma^sa- 
chtisetts  Bay,*'    Twelve  ships  had  brought,  within  a  year, 
fifteen  htmdied  p^sons ;  and  Medford  had  a  large  numerical 
share.     The  rimnrng  streams  of  fresh  water  in  our  locality 
were  tt  great  inducement  to  English  settlers  ;  for  they  thought 
^fuch  itreams  ini^pensable.     In  1630  they  would  not  settle 
^Bit   lioxbury  '*  because  there  wa^  no  running  water."     In 
^Charlestown  ( 1630}  the  **  people  grew  discontented  for  want 
of  water ;  who  generally  notioned  no  water  good  for  a  town 
rling  springs/'  McdJbrd,  at  the  earliest  period,  became 
[  ;  jinolous  body  politic  called  a  town;  creating  its  own 

govern mentp  and  electing  its  own  officers.  No  municipal 
organisation,  like  this,  had  been  witnessed  in  the  old  world 
kit  four  centuries ! 

How  natural  was  tins  growth.  By  the  law,  **  each  adven- 
tiiref  had  a  right  to  fifty  acres  of  land/'  Each  one  would 
see  that  this  grant  waa  made  and  secured*  Thus  the  territory 
yifrxn  divided  into  manageable  lots,  and  thus  farms  began.  Gov. 
1^  idley  says:  **Some  of  us  planted  upon  Mistick  (1630), 
wlii  L  we  called  Mcadford.''  This  shows  the  beginning  of  a 
tctdiL-ment  by  other  than  Mr.  Cradock's  men.  Mr.  Cradock's 
men  bad  their  rights  to  land ;  and  probably  each  one  received 
his  due.     The  grant  was  not  confirmed  to  Mr.  Cradock  till 
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1634.     The  sales  of  land,  after  his  deatli,  to  Edward  Collii 
Jonathan    Wade,    Richard    RusseU^    Peter   Tufts,    Thomas 
Brooks,  Timothy  Wheeler,  and  others,  shows  the  slow  jw] 
gress  of  the  infant  settlement. 

With  the  Governor  and  Mr*  Cradock's  men,  many,  doubt- 
lesSj  were  glad  to  associate  themselves  ;  because  somett 
like  a  definite  organisation  already  existed  among  them.  Tl 
elements  of  power  and  prosperity  seemed  to  be  with  then 
and  we  can  imagine  our  first  settlers  beginning  their  event! 
experiment  with  lion  hearts  and  giant  hands.  We 
therefore  reasonably  fix  upon  June  17,  1630,  as  the  til 
when  our  Anglo-Sa3ton  ancestor^  first  came  to  Med  ford, 
determined  upon  the  settlement  of  the  town,  and  thus  tool 
possession.  Gov.  Dudley  says ;  "  They  who  had  health  to 
labor  fell  to  building***  This  must  have  been  so  with  all  the 
first  comers  here ;  and  we  can  see,  in  our  mind's  eye,  the 
lofty  forest  falling  by  the  woodman's  axe,  and  anon  taking  its 
place  in  the  tents  or  log-huts,  which  were  the  only  shelter 
from  the  fast  approaching  cold*  Here  let  it  be  remarked, 
that  there  is  not  connected  with  the  first  steps  of  our  Med- 
ford  plantation  the  slightest  trace  of  injustice,  violence,  or 
crime.  In  the  minute  accounts  of  the  best  historians,  there 
is  no  mention  of  treachery,  idleness,  or  dissipation.  If  any 
iriolation  of  good  neighborhood,  or  civil  law,  or  gospel 
morality,  had  existed,  we  should  certainly  have  heard  of  it ; 
for  every  man  was  emphatically  his  brother's  keeper,  and  was 
Argos-eyed  to  detect  the  offender,  and  Briarian-handed  to 
clutch  him.  We  therefore  confidently  infer,  that  they  who 
had  concluded  to  make  this  place  theit  home,  were  noble 
adventurers,  conscientious  patriots,  and  uncompromising 
Puritans  ;  men  whose  courage  dared  to  meet  the  panther  and 
the  tomahawk,  whose  benevolence  would  share  with  the  red 
man  its  last  loaf,  and  whose  piety  adored  the  hand  that  seal 
sickness  and  death.  We  should  expect  from  no  one  but 
Archbishop  Laud  the  following  remark :  **  These  men  do  but 
begin  with  the  Church,  that  they  might  after  have  the  freer 
access  to  the  State."  Their  hired  men  and  servants  were  of 
excellent  character^  with  one  or  two  exceptions.  Our  fethers 
brought  with  them  the  Company's  directions,  dated  April  17| 
1629 1  and  they  complied  with  the  following :  "  Our  eani4 
desire  is,  that  you  take  special  care,  in  settling  these  fami 
that  the  chief  in  the  &mily  (at  least  some  of  them) 
grounded  in  religion ;  whereby,  morning  and  evening 


FIRST  SETTLEMENT.  85 

duties  may  be  duly  performed,  and  a  watchful  eye  held  over 
all  in  each  funily,  by  one  or  more  in  each  family  to  be 
appointed  thereto,  that  so  disorders  ntay  be  prevented,  and  ill 
weeds  nipt  before  they  take  too  great  a  head."  Their  trust 
was  the  Bible,  law-book,  and  gun. 

The  early  histories  tell  of  many,  in  other  places,  who 
becsame  dissatisfied  with  their  first  choice,  and  moved  to  more 
promising  localities ;  but  not  a  word  of  complaint  reaches  us 
firom  the  first  planters  of  Medford,  and  no  one,  to  our 
knowledge,  left  the  plantation.  They  brought  with  them  the 
animui  manendi. 

To  show  how  fast  the  settlement  went  on,  it  is  said,  under 
date  of  Oct.  30,  1631,  that  ^'the  Governor  erected  a  build- 
ing of  stone  at  Mistick."  The  houses  of  the  first  settlers 
were  fortified  by  palisades,^  thought  to  be  a  very  necessary 
defence  of  themselves  and  their  cattle  against  the  nocturnal 
attacks  of  wild  beasts  and  savages.  It  was  not  uncommon 
for  ft  plantation  to  unite  in  building  a  stone  or  brick  house, 
into  which  they  could  retire  for  the  night,  or  escape  from  the 
Indians.  In  Medford  were  built  three  of  these  strong  brick 
citadels,  two  of  which  yet  stand.  Obliged  to  depend  in  great 
measure  for  subsistence,  during  the  first  winter^  upon  food 
brought  from  England,  there  must  have  been  an  impatient 
waiting  for  spring ;  and,  when  it  arrived,  the  whole  population 
must  have  gone  to  work  in  clearing  whatever  open  land  could 
be  used  for  planting.  A  writer  says  (1630)  :  "  The  scarcity 
of  grain  was  great ;  every  bushel  of  wheat-meal,  14s.  sterling ; 
every  bushel  of  peas,  10s. ;  and  not  easy  to  be  procured 
cither.'' 

**  Aug.  16,  1631 :  Six  hundred  acres  of  land  given  to  the 
Governor  near  his  house  in  Mistick," 

The  crops  of  1631  were  most  abundant.  Having  made 
their  selection  and  commenced  their  settlement,  our  ancestors 
were  not  likely  to  be  disturbed  by  interlopers  ;  for  the  Court 
of  Assistants,  Sept.  7,  1630,  passed  the  following :  ^*  It  is 
ordered,  that  no  person  shall  plant  in  any  place  within  the 
limits  of  this  patent,  without  leave  from  the  Governor  and 
Assistants,  or  the  major  part  of  them."  Governor  Winthrop 
felt  too  deep  an  interest  in  his  near  neighbors  to  allow  any 
infringement  of  this  law.  The  first  planting  of  Medford  was 
thus  singularly  auspicious  under  the  supervision  of  the  illus- 
trious chief  magistrate,  called  the  "American  Nehemiah," 
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and  by  the  more  effectual  patronage  of  the  richest  member  of 
the  Company.  Its  numbers  and  prosperity  increased  while 
Mr.  Cradock  lived ;  and^  when  his  interest  was  removed^  it 
declined. 

The  lands  of  a  town  were  parcelled  out  by  a  committee, 
chosen  by  the  inhabitants.  Seven  wise  and  prudent  men 
were  selected  for  this  purpose.  The  town  mainly  directed, 
and  tlien  ratified,  the  work.     Sometimes  lots  decided  a  case. 

How  many  of  the  first  settlers  became  freemen  we  shall 
not  know  until  the  lost  records  of  Medford  are  discovered. 
We  find  the  following  Medford  names  among  the  list  of  free- 
men between  1630  and  1646.  How  many  were  settlers  here 
wc  know  not.  Nathaniel  Bishop,  Thomas  Beeves,  John 
(/oUins,  Jonathan  Porter,  Richard  Bishop,  Thomas  Brooke, 
John  Waite,  William  Manning,  John  Hail,  Richard  FrancLs, 
William  Blanchard,  Henry  Simonds,  Zachery  Fitch,  Richard 
Wado;  Richard  Bugbe,  John  Watson,  Abraham  Newell, 
Henry  Brooke,  Gamaliel  Wayte,  Hezekiah  Usher,  Thomas 
Bradbury,  Richard  Swan,  John  Howe,  Edmund  Angier, 
Thomas  Oakes,  Hugh  Pritchard.  If  any  historian  issues 
a  writ  of  replevin,  then  wo  must  appeal  to  lost  records,  or 
give  up. 

In  the  county  records  we  find  the  following  names  of  men 
represented  as  at  Medford :  — 


.     1683. 

Thomas  Greene  •    .    . 

1659. 

James  Noyes       .    . 

.     1634. 

James  Pembertcm    •     • 

1659. 

Richard  Berry    .    . 

.     1G36. 

Joseph  Hills  •     .     •     . 

1662. 

Tliomas  Mnyhow 

.     1630. 

Jonathan  TTade  .     .     . 

1668. 

Benjamin  Crisp  .     . 

.     1636. 

Edward  Collins   .     .    . 

1669. 

James  Garrett     .     , 

.     1637. 

John  Call 

1669. 

John  Smith     .     .     . 

.     KUJS. 

Daniel  Deane      .     .     . 

1669. 

Richard  Cooke    . 

.     1640. 

Samuel  Hayward     .     . 
Caleb  Brooks      .    .     . 

1670. 

Josiah  Dawstin    . 

.     1641. 

1672. 

Dix   .     .    . 

•     .     1641. 

Daniel  Markham     .     . 

1675. 

Ri.  Dexter      .     . 

.     .     1644. 

John  Whitmore  •    •     . 

.     1678. 

William  Sargent 

.     .     1648. 

John  Greenland  .    •     , 

1678. 

James  Goodnow  . 

.     1650. 

Daniel  Woodward    .    , 

.     1679. 

John  Martin   .    . 

.     .     1650. 

Isaac  Fox  .    •    .     • 

.     1679. 

Edward  Convers 

.    .     1650. 

Stephen  Willis    .    . 

.     1680. 

Goulden  Moore  . 

.    .     1654. 

Thomas  Willis     .    . 

.     1680. 

Robert  Burden    • 

.    .     1655. 

John  HaU  .... 

.     1680. 

Richard  Russell  . 

.    .     1656. 

Gersham  Swan   .    . 

.     1684. 

Thos.  Shephard  . 

.     .     1657. 

Joseph  Angier     .     . 

.     1684. 

Thos.  Danforth    . 

.     .     1658. 

John  Bradshaw   .     . 

.     1685. 
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nPm  Fluids.         .     1085. 
Peter  TuAa     .     •     .     .     1686, 
Jonathan  TxsftB    .    .    .     16d0« 

JolinTufta     .    ,    .    ,     1690 
Simo^  BFoddtnset     .    ,     1005. 

The  foUowmg  owned  landB 

in  Medford  before  1680;  — 

Winiom  Btidn 
Rob,  Broaclidu 
Mr«*  Anne  Higginson. 
Caleb  Ilobttrt 
John  Pdraer* 
Niciwlns  Davidson* 

Increase  No  well 
Zachar/  SyioniGS. 
John  Bstli. 
Jotham  Giboos. 
Richard  Stilman. 
Mrs.  Mary  Eliot, 

Tlie  laodi  of  Medford  were  apportioned  to  the  first  settlers 
according  to  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  May  SI,  16^9 1  and 
Jo^elyn  apeakjs  of  the  town,  in  16S8,  as  **  a  scattered  village/* 
We  snppose  that  the  three  **  forts/'  or  brick  houses,  were 
placeil  conveniently  for  the  protection  of  all  the  inhabitants. 
If  so,  the  first  settlers  occupied  the  land  near  the  river,  on  its 
bank,  from  the  old  brick  house  on  Ship  Street  to  the 

Rt  brick  houie,  now  standing  behind  the  house  of  the  late 
Governor  Brooks.  Soon  the  population  stretched  westward 
to  Mystic  Pond ;  and,  when  the  inhabitants  came  to  build 
their  first  meeting-house,  they  found  the  central  place  to  be 
**  Rock  Hill ; "  and  there  they  built  it.  The  West  End  was 
very  early  settled  as  the  best  land  for  tillagCp 

It  i«  natural  to  ask,  by  what  right  our  Medford  ancestors 
held  their  farms  at  first,  and  what  guarantees  they  had  from 
adequate  authorities.  We  have  abundant  testimony  that  not 
a  foot  of  land  was  taken  from  the  Indiana  by  force.  Every 
particle  was  fully  and  satisfactorily  paid  for,  as  wc  have  shown 
elsewhere*  Having  thus  honorably  come  into  possession^  the 
lipiestion  was,  how  can  ownership  be  legally  secured  ?  That 
«tion  was  answered  by  the  following. most  important  order 

the  General  Court,  under  date  of  April  1,  1634 :  — 

**  It  ie  ordered,  that  the  constable  and  four  or  more  of  the  chief 
inhabitants  <^f  every  tovm  (to  be  chosen  by  all  the  freemen  there, 
at  some  meeting  there),  with  the  advice  of  some  one  or  more  of  the  * 
next  Assistants,  ihalJ  maJce  a  survey  of  the  houses  backside^  com- 
fieJdd,  mowing-ground,  and  other  lands,  improved  or  enclosed^  or 
grttited  by  special  order  of  the  Court^  of  every  free  inhabitant 
there,  and  fihall  enter  the  same  in  a  book  (fairly  written  in  words 
ut  liuigtJi  aod  not  in  figures),  with  the  several  boimds  and  quanti- 
tiea,  by  the  nearest  estimation,  and  .shal!  deliver  a  tnmscript  thereof 
into  the  Court  within  six  months  now  next  ensuing ;  and  the  same^ 
»o  entered  and  recorded,  shall  be  snflicient  assurance  to  every  such 
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free  iDhabitaiit^  his  and  their  heirs  and  assigna,  of  such  estate 
inheritaDce,  or  as  they  shall  have  in  any  such  houses,  laodSj  or 
fi-ank-tenements."     (See  HUtory  of  the  Indians.) 

Mr,  Wm.  Wood,  who  resided  some  years  in  the  Colon  J 
pubUslied,  In  1634j  the  following  description  of  Medford  :  - 

'^  Towards  the  north-weBt  of  this  bay  is  a  great  creek,  ttf 

whose  shore  is  situated  the  village  of  Medford,  a  very  fertile  and 
pleasant  place,  and  fit  for  more  inhabitantB  than  are  yet  in  it*" 

We  omit  the  descriptions  of  Newton  and  Watertown  here 
introduced.     The  writer  then  saya :  —  ~ 

*'  The  next  town  is  Mi  sticky  which  is  three  miles  from  Charlc 
town  hy  landf  and  a  league  and  a  half  by  water*  Jt  is  seated  b) 
the  water's  side  very  pleasantly :  there  are  not  many  houses  as  yet. 
At  the  head  of  this  river  are  great  and  spacious  pondsp  whither  the 
ale  wives  press  to  spawn*  Thij3  being  a  noted  place  for  that  kind  of 
fiishp  the  English  resort  hither  to  take  them*  On  the  west  side  of 
this  river  the  Governor  has  a  farm,  where  he  keeps  most  of  his 
cattle.  On  the  east  side  is  Mr.  Craddock's  plantation,  where  he  has 
impaled  a  park,  where  he  keeps  his  cattle,  till  he  can  store  it  witli 
deer.  Here,  likewise,  he  is  at  charges  of  building  ships*  The  last 
year,  one  was  upon  the  stocks  of  a  hundred  tons ;  that  being  finished, 
they  are  to  build  one  twice  her  burden*  Ships,  without  either  bal- 
last or  loading,  may  float  down  this  river ;  otherwise,  the  oystET* 
bank  would  hinder  them  which  crossetb  the  channeL*' 

The  Hon,  James  Savage,  in  his  edition  of  Winthropl 
Jonmal,  vol.  ii*  p.  195,  has  the  following  note  concemin 
Medford :  — 

**  Of  so  flourishing  a  town  aa  Medford,  the  settlement  of  wide 
had  been  made  as  early  as  that  of  any  other,  except  Charleatov 
in  the  bay,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  early  history  is  very  meagre 
From  Beveral  statements  of  Jta  proportion  of  the  public  charges 
the  colony  rates,  it  must  be  concluded  that  it  was,  within  the  fir 
eight  years,  superior  in  wealth  at  diJSerent  times  to  Newbury,  Ipg*^ 
wich^  Hinghamn,  Weymouth,  all  andent  towns,  furnished  with  rega* 
•lar  ministers.  Yet  the  number  of  people  was  certainly  small  i  and 
the  weight  of  the  tax  was  probably  btjrne  by  the  property  of  Go- 
vernor Cradock,  there  invested  ibr  fishing  and  other  purposes. 
When  that  establishment  was  withdrawn,  X  suppose,  the  town 
languished  many  years,  Simon  Bradstreet  and  James  Noyes 
preached*  The  consequence  of  their  subsequent  destitution  of  the 
best  means  of  religion  were  very  unhappy.  The  town  was  poorly 
inhabited,  the  people  much  divided,  occasionally  prosecuted  for  their 
deiidenciea,  and  long  in  a  miserable  condition.    A  long  period  of 
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happiness  at  last  arriyed  in  the  times  of  Turell  and  Osgood ;  and, 
for  more  than  a  century,  Medford  has  appeared  one  of  the  most 
thriving  villages  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston." 

The  shadows  in  this  pictiire,  we  think,  are  darker  than  the 
records  will  warrant. 

The  first  settlers  came  to  Medford  in  June,  1630.  The 
grant  of  land  to  Mr.  Cradock  was  March  4,  1634.  Here, 
therefore,  were  almost  four  years  in  which  the  first  comers 
were  gathering  and  settling  before  Mr.  Cradock  came  into 
possession.  His  prosperous  company  would  naturally  induce 
others  to  come  here ;  and,  when  they  had  thus  settled,  they 
would  form  a  government ;  and,  when  all  these  tilings  were 
done,  it  would*  not  be  policy  for  Mr.  Cradock  to  disturb  or 
remove  such  friends.  For  more  than  three  years  they  labored 
on  the  land,  and  made  an  agricultural  beginning,  confirmed 
by  Mr^  Cradock.  In  his  letter  he  gives  special  charge  con- 
cerning all  such ;  that  every  thing  be  done  for  their  safety  and 
comfort  These  were  the  fathers  of  Medford.  1633 :  An 
historian  says  of  the  colonists :  *^  Although  they  were  in 
such  g^eat  straights  for  food  that  many  of  them  ate  their 
bread  by  weight,  yet  they  did  not  faint  in  spirit."  Gov. 
Winthrop,  Sept  9,  1630^  says :  "  It  is  enough  that  we  shall 
have  heaven,  though  we  pass  through  hell  to  it." 

As  soon  as  Gov.  Winthrop  had  settled  himself  on  the  Ten- 
HiU  Farm,  in  1630,  he  recommended  Gov.  Cradock's  men  to 
plant  themselves  directly  opposite  him  on  the  north  side  of 
the  river.  They  did  so.  A  promontory  there,  jutting 
towards  the  south  into  the  marsh,  was  the  only  safe  place 
then  to  build  upon.  It  is  about  sixty  rods  south-east  of  the 
ancient  house  now  standing  on  the  farm  of  Messrs.  James  and 
Isaac  Wellington.  The  marshes  stretch  away  from  this  pro- 
montory, on  every  side  except  the  north,  where  it  joins  the 
mainland.  On  its  highest  point  they  built  the  first  house 
erected  in  Medford.  This  was  in  July,  1630.  There  are 
persons  now  living  who  knew  an  old  lady,  named  Blanchard, 
who  was  bom  in  that  house.  It  was  probably  a  log-house, 
of  large  dimensions,  with  a  small,  deep  cellar,  having  a 
chimney  of  bricks  laid  in  clay.  The  cellar  was  walled  up 
with  stone,  and  has  been  destroyed  but  a  few  years.  The 
bricks,  very  similar  to  those  in  Gov.  Cradock's  mansion-house, 
have  been  in  part  removed.  We  have  to-day  (April  26, 
1855)  taken  away  half  a  dozen  of  them  as  specimens  of  the 
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first  manufactary  in  Medford.     They  are  very  largi 
badly  made,  and  burned  to  the  hardness  of  granite.     Thus 
fixed,  in  the  most  fayorable  position,  Gov*  Cradock*s  men 
passed  the  first  winter ;  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to  busi- 
ness in  the  spritig  of  1631. 

As  we  sit  in  our  safe  and  comfortable  homes,  how  difficult 
is  it  for  us  to  estimate  the  perils  and  labors  of  our  ancestors ! 
How  faintly  do  we  appreciate  those  daily  toils  by  which  tliey 
rescued  from  the  forest  the  fields  we  now  reap !    How  inade- 
quate is  our  measurement  of  those  multiform  deprivations 
through  which  they  secured  to  us  our  present  abundance 
Above  all,  how  imperfect  is  our  appraisement  of  those  anxio 
endeavors  to  establish  the  civil  institutions  by  which  we  a: 
protected,  and  to  cement  those  social  relations  in  which 
are  blessed !     Theirs  were  the  labors  of  sowing ;  ours,  the 
joys  of  harvest.     In  their  life's  great  picture,  poverty  and 
suffering  were  the  dark  clouds  prepared  as  the  backgi-ound 
for  the  exhibition  of  their  Christian  graces.    They  had  made 
up  their  minds   on  the  duties  of  their  mission,  and  they 
**  endured  as  seeing  Kim  who  is  invisible.**    They  did  not 
expect  that  a  natural  Virginian  bridge  would  be  thrown  over 
all  the  deep  gulfs  of  human  life.     They  meditated,  prayed, 
resolved,  acted,  and  confjL"*^^^^'     Honor  viri'utis  premium.     ^H 

lrV;€  confess  to  hear  with  small  patience  some  of  thoH 
fashionable  and  flippant  denunciations  of  our  pilgrim  ances- 
tors. They  are  uttered  sometimes  by  those  who  should  know 
better,  and  sometimes  by  those  who  are  sumptuously  feeding 
from  tables  which  these  ancestors  have  spread  for  Uiem.  If 
we  disregard  the  early  education  and  conventional  habits,  the 
pec^iliar  exposures  and  straightened  circumstances  of  our 
forefathers,  it  may  then  be  very  easy,  judging  them  by  our 
rules,  to  impugn  their  motives,  criticize  theij  plans^  ridicule 
their  errors,  and  magnify  their  faults  ;  but  we  think  it  would 
show  our  wisdom  and  magnanimity  much  better  if  we  should 
do  for  posterity,  in  our  situations^  as  much  as  they  did  for  it 
131  tlieirs«  ^J 

To  illustrate  the  peril  gupposed  to  exist  in  the  early  settlfl^^ 
ment,  we  copy  the  following  order  of  the  General  Court* 
Sept  S,  1635 :  '*  It  is  agreed,  that  hereafter  no  dwelling- 
house  shall  be  built  above  half  a  mile  from  the  meeting- 
house, in  any  new  plantation,  without  leave  from  the 
Court*' 

Our  Medford  ancestors  kept  a  jealous  eye  upon  nefw  com- 


ers,  and  enforced  the  folio wiog  order,  passed  Sept*  6,  16S8  : 

Ordered  J  That  constables  shall  inform  of  neir  tomersi  if  any 

"tted  without  license/* 

at  the  Company  in  London  had  txed  firmly  one  point, 

e  following  extract  from  their  second  letter,  May  28,  1629, 

will  sufBciently  prove :  **  The  course  we  have  prescribed  of 

Iceepicig  a  daily  register  in  each  family  will  be  a  great  help 

md  remembrance  to  you  and  to  future  posterity^  for  the 

upholding  and  continuance  of  this  good  act,  if  once  well 

be^uB  and  settled,  which  we  heartily  wish  and  desire  as  afore- 

^iaid***    This  referred  to  a  spiritual  espionage  which  they  had 

^■resolYed  should  be  held  over  every  family. 

^M    It  will  be  interesting  here  to  see  how  the  heirs  of  Mr, 

BCrmii^k  dijsposed  of  his  large  estate,  and  to  trace  how  it 

~  eame  into  the  hands  of  Medford  settlers* 

Mr.  Cradock's  widow,  Rebecca,  married  Eichard  Glover, 
who,  March  1,  1644,  rented  to  Edward  Collins  one-half  of 
his  land  '*  in  Medford  in  New  England ;  "  viz.,  *^  houses,  edi- 
fieeSj  buildings,  bams,  stables^  out*houses,  lands,  tenements, 
meadawsj  pastures,  findings,  woods,  highways,  profits,  com- 
modities, and  appurtenances." 

Mr.  Cnidock*s  widow  married  her  third  husband.  Rev, 
Benj*  Whitchcot,  D.D.,  in  1652,  Bamaris,  Mr.  Cradock's 
diiighter,  married  Thomas  Andrews,  leather-seller,  of  London, 
Semuel,  his  brother,  was  elder  of  Chapleton,  and  had  three 
By  instriunents,  dated  June  2  and  Sept  6,  165S2,  they 
mil-ckim  to  Mr.  Collins  **all  that  messuage,  farm,  or  plan- 
[f  called  Meadford  in  New  England  "  by  them  owned. 
SO,  1656 :  Mr.  Collins,  after  residing  twelve  years  on 
&nD  in  Medford,  sells  to  Richard  Russell  of  Charlestown, 
iixteem  hundred  acres  of  it,  with  his  mansion-house  and  other 
boildings.  This  track  was  bounded  by  Mystic  River  on  the 
ioutk,  by  Cbarlestown  line  on  the  north,  by  trees  standing 
sear  a  brook  on  the  west,  and  by  the  farms  of  Nowell  and 
ochacs  on  the  east  '^  Collins  covenants  to  save  Russell 
less  from  all  claims  from  the  heirs  of  Cradock,  unto 
horn  th«  said  plantation  was  first  granted  "  by  the  Court* 
o  specification  is  given  of  the  number  of  '*  cattle "  or  of 
tenements/*  At  this  time,  Mr.  Collins  deeds  other  portions 
his  &rm  to  other  persons. 

Hay  25,  1661:  Richard  Russell,  who  had  occupied  the 
*'  mansion-hotise  '*  five  years,  sold  it,  with  twelve  hundred 
acraa  of  his  land,  to  Jonathan  Wade,  who  Uved  near  the 

6 


42  HI8T0BT   OF   MEDFORD. 

bridge  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  After  the  death  of 
Mr.  Russell,  his  heirs  sold  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  to 
Mr.  Peter  Tufts.  The  deed  is  dated  April  20,  1677.  This 
tract  is  now  the  most  thickly  settled  part  of  Medford. 

The  names  of  early  settlers  are  found  in  their  deeds  of 
land.  Oct.  20,  1656:  James  Garrett,  captain  of  the  ship 
"  Hope,**  sells,  for  £5,  to  Edward  Collins,  "  forty  acres  of  land 
on  the  north  side  of  Mistick  Biver,  butting  on  Mistick  Fond 
oA  the  west.** 

March  13,  1657:  Samuel  Adams  sells  ''to  Ed.  Collins 
forty  acres  of  land ;  bounded  on  the  east  by  Zachariah  Sym- 
mes,  south  by  Meadford  Farm,  on  the  south  and  west  hf 
James  Garrett.**     Faid  £10. 

Ed.  Collins  sells  to  Edward  Michelson  five  and  a  half  acres 
on  the  highway  to  the  "  oyster-bank  *'  and  "  long  meadow." 

March  18,  1675 :  Caleb  Hobart 'sells  to  Ed.  Collins,  "for 
JC660,  five  hundred  acres  in  Meadford,  now  in  possession  of 
Thomas  Shepherd,  Daniel  Markham,  Thomas  Willows, 
(Willis) ;  bounded  by  Chariest  own  northerly,  Mistick  BiTer 
southerly,  Mr.  Wade's  land  easterly,  and  Brooks's  and 
Wheeler*s  lands  westerly.'* 

March  29,  1675:  Ed.  CoUms  sells  'U  piece  of  land  to 
Daniel  Markham ;  bounded  by  the  river  on  the  south,  by 
Joshua  Brooks  on  the  west  and  north,  and  by  Caleb  Hub- 
bard on  the  east.'* 

Jan.  8,  1676:  Ed.  Collins  sells  thirty  acred  of  land  to 
George  Blanchard.  Ed.  Collins  was  now  seventy-three  years 
old. 

The  **  Blanchard  Farm  *'  was  a  large  one,  and  is  ft^uently 
mentioned  in  the  records. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Davison,  the  mercantile  agent  of  Mr.  Cra- 
dock,  and  who  lived  near  Mr.  Wade,  petitioned  the  General 
Court,  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Cradock,  for  £676,  which  she 
said  was  due  to  her  estate.  The  Court  replied,  that  "  the 
government  were  never  concerned  in  Mr.  Cradock*s  adven- 
ture," and  therefore  could  not  allow  any  such  claim.  An- 
other attempt  was  made  in  1670,  and  met  with  a  similar  fieite. 
It  was  not  long  afterwards  that  the  General  Court  took  into 
consideration  the  munificent  **  disbursement  of  Mr.  Cradock 
in  planting  the  Colony,**  and  resolved  to  show  their  grateful 
estimate  of  his  worth ;  and  accordingly  gave  his  widow,  then 
Mrs.  Whitchcot,  one  thousand  acres  of  land ;  and  they  relin- 
quished all  further  rights. 


FIEST   ffETTLUMENT. 


U 


**ln  answer  to  a  pettlioii  of  tlie  InliabttanU  of  >riiili€k,  the 
bnit,  Oct  19f  (]eeide<l  that  tbey  gbotitd  Uavti  half  proporiion  with 
of  the  iuhabitanti  of  Chariest  own  in  the  cointnotiet  lateljr 
onlead  Charle8town  leave  the  iBhahitantA  of  Miadck  and 
ftda  to  Maiden,  and  Uie  tatter  accept  thenu" 


Te  have  here  the  names  of  tlie  first  persoiiB  who  purchaBed 
Mr*    Cradock's    heirs ;    viz.^    Edward   CoUinSj    Richard 
issel,  Jonathan  Wade,  and  Peter  Tufts.     These  laid  out 
lots  and  made  many  sales;    and,  being  added  to  the 
lers  already  on  the  ground,  the  town  may  be  said  to  have 
had  two  beginnings.      The  descendants  of  Mr.  Tufis 
ime  the  most  numerous  family  in   Medford ;    those  of 
Wade  were  few,  but  rich:  he  came  over  in  June,  16S2, 
names  of  Collins  and   Russell  survived  only  a  short 
period.     The  first  bounds  of  lota  cannot  now  be  traced. 

The  Squa  Sachem,  residing  in  Medford,  Aug.  1^  1637, 
glTes  hmds  to  Jotbam  Gibbon,  aged  four^  son  of  £d*  GibboUi 
Jotham  was  bom  in  1633,  and  afterwards  lived  in  Medford* 
^^^^^be  deeds  of  these  lands,  as  proofs  of  legal  possesaion, 
^^Bb^  account  of  '^  Indians/' 

^^Edward  Collins,  who  bought  so  much  land  of  Mr*  Cra- 
Qlek^s  bebs  and  resided  in  Medford  a  long  timej  was  the  first 
speGimen  of  a  genuine  land-speculator  in  the  Massachusetts 
Colony.  Besides  his  frequent  purchases  and  sales  in  this 
neighborhood^  we  find  him  making  investments  elsewhere : 
for  example,  Dec.  10,  1655,  he  sells  to  Richard  Champney 
five  hundred  acres  in  Billerica*  In  1660  he  sold  four  hundred 
acres  for  ^404,  in  West  Medford,  to  Thomas  Brooks  and 
Timothy  Wheeler.  These  lands,  held  under  the  old  Indian 
deed,  hiiire  continued  in  possession  of  the  Brooks  family  to 

»e  present  day. 
,     Jonathan  Wade,  who  for  several  years  paid  the  highest  tax 
in  Medford,  bought  land  on  the  south  of  the  river,  near 
Mystic  Bridge*     Oct*  ^,  1656,  he  bought  four  hundred  acres 
of  Mathew  Avery,  then  living  in  Ipswich* 

The  purchasing  of  land  was  the  most  important  business 
transftcted  by  our  early  fathers*  As  a  specimen  of  their  keen 
appetite  and  steady  perseverance,  we  give  a  list  of  purchases 
Mr,  Peter  Tufts,  chiefly  on  "  Mystic  Side : " — 

M,  Jime  22.    Bought  of  Parmelia  Nowell .    .    *    200  aeres, 

If       n  n       ft  »  commons,    24       „ 

r4^  Sept.  28,  „      „   Benjamin  Bunker  ,  1?  cow -commons. 
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1677,  April  20. 
1679,  Nov.  16. 

1681,  Sept.  20. 

1682,  Feb.     3. 
„     May 


Bougbt  of  Ricbard  RusseU 
„  A.  Sbadwell     . 


18. 
29. 
22. 
8. 
13. 


„      Dec 

1684,  June 
„     Dec 

1685,  June  20. 
1687,  April  21. 
1691,  Oct      5. 

1693,  Aug.  20. 

1694,  May  17. 

99  »  1S« 

99  »         31« 

„     Aug.  23. 

1695,  April  23. 

1696,  Nov.     3. 
„     Dec     8. 

1697,  April  15. 
„     May    10. 

1698,  May  30. 
„     Nov.  25. 


» 

99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 


99 
99 
99 
99 
99 


„  S.  Rowse     .    .    . 

„  Jobn  Green     .    . 

„  Alexander  Stewart  V 

„  M.  Dady     .    .    . 

„  L.  Hamond .     •    . 

„  Christopber  Groodwin 

„  Isaac  Jobnson  .    . 

„  Wm.  Dady  .    .     . 


99  9J 

J.  Frost 


„  J.  Lynde      .     •     • 

„  T.  Crosswell     .    . 

„  J.  Pbipps    .     .    . 

„  W.  Dady     .     .    . 

„  J.  Newell    .     .    . 

„  Jobn  Melvin     .     . 

„  Jobn  Gary  (Walnut  Tree  Hill)8i 

„  Timotby  Goodwin     .    .  three  pieeei. 

„  Jobn  Dexter  .....        9 

„  Jobn  Frotbingbam    .     .       10( 

„  Jobn  Blaney    .    •    •    •        7 


350 

82  n 

82  n     . 

6  „ 

11  n 

10  „ 

8i     n 
16       « 
1  cow-commoQ. 

3  cow-commoitt. 

8  acM. 

4  oow-commoni. 
lO^aerei 

8i  ^ 

.        8  „ 

.      10*  n 

.        2  „ 

.       10*  n 


Including  tbe  cow-commons,  about 885 


During  this  time,  they  sold  as  follows :  — 


1680,  Jan.  30.  To  S.  Grove,  in  Maiden  .  .  . 
1691,  Feb.  22.  To  Jonathan  Tufts,  brick-yards  . 
1697,  Jan.  10.    To  Jonathan  Wade,  in  Medford  . 


20 
89 
12* 


Mr.  Peter  Tufts,  bom  in  England,  1617,  was  the  &therof 
the  Tufts  £amily  in  Medford.  He  died  May  13,  1700,  aged 
83.  He  was  buried  in  Maiden,  where  his  tomb  may  now  be 
seen.     Joseph  Tufts  writes  thus  of  him  :  — 

«  But  he  who  sleeps  within  this  sacred  grave, 
He  felt  the  tyrant's  sting.    Deep  in  his  scml 
Sublime  religion  breathed.    The  stormy  wave 
Here  placed  him  free,  beyond  a  king's  oontroL" 


vors 


The  old  histories  speak  of  ''  God's  blessing  on  the  endea- 
of  the  first  twenty  years.  The  first  settlers  had 
^^  houses,  gardens,  orchards ;  and  for  plenty,  never  had  the 
land  the  like ;  and  all  these  upon  our  own  charges,  no  public 
hand  reaching  out  any  help." 
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1640:  As  emigratioii  ceased  at  this  timep  the  provUions 
brought  from  England  were  very  cheap.  The  fall  of  prices 
^M  remaxkable  ;  and  Gov,  Winthrop  says :  "  This  evil  wai 
Tcjy  notorious,  that  most  men  would  buy  u&  cheap  as  they 
codd,  and  sell  as  dear.  Com  would  bring  nathiog ;  a  cow, 
last  year  cost  j£20,  might  now  be  bought  for  four  or 


MONUMENTS  OF  EAELY  TIMES. 


Tliftt  there  were  many  defences  raised  agaiiist  the  Indians 
and  ihe  wild  beasts,  by  tbe  early  settlers  of  Massachusetts,  is 
most  true ;  and  that  many  of  ihem  were  not  needed  is  also 
trtta*  Kot  knowing  at  first  how  many  Indians  there  were, 
nor  what  were  their  feelings  towards  the  white  men ;  not 
knowing  what  ferocious  wUd  beasts  there  were,  nor  what 
tbmr  modes  of  attack  ;  not  knowing  what  the  winters  might 
be«  Bor  the  extent  of  the  rainy  aeasonsj  —  it  was  natural  that 
an  isolated,  few,  and  defenceless  people,  thus  situated,  should 
take  counsel  of  their  fears,  and  erect  more  defences  than 
were  needful-  That  such  a  course  was  anticipated,  appears 
ironi  the  fcllowing  provision  by  the  Company  in  London, 
pMsed  Oct.  16,  1629;  Ordered,  "That,  for  the  charge  of 
fi>rti£caC]onSt  the  Company's  joint  stock  to  bear  the  one  half^ 
and  the  planters  to  defray  the  other;  viz,,  for  ordinance, 
mtudtioii,  powder,  &c.  But,  for  laborers  in  building  of  forts, 
,  all  men  to  he  employed  in  an  equal  proportion,  accord* 
ag  to  tile  number  of  men  upon  the  plantalion,  and  so  to  con- 
lue  tmtil  such  fit  and  necessary  works  be  hnished/' 
Aaj  plantation,  disposed  to  build  a  place  of  retreat  and 
Bknce,  was  authorized  by  the  above  vote  to  do  so,  and  to 
11  upon  the  Company  to  pay  half  the  expense*  Un doubt- 
ly,  Mr,  Cradock^s  house  was  so  built.  That  forts  were 
^ught  to  be  necessary  appears  from  the  following  history  of 
Jharlestown :  *'  16S1 :  It  was  concluded  to  build  a  fort  on  the 
at  Moulton's  Point,  and  mount  the  six  guns  left  by  the 
ipany  last  year  upon  the  beach  of  this  town,  for  defence, 
se  ships  should  come  up  on  the  back-side  of  Mistick 
ATer.  The  project  was  abandoned.  By  sounding  the  mouth 
Mistick  River,  the  channel  lies  so  far  off  from  Moulton's 
foint.  Cowards  Winnesemit  side,  that  the  erecting  a  fort  on 
"the  hUl  will  not  reach  that  end.*' 
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Governor  CradocVs  House, —  The  old  two-story  brick  h< 
in  East  Medford,  on  Ship  Street,  is  one  of  the  most  prec; 
relics  of  antiquity  in  New  England.  That  it  was  buill 
Mr.  Cradock  soon  after  the  arrival  of  his  company  of  car] 
ters,  fishermen,  and  farmers,  will  appear  from  the  foUov 
facts. 

The  land  on  which  it  stands  was  given  by  the  Gen' 
Court  to  Mr.  Cradock.  When  the  heirs  of  Mr.  ( 
dock  gave  a  deed  of  their  property,  June  2,  1652,  t 
mentioned  houses,  barns,  and  many  other  buildings, 
did  not  so  specify  these  objects  as  to  render  them  co£ 
zable  by  us.  There  is  no  deed  of  this  house  given 
any  other  person.  There  was  no  other  person  that  could  c 
it.  It  was  on  Mr.  Cradock's  land,  and  just  where  his  bi 
ncss  made  it  necessary :  the  conclusion,  therefore,  is  inevita 
that  Mr.  Cradock  built  it.  There  is  every  reason  to  beli 
that  it  was  commenced  early  iu  the  spring  of  1634.  Clay 
known  to  abound ;  and  bricks  were  made  in  Salem  in  16 
Mr.  Cradock  made  such  an  outlay  in  money  as  showed  1 
he  intended  to  carry  on  a  large  business  for  a  long  time, 
doubtless  proposed  visiting  liis  extensive  plantation.  \ 
very  first  necessity  in  such  an  enterprise  was  a  suffici 
house.  The  sooner  it  was  finished,  the  better  \  and  it 
commenced  as  soon  as  the  land  was  granted,  which  " 
March,  1G34.  Who,  in  that  day,  could  afford  to  build  s 
a  house  but  the  rich  London  merchant  ?  and  would  he  d< 
doing  a  work  whicli  every  day  showed  to  be  indispensal 
He  was  the  only  man  then  who  had  the  funds  to  build  s 
a  house,  and  he  was  the  only  man  who  needed  it.  Taking 
these  circumstances  into  consideration,  the  inference  is  cl 
that  the  "  old  fort,"  so  called,  was  Governor  Cradock's  hoi 
built  in  1634.     It  is  an  invaluable  historical  jewel. 

It  has  been  called  the  "  Fort "  and  the  "  Garrison  Hous 
because  its  walls  were  so  thick,  and  because  it  had  close  c 
side  shutters  and  port-holes. 

It  is  certainly  well  placed  for  a  house  of  defence.  It  is 
land  slightly  elevated,  where  no  higher  land  or  rocks  could 
used  by  enemies  to  assail  it,  and  is  so  near  the  river  as 
allow  of  reinforcements  from  Boston.  Its  walls  are  eight 
inches  thick.  There  were  heavy  iron  bars  across  the  1 
lari^e  arched  windows,  which  are  near  the  ground,  in 
back  of  the  house ;  and  there  are  several  fire-proof  clof 
within  the  building.     The  house  stood  in  an  open  field  fc 
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fntary  and  a  half^  and  could  be  approached  only  by  a  private 
tad  through  gates.  As  the  outside  door  was  cased  with 
x>ii,  it  is  certain  that  it  was  intended  to  be  fire-proof.  There 
ras  one  pane  of  glass^  set  in  iron,  placed  in  the  back  wall  of 
ike  western  chimney^  so  as  to  afford  a  sight  of  persons  com- 
ing from  the  town. 

It  was  probably  built  for  retreat  and  defence ;  but  some  of 
the  reasons  for  calling  it  a  fort  are  not  conclusive.  Outside 
ihatters  were  in  common  use  in  England  at  the  time  above 
mentioned ;  and  so  was  it  common  to  ornament  houses  with 
round  or  oval  openings  on  each  side  of  the  front.  These 
OYila  are  twenty  inches  by  sixteen.  Mr.  Cradock's  company 
wu  large^  and  he  was  very  rich^  and  had  told  them  to  build 
wluuever  houses  they  needed  for  shelter  and  defence.  It  is 
ptobible,  that,  as  soon  as  the  spring  opened,  they  began  to  dig 
the  clay,  which  was  abundant  in  that  place ;  and  very  soon 
they  had  their  bricks  ready  for  use.  That  they  should  build 
nch  a  house  as  now  stands  where  their  first  settlement  took 
I^,  is  most  natural.  The  bricks  are  not  English  bricks 
other  in  size,  color,  or  workmanship.  They  are  from  eight 
to  eight  and  a  half  inches  long,  from  four  to  four  and  a 
iuiter  inches  wide,  and  from  two  and  a  quarter  to  two 
ttd  three-quarters  thick.  They  have  the  color  of  the  bricks 
nude  afterwards  in  East  Medfori  They  are  hastily  made, 
hut  Tery  well  burned.  They  are  not  like  the  English  bricks 
of  the  Old  South  Church  in  Boston.  The  house  has 
undergone  few  changes.  Mr.  Francis  Shedd,  who  bought  it 
about  fifty  years  ago,  found  the  east  end  so  decayed  and 
kaky  that  he  took  a  part  of  it  down  and  rebuilt  it.  There 
^  a  tradition,  that  in  early  times  Indians  were  discovered 
lurking  around  it  for  several  days  and  nights,  and  that  a  skir- 
mish took  place  between  them  and  the  white  men ;  but  we 
have  not  been  able  to  verify  the  facts  or  fix  the  date.  The 
park  impaled  by  Mr.  Cradock  probably  included  this  house. 
It  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  oldest  build  in  j]fs  in  the  United 
States ;  perhaps  the  oldest  that  retains  its  first  form.  It  has 
always  been  in  use,  and,  by  some  of  its  tenants,  has  not  been 
honored  for  its  age.  Its  walls  are  yet  strong,  and  we  hope  it 
nay  be  allowed  to  stand  for  a  century  to  come.  We  wish 
ome  rich  antiquarian  would  purchase  it,  restore  to  it  its 
ncient  appendages,  and  make  it  a  depository  for  Medford 
ntiquities,  for  an  historical  library,  and  a  museum  of  natural 
uriosities.     It  would  then  be  an  honor  to  our  town;  be 
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made  perhaps  the  iceoe  of  a  noble  tragedy  by  some  gi 
writer ;  and,  above  aJlf  it  would  tben  be  a  proper  monunieiif 

to  the  memory  of  Medford's  first  friend  and  founder. 

The  other  old  brick  house,  built  probably  about  the 
time  and  by  the  same  persons,  was  not  large.  It  stood  abotit' 
five  hundred  feet  north  of  Ship  Street,  and  about  five  hundred 
feet  west  of  Park  Street,  opposite  Mr,  Magoun's  ship-yard, 
and  was  taken  down  many  years  ago  by  that  gentleman. 

The  third  house  was  built  by  Major  Jonathan  Wade,  who 
died  1689,  It  was  sometimes  called,  like  the  other  two,i 
*'  Fort,"  and  is  yet  standing  in  good  repair,  and  used  ai  i 
comfortable  residence.  It  is  seen  from  the  main  street  as  we 
look  up  the  "  Governor's  Lane."  Its  walls  are  very  thidfii 
and  it  is  ornamented  with  what  have  been  called  **  port-hoW 
When  first  built,  it  was  only  half  its  present  siie :  the  addi- 
tion was  made  by  Benjamin  Hall,  Esq.,  about  seventy-fire 
years  ago* 

That  Med  ford  is  rich  in  monuments  of  its  eiu-ly  Hstory  ii 
a  gratifying  fact,  saddened  only  by  one  circumstance,  which 
18,  that  we  have  lost  our  first  records.  We  must  therefore 
rely  on  our  early  records  which  are  not  written  with  ink* 
From  Pine  HiU,  south-westerly,  to  Purchase  Street,  there  are 
scattered  remains  of  houses,  now  almost  lost  in  the  forest, 
which  prove  that  there  were  living  in  this  region  many  fami* 
Uei.  The  cellars  are,  in  some  places,  so  near  together  as  to 
show  quite  a  social  neighborhood.  When  some  of  tbc 
**  Scotch  Irish,*'  who  settled  Londonderry,  N»  H.,  in  1719| 
became  dissatisfied  with  that  place,  they  came  into  this  quar- 
ter;  and  many  of  them  settled  in  Medford*  They  built  mmt 
of  the  houses,  whose  cellars  yet  remain  among  us,  and  intro' 
duced  the  foot  spinning-wheel  and  the  culture  of  potaioe** 
They  were  as  scnipalous  about  bounds  and  limits  in  these 
wilds  as  they  had  been  in  Scotland;  hence  the  remarkable 
stone  walls  which  still  stand  to  testify  to  thcii*  industry* 
They  were  Scotch  Presbyterians  in  religion  ;  and  the  Rev*  Mr* 
Morehead,  of  Boston,  frequently  came  to  preach  to  them. 
Some  of  them  migrated  to  the  District  of  Maine ;  and  there 
was  recently  living  a  General  Jacob  Auld,  of  that  district, 
who  was  born  about  a  mile  north-east  of  Medford  meeting- 
house^  whose  father  was  Irish,  and  left  Londonderry  about 
1730*  These  people  kept  up  many  of  their  European  cn&- 
toms ;  and  tradition  says,  that  once,  when  a  young  child  died 
among  them,  they  held  a  genuine  *^  Irish  wake ;  '*  a  oo 
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i  of  which  wafl  80  much  dninkeniiess  and  fighting  that 
be  civil  authorities  were  obliged  to  interpose.  A  few  of  these 
dTeutuj^em  Femained,  and  became  good  citizens  ;  and  among 

K  descendants  we  may  name  the  Fultotij  Wier,  Faulkner, 
McClure  jamilies.  The  mother  of  the  iate  Mrs*  Fulton 
A  Wier- 
bere  was  a  **  Pest-house,"  bo  called,  erected  in  ITSO, 
lear  the  "  Bower/'  south  of  Pine  Hill,  where  remams  of  a 
cellar  mark  the  spot,  and  near  which  three  graves  of  those 
irbo  dted  of  the  small-pox  are  fitill  visible.  The  land  waa 
iwned  by  John  Bishop,  Esq. 

These  oldest  ruins  of  Medford  may  not  be  so  interesting  as 
hose  of  Delphi  or  the  Roman  Forum  ;  but  they  serve  to  show 
;hat  a  part  of  our  town,  long  since  covered  with  wood,  was 
'ormerly  the  abode  of  an  industrious  and  thriring  population. 
The  three  brick  buildings,  mentioned  above  and  called 
%r*t,  having  descended  to  us  as  specimens  of  ance&lral  archi- 
,  may  well  compare  with  any  specimens  left  in  the 

K.  ioring  towns.  They  show  that  the  style  of  building 
was  ample  and  strong  i  which  style  has  been  fashionable 
since.    The  house  of  CoL  Royal  was  the  most  expensive 


u 


.-^ 


H.^.  ^lii 


^?r     ^e^ 


Oi'L  Luur  BQjfftl'p  IIoosp^ 


so 


HtSTDBT   OF    MEDFOHP, 


in  Medford*  Built  by  his  father,  after  the  model 
English  noblemsiri's  house  in  Anticrua.  it  has  stood  a 
^iog    model   to   three   geiieiations, 

%rge  briiTk  house*  on  the?  north ^i 
khc  first  copy  of  Col. 
Dwned  by  Jonathan  Fu.  -  - ,  ^-^1^..  ^^  ..  5-'- 
ilyle ;   also  the  one  now  owned  and  oc 

Jrookfi^  Esq.     The  old  <^' 

jjimon  Tufts  J  souih^eust  i- 

00c  of  the  oldest  and  best  specimen*  ul  \ 

vhich  prevailed   in   New  England.      ^* 

rant,  and  the  large  roof  behiud  descei 

E>ne  story  in  the  rear.     It  aeems  to  lean  tu  tlic  ioi. 


m 
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back  to  the  cold  storms  oj  the  north- 
imney  in  the  centre  of  the  buihling  serx^es 
leeps  the  house  steady  in  high  winde.  Thr 
ticcupied  by  Gov,  Brooks,  and  in  which  he  dii.  .. 
ipecimen  of  the  same  morJeh  The  next  fashion,  ic 
improvement  upon  these,  wm  the  broke  1 
fed  **  houses,  many  of  which  &til[  remain, 
Itt  the  end  of  this  volume.  These  soon  gave  pltice  to 
present  models,  which  are  importations  from  distant  ages 
all  civilized  countries,  not  excepting  Egypt  and  China. 
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In  the  absence  of  town-records,  we  are  obliged  to  resort 
to  notices  incidentally  made  in  deeds,  wills,  and  legislative 
enactments. 

They  dignified  a  cow-path  with  the  name  of  road.  In  the 
earliest  years  of  the  Medford  plantation,  there  were  but  few 
people,  and  they  had  small  occasion  to  travel.  The  laying-out 
of  roads,  therefore,  was  a  secondary  consideration,  and  the 
order  of  their  location  oftentimes  conjectural  in  history. 

The  Ford,  ten  rods  west  of  the  bridge,  meant  the  place 
^here  travellers  crossed  the  Mystic  River.  At  first  it  was 
little  used,  but  afterwards  became  a  popular  way,  not  only  for 
the  inhabitants  of  Medford,  but  for  those  of  the  northern 
towns  who  took  loads  on  horseback  to  Boston.  If  the  earli- 
est records  of  the  town  had  been  preserved,  we  should  doubt- 
less have  found  in  them  some  notices  of  the  Ford,  and  some 
regulations  concerning  it. 

May  3,  1642 :  The  General  Court  say :  ''  It  is  declared  by 
this  Court,  that  the  selected  town's  men  have  power  to  lay 
out  particular  and  private  ways  concerning  their  own  town 
only."  The  road  from  the  landing,  called  "No  Man's 
Fnend"  (now  Mr.  Lapham's  ship-yard),  was  made  by 
Charlestown;  1641,  to  their  land  north  of  Medford.  The 
road  is  now  called  Cross  and  Fulton  Streets. 

To  have  free  access  to  the  river,  the  great  highway,  they 
opened  private  roads  for  the  use  of  owners  of  lands,  and  what 
^ere  called  "  range-ways  "  for  the  free  use  of  the  public. 
Many  of  these  are  found  in  Charlestown.  One  of  these  was 
Cross  Street ;  the  next,  west  of  it,  was  at  the  Ford,  and  the 
*' Governor  Lane"  was  a  part  of  it;  the  next  was  by  the 
easterly  side  of  Mr.  T.  Magoun's  house ;  the  next  was  east 
of  Mr.  Turell's  house,  the  lane  is  yet  open ;  the  next  was  at 
the  Rock  Hill,  and  the  old  *^  Woburn  Road"  was  part  of  it ; 
the  next  was  above  the  Lowell  Railroad  Depot,  in  High 
Street,  and  connected  with  Grove  Street,  formerly  called  "  the 
road  round  the  woods."  These  roads  to  the  river,  in  Med- 
ford, were  opened  soon  after  the  main  thoroughfare.  The 
first  public  road  laid  out  in  Medford  was  Main  Street,  leading 
from  the  Ford  to  Boston ;  the  second  was  Salem  Street,  lead- 
ing to  Maiden ;  the  third  was  High  Street,  leadinp^  to  West 
Cambridge;  the  fourth  was  the  road  leading  to  Stoneham. 
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These  sufficed  for  all  necessary  uses  daring  lulf  m  oentmy. 
The  road  on  the  sooth  hank  of  the  rirer  <Soath  Street), 
connecting  the  brick-yards  wi:h  the  wharf  and  the  lighleniy 
was  early  opened.  No  i;ew  public  roads  were  opened  after 
the^e  for  nearly  a  hundred  years. 

Oct.  5,  1675,  the  town  passes  the  following  rote :  To  kfj 
a  fine  of  ten  shillinsrs  upon  any  one  who  shall  take  a  load  of 
earth  out  of  the  public  road.  They  also  rote,  that  ereiy 
man  may  work  oat  his  own  highway  tax,  and  they  fix  thB 
prices  for  a  day's  labor  of  man,  and  of  a  man  and  team. 

In  1715,  Rev.  Aaron  Porter,  Peter  Seccomb,  Peter  Waite, 
Thomas  Tufts,  and  Benjamin  Parker,  wish  some  enlargement 
of  the  road  near  the  bridge,  they  being  residents  there ;  and 
the  town  direct  a  Committee  to  see  about  the  matter.  They 
fix  the  width  of  the  road  at  the  bridge  at  two  rods  and  twel^ 
feet ;  and  report  the  road  leading  to  Wobum  wide  enongh 
already. 

Feb.  20,  1746 :  Several  gentlemen  of  Medford  agree  to 
open  a  road  from  the  market  to  '*  Wade's  Bank,  or  8and|y 
Bank"  (Cross  Street;,  and  build  a  bridge  OTer  "Grvrelly 
Creek."  It  was  done ;  and  made  a  convenient  way  to  the 
tide-milL     See  further  account  under  the  head  of  **  Mills." 

Mtdford  Turnpike.  —  The  construction  of  turnpikes  in 
New  England  made  an  era  in  travelling  and  in  speculadons. 
Medford  had  long  felt  the  need  of  a  way  to  the  metropolis 
more  convenient  for  the  transportation  of  heavy  loads  thm 
that  over  Winter  Hill.  The  first  movement  for  a  turnpike 
was  made,  about  the  year  1800,  by  citizens  of  Medford ;  and, 
in  1S03,  Benjamin  Hall,  John  Brooks,  Fitch  Hall,  Ebeneier 
Hall,  2d,  and  Samuel  Buel,  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  an 
act  of  incorporation.  It  was  granted  March  2d  of  that  year. 
The  name  was  "  Medford  Turnpike  Corporation."  The  act 
required  them  to  run  the  road  easterly  of  Winter  Hill  and 
Plowed  Hill.  It  must  be  three  rods  on  the  upland,  and  not 
more  than  six  on  the  marsh.  If  not  completed  within  three 
years,  the  grant  was  to  be  null  and  void.  The  Corporatism 
were  required  to  build  all  extra  bridges  over  Middlesex 
Canal,  and  keep  them  and  the  sluices  in  repair.  They  could 
hold  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  six  thousand  dollars. 
Sliarcs  in  the  stock  were  deemed  personal  property.  Moderate 
tolls  liave  made  this  the  most  frequented  route  to  Boston. 
Attempts  have  several  times  been  made  to  open  it  free  of 
toll  to  the  public ;  and  the  town  of  Medford  voted  their  con* 
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sent,  in  1888,  to  its  conversion  to  a  free  road.  This  was  not 
done ;  and  it  yet  continues  as  at  the  first.  On  this  road,  near 
the  Charlestown  line,  the  canal,  turnpike,  and  river  come 
into  such  close  contact  that  a  coachman,  with  a  long  whip, 
touched  the  waters  of  the  river  and  canal  without  leaving  his 
seat. 

About  the  year  1810,  the  turnpike  began  to  be  used  as 
a  race-course,  and  races  and  trotting-matches  were  quite 
common. 

Andover  Turnpike.  —  This  road  encountered  the  usual 
amount  of  opposition  from  those  who  saw  it  would  lead  tra- 
Tel  away  from  their  houses,  and  those  who  thought  its  pas- 
•age  through  their  farms  would  ruin  them.  But  the  saving 
of  three  miles  travel,  for  loads  of  ship-timber  and  country 
produce,  was  too  great  a  gain  of  time,  space,  and  money,  to 
be  wholly  abandoned.  The  first  projectors,  therefore,  perse- 
Tered,  and  subscriptions  for  stock  were  opened  in  1804,  and 
Medford  was  deeply  interested  in  it.  An  act  of  incorpora- 
tion was  obtained,  June  15,  1805,  by  Jonathan  Porter, 
Joseph  Hurd,  Nathan  Parker,  Oliver  Holden,  and  Fitch  Hall. 
The  route  was  designated  in  the  act.  It  was  to  run  from  the 
house  of  John  Russell,  in  Andover,  in  an  easterly  direction, 
to  the  east  of  Martin's  Pond ;  nearly  on  a  straight  line  to  the 
house  of  J.  Nichols,  in  Reading  ;  thence  to  Stoneham,  by 
the  west  side  of  Spot  Pond,  to  the  market-place  in  Medford. 
No  time  for  its  construction  was  named  in  the  legislative 
grant,  as  the  distance  was  considerable  and  the  country 
hilly.  A  much  longer  time  and  much  more  money  than 
were  at  first  supposed,  were  required  for  its  completion. 
Not  proving  a  very  profitable  investment,  there  were  pro- 
positions made,  in  1828,  for  its  sale.  These  were  not  ac- 
cepted ;  and,  finally,  it  was  concluded  to  abandon  the  road, 
offering  it  as  a  free  highway  to  the  several  towns  through 
which  it  passed.  In  1803,  the  town  of  Medford  vote  to 
accept  and  support  that  part  of  it  which  is  in  Medford,  when- 
ever it  shall  be  free  of  toll.  Again,  in  1831,  the  town  express 
the  wish  that  it  may  become  a  free  road,  and  promise  to  keep 
their  part  in  good  repair.  This  disposition  having  been  made 
of  it,  the  town  has  performed  its  promise ;  and  to-day,  under 
the  name  of  Forest  Street,  it  is  one  of  the  most  popular  locali- 
ties for  country  seats. 

Medford  has  always  kept  its  roads  in  very  good  condition, 
and  the  blue  gravel  found  here  has  made  it  comparatively 
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ea«y.  May  15,  1758 :  « Voted  £10  for  the  repair  of  the 
roads."  This  is  the  first  vote  of  the  kind  on  record.  Till 
this  time,  each  citizen  had  worked  out  his  "highway  tax" 
hy  himself  or  hired  man.  Straightening  and  widening  roada 
became  each  year  a  more  imperative  duty,  since  the  first  onei 
were  little  better  than  cow-paths.  Seventy  years  ago  began 
conversations  on  the  expediency  and  importance  of  opening 
new  routes  for  travel  between  this  and  the  neighboring  vil- 
lages. March  9,  1761 :  Many  inhabitants  of  the  town  peti- 
tioned the  Court  of  Sessions  for  a  road  across  the  marshes  it 
"  Labor  in  Vain  ; "  thus  connecting  the  eastern  part  of  the 
town  with  the  Boston  road.  The  petition  was  granted,  and  the 
Commissioners  laid  out  the  road  and  assessed  the  aamages; 
but  it  was  concluded  not  to  build  it.  March  5,  1787,  the 
town  voted,  "  That  Benjamin  Hall,  Esq.,  Gen.  John  Brooksy 
and  Thomas  Brooks,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  to  petition  the 
Court  of  Sessions  to  obtain  a  new  road  through  a  part  of 
Col.  Royall's  and  Capt.  Nicholson's  farms."  This  was  never 
obtained. 

Dec.  7,  1795 :  Voted  to  measure  the  route  from  Jonathan 
Brooks's  Corner  to  Lexington.  This  road  was  not  accepted. 
Voted  to  erect  sign-posts  through  the  town. 

Nov.  18,  1801 :  "  Voted  to  choose  a  Committee  to  oppose 
the  opening  of  a  new  road  to  Charlestown." 

May  10,  1802:  A  Committee  was  chosen  "to  lay  out  a 
road  between  Medford,  Stoneham,  and  Keading,  through  the 
woods  ;  "  also  to  see  if  a  road  from  the  meeting-house  to 
Joseph  Wyman's  was  feasible.  Purchase  Street  was  opened 
many  years  after,  according  to  this  suggestion. 

Sept.  13,  1802:  The  Court  of  Sessions  dii-ect,  "that  the 
road  from  Jonathan  Brooks's  Corner  to  West  Cambridge  shall 
be  widened,  Medford  and  Charlestown  paying  for  the  landi 
taken."  Labor  of  a  man  on  the  highways,  one  dollar  for 
eight  hours  ;  and  two  dollars  for  a  team.  In  1819,  one  doUar 
and  twenty-five  cents,  and  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 

May  7,  1804 :  The  town  chose  a  Committee  "  to  stake  out 
the  private  ways  in  the  town."  The  iptention  of  the  town 
doubtless  was,  that  those  avenues,  paths,  or  range-ways, 
through  which  the  public  have  a  right  of  way,  should  be 
marked  out  and  recorded.  It  is  very  important  that  these 
rights  should  be  preserved,  and  as  important  that  they  should 
not  be  unjustly  claimed.  Settling  near  a  river  gave  superior 
facilities  for  transportation  in  early  times ;  and,  therefore^  i^ 
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access  to  a  landing  place  was  important.  This  accounts  for  - 
to  many  of  these  "private  "  ways  in  New  England.  Nov.  9, 
1846:  The  town  chose  a  Committee  of  three,  to  ascertain 
what  right  of  way  exists  for  the  use  of  "  Rock  Hill  Land- 
ing." The  owner  of  the  land  denies  all  rights ;  and  a  suit 
k  now  pending,  amicably  to  settle  the  question. 

As  soon  as  ship-building  laid  its  first  keel  in  Medford,  the 
town  felt  a  new  impulse,  and  began  to  increase  in  numbers 
bjranew  ratio.  This  required  new  streets;  and  from  1810 
to  the  present  time  they  have  been  constantly  opening,  either 
\fj  mimicipal  authority  or  by  private  experiment.  These 
may  be  seen,  and  will  be  preserved,  on  the  map  of  Medford, 
now  just  completed. 

The  only  streets  named  in  the  records  before  1843  are 
Main,  South,  Union,  High,  Purchase,  Cross,  Ship,  Park, 
Salem,  Fulton,  and  Forest. 

It  has  become  a  fashion  to  lay  out  small  townships  or  dis- 
tricts anywhere  within  twenty  and  thirty  miles  of  the  capital. 
Pri?ate  gentlemen  open  roads  through  their  grounds,  mark 
off  many  acres  into  small  "  lots,"  publish  a  map  of  the  un- 
born city,  and  on  the  appointed  day  begin  to  sell  the  little 
enclosures  at  public  auction.  Many  people  are  thus  happily 
tempted  to  desert  the  city,  and  live  in  the  more  healthful 
country.  By  these  means,  the  number  of  public  roads  has 
been  doubled,  in  some  towns,  within  the  last  twenty  years. 
The  town  of  Medford  is  not  without  such  enterprise,  and 
>nch  results.  Edmund  T.  Hastings,  Esq.,  originated  for 
West  Medford  a  beneficence  of  this  kind  in  1845  ;  and,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Samuel  Teel,  jun.,  has  opened  ten  new 
streets;  and,  within  nine  years,  there  have  been  erected 
thirty-five  dwelling-houses  within  the  enclosures  and  the 
neighborhood. 

A  similar  outlay  has  been  made  (1852)  by  a  Company 
yfhose  enterprising  agent,  Mr.  T.  P.  Smith,  was  promising 
great  improvements  in  buildings  and  orchards,  when  death 
suddenly  took  him  in  1854.  The  streets  there  are  named 
Harvard  Avenue ;  Bower,  Monument,  Myrtle,  Marian 
Streets ;    Gorham  Park,  Lake  Park. 

Mr.  John  Bishop  has  done  the  same  thing  on  his  paternal 
estate  north  of  "Gravelly  Bridge,"  and  also  on  the  deep 
forest  south  of  Pine  Hill.  This  last  he  calls  Bellevue.  On 
the  first  area,  several  dwelling-houses  are  built ;  but  on  the 
second,  none.     He  has  pierced  the  woods  by  streets,  which 
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allow  tis  to  ride  at  ease  among  tangled  shrubbery  and  andeD 
oaks,  where^  as  children,  we  were  forbidden  to  ventore,  fo 
fear  of  being  lost.  Some  hundred  years  hence,  when  thi 
lovely  spot  shall  have  been  occupied  with  country  villas  mi 
beautiful  gardens,  the  fathers  may  sit  in  a  pavilion  on  FiiM 
Hill,  and  tell  their  children  how  the  rich  fields  below  tbea 
were  an  impenetrable  forest. 

A  similar  show  of  diagrams  is  presented  by  Mr.  Bishop  on 
his  lands  east  of  the  ^'  Fountain  House ; "  and,  we  trust,  001- 
responding  good  results  will  hereafter  be  experienced.  Thk 
Was  done  July  13,  1853 ;  and,  in  honor  of  the  Indian  cliie( 
he  has  called  it  "  Sagamore  Yale."  In  former  times,  thejr 
built  houses,  and  then  laid  out  roads ;  now,  they  lay  out 
roads,  and  then  build  houses. 

The  large  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres,  be- 
longing to  Messrs.  James  and  Isaac  Wellington,  situated  00 
the  eastern  border  of  Medford,  was  divided  into  lots  and 
parallel  streets,  Nov.  1,  1854.  Its  nearness  to  Boston,  and 
the  facilities  of  travel  by  railroad,  ofier  tempting  situation 
for  suburban  residences. 

In  1854,  twenty  small  houses  were  built  on  one  street  in 
East  Medford ;  ten  on  one  side,  and  ten  on  the  other.  Thej 
are  all  of  the  same  size  and  form,  equally  distant,  very  nen 
together ;  and  each  house  is  opposite  a  space  left  open  on  the 
other. side  of  the  street.  The  settlement  is  called  Williams' 
burg,  after  the  builder  and  owner  of  the  houses. 

The  **  Edgeworth  Company,"  in  Maiden,  on  the  easten 
border  of  Medford,  has  commenced  a  promising  settlement 

From  earliest  times,  the  town  chose  annually  a  "  Survey<M 
of  Highways,"  whose  duty  it  was  to  superintend  the  repairs  ol 
the  public  roads.  He  had  full  power  to  decide  where  and  tc 
what  extent  repairs  should  be  made.  As  population  and 
streets  increased,  several  surveyors  became  necessary;  and 
they  received  compensation  for  their  time  and  labor.  Aftei 
the  brick  Alms  House  was  built  in  West  Medford,  near  thf 
Lowell  Railroad  Depot  (1812),  Isaac  Brooks,  Esq.,  who  had 
taken  the  deepest  interest  in  the  matter,  proposed  to  emploj 
the  male  paupers  in  repairing  the  highways.  This  plan  wai 
adopted ;  and,  under  the  guidance  of  a  general  surveyor,  thi 
keeper  of  the  Alms  House  went  forth  every  day  with  hii 
picked  men  and  horse-cart.  As  this  procedure  converted  thi 
Alms  House. from  a  place  of  ease  to  a  place  of  labor,  it  had 
the  magical  effect  of  thinning  the  number  of  male  occupants 
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The  annual  cost  for  repairing  the  roads  had  been  from 
wo  hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

In  1814,  the  town  opposed  the  opening  of  a  road  from  the 
Jharlestown  Road^  at  the  foot  of  Winter  Hill,  to  Cragie's 
Bridge  in  East  Cambridge.  A  long  and  warm  debate  con- 
*niing  this  project  prevailed  for  a  considerable  time  ;  but,  at 
length,  the  patrons  of  the  measure  succeeded,  and  the  road 
«ra«  opened.  For  twenty  years,  it  proved  to  be,  what  the 
town  foretold  it  would  be,  an  almost  unused  highway.  Even 
now,  it  diverts  very  little  travel  from  the  better  and  shorter 
routes  through  Charlestown. 

In  1818,  the  town  voted  to  expend  one  hundred  dollars  in 
repairing  the  roads;  in  1831,  voted  three  hundred  dollars; 
in  1840,  voted  one  thousand  dollars ;  in  1850,  voted  fifteen 
bnndred  dollars.  Appended  to  the  vote  of  1840  was  this 
prohibition :  None  but  inhabitants  shall  be  allowed  to  work 
in  repairing  the  roads ;  and  each  inhabitant  shall  have  the 
•Mne  right  and  opportunity  of  working  out  his  highway 
tax. 

In  1831,  the  Lowell  Eailroad  was  laid  out  through  Med- 
foid,  creating  no  small  opposition  in  some  quarters,  and  as 
^ann  advocacy  in  others.  Its  charter  is  dated  June  5,  1830, 
and  bears  the  names  of  John  F.  Loring,  Lemuel  Pope,  Isaac 
P.  Davis,  Kirk  Boot,  Patrick  T.  Jackson,  Geo.  W.  Lyman, 
and  Daniel  P.  Parker.  The  number  of  directors  was  five ; 
4e  nimiber  of  shares,  one  thousand.  The  act  provided, 
Aat  no  other  railroad  should,  within  thirty  years,  be  author- 
ised leading  to  any  place  within  five  miles  of  the  northern 
termination  of  the  road.  Its  stpck  has,  at  times,  maintained 
a  higher  premium  than  that  of  any  other  company ;  and  the 
road  has  caused  fewer  deaths  than  any  one  so  long  and  so 
nnch  travelled. 

1832:  The  town  chose  a  Committee  to  sell  the  Alms 
Honse  and  lands  adjoining  to  the  corporation  of  the  railroad ; 
and  also  to  see  that  said  road  be  no  obstruction  to  travel. 

The  construction  of  this  road  through  Medford  has  added 
Wly  to  our  wealth  and  comfort.  It  has  doubled  the  price 
)f  land  upon  its  borders.  It  has  induced  the  building  of  the 
lew  houses  in  West  Medford,  and  promises  to  make  this 
•eautiful  portion  of  the  town  a  rival  in  population  to  the 
Ider  East.  For  the  small  fare  of  fifteen  cents,  it  presents 
ich  day  a  dozen  opportunities  for  going  to  Boston,  and  as 
lany  for  returning ;  and  occupies  about  fifteen  minutes  in 
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the  passage.  Eiv.il  roads  have  laTly  deprived  it  of  some  o 
its  former  exclu>ive  advar.taircs.  Thi>  was  the  first  railroac 
made  iu  New  Er.glanii  for  public  travel.  Its  cost  was  enor 
mous,  and  its  rails  were  all  laid  on  granite  blocks.  Thes< 
have  been  found  to  w«tr  Ae  machinerv  of  the  locomotivei 
and  cars  so  rapidly  ais  to  induce  a  substitvtkm  of  woodei 
sleepers.  The  longest  freight-train,  dimwn  by  one  engine 
that  has  passed  loaded  .oftr  the  road,  niilnbered  one  hondra 
and  sixty-three  baggage  cars. 

The  "  Medford  Branch  Railroad  "  waa  incorporated  Marc! 
7. 1845  ;  and  the  names  of  the  petitioners  are  James  Ok  Cui 
tis,  Henry  L.  Steams,  Jos.  Manning,  jun.,  Daniel  LaWcna 
Nath.  H.  'Bishop,  and  Andrew  Blanchard,  jun.  Jan.  2Sy  1845 
The  town  passed  the  following:  "Besolvedy  as  the  linsec 
the  people  of  Medford,  that  it  is  expedient  that  the  pmrerc 
the  petitioners  for  a  railroad  to  connect  Med&id  with  :tiosto 
be  granted." 

By  the  act  of  incorporation,  '<  the  capital  stock  shall  n( 
consist  of  more  than  one  thousand  shares  at  one  hundre 
dollars  each."  The  Act  further  stated,  "  If  the' said  iwlroa 
shall  not  be  constructed  within  two  years  from  the  passage  i 
this  act,  then  the  same  ahall  be  void."  It  was  readily  finishet 
and  proves  to  be  a  most  productive  and  convenient  road. 

The  "Stoneham  Branch  Kailroad  Company**  was  incorp 
rated  May  15,  1851 ;  Thaddeus  Richardson,  Amasa  ¥krrie 
and  William  Young,  named  as  the  corporation.  Section  7t 
of  the  Act  has  the  following  condition :  **  The  constmctic 
of  the  said  road  shall  not  be  commenced  until  the  capit 
named  in  the  charter  shall  have  been  aubecribed  by  responi 
ble  parties,  and  twenty  per  cent  paid  into  the  treasury  of  tl 
said  company."  This  road  was  commenced  and  graded  froi 
Stoneham  into  the  bounds  of  Medford,  where  its  furthi 
construction  sud.lenly  stopped.  Thafc  its  proposed  tour 
through  Medford  may  be  changed,  and  the  whole  rofd  the 
completed,  is  probable.  .  "• 

The  streets  in  Medford  are,  in  most  places,  furnished  wil 
sidewalks  and  ornamented  with  elm-trees.  It  i^  cheering 
see  the  spaces  at  the  meeting  of  some  ttmds  occupied  wi 
trees.  The  delta  of  four  hundred  feet  at  the  meeting 
Grove  and  High  Streets,  in  "West  ilodford,  was  the  fii 
example.  The  trees  wore  planted,  and  the  fences  made  ai 
maiutuined,  by  Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks.  The  town  granted  hi 
permission,  Nov.  22, 1822.    A  legacy  of  five  hundred  dolh 
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from  Turell  Tufts,  Esq.,  was  expended,  according  to  his 
directions,  in  planting  ornamental  trees  on  the  roadsides. 
May  this  growing  charity  of  a  good  friend  of  Medford  be 
imitated  by  many  hereafter!  Others,  from  motives  of  taste 
and  profit,  have  adorned  our  highways  with  forest-trees, 
•whose  summer  shade  will  soon  shelter  the  fashionable  lady 
in  her  morning  promenade,  and  the  weary  animals  in  their 
noonday  labor. 

Streets  in  Medford  have  received  the  following  names : 
High,  Main,  Forest,  Salem,  Ashland,  Oakland,  Washington, 
Fountain,  Fulton,  Court,  Cross,  Park,  Pleasant,  Purchase, 
South,  Middlesex,  Water,  Ship,  Canal,  Cherry,  Webster, 
Almont,  Cottage,  Ash,  Oak,  Chestnut,  Grove,  Garden,  Paris, 
Chaplin,  Mystic,  Brooks,  AUston,  Vernon,  Irving,  Auburn, 
Prescott,  West,  laurel. 

Appropriation  for  bigbways  from  Feb.  1,  1650,  to 
Feh.  1,1851 81,500.00 

Appropriation  for  highways  from  Feb.  15,  1854,  to 
Feb.  15,  1855 $1,800.00 

Expenses  of  street  lamps  for  the  same  times  ....        S323.75 
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The  bridge  across  Mystic  River,  in  the  centre  of  Medford, 
11  the  first  that  was  built  over  this  stream.  This  primitive 
■tructure*  was  exceedingly  rude,  and  dangerously  frail. 
March  4,  1634 :  The  General  Court,  "  holdeu  at  Newton," 
nuke  a  grant  of  much  land  in  Medford,  "  on  the  north  side 
of  Mystic  River,"  to  Mr.  Mathew  Cradock,  merchant  in  Lon- 
don. This  distinguished  friend  of  the  pilgrims  never  came  to 
ftia  country ;  but  his  agent  and  representative,  Mr.  Nicholas 
Dftvison,  conducted  an  extensive  fishing  business  in  Medford, 
on  his  account,  and  probably  was  the  person  who  first  sug- 
gested the  erection  of  a  bridge. 

Mr.  Cradock's  agent  (Davison)  commenced  the  building  of 
&  bridge  over  the  river  in  1638.  The  place  selected  was  that 
nrherc  the  present  bridge  stands  ;  that  being  the  most  easterly 
•pot,  where  the  marshes,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
i^oald  allow  safe  roads  to  it.  The  huiider  exacted  toll.  It 
was  the  first  toll-bridge  in  Xew  England.  The  town  prose- 
cuted the  builder  for  his  "  liindrance  of  boats,"  and  for  "  tax- 
ing cattle  that  go  over  that  bridge."     The  bridge  was  long. 
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because  the  banks  of  the  river  at  that  place  were  low ;  and 
on  both  sides  was  swamp. 

In  1639,  we  have  the  following  record  on  the  subject  of  a 
bridge :  "  At  the  General  Court,  Boston,  the  22d  of  S  mo. 
(called  May),  1639,  Mr.  Mathew  Cradock  is  freed  of  ratci 
to  the  county,  by  agreement  of  the  Court,  for  the  year  ensn^ 
ing  from  this  day,  in  regard  of  his  charge  in  building  Urn 
bridge ;  and  the  county  is  to  finish  it  at  the  charge  of  the 
public.  Mr.  Davison  and  Lieut.  Sprague  to  see  it  done,  and 
to  bring  in  their  bill  of  charges."  This  record  further 
proves  that  a  bridge  had  been  commenced  at  this  early  day 
by  Mr.  Cradock ;  that  it  was  not  finished  by  him ;  that  he 
received  exemption  from  taxes  by  a  vote  of  the  General 
Court,  because  the  bridge  was  so  built  and  so  placed  as  to  be 
a  public  benefit ;  and,  finally,  it  proves  that  the  bridge  wai 
finished  at  this  time,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Province. 
Four  years  after  this,  we  have  the  following  record :  "  Gene- 
ral Court,  May  10,  1643 :  It  is  ordered  Mr.  Tomlins  should 
have  £22  to  repair  Mistick  Bridge,  to  make  it  strong  and  suf- 
ficient, for  which  sum  of  £22  he  hath  undertaken  it."  Thil 
extract  proves  that  the  bridge  very  soon  needed  repairing} 
and  that  about  one  hundred  dollars  were  necessary  for  the 
work.  The  bridge  therefore  must  have  been  important,  as  t 
public  way,  to  have  received  such  large  attention  from  the 
General  Court.  The  frailty  of  the  structure  must  have  been 
remarkable ;  for,  only  three  years  passed  before  it  again  de- 
manded the  care  of  the  General  Court.  The  record  is  ai 
follows :  "  At  a  General  Court,  at  Boston,  for  Elections,  ths 
6th  of  the  3  mo.  (May),  1646,  Kalph  Sprague  and  Edward 
Converse  appointed  to  \'iew  the  bridge  at  Mistick,  and  what 
charge  they  conceive  meet  to  be  presently  expended  for  the 
making  it  suflicient,  and  prevent  the  ruin  thereof,  or  by  fur- 
ther delay  to  endanger  it,  by  agreeing  with  workmen  for  the 
complete  repairing  thereof,  and  to  make  their  return  to  Mr. 
Willoughby  and  Mr.  Burrell,  and  what  they  shall  do  herdi) 
to  be  satisfied  out  of  the  treasury." 

These  frequent  draughts  on  the  provincial  treasury  begax 
to  alarm  the  government,  and  the  following  record  shows  tbi 
steps  taken  accordingly :  "  At  a  Session  of  the  General  Court 
the  First  month,  1648 :  It  was  voted  by  the  whole  Court 
that  Mistick  Bridge  should  be  made  and  maintained  by  iIm 
county  at  the  public  charge."  This  movement  create< 
alarm  through  Medford,  because  strong  fears  were  entertainec 
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■T  woqIc  let  tlie  bridge  go  to  min.  Xo  penalty 
'^TEJsre  oi  duty  was  imposed.  Mr.  Cradock's 
s:ce.  sesi:  ii*  periiioo.  :b.e  narure  ox'  which  *Mn  be 
£  ccIt  vj  ihe  following  reply ;  —  ••  General  Court, 
Skk  cc  zjix  T:h  smx,  l&I^S:  In  an>ver  to  the  petition  of 
Sic.  Dirfi*.xi.  iz.  lie  beiiill  of  Mr.  Cr^Cvvk,  for  the  repairing 
IM  MEzzizziag  o:  Mistick  B::dge  by  the  county,  the  s^id 
^t  Bbrisci  being  sent  ioT^  the  evidence  he  can  give  being 
^iKC  aad  exiznined  with  the  records  of  the  General  Court, 
^  tppsan  iLil  the  General  Court  did  eng.ige  for  an  exemp- 
Ifc  frc^i  nles  i-yi  iha:  year,  and  finishing  the  same  on  their 
■rhioh  arcorcin^iy  hath  leen  done." 
We  EiT  izifer  trom  these  proceedings,  that  the  bridge  was 
5ke!y  to  be  ont  of  repair,  and  th.*:  Mr.  Cradock's  work- 
■ea  cc  b:i5icess  leqnired  i:  to  be  strong  and  safe.  Five 
Tear%  r&Zl  away,  and  the  coiinty  appears  :o  have  done  little 
he  sLe  ofery  of  the  bridge.  The  indefatigable  Mr.  Davison, 
■czed  oa  doabdess  by  Mr.  Cradock,  appeals  once  more  to 
iht  fspceme  antbority.  That  the  General  Court  should  now 
htL  detennised  to  pnt  an  end  to  this  standing  annoyance,  we 
CKaoc  wonder.  Probably  by  consultation  with  Mr.  Davison, 
ttey  came  to  the  following  tinancial  conclusion :  "*  28th  of  3d 
moLy  16-33 :  Upon  a  petition  presented  by  Mr.  Nicholas  Davi- 
fon,  in  the  behalf  of  Mr.  Cradock,  in  reference  to  Mistick 
Bddce,  it  is  ordered  by  this  Court,  and  hereby  declared,  that, 
if  any  person  or  persons  shall  appear  that  will  engage  suffi- 
dcBllT  to  build,  repair,  and  maintain  the  bridge  at  Mistick 
M  his  or  their  proper  cost  and  charges,  it  shall  be  lawful,  and 
all  aoderery  such  person  or  persons,  so  engaging,  are  hereby 
andiarijEedy  and  have  fiill  power,  to  ask,  require,  and  receive 
rf  ercTT  single  person,  passing  over  the  said  bridge,  one 
penny,  and  for  every  horse  and  man  sixpence;  for  every 
beast  twopence,  and  for  every  cart  one  shilling ;  and  this  to 
continae  so  long  as  the  bridge  shall  be  sufficiently  maintained, 
aa  aforesaid."  This  order  of  Court  proves  to  us,  that  the 
county  had  not  kept  the  bridge  in  repair ;  that  Mr.  Cradoi^k 
probably  used  it  much  in  transporting  heavy  loads ;  and, 
finally,  that  the  bridge  was  at  first  constructed  to  allow  the 
passage  of  heavy  burdens  in  ox-teams. 

Pot  all  these  l^slative  orders  together,  and  the  inferences 
drawn  from  them,  and  we  have  a  very  satisfactory  history  of 
the  first  bridge  in  Medford.  We  can  see,  in  our  mind*s  eye, 
a  rude  structure,  sufficiently  wide  to  allow  bur  one  cart  to 
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pass  at  the  same  time,  and  so  poorly  put  together  as  to  be 
endangered  by  every  high  tide  and  by  floating  ice.  We  cm 
furthermore  see  that  the  bridge  was  placed  where  the  present 
one  stands ;  and,  lastly,  we  may  say,  that  to  Mr.  Mather 
Cradock,  of  London^  our  fathers  were  indebted  for  this  great 
convenience. 

The  next  step  of  interest,  relating  to  Mystic  Bridge,  wm 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  by  the  County  Court  to  de- 
cide what  bridges  should  be  built  and  maintained.  Thej 
report  as  follows.  May  15,  1657 :  — 

**  In  obedience  to  an  order  of  the  County  Court,  held  at  Charlei- 
town,  Dec.  30, 1656,  we,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  meeting  it 
Cambridge,  March  2,  1657,  to  weigh  and  consider  what  bridges  are 
fittest  to  be  built  and  maintained  at  the  county's  charge,  aiier  due 
examination  of  things  we  find  the  bridges  of  this  county,  already 
erected  and  to  be  erected  (as  we  conceive),  to  exceed  for  number 
and  charge  all  the  other  counties  within  this  Colony ;  and,  withali 
considering  the  great  necessity  of  bringing  in  all  that  are  alike  use- 
ful, which  would  amount  to  such  a  charge  that  we  question  the 
county's  ability  to  maintain  and  bear  the  charge  thereof;  and  haf* 
ing  some  experimental  knowledge  that  towns  will  be  more  cantkNM 
in  laying  out  their  own  costs  than  the  countie(i,  both  in  building  and 
repairing,  do  therefore  conclude,  according  to  our  weak  apprehen- 
sions, that  as  few  bridges  should  be  built  at  the  county's  charge  as  po^ 
sibly  may  be ;  only  those  two  bridges,  i.  e.,  at  Billerica  and  Mistickf  to 
be  finished  at  the  county's  charge,  and  for  time  to  come  maintained  in 
repair  by  the  towns  and  precincts  in  which  they  are,  and  those  towns 
that  are  forced  to  build  bridges  more  for  the  passage  of  othere  than 
their  own  benefit  may  have  help  from  the  county,  by  this  honored 
Court's  appointment ;  if  their  burden  in  building  bridges  exceed  their 
sister  towns,  and  in  case  any  town  shall  propound  to  this  honored 
Court  for  erecting  of  bridges  contrary  to  what  is  here  present,  —  we 
are  ready  to  give  further  account  to  this  Court  why  the  county  shooM 
be  no  further  charged  that  way.  And,  whereas  it  appears  to  os 
that  Concord,  Sudbury,  and  Lancaster  are  at  a  greater  charge  in 
bridges  for  the  public  use  of  the  country  than  some  other  of  their 
neighbor  towns,  we  conceive  it  meet  that  they  be  abated  as  follow* 
eth :  Concord  and  Lancaster  all  their  rates,  whether  paid  or  to  be 
paid,  to  those  two  bridges  above  named,  and  Sudbury  the  one-half  of 
their  rates  to  the  said  bridges,  and  their  abatements  to  be  satisfied 
to  the  undertakers  of  those  bridges,  or  repaid  again  to  such  as  have 
paid,  as  followeth:  i.e.,  Chelmsford,  two  pounds;  Billerica,  one 
pound ;  Charlestown,  ten  pounds ;  Meadford,  two  pounds ;  and  what 
these  hhall  fall  short  of  satisfying  those  above-mentioned  abatements, 
made  up  out  of  the  county  stock,  either  fines  or  otherwise,  as  the 
Court  shall  please  to  determine. 


BKIOOE3. 


63 


M /Vovtd^  111  ways,  we  think  it  meet  thai  tio  stop  be  made  of  any 
pe  ab»ve-^jtu]  jnbutemeiit,  &o  a^  to  interfere  or  obstruct  tbe  perform* 
bg  of  Uie  prt;seiit  engagement  respecting  those  bridges. 


"  Ralfe  Mousall. 

Edward  Goffb. 

Jo§epb  Wheeler* 
Thomas  Kojes. 


Edward  Johnson* 
William  Con  drey. 
Abradam  HilL 
J  no.  Pre<!Cott. 
John  Parker-" 


*  April  7,  lC57r   This  return  being  made  to  the  Court,  It  wai 
ce|it4'd  by  the  Court,  who  order  that  tins  return  of  the  Committee 
hall  he  presented  to  the  next  General  Court,  by  the  Clerk  of  the 

for  their  confirmation  and  settKrir;  thereof. 

"TliUMAB    DAKFORTHt 

*'  Recorder." 

This  report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted,  and  it  placed 
the  quei^tion  of  the  bridges  on  its  true  baiiis. 

The  plan  of  taxing  the  county^  or  the  towns  that  use  it, 
the  support  of  Medford  Bridge,  was  productive  of  con- 
Kit  trouble  to  all  concerned,  and  led  to  lingering  lawsuits, 
being  the  only  bridge  over  Mystic  River,  it  must  be  used 
many  travellers  "from  Salem,  Saugus,  And  over,  Reading, 
&C,  Wobum  was  obliged  by  law  to  help  support  it,  and 
Ibey  of  that  town  constantly  complained  and  objected^ 

Wobuni  records,  of  Oct*  S8,  1690,  say:  "  Serg.  Mathew 
»son,  Serg*  John  Pierce,  cboscn  to  meet  the  Court's 
bmittee,  and  treat  with  them  about  Mistick  Bridge."  The 
records,  of  May,  1691,  say:  "The  selectmen  met  with 
H&lden  xnen  and  Reading  men  to  consult  about  defending 
OUXselTes  at  the  County  Court ;  being  warned  to  appear  there 
about  Mistick  Bridge/* 

169S:  Wohurn  grew  very  emphaticj  and  said:  "Wobum 
was  not  concerned  in  the  presentment  of  Mistick  Bridge  ,- 
neither  would  they  do  any  thing  in  order  to  the  repairing 
thereof »  except  by  law  they  were  forced  thereto,"  In  1604,/ 
^ohurn  was  a*^ain  cited  by  order  of  Court,  and  threatened 
rith  a  fine  of  £5 ;  yet  was  inflexible,  and  put  itself  in  the 
ture  of  defence.  The  question  was  tried  at  Boston,  and, 
ftble  attorneys  had  spoken  on  both  sides,  the  Court 
ie  as  follows :  — 

^  Middle6e;c,  se. —  At  the  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
I  il  Charlestown,  Jan.  2a,  1694. 


J 
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'<  Whereas,  there  was  an  order  of  the  Greneral  Conrty  in  the  jtu 
1691,  referring  to  the  settlement  of  Mistick  Bridge  to  the*Coantf 
Court  of  Middlesex,  the  said  Court  ordering  the  repairing  of  said 
bridge  to  be  by  the  respective  towns  of  Charlestown,  Wobora, 
]!ilalden,  Reading,  and  Medford,  according  to  their  wonted  manner, 
till  the  Court  make  further  provisions,  and  the  defects  of  Mod 
bridge  having  been  presented  to  this  Court  before  the  late  law 
respecting  bridges,  this  Court  order  that  the  said  respective  towni 
do  forthwith  make  sufficient  repairs  of  the  said  defect  of  aaid  bridge^ 
upon  pains  and  penalty  of  £5  fine,  to  their  Majesties  for  thdr 
respective  defaults  of  each  of  the  said  towns ;  and  then  to  make 
return  of  their  doings  therein  to  the  next  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  for  Middlesex ;  and  that  for  the  future  it  shall  be  left  to  the 
determination  of  the  law." 


This  decision  was  not  palatable  to  the  defendants.  Med- 
ford's  action  in  the  premises  is  recorded  as  follows :  Voted, 
in  a  "general  town-meeting,  January  11,  1694,  that  the  per- 
sons above  said  are  to  attend  the  premises,  from  Court  to  Court, 
until  there  shall  be  a  final  determination  and  settlement  of 
Mistick  Bridge."  This  Committee  performed  their  duty 
faithfully,  and  the  result  is  recorded  above ;  but,  in  1698, 
Medford  was  again  presented  to  the  Court  for  defect  in  the 
bridge.  On  the  7th  of  March,  the  town  came  together,  and 
.voted  "  to  empower  a  lawyer  referring  to  answer  a  present- 
ment for  defect  in  Mistick  Bridge."  March  28,  1698 :  "Voted 
to  empower  Mr.  John  Leveret t  for  the  further  defending  the 
town  referring  to  Mistick  Bridge,  in  case  there  be  need ;  and 
said  town  to  pay  lawyer's  charges  and  other  necessary  charges 
that  may  arise  in  defence  of  said  bridge,  as  above  said."  In 
connection  with  this  case,  the  town  resolve,  that,  if  a  man 
attended  Court  for  sixty  days,  he  should  be  paid  £3 ;  and  for 
any  less  term.  Is.  6d.  per  day.  The  bridge  seemed  to  have 
a  wonderful  aptitude  in  getting  out  of  repair ;  and,  as  Med- 
ford was  liable  to  be  indicted  for  the  fact,  the  bridge  became 
the  standing  vexation  of  the  town.  April  3,  1702,  the 
inhabitants  appoint  three  of  their  number  as  a  Committee  to 
treat  with  Woburn,  Beading,  and  Maiden,  on  the  repairing 
and  maintaining  said  bridge.  Nine  years  bri^ig  up  again 
the  same  question;  and.  May  24,  1711,  the  town  voted  "to 
desire  the  selectmen  of  the  town  to  procure  such  records 
of  Court  or  Courts  as  may  give  information  of  the  cEvision  of 
Mistick  Bridge  to  the  several  neighboring  towns  for  the 
repair  of  the  same."     This  vote,  while  it  shows  us  there  had 
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been  a  legal  diTision  of  the  bridge  liabilities,  shows  aUo  that 
the  coQtigyous  towns  had  not  done  their  duty  in  the  pre- 

B,  Sept.  ^L,  1714,  a  rate  of  X15  was  assessed  by  the  se- 
en **  for  ilistick  Bridge/'  The  bridge  was  now  icbitilt ; 
k  adjoining  towns  refused  to  pay  their  share s^  and  3Ied- 
tted  to  carry  the  question  before  the  *^  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace/'  sitting  at  Charlestown,  The  object  of  this 
appeal  Was  to  show  from  records  that  there  was  no  valid 
reosou  for  the  refusal  of  the  neighboring  towns  in  bearing 
iheir  share  of  the  expense  of  rebuilding.  The  Committee 
cboscn  to  prosecute  the  whole  matter  to  its  final  settlement 
were  Deacon  Thomas  Willis,  Ensign  John  BradshaWj  and 
Mr.  Ebenejser  Brooks, 

The  appeal  of  Sledford  was  just,  and  it  was  met  by  "  the 
Coart  of  General  Sessions  of  tlte  Peace,"  sitting  at  Charles- 
town,  Feb,  16,  1715,  thus :  '*  Tlie  Court  apportion  the  chfu^ges 
of  rebuilding  Mistick  Bridge  as  follows :  Charlestown,  ^£64. 
i4s* ;  Woburn,  Maiden,  Reading,  and  Med  ford  j  each  £17. 

fM.  %  total,  £135.  3s,"    To  this  award  Woburn,  Maiden, 
Heading  objected,  and  therefore  appealed.     The  conse- 
nce  was  a  legal  trial  of  the  case;  and  Medford,  July  11^ 
ni5|  passed  the  following:    "Voted  to  empower  Deacon 
Tlioraas  Willisj  Ensign  John  Bradshaw,  and  Mr.  Ebenezer 
Bruoks^  as  a  Committee  to  defend  the   town  against  any 
laiia  in  law  having  reference  to  the  rebuilding  of  Jiistic 
Bridge*"     The  decision  was  in  favor  of  Medford. 
U'hen  the  tract  on  the  south  of  the  river  became  annexed 
jJIedford  from  Charlestown  in  1754,  the  town  says:  "April 
B,  17^54  :  The  southerly  half  of  Mistic  Bridge,  and  the  causey 
loimtig,  by  a  resolve  of  the  Genend  Assembly,  is  now 
hin  the  limita  of   Medford/*     ^^  May  8,  1754:  Samuel 
aks,  Esq.,  Lieut.  Stephen  Hall,  jun.,  and  Jos.  Tufts,  were 
en  a  Committee  to  manage  the  aflairs  relaUng  to  the 
iwimitiierly  half  of  the  Mistic  Bridge^  and  the  causey  adjoln- 
B|  thereto/' 

^*T*he  increase  of  travel  over  this  bridge  rendered  it  liable 
!o  frequent  rejmirSj  and  Medford  became  sole  owner  of  it. 
The  anitexation,  in  1754,  of  that  part  of  Charlestown  which 
Hei  w^a  the  south  bank  of  Mystic  Rlver^  released  that  town 
from  all  obligations  connected  with  the  "  Great  Bridge,"  as  it 
wa9  eiUisd^  Accordingly^  July  25,  1757,  we  find  the  follow 
Im  record:  "Voted,  that  Samuel  Brooks,  Esq.,  Stephen 
II,  Esq. I  and  Capt.  Caleb  Brooks,  be  a  Committee  to  agree 
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with  suitable  persons  to  rebaild  the  south  ride  of  Medfiirf 
great  bridge  with  wood  or  stone ;  and  that  said  Committee 
empower  persons  to  wharf  out  on  each  side  of  said  bridge.** 

May  13,  1761:  "Voted  to  treat  with  Wobum,  Beading, 
ar.d  Maiden,  concerning  Medford  Bridge,  and  acquit  anjof 
t:.^::tvt  chat  shall  comply  from  all  further  charge ;  and  aliBO  ti 
s;**r.  wif.h  the  General  Court,  if  there  be  reason." 

W/,^im,  as  we  have  seen,  always  contended  most  stoutly 
vif.  i:^f:f^Mzl\y  f  against  paying  for  the  support  of  the  bridg<Si^ 
ir/ti'^j'*^,  a*  .%he  maintained,  her  people  did  not  use  it.  Thflf 
koui^.itaf:^  went  to  Boston  through  Chariest  own  (now  SonM^ 
filk-j.  So  troublesome  grew  this  litigation,  that  Wobitfl 
paid  to  Medford  a  certain  sum  to  be  released  from  all  furthtf 
ItabilificH. 

The  next  movement  for  this  important  passway,  worthy  rf 
record,  was  in  1789,  when  it  was  proposed  to  widen  tha 
bridge  and  pave  the  market-plact.  The  plan  devised  ftc 
paying  the  expenses  was  a  common  one  in  that  day ;  it  ^M 
by  a  lottery ;  and,  May  11,  the  town  petitioned  the  Genenl 
Court  to  grant  them  a  lottery  for  these  purposes.  Our  fiuhe 
ers  did  not  think  that  such  a  lottery  was  doing  evil  that  good 
may  come.     The  petition  was  not  granted. 

April  2,  1804 :  On  this  day,  the  Committee,  chosen  at  t 
previous  meeting  to  inquire  into  the  necessity  and  expediency 
of  building  a  new  bridge,  report  that  it  is  expedient  that  t  :| 
new  bridge  be  built ;  and  they  recommend  that  it  be  thirty 
feet  wide,  and  also  that  it  have  a  draw.  They  further  say  it 
should  have  "  four  piers  of  white  oak  timber  of  seven  spoib 
each ;  the  two  outside  piers  to  be  set  twenty  feet  from  eack 
otlker.  To  have  an  arch  in  the  centre  of  twenty-six  feet  in 
the  clear,  and  a  draw  the  width  of  the  arch."  There  were 
two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  afterwards  subscribed  bf 
private  persons,  as  a  donation,  to  help  forward  the  wort 
'I'ho  estimated  expense,  without  a  draw,  was  one  thousand 
dollars.  This  proposition  was  received  with  favor ;  and  tha 
increasing  business  on  the  river  required  this  width,  and  also 
a  draw ;  but  it  was  not  immediately  adopted.  Various  plani 
for  meeting  the  expenses  of  the  draw  were  proposed,  but 
without  much  success,  till  a  resolution  was  taken  by  the  town, 
in  1808,  to  do  the  whole  thoroughly.  It  was  done;  and  t 
toll  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  was  charged  upon  every  vessel 
that  passed  the  draw.  The  next  year.  May  20,  1809,  we  find 
the  following  vote :    ''  Mr.  Timothy  Dexter  to  demand  of 
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^ery  lighter,  passing  through  the  draw,  ten  cents  each  time, 
|fl  twenty  cents  for  larger  vessels*" 

This  briilge  axii^wered  all  its  intended  purposes  till  18^9, 
511  the  question  of  builcling^  a  new'  draw  came  up.  The 
atter  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  who  report,  May  4,  as 
jllows:  **That  the  town  is  under  no  legal  obligation  to 
ake  or  maintain  a  drawbridge,  but  may  build  without  a 
03  heretofore/*  Nevertheless,  the  final  result  was 
rule  to  build  a  new  bridget  with  a  draw.  It  was  so  built, 
irdiogly ;  but  the  draw  was  so  narrow  that,  in  1834,  the 
m  voted  to  widen  the  draw,  whenever  the  selectmen  shall 
{e  proper.  This  was  done.  The  idea  that  ships  could 
"lilt  above  the  bridge  became  common;  and,  as  ships  of 
rgest  size  became  fashionable,  it  was  found  that  the 
iw  was  not  sufficiently  wide  to  allow  the  transit  of  one 
L  on  the  stocks.  The  petition  for  widening  was  granted ; 
1852 J  it  assumed  the  form  it  now  wears.  This  bridge, 
riong  the  earliest  in  the  country,  and  among  the  moift  im- 
^rtant  in  the  Colony,  has  had  an  eventful  history.  Seldom, 
ever,  has  there  been  so  much  legislation  in  the  General 
ourt  about  seventy -five  feet  of  bridge ;  and,  certainly,  no 
town  has  talked  and  voted  and  petitioned  and  litigated  so 
"liach  about  such  a  matter.  It  was  part  of  a  great  thorough- 
e,  mid  was  second  to  none  in  importance  to  all  travellers, 
bm  the  east  and  north,  who  were  going  to  Boston,  For 
ae  hundred  and  fifty  years,  it  wa^  on  the  nearest  land-route 
brail  the  travel  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  ;  and,  within 
be  memory  of  some  now  living,  the  farmers  of  New  Hamp* 
(lire,  who  brought  large  loads  of  pork  and  grain  in  pungs  to 
'  utoni  passed  over  that  bridge  in  companies  of  five,  ten, 
,  and  twenty  within  the  months  of  January  and  Febru- 
LFerhaps  the  strangest  fact  connected  with  it  is,  that  it 
lie  only  bridge  for  common  highway  travel  now 
ross  the  Mystic  River  in  Med  ford !  That  another 
Sig^  for  free  public  travel,  is  imperiously  demanded  by  the 
firing  wants  of  the  town,  is  generally  acceded  i  and  pro- 
Eily  such  a  bridge  will  soon  be  built. 

The  other  bridges  of  the  town  were  of  minor  moment ; 
!)Ugh  that  at  the  fVcar  cost  the  town  much  money,  and 
It  trouble.  March  6,  1699:  "  Put  to  vote,  whether  the 
of  Med  ford  will  give  Mr.  John  Johnson  three  pounds 
awards  the  building  a  sufficient  horse-bridge  over  the  Wears  ; 
bridge  being  railed  on  each  side,  and  the  said  bridge 
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raised  so  high  as  there  may  be  a  fit  passage  under  said  bi 
for  boats  and  rafts  up  and  down  said  river.  This  was 
in  the  affirmative."  This  is  the  first  mention  of  a  bridge 
this  kind  at  the  Wear.  The  dwellers  in  the  western  parti 
Charlestown  and  Cambridge  came  so  often  to  Medford 
they  petitioned  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  "  at  the  Wean.; 
As  Medford  would  be  obliged  to  pay  for  half  of  it,  a  pi 
by  the  town  was  made  against  the  proceeding,  and  the 
arguments  used  were,  first,  that  the  ford  was  sufficiently 
and  convenient ;  and,  second,  that  Medford  people  never, 
seldom,  travelled  that  way.  The  building  was  deferred ;  bciti 
in  1722,  the  grand  jury  present  the  town  of  Medford  for  not' 
maintaining  a  bridge  across  the  Wears.  Aug.  17,  the  towa 
"  put  to  vote  whether  the  town  will  choose  a  Committee  to 
answer  a  presentment  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  want  of  t 
bridge  over  the  Wear ;  said  answer  to  be  made  at  Conooid 
Court  next.     A'oted  in  the  affirmative." 

The  next  important  action  of  the  town  was  May  29, 1748. 
They  petition  Gov.  Shirley  and  the  General  Court  to  order  t 
bridge  built  over  the  Wears,  and  then  apportion  the  ezpenie 
upon  the  towns  that  would  most  use  it ;  or  on  Middlesex 
County.  The  just  decision  of  the  Court  was,  that  Medford 
and  Charlestown  should  build  a  bridge,  and  each  pay  half  the 
expenses  and  keep  it  in  repair.  August,  1747 :  The  Genenl 
Court  "order  that  Samuel  Danforth,  William  Brattle,  and 
Edmund  Trowbridge,  Esquires,  be  a  Committee  of  said  Court, 
empowered  and  directed  to  cause  a  good  and  sufficient  bridge 
to  be  erected  over  the  place  called  the  Wears,  between 
Charlestown  and  Medford ;  one-half  of  the  charge  to  be  paid 
by  the  town  of  Charlestown,  and  the  other  half  by  the  town 
of  Medford."  Nov.  4,  1747:  Andrew  Hall,  Ebenezer 
Brooks,  and  Francis  Whitmore,  jun.,  were  appointed  a  Com* 
mittee  to  build  one-half  of  the  bridge.  £200  (old  tenor) 
was  raised  to  pay  for  it.  May  12,  1760,  the  selectmen  were 
chosen  to  divide  this  bridge  with  the  town  of  Charlestown. 
Ever  since  that  time,  the  two  towns  have  kept  it  in  good 
repair ;  and,  recently,  it  has  been  rebuilt,  and  is  now  wide 
and  strong.  Its  support  devolves  on  Medford  and  West 
Cambridge. 

"  Gravelly  Bridge,"  so  called,  was  first  built  by  Mr.  Cra- 
dock's  men  probably,  and  was  the  usual  route  for  all  the 
travel  between  the  east  and  west  paits  of  the  town.  It  was 
very  low,  narrow,  and  slender  fit  first,  and  received  frequent 
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repairs.  April  27,  1716,  "put  to  vote  whether  Dea.  Thomas 
Willis,  John  Whitmore,  Jonathan  Tufts,  Ebenezer  Brooks, 
and  John  Willis,  shall  view  and  consider  what  method  may 
be  most  proper  for  the  repairing  of  Gravelly  Bridge,  and 
what  may  be  the  cost  thereof,  and  make  report  to  said  town 
at  their  next  town-meeting.  Voted  in  the  atfarmative."  June 
11,  1716:  Voted  "£5  to  be  raised  for  the  repairing  their 
meeting-house  and  mending  Gravelly  Bridge." 

The  bridge  over  Gravelly  Creek,  in  Ship  Street,  was  built 
by  a  few  Medford  persons,  in  1746,  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing a  road  to  the  tide-mill. 

March  4,  1751 :  Voted  to  build  a  new  bridge  of  stone 
where  the  present  Gravelly  Bridge  is.  This  continued  till 
recently,  when  a  new  one,  built  of  stone,  has  been  widened 
so  as  to  cover  the  entire  street. 

March  7,  1803:  "Voted,  that  the  bridges  over  Meeting- 
house and  Whitmore's  Brooks,  so  called,  be  rebuilt  with 
stone.** 

The  bridge  over  Marble  BrooJCy  in  West  Medford  (called 
"Meeting-house  Brook  "  in  later  times),  was  made  of  wood  at 
first,  and  so  continued  for  more  than  a  century ;  it  was  then 
built  of  stone,  in  1803,  and  %o  continued  till  1850,  when  it 
was  rebuilt  of  stone,  and  made  as  wide  as  the  street.  The 
same  remarks  belotag  to  the  small  bridge,  called  "  Whitmore's 
Bridge,**  farther  west,  and  near  the  Lowell  Railroad  Station 
in  West  Medford. 

There  is  one  feature  connected  with  each  of  the  four 
bridges,  herein  described,  which  is  worth  a  passing  notice. 
It  is  this.  These  bridges  were  only  half  the  width  of  the 
road,  and  thus  allowed  fording  ways  at  their  sides.  It  was 
formerly  the  custom  for  those  travelling  with  horses  or  driv- 
ing cattle  to  let  their  horses  and  cattle  pass  through  the 
brook,  and  drink.  The  multiplication  of  wells,  in  public 
squares  and  frequented  places,  has  helped  to  change  the  old 
habits  ;  and  now,  generally,  these  "  watering-places "  are 
covered. 

The  bridge  at  Penny  Ferry  (Maiden)  was  opened  for 
travel,  Sept.  28,  1787 ;  and  President  Washington  rode  over 
it  in  October,  1789,  when  he  visited  Salem.  At  that  time, 
he  came  to  Medford  to  see  his  friend,  General  Brooks,  who 
lived  in  the  first  house  west  of  the  meeting-house.  Medford 
opposed  the  building  of  the  bridge  on  two  grounds :  first, 
that  it  would   encumber   navigation ;    and,  second,  that  it 
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would  divert  travel  from  Medford.  March  4,  1802,  the 
town  chose  a  Committee  to  compel  the  proprietors  of  Maldei 
Bridge  to  build  the  piers,  next  the  draw,  required  by  thek 
act  of  incorporation. 

To  show  how  general  and  how  sharp  was  the  opposition  to 
the  erection  of  Maiden  Bridge,  we  will  quote  firom  a  letter  of 
the  Pastor  of  Medford  to  his  friend  in  Charlestown,  dated 
Monday,  June  26,  1786 :  — 

"  Almost  ever  since  I  saw  you,  I  have  been  so  a^tated  about 
that  execrable  bridge  at  Penny  Ferrj-,  that  law  and  divinity  haTe 
both  been  obli;;ed  to  stand  by,  whilst  I  have  rallied  all  my  powen 
to  ^^\\i  the  bridge-builders.  And  still  the  combat  is  not  over.  The 
people  are  brid-re-mad.  Old  Judge  R.  is  in  a  perfect  frenzy,  and 
raves  alK)ut  Charlestown  and  bridges  with  as  little  reason  as  the 
wildest  lunatic  in  the  defence  of  his  imagined  crown  and  sceptre. 
I  do  think  it  unpardonable  in  him  and  in  the  other  inhabitants  of 
Charlestown,  who  are  abettors  in  this  business.  After  the  danger 
and  terror  they  were  all  in,  from  the  apprehension  of  a  bridge  at 
Leechmere's  Point,  and  the  assistance  which  they  received  from 
this  town  in  making  their  escape,  —  for  them,  so  immediately  to  turn 
upon  us  and  appear  so  zealous  for  the  destruction  of  Medford^  is  a 
conduct  so  base  and  ungenerous  as  nothing  can  palliate.  1  shall  be 
tempted,  when  I  preach  to  them  again,  to  take  total  depravitjf  for 
my  subject,  though  that  be  a  doctrine  of  which  I  had  begun  to 
doubt  till  1  had  this  recent  proof  of  it. 

"  Last  Saturday  week  passes  among  them  for  the  Crreat  Day.  I 
felt  but  little  disposed  to  see  tlie  transactions  of  it,  and  believe 
I  should  not  have  gone  had  1  been  invited.  But  neither  I,  nor  any 
of  my  people,  except  Father  C,  came  to  that  honor.  I  may  say, 
as  Nathan  the  Prophet  did  to  David,  with  reference  to  Adonijah's 
feast,  '  But  me,  even  me,  thy  servant,  &c.,  they  have  not  called.' 
I  am  told  that  their  preacher,  the  sabbath  atler,  gave  them  an  occa- 
sional sermon.  My  informer  (one  of  my  own  people,  you'll  sup- 
pose) could  not  tell  the  text ;  but  added,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
most  suitable  one  would  have  been  these  words:  ^  And  the  devils 
entered  the  herd  of  swine,  and  the  whole  herd  ran  violently  down 
a  steep  place,'  &zc, 

"The  Charlestown  Bridge  is  indeed  a  grand  and  noble  affair, 
beyond  any  thing  ever  eft'ected  in  this  country  before.  The  only 
thing  that  1  much  regret  about  it  is,  that  it  has  deprived  so  many, 
both  wise  men  and  fools,  of  their  reason,  and  set  them  raving. 
Judge  li*j  and  his  connections,  are  the  wise  men ;  S.,  and  the  Mai- 
den gang,  are  the  fools.  As  for  the  Maiden  miserables,  they  were 
never  awake  till  the  talk  about  this  bridge  put  them  in  motion,  like 
men  who  walk  in  their  sleep.  They  now  leave  their  corn  unhoed, 
and  their  grass  not  cut,  to  carry  petitions  to  Court  for  a  bridge. 
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which,  if  bull t,  mtlier  thim  pay  two  coppers  toll,  far  gptng  over  it, 

I  Ley  wtmlU  rho^je  to  come  rotind  by  Mtdforrl.     But  ibe  disiracted 

-  ihitik»  ihiil,  if  iherL*  shoiiUl  In*  a  Uncjf!i%  tUt*y  t^lmU  uL  once 

e  ti  st^nport  town,  biive  still-hou^e^,  stores,  and  wh»t  not. 

Aid  iu  cf>ni?«*qafnL'o  of  this  wrHrhf^d  dt;l(j?ifm,  smd  IbiU  rit^gleet  of 

bij-ineiss  amtfji;*  ibtni,  which  it  ocrjusioti^  thtir  fwrnilitMS  nt^xt  wiiitei* 

ivill  have  no  hrrnd,  and  tht^ir  cattW  no  bay.     It  will  be  a  det*d,  nut 

of  cliHrily,  but  of  indispeni^able  jui^tjce,  in  Judg^t?  U.  to  proviilta  for 

tbt?  (iuppc>rt  of  the  poor  i|Tnortimusea;  since  it  i^  owing  to  his  super- 

annuHfed  wbitn*  tbnl  thdr  brains  have  been  turned.    As  for  the  old 

Jtijfre  bitnsflf,  1  told  Iiitn,  the  other  day,  ibut,  if  he  had  gone  to  a 

*  btiter  country '  some  w^eeks  since,  it  mi^ht  huve  bet?n  well    for 

hiin  ;  but,  whether  he  wotdd  ever  fret  tliere  now,  there  was  loo 

much  reason  to  fear,  as  he  bad  of  late  so  greatly  und  egregiousljr 

mif^^d  the  w^tiy.     llh  delirium  h  so  grent  that  it  h  not  po^^ible  to 

rra^^on  with  bitn*     When  my  people  tell  him  thut  the   proposed 

bridge  will  ruin  them,  he  answers  all  tbeir  ohjettions  wilh  *  Well, 

come  ai*d  live  at  Cliarleistown  then/     W.  li.  Fays,  that,  *were  it 

po^AiblcHf  the  jud^e  would  try  to  persuade  the  ^aints  in  heaven  to 

come  down  and  live  In   Charle&lown/     Indeed-,  the   Charte»town 

[>eople  in  general,  since  the  brldi^^e  is  done,  aj*e  so  very  hij^b,  that  I 

know  not  wbether  they  will  not  ibink  it  proper  to  add  another  siory 

flo  their  houses!     Knowing  how  a-tiptoe  tbey  were  when  I  went 

down  Inst  week,  though  I  could  not  very  well  afford  to  pay  the  toll 

for  my  carriage,  yet,  rather  than  &top  among  tberat  I  cho^-ae  to  ride 

Idirectly  into  Boston.     Like  all  oiher  religious  and  political  entliu- 

l^ia^Ls  ibeir  heat  will  abate  in  time;  ihey  will  gradually  recover 

|th<:ir  ttnses,  and  become  like  other  men.      And,  if  the  bridge 

should  ^tand  seven  years  (of  wbieh,  by  the  wny,  I  have  still  my 

li!onbt«),  by  the  expiration  of  that  period  the  inhabitants  of  Chiirles* 

will  get  their  eyes  open,  jind  will  !*ee  that  it  would  have  been 

for  their  interest  if  it  bad  never  been  built.     This  town  feels 

Se  ill  effi^cti*  of  it  already  in  another  respect  besides  the  sJir  it  has 

occasioned  for  a  bridge  at  Penny   Ferry,      A  trader,  from  the 

Lcountryt  who,  previous  to  the  bridge*  bad  all  his  good*  brought  up 

tliere  in  our  lighters,  did  last  week  send  five  teams  by  us  into  Boston, 

llhere  to  unload  and  loud  again*     And»  if  the  country  traders  gene- 

tnilly  do  so,  our  boatnien  will  lose  a  profilable  part  of  their  business, 

I  Hot  thia  does  not  give  us  much  eoneernj  provided  we  can  prevent 

[Uje  biidge  at  Penny  FLTry*    I  seribbled  a  very  long  letter  to  Judge 

[Phiilip*  upon  this  subject  laj^t  week ;  and  he  told  me  to-day  that  it 

Hs  circulating  among  the  members  of  the  Court,     1  have  kept  a 

[copy,  and  will  send  it  to  you  in  a  few  days.     At  present,  I  may 

I  possibly  want  it  to  show  to  some  whom  I  may  perhaps  wish  to  infia- 

|ence  by  it.     If  tlie  facts  which  I  have  prod  need  do  not  carry  con- 

I  viction,  and  overwhelm  these  b  ridge  ^builders  with  confuj^ion,  I  shall 

Khhik  that  all  Ihe  world  is  mad ;  and  that  I  and  my  people^  with  the 

lew  who  have  hitherto  joined  Ui,  rem^n  the  ooly  sober  and  ratiooal 

^  of  this  lower  creation." 
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May  4,  1801 :  "  Voted,  that  the  selectmen,  with  Benj. 
Hall,  Esq.,  and  John  Brooks,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  t5  attend 
at  the  General  Court  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  next  session, 
to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  erection  of  another  bridge  across 
Mystic  River."  Nevertheless,  Chelsea  Bridge  was  built  in 
180-t.  The  town  directed  the  selectmen  to  petition  the 
General  Court  to  have  the  bridges  over  Mystic  River  widened ; 
and  that  no  one  should  be  less  than  forty-six  feet  in  width. 

March  iJi,  1713:  John  Clark  &  Co.  petition  for  a  bridge 
across  Charles  River.  Many  in  Medford  strenuously  opposed 
it ;  and  the  wits  had  some  playful  ridicule  of  the  project 
The  press,  in  171-t,  has  the  following:  "One  great  thing 
proposed  hath  been  the  building  of  a  bridge  over  Charles 
River,  and  that  it  would  be  a  service  to  us.  This  I  look  at 
to  be  next  to  building  castles  in  the  air.  For,  if  we  could 
sink  forty  or  fifty  thousand  pounds  in  building  such  a  bridge, 
the  matter  is  uncert^iin  whether  it  would  answer  the  end ;  for, 
I  can't  learn  of  a  fast  bridge,  over  such  a  river,  where  there 
is  such  a  strejim,  in  the  whole  world." 


INDIANS. 

When  or  where  the  Indians  first  appeared,  ethnologists  do 
not  inform  us.  They  have  always  awakened  a  strange  and 
poetic  interest,  and  have  called  out  a  deep  and  Christian  sym- 
pathy. They  who  connected  themselves  with  the  first  settlers 
of  Medford,  and  continued  their  alliance  through  so  many 
years,  were  too  numerous  and  influential  to  be  omitted  in  this 
history. 

Two  large  and  powerful  tribes  held  sway  in  this  region 
when  our  fathers  landed ;  the  Massachusetts  and  the  Paw- 
tuckets.  Their  chief  enemies  were  the  Tarratines,  on  the 
Penobscot,  who,  at  harvest,  would  come  in  their  canoes,  and 
reap  the  fields  in  this  neighborhood.  One  hundred  of  them 
attacked  Sagamores  John  and  James,  Aug.  8,  1631,  by  night, 
and  wounded  them  and  killed  seven  men.  The  renowned 
Sachem  of  the  Pawtuckets  was  Nanepashemit,  who  removed 
from  Lynn,  1615,  and  took  up  his  abode  on  Mystic  River, 
where  he  was  killed  in  1619.  During  his  short  and  eventful 
residence  in  Medford,  his  house  was  placed  on  "  Rock  Hill," 
where  he  could  best  watch  canoes  in  the  rivtr.  Winslow 
gives  the  following  account :  — 
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*' On, the  morrow  {Sept.  "21,  1C21),  we  went  ashoref  alJ  hut  two 
men^  aod  mArched  in  arms  up  Ln  ihe  country.  Having  gone  three 
miles^  we  came  to  a  place  where  com  had  been  aewljf  gathered,  m 
hcmse  pulled  down,  and  the  people  gone«  A  mile  from  hence, 
Nanepashemit,  their  king,  in  hia  lifetime,  had  lived-  His  houso 
was  not  lite  others ;  but  a  scaffold  wa^  largely  built,  with  poles  and 
planks^  some  sbc  foot  from  the  ground,  and  the  bouge  upon  that, 

i  being  situated  on  the  top  of  a  hiU,  Not  far  from  hence,  in  a 
bottom^  we  came  to  a  fort,  hoilt  by  their  deceaaed  king ;  the  manner 
thus :  There  were  poles,  some  thirty  or  forty  feet  long,  stuck  in  the 
ground  aa  tliick  aa  they  could  be  eet^  one  by  another ;  and  with 
ihtia  they  enclosed  a  ring  some  forty  or  fifty  feet  over ;  a  trendy 
bre&st-high,  was  digged  on  each  side ;  one  way  there  was  to  go  into 
it  with  a  bridge.  In  the  midst  of  tliia  paliaadOj  stood  the  frame  of 
A  house,  wherein,  being  dead,  ho  lay  buried.  About  a  mile  from 
h^Dce,  we  came  to  such  another,  but  seated  on  the  top  of  a  hilL 
Here  Nanepajihemit  was  killed,  none  dwelling  in  it  since  the  time 
of  hl8  death," 

^m  The  histories  represent  Mm  Hying  in  Medford,  not  far 
I  from  the  river,  not  far  from  the  pond,  and  on  the  tops  of 
hillB,  This  eminent  Grand  Sachem  was  the  father  of  Saga- 
more John  of  My  stick.  Sagamore  James  of  Lynn,  and  Saga- 
more George  of  Salem.  George  finally  became  Sachem  of 
the  Pawtncketts. 

After  the  death  of  Nanepashemit,  his  wife,  as  Queen  and 
jua  Sachem,  reignei  She  married  Webcowit,  the  physi- 
cian of  the  tribe,  *^  its  powwow,  priest,  witch,  sorcerer,  and 
chirargeom"  In  1637,  the  Squa  Sachem  deeded  a  tract  of 
knd  in  Musketaquid  (Concord).  In  1639,  she  deeded  a 
tract  to  Charlestown  (now  SomerriHe) ;  also  another  tract  to 
Jotham  Gibbon,  of  Boston.     This  last  deed  is  as  follows :  — 


'  ^This  testifies  that  I,  die  Sachem,  which  have  right  and  posses- 
sion of  the  ground  which  I  reserved  from  Charlestown  and  Cam- 
hridge^  which  lies  against  the  Ponds  of  Mis ti eke  with  the  said 
ponda,  I  do  freely  give  to  Jotham  Gibbon,  his  heyres^  executors, 
and  assigns  for  ever ;  not  willing  to  have  him  or  his  disturbed  in 
the  said  gift  afler  my  death^^  And  this  I  do  without  seeking  too  of 
iiim  or  any  of  his,  hut  I  receiving  many  kindnesses  of  them,  and 
willing  to  acknowledge  their  many  kindnesses  by  this  small  giflt  to 
ibeir  son,  Jotham  Git>ons. 

'' WJmess  my  hand,  the  13th  of  11  mo»,  1636* 

"The  SQtJA  Sachem  6  mm*ke. 
'*  Web  ECO  WIT  0  marke* 
*  Witness,  EDMtmn  Quihcy  " 

10 
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Aug.  1,  1637:  ''Sqna  Sachem  and  Webber  Cowet  did 
acknowledge  in  Court,  that  they  had  received  of  Mr.  Gib* 
bins,  for  the  town  of  Charlestown,  36s.  for  the  land  between 
Charlestown  and  Wenotomies  River,  which  they  acknowledge 
themselves  to  be  satisfied  for." 

Another  grant,  by  the  ^'  Squa  Sachem  of  Mistick,"  of  lands 
bordering  on  Medford,  is  as  follows :  — 

''The  15th  of  the  2d  mo.,  1639:  Wee,  Web-Cowet  and  Sqoa 
Sachem,  do  sell  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the  towne  of  Chariestowne 
all  the  land  within  the  line  granted  them  by  the  Court  (exoeptiiig 
the  farmes  and  the  ground  on  the  west  of  the  two  great  pondsi 
called  Ifitticke  Ponds),  from  the  south  side  of  Mr.  Nowell's  lott, 
neere  the  upper  end  of  the  ponds,  unto  the  little  runnet  that  cometh 
from  Capt  Cook's  mills,  which  the  Squa  reserveth  to  their  use,  for 
her  life,  for  the  Indians  to  plant  and  hunt  upon,  and  the  wean 
above  the  ponds  they  also  reserve  for  the  Indians  to  fish  at  whiles 
the  Squa  liveth ;  and,  after  the  death  of  Squa  Sachem,  she  doth 
leave  all  her  lands,  from  Mr.  Mayhue's  house  to  neere  Salem,  to 
the  present  Grovemor,  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  sen.,  Mr.  LicreaBe 
Nowell,  Mr.  John  Willson,  Mr.  Edward  Gibons,  to  dispose  of,  and 
all  Indians  to  depart ;  and,  for  sattisfaction  from  Chariestowne,  wee 
acknowledge  to  have  received,  in  full  sattisfaction,  twenty  and  one 
coates,  ninten  fathom  of  wampom,  and  three  bushels  of  com.  In 
witness  whereof,  we  have  here  unto  sett  o'r  hands,  the  day  and  year 
above  named. 

*^  The  mark  of  Squa  Sachbm,  m'e. 

"  The  mark  of  Web-Co wet,  m.* 

This  queen  died  in  Medford  before  1662,  as  appears  from 
the  following  documents  in  the  2d  vol.  of  Middlesex  Begis- 
try  of  Deeds :  — 

"Mr.  Francis  Norton  and  Nicholas  Davison  (Mr.  Cradock's 
agent)  do,  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  Charlestown,  lay 
claim  to  the  tract  of  land  reserved  to  Squa  Sachem  during  her  life- 
time, and  which  is  at  present  possessed  and  improved  by  Thomas 
Gleison  of  Charlestown ;  this  land  bounded  on  the  east  by  Mystic 
Pond,  on  the  west  by  Cambridge  Common,  on  the  south  by  the 
land  of  Mr.  Cooke,  on  the  north  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Increase  Nowell. 

^  This  demand  and  claim  was  made  in  the  person  of  John  Fen* 
nell  and  Mr.  William  Sims,  the  25th  of  March,  1662,  at  the  house 
of  Thoma.s  Gleison. 

"Entered  29th  of  March,  1662,  by  T.  Danforth. 

"  Signed,  **  John  Fekkell. 

"  Wm.  Simmes." 
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Sagamore  John,  whose  Indian  name  was  Wonohaquaham, 
lived  in  Medford,  and  probably  occupied  at  times  the  house 
of  his  father.  He  was  friendly  to  our  ancestors ;  he  gave 
them  permission  to  settle,  and  afterwards  apprised  them  of 
the  premeditated  assault  of  the  unfriendly  Indians.  He  died 
in  Medford,  Dec.  5,  1633.  -  His  last  hours  are  thus  described 
in  "New  England's  First  Fruits : "  — 

"  Sagamore  John,  Prince  of  Massaquesers,  was,  from  our  very 
first  landing,  more  courteous,  ingenious,  and,  to  the  English,  more 
loving  than  others  of  them.  He  desired  to  learn  and  speak  our 
hinguage,  and  loved  to  imitate  us  in  our  behavior  and  apparel,  and 
began  to  hearken  after  our  God  and  his  ways,  and  would  much 
oommend  Englishmen  and  their  God,  saying  (much  good  men,  much 
good  God)  and  being  convinced  that  our  condition  and  ways  were 
hotter  far  than  theirs,  did  resolve  and  promise  to  leave  the  Indians, 
•nd  come  live  with  us ;  but  yet,  kept  down  by  the  fears  and  scoffs 
of  the  Indians,  had  QOt  power  to  make  good  his  purpose ;  yet  went 
on>  not  without  some  trouble  of  mind  and  secret  plucks  of  con- 
science, as  the  sequel  declares ;  for,  being  struck  with  death,  fear- 
ftHj  cried  out  of  himself  that  he  had  not  come  to  live  with  us,  to 
Iwive  known  our  God  better.  *  But  now,'  said  he,  *  I  must  die,  the 
6od  of  the  English  is  much  angry  with  me,  and  will  destroy  me. 
Ah  I  I  was  afraid  of  the  scoffs  of  the  wicked  Indians;  yet  my 
child  shall  live  with  the  English,  and  learn  to  know  their  God,  when 
I  am  dead.  I  will  give  him  to  Mr.  Wilson :  he  is  much  good  man, 
and  much  love  me.'  So  sent  for  Mr.  Wilson  to  come  to  him,  and 
committed  his  only  child  to  his  care,  and  so  died." 

The  Indians  were  powerful  on  this  shore ;  and  Gosnold, 
▼to  was  at  Cape  Cod  in  1602,  says  "  this  coast  is  very  full 
of  people."  Capt.  Smith,  who  was  here  in  1614,  says  it 
"was  well  inhabited  with  many  people."  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges  adds,  "At  our  first  discovery  of  those  coasts,  we  found 
jt  very  populous,  the  inhabitants  stout  and  warlike."  Speak- 
Mig  of  the  Mattachusetts,  Capt.  Smith  observes,  "  For  their 
^rade  and  merchandise,  to  ejach  of  their  principal  families  or 
habitations,  they  have  divers  towns  and  people  belonging, 
^if  by  their  relations  and  descriptions,  more  than  twenty 
several  habitations.  It  is  the  Paradise  of  all  those  parts ;  for 
here  are  many  isles  planted  with  corn,  groves,  mulberries, 
savage  gardens,  and  good  harbors.  The  seacoast,  as  you 
P*88,  shows  you  all  along  large  cornfields." 

This  picture  of  Indian  prosperity  was  almost  wholly  effaced 
py  the  terrible  plague  of  1617  and  1618.  Morton  says  of 
^t,"They  died  on  heaps  as  they  lay  in  their  houses ;  and  the 
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living,  that  were  able  to  shift  for  themselves,  would  nm 
away  and  let  them  die,  and  let  their  carcasses  lie  above  the 
ground  without  burial.  And  the  bones  and  skulls  upon  the 
several  places  of  their  habitations  made  such  a  spectacle^  that 
it  seemed  to  me  a  new-found  Golgotha." 

Dermer,  who  was  at  Cape  Cod  in  1619,  says :  "  I  passed 
along  the  coast,  where  I  found  some  eminent  plantations,  not 
long  since  populous,  now  utterly  void.  In  another  place  a 
remnant  remains,  but  not  free  from  sickness ;  their  disease 
the  plague." 

Rev.  Francis  Higginson,  in  1629,  speaking  of  the  Saga- 
mores, says :  "  Their  subjects,  above  twelve  years  since^ 
were  swept  away  by  a  great  and  grievous  plague,  that  was 
amongst  them,  so  that  there  are  very  few  left  to  inhabit  the 
country."  Gookin  says :  "  I  have  discoursed  with  some  old 
Indians,  that  were  then  youths  (in  the  time  of  the  plague), 
who  say  that  the  bodies  all  over  were  exceedingly  yeUow; 
describing  it  by  a  yellow  garment  they  showed  me,  both 
before  they  died  and  afterwards." 

It  is  estimated  that,  on  the  arrival  of  the  English^  there 
were  about  twenty  thousand  Indians  within  fifty  miles  of 
Plymouth.  Their  government  was  rather  patriarchal  than 
monarchical.  Several  hundreds,  united  under  one  head, 
made  a  family ;  and  their  head  was  called  Sagamore.  When 
several  families  were  united  under  one  head,  that  head  was 
called  Sachem.  The  territory  for  many  miles  round  Mystic 
River  was  owned  and  occupied  by  small  tribes  or  detach- 
ments, each  having  its  own  head.  The  land  on  which  we 
live  belonged  to  Sagamore  John.  He  had  a  brother  James, 
who  was  Sagamore  at  Saugus.  Their  father  bequeathed  his 
sovereignty  in  equal  proportions  to  his  two  sons,  as  was  the 
common  rule.  The  Sagamores  were  subordinates  to  the 
higher  chief.  The  Naumkeags  owned  the  territory  from 
North  River,  in  Salem,  to  Charles  River ;  and  their  numbers 
were  computed  at  six  thousand. 

Hubbard  says :  "  Near  the  mouth  of  Charles  River,  there 
used  to  be  the  general  rendezvous  of  all  the  Indians,  both  on 
the  north  and  south  side  of  the  country.  It  was  the  seat  of 
the  great  Sachem,  who  was  much  venerated  by  all  the  planta- 
tions of  Indians.  At  Mistick  was  the  seat  of  a  Sagamore, 
near  adjoining  which  is  a  great  creek  that  meets  with  the 
mouth  of  Charles  River,  and  so  makes  the  haven  of  Boston." 

The  records  of  Charlestown  say :  **  About  the  months  of 
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April  or  May,  A.  D.  1630,  there  was  a  great  design  of  the 
Indians,  from  the  Narragansetts,  and  all  round  about  us  to 
the  eastward  in  all  parts,  to  cut  off  the  English,  which  John 
Sagamore  (who  always  loved  the  English)  revealed  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  town."  ' 

.  Such  threats  as  these  induced  Mr.  Cradock's  men  to  build 
hrick  houses  which  would  answer  the  uses  of  forts.  For  this 
reason,  Charlestown  this  year  '^  erected  a  small  fort  on  the 
top  of  Town  Hill ; "  the  women  helped  the  men  to  dig  and 
build. 

So  destructive  had  been  **the  plague"  (or  yellow  fever) 
that  Mr.  Higginson  says,  1629 :  "  The  greatest  Sagamores 
about  us  cannot  make  above  three  hundred  men  (warriors), 
and  other  less  Sagamores  have  not  above  fifteen  subjects,  and 
others  near  about  us  but  two."  Gov.  Dudley,  in  1631,  says  : 
"Upon  the  river  Mistick  is  situated  Sagamore  John;  and 
npon  the  river  Saugus,  Sagamore  James,  his  brother.  Both 
these  brothers  command  not  above  thirty  or  forty  men,  for 
anght  I  can  learn."  We  have  it  from  Gov.  Winthrop,  that 
in  1633  Sagamores  John  and  James,  and  most  of  their  people, 
died  of  the  small  pox.  Of  the  subjects  of  John,  thirty  were 
buried  in  one  day  by  Mr.  Maverick.  The  disease  spread  to 
IHscatoqua,  where  it  proved  mortal  to  all  the  Indians,  except 
two  or  three. 

Thus  we  learn  that  the  region  round  Mystic  River  was 
"almost  wholly  deserted."  It  became  a  dreaded  region,  and 
Indian  superstition  kept  it  so;  for  Johnson  says,  "The 
neighboring  Indians  did  abandon  those  places  for  fear  of 
death"  A  writer  of  1632  says  the  "  peninsular,"  meaning 
the  space  between  Boston  and  Medford,  "  is  full  of  Indians." 
We  apprehend  that  this  statement  needs  qualification.  Thus 
reduced  and  disheartened,  it  was  not  difficult  for  our  Medford 
ancestors  to  govern  thepi.  Wisdom,  virtue,  and  valor  have  a 
natural  right  to  govern.  The  strong  characters  of  our 
Others  carried  a  magnetic  influence  to  the  Indian's  heart. 
He  saw  that  they  had  intelligence  to  plan,  courage  to  perse- 
vere, and  power  to  execute ;  and  the  natural  consequence 
was  submission.  But  it  was  not  the  rule  of  tyrants  on  the 
one  hand,  nor  the  subjection  of  slaves  on  the  other :  it  was 
the  friendly  influence  of  Christian  missionaries  among  hea- 
then, for  whose  conversion  they  labored  and  prayed.  Gov. 
Cradock  writes  to  his  agents  here,  "  Above  all,  we  pray  you 
be  careful  there  be  none  in  our  precincts  permitted  to  do  any 
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injury  (in  the  least  kind)  to  the  heathen  people ;  and  if  ncf 
offend  in  that  way,  let  them  receive  due  correction."  Oar 
Medford  settlers  were  forbidden  to  buy  lands  of  the  Indiaat 
without  leave ;  and  they  were  forbidden  to  sell  them  "  vltmag 
water."  We  find  the  following  record,  May  9,  16S2 :  « It  is 
agreed  that  there  shall  be  a  trucking-house  appointed  in 
every  plantation,  whither  the  Indians  may  resort  to  trade,  to 
avoid  their  coming  to  several  houses."  The  Indians  hid 
great  confidence  in  our  fathers;  and  nothing  was  omitted 
which  justice  or  humanity  required.  An  Indian  was  murdered 
in  the  Old  Colony ;  and  three  Englishmen,  fairly  convicted, 
were  hung  for  it.  Sagamore  John  complains  (March  8,  16S1) 
that  two  of  his  wigwams  had  been  burnt  by  the  English. 
He  was  immediately  paid  for  them,  and  went  away  perfectly 
satisfied.  Eliot's  translation  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  into 
the  Indian  tongue  (1648)  was  circulated  by  our  fathers  among 
the  tribes  of  this  region. 

This  godlike  man  speaks  of  '^  the  Mistick  Indians "  with 
affection  and  respect  in  a  letter,  Nov.  13,  1649,  and  says  they 
were  ingenious  and  good  and' prayerful,  and  came  often  to 
the  place  where  he  preached.  They  were  called  "  Praying 
Indians." 

August  7,  1632 :  '^  Sagamore  John  promised  against  the 
next  year,  and  so  ever  after,  to  fence  their  com  against  all 
kinds  of  cattle."  "  Chickataubott  and  Sagamore  John  pro- 
mised to  make  satisfaction  for  whatever  wrong  that  any  of 
their  men  shall  do  to  any  of  the  English,  to  their  cattle,  or 
any  other  wares." 

March  7,  1644 :  By  solemn  compact,  all  the  Indians  in  this 
jurisdiction  put  themselves  under  the  government  and  pro- 
tection of  the  Massachusetts  Colony.  The  General  Court, 
with  true  Christian  policy,  institute  special  legal  tribunals  for 
the  trial  of  their  causes.  The  laws  enacted  concerning  them 
were  wise  and  tolerant.  Among  them  were  these :  Titles  to 
land  to  be  purchased  at  satisfactory  prices  ;  Indians  never  to 
be  molested ;  not  allowed  fire-arms  ;  a  crime  to  sell  them  fire- 
arms or  ammunition ;  intermarriage  with  them  discouraged ; 
strange  Indians  to  be  kept  out.  Governor  Winslow,  in  a 
letter,  dated  May  1,  1676,  says:  "I  think  I  can  clearly  say, 
that  the  English  did  not  possess  one  foot  of  land  in  this  Colony 
but  what  was  fairly  obtained  by  honest  purchase  of  the  Indian 
proprietors."  Governor  Cradock  (1629)  says:  "If  any  of 
the  savages  pretend  right  of  inheritance  to  all  or  any  part  of 
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granted  in  our  patent,  we  pray  you  endeaTor  to 

theLr  titles  that  we  may  avoid  the  least  scruple  of 
utntfiion/' 

Aldiough  out  Medford  ancestars  took  every  precaution  to 

ondliate  their  copper-colored  neighbors,  and  although  hos- 

tdjfies  did  not  commence  between  the  settlers  and  the  natives 

till  Philip 'a  War,  nevertheless  the  chiefs  felt  jealous  of  the 

whiteji.     Of  this  there  is  as  little  doubt  as  there  is  that  they 

vMni? times  had  reason  for  it.     The  erection  of  forts  in  this 

^    jUtion,  and  the  placing  of  palisades  about  their  houses, 

^  to  the  apprehensions  of  our  fathers.     Is  it  not  natural 

He  that  between  the  red  men  and  the  whites  there 

niiglit  be  suspicion  I     The  Indians  led  lives  of  hunting  and 

ntf  and  they  saw  the  white  men  banded  together  for  trade 

ni  ielf-defence*     What  so  common  in  a  savage  breast  as 

picion  ?     The  English  appeared  to  the  Indians  to  be  dan- 

ous  intruders ;  and  every  new  act  was  misconstrued  into 

I  ]iremeditated  encroachment.     Philip*s  War  ( 1676),  as  it 

Wought  the  great  question  of  supremacy  to  its  crisis,  gave 

bim  to  the  feelings  of  both  parties,  and  settled  the  terms  of 

'  itiire  companionshtp.    Six  hundred  whites  were  slain,  which 

Due  man  in  every  eleven ;  six  hundred  buildings  were 

buim(»d,  and  twelve  towns  utterly  destroyed.     The  Indians 

'elieved  that  they  were  called  to  fight  for  their  wives  and 

jtiildren,  their  homes  and  hunting-grounds*    They  felt  them- 

Fielvee  to  be  great,  as  they  knew  themselves  to  be  brave* 

llhey  held  themselves  to  be  chieftains  of  the  rivers  and  the 

alls,  lords  of  the  mountain-pass  and  the  mountain*peak, 

^WTicn  of  the  illimitable  forests,  and  conquerors  of  the  pan- 

fcei  and  the  bear ;  and  they  felt  that  all  was  held  by  a  tille- 

ioe4,  which  i-an  back  i^rthcr  than  human  dates  and  parch- 

ntni  registers.    For  auch  men,  with  such  a  faith*  to  succumb 

►  foreigjn  intruders  they  felt  to  be  worse  than  death. 

Plilip's  army  numbered  three  thousand  ^ve  hundred  ;  and 

bur  town  furnished  its  quota  of  men  and  money  to  oppose 

Not  A  soldier  nor  a  penny  was  furnished  by  the  mother 

timiTj  to  protect  or  aid  the  whites  in  that  eventful  struggle. 

To  the  honor  of  the  first  settlers  of  Medford  be  it  said, 

they  followed    the  advice  of    Mr.   Cradock ;    and   no 

itaace  of  injustice  or  oppression  towards  the  Indiana  can 

J  tuced  in  our  history*     The  town  often  passed  laws  touch- 

j  those  who  dwelt  among  them ;  but  those  laws  were  exe- 

with  kindness.     There  were  some  here  as  slaves ;  for 
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the  General  Court  in  early  times  passed  a  law  that  any  Indian 
convicted  of  crime,  or  taken  in  war,  should  be  sold  as  a  slare. 
The  law  of  1646  gave  them  some  trouble.  It  ran  thus :  **  It 
is  ordered  and  decreed  that  no  Indian  shall,  at  any  time» 
powwow,  or  perform  outward  worship  of  their  fidse  gods,  or 
to  the  devil,  in  any  part  of  our  jurisdiction."  Penalty  £5. 
In  1698,  there  were  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty* 
eight  Indians  in  IVIassachusetts ;  and  there  were  enough  in 
this  neighborhood  to  keep  our  Withers  wide  awake.  It  was 
common  to  go  armed  to  the  ploughing  field ;  and  Mac  Fingal, 
in  his  way,  gives  us  the  following  history  of  those  times  :  — 

•<  For  once,  for  fear  of  Indian  beating, 
Our  grandsires  bore  their  guns  to  meeting ; 
Each  man  equipped,  on  Sunday  mom. 
With  psalm-book,  shot,  and  powder-horn ; 
And  looked  in  form,  as  all  must  grant, 
like  the  ancient  true  church-militant ; 
Or  fierce,  like  modem  deep  dirines, 
AVho  fight  with  quills,  like  porcupines." 

Wood  describes  the  Indians  of  this  region  thus :  — 

^  First,  of  their  stature ;  most  of  them  being  between  five  and 
six  feet  high,  straight^bodied,  strongly  composed,  smooth-skinned, 
merry-countenanced,  of  complexion  somewhat  more  swarthy  than 
Spaniards,  black-haired,  high-foreheaded,  black-eyed,  out-nosed, 
broad-shouldered,  brawny-armed,  long  and  slender-handed,  out- 
breasted,  small- waisted,  lank-bellied,  well-thighed,  flat-kneed,  hand- 
some grown  legs,  and  small  feet  In  a  word,  take  them  when  the 
blood  brisks  in  their  veins,  when  the  flesh  is  on  their  backs,  and 
marrow  in  their  bones,  when  they  frolic  in  their  antique  deportments 
and  Indian  postures,  and  they  are  more  amiable  to  behold  (though 
only  in  Adam's  livery)  than  many  a  compounded  fantastic  in  the 
newest  fashion.  It  may  puzzle  belief  to  conceive  how  such  lusty 
bodies  should  have  their  rise  and  daily  supportment  from  so  slender 
a  fostering;  their  houses  being  mean,  their  lodging  as  homely, 
commons  scant,  their  drink  water,  and  nature  their  best  clothing." 

Bemnants  of  the  Indian  tribes  were  common  till  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  century.  In  Medford  they  lived  in 
"Turkey  Swamp."  So  late  even  as  our  day,  fiurmers  in 
Medford  have  ploughed  up  stone  arrow-heads,  stone  drills, 
and  other  Indian  weapons  and  tools.  No  Indian  necropolis 
has  yet  been  discovered,  though  one  probably  exists  on  the 
borders  of  our  pond.  The  last  Indian  here  was  "Hannah 
Shiner,"  a  full  blood,  who  lived  with  "  Old  Toney,"  a  noble- 


INDIANS.  81 

souled  mulatto  man,  who  lived  on  the  Wobum  Road,  in 
West  Medford,  opposite  where  the  town  schoolhouse  once 
stood.  Hannah  was  kind-hearted,  a  faithful  friend,  a  sharp 
enemy,  a  judge  of  herbs,  a  weaver  of  baskets,  and  a  lover  of 
mm.  Toney  was  once  well  off;  and  on  Thanksgiving  Day, 
when  he  was  to  give  a  rich  dinner  to  a  dozen  of  his  colored 
friends,  his  house  took  fire,  and  was  wholly  consumed.  They, 
rfns,  who  remember  the  old  liberated  slaves,  remember  how 
much  they  suffered  from  winter's  coldness.  The  black  man's 
skin  is  n^e  to  bear  the  heat,  the  white  man's  to  bear  the 
cold;  and  both  races  flourish  best  by  regarding  the  law. 
"Deb  Saco  "  was  another  specimen  whom  many  remember, 
and  who  died  about  twelve  years  ago.  **  Sulk  and  Lucy  " 
Were  the  last  couple  in  West  Medford  of  the  liberated  slaves. 
They  lived  near  the  road  leading  to  West  Cambridge,  in  a 
small  building,  whose  roof  was  turf,  and  which  obtained  the 
title  of  "  Salt  Box."  We  know  that  all  these  persons  were 
tenderly  cared  for  by  their  neighbors,  and  their  last  days 
made  comfortable  and  happy. 

We  fear  that  the  modem  scheme  of  gathering  all  the  In- 
dians within  the  limits  of  one  free  state,  and  that  state  to 
be  wholly  theirs,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  other 
states,  will  not  succeed.  It  will  be  found  extremely  diffi- 
cnlt  to  persuade  all  the  chiefs  to  abdicate  and  destroy  their 
erowns ;  to  annihilate  the  deadly  hostilities  of  ancient  tribes  ; 
to  chaise  the  established  habits  of  hunting,  and  substitute 
Wd  labor,  and  to  reconcile  the  opposing  religious  beliefs. 

This  noble  and  peculiar  people  seemed  doomed  to  retreat, 
before  the  resistless  march  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  till  they 
wwh  the  shores  of  the  Pacific ;  and  we  can  imagine  the  last 
Indian,  the  sole  survivor  on  this  western  continent,  standing 
on  a  lofty  crag,  which  overhangs  the  sea,  and  there  calling  to 
»ind  the  jsad  and  eventful  histories  of  his  wasted  country- 
men. He  thinks  of  the  time  when  the  wigwams  of  his 
brethren  were  scattered  over  the  entire  region,  from  the  spot 
where  he  stands  to  the  borders  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  each 
wigwam  filled  with  a  happy  and  prosperous  family.  He 
tiunks  of  their  ancestral  rights  and  their  traditional  glories, 
flieir  feats  in  the  hunt  and  their  valor  in  the  fight,  their  calu- 
■let  of  peace  and  their  dance  of  victory.  He  remembers  the 
deeds  of  his  father  and  the  love  of  his  mother,  the  sweet 
devotion  of  his  wife,  and  the  noble  promise  of  his  children ; 
•nd  he  sees  now  that  all  these  have  vanished.     He  sees  that 
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all  those  joys  are  over,  those  battles  fought,  those  council- 
fires  extinguished,  and  those  hopes  prostrate  in  the  dust ;  and, 
instead  thereof,  he  sees  the  white  man,  who  has  wrought  all 
these  desolations,  rushing  towards  him.  For  a  moment  he 
forgets  himself.  The  avenging  ire  of  the  Indian  rises  within 
him,  the  blood  crimsons  his  manly  cheek,  and  he  seizes  with 
convulsive  grasp  his  tomahawk  and  bow  ;  but  the  next  instant 
tells  him  it  is  too  late.  All  is  lost.  He  drops  his  tomahawk 
on  the  ground,  shoots  his  last  arrow  towards  the  east,  lifb 
his  right  hand  in  adoration  of  the  Great  Spirit,  and  then,  all 
unconquered,  leaps  from  the  precipice  into  the  stormy  sea, 
and  closes  the  history  of  his  race. 

MATHEW  CRADOCK. 

Medford  owes  its  first  settlement  to  the  influence  of  Gov- 
ernor Cradock  and  Governor  Winthrop.  The  first  gentleman 
was  the  richest  individual  attached  to  the  New  England 
Company ;  and  he  gave  his  money  with  the  freedom  of  an 
enthusiast.  In  vol.  ix..  No.  2,  of  the  New  England  Genea- 
logical Register,  is  the  genealogy  of  Gov.  Cradock.  He  lived 
in  Swithin's  Lane,  London,  near  London  Stone ;  and  "  had  a 
house  furnished  at  Rumford,  in  Essex."  The  first  that  we 
hear  of  him  is  as  a  distinguished  merchant,  taking  a  deep 
interest  in  the  Puritan  cause  and  in  the  settlement  of  New 
England.  He  was  especially  instrumental  in  forming  the 
"  Company  of  Massachusetts  Bay,"  whose  organization  was 
the  first  systematic  eflfort  for  the  permanent  settlement  of  this 
Colony.  To  obtain  a  charter  was  a  primary  object ;  and  k^ 
was  among  the  foremost  in  petitioning  the  king.  The  boon 
was  finally  granted  by  Charles  First,  March  4,  1628-9,  and 
called  the  "  Charter  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  Eng- 
land." In  this  important  document,  the  king  says :  "  And  for 
the  better  execution  of  our  royal  pleasure  and  grant  in  this 
behalf,  we  do,  by  this  present,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, nominate,  make,  and  constitute  our  well-beloved  the 
said  Mathew  Cradock,  to  be  the  first  and  present  Governor 
of  the  said  company."  The  Governor  was  to  be  chosen 
annually ;  and.  May  13,  1629,  Mr.  Cradock  was  elected  to 
that  oflBice.  Whenever  a  **  Court "  was  held  in  London  (and 
they  were  held  very  often),  the  Governor  presided.  The 
Court  consisted  of  the  Governor,  Deputy-Governor,  Secre- 
tary, and  Assistants.     They  were  the  government  of  the 
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company,  which  was  a  commercial  establishment  in  England, 
not  vested  with  political  power  as  rulers.  Oct.  20,  1629: 
Mr.  Cradock  was  chosen  an  Assistant.  In  all  subscriptions 
for  helping  the  Colony,  he  gave  the  largest  sum ;  and  to  show 
how  extensively  he  loaned  for  special  purposes,  we  fii^d  the 
Court  of  Assistants,  at  London,  Nov.  20,  1629,  voting  to  pay 
him  £800,  to  reimburse  what  he  had  paid  for  sailors'  wages 
and  other  incidental  expenses.  In  the  annual  Registers  he 
was  styled  the  *'  first  Governor  of  the  Colony ; "  but  he  had 
not  the  full  legislative  and  executive  powers  afterwards 
granted  to  Gov.  Winthrop ;  for  he  did  not  need  them. 

July  28,  1629 :  On  this  day  Mr.  Cradock  brought  before 
the  Court  the  important  proposition,  namely,  to  transfer  the 
government  of  the  Colony  from  London  to  New  England. 
This  bold  measure,  which  would  change  an  English  com- 
mercial corporation  into  an  organized  transatlantic  govern- 
ment, was  second  only,  in  importance,  to  the  coming  of  the 
*'  Mayflower."  The  company  say,  in  1629 :  "  The  propaga- 
tion of  the  gospel  is  the  thing  we  do  profess  above  all  to  be 
our  aim  in  settling  this  plantation."  How  rapidly  does  the 
mind  travel  from  this  prophetic  fact  to  its  natural  conse- 
quences !  We  see  a  positive  provincial  government,  secured 
by  a  royal  charter,  taking  root  among  Anglo-Saxon  Purij;ans, 
three  thousand  miles  distant  from  arbitrary  masters ;  and  we 
readily  infer  that  self-government  will  gradually  strengthen 
till  national  independence  is  evolved.  To  Mr.  Cradock 
belongs  the  honor  of  this  movement  in  London ;  and  that 
honor  is  not  lessened  by  the  fact  that  he  was  not  going  to 
America.  His  zeal  in  the  project  is  proved  by  his  subse- 
quent labor  and  contributions  to  promote  it.  Two  of  the  ships 
which  sailed  with  the  "Arbella  "  belonged  to  him.  They  were 
the  "Ambrose  "  (Capt.  John  Lowe)  and  the  "Jewel "  (Capt. 
Nicholas  Hurlston) ;  and  in  these  vessels  came  Mr.  Cradock's 
fishermen,  coopers,  and  shipwrights  ;  and  in  them,  doubtless, 
came  most  of  the  first  settlers  of  Medford  from  Sufiblk  and 
Essex. 

We  will  here  give  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  will  be  read 
with  deep  interest :  — 

Letter  from  Mathew  Cradoch  Governor  of  the  Company ;  addressed 
to  Mr,  John  Eadicott,  then  in  New  England. 

"  Worthy  sir,  and  my  loving  friend  :  All  due  commendations  pre- 
mised to  yourself  and  second  self,  with  hearty  well-wishes  from 
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myself  and  many  others,  well-wishers  and  adventurers  in  this  our 
plantation,  to  yourself  and  the  rest  of  your  good  company,  of  whose 
safe  arrival  being  now  thoroughly  informed  by  your  letters,  bearing 
date  the  13th  Sept.  last,  which  came  to  my  hands  the  13  this  instant 
February,  we  do  not  a  little  rejoice ;  and  to  hear  that  my  good 
cousin,  your  wife,  w^ere  perfectly  recovered  of  her  health  would  be 
an  acceptable  news  to  us  all ;  which  God  grant  in  his  good  time  that 
we  may.  Meanwhile,  I  am,  in  the  behalf  of  our  whole  company 
(which  are  much  enlarged  since  your  departure  out  of  England),  to 
give  you  hearty  thanks  for  your  large  advice  contained  in  this  your 
letter,  which  I  have  fully  imparted  unto  them,  and,  farther,  to  give 
proof  that  they  intend  not  to  be  wanting  by  all  good  means  to 
further  the  plantation;  to  which  purpose  (God  willing)  you  shall 
hear  more  at  another  time,  and  that  speedily ;  there  being  one  ship 

bought  for  the  company  of tons,  and  two  others  hired  of  two 

hundred  tons  each  of  them,  one  of  nineteen,  and  one  of pieces 

of  ordnance,  besides  not  unlike  but  one  other  vessel  shall  come  in 
company  with  these ;  in  all  which  ships,  for  the  general  stock  and 
■  property  of  the  adventurers,  there  is  likely  to  be  sent  thither  twizt 
two  and  three  hundred  persons  (we  hope  to  reside  there),  and  about 
one  hundred  head  of  cattle.  Wherefore,  as  I  wrote  you  in  full, 
and  sent  by  Mr.  Allerton,  of  New  Plymouth,  in  November  last,  so 
the  desire  of  them  is,  that  you  would  endeavor  to  get  convenient 
housing,  fit  to  lodge  as  many  as  you  can,  against  they  do  come ;  and, 
withal,  what  beaver,  or  other  commodities,  or  fish,  if  the  means  to 
preserve  it  can  be  gotten  ready,  to  return  in  the  aforesaid  ships. 
And  likewise  wood,  if  no  better  lading  be  to  be  had;  that  you 
would  endeavor  to  get  in  a  readiness  what  you  can,  whereby  our 
ships,  whereof  two  are  to  return  back  directly  hither,  may  not  come 
wholly  empty.  There  hath  not  been  a  better  time  for  sale  of  timber 
these  two  seven  years  than  at  present ;  and,  therefore,  pity  these 
ships  should  come  back  empty,  if  it  might  be  made  ready,  that  they 
need  not  stop  one  day  for  it :  otherwise,  men's  wages  and  victuals, 
together  with  the  ships,  will^  quickly  rise  too  high,  if  to  be  rela- 
den  with  wood,  and  that  the  same  be  not  ready  to  put  aboard  as 
soon  as  the  ships  are  discharged  of  their  outward  lading.  I  wish 
also  that  there  be  some  sassafras  and  sassaparilla  sent  us,  as  also 
good  store  of  sumac,  if  there  to  be  had,  as  we  are  informed  there 
is.  The  like  do  1  wish  for  a  ton  weight  at  least  of  silk-grass,  and 
of  aught  else  that  may  be  useful  for  dyeing  or  in  physic ;  to  have 
some  of  each  sent,  and  advice  given  withal  what  store  of  each  to  be 
had  there,  if  vent  may  be  found  here  for  it  Also,  I  hope  you  will 
have  some  good  sturgeon  in  a  readiness  to  send  us ;  and,  if  it  be 
well  cured,  two  or  three  hundred  thereof  would  help  well  towards 
our  charge.  We  are  very  confident  of  your  best  endeavors  for  the 
general  good;  and  we  doubt  not  but  God  will  in  mercy  give  a 
blessing  upon  our  labors ;  and  we  trust  you  will  not  be  unmindful 
of  the  main  end  of  our  plantation,  by  endeavoring  to  bring  the 
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IndiaDB  to  the  knowledge  of  the  gospel,  which  that  it  may  he 

fpeedier  and  better  effected,  the  earnest  desire  of  our  whole  com- 

pukj  is,  that  you  have  diligent  and  watchful  eye  over  our  own 

people ;  that  they  live  unblameable  and  without  reproof,  and  demean 

tbemselvea  justly  and  courteous  towards  the  Indians,  thereby  to 

draw  them  to  affect  our  persons,  and  consequently  our  religion ;  as 

also  to  endeavor  to  get  some  of  their  children  to  train  up  to  reading, 

and  consequently  «to  religion,  while  they  are  young :   herein,  to 

yoong  or  old,  to  omit  no  good  opportunity  that  may  tend  to  bring 

them  out  of  that  woful  state  and  condition  they  now  are  in ;  in  which 

case  our  predecessors  in  this  our  land  sometimes  were,  and  tint  for 

the  mercy  and  goodness  of  our  good  God  might  have  continued  to 

this  day ;  but  God,  who,  out  of  the  boundless  ocean  of  his  mercy, 

hath  showed  pity  and  compassion  to  our  land,  lie  is  all-sufficient  and 

can  bring  this  to  pass  which  we  now  desire  in  that  country  likewise. 

Only  let  us  not  be  wanting  on  our  parts,  now  we  are  called  to  this 

work  of  the  Lord ;  neither,  having  put  our  hands  to  the  plough,  let 

us  look  back,  but  go  on  cheerfully,  and  depend  upon  God  for  a 

blessing  upon  our  labors,  who,  by  weak  instruments,  is  able  (if  he 

see  it  good)  to  bring  glorious  things  to  pass. 

**  Be  of  good  courage,  go  on,  and  do  worthily,  and  the  Lord  pros- 
per your  endeavor. 

**  It  is  fully  resolved,  by  God's  assistance,  to  send  over  two  minis- 
ters, at  the  least,  with  the  ships  now  intended  to  be  sent  thither ; 
but,  for  Mr.  Peters,  he  is  now  in  Holland,  from  whence  his  return 
hither  I  hold  to  be  uncertain.  Those  we  send  shall  all  be  by  the 
approbation  of  Mr.  White,  of  Dorchester,  and  Mr.  Davenport 
For  whatsoever  else  you  have  given  advice,  care  shall  be  taken, 
Grod  willing,  to  perform  the  needful,  as  near  as  we  can,  and  the 
times  will  permit;  whereof,  also,  you  may  expect  more  ample 
advertisement  in  their  general  letter,  when  God  shall  send  our  ships 
thither.  The  course  you  have  taken  in  giving  our  countrymen 
their  content  of  planting  tobacco  there  for  the  present  (their  neces- 
sity considered)  is  not  disallowed ;  but  we  trust  in  Grod  other  means 
will  be  found  to  employ  their  time  more  comfortable,  and  profitable 
also  in  the  end ;  and  we  cannot  buft  generally  approve  and  commend 
their  good  resolution  to  desist  from  the  planting  thereof,  when  as 
they  shall  descern  how  to  employ  their  labors  otherwise,  which  we 
hope  they  will  be  speedily  induced  unto,  by  such  precepts  and 
examples  as  we  shall  give  them.  And  now,  minding  to  conclude 
this,  I  may  not  omit  to  put  you  in  mind,  however  you  seem  to  fear 
no  enemies  there,  yet  that  you  have  a  watchful  eye  for  your  own 
safety,  and  the  safety  of  all  those  of  our  nation  with  you,  and  not 
to  be  too  confident  of  the  fidelity  of  the  savages.  It  is  an  old  pro- 
verb, yet  as  true,  the  burnt  child  dreads  the  fire.  Our  countrymen 
have  suffered  by  their  too  much  confidence  in  Virginia.  Let  us  by 
their  harms  learn  to  beware ;  and  as  we  are  commanded  to  be  in- 
nocent as  doves,  so  withal  we  are  enjoined  to  be  wise  as  serpentn. 
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The  God  of  heaven  and  earth  preserve  and  keep  yon  from  all 
foreign  and  inland  enemies,  and  bless  and  prosper  this  plantation  to 
the  enlargement  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesns  Christ,  to  whose  mercHil 
protection  I  commend  you  and  all  your  associates  there,  known  m 
unknown.  And  so,  till  my  next,  which  shall  be  (Grod  willing)  hj 
our  ships,  who  I  make  account  will  be  ready  to  set  sail  from  henee 
about  the  20th  of  this  next  month  of  March,  I  end,  and  rest. 
Your  assured  loving  friend  and  cousin, 

Mathbw  Cradock. 
From  my  house  in  Swithin's  Lane,  near  London  Stone,  this  16Ui 
February,  1628,  stilo  Anglicie. 

The  confidence  felt  by  the  "Court"  in  Mr.  Cradock's 
judgment  was  evinced  by  putting  him  first  on  that  Commit- 
tee which  was  to  divide  and  apportion  the  lands  in  New 
England^  thus  deciding  how  and  where  the  first  settlements 
should  take  place.  He  did  all  he  could  to  get  the  fleet  in 
readiness  to  sail.  On  the  morning  of  the  29th  March^  ISSO, 
when  the  vessels  were  lying  at  Cowes,  he  made  a  visit  to  his 
friends,  and  consulted  with  them  on  the  expediency  of  sailing 
on  Easter  Monday.  Hubbard  says :  "  They  were  advised  so  to 
do  by  Mr.  Cradock  (who  was  that  morning  on  board  the  *Ar- 
bella ' ),  the  late  Governor,  and  owner  of  the  two  last  ships." 
Gov.  Winthrop  says  :  "  Mr.  Cradock  was  aboard  the  'Arbella.* 
We  came  to  council.  Mr.  Cradock  presently  went  back^  our 
captain  giving  him  three  shots  out  of  the  steerage  for  a  fiure- 
well."  This  gentleman,  wise,  good,  zealous,  honored,  and 
rich,  may  be  regarded,  before  any  other  individual,  as  the 
Founder  of  Medford.  There  is  no  record  of  settlements 
earlier  than  those  connected  with  him. 

He  was  singularly  cautious  in  selecting  his  workmen ;  and 
such  an  extensive  establishment  for  fishing  as  he  designed^ 
supposes  many  collateral  branches  of  trade.  In  1631,  his 
agent,  Mr.  Davison,  had  become  so  settled  as  to  build  a  ship 
on  the  bank  of  the  Mystick.  The  place  probably  was  where 
Mr.  Calvin  Turner  built  his  first  ship,  or  at  Rock  Hill. 
Providing  his  fishermen  with  vessels  as  fast  as  possible  must 
have  made  Medford  a  place  of  brisk  trade  and  commercial 
consequence.  These  first  movements  of  Mr.  Cradock  here 
were  in  keeping  with  his  expansive  mind  and  great  wealth* 
We  have  proof  of  his  wide  enterprise  in  the  following 
record:  "Feb.  1,  1634:  Mr.  Cradock's  house  at  Marblehead 
was  burnt  down  about  midnight  before,  there  being  in  it  Mr. 
Allerton  and  many  fishermen,  whom  he  employed  that  season. 
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Mr.  Allerton  fished  witli  eight  toate/'  Joesjlyn  speaks  of 
Mn  Cradock'n  pkntalion,  in  1638,  "on  the  west  of  Mystick 
RiTer,  where  he  has  impaled  a  park;"  unquestionably  the 
im  park  for  deer  impaled  in  this  country* 

la  1630,  Mr.  Cradoik  provides  a  man  (Richard  Water- 
man |,  "whose  chief  employmentj"  he  says  to  his  men  at 
1  Metlford,  "  will  be  to  get  you  good  venison/'    The  Company 
in   England    say    (April    17,    1629),   **  William   Eyall   and 
fThoma^  Bnide,  coopers  and  cleavers  of  timber,  are  enter- 
lined  by  us  in  haWes  with  Mr.  Cradockj  our  Governor." 

To  express  their  sense  of  the  value  of  Mr*  Cra dock's  ser- 

ices  for   the  Colony^  the  General  Court,  held  at  Newton, 

llarch  4^  1634,  make  him  a  grant  of  land  in  the  following 

rds:  *^A11  the  ground,  as  well  lipland  as  meadow,  lying 

being  betwixt  the  land  of  Mr.  No  well  and  Mr.  Wilson 

the  east,  and  the  partition  betwixt  Mistick  bounds  on  the 

rest,  bounded  with  Mistick  River  on  the  south,  and  the 

Rocks  on  the  north,  is  granted  to  Mr,  Mathew  Cradoek^ 

t merchant,  to  enjoy  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever." 
Some  of  the  earliest  grants  of  hmd  were  made  before  any 
boundary  lines  of  towns  were  fixed- 
**  March  3,  1635 :  Ordered  that  the  land  formerly  granted 
to  Mr.  Cradock,  merchant,  shall  extend  one  mile  into  the 
country  from  the  river-side  in  all  places/*  This  tract  is  sup- 
posed tn  have  embraced  three  thousand  five  hundred  acres. 

In  proof  of  this  gentleman's  profound  attachment  to  the 
Puritan  enterprise,  we  will  here  quote  a  few  sentences  from 
the  "  First  Letter  of  the  Governor  and  Deputy  of  the  New 
England  Company  for  a  Plantation  in  Massachusetts  Bay,  to 
the  Governor  and  Council  for  London*s  Plantation  in  the 
[assachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England/'  April  17,  16£9 ; 
ay  men  and  various  articles  for  trade  and  use  having  been 
laent  firom  London,  the  letter  says :  — 


*'  We  pray  you  give  all  Rood  accommodation  to  otir  present  Go- 

K'cmor^  Mr*  Mathew  Cradocit,  who,  whh  some  particular  brethren  of 

fthe  company,  have  deeply  enf^age^d  ihemrielves  in  their  private  ad-* 

ventures  in  these  shtpa^  and  those  to  come ;  and  as  we  hold  these 

men*  that  thus  dtteply  adventure  in  their  private,  to  be  (under  God) 

special  iiistruments  for  the  advancing  and  strengthening  of  the 

.  plinlaiioDf  which  is  done  by  them  without  any  charge  to  the  com- 

i|iaoy*i  general  stoek^  wherein,  notwithstanding,  they  are  as  deep  or 

I  deeper  engaged  than  any  athen 

"We  have  gent  six  siupwrights,  of  whom   Robert  Moulton  is 
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chief.  These  men's  entertaiDment  is  very  chargeable  to  us ;  and  by 
agreement  it  is  to  be  borne  two-thirds  at  the  charge  of  the  generil 
company,  and  the  other  one-^hird  is  to  be  borne  by  Mr.  Cradock, 
our  Governor,  and  his  associates  interested  in  a  private  stock.  We 
hope  you  will  be  careful  to  see  them  so  employed  as  may  comlt6^ 
vail  the  charge,  desiring  you  to  agree  with  Mr.  Sharp  that  their 
labor  may  be  employed* two-thirds  for  the  general  company,  and  one- 
third  for  Mr.  Cradock  and  his  associates ;  praying  you  to  aooom- 
modate  said  Mr.  Cradock's  people  in  all  fitting  manner,  as  he  doth 
well  deserve. 

^  Our  Governor,  Mr.  Cradock,  hath  entertained  (paid  the  expenses 
of)  two  gardeners,  one  of  which  he  is  content  the  company  shall 
have  use  of,  if  need  be." 

In  a  second  letter,  from  the  same  source,  directed  to  the 
same  persons,  under  date  of  May  28,  1629,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing statements :  — 

"  The  cattle  now  and  formerly  sent  have  been  all  provided  by  the 
Governor,  Mr.  Cradock,  except  the  three  mares  that  came  out  of 
Leicestershire. 

**  The  pro\;isions  for  building  of  ships,  as  pitch,  tar,  rosin,  oakum, 
old  ropes  for  oakum,  cordage,  and  sail-cloth,  in  all  these  ships,  with 
nine  firkins  and  five  half-barrels  of  nails  in  the  '  Two  Sisters,'  are 
two-thirds  for  the  company  in  general,  and  one-third  for  the  Gro- 
vernor,  Mr.  Cradock,  and  his  partners;  as  is  also  the  charge  of  one 
(Tcorge  Farr,  now  sent  over  to  the  six  shipwrights  formerly  sent." 

These  extracts  show  the  deep  enthusiasm  of  Mr.  Cradock 
in  the  New  England  enterprise.  He  went  into  it  heart  and 
purse.  He  adopted  Medford  as  his  head-quarters  ;  and  here 
he  made  his  first  settlement,  here  opened  his  business  of 
ship-building  and  fishing,  and  here  placed  an  agent  to  exe- 
cute his  plans.  The  most  sagacious  and  wealthy  merchant  of 
the  company  could  not  have  made  a  wiser  choice.  To  Med- 
ford he  directed  his  thoughts,  in  Medford  he  expended  his 
money,  and  for  the  prosperity  of  Medford  he  devoutly  prayed. 
Our  infant  town  could  not  have  had  a  better  father. 

He  may  have  first  stopped  opposite  Winthrop's  farm,  at 
Ten  Hills,  and  there  done  something  in  the  fishing  business ; 
but  we  very  soon  find  him,  by  his  agent,  engaged  in  building 
a  bridge  across  Mistick  River,  at  the  place  where  **the  great 
bridge  "  now  stands.  There  could  have  been  no  motive  for 
his  building  such  a  bridge,  at  such  a  time,  and  at  his  own 
expense,  unless  his  men  and  business  were  in  that  neighbor- 
hood.    That  his  operations  were  not  confined  to  one^spot 
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q>peara  from  the  &ct  that  he  had  a  fishing  establishment  '^  at 
igswam,  by  Merrimack/'  where,  Aug.  8,  1631,  some  hostile 
hidians  *'  nfle  the  wigwam  where  Mr.  Cradock's  men  kept  to 
catch  sturgeons,  taking  away  their  nets,  biskets,  &c."  In  the 
records  of  the  General  Court,  held  at  Boston,  Nov.  7,  1632, 
▼e  have  the  following  record :  "  Mr.  Mathew  Cradock  is 
fined  £4  for  his  men  being  absent  from  training  divers  times." 
This  was  remitted,  probably  on  account  of  the  impossibility 
in  a  fisherman  of  being  on  shore  at  any  given  period. 

At  a  Greneral  Court  held  at  Boston,  March  4,  1633,  the 
fcllowing  grant  was  made :  "  The  Wear  at  Mistick  is  granted 
to  John  Winthrop,  Esq.,  present  Governor,  and  to  Mr.  Mathew 
Cradock,  of  London,  to  enjoy  to  them  and  their  heirs  for 
eyer." 

March  3,  1635 :  In  General  Court.  —  "Ordered  that  there 
shall  be  £55  paid  to  Mr.  Cradock." 

March  26,  1638 :  '^  There  is  a  grant  of  a  thousand  acres 
of  land  granted  to  Mr.  Mathew  Cradock,  where  it  may  be 
had  without  prejudice  to  any  plantation  or  former  grants,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Court.  Also  there  is  granted  to  Mr. 
Cradock  five  hundred  acres  of  land  more  for  such  servants  as 
he  shall  appoint  it  unto,  twenty  miles  from  any  plantation, 
without  prejudice  to  any  plantation." 

June  2,  1641:  "Mr.  Thomas  May  hew  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Cooke  appointed  to  set  out  the  five  hundred  acres  of  Mr. 
Oldham's  for  Mr.  Cradock  near  Mount  Feake.". 

On  the  same  day,  "  Voted  that  Mr.  Cradock's  rates  should 
he  forborne  till  the  next  ship  come,  and  then  it  is  referred  to 
Mr.  Stoughton  and  Mr.  Hawthorne  to  consider  and  give  order 
in  it" 

The  reader  may  now  be  referred  to  what  is  said  concerning 
Mr.  Cradock's  agency  in  building  the  first  bridge  over  Mis- 
tick  River ;  and,  putting  those  facts  with  these  here  stated, 
We  come  at  the  conclusion  that  Medford  should  cherish  with 
gratitude  the  memory  of  one  who  opened  here  a  new  and 
extensive  trade,  who  sent  over  many  men  as  laborers  in  ship- 
building and  fishing,  who  conjured  all  to  treat  the  Indians 
^th  tenderness  and  generosity,  and  who,  in  the  letter  of 
April  17,  1629,  speaks  of  the  settlement  of  &milies  here  in 
these  terms :  — 

''Oar  earnest  desire  is,  that  you  take  special  care  in  settling  these 
^nulies,  that  the  chief  in  the  family  (at  least  some  of  them)  be 
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granided  in  religion,  whereby  morning  and  eveningf  famil  j  iutm 
Wmy  be  duly  performed,  and  a  watchful  eje  hi^ld  orer  all  in  cicii 
family,  by  one  or  more  in  eacb  fumily  to  be  itppoiiii«^d  ibereto,  tkt 
so  disorders  may  be  pre  vented,  ftad  iU  weeds  nipt  before  they  take 
too  great  a  liead/' 

In  the  same  letter  we  find  the  following:  — 

"  Above  all,  we  pmy  you  be  careful  ihere  be  none  in  our  pre- 
cinciiii  permitted  to  do  any  injury  {in  the  least  kind)  to  the  healbcQ 
peopjt* ;  and,  if  any  otfend  in  I  hat  way,  let  them  retjeive  doe  eo^ 
reetioti*  If  any  of  the  sa%  a^es  pretend  ri|^bt  of  inheritance  to  ftU 
or  any  part  of  the  Umda  granted  in  our  patent^  we  pray  yon  endei^ 
vor  to  purchase  their  title,  that  we  may  avoid  the  lea^t  acruple  «f 
Intrusion/* 

We  know  of  only  one  relative  of  Mr.  Cradock  who  ia»i 
to  this  country,  and  his  name  was  George  Cradock,  mentioii 
by  Douglas  and  H  utchinsoii  as  an  inhabitant  of  Boston. 

We  cannot  better  close  the  notice  of  Medford'i  founder 
and  friend  thiin  by  giving  a  copy  of  his  Will,  which  hafi 
never  till  now  been  printed  :  — 

«  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Maihew  Orad^h 

**I,  Mathew  Cradofk,  of  ILiondon,  merchant,  being  in  perfeci 
memory  and  bodily  health,  —  thanks  be  given  to  God  therefor,^^" 
do  hereby  mnke  and  ordain  thiii  my  laM  Will  and  Testameni  \^ 
manner  and  form  following;  that  is  to  say, — 

"I  bequeatli  my  »oul  into  the  hands  of  the  Almighty  God, 
ing,  by  tlie  merils  of  the  death  and  passion  of  our  Lord  JeiQ 
Christ  only,  to  obtain  remission  of  all  my  sins*     My  body,  when  ' 
shall  please  God  to  separate  it  from  my  soul,  I  recommend  to  th 
earili,  in  assured  eonfidt^nce  of  a  glorious  resurrection  at  the 
and  dreadful  day  of  judgment- 
"  As  to  my  outward  estate,  wherewith  God  of  bis  goodness  ha 
endowed  me,  1  have  ever  accounted  myself  but  a  steward,  there 
therefore  humbly  entreat  the  Almighty  to  enable  me  so  to  demei 
mys^elf  in  disposing  thereof  as  that  I  may,  through  his  mercy  in  ! 
merits  of  Christ,  be  always  prepared  to  give  a  comfortable  \ 
of  my  stewardship. 

"  1  do  hereby  order ^  in  the  first  place,  that  all  sure  dehts  fts  i 
any  manner  of  way,  justly  due  and  owing  to  any  person  what^oev€ 
be  truly  and  fully  satisfied  and  paid:  the  accounts  of  the  widow  < 
Stephen  B en i titer,  late  of  London,  cloth- worker,  deceased,  that 
same  be  answered  and  (committed)  to  the  use  of  my  executors  i 
for  dealing  with  one  Henry  Colthirst,  if  Mr,  Pennoyde,  who  is  1 
acquainted  with  the  buBiness,  see  it  to  be  due,  which  ia  cbailenged. 
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dif  it  to  be  answered  with  considemticn  for  the  time,  atl  just 
k'bt^  paid 4    The  remaiudi^r  of  my  estate  I  give  and  bequeath  m 
"fcllowetU;  — 

**To  tha  poor  of  the  pariah  of  St*  Peter's,  the  poor  in  Broad 
Strset,  whtfre  I  eerved  my  apprenticeship*  forty  pounds  sterling;  to 
tlic  poor  of  Bt  Swithtn*3,  where  1  dwelled,  one  hundred  pounds,  to 
be  employed  as  a  stock  for  their  uie,  and  the  benefit  thereof  to  be 
'^tributed  yearly  at  the  discretion  of  the  greater  number  in  the 
Itrjr.    This  to  be  taken  out  of  the  third  part  of  my  estate,  which, 
I"  the  custom  of  the  eity  of  London ^  ia  at  ray  own  disponing, 
*Qfte  third  part  of  my  whole  clear  e^tiite,  my  d*;bts  being  paid 
I  &atistit;d,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  precious,  dear,  and  loving 
Vt  Rt'beccali  Cradock;  one  otiier  fhird  part  of  my  estate,  accord- 
to  the  an  Client  custom  of  the  city  of  London,  I  do  give  lo  my 
d£U;4ht«r,  Damaris,  and  to  such  other  child  or  ciiiidren  a.^  it  »hall 
plaa^  Go<l  to  give  me  by  my  wife,  Rebeccab-    Moreover,  I  do  f^ive 
wd  bequeath  to  my  said  dear  and   loving  wife  all  my  houHehold 
Ituf  ziod  plate  at  my  house  in   LondoUt  wh^re  I  dwell,  and  at  a 
iou-i«  I  hold  at  Rumfbrd,  in  E^sex,  as  also  the  lease  of  my  dwell- 
;^house  in  London.     Only,  out  of  my  plate  and  household  stulf 
oresaid,  1  give  to  my  said  dau|;hter,  Damaris,  to  the  value  of  liliy 
ounds,  io  such  particulars  a:^  my  said  wife  shall  order  and  appoint 
te  uuoe.     Moreover,  I  do  give  to  my  lovin*|  wife  aforesaid,  to  be 
rbar  enjoyed  during  her  natural  lile,  the  one-half  of  all  the  e^^tale 
[qow  have  or  shall  have  In  New  England,  in  America,  at  the  time 
'  my  decease ;  and,  af^er  the  decease  of  my  wife  as  aforesaid,  I 
I  ^ive  and  bequeath  the  moiety  of  my  movables  and  immova- 
a  hereby  intended  to  be  enjoyed  by  my  wife  during  her  natural 
^  uato  my  brother,  Samuel  Oradock,  and  bis  heirs  male*     And, 
th^  other  moiety  of  my  estate  in  New  Enghind  atbresaid,  I 
treby  give  and  bequeath  the  same  to  my  daughter  Damaris,  and 
imua  of  her  twdy,  to  be  lawfully  begotten  ;  and,  for  want  of  such 
\}o  my  said  brother  Samuel,  and  bis  heirs  male  aforesaid.    And 
I  is,  that  when  my  wife  shall  marry,  that  in  Buch  ca^e  her  then 
btsodud  husband,  before  their  marriage,  shull  become  bound  to  my 
Itid  brolheT  and  his  beir^^  in  tive  thousand  pounds  of  lawful  money 
of  Eaghind  not  to  sell  away  or  alienate  any  part  of  the  moiety  of 
py  knds  hereby  intended  and  beque-tithed  to  tny  wife,  and  subse- 
Qcatly  to  him,  during  her  natural  life,  and  that  he  shall  have  at  the 
!  of  her  decease  in  personal  estate  therefor  ray  brother  and  his 
nn  to  ©njoy  after  the  decease  of  my  said  wife  at  least  for  the  fall 
ilue  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  in  movable  goods*     And 
boswsver  ahall  marry  my  daughter  Damaris,  I  do  hereby  will  and 
der,  thai,  before  marriage,  he  likewise  shall  enter  into  like  bond, 
jiili  ihi^  like  covenants  and  conditions;  in  ca^^e  my  said  daughler 
binrt  this  life  withuut  issue,orriihLTof  the  parties  K^fore  miiniioned, 
lih  or  either  of  tbem,  hereby  enjoint^d  to  seal  the  said  several 
\  wlucb  ahall  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  the  samcr  or  to  di^liver  the 
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said  bond  or  bonds  to  mj  brother  or  bis  heirs  then  bein^  in  lepl 
and  lawful  manner,  I  do  hereby  declare,  that,  imme^atelj  fhxD  an 
after  such  marriage  respectively,  the  moiety  of  the  estate  hereb] 
intended  to  the  party  so  marrying,  and  not  giving  the  bond  as  wkn 
said,  shall  be,  and  I  do  hereby  bequeath  the  same  to  my  said  brotba 
Samuel  and  his  heirs,  any  thing  before  mentioned  to  the  oontni] 
notwithstanding. 

^  Moreover,  I  do  give  to  my  brother,  Samuel  Cradock,  and  m] 
sister,  his  wife,  five  hundred  pounds;  and  to  every  one  of  Af 
children  of  my  said  brother  I  do  give  one  hundred  pounds.  Mm 
over,  to  his  son  Samuel,  now  student  in  Emanuel,  in  Cambridge,  ] 
do  give  for  his  maintenance  for  three  years  forty  pounds  per  amumi: 
and  to  his  son  Mathew,  for  his  better  preferment,  whereby  to  platt 
him  with  an  able  merchant,  two  hundred  pounds.  And  I  do  gifi 
twenty  pounds  yearly  to  my  said  brother  Samuel  towards  tlM 
maintenance  of  my  brother  and  sister  Sawyer ;  and  to  my  sister 
after  the  decease  of  her  husband,  I  do  give  two  hundred  ponndB 
Item :  To  Dorothy  Sawyer,  daughter  to  my  said  sister  Sawyer,  ] 
give,  for  her  better  preferment,  in  case  she  will  be  advised  by  mj 
wife  in  her  marriage,  two  hundred  pounds ;  and  to  the  rest  m  m] 
sister  Sawyer's  children  I  do  give  to  every  of  them  fifty  poondi 
To  my  maid-servants  five  pounds  every  of  them.  Item :  To  my  ptrt 
ners  that  ventured  with  me  and  were  my  servants  and  party- ventmren 
in  the  East-land  trade,  namely,  to  Thomas  Hodlow  and  Edwar< 
Lewis,  six  hundred  pounds  apiece,  if  they  accept  of  it  for  thei 
part,  and  declare  themselves  willing  thereunto  within  three  month 
after  the  publishing  of  this  my  WiU,  or  else  to  have  their  seven 
equal  one-eighth  part  of  the  clear  profits  of  the  trade  aforesaic 
from  the  time  that  I  promised  the  same,  till  the  amount  for  th 
same  shall  be  perfected,  which  is  to  be  done  by  their  help  an 
endeavors.  Item :  I  do  desire  and  entreat  Mr.  WUliam  Corbine  ^ 
assist  my  wife  aforesaid,  whom  I  make  sole  executor  of  this  my  Is 
Will  and  Testament,  to  get  in  my  estate,  and  to  see  my  debts  pa. 
and  my  Will  performed. 

''Given  as  my  act,  last  Will,  and  Testament,  this  9th  day 
November,  1640.  "Mathew  Cradock. 

**  Witness  hereto :  Edward  Lewis,  William  Alney,  Richard  Howa 

*^  Entered  and  recorded  the  12th  of  February,  1662,  by 

"  Thomas  Danforth, 
'*  Recorder 

This  will  of  Mr.  Cradock  sounds  somewhat  peculiar  i 
our  ears ;  and  we  presume  it  is  not  a  fair  specimen  of  th; 
legal  precision  in  words  so  necessary  then  in  such  a  doci 
ment.  To  give  six  hundred  pounds  to  each  of  his  partne 
in  a  land  speculation  was  a  new  way  of  settling  an  outatant 
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ing  account.  We  cannot  too  much  admire  the  wise  and 
Ckristian  proviflion  he  makes  for  his  wife.  When  a  husband, 
by  his  Will^  dooms  the  mother  of  his  children  to  comparative 
poYerty,  he  is  guilty  of  a  most  brutal  baseness.  A  crime 
Idndred  to  this  is  that  of  a  father  who,  by  his  Will,  plunges 
his  unmarried  daughters  into  a  situation  of  dependence 
and  want,  for  which  he  has  not  prepared  them,  and  in 
which  they  must  suffer  through  life.  We  do  not  learn  from 
Mr,  Cradock's  Will  how  extensive  his  territorial  property  in 
Medford  was,  or  what  was  the  amount  of  his  whole  invest- 
ment here.  After  his  death,  a  part  of  his  farm  in  Medford 
yru  sold  to  Mr.  Ed.  Collins,  who  pays  to  Mrs.  Cradock  £120, 
to  Samuel  Cradock  and  Sons  £100,  and  to  Damaris  Cradock 
ind  her  husband  £230.  The  condition  attached  to  his  be- 
quest to  his  niece,  Miss  Dorothy  Sawyer,  is  proof  that  he  had 
a  wise-judging  wife,  and  that  said  wife  had  a  provident 
husband. 

There  is  no  record  of  Mr.  Cradock's  last  illness  or  death 
blown  to  us.  It  is  presumed  he  died  in  1644 ;  because,  in 
our  county  registry,  deeds  are  found  in  that  year  from  his 
agent,  and  in  the  next  year  from  the  agents  of  his  executors. 
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CIVIL  HISTORY. 

Whbn  the  Europeans  took  possession  of  North  America,  by 
tke  right  of  discovery,  their  entry  of  lands,  countries,  and 
contments  was  deemed  by  them  as  legal  ownership  for  their 
sovereign.  The  discoveries  of  John  and  Sebastian  Cabot, 
Bartholomew  Gosnold,  and  others,  were  understood  to  give 
to  James  I.,  of  England,  the  coasts  and  country  of  New 
England.  The  king  accordingly  claimed,  in  the  eighteenth 
year  of  his  reign,  the  entire  continent  between  the  Atlantic 
Mid  Pacific  Oceans.  In  that  same  year,  he  granted  to  "  the 
Council  of  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the 
planting,  ruling,  ordering,  and  governing  of  New  England, 
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in  America/*  '^e11  that  part  of  America  lying  and  baing  hi 
breadth  from  forty  degrees  to  forty-eight  degrees  of  moTth 
latitudej  and  ia  length  of  and  within  all  the  breadth  afore- 
said throughout  the  mainland,  from  sea  to  sea,"  —  **tobe 
holden  of  him^  his  heirs^  and  successors,  as  of  his  manor  of 
East  Greenwich,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  free  and  common 
eockage,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  by  knight's  service ;  "  the 
grantees  "  yielding  and  paying  therefor  the  fifth  part  of  the 
ore  of  gold  and  silver  which  should  happen  to  be  found  is 
any  of  the  said  lands.'* 

Medford  was  included  in  the  territory  granted,  Dec*  SO, 
1622,  by  the  Plymouth  Company  to  Robert  Gorges.  It  wai 
the  tract  ''commonly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Messachusiack,"  lying  ''  upon  the  north-east  side  of  the  bay, 
called  or  known  by  the  name  of  the  Messachusett/'  it 
extended  ''ten  English  miles  towards  the  north-east,  and 
thirty  English  miles  unto  the  main  land,  through  all  the 
breadth  aforesaid/' 

Hutchinson  says  that  this  grants  being  loose  and  uncertaia, 
was  never  used* 

March  19,  1628 :  The  Council  of  Plymouth,  under  their 
common  seal,  by  a  deed  indented,  granted  and  sold  to  Sir 
Henry  Roswell  and  five  others  '*  all  that  part  of  New  Eng- 
land^ in  America,  which  lies  and  extends  between  a  great 
river  there,  commonly  called  Monomack  ( Merrimack },  and  t* 
certain  other  river  there,  called  Charles  ;  being  in  the  bott 
of  a  certain  bay  there,  commonly  called  ilassachuseits/' 

These  are  the  first  grantiJ,  under  legal  authority,  of 
territory  within  which  Medford  stands.  The  Council  all 
sold  "  all  the  lands  being  within  the  space  of  three  English 
miles  on  the  south  of  Charles  River  and  Massachusetts  Eayr 
and  within  the  same  apace  on  the  north  of  the  river  Moe 
mack,  and  of  all  parts  of  aaid  rivers  and  bay,  and  from  the"" 
Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  east  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  on  the  west," 
"  Upon  the  petition  of  said  Henry  Roswell  and  five  others, 
and  their  associates,  twenty  in  number,  to  have  and  to  hold  to 
them,  &c.,  by  the  same  tenure,  and  incorporated  them  by  the 
name  of  *  The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Massachuac 
Bay  in  New  England," 

Holding  under  these  grants  and  by  these  titles,  the 
vernor  and  Company  of  Massachusetts  Bay  made  grants 
lands  to  companies  and  individuals  for  towns  and  plantations, 
usually  annexing  certain  conditions  to  their  grants ;  iudi  li, 
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t  certain  number  of  settlers  or  families  should^  within  a 

fldtied  time^  build  and  settle  upoa  the  same;  or  that  the 
gOfpel  should  be  regularlj^  preached,  or  a  church  gathered 
^pon  the  granted  premises.  In  this  manner^  foity-four  towns 
itere  constituted  and  established  within  the  Flyniouth  and 
Mawachu setts  Colonies  before  the  year  1655i  without  any 
More  formal  act  of  incorporation*  Amon^  the  oldest  are  the 
following:  Plymouth,  16^0;  Salem,  16^9;  Charlestown, 
1629;  Boston",  16S0 ;  Medford  or  Mystic,  1630  j  Water- 
1630  ;  Roxbury,  1630  ;  Dorchester,  1630  ;  Cambridge 
Newton,  1633;  Ipswich,  1634;  Concord,  1635;  Uing' 
1635  ;  Newbury,  1635 ;  Scituate,  16S6 ;  Springfield, 
136;   Duxbury,  1637;    Lvnn,  1637;   Barnstable,    1639; 

aton,  1639;  Wobum,  164^;  Maiden,  1649. 
London,  May  22,   16^9;    On  this  day  **  the  orders  for 
Liblishing  a  government  and  officers  in  Massachusetts  Bay 
p^assed,  and  said  orders  were  sent  to  New  England/' 

Allhoughj  in  the  first  settlement  of  New  England,  differ- 
ent sections  of  country  were  owned*  and  controlled  by 
**  Companies  "  in  England,  yet  the  people  here  claimed  and 
exercified  a  corporate  power  in  the  elections  of  their  rnleri 
ind  magiistrates.     This  was  the  case  with  Medford. 

To  show  what  form  of  government  our  ancestors  in  Med- 
ford recognized  and  supported,  we  subjoin  the  following 
lec&rdg :  — 

"Oct  19,  1630:  First  General  Court  of  MassachuHetls  Colony, 
iinlUjis  at  Boston:  Present,  the  Governor,  Deputy- Governor,  Sir 
feidini  Saltoni?lall,  Mr*  Ludlow,  CapL  Endicott,  Mr,  Nowell,  Pyn* 
iicrn,  Brads treet.  Since  their  arrival  h^re^  the  first  form  of  their  go- 
^erumcnt  was  that  of  Governor,  Deputy-Governor,  and  Assistants; 
fc0  Patentees  with  their  heirs,  assigns,  and  associates,  being  free- 
1110*  But  now,  in  /Ai*  General  Court,  they  agree  on  a  seeond  form, 
Fte  Ibllowe ;  proposed  as  the  beat  course  i  For  the  freemen  to  have 
Ithi  power  of  choosing  Assistants,  when  thej^  are  to  be  chosen ;  and 
be  A£figtaDt£,  irom  among  themselves,  to  choose  the  Governor 
»d  Deputy- Governor,  wlio,  with  the  Assistants,  to  have  the  power 
r  making  lawa,  and  choosing  officers  to  execute  the  same*  This  was 
ifidly  ideated  to  b^  the  genial  vote  of  the  people  and  the  erection 
of  hftndj/' 


May  25,  1636:  Mr,  Bishop,  as  tnagiatratej  appointed  to 
keep  tlie  county  court  at  Salem. 

164S:   Massachusetts  Colony  had  thirty  towns*  and  waa 
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divided  into  four  counties^  —  l^fiddlesex,  Norfolk^  Sufblkf 
and  Essex. 

1646 :  Selectmen  were  empowered  to  try  causes  in  a  town 
where  the  magistrate  could  not^  or  where  he  was  a  party. 

The  first  mention  of  Medford  in  the  public  records  c^  tb 
Province  is  the  following :  — 

<*  At  a  Court  of  Assistants  at  Charlestown,  28th  Sept,  1630.  U 
is  ordered  that  there  shall  be  collected  and  raised  by  distress  out  of 
the  Rcvftrul  plantations,  for  the  maintenance  of  Mr.  Patrick  and  Mr. 
Underhill,  the  sum  of  £oO,  viz. :  out  of  Charlton,  £7 ;  Boston,  £11; 
Dorchenter,  £7 ;  liockbury,  £5 ;  Watertown,  £11 ;  Meadford,  £3; 
Salom,  £3 ;  Wessaguscus,  £2 ;  Nantascett,  £1." 

It  appears  from  the  records  that  the  inhabitants  of  Med-  I 
ford  did  not  receive  legal  notice  of  their  incorporation  ai »  i 
town  till  fifty  years  after  the  event.  Wishing  to  be  repre- 
Hontcd  in  the  (lencral  Court,  they  petitioned  for  an  act  of 
incorporation,  and  were  answered,  that  "  the  town  had  been 
incorporated,  along  with  the  other  towns  of  the  province,  hj 
a  •  general  act  *  passed  in  1630  ;  and,  under  this  *  act,'  it  had 
at  any  time  a  right  to  organize  itself  and  choose  a  representa- 
tive without  farther  legislation."  Thus  Medford  was  an 
incorporated  town  in  1630.  The  first  representative  wai 
Slcplien  Willis,  elected  Feb.  25,  168-4.  The  annual  meetlDg 
WiiH  always  held  in  February.  p 

In  the  absence  of  early  records,  we  are  left  to  conjecture, 
from  what  afterwards  appeared,  what  existed  in  the  earliest 
timcH.  We  therefore  presume  that  the  first  settlers  of  Med" 
ford  did  as  their  neighbors  did;,  that  is,  organized  a  mimici- 
pal  government,  which  should  have  the  usual  powers  rf 
levying  and  collecting  taxes,  opening  and  repairing  roads, 
guarding  the  public  interest,  and  securing  the  common 
peace. 

The  mode  of  "warning  a  town-meeting,"  in  the  early 
times,  may  be  new  to  many  of  our  day.     It  ran  thus :  — 

^  To  Mr.  Stephen  Hall,  jun.,  Constable  of  Medford,  Greeting: 
You  are  hereby  required,  in  His  Majesty's  name,  to  warn  the  fre^ 
holders  and  other  inhabitants  of  Medford  to  meet  at  their  meeting- 
house, the  first  Monday  of  March  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof  by 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  then  and  there  to  choose  a  Constablei 
Selectmen,  Town-clerk,  and  other  town-olficers,  as  the  law  directs. 
And  all  persons,  to  whom  the  said  town  is  indebted,  to  bring  in 
their  accounts,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  said  town ;  and  the 
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town-tremsarer  for  said  Med  ford  is  hereby  required  to  givo  unto 
Mjd  town,  al  said  meeting,  a  parti€ular  account  of  the  disposing  of 
the  iBjd  toirn*8  money ;  and  whatsoever  else  may  be  needful,  proper, 
ind  Qecessftry,  to  be  diiscourjied  on  and  determined  of  at  said  meet- 
ing- Hert?of  you  may  not  fail,  as  you  will  answer  your  default  ftt 
th  peri!  of  the  law. 

**D«led,  in  said  Medford,  Feb,  14,  1702,  in  the  fourteenth  year 
rfHig  Majesty *i  reign. 

**  By  other  of  the  selectmen  of  said  Medford. 

**Jno.  Bradstrket, 

'*  Town-derk.** 

Among  the  oldest  records  existing^  we  have  proof  of  what 
we  have  said,  as  follows  :  — 

"The  firet  Monday  of  February^  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1677| 
Goodman  John  Hall  was  chosen  Constable  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Meadford  for  the  year  ensuing.  Joseph  Wade^  John  Hall,  and 
Stephen  Willi s^  were  chosen  SeTectinen  for  ordering  of  the  affairs  of 
'■m  for  ibe  year  en&uing.  John  Whitmore,  Daniel  Wood' 
'  Chamberlain,  John  HaU^  jun.,  Edward  Walker,  Walter 
StimHton,  Fatrick  Hay,  Andrew  Mitchell,  and  Thomsts  FiUebrown, 
ftooJt  the  oath  of  fidelity*  *' Joseph  Wade, 

**  Town-€lerk." 

This  was  probably  the  simple  organixation  of  the  civil 
jovfmment  of  Medford  soon  after  our  ancestors  found  them* 
Klves  planted  in  their  new  homes.  A  mora  complex  form 
B  municipal  agencies  was  not  needed  ;  especially  as  the  cele- 
gkated  Rc-v*  James  Noyes  preached  here  ayear^  and  established 
^4t  church  discipline  which,  in  those  days^  took  care  of  every 
dy  and  e\'ery  thiag. 

[March  8,  1631 :  *'  It  is  ordered  that  all  persons  whatsoever 
have  cavdBf  dice,  or  tables^  in  their  houses  shall  make 
*y  with   them   before   the   next   Couii;,    under    pain  of 
ttifhment," 
I  April   12,    1631:    "Ordered  that  any  man  that  finds  a 
'  et  iball,  before  the  18th  day  of  this  month  (and  so 
^ayt  iftcr)j  have  ready  one  pound  powder,  twenty  bullets, 
twa  &thom  of  match,  under  penalty  of  10a,  for  every 
Salt"     Absence  from  public  worshipj  5s.  for  each  time. 
.To    be   a    freeman  was  a  high  object  with  every  man. 
^eral  of  the  iii habitants  of  Medford  took  the  entire  oath, 
could  therefore  vote  in  the  election  of  Governor  and 
ats.     At  ft  session  of  the  General  Court,  May  18, 
iSSlp  it  was  thus  voted :  — ^ 
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^  To  the  end  tlie  bodj  of  CommonB  may  be  presenred  of 
and  good  men^  it  is  likewise  ordered  and  agreed,  that  for  the  tUM  II 
come  no  man  shall  be  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  this  bodj  poGA 
but  such  as  are  members  of  some  of  the  churches  within  the  fialll 
of  the  same." 

**  A  freeman  must  be  orthodoxy  a  member  of  the  ch1lld^ 
twenty  years  old^  and  worth  £200."  At  a  later  period^ 
March  4,  1645,  the  General  Court  ''  ordered  that  the  fnt- 
man's  oath  shall  be  given  to  every  man  of  or  above  the  age 
of  sixteen  years ;  the  clause  for  the  election  of  magittntei 
excepted."  All  the  male  inhabitants  of  Medford  complied 
with  this  law. 

To  know  what  oath  our  fathers  took,  we  subjoin  the  fiffiDt 
as  ordained  by  the  General  Court,  May  14,  1684 :  — 


^ 


Freeman's  Oath.    "I, ,  being  by  God's  providenee 

an  inhabitant  and  freeman  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  CornmoB- 
weal,  do  freely  acknowledge  myself  to  be  subject  to  the  govenuMBt 
thereof,  and  therefore  do  here  swear,  by  the  great  and  dreadU 
name  of  the  ever-living  God,  that  I  will  be  true  and  faitbfiil  to 
the  same,  and  will  accordingly  yield  assistance  and  support  there- 
unto, with  my  person  and  estate,  as  in  equity  I  am  bound,  and  will 
also  truly  endeavor  to  maintain  and  preserve  all  the  liberties  wai 
privileges  thereof,  submitting  myself  to  the  wholesome  laws  wsi 
orders  made  and  established  by  the  same ;  and  further,  that  I  will 
not  plot  nor  practise  any  evil  against  it,  nor  consent  to  any  thit 
shall  so  do,  but  will  timely  discover  and  reveal  the  same  to  lawfiii 
authority,  now  here  established,  for  the  speedy  preventing  thereof 
Moreover,  I  do  solemnly  bind  myself,  in  the  sight  of  Grod,  tfai^ 
when  1  shall  be  called  to  give  my  voice  touching  any  such  matter 
of  this  state  wherein  freemen  are  to  deal,  I  will  give  my  vote  wbA 
suffrage  as  I  shall  judge  in  mine  own  conscience  may  best  condoee 
and  tend  to  the  public  weal  of  the  body,  without  respect  of  persons 
or  favor  of  fmy  man.     So  help  me  God,  in  the  Lord  Jesus  QirisL* 

In  1643,  the  Court  ''  ordered,  that  if  any  freeman  shall 
put  in  more  than  one  paper  or  com  for  the  choice  of  any 
officer,  he  shall  forfeit  £10  for  every  offence ;  and  any  man, 
that  ia  not  free,  casting  in  any  vote,  shall  forfeit  the  like  sum 
of  £10." 

The  ballots  used  at  elections  were  corns  and  beana :  coma^ 
yeas ;  beans,  nays. 

The  conditions  of  voting  in  towns  was  fixed  by  the  Gene- 
ral Court  as  early  as  April    17^  1729.     "Voted  that  no 
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BTSon  but  what  has  been  rated  Is.^  at  least,  to  the  last  pro- 
ince-tax  more  than  the  poll-tax,  laid  in  said  town,  shall  be 
dmitted  to  vote."  The  constable  seemed  to  be  a  remarkably 
Burge  part  of  the  executive  head  in  the  early  days. 

At  ''General  Court,  held  at  Mewtowne,  May  14,  1684, 
llr.  Thomas  Mayhew  is  entreated  by  the  Court  to  examine 
what  hurt  the  swine  of  Charlestown  hath  done  amongst  the 
[ndian  bams  of  com,  on  the  north  side  of  Mystic;  and 
Accordingly  the  inhabitants  of  Charlestown  promiseth  to  give 
them  satisfaction."  If  tradition  be  true,  parous  has  long  been 
ft  singularly  troublesome  genus  to  our  excellent  neighbors. 

Sept.  8,  1634 :  Mr.  Oldham  appointed  "  overseer  of  the 
powder  and  shot  and  all  other  ammunition  for  Medford," 

General  Court,  March  3,  1635  :  — 

"Whereas  particular  towns  have  many  thin<]:8  which  concern 
only  themselves,  and  the  ordering  of  their  own  affairs,  and  dispos- 
ing of  business  in  their  own  town,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the 
freemen  of  any  town,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  only  have 
power  to  dispose  of  their  own  lands  and  woods,  with  all  the  privi- 
leges and  appurtenances  of  the  said  towns,  to  grant  lots,  and  make 
sach  orders  as  may  concern  the  well  ordering  of  their  own  towns, 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  orders  here  established  by  the 
Greneral  Court ;  as  also  to  lay  mulcts  and  penalties  for  the  breach 
of  these  orders,  and  to  levy  and  distrain  the  same,  not  exceeding 
the  snm  of  £20 ;  also  to  choose  their  own  particular  officers,  as 
constables,  surveyors  for  the  highways,  and  the  like." 

Sept.  8,  1636 :  The  General  Court  order,  "  that  hereafter 
no  town  in  the  plantation  that  has  not  ten  freemen  resident 
in  it  shall  send  any  deputy  to  the  General  Courts  ;  those 
that  have  above  ten,  and  under  twenty,  not  above  one ;  be- 
twixt twenty  and  forty,  not  above  two ;  and  that  have  above 
forty,  three,  if  they  will,  but  not  more."  This  law  may 
explain  why  Medford  was  so  long  unrepresented  in  the 
Greneral  Court. 

Nov.  5,  1639:  "Ordered  that  every  town  have  liberty, 
from  time  to  time,  to  choose  a  fit  man  to  sell  wine,  to  be 
drank  in  his  house;  provided  that,  if  any  person  shall  be 
made  drunk  in  any  such  house,  or  any  immoderate  drinking 
suffered  there,  the  master  of  the  family  shall  pay  for  every 
luch  offence  £5." 

Some  perplexity  and  more  discontent  arose  from  the  fact 
;hat  the  lands  of  Medford  were  owned  by  non-residents  to 
in  extent  unknown  in  any  other  plantation  of  the  Colony. 
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Giftf  of  land,  within  its  boundaries,  had  been  made  bjr  dis 
General  Court  to  Mr.  Cradock,  and  some  perhaps  to  Mesnit 
Wilson  and  Nowell.  If  so,  the  taxes  on  these  lands  mn 
paid  by  the  two  last  gentlemen  into  the  treasuries  of  the  towBi 
where  they  lived ;  and  therefore  Medford  could  derive  no 
profit  from  them.  This  mode  of  taxation  became  unpopokr, 
and  the  General  Court  passed  the  following  law,  June  if 
1641:  ''It  is  ordered,  that  all  farms  that  are  within  ths 
bounds  of  any  town  shall  be  of  the  town  in  which  they  Ik, 
except  Meadfordy  Thus  singularly  distinguished  from  every 
other  town  in  the  Colony,  the  General  Court  afiterwards  d^ 
clared  Medford  "  a  peculiar  town."  Peculiar  it  certainly  wm 
in  having  much  of  its  territory  first  owned  by  a  LondoB 
merchant,  and  in  not  being  able  to  tax  all  the  land  within  iU 
borders.     The  grant  of  the  General  Court  is  as  follows :  — 

For  the  Ordering  of  Prudentials.  —  "  At  a  General  Court  held  at 
Boston,  15th  Oct.  1684,  in  answer  unto  the  petition  of  Messn. 
Nathaniel  Wade  and  Peter  Tufb,  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Meadford,  the  Court  grants  their  request,  and  declares  that  liead- 
ford  hath  been,  and  is,  a  peculiar  town,  and  have  power  a$  Met 
taumi  as  to  prudentials." 

To  illustrate  what  direction  the  laws  and  regulations  of 
Medford  must  have  generally  taken,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
know  those  "one  hundred  laws  "  established  by  the  Greneral 
Court  in  1641,  and  called  "  The  Body  of  Liberties  "  These 
laws  were  drawn  up  by  Rev.  Nathaniel  Ward,  of  Ipswich, 
and  Rev.  John  Cotton,  of  Boston,  as  the  most  competent 
men.  To  show  the  expansion  of  their  minds  and  the  sound- 
ness of  their  hearts,  we  will  give  here  two  or  three  sped- 
mens  of  those  laws :  — 

"  There  shall  never  be  any  bond  slavery  or  villanage."  —  "  If  any 
good  people  are  ilying  from  their  oppressors,  they  shall  be  8ao> 
cored."  —  "There  shall  be  no  monopolies."  —  "All  deeds  shall  be 
recorded."  —  "No  injunction  shall  be  laid  on  any  church,  chureh- 
olHcer,  or  member,  in  point  of  doctrine,  worship,  or  discipline,  for 
substance  or  circumstance."  —  "  In  the  defect  of  a  law  in  any  case, 
the  decision  is  to  be  by  the  u^rd  of  GodJ* 

1650 :  Notwithstanding  the  straightened  condition  of  the 
Colonies,  they  were  doing  a  great  work.  They  were  wiser 
than  they  knew.  By  a  fortunate  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
mother  country,  these  distant  colonies  were  shaping  their  local 
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politics^  strengthening  their  ancestral  faith^  enforcing  their 
puritan  cnstomsy  and  nursing,  without  knowing  it,  their 
national  independence. 

To  show  that  Medford  had  early  records  of  its  own,  it  is 

only  necessary  to  copy  the  following  vote  of  its  inhabitants, 

Feb.  £5,1683  :  — 

^  Stephen  Willis  was  chosen  to  keep  the  records  for  the  use  of 
the  pUuiUtion;**  and,  in  1684,  it  is  ordered,  —  ""That  the  select- 
men shall  have  the  Town-book  for  their  use  at  any  of  their  meetings, 
as  they  stand  in  need  of  it,  provided  the  town-book  be  carefully 
retomed  to  the  clerk  again." 

Law  processes  were  not  expensive.  In  1685,  Medford 
orders  the  following  payments :  — 

**  To  Mr.  Nath.  Lyon,  for  the  attachment  and  serving  £0     6    8 
To  entering  the  petition  at  Boston  to  the  General 

Court 026 

For  copy  out  of  the  records 0     0     6 

Caleb  Brooks,  for  serving  the  attachment       *     .     .  0     10 

For  entering  action 023 

Stephen  Willis,  for  charge  at  court 0     16'' 

Oct  19,  1686 :  S.  Willis  appointed  to  record  all  births 
and  deaths  occurring  in  Medford. 

As  soon  as  Medford  could  send  a  representative  to  the 
General  Court  it  did  so ;  and  the  first  was  chosen  in  1689. 
The  records  run  thus,  on  the  choice  of  a  representative  "  to 
stand  for  and  represent  them  in  the  Session  or  Sessions  of  the 
General  Court  or  Assembly,  appointed  to  be  begun  and  held 

at  Boston,  on  the day  of  May  next."     £3  voted  for  his 

services. 

April  21,  1693 :  *'  The  '  Orders  and  By-laws '  prepared  for 
Mediford  were  discussed,  accepted,  and  *  allowed.' " 

In  the  election  of  town-officers,  they  only  could  vote  who 
had  taken  the  "  oath  of  fidelity ;  "  which  oath  was  in  relation 
to  the  town  what  the  "  freemen's  oath "  was  in  relation  to 
the  Colony.  It  will  be  seen,  by  the  following  record,  that 
their  town-officers  in  Medford  were  few  :  — 

"March  5,  1694:  Caleb  Brooks  was  chosen  Constable  for  the 
year  ensuing.  Major  Nathaniel  Wade,  Lieutenant  Peter  Tufts, 
and  Stephen  Willis,  were  chosen  Selectmen.  John  Bradshaw  and 
John  Hall,  Jan.,  were   chosen   Surveyors  of  highways.     Ensign 
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Stephen  Fnuicis  is  <^MMen  TythiiqMiuuL  John  Hall,  aea.,  nl 
Li«ntenaiit  Peter  Toft*,  are  cfacMen  Viewers  of  fences ;  and  St^hoi 
WiUm  U  chosen  Town^lerk." 

Here  are  bat  eight  gentlemen  to  fill  all  the  offices,  and  do 
all  the  labor  required  for  one  year !  It  shows  us  how  littk 
there  was  to  be  done- 
It  belongs  to  this  history  to  say,  that  Medford  did  not 
fioarifih  much  after  Mr.  Cradock's  patronage  and  property 
were  withdrawn.  In  1702,  there  seemed  to  have  been  small 
prosperity ;  for,  at  that  time  the  people  say :  "  We,  the  town 
of  Medford,  being  little  and  small,  and  unable  to  carry  on 
public  charges  in  so  comfortable  a  way  as  is  to  be  desired," 
&c.  This  low  condition  induced  the  inhabitants  to  ask 
ffrants  of  money  or  waste-lands  from  the  government ;  and 
also  to  petition  the  General  Court  to  annex  contiguoas  por- 
tions of  Charlestown,  Cambridge,  and  Andover.  One  of 
these  movements  for  benefiting  the  town  took  place  May  10, 
1714,  when  they  voted  to  choose  a  Committee  to  consolt 
with  the  selectmen  of  Charlestown,  to  see  if  they  will  con- 
sent to  annex  '*  the  first  division  of  Charlestown  lots  bounded 
on  Medford."  These  aims  are  not  lost  sight  of;  for,  in  1726, 
the  town  chooses  a  Committee  to  petition  Charlestown  on  the 
subject  of  annexing  certain  districts.  The  petitioners  ask 
'*  for  some  part  of  Charlestown  adjoining  to  Medford  on  the 
north  side  of  Mystic  River.'*  May  6th  of  that  year,  they 
chose  another  Committee  to  examine  the  Province  Records, 
and  see  if  Medford  has  any  right  to  land  lying  in  Charlestown; 
and,  if  so,  to  prosecute  the  same  at  the  town's  expense. 

To  show  our  fathers'  care  for  public  duty,  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing vote.  May  19,  1701 :  Voted  "  that  Sergeant  Stephen 
Willis  assist  in  the  Committee,  if  his  brother  Thomas  Willis 
should  be  out  of  the  way."  Town-meetings  were  sometimes 
held  in  private  houses,  though  generally  at  the  tavern. 

The  mode  of  collecting  taxes  from  unwilling  debtors  was 
called  "  an  outcry  for  payment."  When  a  person  would  not 
pay,  the  constable  was  commanded  to  take  his  goods  and  sell 
them  "  at  an  outcry  for  payment," —  public  auction.  Through- 
out the  entire  early  history  of  our  town,*  there  appears  the 
most  jealous  care  taken  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  money ; 
and  the  minute  directions  given  to  public  functionaries, 
respecting  the  smallest  items,  are  most  remarkable. 

March  2,  1702 :  The  town  voted,  for  the  fiiyt  time,  to  pay 
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tiieir  tre»iirer;   and  John  Bradstreet  was  chosen,  with  a 
alary  of  10s.  per  annum. 

March  17 » 1702 :  We  have  a  singular  instance  of  precision 
of  dates ;  for,  on  this  day,  the  town-clerk  says :  — 

'^  At  said  meeting  the  town  reckoned  with  Ensign  John  Brad- 
shaw ;  and  there  was  due  to  him,  upon  the  balance  of  all  accounts, 
both  lor  work  done  for  the  town  and  minister's  board,  fmm  the 
hegiMMing  of  the  wcrld  vnio  this  day^  the  sum  of  £16.  IBs.  lOd. 
Errors  excepted." 

At  the  March  meeting  the  officers  of  the  town  were 
choaen  ;  and  much  stir  was  there  through  the  village  on  that 
day.     The  result  of  one  of  them  is  thus  recorded :  — 

**  At  a  town-meeting  legally  convened  at  Medford,  March  6th, 
1710,  Lieut  Stephen  Willis  chosen  Moderator;  Peter  Seccomb 
chosen  Constable ;  Ebenezer  Brooks,  John  Hall,  and  Samuel  Wade, 
Selectmen ;  John  Whitmore,  jun.,  and  Thomas  Dill,  Surveyors 
€i  highways;  Benjamin  Peirce  and  Isaac  Farwell,  Viewers  of 
fences;  Ichabod  Peirce  and  John  Albree,  Wood-corders ;  Nath. 
Peirce,  Hog  constable.  At  said  meeting,  Lieut.  Thomas  Willis 
was  chosen  Tything-man  and  Sealer  of  weights  and  measures.  At 
said  meeting,  the  Selectmen  were  chosen  Assessors  for  this  year.** 

1711 :  "Voted  that  the  town's  law-booJc  be  kept  this  year 
at  the  house  of  the  Treasurer,  for  the  use  of  the  town." 

The  town  voted  "  to  prosecute  those  persons  who  had  un- 
lawfiilly  voted  aforetime."  May  7,  1705 :  Stephen  Willis 
was  objected  to,  "  because  he  voted  for  himself."  The  idea 
of  oar  forefathers,  touching  taxing  and  voting,  was  this: 
That  no  man  should  be  allowed  to  vote  on  pecuniary  affairs 
who  held  no  pecuniary  interest  in  the  town  in  which  he 
lived.  To  give  a  specimen  of  their  jealous  care,  we  tran- 
scribe the  following.  Twelve  of  the  most  respectable 
inhabitants  of  Medford  addressed  the  following  note  to  the 
Selectmen:  — 

^ March  3, 1718.  —  Gentlemen:  Our  desire  and  petition  to  yon 
is,  that  our  town-meeting  may  be  regulated  according  to  law ;  for 
we  know  that  those  men  that  made  the  law  were  wiser  than  we 
are,  and  therefore  we,  the  subscribers,  will  by  no  means  be  the 
breakers  of  the  same ;  and  therefore,  if  our  town-meeting  be  not 
regulated  according  to  law,  we  must  enter  this  as  our  dissent 
against  it" 
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This  vote  will  receive  its  explanation  from  the  reply  of 

the  selectmen,  which  was  as  follows :  — 

"  In  answer  to  the  desire  and  request  of  some  of  our  inhabltati^t 

that  our  town -meeting  maj  be  regulated  according  to  law,  we,  tbi 
subscribers^  have  openly  declared,  at  said  meeting,  that  those  of  our 
inhabitants,  and  onl^  those ^  that  are  worth  or  have  in  possession  to 
the  value  of  £20,  raiahle  estate,  may  vote  at  said  meeting." 

1718:  The  new  names  found  in  the  lists  are  as  follows  : 
Francis  Laithe,  Joseph  Serjant,  John  Chadson,  John  Goold^ 
William  Man  son,  Peter  Edes,  Joseph  Ballard,  John  Chonb^ 
Aaron  Cleveland,  William  Wicker,  Jonathan  Tompson,  Mr* 
Semer,  John  Watson,  Thomas  Sanders,  Luke  Blash£eld^ 
Nath.  Laurans,  Samnel  Haeson,  Ahram  Cumins,  Nath*  Locke^ 
John  Winship,  John  Whiten* 

May  1£,  1718:  Medford  voted  "to  petition  the  General 
Conrt  for  some  out-lands  for  the  further  benefit  of  the 
town/'  

1721 :  The  General  Court  gave  the  town  XI 60,  on  the 
application  for  aid ;  and  the  to^^n  voted  to  loan  it  out  to  tl 
inhabitants  in  sums  not  exceeding  £10,  nor  less  than  i!^,  to 
any  one  person  ;  interest,  five  per  cent. 

April  ^5,  1728:  "Voted  that  the  town  of  Medford  will 
take  out  of  the  County  Treasury  their  part  of  the  sixty 
thousand  poutids  granted  by  the  Great  and  General  Court." 

Oct  27,  1727  :  The  number  of  voters  present  at  a  town- 
meeting  was  forty -five ;  a  fair  average.  They  Tote  not  to 
send  a  representative  this  year* 

The  love  of  office  was  cold  in  the  hearts  of  our  fathers, 
compared  with  the  burning  desire  for  it  in  our  day.  It  was 
so  common  to  refuse  even  the  highest  offices,  that  penalty 
for  refusing  became  necessary,  and  our  records  are  full  of 
such  notices  as  the  following ;  — 

1728  I  "Mr.  Peter  Tu  As,  refusing  to  take  the  office  of  Constable, 
paid  in  bis  money,  as  the  law  directs,  to  the  town- treasury.** 


At  a  later  period  (1751),  the  town  voted,  that  if  any  one 
refused  to  take  the  office  to  which  he  had  been  elected,  he 
should  pay  into  the  treasury  £\,  6s.  8d.,  lawful  money.  In 
1632,  the  people  of  Plymouth  enact,  "  that  whoever  refuse 
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the  office  of  GoTemor  shall  pay  £20,  unless  he  was  chose 
two  years  going." 

Feb.  9,  1729 :  The  inhabitants  of  Medford  took  a  deep 
interest  in  supporting  the  rights  secured  by  the  Charter ;  and 
readily  paid  their  share  in  supporting  agents.  On  this  day 
they  Toted  to  carry  round  a  subscription-paper  to  see  how 
each  one  will  subscribe  "  for  the  support  of  our  agents  in 
England."  They  gave  some  of  the  earliest  expressions  of 
enlightened  patriotism,  and  presented  some  of  the  firmest 
resistance  to  the  encroachments  of  royal  authority.  On  the 
81st  of  January,  1732,  voted  that  "it  was  declared  by  the 
inhabitants  that  it  was  their  desire  that  their  representative 
should  at  all  times  act  with  the  greatest  caution,  and  stand 
for  the  defence  of  the  privileges  granted  us  by  his  Majesty 
^  in  the  royal  Charter." 

1726 :  The  town  presented  a  petition  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Charlestown,  praying  that  the  lands  on  the  north  side  of 
Mystic  River  might  be  set  off  to  Medford.  This  was  em- 
phatically refused. 

1738 :  Another  petition,  of  the  same  import  as  that  above, 
received  the  same  reply. 

June  19,  1734:  Voted  that  "the  town  petition  the  Great 
and  General  Court  for  a  tract  of  the  unappropriated  lands 
of  this  Province,  to  enable  the  said  town  of  Medford  the 
better  to  support  the  ministry  and  the  school  in  said  town." 
A  record  of  the  reply  is  as  follows :  — 

**  At  a  Great  and  General  Court  or  Assembly  for  his  Majesty's 
Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  begun  and  held 
at  Boston,  upon  Wednesday,  the  2dth  of  May,  1735,  and  continued 
by  several  adjournments  to  Wednesday,  the  19th  of  November 
following :  — 

''20  May,  1735:  A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Medford,  showing  that  the  said  town  is  of  the  smallest  extent  of 
any  in  the  Province,  and  yet  their  town-charges  extremely  high,  so 
that  the  maintenance  of  n^inistry  and  school  is  very  chargeable  to 
them,  and  therefore  praying  for  a  grant  of  some  of  the  waste  lands 
of  the  Province  to  be  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  ministry 
and  schoolmaster  in  said  town ;  — 

"In  the  House  of  Representatives,  read  and  ordered  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far  granted  as  that  the  town  of  Med- 
ford is  hereby  allowed  and  empowered,  by  a  surveyor  and  chair- 
man on  oath,  to  survey  and  lay  out  one  thousand  acres  of  the 
unappropriated  lands  of  the  Province,  and  return  a  plat  thereof  to 
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this  Coart,  within  twelve  months,  for  confirmation  for  the 
within  mentioned. 
^  In  Council,  read  and  concurred.  —  Dec  29th :  Consented  to^ 

^  J.  Bblghxb. 
**  A  true  copy,  examined, 

«  Thade.  Mason, 

"  Deputj-Secretny." 

This  gfrant  was  accepted ;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Willis  and  Capt 
John  Hall  were  chosen  to  carry  the  whole  matter  through. 
The  consequence  was  a  selection  of  one  thousand  acres  on 
the  Piscataqua  River,  near  the  Merrimac.  This  tract  was 
called  the  "  Town's  Farm ; "  but  it  was  not  of  great  value. 

Dec.  8,  1737 :  Here  we  find  the  first  record  of  the  drawing 
of  jurymen  in  the  town.  John  Albree  and  Benjamin  Tufts 
arc  drawn  for  the  Supreme  Court.  Few  jurymen  were 
needed ;  but  Mcdford  undoubtedly  furnished  its  shafe  from 
the  beginning. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  many  to  see  another  record  of  a 
town-meeting.  Familiar  names  will  be  found  to  recur ;  but 
offices  have  increased :  — 

"At  a  town-moetinn;,  legally  convened  at  Medford,  March  7, 
174H,  Mr.  Andrew  Hall  was  chosen  Moderator. 

Dm.  I)«nJ.  Willii,       \ 

Cft{it.  riftiuuel  Uruok«,  \  S«leotmen. 

Lieut.  Huiptteii  Hall,   ) 

TbutoM  .SttooiHiib,  Tuwu-olerk. 

IknJ.  I'urkiir,  Tuwn-lrMUurer. 

JiiMph  TufU,  \ 

TIkm.  liruok«,  \   AaaouoTB. 

Edward  JUIl,  j 

Buptivn  Willu,  chufon  Cimftable,  refused 

tu  wrve,  and  paid  £10,  old  tonor. 
FranoU  Whitinoro,  '2d  OmtfUble,  but  re- 

fuMd  lufcrve,  and  paid  £10,  uld  tenor. 
Bainuel  K«evei,  3d  OontfUble.     Ho  r«- 

fuied  to  icrve,  and  paid  £1U,  old  tenor. 
Saniael  Page,  hired  to  lerve  a*  ConsUble, 

for  I'iS,  old  tenor. 

Bt«phen  Bradifaaw,   \      «»„,«.-«-. 
Ueat.JohnFranci«,l  ^.^,7!^" 
Stephen  Oreenleaf,    J   ^'  Uighwaji. 
Andrew  Uall,  EiK|.,  -\ 

Oapt.  Baioael  Brooks,  /  A  Oommittee  to  manage  the  affidr  of  obtaining  Bome 
Lieut.  Stephen  Uall, Jan.,  \  part  of  the  lands  now  belonging  to  Charlettown,  with 
Zeoltariah  Poole,  (  the  inhabitants  thereon. 

Bbeneser  Brooks,  } 

Jo0eph  Tufts,  \     A  Committoe  to  andit  the  Town-trcasnrer's  aoeoanti 

Lieut.  Stephen  Hall,  Jan.,  i  for  the  jear  pMt,  1747,  and  the  town's  aooounts  like- 
Thomas  Brooks,  )  wis0." 


Samuel  Brooks,  jan,  \ 

William  Tufts,  V  Fen^-riewen. 

John  Hall,  ) 

Stephen  Greenleaf,  \ 

John  Bishop,  \  Hog-reeves.      ^ 

Ebenexer  Francis,   ) 

John  Tufts,         \ 

Jaoob  Polly,       V   Wood-eorders. 

Thomas  Brooks, ) 

Jonathan  Watson,    j        SurveyoFS  of 

Capt.  Saml.  Brooks, )  Boards  and  Timber. 

Samuel  iteeves.  Pound -keeper. 

Samuel  Francis,  )     Haywards  or 

Benjamin  Tufts, )    Field-driven. 

Simon  Bradshaw,  j    j. 

Joseph  TuOs,         j    ^««'-"«^««- 

Dea.  Thomas  Hall,  Sealer  of  Leather. 

Benjamin  Parker,  Sealer  of  Weights  and 

Measures. 
Stephen  Bradshaw,  Orand-juror. 
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^OT-  £8.  1748:  Voted  to  sell  the  "Town's  Farm'*  at 
luetion.  Thb  vote  w^  reconsidered  ;  and.  May  15,  1749, 
^'  Andrew  Hall,  Capt,  Samuel  Brooks,  and  Richard  Sprague, 
Tvere  chosen  a  Committee  to  manage  the  affairs  for  selling  the 

»toiim*a  fiirra/'     It  was  sold  Voon  after. 
The  right  of  admitting  inhabitants  to  the  town  was  a  jeal- 
ously guarded  right*     It  was  the  custom  to  warn  every  new 
comer  out  of  town.     A  strange  hospitality!     This  notifica- 
tion legally  prevented  such  new  comer  from  gaining  *'  towa- 
habitancy."      The  notification  was  also  sent   to   the   Court 
of  Sessions,  and  there  recorded  under  the  name  of  Cautian, 
[This  habit  continued  till  the  time  of  the  Revolution.    Paupers 
j  were  kept  out  by  the  most  stringent  prohibitions.    The  town 
voted  that  if  any  person,  male  or  female,  omitted  to  comply 
with  the  law  respecting  admisswnj  such  person  should  be 
1  fined  forty  febilUngs. 

1750:  Premium  paid  to  the  **  collector  of  the  town-taxes  " 
was  sixpence  on  the  pound. 

175«5 :   We  give  here  a  specimen  of  the  petitions  offered 
by  Medford  to  the  government  for  grants  of  land :  — 

**  To  Mi  MTcaii^na/  William  Sltirleiff  Exq,^  Captain- General  and 
G&v^nmr^iu'  Chief  in  and  over  IIi$  Majesty* s  Ptoinnee  of  the 
Maisaehtisetis  /i/y,  in  New  England^  to  the  Honor ahU  Hii 
Majesty* $  Council,  and  ia  the  Honorable  Home  of  Representatives* 

"  The  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Medford,  in  the 

I  County  of  Middlesex,  humbJj  gbowelh  that  there  are  certain  tracts 

lof  land  lying  on  the  southerly  and  northerly  sides  of  said  Medford, 

are  bounded  as  follows,  viz.:  The  southerly  tract*  lying  in 

riestown,  U  bounded  northeriy  with  Mistic  or  Medford  River, 

Westerly  with  the  westerly  boundg  of  Mr*  Smith's  farm,  southerly 

with  the  southerly  bounds  of  Mr*  Smith's,  Mr  James  Tufts's,  and 

[Jin  Jonathan  Tufts's  farms,  and  then  running  from  the  south-easterly 

comer  of  ssxld  Jonathan  Tufts*s  farm  eastward  straight  lo  the  wesi- 

I  erly  side  of  Colonel  Royal's  farm,  i^ain  westerly  with  the  westerly 

[hounds  of  Colanel  Royal's  farm,  again  southerly  with  its  southerly 

ibound^^  and  then  running  from  the  south*easteriy  comer  thereof 

|«*a»iward  straight  to  Medford  Eiver* 

I  ^  The  northerly  tract,  lying  abo  in  Cbarlestown,  is  bounded  south* 
erly  with  said  Medford's  northerly  line  and  the  southerly  bounds  of 
Mr.  Symmes's  farm,  westtjrly  with  the  line  that  divides  Mr.  Sym- 
mc^^s  from  Mr.  Gardner's  farm,  northerly  with  WoUurn  and  Stone- 
ham  liup.s^  easterly  on  Maiden  line. 

Which  lands,  with  their  inhabitants,  we  pray  may  be  added  to 
Lttte  contracted  linut:^  of  the  said  town  of  Medford,  together  with  a 


108      '  HISTOBY  OF  MXDFORD. 


proportionable  part  of  the  said  town  of  Charlestown's  rigbts  and 
privileges,  according  to  the  quantity  and  circumstances  of  said  lands ; 
at  least,  those  pieces  of  land,  and  the  privileges  which  are  within 
the  lands  hereby  petitioned  for. 

*^  And  inasmuch  as  the  said  town  of  Charlestown  has  conveyed 
the  land  called  the  gravel-pit,  with  the  marsh  adjoining,  containing 
about  half  an  acre,  that  they  used  for  getting  gravel,  laying  timber* 
&c,  for  the  southerly  half  of  the  bridge  commonly  called  Mistle 
bridge,  and  the  *  Causey '  thereto  adjoining,  to  Capt  Aaron  Cleave- 
land  and  Mr.  Samuel  Kendal ;  for  which  consideration,  they  have 
covenanted  and  agreed  with  the  said  town  of  Charlestown  to  keep 
the  half  of  the  bridge  and  the  ^  Causey '  aforesaid  in  good  condition 
for  ever. 

"  We  pray  that,  in  case  the  before-described  lands  are  laid  to  said 
Medford,  it  may  not  be  subjected  to  any  cost  or  charges  on  account 
of  the  before-mentioned  part  of  said  bridge  and  the  Causey 
adjoining. 

"  Which  petition  we  humbly  conceive  will  appear  reasonable  by 
what  follows :  — 

'^  Firstj  The  contents  of  the  said  town  of  Medford  are  exceed- 
ingly small,  amounting  to  but  about  two  thousand  acres,  the  inhabit- 
ants very  few,  and  consequently  its  charges  very  great  compared 
with  other  towns.  Besides,  as  to  brick-making,  upon  which  our 
trading  and  a  great  part  of  our  other  business  depends,  it  very  much 
fails. 

*'  Secondly^  The  said  town  of  Charlestown  almost  encompasses 
the  town  of  Medford,  and  therefore  (notwithstanding  the  great 
necessity)  it  cannot  receive  large  addition  from  any  other  town. 

"  Thirdly^  Those  that  now  dwell  on  the  said  tracts  of  land,  and 
those  who  heretofore  dwelt  on  them,  have,  from  time  to  time,  enjoyed 
the  liberty  of  attending  the  public  worship  in  Medford  without 
paying  any  thing  to  the  taxes  there.  Neither  is  there  any  proba- 
bility that  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  lands,  or  any  other 
persons  that  may  settle  on  them,  can,  with  any  conveniency,  attend 
the  public  worship  in  any  other  town.  Moreover,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  southerly  tract  are  within  about  half  a  mile  of  said 
Medford  meeting-house,  the  greatest  part  of  them,  and  the  rest 
within  a  mile. 

"And  the  inhabitants  of  the  northerly  tract  before  mentioned 
are,  the  farthest  of  them,  but  about  two  miles  from  said  meeting- 
house. And  great  part  of  the  lands,  in  both  the  said  tracts,  are 
now  owned  and  possessed  by  those  who  are  with  us  in  this  petition, 
and  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Medford. 

"  Besides,  we  apprehend  it  to  be  a  very  great  hardship  for  the 
inhabitants  of  said  tracts  of  land  to  be  obliged  to  go,  almost  uU  of 
them,  more  than  four  miles,  and  others  more  than  seven  miles,  to 
town-meetings,  trainings.  Sec, 

^  Furthermore,  we  would  humbly  move  that  some  of  the  honor- 
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able  members  of  the  General  Assembly  may  be  appointed  to  view 
Ibe  premises  petitioned  for,  &c. 

^  In  consideration  of  what  is  before  mentioned,  and  other  moving 
arguments  that  might  be  used  in  this  affair,  we  hope  jour  Excel- 
lency and  Honors,  in  your  great  wisdom  and  goodness,  will  grant 
car  petition.  Although  the  inhabitants  of  said  Charlestown  have 
not  been  pleased  to  be  iso  free  (when  petitioned)  as  to  let  us  know 
whether  they  would  gratify  us  herein  or  not 

**  So  shall  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray. 
•MiDfOBD,  De«.  13th,  1753. 

"We,  the  subscribers,  being  owners  of  a  considerable  part  of 
the  said  lands,  and  having  dwelling-houses  thereon,  do  hereby  sig- 
nify that  we  heartily  join  with  the  inhabitants  of  Medford  in  the 
foregoing  petition. 

"  Samuel  Brooks, 
Ebrnezer  Brooks, 
Z.  Pool, 
Joseph  Tufts, 
Stephen  Hall, 

"  Caleb  Brooks,  Benjamin  Parker,  Benjamin  Teal,  James  Tufts, 
Ebenezer  Marrow,  Jonathan  Tufts,  John  Jenks,  Robert  Crane, 
John  Degrushy. 

"This  petition  was  granted  April  17,  1754." 

"  March  4,  1754  :  Samuel  Hall  was  chosen  Constable,  and 
refused  to  serve ;  and  the  town  took  up  with  £5,  old  tenor, 
inasmuch  as  he  is  a  lame  person." 

May  8,  1754:  Voted  that  any  person  have  a  right  to 
'^  erect  an  engine  for  the  weighing  of  hay,  and  have  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof." 

Aug.  6,  1754 :  "  Voted  that  the  part  of  the  Excise  Bill  of 
his  Majesty  which  relates  to  the  private  consumption  of  wine 
and  spirits  shall  not  be  in  full  force."  Was  not  this  rebellion 
outright  ?     Did  it  foreshadow  the  scenes  of  1854  ? 

March  3,  1755 :  Fish-officers  were  first  chosen. 

May  10,  1756 :  The  town  petitions  "  the  General  Court  to 
consider  them  in  the  next  valuation,  for  that  the  said  town 
are  greatly  overdone  upon  sundry  considerations."  Voted  to 
raise  X90  (lawful  money)  for  town  expenses  for  this  year. 

March  6,  1758 :  Voted  "that  Samuel  Brooks,  Esq.,  Capt. 
Caleb  Brooks,  Zech.  Poole,  Stephen  Bradshaw,  Capt.  Francis 
Whitmore,  be  a  Committee  to  prefer  a  petition  to  the  General 
Court  for  an  abatement  of  taxes." 

1768 :  Voted  "  that  a  Committee  be  chosen  to  draw  up 
and  lay  before  the  town  some  salutary  method  or  plan  for 
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discoTiragin^  extmvagancet  and  promoting  ind  ustry  *Xkd  fru- 
gality amongst  us,"  This  step  shows  that  our  fiithers  weti 
ready  and  willing  to  lighten  their  burdens  by  generous 
denials.  If  they  seemed  to  take  morality  the  naf- 
they  show  the  very  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  in  their  cu 
shrewdaess-     The  Committee  make  the  following  report ;- 


^  We,  the  subscribers^  being  chosen  a  Committee  to  cortiidtf  i 
some  method  to  discoura<^e  extravagancef  idleness,  ^im,  < 
promote  industry  and  fru^alityt  do  present  the  following 
pHMScid  in  the  Hon^e  of  Representatives,  Feb.  2%  1708, 
ejLtttnple  to  this  town.  

'*1r  the  Hoii^e  of  Representatives,  Feb.  26,  1768.  Wherens, 
the  Uappiness  and  welUbeing  of  civit  communities  depend  upoo 
industry,  economy,  and  good  morals;  and  this  House  taking  iuto 
serious  consideration  the  great  decay  of  the  trade  of  the  Provinc 
the  scarcity  of  money^  the  heavy  debt  contracted  in  the  late  wi 
still  remains  on  the  people,  and  the  great  difficulties  by  which 
are  by  these  means  reduced,  therefore  — 

'*  Resolved,  That  this  House  will  use  their  utmost  endenTcrs^  1 
example^  in  suppressing  esctravagancles,  idleness,  and  vice,  and  pi 
moting  industry,  economy^  and  good  morals^  in  their  reapectii 
towns.     And,  in  order  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  exportation  of 
m<iney,  of  which  this  Province  has  been,  of  late  years,  so  muc~ 
drained,  it  is  further  resolved  that  this  House  will,  by  all  prudu 
means,  endeavor  to  discountenance  the  use  of  foreign  superduil' 
and  encaur€^e  the  manufactures  of  i/ns  J^ovince* 


**TBOMAa  Se€COMB< 

Bbbtjauin  Hall. 
Joshua  StuOKDs, 
Thomas  Beooes. 


SAMiTfiL  Akoii 
.John  BtiiitioF. 
Willis  Hall* 


«*MEDromik,  AprU  1, 176$/* 


1770 :  Voted  to  raise  XI 30  for  town  expenses,  and  to  | 
eleven-pence  on  the  pound  as  premium  to  the  collector, 

1773 :  Meeting  for  the  annual  choice  of  town-oF 
**  Voted  that  it  be  on  the  first  Monday  of  March  for 
future,'*  The  town-meeting  was,  from  earliest  daysj  a  mirli 
occasion  by  the  boys.  The  school  had  the  day  as  a  Tac 
The  gallery  of  the  meeting  house  was  ornamented 
m'chlns  from  six  years  old  to  half-men  of  fifteen,  who 
come  there  to  learn j  unconsciously,  the  science  of  republic 
i^m.  The  frotit  seats  were  all  filled,  and  each  boy  wi 
eagerly  watching  the  progress  of  events  below.  If  a  nef 
roadi  wharfp  griit-mtU,  engine,  scboolhouse^  or  candidate^ — id 


CIVIL  HISTORY.  Ill 

hort,  if  any  thing  new  was  to  be  brought  forward,  the  boys 
lid  ahready  taken  sides  on  the  question,  and  waited  impa- 
iently  for  its  introduction  to  the  meeting.  When  the  long- 
ielayed  debate  ensued,  each  gallery-politician  swelled  with 
|oy  and  hope  as  a  fayorite  speaker  rose.  This  ebbing  and 
Bowing  of  youthful  emotions  were  the  republican  educational 
Mnences  brought  to  bear  on  the  boys  of  every  village ;  and 
.fte  lad  of  twelve  years  felt  an  interest  in  politics,  while  he  of 
Itveiity  had  settled  his  choice  of  party  and  men,  and  was 
to  vote  understandiugly.  The  absence  of  this  repub- 
i  pupilage  in  Europe  makes  a  proper  republic  there  almost 
L  impossibility. 

May  18,  1773 :  The  new  question  arose  whether  a  clergy- 

not  settled,  nor  ministering  to  any  parish,  should  be 

I  from  taxation.     After  much  reflection,  the  town  "  voted 

tto  abate  Rev.  Mr.  Edward  Brooks's  poll-tax." 

March  6,  1776 :  All  town-meetings  were  warned  "  in  his 

ity*i  name,"  till  the  one  of  this  date,  which  dropped 

a  power  among  us.     The  form  soon  substituted 

» "In  the  name  of  the  government  and  people  of  Massa- 

Bay." 

'  comparing  the  officers  in  Medford,  as  seen  in  the  years 

I  and  1782,  it  will  appear  that  the  separation  from  Eng- 

made  not   the   slightest   difference   in   the   municipal 

ions  or  modes  of  elections.     The  only  difference 

l>le  is,  that  before  the  "Declaration  of  Independ- 

**  the  town-meetings  were  warned  "in  his  Majesty's 

* "  but  after  1776  they  were  warned  "  in  the  name  and 

i  aathority  of  the  people ; "  and,  after  the  adoption  of 

f  Ctmstitution,  "  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

liQBetts."      This,  not  needing  any  change   in   their 

system,  shows  that  the  first  system  of  town-officers 

municipal  elections  was  upon  the  idea  of  republican 

and  submission  to  popular  majorities.     True  demo- 

rgrew  up  as  a  necessity  among  our  fathers;  and  from 

organizations  resulted  a  true  republican  education, 

Itf  which  "  Independence  "  grew.     Enlarged  and  Chris- 

^putriotLsm  is  the  result  of  wise  and  liberal  town  adminis- 

We  cannot  too  highly  prize  our  separate  town 

"^cipaUties.     They  are  the  primary  schools  of  the  republic, 

lia  tta  the  state  what  individuals  do  for  the  family. 

» the  records  of  the  town-meeting  in  1748,  and  the 
i  Impended :  — 
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"  At  a  town-meeting,  legally  convened  in  Medford,  March 
1782,   Benjamin  Hall,  Esq.,   chosen   Moderator;    Richard 
Town-clerk. 


Benjamin  Hall,  Esq.,  '^^ 

Jubu  JBiabop,  /* 

Jotitiua  SiinuDdfl,  >  Seleotmen. 

Cnpt.  Ebenescr  Hall,  C 

Kichard  Hall,  ) 

J<inatlian  Patten,  Treasurer. 

Jitfhua  Simunds,  '\ 

WillM  Hall,  / 

i)aiuv8  Wyman,  >  Auessors. 

Moi^ei  Uiiliu;^,  i 

Ciipt.  Sainuul  Jirooks,  j 

Jonathan  F.«ter,     j    Constables. 

James  Tuftn,  jun.,  j    ^"'»"*"*»^''- 

M<)»ex  Hall,  )    t-»k:«-  ™«« 

Jkzekiah  Klunchard,  |       Surveyors 

Uorshoni  Williams,  ^ 

Timothy  Ncwhall,  i   Fenoe-vlewers. 

Noah  Floyd,  ) 

James  Willoy,  \ 

Ilutchorsim  tufts,     \   Field-drirerB. 

Kbeiiczer  Thompson, ) 

Noah  Flovd,  ) 

Nathan  TufU,  (    Hoir-reeires 

Ebencior  Thompson,  f  ^o«-rceve«. 
Hutchinson  Tufts,      ) 
Moses  Hall,  Surveyor  (tf  Hoops. 


...  ( ^ 


Sarrssran 


Samuel  Kidder, 

William  Burditt, 

Benjamin  Floyd,  Jan 

^Viliiam  Bradshaw,  Pound-keeptr. 

Timothy  NcwhaU,  Sealer  of  We^i 

Measures. 
Samuel  Reeves,        "S 
Thomas  Bradshaw^  r 
Jitbn  Fulton,  >  Wood-oordsn. 

Moses  Hall,  I 

Scrgt.  Hlanchard,     J 
John  Wade,  Deer-reeve. 
Gardner  Greenleaf,  j        Seder 
John  Leathe,  ]    of  Leather. 

Jonathan  Foster,       \ 
Jonathan  Patten,       I   Brc«d-«dfbM 
Ebenezer  Hall,  jun., ) 

uforJ^fun     I         To  audit  Ita 

Moses  Hall,  Salt-meaaarer. 
Cupt.  Caleb  Brooks,  Grand-Jaior. 
Simon  Tufts,  Esq.,       ^ 
Capt.  Ebeneser  Hall,  / 
Kiohnrd  Hall,  >  Ilxe-wudeBi. 

Willis  Hall,  L 

Capt.  Isaac  Hall,         1 
Benjamin   Tufts,   Colieotor;    Ibv,  H 
pence  per  pound. 


Our  fathers,  in  their  civil  capacities,  legislated  upon  almost 
every  thing.  We  append  here  an  example ;  Aug.  29,  1779. 
The  prices  fixed  are  in  the  depreciated  currency,  which  may 
be  understood  by  referring  to  our  remarks  on  **  Curren- 
cy:  "— 


"Tailors,  for  making  a  suit  of  clothes  for  a  man     .     .     £15.    Os. 

Blacksmith,  shoeing  a  horse  all  round £^  lOs. 

West  India  Toddy,  one  bowl Ids.' 

West  India  Flipp,  one  mug ISs. 

New  England  Toddy,  per  bowl 123. 

New  England  Flipp,  a  mug 12d. 

Breakfast 18s. 

Common  meat  supper 20s.*' 

The  subject  of  bridges  seems  to  have  had  a  wizard  agency 
over  the  feelings  of  our  fathers.  When  one  was  proposed  to 
run  from  Charlestown  to  Boston,  there  were  not  a  few  in 
Medford  who  opposed  it ;  because  they  "  thought  it  would 
ruin  the  lightering  business  upon  our  river."    Our  merchan- 
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to  a  large  amount,  was  carried  by  water  to  and  from 

on  ;  and  it  was  supplied  that  our  bricks  especially  could 

'carried  by  teams  with  less  cost  and  breakage*     But  the 

ifieuds  of  the  measure  outnumbered  Its  opposers^  and^  on  the 

1 7th  of  February,  1785,  we  have  these  two  important  records  : 

[Toted  to  oppose  Mr-  Cahot^s  petition  for  building  a  bridge 

lom  Leachmere^s  Point  over  Charles  RiTer ;  and  to  petition 

[the  General  Court  that  "  the  petition  of  Thomas  Bussell,  Esq., 

[and  others  be  granted  for  building  a  bridge  over  Charles 

I  River  where  the  ferry  now  ia." 

-Tune  !<?,  1786:  '*  Voted  to  petition  the  General  Court  to 

[prevent  the  building  of  a  bridge  across  Mystic  River  at  Penny 

Tern'/*     It  was  thought  that  this  bridge  from  Maiden  to 

?harle«lown  would  almost  ruin   the  navigation  of   Mystic 

River-     For  the  same  reason,  the  town  voted.  May  9^  1796, 

to  oppose  the  building  of  Chelsea  Bridge, 

1  if 95 1  A  revision  of  the  Constitution  is  proposed  to  the 
^people*     Medford  gives  fifty -thi'ce  votes  against  it,  and  one 
for  iL 

1795:  Voted  £500  for  town-expenses*     1797:  Two  thou- 
.  ^nd  three  hundred  dollars  for  the  same. 

March  7 J  1796  ;  Voted  to  pay  assessors  two  dollars  per  day 
phile  making  taxes*     This  is  the  first  record  of  the  kind, 

(March  6,  1797  ;  For  the  first  time,  the  town  voted  to  pay 
Ihe  town-clerk  for  his  services  i  and  they  gave  him  twenty 
dollars. 
March  6,  1809 ;  "Voted  that  the  Moderator  be  desired  to 
^ead  the  address  from  the  Legislature  to  the  people.  The 
town  thereupon  passed  a  unanimous  vote  of  approbation*" 
At  the  town-meeting,  held  March  5,  1810,  the  following 
officers  were  chosen  for  the  year  ensuing :  — 


K 

f 


^Uh  Bait,  ModfiTmtor. 

Irfitber  Stearns,     ( 
B«D>iiim  Tuft  J,     ) 

C»l«b  Brw}kA,  \ 
EpK ratio  BftUej,  S 
Jo«epb  Sw»i»,       j 

Ji)«epb  Wjrisuiii  | 

Sfrmucl  TufU,  Jan.,      f 
lierfliam  Ted,      i 
JvnM  T,  Flojd,  ( 


AMeiiarB. 

Couftablei. 

of  Higbw«j«. 
TythiDg-men. 


Andri^w  Bbmibard,  1 
WilUum  Brndbury,  ( 
BfsujamiD  Tufis,  ] 

Jedkithan  lUchardtfoD,  | 
Joeeph  WjmaDi  ) 

Jon&tbiaji  HarringtoDf 
Calvin  Tuj-uerj 
TbatcbcT  Magocm^ 
Timothy  Dexberj. 
John  BiieiQi. 
Daritn  Wait, 
Janatbao  Uardiigtaii^ 
TiuK^thy  Dtixter, 
Ji>hn  Burrage, 
Ephraijn  BaiL«j, 
JuiHt:!fiti  Church, 
Jonaib&a  Watimt, 


CuKeri  of 
Hoops  and  StoTflf* 


MeBcnreTB 

of  W<HKi, 
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Darid  Willis,  Clerk  of  the  Market. 

Fitch  Hail,  ^ 

John  llocmer,  r 

Jeduthan  Uichanbon,   >    Fire-wards. 

Andrvw  Blancbard,      L 

Abncr  Bartlett,  } 

^ISrHan'"'     I  To  wait  ft. 

llesekiiih  Blaoohard, )    To  eieeute 
Nathan  Wail,  \         the 

Andrew  Blanohud,    )     ^ih  Aet. 


Seth  Tufta» 
Jipi^eph  Bhdgttt, 
Jijj'eph  Cburch, 

Kbtititttsr  Sjrintfttdij 
lief*ht>m  Tiifl*, 

AnLdrviP  ULAhchard, 

Fkch  Hill  I 


F1ddHjHr« 


To  Ml  thai 
lit  Uk^nji  j 


Justiph  Budftnuu,  Ponnd«k«?p4«r* 


The  Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks  offered  a  dock  as  a  ijift  to » 
town,  expressing  in  his  letter  a  Uue  and  dt>^ 
attachment    to   the   inhabitants.       T\w   town    ,       ^ 
generous  donation,  and  in  their  letter  express  their  g 
and  their  sense  of  high  respect  for  their  prospcraas 
man.     To  this  letter  Mr.  Brookt^  replies  m  follows:  — 

"  Dear  Sir, —  The  vote  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Med 
on  the  subject  of  the  dock,  I  received  wirtt  those  fe^Jiu^;*  wt| 
this  general  eipression  of  thanks  is  calculated  to  impire;  nnd 
will  permit  me  to  add,  sir,  that  the  pleasure  I  experienced  Up 
little  heightened  by  the  very  agreeable  iiLttnuer  b  which 
knowledge  of  this  transaction  has  been  cori\  eyeU  u>  me. 

"The  gift  to  which  it  alludes,  I  now,  with  ^^reai  eaimfaction,  < 
firm;   and  shall  be  amply  rewarded,  shuiild  it  be  ciin^idvralN 
ornament  to  the  town  in  which  many  of  my  daya  bnve  biHfn  Ii4f 
spent,  and  a  convenience  to  its  inhnbilaab,  for  whom  I  £iit«rli 
very  sincere  riegard.  "  I  am,  fee, 

»'*  P.  a  Biio< 

A  new  bridge  across  Charles  River,  from  Charlestowp  I  _ 
Boston,  is  proposed ;  and  Nov.  1,  1824,  the  town  voted  to 
petition  the  Legislature  in  favor  of  its  erection.  They  pro- 
posed to  call  it  "Warren  Bridge."  The  bridge  was  built, 
though,  as  many  thought,  against  the  pledged  faith  of  a 
former  Legislature. 

1828 :  Heretofore  the  Selectmen  had  met  at  times  agreed 
upon  by  themselves;  but  now  the  town  voted  "that  it  shall 
henceforth  be  the  duty  of  the  Selectmen  to  meet  on  the  first 
Monday  of  every  month  for  business ; "  and  no  business 
shall  be  done  by  them  at  other  times. 

"  May  7,  1836 :  Voted  that  in  future  the  practice  or  cus- 
tom of  allowing  the  town-officers  an  annual  supper,  at  the 
town's  expense,  be  dispensed  with." 
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April  6,   1840;    The  town   adopted  the   following  by- 

Wif ;  — 

^  1.  If  any  one  deface  a  building,  fence,  ^c^  be  shall  be  fined 
not  more  than  twentj  dollars* 

"  2«  If  any  one  neglect  to  keep  in  repair  any  cellar-door  which 
projects  into  the  street,  he  shall  be  fined  $20. 

^  3.  If  any  cellar-door  be  lefit  open  in  the  nighty  without  a  light 
to  reveal  it,  the  owner  shall  be  fined  $20. 

^  4.  No  awnings  to  project  more  than  eight  feet  from  the  front 
waU. 

^  5.  No  gate  swing  across  the  street ;  and  no  coal  left  on  side- 
walk; penalty  $5. 

"^  6.  Notice  to  build  sball  be  given ;  penalty  $5. 

^  7.  No  post  put  up  in  tbe  street  without  permission  from  the 
selectmen ;  penalty  $10. 

^  8.  No  obstructions  of  the  street ;  penalty  $5. 

"  9.  No  dirt,  ashes,  &c.,  put  in  the  streets ;  penalty  $10. 

"10.  No  wheelbarrow  or  cart  on  side- walks ;  penalty  $5. 

'^  11.  Snow-balling,  throwing  stones,  &c.,  whereby  persons  may 
be  annoyed  in  the  streets ;  penalty  $5. 

'*  12.  No  bathing  in  exposed  places;  penalty  $5. 

'^  13.  Fast  driving  forbidden ;  penalty  $10. 

"14.  Clerk  of  the  market  shall  be  appointed  annually. 

"  15.  Dogs  without  a  collar,  between  1st  May  and  1st  October, 
to  be  killed  by  the  police. 

"16.  No  dog  shall  disturb  any  neighborhood,  and  after  being 
warned,  penalty  $1  for  each  day  after  notice  is  served. 

*'  1 7.  Police  shall  see  to  the  peace  of  the  town,  and  complain  of 
all  disorderly  boys. 

"  18.  All  fines  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury." 

While  these  by-laws  show  the  care  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Medford  for  externals,  the  following  votes  show  a  deeper 
care  for  moral  interests  :  — 

"  Feb.  13,  1843:  Voted  that  all  good  citizens  should  cease  using 
spirituous  and  intoxicating  liquors,  and  should  unite  to  prosecute 
those  who  sell  them."  . 

"March  8,  1847:  Voted  that  a  Committee  of  twelve  be  chosen 
to  enforce  the  License  Law. 

''  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  oppose  the  granting 
of  licenties  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  in  this  town ;  and 
draw  on  the  treasury  for  all  necessary  expenses  in  this  duty. 

"  Voted  that  said  Committee  prosecute  without  lenity  in  all  cases 
of  the  breach  of  the  license  law. 

"  Voted  that  the  overseers  of  the  poor  be  instructed  not  to  pur- 
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drinka  are  jokL' 

July  1%  1852:  -^WTiereu  the  Legisiatiize  of  dds 
wealth  pawed  at  the  last  :se9aait  a  lair  tor  the  Mtg^rcatm 
dor  the  sale  of  intnrirarinjg  drinks,  thoefmre  — 

**  Remised,  that  the  officers  of  this  town  be  instmcted  to 
the  law  01  every  instanoe  of  its  violation,'^ 


These  rotes  and  resolutions  contrast  strongly  widi  1 
of  I83I,  whoi  the  town  Toted  not  to  restrain  retailenL 

Feb.  15, 1855 :  "  The  town-agency  Car  the  sale  of  t 
liquors,'*  say  the  Selectmen,  ^'  has  been  in  existence  two  al 
a  half  years.  The  agent  has  giren  general  satis&ctiaii.  Tks 
experim^it  thus  &r  has  been  satis£ictory,  and  the  agency  ii 
sufficient  to  meet  all  t:h<»  reasonable  ^<*TnnTn^g  of  th^  infaaU^ 
ants  fi>r  spirituous  liquors.*^ 

March  13, 1848 :  Voted  to  give  the  Selectmen  one  lumdied 
dollars  per  annum  fi)r  their  services. 

The  petition  of  certain  rnKnfift;inf;g  of  Medferd,  Wobnm, 
and  West  Cambridge,  to  be  set  odT  firom  their  aeresal  towna, 
and  to  be  united  in  a  new  town^  named  Winchester,  caDed 
forth  the  following  vote  of  die  town  of  Medfbrd:  — 

Xarch  4,  18o0:  ^^  Voted  that  the  Sefectoicn  be  iastracted  Is 
appose  the  petition  of  £.  S.  Parker  and  others  of  Sooth  Wobon, 
to  det  off  a  part  of  Medtbrd  to  a  pn^posed  new  townJ* 

Strenuous  efforts  were  made  to  defeat  the  petition,  hot 
without  success.  Some  inhabitants  of  Medford,  who  WT>uld 
be  included  in  the  new  town,  opposed  this  separation  from 
their  old  friends.  The  act  of  separation  and  the  act  for  the 
incorporation  of  Winchester  were  passed  together,  April  30, 
1850.  The  act  defines  the  bounds  of  Winchester,  but  docs 
not  state  what  territory  was  taken  from  each  of  the  old  towns, 
dPCkt  of  which  the  new  town  is  made.  The  regulations  and 
conditions  respecting  debts,  paupers,  congressional  districts, 
Ac.,  were  made,  which  usual^  accompany  such  acts.  Thus 
Medicffd  lost  a  large  tract  of  excellent  land,  and  became 
aeparated  territorially  from  many  long-cherished  and  Taluable 
friends. 

The  last  record  of  town-officers,  elected  at  the  annual 
March  meeting,  which  we  can  insert,  is  thai  of  1850;  and  it 
ia  at  foUowa :  '-* 
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P.  Hsii,:- 

KsO.  Ovtis  > 

.  Ptortw,  T 
BHiii»  A.  Smith,  1 

IfcM J  WithiagtoB,  S 

Jtks  T.  White,  1 

Bnj.  R.  Tcel,   >  Owtnn«f  the  Foot. 

AfeLGrcgs,     > 

TfaBothy  Cotdng, 

B«Btio  A.  Swih, 

BH>R.Tbtl, 


ILSufbnl. 

.6.JM0hi^ 

Alex.  6f«sg,  S«rr«jxir  «f  ffighwmjt. 
JehaT.  White, 


JehaT.  White,  > 
B&hmTolMa,  V 
Abm  Honqihiil, ) 


Joha  T.  White,  Obltoetar  «f 

Elceaer  Drnvit,     "% 

WilUfd  Batten,  >  Field  Driven. 

Tbue.  tiilUfd.      > 

PjMD  Ciubiiig.     '% 

PMer  C.  Hall.       V  Fcnee  Vieven. 

Xathen  W.  Wait,  > 

Joha  T.  White.  > 

AiMM  HcaphiU,  >  Fkh  OniMftUe. 

BbridgeTMU     > 

Henry  H.  Jeeqvtth,  Ptmad  Keeper. 

JohnSpenell,      O.T.  Goodwin,    ^ 

Jm.  O.  Cartis,      A.  Hateheai, 

J.  T.  Footer,        R.  K.  Bte, 

R.  ScetooB,  H.  Thjlor, 

J.  Loring,  C.  S.  Jaeoho, 

S.  lapham,  B.  R.  Teel, 

O.  Jojee,  R.  Watenaaa, 

J.  StetMB,  J.  Saabom, 

J.  Thjior,  T.  T.  Fo«ler» 

P.  Cartis,  J.  Ciapp, 

P.  Coshiag,  B.  H.  ~ 

R.Hajdea, 


I 
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EXPENSES. 

The  first  book  kept  by  the  Treasurer  is  lost.  From  the 
second,  which  begins  in  1729,  and  others  of  later  date,  the 
following  items  of  expenses  are  taken.  The  modem  modes 
of  book-keeping  were  not  known  to  our  &thers.  There 
were  sometimes  two  or  three  rates  made  in  a  year,  varying 
£rom  jC20  to  X200.  The  money  collected  by  the  Constable 
was  paid  into  the  treasury ;  but  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer 
were  not  examined  until  a  new  Treasurer  was  chosen.  Then 
a  Committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts,  and 
transfer  the  books.  A  natural  consequence  of  such  book- 
keeping was,  that  the  accounts  of  one  year  ran  into  those  of 
the  next;  and,  thus  mixed  up,  the  items  of  several  years 
were  summed  up  in  one  footing.  After  1775,  more  regular- 
ity obtained.  Another  fact  should  be  noticed  in  the  follow- 
ing accounts,  —  the  bewildering  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
money.     For  fluctuations  in  the  currency,  see  the  tables. 


Samuel  Brooks,  Treasurer  from  1729  to  1732. 

Amoant  paid  for  town-expenses,  3  years 
Ebenezer  Brooks,  Treasurer  from  1735  to  1743, 

Amount  paid  for  town-expenses,  8  years 
Benjamin  Parker,  Treasurer  from  1743  to  1749. 

Amount  paid  for  town-expenses,  6  years 


£1,446  9  1 
2,265  0  7 
4,886  10     1 
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Aaron    Hall,   Treasurer    from    1761    to    1767.  i«^jfa^ 

Amount  paid  for  town-expenses $674  19  f  j 

James  Wjman,  Treasurer  from   1767   to  1771,  1 

Amount  paid  for  town-expenses,  4  years       .    •  2,162  12  I  j 

In  these  four  years  are  included  the  expenses  of  buildiBg 
the  meeting-house,  in  1769.      The  pews  paid  the  grealtf  | 
part. 

Expenses  from  1771  to  1772 £558    8  4 

„  „     1777  to  1778 1,414    4  4 

„  „     1778  to  1779  (by  tax)      ....  3,061  18  6 

Borrowed 2,850    0  0 

(Depreciated  money) 5,311  18   6 

1779.  Expenses  (raised  by  tax) 8,814    0   0 

Borrowed 8,635    4   4 

Extra  expenses  on  account  of  the  war    .    •    17,449    4   4 

1780.  Raised  by  tax 101,401  19  10 

Borrowed 5,383    7    0 

(Depreciated  money)       106,785     6  10 

1786.   Marcb,  to  March,  1787 1,440  15    0 

1 790.  Expenses  of  town  for  one  year     ....         861     5    6 

1800.  „      w       w  w        » $3,188.11 

1810.  „      „       „  „        „ 4,317.16 

1820.  „      „       „  „        „ 5,348.78 

1830.  „      „       „  „        „ 5,608.98 

1835.  „      „       „  «        » 15,300.15 

1840.  „      „       „  „        „ 17,314.21 

1845.  „      „       „  „        „ 20,004.26 

1850.  n        n         n  n  » 15,186.18 

Since  the  year  1820,  all  the  public  buildings  have  been 
erected,  such  as  town-house,  school-houses,  and  engine- 
houses.  The  establishment  of  a  fire-department  and  the 
opening  of  new  streets  have  swelled  the  recent  expenses. 

When  the  government  of  the  United  States  distributed 
their  surplus  revenue  among  the  people,  the  amount  that  came 
to  Medford  was  three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  dollars  fifty-nine  cents.  The  inhabitants  voted,  April 
3,  1837,  to  receive  it  according  to  the  terms  of  the  grant,  and 
to  use  it  in  paying  the  debts  and  expenses  of  the  town. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  compare  the  expenses  of  1818  and 
1855.     They  are  as  follows.     For  1818 :  — 
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minister's  salary  and  grant  of  wood $500.00 

Poor 1,225.46 

Paid  Charl^stown  for  paupers 241.00 

Bojidd 607.63 

Schools ;  740.00 

Abatement  of  taxes 258.47 

Town-officers 150.00 

Collecting  taxes 270.00 

Expenses  for  opposing  a  new  road 150.00 

Interest  on  town-debt 141.00 

For  injury  of  horse  on  drawbridge 50.00 

Sexton,  $25.00 ;  Miscellaneous  expenses,  $94.56    .     .     .  119.56 

The  expenses  from  Feb.  15,  1854,  to  Feb.  15,  1855,  were 
IS  follows :  — 

PnWic  schools $7,188.82 

,   Highways 2,031.10 

Bridges 37.71 

Street  hmps 192.27 

Poor— alms-hoose 3,571.86 

File  department 2/)46.04 

Sikries  aod  liges 1,482.67 

MijeeOiDccNU  ezpeiues 3,123.09 

Xoiei  {ttydblc  and  interest  paid 5,284.00 


t  id  town  and  eoontj  taxes  for  1854    ....  $28,726^40 

wi'moMDe       2,284.43 

xmforr 7,909.23 

Tm*ac— 1»* 34,100/10 
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XsL  F^icfifigrsgaij  in  his  excellent  History  of  Cbsaiesbywn^ 
1M€  3..  1^  7  iOTs :  —  ^  Medfbrd  was  zuic  a  tcfwn :  k  waa 
ttW  a  sbioiir.  ^wTied  by  one  of  tbe  IparinTg  nihahifamfi  of 


r*r7  riaacii  t*:  npp>*e  Trac  tLe  toTr!i-<ofi«r»  m 
MocQBcri  w^?r»  ik*  trjii**  ir.  tie  i. ijf:r-  "*  z  pia^-^iCir»ol,     CfiT 

,  laii  referee*.    Tiji^  ▼*r»  iL4i>  raJeii  **  I'S^n*' 
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men,"  because  ttey  represented  the  whole  towiij  and  acl 
for  the  inhabitants,     There  was  a  Town-clerk,  who  recoi 
the  doings  of  the  Selectmen  and  the  town*  and  also 
attachments  in  civil  actions.    There  were  SurveYOrs  of  hij 
ways,  whose  duty  it  was  not  only  to  direct  the  laborers, 
to  see  that  every  one  did  his  share.     There  was  the 
ble,  who  warned  public  meetings,  and  collected  the  taxefl. 

In  the  town'meetiiigSj  which  were  always  opened  wiA 
prayer  by  a  deacon  or  some  aged  member  of  the  churcli,  a 
moderator  presided.  Fines  were  imposed  for  n  on -attendance* 
Each  one  had  an  equal  right  to  speak.  The  Court  ordered, 
in  1641,  that  "every  man,  whether  inhabitant  or  foreigner^ 
free  or  not  free^  shall  have  liberty  to  prefer  a  petition^  bring 
forward  a  motion,  or  make  a  complaint^  so  it  be  done  in  con* 
venient  time,  due  order,  and  respectful  manner.*' 

The  voting  related  mainly  to  making  of  fences,  laying  out 
of  roads  J  regulating  the  pasturage  of  cattlCj  ringing  the 
swine,  killing  of  wolves,  bears,  and  foxes,  and  assessing  rates. 
All  these  acts  of  the  assembled  inhabitants  imply  the  posses- 
sion of  legal,  civil,  and  political  rights ;  just  the  rights  which 
constitute  a  regularly  organized  body -politic. 

When  Deputy-Governor  Dudley,  and  those  with  him, 
came  to  this  neighborhood,  they  visited  several  places :  they 
named  one  Boston,  another  Charlestown,  another  Meadford, 
another  Roxbury^  another  Watertown,  and  another  Dorches* 
ten  On  Wood's  map  of  1635,  Medford  is  designated  by  the 
same  maik  as  all  other  towns.  Each  of  these  places  above 
named  became  towns ;  and  each  in  the  same  way,  by  be- 
coming settlements ;  and  each  claimed,  and  each  as  a  town 
possessed,  the  same  legal,  civile  politicalj  and  municipal 
rights.  In  proof  that  each  of  them  was  a  town,  separate  and 
distinct,  and  was  so  considered  and  so  treaied  by  the  General 
Court,  each  one  of  them  was  taxed  by  the  General  Court  m 
early  as  September  28,  1630,  and  each  one  continued  to  be 
so  taxed.  The  Court  put  each  one  of  them  on  the  list  of 
towns,  and  passed  separate  laws  relating  to  each.  If  this 
does  not  constitute  legal  township,  we  know  not  what  can. 
In  these  several  towns,  there  must  have  been  municipal  laws 
and  regulations  for  levying  and  gathering  the  amounts  as- 
eeised.  If  either  of  these  towns  had  been  only  an  appendage 
to  its  neighbor,  it  would  have  been  so  considered  by  its 
inhabitants,  so  organized  in  its  municipal  government,  and 
so  treated  by  the  General  Court     But  this  was  not  the 
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with  either  of  them.  At  this  early  period,  not  a  foot  of  land 
in  Medford  was  owned  by  any  inhabitant  of  Charlestown. 
We  have  elsewhere  shown  who  were  the  several  purchasers 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Cradock.  There  is,  therefore,  no  just 
warrant  for  considering  Medford  as  "a  manor,"  any  more 
than  Roxbury  or  Watertown.  The  early  owners  in  these 
towns  were  few.  Medford  was  never  called  "  a  manor  "  till 
1846.  In  all  the  old  histories  it  is  called  a  "  town,"  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  way  as  Boston  and  Dorchester.  If  it  was 
not  a  town  after  the  passing  of  the  "  act "  of  the  General 
Court,  it  is  not  a  town  now ;  for  it  has  never  been  incorpo- 
rated since.  And  if  it  was  not  a  town  then,  Boston,  Roxbury, 
Charlestown,  Dorchester,  and  Watertown  are  not  towns  now  ; 
for  they  have  never  been  incorporated  since. 

It  was  called  a  "plantation,"  as  other  places  were,  because 
this  was  a  common  name  adopted  by  the  Company  in  Lon- 
don, and  very  naturally  transferred  here.  The  name  ex- 
pressed the  actual  condition  and  incipient  history  of  each 
town.  It  was  sometimes,  in  the  books,  called  Mistick,  after 
the  name  of  its  river.  It  was  sometimes  called  "  Mr.  Cra- 
dock's  Farm,"  because  that  gentleman  had  introduced  farm- 
ers to  cultivate  its  lands,  had  impaled  a  park,  had  erected 
houses,  built  ships,  and  carried  on  an  extensive  fishery.  He 
owned  so  large  a  part  of  the  tract,  and  was  so  rich  and  dis- 
tinguished, that  it  would  have  been  strange  if  his  name  had 
not  attached  to  it.  We  have  wondered  why  it  has  not  always 
been  called  by  his  name. 

The  "  celebrated  Rev.  James  Noyes "  became  the  pastor 
and  teacher  of  the  inhabitants  of  Medford  in  1634.  If  hav- 
ing a  Christian  minister,  resident  and  laboring  in  a  town, 
completed  the  idea  of  township  in  those  days,  then  Medford 
surely  had  every  thing  required  in  the  definition. 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  earliest  records  of  Medford,  and  see 
what  they  prove.  The  first  twenty-five  or  thirty  pages  of  the 
first  book  of  records  are  unfortunately  lost,  probably  from 
carelessness  about  loose  and  decayed  sheets.  The  next  thirty 
pages  are  broken  out  of  their  places,  and  may  be  soon  lost 
We  find  the  first  records,  which  are  preserved,  noting  down 
methodically,  after  the  manner  of  those  days,  the  usual 
doings  of  a  legal  town-meeting.  No  one  can  examine  the 
old  book,  and  not  see  that  there  was  uniformity  in  the  Town- 
clerk's  records.  It  is  most  clear  that  the  earliest  records 
which  are  preserved  are  the  regular  continuation  of   the 
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earlier  ones  which  are  lost*     And  what  do  we  find  in 
oldest  records  ?     We  find  the  Selectmen  calliag  tJie  aiaau 
town-meeting,  in  His  Moj€»ty^i  namet  to  chooie  the  usu 
oiBcers   for  the  regulation   of  town-utfairs,  &c.      The  tc 
s[)eaks  of  itself  is  ji  towtij  taxes  itself  as  a  town,  pefitio 
the  General  Court  as  a  town,  and  makes  ita  laws  like  oil 
towns ;  and  never  is  there  the  slightest  hint  that  Medff>rtl 
'*  not  a  town  J  but  rather  a  manor."    In  the  early  aiid  tediou 
controrersy  about  the  Sly s tic  Bridge,  its  neighbors  treated  will 
it  aa  a  town  ;  its  inhabitants  took  the  oath  of  fidelity^  and  it| 
municipal  orgaimation  conformed,  to  the  hiws  of  tli- 

The  author  of  the  History  of  Charles  town  fiays  of 
that  "the  toum^  in   16S8,   commenced  a  suit^  &c/* 
Medford  is  called  a  town,  iu  163S,  by  Mr.  F.  himself*  andi 
represented  by  him  as  acting  in  ita  corporate  capacity  inj 
legal  process  before  the  Quarter  Court.     If  it  had  been  i 
a  **  manor,"  its  lord  or  owner  would  have  been  its  sover 
and  all  its  town-action^  above  described,  could  nerer  bairt^ 
taken  place. 

The  same  inference  follows  if  we  turn  to  the  acts  of  the 
General  Court*  From  16 SO,  the  Court  considered  Medfaq 
a  town,  and  treated  it  accordingly  ;  and,  when  the  inhabit: 
petitioned  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  the  Legislature  : 
them  the  following  reply :  that  *'  the  town  had  been  imc 
rattd^  along  with  the  other  towns  of  the  Province, 
general  *'  actj"  passed  in  16S0  ;  and,  under  this  act,  it  had  1 
any  time  a  right  to  organize  itself  and  choose  a  represent 
tive  without  further  legislation."  Here  the  highest  authority 
of  the  Colony  solemnly  and  emphatically  declares  Sled  ford 
to  be  a  town,  a  regularly  incorporated  town,  by  the  a^iwe 
"act  "  as  that  for  Boston,  Charles  town,  Watertowu,  Box  bury, 
and  Dorchester.  Thus  Medford  had  been,  from  1630,  an  u^ 
corporated  town,  possessing  all  the  civil,  political,  and  mi3 
cipal  rights  consequent  on  that  *^  act" 

Mr.  Frothingham  says:  "All  printed  authorities  speak] 
Medford  as  a  town^  and  date  its  incorporation  in  16S0; 
this  appears  to  be  an  error."    We  are  content  to  follow,  in  ' 
matter,  "  all  printed  authorities,"  and  the  dccuion  of  the  Jst^ 
atUT€f  and  leave  the  novel  supposition  of  1846  to  stand  aloQ 

Medford  was  called  a  peculiar  town,  but  its  peculiarity  i 
not  consist  in  being  stripped  of  its  political  rights  and  cor 
rate  organizations ;  for,  in  the  very  enactment  which  cat" 
fpecullarj"  the  General  Court  say  it  shall  *'have  power^ 
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er  toumif  as  to  pradentmls/*     If  it  Imd  rights  "  as  other 

"  and  was  treated  by  the  Letrlslature  "as  other  townn" 

*Ud  its  peculiarity  consist  ?     This   question   is  easily 

iwered.  Its  peculiai'ity  consisted  in  having  the  major  part 
of  ita  territory  owned  by  one  gentlemim,  and  he  a  resident 
in  Latjdon*  Mr,  Criidock,  the  strongest  and  wealthiest  friend 
of  ^  ^  iV}  had  this  grant  of  land  in  partial  remuneration 
for  r  outlays  for  the  Company.     He  was  sometimes 

«xcu&ed  from  tajces.  Here  was  another  peculiarity,  but  no 
with<hawal  or  relinquishment  of  vested  rights.  This  fact 
rendered  towii'Iaws  more  Important,  It  required  very  strong 
»nd  peculiar  kwa  to  regulate  the  fishermen,  coopers,  ship- 
carpeaters,  and  farmers,  whom  Mr-  Cradock  had  established 
here.  Such  laws  could  not  be  enforced  except  by  a  proper 
d?3  authority  I  and  such  authority  every  tUng  proves  to 
hiTe  exiitted. 

Mr.  Cradock's  grants  were  not  made  till  1634—5  ;  but 
Metlford  was  taxed,  "as  other  towm"  m  1630.  Here,  the re- 
fcre,  were  four  or  five  years  in  which  it  acted  as  an  incorpo- 
ttied  town  before  Mr*  Cradock  came  into  possession  of  his 
piaL  Daring  those  four  or  five  years,  it  could  not  have 
wea  a  *^  manor ;  *'  but,  ai  that  time,  it  became  a  town ;  which 
clift^cter  it  has  possessed  to  this  day  unbroken^  and  which 
cliaracter  was  stamped  upon  it,  "  by  a  general  act  "  of  the 
p>vemBient  in  1630,  and  now  remains  in  force. 


CAUSES  OF  PEOSPERTTY, 

After  the  English  Parliament  had  assembled  in  1640,  the 
prsecutions  of  the  Puritans  were  stopped.  Deep  policy 
■ssted  this  change  of  affairs  in  England ;  and  a  conse- 
Hbe  was,  that  emigration  to  New  England  ceased,  and  waa 
i  renewed  with  any  spirit  till  1773,  New  England,  there- 
peopled  by  the  descendants  of  those  who  emigrated 
1630  and  1640 ;  and  this  fact  we  would  mention  as 
fir^t  cause  of  prosperity.  God  sifted  the  kingdoms  of 
e  Old  World  that  he  might  find  wheat  sufiiciently  good  to 
ant  in  the  virgin  soil  of  the  New ;  and,  when  planted,  he 
tpt  it  to  himselfj  a  chosen  seed^  till  it  should  spread,  and 

the  laad- 

Another  cause  of  prosperity  to  New  England  was  found 
the  institution  of  families.     Each  family  was  a  unit,  a 
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state,  a  church ;  and  the  father  was  both  patriarch  and  prieit 
In  these  free  and  Christian  families  arose  that  intelligent  and 
stubborn  enterprise  which  could  turn  a  wilderness  into  i 
garden,  and  barbarism  into  civilization.  These  fimulies,  un- 
fettered and  individualized,  were  happy  to  unite  with  all 
around  them  for  the  surer  attainment  of  their  common  end. 
One  principle  sanctified  all  hearts,  one  aim  employed  all 
hands.  Here  the  motto  was  true,  Epluribus  unum  ;  "  distinct 
like  the  billows,  but  one  like  the  sea." 

The  establishment  of  free  schools  was  another  most  powe^ 
ful  cause  of  prosperity  to  New  England.  This  original  idea 
had  potency  enough  to  work  out  the  highest  results  of  pri- 
vate and  social  good;  the  profoundest  problems  of  life^ 
government,  and  religion.  It  began  in  the  right  way,  at  the 
right  place ;  it  put  the  lever  where  it  could  move  the  world. 
Free  churches  became  the  continuation  of  free  schools ;  taking 
up  the  process  of  instruction  just  where  the  schools  had  left 
it.  Religion  gave  to  learning  its  proper  polarity.  Wilt 
would  New  England  have  been  without  its  churches?— a 
plantation  without  a  sun. 

Another  cause  of  prosperity  was  the  independence  of  towiw. 
Each  municipality  felt  itself  to  be  sovereign  in  the  ordering 
of  its  own  aiiairs,  while  it  was  a  recognized  part  of  the  body 
politic.  A  town,  like  an  individual,  must  have  the  habit  of 
self-government.  It  cannot  be  ruled  by  the  militia,  but 
only  by  the  combined  wisdom  of  the  whole  population. 
While  a  general  government  is  almost  wholly  employed  in 
averting  evil,  a  town  possesses  the  power  of  doing  posidve 
good.  "When  our  New-England  towns  levied  taxes,  opened 
roads,  gathered  a  militia,  founded  schools,  and  supported 
churches,  they  did  thereby  manage  the  great  interests  of  the 
colony,  and  in  one  sense  became  national  legislatures. 

Another  cause  of  prosperity  was  the  absence  of  the  tazeSi 
tolls,  fees,  restrictions,  and  monopolies  of  Old  England. 
Here  a  man  could  do  what  he  pleased  in  lawful  work  and 
trade,  and  could  do  as  much  as  he  wished.  Here  he  could 
work  at  two  or  ten  trades,  if  he  was  able.  This  was  New- 
England  free  trade. 

Another  cause  of  prosperity,  consequent  in  some  measure 
on  the  two  List  noticed,  was  the  small  number  of  laws  made 
by  the  General  Court.  Society  here  had  not  reached  that 
complicated  state  in  which  powerful  political  parties^  fierce 
sectional  jealousies,  and  conflicting  moneyed  aristocracieSj  so 


CAUSES   OF   PROSFERITY.  125 

&en  make  legislation  interminable,  contradictory,  and  decep- 
iTC.  The  diamond-cut-diamond  system,  now  in  such  terrible 
ictivity  among  us,  was  not  known  to  our  fathers.  Their  laws 
rere  only  the  republication  of  those  few  general  princij^les 
of  justice  and  humanity  which  are  easily  gathered  from  the 
lacred  pages.  Such  legislation,  while  the  most  simple,  was 
the  most  eflFective  and  the  least  changeable. 

Another  cause  of  prosperity  was  the  poverty  of  the  soil, 
and  the  severity  of  the  winter.  Agriculture  was  the  chief 
business  and  main  support  of  society ;  and  to  make  the  earth 
produce  in  six  months  sufficient  food  for  twelve  required  an 
ingenuity  of  mind,  a  force  of  will,  and  a  strength  of  muscle, 
which  is  synonymous  with  intellectual  and  moral  greatness. 
If  we  would  produce  athletic  frames,  creative  minds,  and 
brave  hearts,  let  the  soil  be  light  and  thin.  Our  primitive 
granite  soil  produces  the  true  granite  men ;  and  one  of  them 
here  in  Medford  can  do  as  much  as  three  Cubans  under  the 
line.  The  stem  necessities,  which  grew  out  of  the  soil  and 
climate  of  New  England,  became  schoolmasters,  teaching  our 
fathers  the  highest  lessons  of  intelligence,  watchfulness,  per- 
Beverence,  and  economy. 

•*  Man  is  the  noblest  gro-wth  our  realms  supply, 
And  souls  are  ripened  in  our  northern  sky." 

If  we  wish  to  see  a  race  that  need  not  think,  cannot  plan, 
and  will  not  work,  we  have  only  to  find  those  who  have 
every  thing  done  for  them.  We  therefore  conclude  that 
what  has  been  called  the  "  hard  lot "  of  the  New  Englander 
has  been  the  making  of  him. 

The  causes  of  prosperity,  so  briefly  noticed  above,  are 
introduced  that  we  may  here  say,  that  each  one  of  them  has 
been  brought  to  bear,  in  its  true  relation  and  natural  force, 
upon  the  town  of  Medford,  which  is  at  this  moment  enjoying 
the  distinguished  benefits.  With  Medford  before  us,  we 
conclude  by  saying,  that  these  elements  of  growth  have  pro- 
duced, throughout  New  England,  a  remarkable  activity  of 
mind  and  body,  a  general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  an  indomi- 
table perseverance  of  will,  social  and  civil  order,  self-forget- 
ful patriotism,  domestic  love,  and  religious  enthusiasm. 
These  effects  have,  in  their  turn,  become  causes ;  and  the 
glorious  results  are  extensive  wealth,  great  moral  influence, 
elevated  Christian  character,  and  solid  happiness. 

**  Surely  the  lines  have  fallen  to  us  in  pleasant  places,  and 
God  hath  given  to  us  a  goodly  heritage." 
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CHAIRMEN  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECflMEN. 


Jonathan  Wade 1676. 

Nathaniel  Wade     ....  1678. 

JohnHaU 1679. 

Nathaniel  Wade     ....  1681. 

Jonathan  Wade 1683. 

Thomas  Willis 1684. 

Nathaniel  Wade     ....  1685. 

John  Hall 1689. 

Nathaniel  Wade     ....  1690. 

John  Hall      ......  1693. 

Nathaniel  Wade     .    .    .    .  1694. 

Jonathan  tufts 1695. 

Nathaniel  Wade     ....  1696. 

Peter  Tufts 1698. 

Nathaniel  Wade     ....  1699. 

Peter  Tufts 1700. 

Nathaniel  Wade     ....  1703. 

Peter  Tufts 1705. 

Nathaniel  Wade     ....  1706. 

Stephen  Francis      ....  1707. 

Stephen  Willis 1708. 

John  Francis 1709. 

Ebenezer  Brooks    .    .    .    .  1710. 

John  Bradshaw 1711. 

John  Whitmore      •    .    .    .  1712. 

Thomas  Willis 1713. 

Stephen  Willis 1714. 

Jonathan  Tufts  .     .    .     .     .  1715. 

Samuel  Wade 1717. 

Thomas  Tufts 1718. 

John  Bradshaw      ....  1719. 

Jonathan  Tufts.      ....  1721. 

John  Bradshaw 1722. 

Thomas  Tufts 1723. 

Ebenezer  Brooks    .    .    .     .  1724. 

John  Bradshaw 1725. 

Ebenezer  Brooks    ....  1726. 

Stephen  Hall 1730. 

Thomas  HaU 1732. 

John  Hall 1733. 

Stephen  Hall 1734. 

John  WUlis 1736. 

JohnHaU 1737. 

Benjamin  Willis    ....  1738. 

JohnHaU 1739. 

Benjamin  Willis     ....  1740. 

Simon  IHifts 1742. 

JohnHaU 1743. 


Benjamin  Willis     •    •    •    •  ITft 

Samuel  Brooks  .    •    •    •    •  1741 

Benjamin  Willis     .    •    •    •  1741 

Jonathan  Watson   ....  1741 

Samuel  Brooks 1711;^ 

Isaac  Royal 171k.] 

Zachariah  Poole     .     .     •    •  1711':^ 

Isaac  Royal 176L'^ 

Stephen  HaU 17M. 

Isaac  Royal I76ii 

Benjamin  HaU 177t. 

WiUisHaU 17U. 

Thomas  Brooks 17M. 

WUlis  HaU nm. 

Ebenezer  HaU 1790k 

Richard  HaU 1794i 

John  Brooks 171M. 

Ebenezer  HaU 179C 

John  Brooks 1801 

Caleb  Brooks 180i 

Jonathan  Porter     •    •    •    •  1808«' 

Nathan  Waite 1811 

Nathaniel  HaU  .     .     .     .    •  1811 

Luther  Steams 1811 

Jcduthan  Richardson  •    •    •  IftSU 

Nathan  Adams 1831 

Turell  Tufts 1831 

Joseph  Swan 1838. 

Dudley  HaU 1827. 

TureU  Tufts 1838. 

John  Howe 1839. 

John  B.  Fitch 1830. 

John  King 1881, 

John  Symmes,  iun.     .    .     .  1833. 

Thomas  R.  Peck     ....  1834. 

Galen  James 1838. 

James  O.  Curtis     ....  1837. 

Galen  James 1838. 

Le>vi8  Richardson  •    .     •     •  1839. 

Thomas  R.  Peck     ....  1840. 

Alexander  Gregg   ....  1841. 

Timothy  Cotting     ....  1844. 

Alexander  Gregg   ....  1845. 

Henrv  Withington      .    .     .  1847. 

Peter  C.  HaU 1849. 

James  O.  Curtis     ....  1850. 

Peter  C.  HaU 1863. 

Benjamin  H.  Samson      •    •  1856. 


NAMES  OF  THE  TREASURERS. 


Stephen  Willis 1696. 

John  Bradstrect      ....     1700. 
Samuel  Wade 1709. 


John  Whitmore 
WiUiam  Wmis  . 
John  Richardson 


1714. 
1726. 
1737. 
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Sdivmrd  Brooks 1728. 

Sunnd  BrookB 1729. 

Stephen  Hall 1733. 

Edward  Brooks 1735. 

Benjamin  Parker    ....  1743. 

Edward  Brooks 1750. 

Tliomas  Brooks 1756. 

Aaron  Han 1761. 

Thomas  Brooks 1763. 

James  Wyman 1767. 

Jonathan  Patten     ....  1778. 

BiehardHall 1786. 


Jonathan  P(»rter     •    '.    . 

.    1790. 

Isaac  Warren     .    .    . 

.     1793. 

Samuel  Bud      .     .     . 

.     1794. 

John  Bishop .     .     .    • 

.     1798. 

Joseph  P.  HaU  .    .    . 

.    .     1804. 

Joseph  Manning     .     • 

.     1808. 

«     1823. 

Henry  Porter     .    .    . 
Tureli  Tufts 

.    .     1825. 
.     1827. 

Timothy  Cotting   ..    .    , 

.     1836. 

George  W.  Porter  .    • 

»    .     1837. 

NAMES  OF  THE  TOWN-CLERXS. 


J.  Wade  .    .    . 
Stephen  Willis  . 
John  Bradstreet 
Stephen  Willis  . 
Thomas  Tufts    . 
William  WiUis  . 
Benjamin  Willis 
Wdliam  Willis 
Ebenezer  Brooks,  jun. 
Benjamin  WiUis 
Thomas  Seccomb 
Willis  Han   .    . 
Richard  HaU     . 
Benjamin  TT«>11|  jun. 


1674. 
1676. 
1701. 
1708. 
1718. 
1719. 
1721. 
1726. 
1728. 
1730. 
1745. 
1767. 
1770. 
1783. 


Andrew  HaU 1792. 

Nathaniel  HaU 1794. 

Samuel  Swan     .    .     .     .    •  1796. 

Nathaniel  HaU 1797. 

Luther  Stearns 1803. 

Nathaniel  Hall  .....  1806. 

Abner  Bartlett 1810. 

Jonathan  Porter     ....  1819. 

Abner  Bartlett 1820. 

William  Rogers      ....  1826. 

Abner  Bartlett 1827. 

WiUiam  D.  Fitch  ....  1834. 

OUver  Blake 1836. 

Joseph  P.  HaU 1846. 


GOVERNOR  BROOKS. 


I  would  close  this  account  of  the  civil  history  of  Medford 
with  a  biographical  notice  of  our  most  distinguished  civilian ; 
and,  lest  the  bias  of  a  life-long  veneration,  or  the  pride  of  near 
blood  relationship,  should  tempt  me  to  eulogies  beyond 
desert,  I  have  judged  it  most  proper  to  take  the  account 
given  by  Dr.  John  Dixwell,  of  Boston,  Vice-President  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  who  knew  him  well :  — 

'^John  Brooks  was  bom  in  Medford,  Massachusetts,  in  May, 
1752.  His  father,  Capt.  Caleb  Brooks,  was  a  respectable  farmer, 
much  esteemed  and  beloved  by  his  friends  and  neighbors.  His 
mother  was  a  woman  of  superior  personal  charms,  and  of  remark- 
able talents,  for  one  of  her  advantages  and  station  in  life.  She 
early  discovered  in  her  son  those  faculties  which  were  destined  to 
raise  him  from  ihe  plough  to  the  first  station  in  society,  and  was 
solicitous  to  place  him  where  he  might  cultivate  them  to  advantage. 
We  are  probably  much  indebted  to  this  excellent  woman  for  the 
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eatiinable  traits  of  character  displajad  in  the  son*     Our  maf^ 
give  tke  first  and  moat  iinporlant  imprtsi  of  our  iDoralist^, 
statesmen,  and  our  heroes*     Happy  it  the  lot  of  those  who  Iiaf 
mothers  of  that  superior  excellence  which  rises  above  the  vain  she 
and  glitter  of  life,  whose  pleasures  centre  in  the  care  of  their  off- 
springj-in  forming  tlieir  habits  and  directing  their  minds  to  elevate 
flentiments  and  noble  objects,  whose  greatest   pride   is   m   th0 
spleniiid  ornaments,  —  the  Tirtues  displayed  by  their  children, 

**  Sirs,  Brooks  had  an  excellent  friend  in  her  physician^  Dr. 
8imon  Tafts,  al  that  time  a  very  respectable  practitioner  in  Medford. 
Hid  bigli  standing  in  our  profession  is  evinced  by  his  being  enrolled 
in  the  list  of  our  members  previously  to  the  present  organisfation  of 
the  society,  when  its  number  was  limited  to  seventy,  and  none 
were  elected  fellows  but  those  who  were  the  most  distinguished 
practitioners  in  the  State,  Dr,  Tufts  observ^ed  the  anxi*?ty  of  the 
mother  to  elevate  her  son  to  a  superior  station  in  life,  and  encou- 
raged her  to  give  him  as  good  an  education  as  their  finances  would  r 
per  mi  L  He  was  accordingly  placed  at  the  town -school,  w^here 
was  taught  the  rudiments  of  science,  and  the  Latin  and  Gr 
languages.  Such  was  his  prDficiency  in  his  scholastic  studies,  and 
BO  amiable  and  exemplary  was  his  character,  that  he  secured  the 
friendship  of  Dr.  Tut\s,  who  took  him  into  his  family  at  the  age  of 
fourteen,  to  educate  him  for  his  profession.  The  skill  and  scki] 
of  the  instructor,  and  the  indefatigable  attention  of  the  pupil,  sy 
plied  the  detici ended  arising  from  the  want  of  a  liberal  edueatid 
I  lis  progress  in  medical  science,  and  in  judicious  practical  ol;) 
vat) on,  was  such  as  to  secure  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
master, 

^^  Daring  his  pupilage,  the  amiable  traits  of  his  character  we 
more  fully  developed ;  and  he  began  to  display  that  taJent  and  foa 
ness  for  military  discipline  which  were  eminently  manifested  alj 
subsequent  period,  and  contributed  to  establish  that  erect  and  ma 
port  for  which  he  was  so  remarkably  distinguished.     In  the  bou 
of  relaxation  from  study,  he  amused  himself  with  the  drill  and  ex€ 
cise  of  the  soldier*     His  manners  were  so  gentle  and  attractH 
that  he  was  the  delight  of  all  the  village  boys ;  they  collected  aboci 
him  as  the  chief  source  of  their  pleasures  and  amusements ;   he 
formed  them  into  a  company,  and  trained  and  exercised  them  in  . 
the  duties  of  military  discipline-     Dr.  Tufi's  yard  was  often 
verted  into  a  train-field,  and  displayed  in  miniature  all  *  the 
and  circumstance  of  glorious  war.*    These  juvenile  scenes  are 
recurred  to  with  pleasure,  by  those  who  were  engaged  in  them,  i 
the  happiest  moments  of  their  lives. 

"  He  continued*  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  under  the 
tuition  of  Dr.  Tufts,  who  then  advised  him  to  commence  ibt*  prac» 
tice  of  physic  in  the  town  of  Reading,  and  gave  him  a  high  re  com* 
meudation  to  the  people,  as  well  qualilied  for  the  important  trus 
and  worthy  of  their  fullest   coutidence.     He  accordingly  settle 
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liere,  an*l  was  fioon  after  marriod,  and  hi:?  prospect!?  were  fair  for  a 

kerr  n*^pectitble  eslablj^btnent  in  bis  jirofegsioo ;  but  he  wa«  de»- 

ed  lo  act  a  more  conppictiotis  part  id  the  great  drama  of  bfe. 

**The  *torm  which  had  been  a  long  time  gatheriog  in  our  jioliti- 

bonzon  be-all  now  to  a^ssutne  a  moat  portentous  aspect^  ready 

I  burnt  over  tbe  country  with  destructive  fury.     The  stout  heartJ^ 

nd  iteady  miads  of  our  countrytnen  liad  been  preparing  for  tbe 

solved  to  defend  themselves  ngiiinst  its  tremeiidoas  power, 

bum  of  warlike  preparation  was  heard  lb  rough  the  couo- 

T)%     Lumpaniesi  were  formed   in   almost  every  town,  who   be  Id 

liemselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  minute*f^  warning.     One  of 

I  com|ianie0  waa  raised  in  Reading,  and  Brooks  was  elected  to 

rrand  it^     He  gave  all  tbe  attention  be  could  to  this  company^ 

ily  with  his  professional  duties;   and  waa  active  in  his 

-.'  to  drill  bis  men,  and  infuse  into  tbem  that  heroic  spirit 

an«l  ardent  patriotism  which  animated  bis  own  breast. 

**  lie  wa:*,  however*  much  perplexed  to  determine  what  eourae  be 
nogbt  to  pursne  in  this  momentouB  crisis.    He  had  a  strong  attacb- 
meni  to  bis  profession,  and  was  deeply  impressed  ^'itb  the  moral 
j  obligations  he  waa  under  to  discbarge  the  duties  of  it  with  tidelity. 
Tbe  kindly  affections  of  bis  begirt  and  the  amenity  of  his  manners 
Nnfilitled   liim  to  adtainbter  relief  with  peculiar  acceptance,   and 
I  gave  tbe  fullest  promise  of  a  skilful  and  popular  physician,     lie 
I  bad  just  eutereil  into  practice  with  flattering  prospects,  and  with  all 
[the  ardor  of  a  youthful  mind.     He    had  d ready  many  patients 
Tlicted  with  severe  disease*     Judge,  then,  with  what  reluctance  be 
listened  to  I  lie  calls  of  patriotisms  urging  him  to  relinquish  these 
l^rohpeets  and  duties,  to  engage  in  a  contest  fraught  with  the  most 
tppalling  dangers  lo  bimself  and  to  his  country.     On  tbe  other 
laiid,  he  bad  displayed  such  talents  as  a  Toilitary  disciplinarian, 
Hnd  was  so  esteemed  and  beloved  by  those  who  were  under  bis 
^lommaad,  and  Ijy  all  who  were  connected  with  bim  in  military 
iaty,  that  be  waa  thought  tbe  most  competent  to  take  tbe  lead  in 
Iheir  affairs.     In  the  organization  of  a  regiment,  be  was  elected  a 
aajor.    This  honor  be  declined,  from  an  apprebeDsioii  that  it  might 
call  him  too  mucb  from  professional  duties,  and  involve  bim  too  far 
in  the  military  and  political  movements  of  the  times ;  so  that  he 
[would  finally  hi  under  tbe  necessity  of  relinquishing  his  profession ; 
nn  event  wbicb  be  was  anxiously  de^iirous  to  avoid.     His  fellow- 
Beer*  would  not  accept  his  resignation,  and  unanimously  repeated 
heir  solicitations  that  be  would  assume  the  duties  of  an  otlice  which 
be  was  eo  well  qualified  to  sustain.     This  flattering  distinction  was 
Qongb  to  shake  his  resolution.     He  again  took  the  subject  into 
leHouQ  consideration,  and  the  same  objections  presented  themselves 
mind*     He  then  determined  to  meet  his  brotber^otlicers,  and 
lately  decline  the  honors  they  were  disposed  to  thrust  upon 

He  was  thus  situated  on  tbe  memorable  19th  of  April,  1775, 
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when  die  news  arrived  that  »  iletachmf-nt  of  the  F>^  " 
murcbed  to  'Ltxinpon  ami  Concord.     His  ardci^t 
rose  euperior  to  all  other  con  ^^1*1*.' rat  ions,     lil^  hi  2 
eoi]}d  not  shrink  i'rotn  the  dutit-s  whi^rh  iltfvohed  u  M 

mititiiry  commander.     He  ortlcrt-d  out  his  eompariy  whU  pruiil] 
nt*s.^,  and  directed  them  to  proceed  on  ihe  route  to  Coticonl; 
liav^lng  miide  stich  provision  for  the  medical  relitif  of  the  sick  iini 
hii«  care  ms  the  time  would  permit,  he  joined  his  galiant  corps  if 
all  poJ4&ible  speed.     Having  Arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Conconl  ht 
met  the  Briti^sh  on  their  retreat,  with  the  cf>ol  and  determined 
bravery  of  a  veteran,  and  made  such  a  disposition  of  his  men,  is 
to  secure  them  from  injury,  and  enable  them  to  annoy  the  enemy 
with  degtnictive  volleys  as  they  p£U«sed  a  narrow  defile^     He  then 
hung  on  their  reur  and  fliiuks,  in  conjunction  with  other  troop?, 
until  they  arrived  at  Chiirlestown.     The  military  talentg  and  calm 
courage  which  he  displayed  on  this  occasion  were  remarkahle  in  a 
young  man  only  twenty-three  years  of  age,  who  bad  never  seen 
a  battle.    It  was  noticed  hy  those  who  had  the  direction  of  ptiblir 
aSairs,  and  he  sooa  after  received  the  commission  of  a  major  in  tli« 
Continental  army» 

"  He  now  entered  on  the  duties  of  a  soldier  with  ardor,  ard 
devoted  all  the  powers  of  his  mind  to  the  cause  of  his  eountrytand 
the  profession  of  arms*  He  carried  into  the  service  a  mind  pnw 
and  elevated,  and  ardent  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  He  M 
a  high  sense  of  moral  rectitude,  which  governed  all  his  aciioo=- 
Licentiousness  and  debauchery  were  strangers  to  his  breast  i  th^ 
fled  from  his  pre  sen  ee*  awed  by  his  superior  virtue*  His  gmi^ 
manly  deportment  and  unaasuming  manners  secured  tlie  favor  m 
his  superiors  in  office,  and  rendered  him  the  delight  of  his  equal* 
and  inferiors*  The  following  descri[Hion  of  Agricola,  by  Tadtusi 
bis  inimitable  biographer,  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  Brooks?—^ 

"  *  Kec  Agricola  licenter,  more  juvenum,  qui  militiam  in  la&ci  ' 
vertunt,  neque  segniter,  ad  voluptates  et  commeatus,  titulum  tri' 
natufi  et  insciliam  retulit :  sed  noscere  provinciam,  nosci  eJterci' 
discere  a  peritis,  scqui  optimos,  nihil  appetere  jactatione,  nihil 
fonnidinera  recusare,  simulque  et  anxius  et  intent  us  age  re/ 

**  Although  he  sought  no  enterprise  through  vain -glory,  his  aeli^*  1 
26 al  and  high  ambition  led  him  to  solicit  the  post  of  danger,  if  t^^ 
could  thereby  render  useful  service  to  his  country.  -' 

"  When  Gen.  Ward  had  determined  to  fortify  the  beighta  <^h 
Chariest  own,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  this  purpose,  iindiei^ 
that  he  was  not  included  in  the  detachment,  be  solicited  the  gener^^ 
to  permit  him  lo  accompany  it;  and  his  request  was  granted-  ^^ 
was  active  during  the  whole  night  of  the  16th  of  June,  in  throwiwJl 
up  intrenchments^in  reconnoitering  the  ground,  and  in  watching  t\»^ 
movements  of  the  enemy.  On  the  morning  of  the  17lh,  when  i' 
was  perceived  that  the  enemy  were  making  preparations  for  a^^ 
assault,  he  waa  despatched  by  Col.  Prescotl,  as  a  confidential  office*^ 
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inform  Gen*  Ward  of  the  movemenf^s,  and  to  represent  to  bira 

e  imjH>rtnrice  of  hi.^  si^mltng  reuilbrrijmf^tils,  *  No  Iioi-ti;**  t!oulfJ  be 

liaiL  und  liu  was  obliged  to  walk.     This  duly  pre^enti^J  his  iHnng 

(hiii  gloriousi  UaLtle  which  htv^  immorljili;;ed  th«  heroes  who  were 

engaged  in  it^  and  consecrnted  the  graund  to  everhtsting  fiitae* 

"  Aoiid^t  the  exultmg  feelings  which  Ihiij  deflr*bought  victory  of 
the  enemy  inspired,  our  infant  artnj  did  not  fad  to  profit  by  the 
&jcperiet4ce  they  had  gained*  The  ad  vantages  of  superior  disdp- 
"oe  in  the  enemy  were  apparent  to  every  one*  Tliey  made  a  strong 
Impreii^ion  on  the  tntfids  of  our  otlieer,^,  and  especially  on  thai  of 
our  jonthiia!  hero-  He  had  already  aeipiired  sueh  a  knowledge  of 
^cs,  that  h©  had  been  eoni^nked  by  superior  officers  on  a  system 
liscipline  to  be  introduced  into  our  array-  He  now  applied  him* 
'with  renewed  diligenee  to  this  important  part  of  his  duty,  and 
soon  acquired  a  high  reputation  as  a  disciplinarian*  The  corps 
comrnsmded  w*ere  distinguished  during  the  whole  war  for  the 
iperiority  of  tiieir  di.^cipline,  evinced  by  their  gallant  conduct  in 
little,  and  hy  tlieir  regular  movements  in  retreat.  He  wa§  second 
b|j  to  the  celebrated  Baron  Steuben^  in  bia  knowledge  of  tactics, 
'lia  officer  joined  the  army  and  wa.^  appointed  inspector- 
re  find  that  Bronki  was  associated  with  him  in  the  arduous 
^i'of  introducing  a  uniform  system  of  eaeereise  and  manoeuTrea 
fthe  army* 

^  He  ajisbted  in  fortifying  the  heights  of  Dorcheateri  which  com- 
elled  the  British  to  evacuate  Boriton,  He  waa  very  etlicient  in 
le  fiucce^fnl  retreat  from  Long  li^ltind,  lie  acted  a  distinguished 
in  the  battle  of  White  Plains ;  and^  when  the  detachment  of 
'  army  was  overpowed  by  numbers^  his  regiment,  of  which  he 
WHS  the  most  efficient  officer,  so  ablj  covered  the  retreat,  that  it 
received  the  distinguished  acknowledgments  of  Gen.  WaabingtoJi 
for  it:?  gallant  conduct. 

*^  In  the  year  1 777,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
<^tontil  in  the  eighth  Massachusetts  regiment ;  the  command  of 
*'hich  deirotved  on  bim,  in  consequence  of  the  sickness  of  bis 
colyfitL  Ia  the  spring  of  this  year,  he  was  ordered  to  join  the 
aonhern  army,  and  be  took  an  active  part  in  those  movements 
^d  battle(4  which  terminated  in  the  surrender  of  Gen*  Burgoyne* 
^1  fbarl,  the  capture  of  that  army  may  be  attributed  in  do  smaU 
^^ix  to  bis  gallant  conduct  on  the  7  th  of  October,  in  the  battle  of 
Snj-iitoga.  It  iji  well  known  how  ably  be  turned  the  right  of  the 
«HGuiyj  with  what  fearless  intrepidity  he  led  on  bis  regiment  to 
'^m  their  intrenchments,  entering  them  at  the  bead  of  his  meuj 
^itii  ftword  in  hand,  and  putting  to  rout  the  veteran  German 
woopt  which  defended  them;  and  with  what  firmness  he  main- 
**i'ieil  this  [iOi?t,  which  he  had  so  gallantly  gained,  notwithstanding 
tJa?j  utiadst  efforts  to  dislodge  bira*  This  action  compeUed  the 
^itruy  to  change  his  position,  and  the  field  was  then  open  for  Gen. 
^'^ft  to  iurround  and  capture  bis  whole  army* 
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*'0n  the  emrender  of  Btir**oyne,  Col.  Brooks  was  ortleretl 
join  the  army  umfer  G('T\.  AVjislnngtuu,  and  soon  ai\er  wt?nl  io 
winter  quarters  at  Valley  Forge,  and,  in  common  with  tbts  ar 
sujieretl  ail  tliosc  privfttions  and  hartkbrps,  which  re^juuTtl  md 
beroism  to  endure  than  the  mos^t  severe  and  bloody  battles*     H^ 
great  are  our  obhgations  to  those  wonderful  putriots,  whom  ae 
nakedness  nor  diseai^et  nor  iUininet  nor  the  i^word,  could  disiie 

"To  follow  our  hero  through  all  his  %'aloahle  and  lahoriotl 
tary  services  w-ouUl  be  to  give  a  minute  history  of  our  Revolutj 
War ;  for  there  w-as  scarcely  any  imporiani  sendees  perfor 
the  northern  and  central  operations  of  the  army  in  whieh  he 
not  act  a  conspicuous  part     To  describe  tbese^  is  the  province  i 
the  historian;    we  allude  only  to  those  remarkable  eveats 
serve  to  illustrate  bis  chamcter- 

"  At  the  conclusion  of  the  v^ar,  our  army  had  a  stiil  more  icv 
ordeal  to  pass  through  than  the  battles  and  privations  tbey  ' 
endured.     It  remained  for  tiiera  to  suhdue  their  own  pa^sioas 
resentments,  and  to  make  thia  last  and  most  noble  sacrifice  for  ' 
welfare  of  their  country.     The  pay  of  the  army  was  greatly  i 
arrear ;  and  most  of  the  otTicers  bad  spent,  in  tbeir  country's 
vice,  all  they  had  owned  and  all  they  couid  borrow-     Congrttsa  ! 
no  adequate  funds  for  their  payment,  and  it  was  deficient  in 
power  of  creating  them.    In  this  deplorable  state  of  things,  intla 
matory   anonymous   letters   were   circulated   through    tlie    annji 
founded  oa  the  most  plausible  reasons,  exciting  tbem  to  retain  xlmt^ 
armg,  and  to  take  by  force  what  was  due  to  them  in  rigbL    11 
apparent  justice  of  this  measure  concealed  from  the  unreflecti 
the  horrible  consequences  w  hieb  must  have  ensued  from  it,    Fo 
tun  ate  ly  for  our  country,  there  were  many  in6uential  otEcers  in  i 
army,  of  that  purity  of  heart,  that  soundness  of  judgment 
elevated  patriotism j  which  led  them  to  view  with  abhorrence 
iataJ  expedient ;  and  it  is  highly  honorable  to  Col.  Brooks  that  b^ 
was  among  the  drst  w^ho  opposed  it.     He  had  taken  measures  , 
tbia  effect  in  bis  own  regiment  before  the  opinions  of  Waabing 
wave  known,  and  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  that  bis  se 
menta  were  in  pedect  accordance  with  those  of  the  Father  of  '. 
country.     He  waa   honored  with  his   most  grateful  aGknowle 
meats  and  full  contldeaee*     His  broth er-oliicers  were  so  strong  ^ 
impressed  with  his  wisdom  and  prudence,  that  be  was  appoint^ 
one  of  the  Committee  which  finally  made  an  adjustment  with  Con-^ 
gress,  and  allayed  that  dreadful  excitement     By  the  inOuence  oC 
these  magnanimous  patriots,  the  army  gave  this  distinguished  pr 
of  their  devotion  to  the  liberties  of  tbeu*  country  j  and,  in  the  la 
guage  of  Washington,  we  may  say,  *  bad  this  day  been  waoting,  i 
world  bad  never  seen  the  last  stage  of  perfection  to  which  hu 
nature  ia  capable  of  attaining/ 

**  Aller  the  army  was  disbanded,  Cob  Brooks  returned  to  pm 
life,  rich  in  the  laureb  he  had  won,  in  the  affections  of  bis  feUo 
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oldiers,  and  in  the  esteem  of  the  wise  and  good.  He  was  not  only 
lee  from  the  vices  incident  to  a  military  life,  but,  what  was  remark- 
ible,  he  had  acquired  more  elevated  sentiments  of  morality  and 
religion.  He  was  received  in  his  native  town  with  all  the  kindness, 
ihe  congratulations  and  attentions  which  love  and  friendship  could 
elidt,  or  respect  inspire.  He  was  rich  in  honor  and  glory ;  but  he 
bad  nothing  to  meet  the  claims  of  his  beloved  family  but  the  caresses 
of  an  affectionate  heart. 

^'His  old  friend,  Dr.  Tufts,  being  infirm  and  advanced  in  life, 
was  desirous  of  relinquishing  his  practice  into  the  hands  of  his 
fftYorite  pupil,  whom  he  thought  so  worthy  of  confidence.  His 
Mow-townsmen  responded  to  the  wishes  of  his  patron.  He  ac- 
cordingly recommenced  the  practice  of  physic,  under  the  most 
favorable  auspices,  in  Medford  and  the  neighboring  towns.  He 
was  8oon  after  elected  a  fellow  of  this  society,  and  was  one  of  its 
most  valuable  and  respected  members.  On  the  extension  and  new 
organization  of  the  society,  in  the  year  1803,  lie  was  elected  a 
coansellor,  and  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  office  with 
fidelity  until  he  was  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.  He  was 
then  discontinued  at  his  own  request.  In  the  year  1808,  by  the 
•ppointment  of  the  board  of  counsellors,  he  delivered  an  anniver- 
Nurj  discourse  on  Pneumonia,  which  has  been  published,  and 
evinces  a  mind  well  stored  with  medical  science  and  correct  practi- 
cal observation. 

"On  his  retiring  from  the  chair  of  state,  he  was  again  chosen 
counsellor,  with  the  view  of  electing  him  President  of  our  society. 
« is  unnecessary  for  me  to  expatiate  on  the  pride  and  satisfaction 
we  derived  from  his  accepting  this  honor.  Your  own  feelings  will 
hest  convey  to  you  the  height  of  the  honor  which  he  reflected  on 
our  society.  That  he  felt  a  deep  interest  in  our  prosperity,  we 
have  ample  evidence  in  his  so  kindly  remembering  us  in  his  will. 

"As  a  physician,  he  ranked  in  the  first  class  of  practitioners.  He 
possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  those  qualities  which  were  calcu- 
^*ted  to  render  him  the  most  useful  in  his  professional  labors,  and 
the  delight  of  those  to  whom  he  administered  relief.  His  manners 
^cre  dignified,  courteous,  and  benign.  He  was  sympathetic, 
patient,  and  attentive.  His  kind  offices  were  peculiarly  acceptable 
from  the  felicitous  manner  in  which  he  performed  them.  His  mind 
^as  well  furnished  with  scientific  and  practical  knowledge.  He 
^as  accurate  in  his  investigations,  and  clear  in  his  discernment. 
*Ie,  therefore,  rarely  failed  in  forming  a  true  diagnosis.  If  he  were 
Jiot  80  bold  and  daring  as  some  in  the  administration  of  remedies, 
It  was  because  his  judgment  and  good  sense  led  him  to  prefer  erring 
^  the  side  of  prudence  rather  than  on  that  of  rashness.  He 
watched  the  operations  of  nature,  and  never  interfered,  unless  it 
Was  obvious  he  could  aid  and  support  her.  He  was  truly  the 
Hierophant  of  nature,*  studying  her  mysteries  and  obeying  her 
oracles. 
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"  In  his  practice,  he  added  dignity  to  his  profession  by  bis  elevated 
and  upright  conduct.  His  lofly  spirit  could  not  stoop  to  the  empiri- 
cal arts  which  are  too  of\en  adopted  to  obtain  a  temporary  ascen- 
dency. He  soared  above  the  sordid  consideration  of  the  property  he 
should  accumulate  by  his  professional  labors.  Lii^e  the  good  and 
great  Boerhaave,  he  considered  the  poor  his  best  patients ;  for  Grod 
wa.>  their  paymaster.  In  short,  he  was  the  conscientious,  the  skil- 
ful, and  benevolent  physician,  —  the  grace  and  ornament  of  <mr 
profession. 

"  His  mind,  however,  was  not  so  exclusively  devoted  to  his  pro- 
fessional duties  as  to  prevent  his  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  state.  He  had  contributed  so  largely  towards  establishing 
the  independence  of  his  country,  and  had  exhibited  such  sincere 
devotion  to  its  welfare,  that  his  countrymen,  who  have  ever  been 
distinguished  for  the  acuteness  of  their  discernment  in  judging  of 
public  men  and  measures,  were  always  ready  to  display  their  con- 
fidence in  him.  They  felt  an  assurance  that  they  might  safely 
repose  on  his  conscientious  integrity,  wisdom,  and  patriotism.  He 
was  consequently  called  to  fill  numerous  offices  of  high  importance 
in  the  State. 

"  He  was  for  many  years  major-general  of  the  militia  of  his 
county,  and  established  in  his  division  such  excellent  discipline, 
and  infused  into  it  such  an  admirable  spirit  of  emulation,  that  it  was 
a  most  brilliant  example  for  the  militia  of  the  State.  In  the  insur- 
rection of  1786,  his  division  was  very  efficient  in  their  protection  of 
the*courts  of  justice,  and  in  their  support  of  the  government  of  the 
Stiite.  At  this  time.  Gen.  Brooks  represented  his  town  in  general 
court,  and  he  gave  support  to  the  firm  and  judicious  measures  of 
Gov.  Bowdoin  for  suppressing  that  alarming  rebellion.  He  was  a 
delegate  in  the  State  convention  for  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
constitution,  and  was  one  of  its  most  zealous  advocates.  After  the 
establishment  of  the  federal  government,  he  was  the  second  mar- 
shal appointed  by  Washington  for  this  district,  and  afterwards 
received  further  evidence  of  his  confidence  and  approbation  by 
being  appointed  inspector  of  the  revenue.  He  was  successively 
elected  to  the  senate  and  executive  council  of  the  State.  He  was 
appointed  by  the  acute  and  discriminating  Gov.  Strong  as  his  adju- 
tant-general, in  that  perilous  crisis  of  our  affiiirs,  the  late  war  with 
England.  The  prudence  and  discretion  with  which  he  discharged 
this  arduous  duty  will  be  long  remembered  by  his  grateful  country- 
men. 

"  These  multifarious  and  laborious  public  services  were  performed 
with  so  much  punctuality  and  ability,  and  with  such  dignity  and 
urbanity,  that,  on  the  retirement  of  Gov.  Strong  from  the  chair  of 
State,  wise  and  discreet  legislators  from  all  parts  of  the  Common- 
wealth selected  him  as  the  most  suitable  candidate  for  that  high 
and  responsible  office.  It  will  be  recollected  how  forcibly  every 
judicious  mind  was  impressed  with  the  excellence  of  the  selection, 
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how  strongly  the  public  suflPrages  confimied  that  opmion*     His 
nrui^c  seetDL*d  to  rlisfirm  pjirty  spirit  with  tiilismanie  power ; 
r  many,  who  had  never  acted  with   his   political  friends,  pntled 
tliemselve-s  in  t  testifying  their  unlimited  con  fid  en  ce  in  hirn, 

*■*  It  i<  fresli  in  ymjr  memories  with  vrhat  iri^mldinf;  npprtdien^lons 

shrunk  from  the  Mtiy  attitude  of  llie  chair  i>f  Stute,  «nd  j*^t, 

en  placed  there^  with  what  singular  ease  and  dignity  be  presided, 

id  with  wliat  .signal  ability  he  discharged  its  various   imporant 

ties-     His  government  was  firni  and  decided,  yet  it  was  so  tnlld 

id  gentle  that  its  iafiuence  was  chiefly  perceptible  in  lus  happy 

ilily  of  allaying  party  spirit,  and  all  the  angry  passions  of  our 

tare.     It  was  like  that  of  a  beloved  and  revered  parent,  wht>iu 

arc  disponed  to  honor  and  obey, 

^Amidst  the^e  high  military  and  political  honors,  which  his  JeK 
-citizens  took  delight  in  bestowing  on  him,  almost  every  instUu- 
m  of  a  literary,  xeligious,  patriotic,  benevolent,  or  professional 
»cti?r  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  conferring  their  highest 
on  him-  In  1781,  Yale  College  conferred  on  him  the 
ry  degree  of  A.M.  Harvard  University  acknoivledged  the 
h!ae  of  his  literary  acquirements,  by  conferring  on  him  the  degree 
"A.M.,  in  the  year  1787 ;  and,  in  1810,  the  degree  of  M.D. ;  and,  in 
817,  the  highest  honor  of  that  seminary,  the  degree  of  LL.D. 
*'  The  Society  of  Ciucinnati  recognized  him  as  one  of  their  most 
istinguished  members.  He  was  elected  to  deliver  the  Hrst  onitiou 
afore  them,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1787  ;  and,  on  the  death  of  Gen* 
riticoln,  thedr  fif^t  president,  Gen.  Brooks  was  elected  to  succeed 

**  He  was  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  He 
a^  prei?ident  of  the  Washington  Monument  Association,  of  the 
unker-hill  Monument  Association^  and  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
!Lii?^achu  sells* 
*"  Having  faithfully  and  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  chief  magis- 
ite  for  seven  successive  years,  he  expressed  his  determination  to 
!lire  from  the  cares  and  anxieties  oi'  public  life*  How  great  were 
ie  public  regrets j  and  how  gladly  would  a  large  minority  of  his 
fellow -ctiias ens  have  retained  his  valuable  £er\'ices  I  but  they  fore- 
"ore  urging  bira  to  any  further  sacrilices  for  the  good  of  his  country- 
He  retired  to  private  life  with  dignity,  and  with  the  love  and  bless- 
%*  of  a  grateful  people* 

"  "aving  imperfectly  traced  the  brilliant  path  of  his  public 
V  let  us  i'or  a  moment  contemplate  Gov-  Brooks  in  his  private 
icter;  and  perhaps  we  may  discover  the  true  source  of  all  his 
6[«alnesa,  the  charm  which  bound  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen  to 
Um  in  ties  so  strong.  He  possessed  a  heart  free  from  all  guile» 
^4  every  in  ordinate  selBah  feeling,  —  an  evenness  of  temper  and 
*Mr^<;Liifc§s  of  disposition.  His  discordant  passions  —  for  we  pre- 
«atne  ht*  had  them,  being  humtm  —  were  kept  in  complete  subjec- 
I  tioa  to  tiig  Tlrtues.     He  bad  a  peculiar  composure  and  complacency 
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of  countenance ;  and  the  delicacy  and  courteousness  of  his  i 
were  uncommonly  attractive.  But,  above  all,  his  conduct  was  regs- 
lated  by  the  influence  of  that  pure  morality  derived  from  oar  bdf 
rclifi;ion,  which  was  impressed  deeply  on  his  mind  at  an  early  pezioi 
of  life. 

"  To  those  who  contemplate  his  fearless  intrepidity  in  the  fieW  rf 
batthi,  or  have  observed  the  ease  and  dignity  of  his  deportment  OB 
the  niilitnry  parade,  or  in  the  chair  of  State,  it  may  appear  incredi- 
ble that  this  brave  man  possessed  an  uncommon  share  of  diffidence; 
but  to  those  wlio  have  approached  him  nearly,  it  is  well  known  thit 
this  was  a  predominant  trait  in  his  character.  This  quality,  so  rwtt 
in  little  minds,  is  seldom  wanting  in  great  ones ;  but  it  is  scarcely 
cv(T  so  paramount  as  it  was  in  our  departed  friend.  It  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  make  use  of  some  degree  of  finesse  to  induoe 
him  to  accept  any  important  otfice.  Tliis  great  reluctance  in  as- 
Huining  responsibility,  somi?limos  arises  from  inactivity,  or  a  love 
of  ensir :  not  so  in  him  we  would  commemorate ;  for  whatever  migbt 
be  his  situation,  he  never  was  idle. 

"  Th<?  mind  of  Gov.  l>rooks  was  clear  in  its  perceptions,  and  dis- 
criminating in  its  judgment ;  it  was  active,  ardent,  and  industrioos 
in  the  pursuit  of  every  valuable  attainment,  and  powerful  in  the 
aj)plication  of  those  attainments  for  the  benefit  of  others.  Although 
his  mind  shrunk  from  observation  with  the  delicate  excitability  of 
the  sensitive  plant,  it  was  like  the  oak  in  sustaining  the  pressure  of 
every  duty  to  his  friends  or  his  country. 

"  In  his  relation  to  his  native  town,  he  completely  reversed  the 
maxim,  that  a  projihet  lias  no  honor  in  his  own  country;  for  the 
inhabitants  of  Medford  idolized  him.  They  knew  his  worth,  and 
lully  appreciated  it.  lie  was  truly  their  friend  and  benefactor. 
He  took  so  deep  an  interest  in  all  their  concerns,  let  their  station  in 
life  be  ever  so  humble,  that  they  could  always  approach  him  with 
ease  and  confidence.  They  referred  to  him  all  their  disputes ;  and 
80  judicious  were  his  decisions,  that  he  had  the  rare  felicity  to  satisfy 
all  parties,  and  to  reconcile  them  to  bonds  of  amity.  It  >vas  ob- 
served by  an  eminent  lawyer  who  resided  there,  that  he  had  no 
professional  business  in  !Medford ;  for  Gov.  Brooks  prevented  all 
contentions  in  the  law.  In  addition  to  these  intrinsic  services,  he 
was  the  grace  and  the  ornament  of  their  social  circles,  and  seemed 
to  fill  the  measure  of  their  enjoyments." 

There  are  a  few  illustrative  facts  known  to  the  contempo- 
raries of  Gov.  Brooks  in  Medford,  which  may  be  added  to 
to  Dr.  Dixwell's  notice. 

He  had  a  real  love  of  pithy  anecdotes,  and  delighted  to 
tell  them ;  tind,  though  he  was  tediously  long  in  cracking  the 
shell,  we  always  found  the  kernel  sweet.  He  never  volun- 
tarily made  his  successes  in  the  sick-chamber  or  battle-field 
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or  cabinet  a  topic  of  conyersation.  He  was  remarkably  fond 
of  society,  and  loved  to  see  the  old  and  young  together.  In 
the  street,  he  never  passed  any  acquaintance  without  a  friendly 
recognition ;  and  he  has  taken  me  up  a  hundred  times,  when 
a  schoolboy,  to  give  me  a  ride  in  his  chaise.  He  liked  to 
work  on  his  land ;  and,  as  many  of  his  horticultural  experi- 
ments were  suggested  by  books,  he  often  found  them  of  small 
pecuniary  profit.  In  the  army,  he  played  chess  with  his 
Mend  Kosciusko,  and  occasionally  in  Medford  enjoyed  a 
social  game. 

He  said  that  the  most  &tiguing  day  he  ever  spent  was  the 
19th  of  April,  1775.  That,  we  apprehend,  was  the  auroral 
hour  of  his  life.  He  was  greater  than  his  me^ns.  How 
many  men  are  less ! 

Rev.  Mr.  Foster  says :  — 

"On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  April,  just  at  sunrise,  alarm- 
guns  were  fired.  The  regulars  had  gone  to  Concord.  I  ran 
directly  to  Major  Brooks,  and  asked  if  he  were  going  to  Concord, 
and  when  ?    *  Lnmediately '  was  the  answer." 

With  his  minute-men,  he  pursued  the  enemy  to  their  boats 
at  Charlestown.     Dr.  Ripley  says :  — 

"As  the  enemy  passed  the  road  from  Bedford,  they  met  a  body 
of  minute-men,  commanded  by  Major  John  Brooks.  A  little  below 
Bedford  Road  there  was  a  sharp  action,  and  several  of  the  British 
were  killed." 

Rev.  Mr.  Foster  says :  — 

•  **  The  enemy  faced  about  suddenly,  and  fired  a  volley  of  musketry 
upon  us.  They  overshot  The  fire  was  immediately  returned,  and 
two  British  soldiers  fell  dead  in  the  road  near  the  brook." 

Col.  Phinney  says :  — 

"  A  little  to  the  eastward  of  the  village,  they  received  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  Reading  minute-men,  under  Capt  John  Brooks." 

An  instance  of  his  sturdy  Spartan-like  directness  of  pur- 
pose and  warm  zeal  was  seen  in  his  volunteering  to  march 
for  the  relief  of  Fort  Stanwix  (now  Rome),  at  the  head  of  the 
Mohawk :  — 

^^  It  was  besieged,  August,  1777,  by  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
British  and  Indians,  under  Col.   St.  Leger.     Gen.   Herkemer, 

18 
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advancing  to  its  aid,  had  been  killed,  and  his  troops  dispersed.  ^  Ai 
a  council  of  officers,  it  was  objecled  to  weaken  the  main  annj  it 
Saratoga  by  sending  awaj  any  of  the  regular  troops.  Gen.  Schii^ 
ler,  much  depressed  and  excited,  said  he  would  ^  beat  up  for  Toloa* 
teers  the  next  day,  if  he  could  get  men  by  no  other  means,'  nl 
asked  for  a  brigadier  to  command  them.  The  next  day  the  dns 
beat  for  volunteers,  and  Lieut  Col.  Brooks  volunteered  with  Ui 
regiment" 

How  noble  to  see  a  man  thus  putting  his  shoulder  under 
a  forsaken  cause ! 

He  considered  his  efforts  at  Saratoga  as  the  most  eflfectbe 
in  his  military  career.  No  skill  or  bravery  during  the  mB 
exceeded  his  on  that  occasion.     The  historian  says :  — 

"  On  the  left  of  Arnold's  detachment,  Jackson's  regiment  of 
Massachusetts,  then  led  by  Lieut.  Col.  Brooks,  was  still  more  n^ 
cessful.  It  turned  the  right  of  the  encampment,  and  carried  bf 
storm  the  works  occupied  by  the  German  reserve.  Lieut  BraymsB 
was  killed;  and  Brooks  maintained  the  ground  he  had  gained* 
This  advantage  of  the  Americans  was  decisive." 

Another  historian,  member  of  the  army,  says :  — 

"  The  capture  of  Gen.  Burgoyne  and  his  army  may  be  attrihut^ 
in  no  small  degree  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Col.  Brooks  and  b^ 
regiment,  on  the  7th  of  October,  in  the  battle  at  Saratoga." 

The  same  author,  an  eye-witness,  further  says  :  — 

"  The  confidence  which  "Washington  reposed  in  him  was  show^ 
on  many  occasions,  and  particularly  in  calling  him  to  his  councils  U' 
that  terrible  moment  when,  at  Newburg,  in  March,  1783,  a  conspi' 
racy  of  some  of  the  ofHcers,  excited  by  the  publication  of  infiammator/ 
anonymous  letters,  had  well  nigh  disgraced  the  army,  and  ruined  tli6 
country.  On  this  occasion,  the  Commander-in-Chief,  to  whom  ikis 
day  was  the  most  anxious  moment  of  his  life^  rode  up  to  Col.  Brooks 
with  intent  to  ascertain  how  the  officers  stood  affected.  Finding  him, 
as  he  expected,  to  be  sound,  he  requested  him  to  keep  his  officers 
within  quarter  to  prevent  them  from  attending  the  insurgent  meet- 
ing. Brooks  replied :  ^  Sir,  I  have  anticipated  your  wishes,  and 
my  orders  are  given.'  Washington,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  took 
him  by  the  hand,  and  said ;  '  Col.  Brooks,  this  is  just  what  I 

EXPECTED  FROM  TOU.'  " 

At  the  end  of  the  war,  he  retired,  a  laurelled  hero  of  the 
revolution,  to  private  life,  and  found  himself  so  poor  that  he 
opened  a  small  shop  in  a  building  next  the  bridge^  on  the 
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"Vest  side  of  Main  Street.  He  did  not  succeed  in  this ;  but 
lie  bore  his  poverty  with  a  hero's  resolution  to  conquer  it; 
lad  conquer  he  did. 

When  first  a  candidate  for  Governor  in  1816,  Medford 
gare  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  votes  for  him,  and  twenty- 
dght  for  Mr.  Dexter.  More  than  twenty-eight  votes  against 
Hm  were  never  given  in  Medford  during  the  seven  years  he 
was  Governor. 

The  uniformity  of  his  example  in  attending  public  worship 
had  a  powerful  influence  on  the  people  of  Medford.    He  was 
neyer  absent,  morning  or  afternoon,  when  he  could  be  pre- 
sent; and  his  attention  to  the  preacher  was  profound.     He 
often  made  an  abstract  of  the  sermon.     His  favorite  moral 
writer  was  Paley ;  and  he  used  to  speak  of  his  Hora  PauliruB 
as  an  "  unanswerable  book."    When  the  controversy  between 
the  Calvinists  and  Unitarians  arose  in  1820,  he  took  side 
with  the  latter,  but  never  liked  the  extremes  of  either  sect. 
For  many  years  he  had  wished  to  make  a  public  profession  of 
his  faith  in  Christianity ;  but  had  been  deterred  by  the  minis- 
ter's custom  of  calling  upon  each  candidate  to  express  belief 
in  certain  doctrineS;  some  of  which  doctrines  he  did  not 
helieve.     In  1817,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
^ould  announce  to  Dr.  Osgood  his  convictions,  and  request 
him  to  suppress  the  objectionable  sentence,  and  thus  admit 
him.    The  sentence  was  this  :  "  Sensible  of  the  depravity  of 
^he  human  heart,  your  own  proneness  to  sin  and  inability  to 
fhat  which  is  good,  you  promise,"  &c.     He  did  not  believe 
^  man's  inability  to  that  which  is  good,  and  therefore  he 
^hed  this  omitted.     Dr.  Osgood  knew  so  well  his  force  of 
Diind  and  purity  of  life  that  he  yielded  to  his  wishes ;  and 
on  the  22d  of  March,  1818,  the  Governor  of  the  Common- 
Wealth  declared  in  public  his  belief  in  the  divine  origin  of 
Christianity,  and  took  his  seat  at  the  table  of  the  Lord.    We 
who  were  present,  and  witnessed  that  act  of  dedication,  can 
never  forget  the  solemnity  of  the  scene.    There  was  so  much 
of  Socrates  and  Solon  about  him,  that  Christianity  did  not 
seem  strange  to  him.     He  lived  as  he  professed.     It  seemed 
to  be  his  youthful  resolution  to  make  his  life  worthy  the  con- 
templation of  his  most  elevated  moments  in  old  age.     Some 
years  after,  he  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  church,  but  declined 
on  account  of  age. 

We  may  record  here  an  illustration  of  the  truthfulness  and 
depth  of  his  family  aflfections ;    an  illustration  which  the 
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writer  of  this  witnessed.     He  said  onoe  to  Us  first 
Mrs.  Jonathan  Brooks,  **  I  wish  to  make  a  bargain  with  joa. 
I  will  promise  to  be  with  you  when  yon  are  sick,  and  I  wnk 
you  to  promise  to  be  with  me  when  I  am  sick."     She  did  is 
promise ;  and,  after  several  sicknesses,  she  performed  tbelMt 
sad  duty  of  closing  his  eyes  in  dea^.     A  veiy  dangemi 
illness  of  Mrs.  Brooks  occurred,  while  he,  as  Governor,  vn 
engaged  at  Boston  by  the  sitting  of  the  Legislature.    In  die 
coldest  part  of  the  winter,  he  rode  out  each  day  in  his  chaiie 
to  see  her.    As  she  became  more  ill,  his  attendance  increased, 
and  his  solicitude  was  that  of  a  brother.     One  eTening  lie 
arrived  at  eight  o'clock  ;  and,  having  found  her  more  ill  tha 
ever,  he  jumped  into  his  chaise,  drove  quickly  to  his  honiei 
and  brought  back  a  bottle  of  particular  old  wine.     He  asked 
to  go  to  the  kitchen  fire ;  her  son  conducted  him  there ;  andi 
having  opened  the  wine,  he  placed  himself  before  the  fire, 
and  there  made  a  porringer  full  of  wine-whey.     When  it 
was  done,  he  waited  to  have  it  cool.     He  would  not  accept 
of  any  help.     He  took  out  a  few  spoonfuls,  and  said,  *^Give 
your  mother  that."     Her  son  took  it  to  her  with  a  prayer  on 
his  lips.    In  ten  minutes  after  she  had  taken  it,  she  whispered 
to  him,  "  I  shall  recover."    With  a  heart  almost  bursting,  he 
rushed  to  the  Governor  to  announce  the  tidings.     A  tear 
started  in  his  eye :  and  he  said,  "  Thank  God,  we  shall  hare 
her  again."     I  felt  at  that  moment  as  if  I  should  fall  down, 
and  worship  him  as  the  saviour  of  my  mother. 

When  Gen.  T-.afayette  came  to  Massachusetts  in  1834,  he 
took  an  early  opportunity  to  dine  with  his  friend  and  fellow- 
officer,  then  living  in  dignified  retirement  at  Medford.  Re- 
spect for  the  illustrious  stranger,  and  love  for  their  patriotic 
townsman,  indticed  the  inhabitants  to  make  ample  prepara- 
tions for  receiving  the  giicst.  On  Saturday,  Aug.  28,  1824, 
the  General  entered  Medford,  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  P.  M., 
from  West  Cambridge,  attended  by  a  few  select  firiends.  The 
notice  of  his  coming  was  short ;  nevertheless,  the  ladies,  with 
their  characteristic  enchantment,  made  flowers  firom  the  gar- 
dens, and  evergreens  frojn  the  fields,  fly  at  their  bidding,  and 
arrange  themselves  into  wreaths  of  beauty  and  crowns  of 
honor,  while  the  young  men  spanned  the  streets  with  arches, 
and  filled  the  air  with  flags.  When  he  crossed  the  Wear 
IJridge,  the  bells  began  to  ring,  and  the  cannon  to  thunder. 
The  houses  were  filled  with  eager  and  happy  gazers,  waving 
liandkerchiefs  in  the  joy  of  recognition.    The  children  of  the 
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kfwn,  in  nnifeTm,  were  stationed  in  order  to  salute  him,  and 
the  hiizxas  of  the  crowded  streets  testified  to  the  triumph 
•nd  gladness  of  the  occasion.  Opposite  the  front  door  of  the 
meedng-house  of  the  first  parish,  a  graceful  arch  spanned 
the  street,  having  this  inscription,  "  Welcome  to  our  hills 
and  JBbooks."  And  there,  under  a  canopy  of  trees,  garlands, 
and  flowers,  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  met  the  General  and 
Us  cortege ;  and  they  thus  addressed  him,  by  Turell  Tufbs, 
Esq.,  their  Chairman :  — 

**  Greneral  Lafayette,  —  The  Selectmen  of  Medford,  as  represen- 
tatiYes  of  the  town,  deem  it  a  grateful  and  honorable  part  of  their 
duty  to  bid  you  welcome, 

^  They  are  proud,  sir,  that  Medford  is  the  birthplace  of  one  of 
your  companions  in  arms ;  a  man  who,  by  his  bravery  in  the  field, 
bis  patriotism  and  civic  virtues,  contributed  to  acquire  as  much  of 
glory  to  our  country  as  honor  to  himself. 

^  We  rejoice,  sir,  that  you  both  live  to  meet  again  and  to  enjoy 
together  the  consolations  fairly  derived  from  your  virtuous  and 
heroic  deeds. 

"  The  minds  of  our  countrymen  traced  your  course  with  anxious 
solicitude  through  the  French  Revolution,  from  your  first  success  in 
the  cause  of  liberty  until  the  spirit  of  oppression  confined  you  in  a 
dungeon ;  and  their  hearts  were  gladdened  when,  by  the  influence 
of  our  great  and  good  Washington,  their  friend  was  at  last  set 
firee.  In  the  rich  harvest  you  are  now  gathering  of  the  expressions 
of  interest  and  gratitude  of  this  numerous  people,  whose  freedom 
and  happiness  your  exertions  so  essentially  contributed  to  establish, 
we  hope  you  will  find  some  compensation  for  all  your  toils,  sacrifices, 
and  sufferings ;  and  we  feel  much  complacency,  that  in  this  respect 
you  have  gained  so  complete  a  triumph  over  the  monarchs  of  the 
world. 

^  Again,  sir,  we  bid  you  a  most  cordial  welcome ;  and  hope  the 
testimonials  of  approbation  you  are  receiving  from  every  heart  and 
every  tongue  will  for  ever  remain  an  instructive  lesson  to  mankind, 
—  that  patriots  who  endure  faithfully  to  the  end  shall  not  lose 
their  reward." 

To  this,  the  General  replied,  in  substance,  as  follows :  — 

"  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  —  I  am  most  happy,  in  visiting 
the  town  of  my  old  brother-soldier  and  friend,  General  Brooks,  to 
be  received  with  so  kind  a  welcome.  You  speak  of  *  some  com- 
pensation.' Compensation !  Sir,  the  smallest  part  of  the  delight 
which  I  have  experienced  would  more  than  repay  me  for  all  suffer- 
ings past  or  to  come. 

**I  beg  you  to  accept  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  this 
cheering  welcome." 
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The  procession  soon  arriyed  at  General  Brooks's  honse, 
escorted  by  the  Medford  Light  Infantry;  and,  after  the 
introduction  of  a  few  friends,  dinner  was  announced. 

The  dinner  was  a  private  one,  in  the  Governor's  house, 
and  about  twenty  only  were  present.  There  was  a  witty 
discussion  at  table  about  the  origin  of  the  word  hurrak, 
General  Lafayette  said,  "  I  know  not  whence  it  came ;  but, 
in  Massachusetts,  I  have  learned  where  it  has  got  to,"  (^ 
all  the  persons  at  that  table,  the  writer  of  this  alone  sur- 
vives. 

The  closing  sickness  of  the  patriot  was  neither  long  nor 
full  of  pain.  He  bore  it  with  calm  acquiescence ;  and  spoke 
of  it  with  gratitude,  as  aflfording  him  an  opportunity  for 
reviewing  his  career,  and  for  striking  the  balance  in  life's 
great  ledger.  He  said  to  his  cousin :  "  My  case  is  beyond 
physicians.  I  have  received  my  orders :  I  am  ready  to 
march."  The  lamp  of  religion  was  within  him  trimmed  and 
burning,  and  he  believed  that  his  life  was  hid  with  Christ  in 
God.  Never  has  there  died  among  us  a  man  so  widely 
known,  so  highly  honored,  so  truly  beloved,  or  so  deeply 
lamented. 

His  printed  compositions  were  few.  The  first  public  ora- 
tion delivered  by  him  was  printed  with  this  title,  "An 
Oration  delivered  to  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  :  July  4,  1787.  By  John 
Brooks,  Esq."  This  is  just  such  an  oration  as  a  sensible  and 
patriotic  officer,  fresh  from  the  fields  of  conquest,  would  deli- 
ver to  his  fellow-officers  on  the  Fourth  of  July. 

When  President  Monroe  visited  Boston  in  1817,  he  said 
he  had  "  read  the  inaugural  speech  of  Governor  Brooks  with 
entire  approbation ;  "  and  then  added,  "  I  am  willing  to 
take  the  principles  of  that  speech  as  the  basis  of  my  admini- 
stration." 

After  the  death  of  the  Governor,  which  occurred  March 
1,  1825,  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was 
then  President,  took  notice  of  the  event  in  the  most  appro- 
priate manner.  The  next  day,  March  2,  the  Councillors  of 
that  Society  passed  the  following  :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Councillors  regard  with  deep  sensibility  the 
loss  by  death  of  the  late  President  of  the  Society,  the  Hon.  John 
Brooks,  and  that  they  feel  assured  they  shall  express  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Society,  as  they  do  their  own,  in  stating  tha.t  the 
Society  has  derived  honor  from  having  had  at  their  bead  a  man 
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1»do7ed  in  private  life,  justlj  respected  in  his  profession,  and  dis- 
tbgaished  in  his  state  and  conntiy  for  the  faithful  and  honorable 
performance  of  high  military  and  civil  duties. 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Councilloi's  ask  permission  to  attend  the 
obsequies  of  their  late  President,  both  for  themselves  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Society. 

*  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  family, 
and  express  to  them  the  sentiments  of  the  Councillors  on  the 
liereavement'' 

The  granite  pyramid  which  stands  in  the  old  burying* 
ground  has  the  following  inscription :  — 

"  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  John  Brooks,  who  was  bom  in  Med- 
foid,  in  the  month  of  May,  1752,  and  educated  at  the  town-school. 
He  took  up  arms  for  his  country  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775.  He 
commanded  the  regiment  which  first  entered  the  enemies'  lines  at 
Saratoga,  and  served  with  honor  to  the  end  of  the  war.  He  was 
appointed  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Massachusetts  by  President 
Washington;  and,  after  filling  several  important  civil  and  military 
o^ices,  he  was,  in  the  year  1816,  chosen  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  discharged  the  duties  of  that  station  for  seven  succes- 
sive years  to  general  acceptance.  He  was  a  kind  and  skilful  phy- 
sician; a  brave  and  prudent  officer; 'a  wise,  firm,  and  impartial 
magistrate ;  a  true  patriot,  a  good  citizen,  and  a  faithful  friend.  In 
his  manners,  he  was  a  gentleman ;  in  morals,  pure ;  and  in  profes- 
sion and  practice,  a  consistent  Christian.  He  departed  this  life  in 
peace,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1825,  aged  seventy-three.  This  monu- 
xnent  to  his  honored  memory  was  erected  by  several  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  and  friends,  in  the  year  1838." 


CHAPTER    IV. 
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Bedford  takes  a  rich  share  in  the  political  lienors  of  the 
country.  At  an  early  date,  it  expressed  its  determination  to 
preserve  inviolate  the  rights  and  privileges  secured  to  the 
colony  by  the  charter  of  1629.  When  the  four  colonies  of 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  New  Haven 
united,  May  19,  1643,  under  the  name  of  *^  The  United 
Colonies  of  New  England,"    their  politics  and   patriotism 
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Mvin  to  r\}\^nil  t*>co:hoT.  This  fraterzul  bond  was  espediOf 
hiicn^Miriu*/.  •.!•.  »v.i:  aiicvsTo:**'  hearts,  when,  by  the  chaitar 
i»f  K\\    1,  lii'.M.  r*:xm.>;:ih  'wa>  j.r.nexed  to  MassachusetU. 

M:»>  10.  Ici^S  ;  I  he  rn*«erK.  Court  say  "  that  the  whok 
p1.iuta!i.«v..  V  .::.!:.  :■::l^  :;:iSi':}.:io::.  is  divided  into  fourshirei; 
\o  wii.  l.NMA.  N.v. :.  A.  Mj.i.liOMX.  iJii  Suffolk."  Each  had 
i-iiihi  i.»M  i.>,  ;  \.r-.^;  N.>::\^'.k.  ■»  :.j* ":.  liad  six. 

.iunr  ■*.  l(i>:^  "  V.v.s-.c:.  VrTr:  Tiifts  was  chosen  by  the 
!ox\n  ;4>  Ki  V  v>: :.;;.:. M  .  ;u\v:\l:v.c  :o  The  Honorable  Coun- 
i  iTs  M»:v..!.. .,:..':. 

M;»x  n.  l(i*.»0  •■  V;^:; :  T/.trs  WAS  clK-^srn  Deputy  to  attwid 
\\ic  ii:>i  >iNy:.-:.  .^1  :!.;  k  •; ::;  :-;J.  i.\^^r:.  or  until  another  shill 

M.4\  S.  loi^'  >  .^:;\'.  :.^  :\.\  :\c  Representative  18 J.  per 
il;»\ ,  tlii.ii:*;  :..>  >i:>..';*v  .V.  ::.;  ^W:.e:*.-;':  Court,"" 

riu-  w.K.i^;:,. :.,•.:  .-[  »*..:  :..: i.:^:*-  :v.  Meiliord.  at  the  opprei- 
sivt*  l.i\.;: :.*:•.  »^:  V'.:.*.:'o».  v..>  t  \:>:esse.i  bv  a  tisherman,  in i 
]>o  i  1  it  Til  !•»;.:.  I  »^. : ..  m  . :  :  .\  v.:  " . .  >  .  :Vcf: .  Sir  Y.  d  ward  Androfff 
i»rK»r.»:ir.j;  :»'  :'::..:  >:-.:\:  :v  ..:.,-..'.  :'.ir.:r.y  of  which  Benedirt 
Ansolil  X*  a^  ..\.  ...-.-i '. :; ..  v..:  :v.:v  : .  v  ..>  st:.:  Vy  the  king  as  aspf 
to  N I- \\  r !.;::..... ;  ; : :  1 1^> -t       r. ;  ii . : : . i" :i\:  :.i . : s  from  his  imagi- 

ii.»!  i  o  n .  .IV.  il  !  i-: . . : . .  r  /.  : .  ^  :\  :•> '.  i*  : ": :  ;^  :  red  v. '  ous  royal  govem- 

iue:it    !li..i    :':.c   (...:..,>    :.../.  :.•.:.::-.:  ::.t:r  charter.     This 
iiidurrii   \\.c  V...;;    :.    ,.;. -.v.*..:    :.  r.:    "  Ci,vi rr.or-General  ano 
\'i^r-Aihui:.»i  .:'  \tx»  1  .i:.. .:..*..  \;>v  Yrrk.ar.d  the  Jerseys. 
Ho   ariixtil   :::    Vv^^^:..  1\\     Ci\  li^S^.  .\r.d  ooTOmenced,  »* 
di->po:>  ;:«•:. i:..'/.\    .\\    ^^ .::.    y:-."::>>::v.s    .^f   friendship  and 
luin.'iiMn.       !»..:   *:.;    ...v/.e  v:;".v.:-e/.   :".  r  :r..r/.r»::nj   on  th^ 
lil»frtic>  ci  i:\v  \\\v\'.\  :\  ::.:■.;:. ::c  '*^::':'.  r.ir.:  :>v"^wer  to  enac* 
law  > .  r.i: si'  .u:  ..:  :v.  >  . : :: .  :v  > ;-  :  ..\ :  ? .  .; v. ..  .■.:•.-.. s  n  :  ne  represent*'' 
tive   >y>:cia.      IK    :':...>    /.iv::.\i\-.   :.-Av->V.:p<.  .uid   said, — ; 
**Thtri.    is   r..^   >.:.;.  ::::::c  ."^  ..  :.-«■::  1-  ::■.•:  wl,:.Ie  cov:ntjy.* 
He  and  Li*   l\u:-.il   w^rc   vt >:-..:   ^i:':.  .C  lopslative  anci 
executive  powtrs.      Ar.d   :*:/.:s   ::.t    ^r.ir.try   n:o:in:ed  otcT 
their  lost  cLirtr  ui:.:  iS.cv.  lilnrries.     This  tyr.uit  contended 
that  ever}-  owner  of  l^i  nius:  renew  hi*  vl^^e  :o  ::.  and  for 
his  a;?enc'y  the  mo*:   t x  .-^rbit.i:::  fees  were  v;enia=ded.     He 
levied   taxes    without    :-.::y    permission    from  the   people  or 
goverurnei.t,  and  p•uni^hed  cr^ieily  those  who  refused  to  pay. 
'i  he  iiili;ibivu:i%  fjf  every  town   were  forbidden  ;o  me-e:  and 
exerrite   tJiejr  '^^.■'[Xyrate   powers,  except  once  a  vear  :    ard 
they  were  vAd  hy  tr.e  Ju'iye^.  in  open  Coun,  ••  :ha:  iney  had 
no  Uifnts  privik;je«  l*rfi  iLem,  than  not  to  be  sold  for 
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The  Anglo-Saxon  blood  of  our  Puritan  Fathers  could  not 
brook  this ;  and  they  dared  to  more  than  think  of  relief. 
The  great  revolution  of  1688^  in  the  mother  country,  ending 
in  the  abdication  of  James,  and  the  accession  of  William 
|md  Mary,  afforded  an  encouraging  example  on  this  side 
the  water.  That  example  was  promptly  followed ;  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  18th  of  April,  1689,  the  people  rose 
in  righteous  revolt,  seized  their  oppressor,  secured  him  in 
prison,  and  destroyed  his  government.  This  was  decisive 
New  Englandism.  He  was  soon  sent  back  to  London  to  be 
tried.  Of  this  odious  ruler,  one  of  the  Medford  people  said, 
*•  If  Andross  comes  to  Medford,  we  will  treat  him,  not  with 
shad  or  alewives,  but  a  *w?ord-fish." 

The  loyalty  of  our  fathers  was  seen  in  their  holding  days 
of  public  fisisting  and  prayer  when  sorrow  or  defeat  visited 
the  mother  country,  and  of  holding  days  of  thanksgiving 
when  prosperity  and  triumph  blessed  the  king.  As  an 
example,  we  would  mention  a  day  of  rejoicing  set  apart  in 
Medford,  October  14,  1743,  on  account  of  victory  gained  by 
the  English  troops  in  Germany. 

1753;  Medford  was  fined  XIO  for  omitting  to  send  a  re- 
presentative to  the  General  Court ;  but,  January  10,  1754, 
this  fine  was  remitted. 

Our  town,  though  small,  did  its  share  in  Philip's  War, 
and  raised  money  and  men  to  put  down  that  intelligent  and 
brave  Indian  enemy.  The  same  spirit  of  liberty  breathed  in 
their  souls  at  a  later  day ;  and,  when  the  odious  Stamp  Act 
^as  proclaimed,  the  inhabitants  of  Medford  came  together,  as 
^th  a  rush,  on  the  21st  of  October,  1765,  to  express  their 
sober  convictions  of  its  unconstitutionality  and  injustice. 
With  entire  unanimity,  they  addressed  a  letter  to  their  repre- 
sentative, protesting  against  some  former  acts  of  Parliament^ 
but  most  emphatically  against  "  this  most  grievous  of  all  acts, 
^herein  a  complication  of  those  burdens  and  restraints  are 
^happily  imposed,  which  will  undeniably  deprive  us  of 
those  invaluable  liberties  and  privileges  which  we,  as  free- 
bom  Britons,  have  hitherto  enjoyed."  Professing  loyalty  to 
their  king  and  parliament,  they  nevertheless  say,  that,  "  when- 
ever they  require  such  an  obedience  from  us  as  is  incompati- 
ble with  the  enjoyment  of  our  just  liberties  and  properties, 
^e  cannot  but  arise  and  openly  remonstrate  against  it.  And 
|bis,  we  esteem,  is  so  far  from  a  spirit  of  rebellion  and  dis- 
loyalty  in  us,  that  to  act  the  contrary  would  argue  in  us  a 

19 
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meanness  and  degeneracy  of  spirit  much  beneath  the  dmao- 
ter  of  true  Englishmen,  and  would  therefore  justly  expon 
us  to  the  contempt  of  all  true  lovers  of  liberty,  both  h 
Great  Britain  and  America."  —  "  Therefore  we  seriously  Oh 
join  it  upon  you,  as  our  representative,  that  you  be  no  viji 
aiding  or  assisting  in  the  execution  of  said  act."  This  Lm- 
guage,  with  them  of  prophecy,  had  a  meaning  almost  as  dev 
as  it  has  with  us  of  history.  Their  words  have  that  political 
polarity  which  points  at  ultimate  independence.  If  ensf 
little  village  in  the  Province  was  thus  moved  with  quitt 
indignation  at  the  first  instance  of  positive  oppression,  diM 
it  not  prove  the  existence  of  a  general  sympathy  and  a  united 
brotherhood  which  will  be  unconquerable?  Medford  fek 
ever}'  pulsation  of  the  central  heart,  and  spoke  openly  whit 
she  felt,  and  was  ready  to  act  as  nobly  as  she  spoke.  The 
above  resolves  and  instructions  of  the  town  were  among  the 
first  and  firmest  of  the  acts  of  resistance  to  royal  oppresnon* 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1766,  Parliament  repealed  the  odt 
ous  act  by  a  vote  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  to  one 
hundred  and  sixty-seven.  The  joy  exhibited  at  Medford,  on 
this  event,  was  most  intense,  and  was  manifested  by  fire- 
works, ringing  of  bells,  and  jubilant  dinners. 

Parliament  resumes  taxation,  June  29,  1767,  asserting  iti 
right  to  "  bind  the  Colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever."  Dutiet 
were  laid  on  paper,  tea,  glass,  and  painters'  colors.  A  cui- 
tom-house  was  opened,  and  a  civil  list  established ;  and  the 
act  provides,  that,  after  ministerial  warrants  are  satisfied,  the 
residue  of  the  revenue  shall  be  at  the  disposal  of  Parliament 
The  trump  of  doom  could  not  have  caused  a  more  general 
awakening.     New  England  now  was  doubly  alive. 

The  preparation-note  was  sounded  in  Medford,  Dec  21, 
1772,  in  these  words :  — 

^  Voted  to  choose  a  Committee  to  take  under  consideration  the 
grievances  wc  labor  under,  and  in  particular  of  salaries  said  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Crown  for  our  supreme  judges ;  and  alsp  to  draw 
up  instructions  for  our  representative  relative  thereto." 

This  signal-gun,  fired  from  the  battlements  of  liberty,  gave 
not  an  "  uncertain  sound,"  as  will  be  seen  in  the  following 
acts  of  our  patriotic  fathers.     Dec.  31,  1772:  — 

^'  Voted  that  the  tbanks  of  the  town  of  Medford  be  given  to  the 
respectable  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston  for  their  patriotic  care 
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and  vigilance  (discovered  on  several  occasions)  in  endeavoring  to 
preserve  our  civil  constitution  from  innovation,  and  to  maintain  the 
tame  inviolate.  And  we  do  assure  them  that  our  assistance  shall 
not  be  wanting  in  the  use  of  all  such  lawful  proper  measures  as 
shall  be  thought  expedient  to  be  adopted  for  the  preservation  of 
our  liberties,  civil  and  religions." 

The  calm  and  solemn  declaration  of  sentiments,  sent  at  this 
time  to  their  representative,  is  as  follows  :  — 

•>  To  Smov  Tuns,  Eiq. 

^  Sir,  —  You  being  our  representative,  we,  your  constituents,  this 
day,  in  lawful  town-meeting  assembled,  having  taken  into  serious 
consideration  the  many  and  alarming  grievances,  as  generally  and 
justly  complained  of,  which  the  Colonies  in  general,  and  this  Pro- 
vince in  particular,  labor  under,  as  being  subversive  of  the  essential 
lights  and  privileges  of  free  British  subjects,  and  repugnant  both  to 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  royal  charter,  take  the  freedom  to  lay 
before  you  our  sentiments  thereupon,  and  to  enjoin  you,  as  our 
representative,  to  use  your  best  endeavors  in  the  Honorable  House 
of  Representatives,  at  their  next  sessions,  in  promoting  and  assist- 
ing in  such  constitutional  measures  as  shall  appear  best,  and  most 
likely  to  obtain  redress  of  the  same. 

"  It  would  be  too  tedious,  as  well  as  needless,  to  enumerate,  and 
particularly  remind  you  of  all  the  grievances  we  suffer  at  this  time 
from  ministerial  and  parliamentary  proceedings ;  but  it  may  suffice 
to  say  generally  that  our  sentiments  of  the  claims  we  are  justly 
entitled  to,  as  free  British  subjects,  and  also  of  the  infringements 
from  time  to  time  made  upon  them,  are  similar  to  those  contained 
in  the  pamphlet  (now  read)  which  our  patriotic  brethren  of  Boston 
have  generously  furnished  us  with ;  which  book  we  recommend  to 
your  serious  perusaL 

**In  particular,  we  desire  that  you  inquire  into  the  truth  of  a 
report  currently  spread  and  prevailing  among  us,  namely,  that  the 
Hon.  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court  are  in  future  to  receive  their 
salaries  from  the  Crown.  Since  such  a  provision,  which  renders 
them  so  enormously  dependent  upon  the  Crt)wn,  is  of  so  threatening 
an  aspect,  so  dangerous  to  the  free  and  impartial  administration  of 
justice,  as  must  alarm  every  serious  person  who  has  the  welfare  of 
his  country  at  heart,  it  gives  us  just  reason  to  fear  that  ih^  axe  is 
now  laid  at  the  root  of  our  liberty ^  with  a  fixed  intention  to  hew  it 
down. 

**  Therefore,  sir,  if,  upon  inquiry,  you  find  this  to  be  really  the 
case,  we  trust  you  will  zealously  and  vigorously  exert  yourself  to 
avert  so  formidable  an  evil,  and  frustrate  the  wicked  machinations 
of  our  inveterate  enemies ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  that  you  will 
endeavor  that  the  Hon.  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judica- 
ture, Court  of  Assizes,  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  be  amply  and 
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honorably  supported  by  grants  from  the  Greneral  Assembly,  and  ii 
such  a  manner  as  shall  l^st  tend  to  the  maintaining  of  justice  in  Iha 
land.  Finally,  that  you  endeavor  that  the  disputes  and  differcBOi 
now  subsisting  betwixt  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  be  speedif 
and  amicably  ac^usted,  and  peace  and  harmony  again  restored.'' 

A  copy  of  the  above  was  sent  to  the  town  of  Boston. 

The  records  of  Medford  are  full  of  the  most  clear  and 
stirring  expressions  of  patriotism  with  reference  to  the 
oppressions  of  the  Crown.  So  near  to  Boston,  every  pukh 
tion  of  that  central  heart  found  an  answering  beat  in  the 
bosoms  of  our  ancestors.  They  were  among  the  first  and 
steadiest  supporters  of  colonial  rights.  There  were  men  in 
Medford,  in  1770,  who  knew  their  political,  civil,  and  reli- 
gious position,  and  who  were  ready  to  defend  themselvei 
from  parliaments  and  ministers  and  kings.  It  will  not  be 
necessary  to  copy  into  this  history  the  many  declarations  and 
resolutions  which  glow  with  the  auroral  light  of  liberty  on 
the  records  of  the  town,  It  may  be  interesting  to  see  into 
what  form  their  views  and  feelings  had  settled  in  1778 ;  and 
these  may  be  apprehended  by  the  following  record  of  a  town- 
meeting  held  for  the  special  purpose  of  expressing  their 
opinion  upon  the  Tea  Question* 

The  record  is  as  follows :  — 

"  The  town  being  informed,  that,  by  reason  of  the  American  mc^ 
chants  generally  refusing  to  import  tea  from  Great  Britain  while 
subjected  to  the  ])ayment  of  the  duty  imposed  thereon  by  the 
British  Parliament,  tlie  East  India  Company  there  have  been  so 
greatly  embarrassed  in  the  sale  of  their  teas,  that  they  have  at 
length  determined  (through  permission  of  Parliament)  to  export  a 
supply  for  the  Colonies  on  their  own  account.  Several  ships  have 
already  arrived  in  Boston  with  large  quantities  on  board,  and  seve- 
ral more  are  daily  expected ;  and  we  are  informed  that  the  said 
duty  will  be  paid  upon  all  such  teas. 

"  To  prevent,  therefore,  the  many  formidable  evils  consequent 
upon  the  success  of  this  alarming  and  subtle  attempt  to  rivet  the 
chains  of  oppression,  the  town,  after  mature  dehberation,  comes 
into  the  following  resolutions:  — 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  incumbent  duty  of  all  free  British 
subjects  in  America  to  unite  in  the  use  of  all  lawful  measures 
necessary  and  expedient  for  the  preservation  and  security  of  their 
rights  and  privileges,  civil  and  religious. 

2.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  town,  that  the  British  Parliament 
have  no  constitniional  authority  to  tax  these  Colonies  without  their 
own  consent ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  present  duty  laid  upon  tea, 
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iaiported  here  from  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  of  a  reyenue,  is 

a  tax  illegally  laid  upon  and  extorted  from  us. 

**  3.  That  said  India  Company's  exporting  their  own  teas  to  the 
Colonies,  while  charged  wiUi  said  duty,  has  a  direct  tendency  to 
ea^lish  said  revenue  acts. 

**  4.  That  we  will  exert  ourselves,  and  join  with  our  American 
hrethren,  in  adopting  and  prosecuting  all  legal  and  proper  measures 
to  discourage  and  prevent  the  landing,  storing,  and  vending  and 
ndng  those  teas  among  us ;  and  that  whosoever  shall  aid  or  assist 
aaid  India  Company,  their  factors  or  servants,  in  either  landing, 
storing,  or  selling  the  same,  does  a  manifest  injury  to  his  country, 
and  deserves  to  he  treated  with  severity  and  contempt 

**5.  That  we  are  ready  at  all  times,  in  conjunction  with  our 
American  hrethren,  as  loyal  subjects,  to  risk  our  lives  and  fortunes 
in  the  service  and  defence  of  His  Majesty's  person,  crown,  and  dig- 
nity ;  and  also,  as  a  free  people,  in  asserting  and  maintaining  invio- 
late our  civil  and  religious  rights  and  privileges  against  all  opposers 
whatever. 

"  6.  That  the  thanks  of  this  town  be  and  are  hereby  given  to 
our  worthy  brethren  of  the  town  of  Boston,  for  their  unwearied 
care  and  pains  in  endeavoring  to  preserve  our  rights  and  privileges 
free  from  innovation,  and  furnishing  this  and  our  other  towns  with 
copies  of  their  late  proceedings. 

"  Voted  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  and  proceedings  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  Boston." 

June  1,  1774  :  The  Boston  Port  Bill,  which  prohibited 
all  trade  by  water,  brought  the  great  question  to  its  issue. 
Every  one  here  was  asking,  Must  we  be  slaves  ?  Can  we  be 
free  ?  When  men's  labor  is  forbidden,  and  their  bread  fails, 
then  "bayonets  begin  to  think."  Our  fathers  now  felt  that 
the  hope  of  the  country  was  in  the  union  of  the  Colonies. 

Men  who  could  understand  these  acts  of  oppression,  and 
could  thus  talk,  were  ready  and  willing  to  act ;  and  their 
first  prophetic  deed  was  that  of  abstinence.  Nov.  14,  1774, 
Medford  voted  thus :  "  Resolved,  That,  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons sells  or  consumes  any  East  India  teas,  the  names  of  such 
persons  to  be  posted  up  in  some  public  place."  Again, 
**  Voted  that  we  will  not  use  East  India  teas  till  the  Acts  be 
repealed."  This  was  equivalent  to  cleaning  the  rifle,  and 
looking  into  the  cartridge-box. 

Medford  had  its  stock  of  powder  deposited  in  the  powder- 
house,  on  Quarry  Hill,  and,  on  the  27th  of  August,  1774, 
removed  it.  Governor  Gage  heard  that  the  powder  in  that 
house  was  fast  leaving  it ;  and,  as  he  called  it  the  "  king's 
powder,"  he  resolved  to  remove  it  to  Castle  William  (Fort 
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Indepenflence).  Accordingly,  '*  on  Thursday  momingi  Sep- 
tember 1,  about  half-past  fou^,  two  hundred  and  mif 
troops,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. -Col.  Maddison^  embarked 
at  Long  Wharf,  Boston,  in  thirteen  boats,  sailed  up  Mystic 
Biver,  landed  at  Temple's  farm  (Ten  Hills),  marched  to  the 
powder-house,  and  removed  all  the  powder  in  it,  two  hm- 
dred  and  fifty  half-barrels,  to  Castle  William/'  This  din- 
destine  act  of  power,  executed  on  the  very  borders  of 
Medford,  called  forth  here  the  deepest  indignation,  and  made 
every  man  ready  for  the  issue  which  it  foreshadowed..  It  ii 
impossible  now  to  conceive  of  the  excitement  which  thia  act 
produced. 

"  Five  boats "  had  been  built,  and  "  the  Selectmen  of 
Medford  were  ordered  to  take  a  party  of  men  to  Charlestown 
Neck,  to  launch  them,  and  carry  them  up  Mystic  Eiver," 
And  this  was  done. 

We  find  the  inhabitants  of  Medford  again  assembled ;  and, 
Feb.  1,  1775,  two  Representatives,  Benjamin  Hall,  and  Ste- 
phen Hall,  3d,  are  sent  to  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Cam- 
bridge.    Medford  now,  as  one  man,  enrolled  itself,  and  stood 
ready  at  the  first  tap  of  the  drum.     Signs  of  terrible  portent 
abound ;  and  soon  comes  the  19th  of  April.     A  beacon-fiie 
has  been  lighted ;  a  horseman  rides  tit  full  speed  through 
the  streets  of  Medford ;  the  bell  rings,  drums  beat,  all  doon 
fly  open.     The  awful  tidings  have  already  spread  over  the 
county,  and  will  soon  penetrate  the  adjoining  States.    The 
workshops,  the  brickyards,  the  counting-houses,  and  the  corn- 
fields are  all  deserted.     The  horse  is  suddenly  loosed  firoffl 
the  plough,  and  the  plough  left  in  the  furrow.     Women  col- 
lect to  ask  if  they  can  do  any  thing,  and  then  hasten  to  help 
fathers,  husbands,  and  sons.     All  eyes  are  strained  to  see,  ^ 
ears  to  hear,  and  every  heart  palpitates  as  before  the  ligt** 
ning  flash  of  an  overhanging  cloud.     The  time  has  cont>*" 
The  British  regulars  are  marching  from  Boston  to  LexingtX>5 
for  plunder  and  hostility.     Patriotism  reddens  every  AmeX^' 
can  cheek  at  the  announcement  of  this  fact.     The  heart  ^^ 
the  whole  town  moves  as  by  one  pulsation.     There  needs  i*^ 
conscription  here.     All  are  ready.      The  auroral  blush  O* 
liberty  is  in  the  sky.     They  seize  their  rifle  and  their  fowl" 
ing-piece,  they  fill  their  powder-horn  and  cartridge-box,  the^ 
store  their  knapsack  and  roll  up  their  blanket;  and  then/ 
with  quickened  step  and  firm  resolve,  heart  answering  U? 
heart,  the  fearless  patriot  band  take  up  their  solemn  march 
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o  meet  the  foe.  Some  Medford  minute-meii  soon  joined  the 
ranks  of  their  neighbors  from  Reading,  who  had  volunteered 
ilready,  under  the  command  of  their  gallant  young  physician, 
Tohn  Brooks. 

The  Medford  Company,  fifty-nine  in  all,  were  out  early  on 
their  march  to  the  scene  of  danger,  and,  for  five  days,  were 
in  active  service.  The  maxim  at  Medford  was  this :  "  Every 
citizen  a  soldier,  every  soldier  a  patriot." 

A  Medford  farmer,  at  the  West  End,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of 
the  march  of  the  British  towards  Lexington,  ran  to  his  house, 
seized  his  gun,  and  made  ready  for  departure.  Dinner  was 
on  the  table,  but  he  would  not  stop.  His  wife  exclaimed, 
"  Why,  husband,  you  are  not  going  without  your  dinner ! " 
"Yes,  I  am,"  he  replied;  "I  am  going  to  take  powder  and 
balls  for  my  dinner  to-day,  or  to  give  them  some." 

These  were  times  when  men  had  reasons  shorter  than 
*  logic.  Their  minds  glowed  like  the  burning  furnace ;  and 
to  put  a  stop  to  British  oppression  they  were  resolved.  God 
and  freedom  now  became  watchwords.  They  felt  that  every 
true  American  was  their  ally ;  and  they  knew  that  the  first 
ihot  fired  at  their  neighbors  at  Lexington  would  convert 
every  citizen  in  the  Colony  to  a  minute-man  and  a  soldier. 
These  ancestors  of  ours  were  men ;  they  have  the  right  to 
be  called  men  ;  and,  with  such  men,  liberty  is  safe.  How 
fiundy,  at  this  day,  can  we  conceive  of  the  electric  enthusiasm 
.,   of  the  19th  of  April !     It  seemed 

"  As  if  the  very  earth  again 

Grew  quick  with  God's  creating  breath ; 

And,  from  the  sods  of  grove  and  glen, 

Kose  ranks  of  lion-hearted  men 
To  battle  to  the  death." 

The  number  belonging  to  Medford  who  were  killed  on 
^  day  is  not  known.  A  worthy  old  man  told  us  that  he 
hew  of  four  who  fell :  William  Polly  and  Henry  Putnam, 
^  Concord ;  and  a  man  named  Smith,  and  another  named 
Francis,  in  West  Cambridge.  The  two  last  mentioned  Were 
Wled  by  the  flank  guard  of  the  British,  on  the  retreat  to 
Boston. 

William  Polly  was  brought  to  Medford  alive,  but  died  of 
iis  wounds  April  25. 

The  Medford  men  followed  the  retreating  British  from 
Wngton  woods  to  Charlestown  ferry,  and  shot  their  last 
Wl  during  the  embarkation. 
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IVIcclford  men  were  with  Washington  at  Monmouth,  at 
Brandy  wine,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Delaware,  and  in  oth.er 
places,  and  Ibught  bravely  for  the  liberties  and  independence 
of  their  country. 

Mr.  Nowell,  in  his  diaiy,  kept  a£  I^Mrtoii^  fajxs  tb^  fol- 
lowing :  —  J 

"  Aug.  6, 1775  :  SkhtniBliing  up  Mistick  River.  Several^e^era 
bnmglit  over  here  wounded.  Tbe  hcmse  at  F^tiii  y  Ferryp  lUdeQ 
Bide,  burnt."  *^  Aug.  13.  —  Sieveral  gondaloes  .-^ikd  up  flBiick 
River,  upon  which  the  ProvindilB  and  Hjj^md  a  .-^IkmiL]]  fmrnf 
shots  exchanged,  but.  nothing  deci*ive.*jl^^^"**l  i  ,-^_— /M 

It  appears  from  these  records  in0Mk>ipii 
incursions  here,  but  were  promptl|r  met  and  re|»alBed  hj  our 
fathers.     This  event  put  the  oiilD^itarits 
state  of  watchfulness  and  defencse  at  the  \ 
of  the  He  volution.  ^ 

A  detachment  of  troops  from  the  army  at^ 
ordered  east;    andj*  on  the    13th   September, 
encamped  for  the  night  in  IMcdlbrd,  having  " 
as  their  commander. 

After  the  battles*  of  Lexington  and  Concord,  our  ^ 
fathers  felt  themselves  pledged  to  the  cause,  and^ 
anxiety  arose  about  the  selection  of  their  Bepresentative  to 
the  General  Court.  They  felt  tliat  the  most  momentous 
questions  might  come  up  for  discussion,  and  thxt'the  decision 
of  Massachusetts  might  be  final.  The  gentleman  they  first 
chose  declined.  The  choice  then  fell  on  Capt.  Thomas 
llrooks,  as  a  man  whose  solid  judgment,  characteristic  deci- 
sion, and  burning  patriotism,  fitted  him  for  the  trying  emer- 
gencies. So  ably  and  promptly  did  he  fill  his  trust,  that  the 
town  elected  him  eight  times  in  succession.  From  his  own 
farm  he  supplied  the  army  with  wood  while  in  Charlestown 
and  on  Winter  HilL 

June  10|  1776 :  The  Selectmen  assemble  the  inhaUtauts 
of  Medford  for  this  high  and  solemn  purpose,  namely :  ^^ 

**  To  know  the  minds  of  the  town,  —  whether,  should  iSLe  Honors 
able  Congress,  for  the  safety  of  the  said  Colonies,  deciare  them  inde- 

peuffrnt  (Tfthe  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain^  they,  tlie  said  inhabitanis. 
will  solemnly  engage,  >vith  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  support 
them  in  the  measure. 

**  Voted  in  the  alfirmative,  umimnwvslyy 

The  Decliiration  of  Independence  was  read  from  the  pul- 


^ 
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pit  in  Medford  on  the  first  Sunday  after  its  arriyaL  After 
this^  the  question  of  preparing  and  adopting  a  form  of  free, 
representative  government  came  before  every  mind  with  deep 
impressiveness  ;  and  Sept  SO,  1776,  found  our  fathers  assem- 
bled to  discuss  it.  They  voted  that  they  were  "  ready  for  a 
constitution  and  a  form  of  government  for  the  future." 
That  year,  for  the  first  and  only  time,  two  representatives 
were  chosen,  —  Captain  Thomas  Brooks,  and  Mr.  Stephen 
Hall,  «d. 

When  towns  were  dissatisfied  with  any  laws,  it  was  usual 
to  instruct  their  representative  to  *'  declare  against  them." 

The  expenses  of  war  were  borne  without  a  murmur  in 
Medford ;  and  every  person  made  a  cheerful  sacrifice  of 
whatever  was  necessary  to  promote  the  cause  of  freedom. 
In  1776,  the  inhabitants  tax  themselves  £226,  in  addition  to 
the  current  expenses  of  the  year. 

March  3,  1777 :  "  Voted  to  raise  our  quota  of  men  for  the 
fifteen  battalions  for  the  Continental  army." 

Sept.  22,  1777 :  The  town  voted  to  raise  £778.  As.  for  the 
expenses  of  the  war. ' 

During  these  hard  times,  Medford  had  two  ministers  to 
support,  and  Mr.  Osgood  asked  for  more  salary.  The  town, 
March  2,  1778,  granted  him  £100  as  a  gratuity. 

May  25,  1778 :  "  Voted  to  pay  each  person  six  shillings 
per  day  who  served  under  Capt.  Blaney,  as  soldiers  for  Med- 
ford, last  winter." 

"  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  the  Committee  for  supply- 
ing the  families  of  the  Continental  soldiers." 

May  28,  1778:  "Voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  £1,400  to- 
wards defraying  the  charges  of  the  town  the  ensuing  year." 

Nov.  30 :  "  Voted  to  raise  £1,600,  in  addition  to  the  £1,400 
voted  last  May." 

1779  :  William  Earl,  of  Medford,  was  **  powder-monkey  " 
on  board  the  ship-of-war  Ban  Homme  Richard,  Sept.  28, 
1779,  then  commanded  by  Capt.  Paul  Jones.  On  that  day, 
the  captain  encountered  the  British  ship-of-war  Serapis, 
greatly  his  superior  in  force ;  and,  after  a  most  desperate  and 
bloody  engagement  off  Flamborough  Head,  he  captured  her. 
Young  Earl  lost  his  leg  in  that  battle,  and  afterwards  received 
a  pension.  He  pursued,  in  Medford,  the  trade  of  a  tailor. 
He  was  a  good  citizen,  and  a  good  singer. 

1779 :  Voted  to  raise  £3,000  for  current  expenses,  and  to 
borrow  ^12,000  for  three  months. 

20 
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Oct.  18,  1779:  "Voted  to  raise  $7,380  to  pay  the  rol- 
diers." 

June  29, 1781 :  '*  Voted  to  raise  £400  towards  purchansg 
the  beef,  and  £270  for  purchasing  the  clothing." 

July  30,  1781:  "Voted  to  raise  £200  in  specie  for  rail- 
ing the  men." 

These  items  show  any  thing  but  backwardness  in  sustain- 
ing the  cause  of  independence. 

The  people  of  Massachusetts  felt  the  need  of  a  Constitution, 
or  form  of  civil  government.  A  convention  for  drafting  one 
was  called,  and  they  present  the  result  of  their  labors  Feb. 
28,  1778.  In  drafting  this  Constitution,  the  legislature 
acted  as  a  Convention.  They  sat  at  Cambridge- 
May  25,  1778 :  The  inhabitants  of  Medford  express  their 
opinion.     The  record  runs  thus :  — 


"  The  Constitution  and  form  of  government  being  read,  it ' 
put  to  vote ;  and  there  appeared  to  be  thirteen  in  favor  of  it,  and 
twenty-three  against  it." 

"  The  Constitution  for  Massachusetts  Bay  "  was  rejected. 

The  question,  whether  the  State  desired  a  Constitution^ 
was  put ;  and  our  records.  May  17,  1779,  have  the  follow- 
ing:— 

"  Put  to  vote,  —  Whether  the  town  choose  at  this  time  to  have  a 
new  Constitution  or  form  of  government  made.  Yeas,  22 ;  nays, 
15." 

They  appoint  a  Committee  to  instruct  their  RepresentatiTe 
(Capt.  Thomas  Brooks),     The  record  is  thus:  — 

"May  17,  1779:  The  Committee  appointed  to  instruct  their 
Representative  relative  to  forming  a  new  Constitution  of  civil 
government  in  this  State  report,  —  That  said  Representative  use 
his  best  endeavors  and  influence,  that,  if  the  General  Court  are 
empowered  by  the  majority  of  freeholders  of  said  State  to  call  a 
convention  to  form  said  Constitution  of  government,  said  conven- 
tion may  consist  of  no  person  or  persons  belonging  to  said  General 
Court" 

A  new  movement  was  made,  and  another  convention 
called ;  separate  counties  held  preparatory  meetings ;  and, 
October,  1779,  Stephen  Willis,  3d,  was  chosen  Delegate  to 
meet  in  convention  at  Concord.  When  the  town  came  to 
act  on  the  doings  of  this  convention,  as  they  regarded  a  new 
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Coti^ttitioii  of  civil  government  for  the  State^  the  record 
flays :  — 

**  Juljr  2i\  1779  :  The  wliolc  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
jat  Concord  was  read,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  then  voted  upon 
I  fitparateJjT ;  and  U  was  unantmouslj  voted  thai  we  conapl/  with  the 

The  draft  of  the  new  Constitution  for  Massachusetts  was 
lltt  last  prepared;  andj  May  28^  1780,  Medford  accepted  it, 
'■with   a   few  exceptions.     The  record  is    as  follows*     The 

^Committee  report :  — 

'  We  apprehend  ihftt  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Coun- 
^cil^  should,  in  the  re«es3  of  the  Geoeral  Court,  be  vested  with  the 
r  power,  on  ipecia]  occasions,  in  time  of  war  and  rebellion,  to  order 

the  militia  out  of  this  State  to  the  as^sistance  of  a  neighboring  State ; 

and  ilmt  the  said  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council*  sliat!  not 
Ihe  empowered  to  continue  the  miUtia  out  of  this  State,  on  the 
F aforesaid  emergencie^Si  tor  a  longer  space  than  thirty  days  at  one 

time,   without   the   consent  of  the    General   Court-      Yeas,   4*J ; 

Concerning  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  we  are  of  opinion  that 

'  L>uld  not  be  susjiended  hy  the  Legislature,  on  any  account,  for 

ager  space  of  time  than  six  months,     Ufiaaimoujsly,  39- 

'We  are  of  opinion  that  no  person  ought  to  be  elected  a  Dele- 

gmta  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  who  is  not  possessed  of 

propertyj  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  the  value  of  £600*  cur- 

^^rency,  according  to  the  Convention.     Unanimously,  39  votes* 

^ft     ^  We  should  he  pleased  if  the  above  alterations  might  be  made 

^■in  the  said  Constitution,  but  mean  not  that  said  alterations  should 

prevent  the  establiBbmeot  of  said  Constitution  at  the  next  session 

|€>f  said  Convention, 
k  Edwakd  Brooks,! 

[  Sim  OK  TnFTS,  >  Committee* 

I  Aaizon  Hall,        j 

I  **  Voted  unanimously  to  accept,  by  S9  votes. 
I  "  Voted  to  accept  of  the  first  Section  of  the  second  Chapter  of 
KAid  ConsUtulion,  styled  Gmemarj  with  the  foregoing  amendment, 
pfeas,  4d ;  nays,  5. 
I  "  Ckjucerning  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  (Chap.  vi.  Art*  7),  voted 
iiaanimously  to  accept  it^  with  the  foregoing  amendment  39  votes. 
*  The  dcdaration  of  rights  was  unanimously  accepted  (except 
||he  third  article),  by  44  votes.  The  third  article  being  particularly 
ii#cui;sed,  a  vole  was  called  for ;  28  for  and  G  against  it* 

The  constitution  of  government  (Chap,  i.  Sect  1),  styled 
iGnn^ral  Ctmrt^  was  unanimously  accepted.     83  rotes* 
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^The  second  Section  of  same  Chapter,  styled  Sematar^  omI- 
mouRly  accepted.     26  votes. 

"The  third  Section,  same  Chapter,  styled  Repn9tniaHv9$^vam' 
mously  accepted.    23  votes. 

"  All  the  remainder  of  said  publication  was  nnanimoosly  aooeptai 
(with  the  foregoing  amendments),  by  23  votes,  one-half  of  the  p«^ 
pic  having  before  withdrawn." 

Stephen  Hall,  3d,  was  the  Delegate  from  Medfbrd  to 
form  the  Constitution  of  1780.  The  conventioii  sat  at  Cam- 
bridge from  Sept.  1,  1779,  to  March  2,  1780. 

After  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  the  form  used  in 
warning  town-meetings  was  changed,  and  they  warned  "in 
the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts." 

Thus  established  under  a  Republican  Constitution  of  their 
own  making,  our  ancestors  felt  as  if  they  had  passed  from  a 
state  of  minority  to  a  state  of  manhood.  The  first  electioB, 
therefore,  under  this  new  political  charter,  was  an  event  of 
deep  interest.  They  wished  to  set  an  example  of  wise  selec* 
tion,  disinterested  patriotism,  and  fraternal  unanimity,  which 
might  serve  for  an  example  to  all  future  times.  They  did 
so.  They  selected  intelligent  statesmen,  true  patriots,  and 
professing  Christians.  The  first  election  took  place  Sept  4, 
1780 ;  ani,  in  Medford,  the  votes  stood  thus:  — 


John  Hancock 


For  GovemoT> 
.     30  I  James  Bowdoin 


20 


For  Lieutenant- Governor, 


Artemus  Ward  . 
lirnjamin  Lincoln 
John  Hancock 


30 
9 
3 


James  Bowdoin  . 
Thomas  Cushing  . 
Benjamin  Grenleaf 


For  Senators  and  Councillors. 


Col.  Cummings  . 
Stephen  Hall,  3d 
William  Baldwin . 
Josiah  Stone  .  . 
Nathaniel  Gorham 
James  Dix  .  •  • 
Eleaxer  Brooks    . 


23 
13 
11 
34 
24 
25 
24 


Abraham  Fuller  . 
Oliver  Prescott    . 
Samuel  Thatcher 
Thomas  Brooks    • 
Samuel  Curtis 
Benjamin  Hall     • 


2 
1 

1 


18 
S 
5 


Here  we  find  two  candidates  for  each  office  ;  thus  partie^ 
inseparable  from  a  state  of  free  inquiry  and  equal  rights, 
revealed  themselves  at  once.     The  question  being  settled^ 
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the  next  election  showed  great  unanimity,  and  recognized 
that  central  principle  of  majority  which  lies  at  the  basis  of 
our  civil  liberties.  The  Constitution  provided  that  the 
annual  election  should  take  place  in  April ;  thus  giving  the 
fiurmers  the  winter  to  think  of  it,  and  an  occasion  of  finishing 
it  before  planting. 

April  2,  1781 :  The  first  in  the  series  of  the  annual  elec- 
tions took  place  on  this  day ;  and  the  votes,  in  Medford, 
stood  thus :  — 


Far  Governor, 
John  Hancock      .    . 


24 


For  Lieutenant- Governor • 
Thomas  Cashing  ....    20 


For  Senators, 


Seth  Gorham 22 

James  Prescott     ....     22 
John  Tyng 22 


Abraham  Fuller  .     .    .    •    22 
Josiah  Stone 22 


The  State  government  took'  up  the  cause  of  independence 
with  wisdom  and  power.  At  this  time,  a  levy  of  clothing 
and  beef  for  the  army  was  made  by  it,  and  our  records"  show 
that  Medford  raised  its  share  with  promptitude. 

The  second  annual  election  of  State  officers  was  like  the 
third,  which,  in  Medford,  stood  thus  :  — 


For  Governor, 
John  Hancock      .    .    .    •    45 


For  Lieutenant- Governor, 
Thomas  Cashing  ....     44 


For  Senators. 


Ebenezer  Bridge  ....    37 

Josiah  Stone 36 

Abraham  Fuller  ....    37 


Eleazer  Brooks 
Jonas  Dix  .  . 
Joseph  Hosmer 


87 
8 


At  the  fourth  annual  election,  April  7,  1783,  Governor 
Hancock  had,  in  Medford,  36  votes  ;  Lieutenant-Governor 
Gushing,  30.  Each  Senator  had  24.  These  facts  show 
J^markable  political  harmony  in  the  town. 

The  recognition  of  independence  by  the  mother  country 
caused  a  day  of  thanksgiving  in  Medford,  which  the  aged  among 
^  remember.  There  were  meetings  and  feastings  and  congra- 
Wations  and  rejoicings  without  number.  It  seemed  here  as 
rf  the  whole  heavens  were  filled  with  rainbows.  So  intoxi- 
cated with  hope  were  our  fathers,  that  they  doubtless  pre- 
•'Uued  that  two  blades  of  grass  would  henceforth  grow  where 
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iierlT  anion.  To  draft  such  a  constitution  required 
•i^umas,  Lycurguses,  and  Solons  of  the  land.  There 
the  countTT,  the  wisdom^  the  learning,  the  patriot- 
i  the  Tirtue  necessarr  for  the  stupendous  and  all- 
ot work ;  but  attending  circumstances  were,  in  some 
,  unpropitious.  Differing  opinions  and  opposite 
»y  state  rights  and  state  sovereignties  already  estab- 
he  disbanded  soldiers  sowing  discontent  and  immora- 
3ng  the  citizens,  the  enormous  public  and  private 
be  unwarrantably  large  importations  of  foreign  mer- 
*,  the  draining  of  the  specie  from  the  country,  and 
'  of  a  political  chaos,  —  all  these  fertile  sources  of 
fndered  the  formation  of  a  durable  federal  compact  a 

labor.  March  10,  1787,  a  convention  of  delegates 
e  several  States  was  agreed  upon,  who  should  prepare 

of  government  which  should  **  render  the  Federal 
ition  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  government  and 
servation  of  the  Union."      This  convention  was  to 

Philadelphia  on  the  second  Monday  of  May  next. 
*neral  Court  appoint  Francis  Dana,  Elbridge  Gerry, 
iel  Gorham,  Sufus  King,  and  Caleb  Strong  as  Dele- 
Dm  Massachusetts. 

is  juncture,  the  late  requisition  of  Congress,  Aug.  2, 
or  $3,777,062,  calls  on  our  Commonwealth  to  pay 
ortion,  which  was  $324,746.  The  murmurs  of  the 
under  what  they  deemed  excessive  taxation,  became 
id  emphatic.  There  were  those  who  were  ready  to 
■ebellion  against  the  government,  and  throw  the  whole 
f  American  liberty  in  ruins.  This  suicidal  sophistry 
;5  advocate  in  Shays,  who  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a 
'  force  of  eleven  hundred  men.  The  Governor  of 
lusetts  ordered  out  four  thousand  four  hundred  troops 
ia  and  four  compapies  of  artillery,  who,  under  Gren. 
,  marched  to  Worcester,  Jan.  22.  General  Shepherd 
)ssession  of  the  arsenal  at  Springfield,  and,  on  the 

that  month,  encountered  Shays,  and  soon  scattered 
lerents  to  the  four  winds,  lea^'ing  upon  the  field 
f  them  killed,  and  one  wounded.  This  base  attempt 
Ive  the  country  in  civil  war  being  thus  promptly  and 
crushed,  while  it  united  anew  the  friends  of  freedom  and 
put  a  final  check  to  further  insurrections.  We  have 
led  these  facts  to  show  the  fidelity  of  our  Medford 
i  to  the  cause  of  their  country ;  for  no  sooner  had  this 
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subversiye  moyement  been  taken,  than  our  town  Totei  iii 
entire  disapprobation  of  the  traitorous  scheme,  and  offitn  tD 
pay  any  soldiers  who  would  volunteer  to  put  it  down.  Yong 
men  went,  and  they  were  paid  accordingly. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  adopted  }ff 
Massachusetts,  Feb.  6,  1788,  in  its  Legislature,  by  a  vote  of 
187  yeas.  There  were  168  nays.  This  memorable  instn- 
ment,  which,  among  its  other  agencies,  was  to  establish  n 
equitable  system  of  taxation,  regulate  trade,  and  secure  pro- 
perty, was  also  to  inaugurate  order  and  peace,  to  foster  coia* 
merce,  encourage  agriculture,  and  promote  useful  arts.  Our 
ancestors  felt  satisfied  with  its  provisions,  and  were  not  dii- 
appointed  in  its  promises. 

At  this  time  arose  the  two  great  parties,  the  "  FederaKsti" 
and  "Antifcderalists ; "  the  one  supporting,  and  the  other 
opposing,  our  present  Constitution.  The  name  "  Antifede- 
ralist "  was  soon  dropped,  and  that  of  "  Republican  **  sabiti- 
tuted. 

Provided  with  two  constitutions,  one  for  their  native  Stili^ 
and  the  other  for  their  country,  the  time  had  now  arrived  fif 
the  organization  of  a  general  government ;  and  the  citiieni 
of  the  United  States  now  collect  in  their  several  towns,  and, 
for  the  first  time,  give  in  their  votes  for  a  President  of  the 
liepublic'  The  ballot  for  electors  was  unanimous,  and  stood 
thus,  in  Medford,  Dec.  18,  1788 :  — 

Hon.  Judge  Dana     ...     25  |  Gen.  John  Bxx)ok8     ...    2^ 

The  government  of  the  country  being  now  administered 
by  President  Washington  with  wisdom,  power,  and  economyi 
several  years  of  quietness  and  prosperity  gave  rest  to  the 
public  mind.  Our  town  had  little  else  to  do  than  accord 
with  the  general  acts  of  Congress.  When  the  Father  of  hil 
Country  chose  to  decline  a  third  election  to  the  Presidencji 
the  preference  of  our  town  for  Mr.  Adams,  as  his  sucoessori 
was  imequivocally  shown ;  and  when  this  patriot  stood  call* 
didate  a  second  time,  and  was  successfully  opposed  by  Mr. 
Jefierson,  Medford,  Nov.  7,  1796,  adhered  to  the  son  of 
Massachusetts,  in  a  unanimous  vote  of  41,  given  for  Benja* 
min  Ilall,  as  elector. 

The  death  of  General  Washington,  in  December,  1799| 
touched  every  American  heart  as  a  family  bereavement.  Its 
announcement  came  to  every  one  as  a  paralytic  shock,  and 
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ch  one  felt  as  if  his  strength  had  been  suddenly  withdrawn, 
lo  sooner  had  the  mournful  tidings  reached  Medfordj  than 
he  inhabitants  came  together,  and,  Jan*  ^^  1800,  expressed 

beir  sorrow  at  the  sad  event,  Tesolving  by  vote,  — 

•  That  the  town  will  pay  suitable  respect  to  tha  memory  of  tbe 
t  General  George  Washinj^ton ;  and  that  a  Committee  of  eleven 

t  dbmea  to  make  the  prop<^r  arrange  men  ts«^' 

In  the  printed  order  of  services,  *'  evincive  of  their  deep 
ret,"  the  Committee  request  as  follows :  — 

*  L  At  one  o'clock,  p,ii*,  the  stores  and  shops  of  the  town  to  he 
liat    The  bell  is  to  toll  from  one  o'clock  till  the  procession  shall 

rive  at  the  meeting-house.  The  inhabitants  to  assemble  at  Union 
liill,  with  a  black  crape  or  ribbon  upon  the  loft  arm,  above  the 
slbow,  as  moorDing.  The  j^cholars  of  the  town  school  to  join  the 
procession  in  a  body>  The  procession  to  move  at  two  o^clockj 
Oader  the  direction  of  the  Committee. 

**  2,  Females,  of  all  ages^  are  requested  to  wear  black  ribbons, 
»d  10  he  seated  in  the  meeting -house  before  the  arrival  of  the  pro- 
l^easion, 

'  d*  Male  strangers  are  requested  to  join  the  proceaston. 
I   ""^  After  the  procession  is  seated,  music,  suited  to  the  oeca* 

**  5*  Prayer,  by  the  Rev,  Dr*  Osgood* 

"*6»  Music. 

•*  7*  Eulogy,  by  the  Hon.  John  Brooks,  Esq. 

^'  6,  Music    After  which,  the  beU  to  toll  till  sunset.'* 

Every   thing  was  thus   done  by  the  town  which   could 

Express  grief  at  the  loss,  or  respect  for  the  memory,  of  the 

l^ftuerated  chie£     General  Johu  Brooks,  the  companion  in 

Be  of  the  illustrious  warrior,  and  one  of  his  favorite  friends, 

'aa  the  person,  of  all  others^  to  deliver  the  public  eulogy  ;  and 

\  was  done  on  the  thirteenth  of  January,     On  that  day  all 

toainess  was  suspended  as  ou  the  sacred  sabbath,  the  shops 

Uosed,  the  flags  at  half-mast,  the  meeting-house  robed  in 

bbck,  and  every  inhabitant  dressed  in  mourning  apparel ; 

fid  these  badges  were  continued  for  thirty  days.     In  form- 

Ih^  the  funeral  procession,  the  children  of  the  town  preceded  ; 

lOitj  military,  with  muffled  drums,  were  in  attendance,  as  an 

[escort;  and  the  officers  of  the  town,  the  chaplain,  and  the 

I,  were  accompanied  by  strangers  of  distinction.     The 

Etg-houfle,  as  the  writer  well  remembers,  was  crowded 

>  utmost  capacity  ;  and  the  fuueral  music  and  impressive 

21 
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prayern  were  in  proper  keeping  with  the  solemnities  of  tfa 
commemoration.  The  euloj^v.  prepared  in  a  short  time,  vh 
r.he  OMtllowing  of  a  warm  and  alflicted  hearL  It  wa 
In  plain,  strong  Uneniage,  and  narrated,  with  lucid 
the  prominent  tact:)  in  Wa;shini?ton*9  liie,  and  the  soIiaC 
fpatares  of  his  character.  It  wad  printed  with  the  SoJiawiBg 
titlepajQ^ft :  — 

••  An  Riiloi»7  on  General  Wjwhinjrton,  delivered  before  the  iiih»- 
hitflntrf  of  the  town  of  Medforri.  agreeably  to  their  vote,  and  M  thi 
r^qiK'flt  of  their  Commirtee,  on  the  13th  of  January,  1800.  Bf 
John  Brooke,  A.M..  M.M.S.,  and  A.A.S.  Printed  by  Samnel  lUS, 
So.  .'io,  Com  hi  11,  liojston." 

We  ^ve  a  few  extracts,  and  select  the  following  beanie 
they  are  short :  — 

^The  interju notion  of  public  eulogies  with  funeral  solemnitieiii 
a  practice  neither  novel  nor  unusual.     Emanating  trom  the  strcngjtk 
and  poignance  of  <vrief  for  departed  merit,  it  is  the  expression  cf  a 
affection  of  the  human  heart  which  may  be  beneficially  indnlgei 
.  .  .  Vain  would  be  the  attempts  of  the  most  accomplished  eokh 
f(iAt  U»  do  justice  U)  a  character  so  transcendently  illustrious  as  tbii 
of  our  late  dear  and  much-loved  Washington.  ...  So  long  M 
wisdom  :<hall  he  revered,  talents  command  respect,  or  virtue  inspin  , 
e^t^'.em,  m  Ion j;  will  the  American  breast  exult  that  he  was  a  natira 
of   thin  western  world.  .  .  .  After  the  wanton  conflagratioQ  lai 
capture  of  our  M^Utr  Charlestown,  and  the  untimely  death  of  the 
hopf-fiil  Warren,  the  animating  presence  of  Washington,  who  w« 
r'-.ceived  by  our  army  at  (,'amhridge,  in  July,  1775,  elevated  the 
dr/K>j)ing  spirita  of  the  troops,  then  forming  the  tardy  blockade  of 
f^oHt/in.     Withotit  di.sci{>line,  badly  armed,  and  destitute  of  artilleiy 
and  nvHry  description  of  military  stores,  no  operations  against  tlie 
enemy  ^oiild  be  warrantabiy  undertaken  until  the  spring  of  the 
year  1770.     In  confterjuence  of  the  approaches  which  better  nip- 
plie^  h;id  enahlr:d  the  army  to  make  against  the  enemy,  Genenl 
Washington  then  compelled  them  to  abandon  our  capital  ...  He 
maintained,  through  all  vicissitudes,  a  virtuous  empire  over  the 
afPe/rtions  of  his  countrymen.  .  .  .  General  Washington,  in  whom 
were  c/>mbined  the  fine  polish  of  Attic  refinement  with  the  stem- 
ne.4fl  of  Spartan  virtue,  resisted  their  solicitations  with  address,  and 
their  menar^'fi  with  firmness;  and  the  faithful  guardian  of  his  coun- 
try's safety  and  honor,  obeying  the  dictates  of  a  severe  but  impos- 
ing \nA\cjf  MMHigned  the  hapless  Andre  to  the  destiny  of  a  spy. . . . 
Such  is  the   structure  and  imbecility  of  the  human  mind,  that 
praise  is  excee^iingly  prone  to  destroy  its  eqoihbrium;  but  the 
Aristides,  an  well  as  the  Fabius,  of  the  age,  neither  deftpondent  in 
adversity  nor  elated  with  success,  preserved  a  philosophical  eqaa- 
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amid  tb^  most  copioas  effusions  of  entbtisiasm  and  piuie- 

ie ;  aad  when  a  Ci^i^ar  woald  h&ve  a^sutued  tbe  purple,  or  a 

%w^U  tisQfp^d  the  praleetor^bip,  k^  resigned  with   eagerness 

:  prood  iDjlgnla  of  caminand,  and  converted  tbe  splendid  weapotta 

war  iuto  the  bumble  implements  of  the  arts  of  peace*  •  •  -  The 

of  Wa^ibingtaa  b  pronounced  witb  pleasure  and  with  pride 

*Jh^  people  of  every  civilized  nation  on  earth.  .  *  -  Thus  waa 

geh4ored  friend,  tbe  Fatreh  of  his  CotrxriiT*  §reai  in 

in  peace^  greai  in  life^  and  great  in  lAe  nmmmi  4>f  his 

•  *  .  Wbkt  though  his  oo^e  manly,  graceful  form  be 

uag  with  its  native  dust;  jet  Wa^blngtos^  &tili  livea 

Yes:  he  lives  in  bis  matcble^i  ej:ampiei  he  fives  in 

XtBmuA  of  wisdom  tbat  Bowed  from  \m  pen ;  he  Uvea  in  our 

f  md  in  Ibe  hearts  of  a  grateful  country ;  he  live^,  transport- 

\  lliOil^ht !  resplendent  in  glory,  In  the  realms  of  ceaseless  day/' 

I  Tlie  RaT-  Dr.  Osgood  preached  aa  appropriate  sermon  to 

people  on  the  great  subject  i    the  town  voted  to  print 

[  iDd  to  append  to  it  Washington^a  *^  Farewell  Address," 

Ami  to  give  a  copy  to  each  family  in  town.     Wben 

ibimary  2€   arriTed,  the  meeting^hQase  in   Medford  was 

for  religiouB  exercises,   and    the    day  was    kept  ag 

Duiing  the  pre^dential  canvass,  in  1300,  party  lines  began 
I    14  a^ujne  definiteness,  and  that  great  contest  of  parties  arose 
^Wdcb  ha£  vexed  and  steadied  tlie  nation  ever  since.     Med- 
^■rd  took  atrongly  the  side  of  opposition  to  the  policy  of  Mr. 
fpeSersoQ  and   his  immediate   s accessor,  and   sustained  the 
ffeate  government  in  a  similar  course.     When  the  embargo 
of  1807  was  laid,  the  people  of  Medford  felt  indignant.     So 
lieit  the  sea,  and  so  dependent  on  commerce,  they  became 
great  sufferers.     Tbe  sloop  and  schooner  crafl  of  our  river 
Wime  liable  to  irritating  detentions  ou  their  shortest  coast- 
wise trips,  and  could  not  undertake  any  profitable  trade. 
Commerce,  for  the  time,  was  struck  dead*     Fishermen  could 
aot  sell  their  fish,  or  carry  them  where  a  market  could  be 
hktl ;  men  unaccoBtomed  to  manufactures  could  not  engage 
h  them  witb  profit ;  agriculture  could  be  rendered  available 
^?  in  small  degrees ;  merchants,  who  would  have  bad  car- 
goes in  every  clime,  were  anchored  in  idleness  per  force ; 
mecfaanicsi  whom  commerce  fed>  were  reduced  to  want  \  and, 
ia  short,  a  general  paralysis  struck  down  the  labor  and  enter 
iwfee  of  the  North.     By  recurring  to  the  votes  for  Governor 
aad  members  of  Congress,  during  these  two  or  three  years, 
il  will  be  seen  how  almost  unanimously  the  inhabitants  of 
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Medfard  went  against  the  plans  and  poliej  of  the  cmttti 
gore  mm  en  t. 

When  the  war  with  Great  Britain  was  declared,  Jime  18, 
1812,  the  town  of  Mcdford  took  decisive  stand  figainst 
measure  of  Mr*  Madisonj  and  in  their  opposition 
cheered  and  strengthened  by  their  pastor,  who  seized  B' 
occasion  that  ofiered  to  hurl  the  thunders  of  the  Old 
New  Testament,  and  his  own  also,  upon  the  autliors  of 
"abominable  wickedneBs,"  The  country  sustained 
government  \  and  the  good  effects  which  were  anrid; 
from  this  eeries  of  measures  showed  themselves  at  Ia?t,  am 
are  now  making  New  England  rich  and  strong.  The  "  Uaft 
ford  Convention,"  which  was  called  in  the  midst  of  the  coan* 
try's  struggle  and  gloom  ^  Deeember,  1814,  had  one  tneinbcr 
from  Med  ford.  That  convention  was  supposed  to  be  patri- 
otic and  wise  in  its  inception^  but  is  now  believed  by  maaj 
to  have  ended  in  words  and  smoke. 

The  selection  of  General  John  Brooks,  as  candidate  for  the 
office  of  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  gratified  the  people  of 
Medford  ;  and,  if  party  ties  could  have  been  sundered^  it  it 
believed  he  would  have  received  the  vote  of  every  individual 
in  the  town.  As  it  was,  few  only  voted  against  him ;  asdf 
through  seven  elections,  Medford  stood  by  its  son  wkh 
unaltered  aHection.  Ills  refusal  to  continue  in  oiGce  casti 
gloom  through  every  family.  Never  was  a  man  more  tmlf 
or  justly  beloved.  During  his  administration,  Medford 
fieemed  to  be  the  head  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  coming  into  Medford  of  ship-cai-penters  who  belonged 
to  the  Democratic  party,  and  the  gradual  change  of  policy  ifl 
the  national  administration,  both  helped  to  change  the  forcei 
of  town  politics*  As  parties  became  more  equally  divided 
among  us,  the  warmth  of  conflict  increased ;  and,  on  mmt 
occasions,  it  was  feai^fuUy  great.  The  two  parties  wore  several 
names  between  the  administrations  of  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr*  Vm 
Buren  ;  but  Medford  became  as  fully  and  strongly  *'  Demo* 
cratic"  as  it  had  once  been  "Federal."  The  first  time  a 
plurality  was  obtained  by  the  Democratic  party  in  Med&rd 
was  April,  1828  ;  and  they  lost  it  in  1854, 

The  multiplication  and  mixture  of  new  issues  in  politics 
have  so  broken  society  into  divisions,  and  crumbled  it  into 
fragments,  that  old-fashioned  patriots  are  confounded,  and 
withdraw  from  the  conflict  altogether.  A  signboard,  planted 
at  the  entrance  of  several  roads^  would  not  be  a  very  safe 
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ide  to  a  etrangerj  if  it  wns  maile  to  perform ,  at  the  iame 
e,  tha  office  of  weathercock,  Wc  have  no  doubt  that  this 
wilderiBg  jumble  of  political  parties  in  our  country  will 
ad  to  good  and  safe  results,  £;ich  has  its  mission ;  each 
orks  out  its  idea;  and,  by  their  centripetal  and  centrifugal 
1,  they  unexpectedly  keep  the  country  in  the  orbit  of 
The  war  carried  on  against  Mexico,  during  Mr. 
Polk's  administration  J  received  the  approbation  and  support 
if  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Medford,  That  war  gave 
President  to  the  United  States,  in  a  laurelled  hero,  who 
nged  that  majority  in  this  town, 

Medford  furnished  a  small  number  of  soldiers  for  that 
No  one  of  them  was  kiUed;  yet  only  one  returned 
reside  here. 

Nov.  1,  1830  ;  Voted  that  the  town  approve  of  the  Address 
if  the  Bunker-hill  Monument  Association^  which  has  now 
n  read,  and  "  request  their  Representative  to  promote  such 
appropriation." 

1831;  Medford  instructs  its  Representatives  in  the  Gene- 
Court  to  oppose  all  measures  which  tend  to  make  the 
number  of  Representatives  in  Massachusetts  more  than  two 
lUndred. 
A  eonventtbn  was  called  for  revising  the  Constitution  of 
aasachusetts ;    aud^  Oct.    10,    1820,   Nathaniel    Hall   and 
Abner  Bartlett  were  chosen  delegates.     On  the  9th  April, 
821,  the  town  voted  to  accept  the  amended  draft.    The  vote 
as  as  follows :  — 


T«. 

No. 

57 

24. 

Art.  8 

40 

42. 

«   9 

63 

17. 

«  10 

69 

22. 

»    11 

54 

28. 

»  12 

71 

11. 

„  13 

47 

33. 

„  u 

Tm. 

»Q. 

75 

7. 

47 

35. 

43 

39. 

60 

12. 

68 

14. 

69 

12. 

61 

21. 

Nov.,  1833 :  The  town  voted  on  an  amendment  of  the 
^Constitution  of  the  State,  It  related  to  the  third  article  in 
^■lie  BUI  of  Rights,  which  regulates  the  membersliip  of 
^Larishes.  By  the  amendment^  any  person  may  file  with  the 
Hclerk  of  the  parish  to  which  he  belongs  a  written  notice  tliat 
he  dis&olves  his  relationship  to  that  religious  society,  and  it  is 
it*reby  dissolved.  The  vote  in  Medford  was  one  hundred 
id  five  yeas  and  twelve  nays* 
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Another  amendment  was  proposed  in  1840,  relatiiig  to  the 
basis  of  representation  in  tjhe  Senate  and  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives.  On  this  '^  thirteenth  act  of  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  of  Massachusetts,"  Medford  voted  eighty-one 
yeas  and  one  nay,     ' 

In  1852,  a  Convention  was  called  for  revising  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State ;  and,  March  7,  1853,  William  Hoskiiu 
was  chosen  delegate. 

Nov.  14,  1853 :  The  town  voted  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
amended  draft  of  the  Constitution  as  follows :  — 


Tm. 

Mo. 

Tm. 

Ik 

Proposition  No.  1 

.   838 

351. 

Propositioii  No.  5 

.   346 

S46. 

„    2 

.    339 

352. 

„    6 

.   355 

84& 

»    3 

.   334 

356. 

»    7 

.   340 

351. 

„    4 

.   342 

349. 

«    8 

.   341 

847. 

We  seem  to  be  in  the  midst  of  prophetic  political  saltations. 
The  secret,  sudden,  and  eflfectual  dismemberment  of  the 
Whig,  Democratic,  and  Free  Soil  parties,  in  this  State,  by  the 
agency  of  an  association  improperly  called  "  Know  Nothings," 
gave  a  new  character  to  the  political  affairs  of  Medford ;  and, 
at  the  last  gubernatorial  election,  the  votes  stood  thus :  — 

Henry  J.  Gardner,  Know  Nothing 428. 

Emory  Washburn,  Whig 147. 

Henry  Bishop,  Democratic 29. 

H.  Wilson,  Free  Soil 9. 

To  the  honor  of  Medford  it  should  be  recorded,  that  amid 
the  fiercest  contentions  of  political  parties,  and  at  their  cau- 
cuses, and  at  their  ballotings,  there  have  never  been  instances 
of  ruthless  violence,  or  passionate  menace,  or  systematic  cor- 
ruption.  The  meetings  have  been  marked  with  that  decorunt^ 
and  self-respect  which  evince  an  intelligent  and  virtuou^ 
community. 


VOTES  IN  MEDFORD  FOR  REPRESENTATIVES  IN  CONGRESS. 


Bates  of  KlecUoQ.  NamM.  No.  of  Volat. 

Dec.  18,  1788.     William  Hull 16. 

Eleazer  Brooks 11. 

Oct     4, 1790.    Elbridge  Gerry 46. 
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Namei.  No.  of  YotM. 

2, 1792.     Suffolk,  Fisher  Ames 16. 

Essex,  Benjamin  Goodhue 16. 

Middlesex,  Samuel  Dexter 12. 

FOB   THE   THBEE    COUNTIES,    OB   DISTBICT. 

2, 1792.    John  Coffin  Jones 15. 

FOB   THE   STATE   AT   LABOE,   EXCEPT   MAINE. 

David  Cobb 16. 

8,  1794.     Benjamin  Goodhue 30. 

7,  1796.     Samuel  Sewall  (unanimous). 

5,  1798.     Samuel  Sewall 49. 

3,  1800.     Nathan  Reed 83. 

1,  1802.    John  Q.  Adams 95. 

William  Eustice 18. 

1804.    Josiah  Quincy 100. 

William  Eustice 31. 

3, 1806.    Josiah  Quincy 58. 

James  Prince 22. 

7,  1808.    Josiah  Quincy 120. 

^         William  Jarvis 24. 

5,  1810.    Josiah  Quincy 96. 

David  Tilden 18. 

2,  1812.    Asahel  Stearns 72. 

William  M.  Richardson 11. 

7,  1814.    Asahel  Stearns 191. 

Samuel  Dana 17. 

4,1816.    Asahel  Stearns 150. 

Timothy  Fuller 20. 

2, 1818.     Samuel  P.  P.  Fay 55. 

Timothy  Fuller 11. 

6,  1820.     Samuel  P.  P.  Fay 34. 

Timothy  FuUer 32. 

4,  1822.     Timothy  FuUer 87: 

1, 1824.    Edward  Everett 84. 

John  Keyes 33. 

6,  1826.     Edward  Everett 60. 

3,  1828.     Edward  Everett 100. 

Luke  Fiske 64. 

1,  1830.     Edward  Everett 72. 

James  RusseU 30. 

0, 1832.     No  Record. 

0, 1834.     Samuel  Hoar 109. 

Heman  Lincoln 35. 

James  Russell 110. 

4, 1836.     William  Parmenter 164. 

Samuel  Hoar 125. 
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Not.  12, 1888.    William  Pannenter 

Nathan  Brooks 

Not.    9,1840.    William  Parmenter 

Nathan  Brooks 

Not.    4,1842.    Bobert  Bantoul,  jun. 

Leverett  Saltonstall 

William  B.  Dodge. 

Not.  11,  1844.     George  Hood 

Daniel  P.  Eling      ......... 

Henry  B.  Stanton 

Not.    9, 1846.     Daniel  P.  King 

George  W.  Dike 

Increase  H.  Brown 

Not.  13,  1848.    Daniel  P.  King 

Robert  Rantoul,  jon.  .....*... 

Caleb  Stetson ^ 

Not.  11, 1850.     Charles  W.  Upham 

Robert  Rantoul,  jun 

Samuel  E.  Sewall 

Not.    8, 1852.     Francis  B.  Fay 

Greorge  Hood 

John  B.  Alley 

George  Osbom . 

Not.  13, 1854.    Nathaniel  P.  Banks 

Luther  V.  Bell 


COUNCILLORS  AND  SENATORS. 


John  Brooks,  Councillor  .  1812. 
P.  C.  lirooks,  „  .  1818. 
Timothy  Bigelow,  „  .  1820. 


James  M.  Usher,  Senator, 
Sanford  B.  Perry,      „ 
E.  C.  Baker,  „ 


REPRESENTATIVES  OF  MEDFORD  IN  THE  GENERAL  OOUB 


Peter  Tufts .    . 
Peter  Tufts.     . 
Nathaniel  Wade 
Peter  Tufts.     . 
Thomas  Willis 
Ebenezer  Brooks 
Thomas  Willis 
Stephen  Willis 
Thomas  Tufts  . 
Peter  Tufts .     . 
Thomas  Tufts  . 
John  Bradshaw 
Samuel  Brooks 


chosen 


1689. 
1690. 
1692. 
1694. 
1703. 
1704. 
1705. 
1708. 
1714. 
1715. 
1718. 
1722. 
1728. 


John  AUford  . 
Benjamin  Willis 
William  Willis 
John  Hall  .  . 
William  Willis 
Andrew  Hall  . 
Stephen  Hall  . 
Samuel  Brooks 
Stephen  Hall  . 
Benjamin  Hall 
Simon  Tufts  . 
Benjamin  Hall 
Thomas  Brooks 


chosen 


mi.lTICAL   HISTOBYp 

^M 

%  BtooIes,  (under  the  Cob- 

Frederick  A.  Kendall    .     1831,             ^| 

ititudon)  . 

.    .    .    1780, 

Timothy  Cotling 

,     .     1831.             ^M 

Thomas  Brooks 

.    .     1781. 

John  King  ,     . 

.     .     1835.             ^M 

Aatoii  Hall .     . 

,     1782, 

Jatnes  0,  Curtis 

.    .     183^;.             ^H 

John  Brooks     . 

.     ,     1785, 

George  W,  Portei 

.     .     1837.             ^1 

Jamea  Wyman 

.     -     1787, 

Lewia  lliehardaon 

,     ,     1838.             ^1 

Thomas  Brooks 

.     1788, 

Leooard  BueknatD 

.     .     IHHS.              ^H 

Ebeoexer  liall 

.     ,     1789, 

Alexander  Gregg 

,     ,     1840.             ^1 

Kathnniel  Hall 

.     1800, 

Thatcher  E,  Raymond  ,     1843.             ^H 

Thao%  Bigdow 

.    ,     1808, 

Gorham  Brooks 

.  ,  1846.       ^m 

Duaiey  HaU     .     . 

,    ,     1813, 

Joseph  P,  HaU 

.     .     1847.              ■ 

^^bu^r  Bartlett 

.    ,     1815, 

Thatcher  R,  Raymond  .     1850.             ^M 

■fureU  Tuf^^     . 

.    ,    1824 

Joseph  P,  HaU 

.  .  .  1851.       ^m 

■    Thaiclier  Magoun 

.    ,     1825, 

James  M,  Usher 

.    ,     1852.             H 

tbhn  K  Fitch  . 

.     .     1826, 

Joseph  P,  Hall 

.    .     1853.             ^1 

.Toll  11  Sparrell  , 

.    •     1831, 

Jonathan  Oldham 

.     .     1854.             ^1 

,     Tbom^  R.  reck 

.     1833, 

M 

roSHClS  OF  TOE  PEACE  IN  MEDPORD.                         ^^^| 

(fh»m  MtaModttadU  B^rdi.} 

^H 

l^onaa  Brooks   .    . 

Mar.  27,  1781. 

Lumber  Stearni    ,     . 

Jan,    27,  1819.               ^| 

B^jumnHull    .    . 

*i      II      »t 

mthnwellMl   ,    , 

Aug.  20,     f,                    ^B 

Stephen  m%  3d     . 

ft      tt      It 

Abner  Bartlett    ,    . 

Jan.    25,  1820,                ^H 

BdwMd  Brooks  -     . 

19           f*             It 

Samuel  Swan     .    , 

Jau,    12,  1821.                ^H 

luiM>thy  Fitch    .    . 

Sept  2fi,  1783. 

TureUTuftH  ,     ,     . 

Jane  10,                          ^^B 

J<iQ  Brooks  <    *    • 

Jiui.    28,  1785, 

Abjiox  Bartlfltt    .     i 

Feb.    16,1822,                ^M 

JohnBrodw  .     ,     . 

April  26,  1787. 

Jonathan  Porter  *    , 

Mar     7.     »»                   ^1 

Mur.  U,  1788, 

Dudley  Hall  ,    .    . 

Jan.      1,  1823,               ^H 

it          II          tt 

JoTiatima  Brookfl     * 

^^^1 

TImas  Brooks  ,    , 

it          II          It 

John  P.  Bigelow      . 

Feb.     7i     „                   ^1 

B     AatoQ  Putnam   *    , 

JtjriR  25,  1789. 

William  Wurd    .    , 

Jan.      7,  1824.                ^H 

■DKrm&i  Brooks  .    * 

Feb,    28,  1796, 

Nathan  Adiims  ,    , 

Feb.     8,  1825.                ^H 

^Brao^Hall     .    . 

April  le,  1708. 

Nathjiniei  HaU   .     . 

Jul^     7,  1820,                ^H 

^^^HlSw^a      *     . 

Mny   29,     „ 

Abn^Bartlett    .    , 

Jan,      4,  1827-                ^H 

^^^■Bwnn 

Jmie  13,  1800. 

TurellTufte  .    ,    , 

June     t>^  1828,                 ^H 

^^KaHiOl  . 

Peb.     3,  1805. 

Jonathftu  Porter ,    * 

Fob.    21,1829.                ^M 

^^■pKraa     .    . 

Jflii.    29.  1807, 

Dudley  Hall  ,     .     . 

Oct  1%   „              ^H 

^■■^Bigelow    . 

Not,    8,  1808, 

Joiiatiian  Brooka     , 

Jan,    30,  1830,                ^M 

MratoidH^   .    . 

Feb,     2,  1810, 

Peter  C.  Bnjok^  .     , 

Doc  20,  1831.                ^H 

■^li  Bttrtl^   .    . 

Mar,     6,     „ 

Nathan  Adams  ,    . 

Jan.    %6,  1832,                ^H 

■HuMaais  .    . 

Feb,   2a,  ISIL 

Nathaniel  Hidl    .     , 

May   18,1833.                ^H 

^^^MiBaU  .    . 

NoY.  20,  1812, 

AbncrBaraett    .     , 

Deo.   18,     „                    ^H 

^^^^^^^^HmHBP  «           * 

Not,  21.     „ 

Tui^UTuftfl    ,     ,    , 

Mar.  28,  1835,                  ^^ 

^^^^^^^I^^^B^  • 

Feb.     8,  1813, 

Jonathan  Part«ff  ,     . 

Jan,   27,  1836,                      J 

HbibrB^w  ! 

July     3,  1815, 

l)Tidl<7  HaU  .    ,     , 
John  Sparrdl.    ,    . 

Ang,30,     „            ^^M 

Not,  24,                  ^^H 

■$a%HiiU  .    .    . 

Jaa,    27,  1816, 

Thatcher  Magoun    , 

Dec    @,                  ^^^M 

p    lnwbWiiiafd    .    . 

Wy    3,    „ 

Nathan  Waitc     .    , 

^^H 

1     WiHiunWnrd    .    . 

Not.  20,     „ 

Jonathan  Brooks      , 

Jan.     6,  1837.               ^H 

1     AWBsftktt    ,    . 

Fob,     6,1817, 

Daniel  Swan  ,    ,     . 

July     6,  l&SS,               ^H 

1     Iitiaa  Adams   *    . 

»      10,  1818, 
2 

Nathan  Adami  •    . 
2 

Jao.     %  1830.         ^^M 
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Nathaniel  Hall   . 
Abiicr  Bnrtlett    . 
TurellTufta    . 
Jonathan  Porter  . 
Henry  Porter .    . 
Jadah  Loring 
Alexander  Gregg 
Dudley  Hall  .    . 
John  Sparrdl .    . 
Thatcher  Magoun 
Jonathan  Brooks 
Sanford  B.  Perry 
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April  16,  1840. 
Oct,     1,     „ 
Feb.  22,  1842. 
Dec  17,     „ 
Jan.    5,  1843. 
Feb.  25,     „ 

*9  l>  tt 

June    3,     „ 
Aug.  20,     „ 
Aug.  29,  1843. 
Jan.     1,  1844. 
April  24, 1847. 


Abncr  Bartktt    .    .  Oet  11,1117. 

James  M.  Usher .    •  Jan.    J,  Uii 

Judah  Loring  .  •  Febu  IS, 
Aaron  K.  Hathaway  „  m 
Edmund  T.  Ha«tingii  ,,  „ 
Alexander  Gregg    .       „      „ 

John  SparrcU     .    .  July  19, 

Thatcher  Raymond  Jan.  SI,  UiL 

Timothy  Cotting     •  AprQ  2,    « 

George  W.  Porter  .  April  21,  ISa 

T.P.Smith   .    .    .  June    7,1811 


COLONEL  ISAAC  ROYAL. 


As  one  of  the  wealthiest  citizens  of  IVIedford  was  £ri^ 
cned  into  Toryism,  in  1775,  it  may  be  fit  to  give  a  short 
notice  of  the  facts,  especially  as  they  illustrate,  by  contrast, 
the  deep  devotion  of  the  rest  of  our  people  to  the  cause  d 
inde][>endence.  Abundant  evidence  exists  that  Medford  took 
an  early  and  decisive  stand  against  the  oppressions  of  the 
Crown,  and,  when  called  upon,  paid  taxes,  raised  soldien, 
and  shed  blood  in  defence  of  American  liberty. 

Strong  and  steady  opposers  of  independence  there  certainly 
were  in  the  Colonics;  and  it  therefore  required  supeiitf 
wisdom  and  courage  to  meet  such  domestic  forces.  The 
patriots  were  baptized  by  the  royal  government  with  the  name 
of  '*  rebels,"  and  their  doings  called  "  the  faction."  A  trial- 
question  was  brought  before  the  "Whigs  and  Tories  in  a  town- 
meeting  held  at  IJoston  in  June,  when  a  Tory  moved  to 
censure,  and  then  anniliilate,  the  "  Committee  of  Correspond- 
eiice."     The  Tory  speaker  said  of  the  Committee:  — 

"  It  is  the  foulest,  subtlest,  and  most  venomous  serpent  that  ever 
issued  irom  the  eggs  of  sedition.  It  is  the  source  of  the  rebellion. 
I  saw  the  small  seed  when  it  was  implanted ;  it  was  as  a  grain  of 
mustard.  I  have  watched  the  plant  until  it  has  become  a  great 
tree ;  the  vilest  reptiles  that  crawl  upon  the  earth  are  concealed  at 
the  root ;  the  foulest  birds  of  the  air  rest  upon  its  branches.  I  now 
would  induce  you  to  go  to  work  immediately,  with  axes  and  hatch- 
ets, and  cut  it  down,  for  a  two-fold  reason :  because  it  is  a  pest  to 
society,  and  lest  it  be  felled  suddenly  by  a  stronger  arm,  and  cmah 
its  thousands  in  the  falL" 

This  called  forth  Samuel  Adams,  the  author  and  right  arm 
of  the  Committee ;  and,  with  his  ui)right  intent,  his  manly 
voicej  his  profound  good  sense^  his  irresistible  logic^  and  id^ 
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I  Kew  England  hearts  he  crushed  the  specious  declamation  of 
I  tlie  Toxy  orator.  From  Faneuil  Hall  the  crowd  went  to  the 
Old  South  Church ;  and,  so  ^  from  being  censured,  the  Com- 
miUee  WQM  thanked^  and  told  to  go  forward,  whatever  the 
cun^txjuences-  The  weaklings  of  royalty  quailed  before 
truth  and  right;  but  thej  did  not  stop  their  vituperative 
tongues.  There  were  no  opprobiotis  epithets  in  the  language 
Trliich  they  did  not  freely  bestow  on  the  patriot  cause.  One 
isidj  "  The  annaU  of  the  world  have  not  been  deformed  with 
A  single  instance  of  so  unnatural,  so  causeless^  so  wanton,  so 
wicked  a  rebellion."  The  patriot  leaders  were  called  '^  calvesj 
bayga,  and  fools  ;  "  **  eelf*interestcd  and  profligate  men ; " 
"the  Boston  saints/*     "The  merchant®  form  a  part  of  those 

*  fieditiaus  herds  of  fools  and  knaves ; "  and  "  the  generality 
I  *>f  young  Bostonians  are  bred  up  hypocrites  in  religioUj  and 

pettifoggers  in  law.'*    Such  were  the  words  and  arguments  of 

I  tile  Tories  against  the  cause  of  their  country.     No  wonder 

I  tkt  tach  abuse  should  stir  the  blood  of  James  Otis^nd  John 

I  Adams,     The  great  question  was  now  fairly  brought  before 

I  Ae  country  and  the  world  ;  and  there  was  left  but  one  course 

for  patnotism  to  pursue,  —  which  was,  to  fight  ibr  liberty  and 

independence.     Our  fathers  met  the  iasue ;  and  the  great  re- 

lultij  010  now  shaking  Europe  to  its  very  centre. 

It  ii  not  necessary  to  say  more  here  to  introduce  the  topic 
I  toder  remark- 

Medfbrd  had  a  very  small  number  of  Tories ;  but  they 
[ilottld  have  historical  notice  at  our  hands,    Curwen  says :  — 

^Of  nearly  two  hundred  exiled  RojaUsts  who  w^re  banished  by 
Itne  goTemment  of  Massachusetts,  more  than  sixty  were  graduates 
l^  Harvard  College.  Of  the  live  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Itliftt  Province  at  the  commencement  of  the  ditiiculties,  tlie  Hon* 
i  Wii%iii  Cusbing  alone  was  of  patriot  priDciples;  and  be  was 
tiAeivairds  oo  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 

Oitr  patriot  fathers  felt  that  they  could  not  trust  those  to 

life  among  them  who  were  the  avowed  enemies  of  freedom 

i^t  the  avowed  supporters  of  the  Crown.    After  long  patience 

h^  ready  allowances,  the  General  Court  felt  called  upon,  in 

*  «elf4efeiice,  to  pass  three  acta.  The  first  was  passed  Septem- 
^^t  nT8>  entitled  -^An  act  to  prevent  the  return  to  this  State 
*^f  certain  persons  therein  named,  and  others  who  have  left  thia 

I  ^'^^,  ur  either  of  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  enemies 


112 


HISTORY    OF    JrBDFOBU, 


thereof/*  The  second  was  passed  April  30,  1779,  and  wii 
entitled  "  An  act  to  confiscate  the  estates  of  certain  nototiow 
conspirators  against  the  government  and  liberties  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Late  Province,  now  State,  of  Massaihit-^^tt< 
Bay,"  The  third  was  passed  Sept.  30,  1779,  and  k  ci 
''  An  act  for  confiscating  the  estates  of  certain  persons  mm- 
monly  called  ahsenUes.*^ 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  Colonel  Boyal*s  name  does  not 
appear  in  either  of  the  three  lists  of  proscribed  persons,  at 
though  he  was  for  twenty-two  ye^^s  a  member  of  tto 
Governor*s  Council*  It  is  apparent  that  he  loved  his  coualil 
and  his  friends ;  and  could  he  have  been  assured,  at  the  Ml* 
set,  that  the  United  States  would  secure  their  independeiict, 
and  that  he  should  be  the  undisturbed  possessor  of  his  bom* 
tiful  conntry-seat  in  Medford,  he  would  probably  have  taken 
side  with  his  old  friend,  Dr*  Tufts,  and  his  young  (• 
Dr,  Brooks,  and  given  generously  for  the  cause  of  frr 
But  he  was  timid,  and  supposed,  as  such  men  generally  Mi 
that  the  entire  army  and  navy  of  Great  Britain  would  soon 
he  here  to  bum,  sink,  and  loll  indiscrimiuately.  His  ?alor 
counselled  him  to  ruu.  But,  be  it  recorded  to  the  honor  of 
the  citizens  of  Medford,  he  was  the  only  deserter.  To  fnrry 
on  his  farm  alter  his  departure,  was  found  to  be  sonii 
diificult;  for  '*  the  honest  man's  scythe  refused  to  cut  i-:, 
grass,  and  his  oxen  would  not  plough  Tory  ground.*'    . 

The  town  of  Medford  proceeded  gently  and  wisely  '^ 
taking  possession  of  the  estates  of  Tories  and  absentees,  Tbe 
order  of  Court,  under  which  they  acted,  was  passed  ApA 
1776p     We  find  the  following  in  our  records  :  — 

*'  Copy  of  the  return  made  to  the  Gen^^  Court,  pursnant  to  * 
resolve  of  the  Great  and  General  Court  passed  last  April,  the  Coift" 
mittee  of  Safety,  &c*,  of  the  town  of  Medford  have  proceeded  to 
take  into  their  care  the  estates  of  sundry  persons  who  are  deemed 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  America,  of  which  the  following  is  a  truo 
acooant,  viz, :  — 

*'  Of  the  estate  belonging  to  Joseph  Thompson,  late  of  Medford  ^ 
one  piece  pasture  land,  and  one  piece  marsh,  which  have  been  leased 
to  Bichard  Crees,  one  year,  for  £7,  4**  A  shop,  leased  to  WiUiaa* 
Gowen  for  AOs,  per  aanmn.  Half  a  dwelling-house^  leased  ta 
Jonathan  Patten,  one  year,  for  £6.  13^.  M*  Two-seventh  parti  o» 
the  following  house  and  lands,  being  his  share  of  his  mothcrK^ 
thirds,  undivided  and  not  leased :  a  piece  of  plough-land,  half  (lie 
acre;  a  piece  DiowiDg-land,  one  acre;  a  wtx>d-lot,  four  acr 
ooe-third  of  half  a  dwelling-house*     197,050  unbumiMl  bri< 
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,88G  feet  pme  boards,  taken  by  the  armj^  for  whicb  paj  is  pro- 
's€d*     A  pew  ID   our  rnee ting-house,  not  leased*     Thii"tj»two 
«en  of  tile,  sold  for  £3,  4*. 
•"  Of  the  estate  belonging  to  Sir  Williftm  Pepperell,  tiz.  ;  a  pew 
our  meeting-house,  No.  1  ^j,  not  leased* 

•*  Of  ilie  estate  belonging  to  one  Clewlj,  in  Halifax,  left  in  the 
of  lebabod  Jones^  of  BoBton,  hk  truatee:  two  piecea  of  land 
to  Paul  Wyman,  one  jear^  for  £10. 


•llnioiui,  Aug.  3(^l7Te.' 


"Joshua  Stmonds> 
Samuel  Kibder, 
Stephen  IIall,  juk., 
Bbeneeer  QalLj 


Committee 
of  taivtety,  &o* 


Dr»  Simon  Tnfts,  that  skilful  physician  and  polished  gen- 
tleman, was  persuaded  to  accept  the  agency  of  Colonel  Royal's 
aiiirs  during  an  absence  which  was  meant  to  be  short.  The 
hrtaiing  out  of  hostilities  so  near  to  him  as  Lexington  was 
tfto  much  for  the  coloners  courage ;  and,  through  yery  fear, 
Ifi  itioted  for  he  knew  not  where-  He  arrived  safely  in 
Halifajt,  and  there  wrote  his  friend.  Dr.  Tufts,  May,  1775, 
itiging  him  to  become  his  agent  in  taking  care  of  liis  pro- 
petty*  This  the  doctor  declined,  but  afterwards  accepted. 
From  Halifax,  Colonel  Royal  wrote  to  Dr.  Tufts,  under  date 
of  March  1%  1776,  concerning  certain  sales  of  slayes.  His 
ilirectiona  were  as  follows  i  — 

*  Please  to  sell  the  following  negroes :  Stephen  and  George ; 
ie/eadi  eoet  £C0,  sterling;  and  1  would  take  £50,  or  even  £15, 
I  ipiece  for  themp  Ilagar  cost  £35,  sterling ;  but  I  will  take  £30  for 
[li€n  I  gave  for  Mira  £35,  but  will  take  £55.  If  Mr*  Benjamin 
[flail  will  give  the  Si  00  for  her  which  he  offered,  he  may  have  her, 
Qt  being  a  good  place.  As  to  Betsey,  and  her  daughter  Nancy,  t!ie 
■ibfiiier  may  tarry,  or  take  ber  freedom,  as  she  may  choose;  and 
Kaney  you  may  p^it  out  to  some  good  family  by  the  year." 

Colonel  Royal  was  then  on  the  eye  of  departure  for  Eng- 
land 3  and  he  thu^  writes  to  his  Mend  in  Medford :  — 

1  fball  leave  North  Amerien  with  great  reluctance  j  but  my 
jth  and  business  require  it;  and  I  hope,  through  the  goodness  of 
}of!»  if  my  life  is  spared,  to  be  able  to  return  again  soon," 

August,  1777,  Dr*  Tufts  had  a  letter  from  him,  dated 

:isingt<>ii»  England.     Colonel  Caiy^  who  had  maiTicd  a 

ly  from  New  York,  occupied  ColoneJ  Royal's  house  in 
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ITTS.     The  house  and  rami  were  rented  for  £BOOL    Ati 

Liter  penori,  when  thrr^e  gentlemen  boiurlic  the  entzn  eM9 
on  ^pe.'-Tiiation,  expecrinsr  :o  realize  Iar?e  tbmmes  bydmipf 
rhe  whole  inro  lorn,  riiere  w:id  a  voliiation  of  the  lots,  and  Ai 
sum  ^omI  wx<?  ^Sf.-^l.OW.OO.  A  few  lota  were  sold;  andAl 
fir'^ams  of  Crr^sn.s  became  :hose  of  Belisariua-  ' 

Color.el  I'ir^vtW  opir*ion.s  md  conduct  respecting  the  tfr|^ 
7les  for  Iriiiepenilence  aubjecrcd  him  :o  suspicion.  TheCoK- 
mi  tree  of  .^aferv,  in  Med  ford,  felc  called  upon  to  exasm 
inro  i'tcU  ;  and  tne  restimiiny  oiFered,  April  9,  1778,  wn  a 
foi•ow^:  — 

"  Several  person-:  wer^  rhid  «Iay  examined  respecting  Coloid 
r^-iyaiN   poli;iivil    heiiaviur.   who   <leclare<i,   in   subscancer  as  U- 

'*  Simon  T'.fr.a.  K^q.^  -aid  h»;  knew  of  no-diing  said  Royal  W 
^airl  or  ^lone  ajrain.-i  tl^e  <y-iiir*try  ;  bat,  on  the  contrary,  he  Wie^ 
him  to  Pi*:  a  frienil  of  the  American  cauie.  That  =aid  Roy«l  beng 
in  Fio^fon  at  an«I  he  fore  the  ha:tle  of  Lexinjton,  the  ooniiigiB 
whi/'h  rhrit  hattle  ooca^-ionrtl  in  the  country  made  him  at'raid  atlW 
time  an^l  aft^:rwanl.i  to  rotum  home  :  and  that  said  confusion,  which 
prevail^  in  Uo-i^in,  marie  him  afraiil  to  *tay  there  ;  acconlin|^y  hs 
w^.nt.  to  Ifalifax,  nr:'l  from  thenoe  retired  baiJ:  into  the  country, tti 
afferwardH  w^mt  to  fln^lan^J.  That,  after  said  batde,  said  BajA 
Aent  him  a  K^tter  of  atrorney.  entr*::ating  him  to  take  care  of  Ini 
*;<taf.^'.  hf:pe ;  hut  he  ^-aid  Tufts)  declined  it  on  account  of  his  owi 
h'Hine-f-t,  and  r^turn'jd  back  raid  power.  That,  some  time  after, find- 
ing %aid  Uoyai'-i  e^rate  in  a  waiting  condition,  he  sent  to  said  Rojilj 
irtrorrnin<y  him  that  he  would  undertake  the  care  of  it;  and,  aooe 
time  aff':r,  he  recf;ivf:d  a  letter  from  «aid  Royal,  enclosing  another 
pow*;r  for  that  purpo.-e,  dated  May  '2S.  1775 ;  upon  which  heande^ 
took  to  fut  JIM  his  attorney.  That  he  had  since  made  said  Royal  no 
rf.fu'it turiffin  of  any  of  the  rent-?  or  of  the  estate  (agreeable  to  i 
prorriiif!  h';  l;ad  made  to  a  former  Committee).  That  the  State  of 
I; hod*'.  J-*lanr|  having  seriue-ftered  what  of  said  Royal's  estate  IiJ 
within  th';ir  juri-idiction,  he  had  applied  to  the  General  ^Vssemblf 
there,  and  informed  them  of  the  letters  he  had  received  from  sm 
Ifoy al,  'empowering  him  to  take  the  care  of  his  estate ;  and  that 
th'y,  aft'j-  f-xamination  made,  delivered  the  said  estate  up  tO  hinii 
and  ii«!  ha-i  held  it  ever  since,  as  attorney  aforesaid. 

"  Mr.  I'eter  TuOs  declared,  That,  about  a  fortnight  before  Lex- 
wtfUm  battle,  (Vilrinel  Royal  told  him  that  it  would  not  do  for  us  to 
vr-i'i<\.  fir*-»l  Britain,  for  they  were  too  strong  for  us,  and  woaM 
>:'iid  over  ten  thousand  Russians,  who  would  subdue  ua;  and  that» 
by  hi 4  f'otiver-iation,  it  appeared  to  him  (the  said  Tufts)  that  said 
\lityti\  w;i :  ibr  Hur rendering  u]>  all  to  Great  Britain,  ratlicr  tli«n 
nifili*'  n'-.i^t;inri'. 
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Smnuel  Winehip  dcclar^d^  TJmt,  on  Sim  day  before  siud 

tiil  Koyal  weDt  In  his  coaeh  to  Boston*  and  took  witU  bint 

kir  of  pi*foi8  and  a  carabinej  but  for  what  t?j)d  he  did  not  know, 

I  never  lieard  i  thatr  at  tiie  saiB€  time,  lie  left  in  Im  hou&v^  two 

which  Mr-  Poor^  some  dajs  afler^  carried  to  Water- 

'  Captain  Isaac  Hall  declared,  TUa^  the  winter  before  said  bat- 

fclie  went  to  settle  accounts  with  said  Uoyal,  at  his  house ;  and 

said  Royal  showed  him  his  arms  and  accoutrements  (which 

~  ^'veTJ  gocMl  order),  and  told  him  tliat  he  determined  to  stand 

iiiitryt  &C* 

Billinga  said,  Tliat  he  heard   Captain   Jenks  eay,  that, 

iiy  or  two  before  said  battle,  Colonel  lioyal  sent  for  him,  and 

1  him  to  go  to  Salem,  and  procure  him  a  passage  to  Antigua 

rT6dael  bound  there;  and  that  he  (said  Jeaka)  would  have 

f  but  the  battle  prevented  him,'* 

To  iHs  testimony  may  be  added  tiiat  of  Colonel  Boyal 
el£  In  a  letter  to  Dr,  Tuftsj  dated  **  Kensingtoiij  April 
1779/*  h€  says:  — 

*  I  doaM  not  you,  and  Mi.  Hail,  and  the  rest  of  my  friends,  will 
^dl  Ul  jrour  power  to  procure  me  liberty  from  the  General  Court 
ain  home  m  soon  as  my  health  will  admit  of." 

'e  Tiadicated  his  cliaracter  against  the  charge  of  treachery 
lids  coujitryi  and^  in  another  letterj  dated  August  2^^ 
79^  sajs :  — 

1 1  was  in  the  General  Court,  I  made  the  fvublic  good  my 
«9<ery  thing  that  I  endeavored  to  do,  which  1  think  every 
t  OTgbt  to.'' 

Mere  fright  should  not  be  considered  m  constitntiBg  Tory- 
ism. ^  true  Tory  must  have  had  a  force  of  reason  and 
*efise  of  right  wholly  inconsistent  with  cowardice*  Colonel 
Iviyal's  force  of  mind  was  not  sufficient  to  make  him  a  strong 

Lwfiioy  of  any  thing.     He  is  mentioned  in  Carwen'^s  letters  ; 

bd  there  Mr.  George  A.  Ward  speaks  of  him  thus ;  — 

"  Bon,  Isaac  Royal^  of  Medford,  was  remarked  by  every  one  for 

tit  tkrni.Tif  V  -  he  halted  between  two  opinions,  respecting  the  Revo- 

the  cannonading  at  I/exington  drove  him  to  Newbury- 

n  to  Habfax  i  and,  afler  living  some  time  In  retirement, 

d  for  Europe,     He  was  a  proacribed  refiigee;  and  his 

-'^<«*^\  r^iiice  that  of  Jacob  Tidd,  Esq.^  was  confiscated*     He  died  of 

*>«14»Qeit,  in  England,  October,  1781*     His  bounty  laid  the  iirsl 
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V/.-.i,-;  rir:j:v7'r-:.r.:Ti,  he  retunxed  to 
'■.■^r.'.     Ir.  lT4:i,  he  zave  £S0  to  the 

:'.vf  \,  M*;cf:rc  '.ne  hindrcd  acres  of  land 
\bxf\.':-:  J  •'■  :':r  tr^e  u*e  and  better  support** 
-hoo!-.  of  triO  town.     This  Granby  £irm  wii 
■:ol'],  ITS'S,  for  on':  hundred  dollars,  to  Mr.  Richard  Hall 

</«;n<:ro-.ity  was  native  with  him,  and  shone  the  salient 
U.:\,ynrti  of  his  ch.irarter.  Ife  loved  to  give,  and  loved  to 
y.\}t:i.V,  of  it,  and  loved  the  reputation  of  it.  Hospitality,  too, 
w;i",  almost  a  jiassion  with  him.  Xo  house  in  the  Colony 
w;iH  inorr:  /)pen  to  friends  ;  no  gentleman  gave  better  din- 
ncrH,  rir  drank  rostlier  wines.  As  a  master,  he  was  kind  to 
\\\y,  r.lavi'H  ;  cliaritablo  to  the  poor,  and  friendly  to  everybody- 
I  Ir  krpt  a  d;iily  journal,  minutely  descriptive  of  every  visitor, 
tfipir,  and  inc-idunt,  and  even  descended  to  recording  vh«t 
iilippiMM  Ih)  wore,  how  much  tar-water  he  drank,  and  whfitt 
hr  wi'iil.  \iy  hrd !  I  Ir  wiis  a  strict  observer  of  religious  fonttf^ 
and  a  p-nrrouM  supjiorter  of  Christian  institutions.  He  i^ 
ii  'i'ory  HgiiiMNt  Ills  will.  It  was  the  frailty  of  his  blood  rof^ 
lliiiii  llii*  fault  of  his  judgment.     Not  that  he  loved  the  Col<^ 
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8^  bnt  tliat  he  feared  England  more*  He  wanted 
imbendiiig,  liickory  toughness  which  the  times  required. 
pw  England  needed  men  who  were  as  spHcters  from  her 
granite  hills ;  and  he  was  not  one  of  that  type, 
gift  of  two  thousand  acres  of  land  to  Harvard  College, 
F&und  a  Professorship  of  Law^  was  by  his  last  will.  His 
>rds  coticerning  his  gift  are :  — 

[**To  be  appropmtecl  towards  the  endowing  a  Frofessorsbip  of 
iw  in  fair!  College,  or  a  Professorship  of  Physic  or  Anatomy, 
llichever  the  Corporation  and  Overseers  of  said  College  shall  jn«Jge 
for  its  beneiit ;  and  they  shall  have  full  power  to  s*sll  said  lands^ 
the  money  out  to  intereat,  the  income  whereof  shall  be  tor 
esaid  purpose," 

[11ie8e  funds  were  left  to  accumulate  till  1816,  when  it 
deemed  expedient  to  establish  a  Professorship  of  Law. 
next  year  I  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
of  Massachusetts,  Hon,  Isaac  Parkerj  was  elected, 
the  title,  "Royall  Professor  of  Law." 
f  This  learned  and  worthy  man  gave  a  course  of  lectures 
^mediately ;  and,  when  thus  brought  in  contact  with 
pUege  and  legal  education^  he  suggested  the  establishment 
"  a  '*  Law  School  at  Cambridge.'*  This  recommendation 
J  joyfully  greeted  ;  and,  in  1817,  the  law  school  was  es tab- 
bed. Thus  Colonel  Eoyal  was  indirectly  an  originator  of 
at  schooL  Professor  Parker  held  office  for  eleven  years, 
ttd,  in  1827,  resigned*  Hon.  Asahel  Stearns  (brother  of 
V.  Stearns,  of  Medford)  was  then  chosen,  1817,  and  served 
ceptftbly  till  1829,  when  John  Hooker  Ashman  succeeded. 
I  died,  in  office,  in  1833  ;  and,  in  1834,  Hon,  Simon  Green- 
\tn{  was  chosen,  and  performed  his  duties  with  eminent  auc- 
as.  He  resigned  in  1848,  and  was  succeeded  by  Hon, 
bophilus  Parsons,  who  is  now  in  office. 
These  distinguished  jurisconsults  have  each  paid  a  tribute 
[i^jject  to  the  memory  of  Colonel  Royal,  of  Medford,  and 
E^ognized  him  as  the  primal  cause  of  the  establishment 
ermanent  school  for  that  second  of  sciences,  jurispru- 

Colonel  Isaac  Royal  was  bom,  in  the  Island  of  Antigua,  in 

P\^.     The    English  had  established  themselves  there  as 

ily  as  1636.     The  father  of  our  townsman,  who  gave  his 

I  Christian  name  to  his  soUj  possessed  great  wealth,  and, 

his    eyes   to    Massachusetts,    purchased    of    £liza- 

23 
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bcth,  widow  of  John  Usher  rLieutenant-GoTemor'i^  III 
hundred  and  four  arres,  three  quarters,  and  twentj-dm 
rods  of  land,  for  £10,350.  Is,  9d.,  on  the  !26th  December,inL 
The  record  runs  thus  :  — 

•*  This  et^tAte  is  hoanded  .south-west  on  Menotomj  Road ;  ^ 
on  land  of  Nathaniel  Tufb,  Aaron  Cleveland*  and  John  "Mi; 
f^ai^t,  on  the  river  and  salt  marsh  of'  Captain  Samuel  BrtK^iapa^ 
and  pan  on  river  and  salt  marsh  now  improved  by  Joeiah  WUn^ 
mor»; ;  and  .«outh-ea.-3t,  on  la  ml  of  said  Whittemore,  lying  cm  I 
sides  of  Mcdiurd  or  Myotic  Road." 

Colonel  Royal  came  here  with  his  family  in  1738.  He  died 
in  Mcdford  on  Thursday,  June  7,  1739,  in  the  fbroiooB, 
was  buried  in  Medford  on  Saturday,  10th  insL,  and  was  cm- 
ricd,  the  same  nisfht,  to  Dorchester,  and  there  "  buried  in  Ui 
marble  tomb."  His  wife  died  April  i?l,  1747,  and  was  bnnsl 
from  Colonel  Oliver's  house,  in  Dorchester.  The  tiwib  ■ 
entire  at  this  time.  His  son,  who  seemed  also  to  inherit  Ik 
father^s  title  of  colonel,  fixed  his  residence  in  the  house  wwr 
standing,  and  which  is  yet  called  the  "  Royal  House"  B 
was  built  by  Colonel  Royal,  into  its  present  form,  by  enlar^ng 
the  house  built  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Usher  on  that  ^ot 
A  thick  wall,  running  through  its  centre,  shows  the  ontff 
wall  of  the  former  building.  Some  diversities  in  the  hm^ 
of  rooms  indicate  the  same  fact.  Its  exterior  form  is  a  copf 
of  a  nobleman's  house  in  Antigua;  and  its  present  owner, 
Mrs.  Tidd,  ha-s  carefully  preserved  the  form  given  to  it  by 
Colonel  Royal.  It  was  at  first  within  the  limits  of  Charki- 
town  ;  and  Colonel  Royal  was  chosen  Representative  by  that 
town  nine  years  in  succession,  from  1743  to  1752.  In  I75S, 
ho  was  promoted  to  a  seat  at  the  Council  Board,  and,  fcr 
twenty-two  years,  performed  his  duties  acceptably  in  that 
office. 

When  Harvard  Hall  was  burnt,  Jan.  24,  1764,  and  the 
entire  library  of  the  College  destroyed,  he  contributed  most 
generously  for  the  purchase  of  another.  The  first  mention 
of  him  in  the  Medford  Records  is  May  8,  1754,  when  he 
was  chosen  Moderator  in  the  town-meeting.  For  sixteen 
years,  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

He  died  of  small-pox,  in  England,  in  1781,  and  was  buried 
there.  His  wife  died  in  1770.  Funeral  sermon  by  Bcv. 
Mr.  Turell. 

We  have  shown  above  how  the  virtues  and  hospitality  (rf 
his  character  secured  his  estates  firom  confiscation,  when  those 
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Ub  aons-in-law^  Mr.  George  Erving  aatl  Sir  WilUam  PefH 
ell,  were  not  eparei     But  when  it  was  gubsequeutly 
Jstitietl  that  **  he  had  gone  voluntarily  to  our  enemies,"  and 
estates  were  therefore  confiscated  lo    1778,  he  writei 
to  Mr.  Edmimd  (itiincy,  of  Boston,  1779,  complalmng  bit- 
ierly  of  this  injustice,  dcclanng  that  he  had  been  prevented 
'om   returnhig  to   Medford   solely  by  ill   health.      These 
s  of  oppression,  as  viewed  by  him,  did  not  weaken  hia 
hmeiit  to  this  town ;  for  in  his  will,  made  in  London  in 
1779,  he  bequeathed  generously  to  the  clergymen  of  Med- 
ord,  to  the  church,  and  the  schools.     Many  valuable  tokens 
left  to  friends  in  Boston  and  to  the  town  of  Worcester, 
His  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  married  the  second  Sir  Wll- 
rn  Pepper  ell,  died  on  her  passage  to  England,  in   1775. 
e^  '\d  died  in  London,  in  18 16^  aged  seventy. 

■^  .  Ji  Colonel  Royal's  property  in  Medford  waa  con- 

ated  in  1778,  it  was  kept  together,  and  well  guarded  by 
ifficers  appointed  by  the  Judge  of  Probate.  By  the  act  of 
777,  the  General  Court  empowered  the  Judge  of  Probate  to 
minate  agents  to  take  charge  of  the  estates  of  absentees, 
itli  fiJl  power  to  keep  ^id  improve  the  same.  Colonel 
yal  was  an  ^iception  to  the  great  body  of  royalists ;  and, 
hongh  the  Geneml  Court  dealt  with  his  property  as  with 
of  a  voluntary  absentee,  they  nevertheless  considered 
that  it  might  be  restored  on  his  return  to  Medford.  The 
laws  which  took  effect  on  Colonel  Royal  were  as  follows :  — 

January,  1778 :  *'  Resolved,  To  prevent  any  person  from  returning 
Into  this  State,  wlio  left  it  as  aforesaid,  unless  sueL  return  be  by  the 
le^ve  of  the  General  Court/* 

«  April  30,  1778:  On  petition  of  Simon  Tufts.  Resolved,  That 
Simon  TiifUp  Esq,,  of  Medford,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to 
deliver  into  tbe  bands  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspeo- 
iioci,  &c^^  of  the  town  of  said  Meilford,  all  the  estate  of  Isaao 
Royal,  E^q.,  that  he,  the  said  Tu!^,  has  in  his  hande,  which  be,  the 
§aid  Royal,  hfk  in  the  said  town  of  Medford.  And  tba  stild  Com« 
tnittee  of  Medford  are  hereby  directed  to  receive  the  same,  and  im- 
prove it  in  the  best  and  most  prudent  manner  they  can  agreeable  to 
the  resolvei'  of  this  Court  respecting  absentees*  estates* 

"  And  it  is  also  resolved.  That  the  several  Committees  of  Corre- 
ipondence.  Inspection^  Slc*,  of  sucb  towns  and  plantations  within 
this  State,  are  directed  to  take  possession  of  any  estate  in  each  town 
or  pin  n  tat  ion  respectively  that  belonged  to  the  said  Isaac  Royal 
whrn  lie  le^t  tbia  State.  And  all  soch  peraonB  holding  possession  of 
any  Aucii  estate  are  hereby  directed  to  deliver  possession  thereof  to 
tvucli  Commitltci  respectively.     And  said  Commit  lee  ai*e  further 


180 


m^rORY    OF    11£I)F01IJI. 


directed  to  oUervia  tht:  same  ruks  rektiv©  tliereto  as  iLuy 
ord^r^d  to  do  in  managing  the  esdites  of  otber  abaenteeK.^ 

October  J  1778 :  The  General  Court  order  agenti  of  i 
of  absentees  to  lay  before  them  an  account  of  all  the  prop 
of  such  persons  ;  and,  furtherniore,  resolve  that  none  of  thfi, 
real  estate  shall  be  sold  to  pay  their  debts. 

Feb.  1,  1779:  The  General  Court  resolved  that  all  mc 
received  from  rent  or  sale  of  the  land  of  abseotees  be 
into  the  treasury  of  the  State, 

May  1,  1779:  The  Court  resolved  to  direct  all  agents  to 
warn  out  the  present  possessors,  and  give  possession  to  th* 
new  lessees  of  the  State, 

May,  1779:  The  General  Court  appointed  a  Committee  f 
sell  at  auction  the  confiscated  estates  of  certain  absenkfi 
Sir  William  Pepperell,  the  son-in-law  of  Colonel  Royal,  i 
named  in  the  list;  but  Colonel  Royal  is  not. 

October,  1782 :  The  General  Court  resolved  that  the  e»i 
of  absentees  ought  to  be  held  to  pay  the  just  debts  of 
persons ;  and  therefore  they  order  that  the  moneys  receiv^ 
from  the  sale  of  such  estates  shall  go  to  pay  the  creditor 
deducting  three  per  cent  to  the  State  for  expenses. 

The  mode  of  restoring  the  estate  of  Colonel  Royal  to 
heirs,  and  their  disposition  of  it,  may  be  learned  from 
following  documents. 

Extract  from  the  deed  given  by  Henry  Hutton  and  E^ 
beth  Royal  Hutton,  of  England,  to  Mr,  Robert  FletcherJ 
London,   dated  London,  Feb.  £5,   1806.     It  refers  to 
powers  granted  by  the  Legislature :  — 

"  And  whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  MassaehuscitiBt 
passed  on  or  about  the  31st  January,  1805,  it  was  enacted  ^ 
resolved  thai  ihe  Hdu.  James  Sullivan,  Attomej-General  of  s»i<l 
Common  wealth,  and  the  Uon.  Christopher  Gore,  or  the  sur^ivoT* 
of  them,  should  be,  and  they  were,  thereby  authorized  to  make  and 
execute  a  deed  of  conveyimce  of  the  said  lands,  messuages,  aii^ 
tenements,  formerly  belonging  to  the  said  Isaac  Royal,  to  the  sai^ 
Robert  Fletcher,  bis  heirs  and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  in  manner  ai»^ 
form*  as  was  provided  by  the  act  passed  on  the  8Lh  of  March,  179^^ 
entiUed  'An  su^i  for  providing  a  more  easy  and  simple  method  tfi^B 
was  then  in  use  for  barring  estates  in  tail  in  lands,  and  for  maJtiHH 
the  Bame  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  tenants  in  tailT 
and  that  such  deed,  executed  ruid  acknowledged  by  the  said  Jum^^ 
Sullivan  and  Christopher  Gore,  Esqrs.,  or  the  survivors  of  ihem,  ati^ 
recorded  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  in  the  Counties  of  Middlesex 
and  Norfolk  respectively,  should  be  as  good  and  sufhcient  in  lanTi^ 
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ttid  should  have  the  same  force  and  effect,  as  though  the  same  were 
made,  executed,  aud  acknowledged  by  Charles  Henry  Hutton,  the 
eldest  son  of  the  said  Henry  Hutton  and  Elizabeth  Royal,  his  wife, 
when  of  full  age  and  in  possession  of  the  said  premises. 

*^  And  that,  for  and  notwithstanding  any  act,  matter,  or  thing  done 
hj  them,  or  either  of  them,  they  have  good  right  and  lawful  authori- 
ty to  sell  and  convey  the  said  houses,  lands,  tenements,  pew,  and 
bereditaments,  with  their  appurtenances,  unto  and  to  the  use  of  the 
i^  Robert  Fletcher,  his  heirs  and  assigns." 

The  deed  was  for  '^five  hundred  acres  of  land,  on  the 
"west  side  of  Mystic  River,  with  the  mansion-house ; "  for  all 
which  Mr.  Fletcher  agreed  to  pay  X16,000, 

These  legislative  acts  and  public  documents  show  that  • 
Colonel  Royal's  property  in  Medford  was  dealt  with  at  last 
after  the  manner  of  other  absentees ;  that  it  came  into  legal 
possession  of  the  State,  and  was  put  under  the  care  of  the 
Medford  "  Committee  of  Inspection,"  and  all  the  rents  and 
incomes  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  State.  For  twenty- 
seven  years  it  continued  in  this  situation,  when  a  petition  or 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  Colonel  Royal  was  preferred.  The 
records  of  these  details  we  have  not  been  able  to  find ;  but 
the  final  results  are  seen  in  the  legislative  grants  of  1805. 

We  take  leave  of  our  townsman  with  the  remark,  that  he 
was  so  generous  a  benefactor,  so  true  a  friend,  so  useful  a 
citizen,  and  so  good  a  Christian,  that  we  forget  he  was  a  Tory, 
— if  he  was  one.  Happy  would  it  be  for  the  world,  if  at 
death  every  man  could  strike,  as  well  as  he  did,  the  balance 
of  this  world's  accounts. 


CHAPTER    V. 
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1630:  The  first  tax  levied  on  the  inhabitants  of  Medford 
was  the  sum  of  £3,  for  the  paying  of  two  instructors  in 
military  tactics.  The  hostile  Indians,  and  the  more  hostile 
wild  animals,  soon  placed  guns,  swords,  powder,  and  ball 
among  the  necessaries  of  life.  To  be  "  a  goad  marksman  " 
became  one  of  the  first  accomplishments. 
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The  legal  equipment  of  a  soldier  was  as  foUowi :  — 

"  A  mii.sket  (fireloi'k  or  mfitclilock),  a  pnir  of  baudol* 
der~p(>tich^  with  bullets,  a  sword,  a  belt,  a  woriD,  a  sqo\. 
and  a  knapsack.     Hfs  pay  Ws>  a  montb^  and  diet,  aod  pillagtf , 
hts  town  to  provide  bim  with  a  mooth's  providlona;  ¥b., 
pounds  of  hiscujtii,  twelve  of  pork,  twent^r  of  beef,  oae 
of  pease  or  meaL    The  leader  to  receive  40 j.  per  mantl 
towns  to  hear  llieir  share  of  the  lo^  of  arms.    A  list  of  l^e  : 
and  tbeir  arms  to  be  handed  in  to  tbe  CourU'' 


ilul 


Tlie  men  of  Medfbrd,  Cambridge,  and  Charles to^ 
one  company.     We  can  see  exactly  how  one  of  ovr  1 

soldiers  looked  in  his  military  array  in  1635.  The  bandtilecr 
was  a  laige  leathern  belt  for  supporting  the  gun.  It  passd 
oyer  the  right  shoulder,  and  under  the  left  arm.  The  two 
kinds  of  guns  used  by  our  fathers  were  called  "  firelock  "  and 
*•  matchlock.*'  The  first  kind  had  a  flint,  which  struck 
into  the  pan ;  the  second  was  without  a  flint,  and  tfc 
required  a  match  to  be  applied  to  the  powder. 

It  will  give  us  some  idea  of  the  habits  and  customs  ©f  1 
people  in  Medford  when  we  read  the  foUowing  law, 
JulyS6,  1631:  — 

**  Ordered  that,  every  first  Friday  in  every  month,  there  shall  bi 
a  general  training  of  them  that  inhabit  Charlestown,  Mistick, 
the  Newtown,  at  a  convenient  place  about  the  Indian  wi^ 
the  training  to  begin  at  one  of  the  clock  in  tbe  aftemooiu" 

"March  22,  1631  :  Gene  raj  Court  Ordered  that  every 
within  this  jurisdiction  sbtill,  before  the  5tb  of  April  next»  tskt 
especial  care  that  every  person  within  tbeir  town  (except  magjf- 
trates  and  miniMers),  as  well  servatiU  as  othersi  be  fitrnished  in^ 
good  and  suMcient  arEna.'* 

Aug,  7,  1632:   It  is  ordered  that  the  captains  shall  be  m^ 
tained  (on  parade-days)  by  their  severa!  companies*" 

**  Marcb  4,  I G35 :  It  is  ordered  that,  from  this  day  forward, 
I  captains  shall  receive  maintenance  out  of  the  treasury,  and 
from  their  compatiies.'* 

"Nov.  20,  1637:  It  was  ordered  that  training  should  he  kept 
eight  times  in  a  year,  at  the  discretion  of  the  chief  officers.  M*- 
giatrates  and  teaching  elders  are  allowed  each  of  them  a  man  fre^ 
IVom  tminings ;  and  the  deacons  of  the  several  churches  are  ft 
in  like  manner," 


The  first  rule  waa  this : 
prayer." 


'  Their  meetings  shall  begin 
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At  this  early  period,  none  were  allowed  to  vote  for  military 
xfficers  except  freemen,  and  they  **  who  have  taken  the  oath 
)f  residents."  Freemen  had  a  right  to  vote  in  these  elec- 
ions,  although  they  were  not  enrolled  as  members  of  the 
xainband.  Officers  must  be  freemen,  since  none  others 
were  eligible  to  offices  in  the  State. 

The  captain  was  required  to  take  oath.  The  fines  gathered 
■(ere  to  be  expended  in  buying  drum-heads  for  the  company, 
ind  arms  for  poor  men.  Ship-carpenters,  fishermen,  and 
oiillers  were  excused  from  training.  Millers  were  excused, 
because,  in  tending  tide-mills,  they  were  often  obliged  to  be 
It  work  through  the  night. 

Certain  persons  were  appointed  in  Med  ford  as  watchers  of 
fche  Indians  and  wild  beasts.     March  9,  1637  :  — 

**  All  watchers  shall  come  to  the  public  assemblies  with  their 
muskets  fit  for  service." 

Same  date :  — 

"  No  person  shall  travel  above  one  mile  from  his  dwelling-house 
without  some  arms,  upon  pain  of  12c£.  for  every  default." 

In  1637,  two  hundred  men,  as  warriors,  were  to  be  raised 
in  Massachusetts.  The  following  towns  furnished  numbers 
in  proportion  to  their  population :  Boston,  26 ;  Salem,  18 ; 
Saugus,  16;  Ipswich,  17;  Newbury,  8;  Roxbury,  10; 
Hingham,  6 ;  Meadford,  3. 

May  14:  "  Ordered  that  there  shall  be  a  watch  of  two  a  night 
kept  in  every  plantation  till  the  next  General  Court." 

June  2, 1641 :  "  Ordered  that  all  the  out- towns  shall  each  of  them 
have  a  barrel  of  gunpowder." 

Sept.  15,  1641 :  On  this  day  began  a  "  muster,"  which 
lasted  two  days:  twelve  hundred  soldiers.  And  though 
there  was  *^  plenty  of  wine  and  strong  beer,"  yet  **  no  man 
drunk,  no  oath  sworn,  no  quarrel,  no  hurt  done."  Can  so 
ittuch  be  said  now  ? 

Sept.  7,  1643  :  The  General  Court  thus  say:  — 

^It  is  agreed  that  the  military  commanders  shall  take  order  that 
u^e  companies  be  trained,  and  some  man,  to  be  appointed  by  them, 
^  each  town,  to  exercise  them." 

"Arms  must  be  kept  in  every  family."  These  warlike 
Preparations  would  lead  us  to  infer  that  our  Medford  ances- 
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tors  t)oIoTigc(l  not  only  to  the  church  militant,  but  alMtothe 
Ntato  niilitHint.  To  show  the  extremest  care  of  our  first  Kt- 
tlci'H  oil  tliis  very  point,  we  need  quote  only  the  fbllowng 
()nl(!r :  — 

'*Muy  U,  1045:  Ordered  that  all  chilldren  within  thi»jiiriA- 
lioii,  from  \v.n  to  sixt<M»n  years  of  age,  shall  be  instmcted  by  torn 
(iri<;  of  Ili(^  oilictTB  of  the  band,  or  some  other  experienced  soldier 
whom  tlic.  c'hif'f  ofllt'or  nhall  appoint  upon  the  usual  training-diyi^ 
in  the  ex(*rriso  of  arms,  as  small  guns,  half-pikes,  bows  andanom^ 
arcordin;;  to  tht*  disfn^tion  of  said  ollicer." 

KM7:  **  IVrsons  unable  to  provide  arms  and  equipments  fa 
militia  duty,  on  acvonnt  of  poverty,  if  he  be  single,  and  midff 
thirty  yvixrn  of  a^i*,  shall  be  put  to  service,  and  earn  them.  Mns^ 
<|ui'te(»rs,  anion«x  tin^ir  articles  of  equipment,  are  to  have  tm 
fatlxmis  of  match. 

"  Whoi^vi'r  nrfusos  to  do  duty,  when  commanded,  shall  befinel 
live  Hhillings.*' 

May  2,  KMl):  The  General  Court  issue  the  following:— 

"Jt  is  ordrrcjl  that  the  Selectmen  of  every  town  within  this 
jurisdirtinii  shall,  before  the  2  1th  of  June,  which  shall  be  in  ths 
year  l(l.')<»,  provide  for  every  fifty  soldiers  in  each  town  a  barrdrf 
good  powder,  fine  hniidred  and  (if^y  pounds  of  musket  bullets,  sod 
one-(juarter  of  a  liuiidred  of  match/' 

May  \l{),  1()/>S:  The  (ieneral  Court  say:  — 

"In  answer  to  tln^  recjuest  of  the  inhabitants  of  Meadford,tlrt 
("ourt  jud^jeth  it  meet  to  grant  their  desire;  i.  e.,  liberty  to  list  thcm- 
Sfdves  in  the  trainband  of  Cambridge,  and  be  no  longer  compelled 
to  travel  unto  Charlestowu." 

As  several  of  Air.  Cradock's  men  were  fined  at  different 
times  for  absence  from  training,  we  infer  that  the  miUtary 
exercises    re(iuired    by  law  were  vciy  strictly  observed  ia 
Medford ;    and  how  it  could  have  been  otherwise,  after  W 
many  special  laws  luid  regulations,  we  do  not  see.    It  seemed 
a  first  necessity  of  their  forest-life  to  protect  themselves  froi* 
the  wily  Indian  and  the  hungry  bear.     These  military  pre- 
parations were  not  suspended  for  a  century.    Afi  late  as  Aug* 
4,  1718,  the  inhabitants  of  Medford  voted  £10  to  buy  powde* 
for  their  defence  against  the  Indians. 

"  Every  person  enlisting  in  the  troop  is  required  to  have  a  g«^ 
horse,  and   be  well  fitted  with  saddle,  &c.;    and,  having  lista^ 
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bone,  he  shall  not  put  hitn  off  wilhout  the  ooofient  of  hU 

The  powder  and  balls  belonging  to  the  town  were  not  de- 
>«ited  always  in  the  same  place ;    and,  March  3,   1746, 
Voted  that  Captdn  Samuel  Brooks  shall  have  the  keeping 
the  town's  stock  of  ammunition." 

1668 :  This  year  the  Court  took  a  step  which  was  not 
apular*  They  resolved  to  eatercisc  the  power  which  they 
>ught  they  possesaed ;  viz,,  of  nominating  all  the  military 
icers.  The  taking  away  of  "  so  considerable  a  part  of  their 
long -enjoyed  liberty  '*  met  with  decided  opposition  ;  and, 
then  OUT  Medford  company  was  organized,  the  town  did  not 
Mow  the  Court  to  nominate  the  officers* 

Up  to  tlija  time,  we  hear  little  of  "  musters  ;  "  and  we  pre- 
ime  that  large  assemblies  of  soldiers  at  one  place  were  not 
>mmon.  The  military  organization  must  necessarily  have 
been  very  simple  and  limited  at  first ;  and  the  idea  of  "divi- 
Aqub^**  "  battalions,"  "  regiments/*  as  with  us,  must  have  bean 
p(  a  much  later  period* 

One  factj  however,  is  clear;  and  that  is,  that  these  habitual 

eparations  for  defence  and  war  gradually  educated  the  colo* 

sts    to    that   personal   courage    and    military    skill   which 

endered  them  so  powerful  in  their  war  with  Philip,  and  thus 

?repared  them  for  achieving  the  victories  of  the  Revolution. 
_  n  1675,  they  beat  King  Philip ;  in  1775,  they  beat  King 
porga ;  and,  in  1875,  they  may  beat  all  the  kings  of  the 

Ills  deep  interest  in  military  affairs  made  our  forefathers 
iTJikefully  anxious  on  the  subject  of  the  election  of  officers  in 
ibe  trainbands.  It  was  an  event  in  which  every  person  in 
Iciwai  male  and  female,  felt  that  his  or  her  safety  might  be 
detply  concerned*  The  law  carefully  guarded  the  rights  of 
^t  |w?ople  in  this  act ;  and,  therefore,  did  not  leave  so  im- 
portant a  trust  to  be  conferred  by  the  members  of  the  com- 
pany alone,  but  made  it  the  duty  of  the  whole  town  to  choose 
^He  three  commanding  officers*  On  the  first  occasion,  when 
tKia  power  was  to  be  exercised  by  the  whole  town,  the  Select- 
^^n  issued  a  warrant  for  a  meeting  of  all  the  inhabitants  who 
had  a  right  to  vote*  The  warrant  was  dated  May  18,  1781, 
^H  Was  Issued  "  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
^'I'Jsetts,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  militia  officers,  as  set 
f'^rthin  the  Militia  Act,"  This  was  the  sole  business  of  the 
ineetiiiu     The  result  was  as  follows :  — 
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Caleb  Brooks chosen    ....     GapUun. 

Stephen  Hall,  4th Ist 

Daniel  Tufts 2d  LientMiA 

Here  appears  the  great  democratic  principle  of  popvhl 
election  of  military  leaders,  wherein  the  majority  of  TOten 
decide  the  whole  case. 

It  was  customary  for  the  newly  elected  officer,  not  oiilytD 
"  treat  the  company,"  but  to  treat  everybody  else  who  repoiel 
to  his  house  at  the  appointed  time.  These  were  deemed  tbs 
occasions  in  which  freedom  was  liberally  interpreted.  Meil 
and  bread  were  provided  for  food ;  but  punch  and  flip  weit 
furnished  in  such  overflowing  abundance,  that  some  visiton 
took  many  more  steps  in  going  home  than  in  coming.  It 
expected,  moreover,  that  the  captain  would  treat  his  soldiers  on 
parade-days.  This  item,  added  to  other  necessary  expemeii 
made  quite  a  draft  on  the  chief  officer's  purse,  as  well  as  time. 
There  are  some  conventional  usages  whose  antiquity  can  be 
very  safely  assumed;  and  this  of  "treating  the  soldiers ''ii 
emphatically  one.  So  late  as  our  day  it  has  continued ;  anl 
the  temperance  reformation  has  hardly  yet  arrested  it. 

Although  we  have  recorded  the  organization  of  a  milituj 
corps  in  1781,  whose  officers  were  chosen  by  the  town,  ic- 
cording  to  the  laws   then  existing,  there  were  soldiers  in 
Medford  from  1630  to  that  time.     What  the  exact  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  enlijstment  were  in  the  middle  of  the 
*  seventeenth  century,  we  cannot  discover.     There  were  com- 
position companies ;  and  the  associations  were  often  accidental, 
according  to   contiguity  of  place.     They  in  Medford,  who 
were  "  watchers,"  were  soldiers  ;  and  the  annual  provision  of 
town  powder  suows  that  the  ammunition  was  used.     There 
was  a  company  of  militia  in  Medford  before  the  Revolution; 
and,  when  troublesome  times  came,  they  were  ready  for  duty. 
It  was  the  eighth  company  in  the  first  regiment  of  the  firat 
brigade  of  the  third  division.      Scth  Bullard  was  Captain; 
William  Burbeck,  1st  Lieutenant;  and  Ezekiel  Flympton,2d 
Lieutenant.     It  belonged  to  Colonel  Thomas  Gardner's  regi- 
ment.    In  1775,  it  was  commanded  by  Captain  Isaac  HalL 
''This  company  came  out,"  says  the  Adjutant-General,  "on 
the  19th  of  April,  1775,  and  were  in  service  five  days,  and 
were  undoubtedly  in  the  battles  of  Lexington  and  Concord." 
The   names  of   the  men  composing  the  company  on  that 
memorable  occasion  are  all  recorded  on  the  muster-roll ;  and 
they  were  all  Medford  men,  as  follows :  — 


MILITART  HiaxORT. 


187 


fHall,  Captain;  Caleb  Brooks,  Lieutenant i  Stephen  HrIIj 
Tljomas  Pritchitrd,  I:^aac  Tufts,  nnd  Mosea  Hall,  Ser- 
im;  John  Tuftj^,  G*'r:flmm  T«eL  and  Jonathan  Urf^enleaf,  Corpo- 
J  TimotJiy  Hall,  Drummer;  Willium  Furninf^,  Fifer.  Pri%'ateB 
Ilow\^ ;  iJjtvld  Vinton,  John  Bucknam,  Isaac  Watson,  Jonaiban 
reJK'«^*  Jonathan  Duviii,  Abel  Kichardi^on,  James  Tu(\.^.  jun», 
mel  Tuftii,  8d,  Andrew  Floyd,  Benjamin  Floyd,  Antlrew  Blan- 
1,  Barauel  Tuft^,  John  Francis,  jun,,  Paul  Dexter,  John  Smithy 
Buiierfield,  Josiah  Cutter,  John  Kemp,  Eleaxer  Putnam, 
Buck  nam,  jun,,  Aaron  Crowell,  Jonathan  Tufts,  Benjumlti 
,  Thomas  Wakefield,  Jonathan  Tee  I,  Aaron  Blan chard,  Rieh- 
Cdle,  William  Blnford,  Thoma;^  Bradshaw,  Daniel  Tufts,  Peter 
5,  jun,,  Ebenezer  Tufb,  Isaac  Cooch,  Daniel  Conery,  Riehard 
e,  WtJliam  Polly,  Peter  Cooery,  David  Hadley,  Jacob  Bedin, 
|jli  Clefton,  Samuel  Hadley,  jtin.,  Moaes  Hadley,  John  Called- 
^tihu  Clarke,  Andrew  iJradshaw,  Thomas  Saveb,  Francis  Hall, 
Benjamin  Savils. 

[ere  are  fifty-nine  IVIcdford  men  in  actual  service;  and  the 

paid  tbem  for  their  services  £28.  16i*  5rf. 

h  man  received  pay  for  five  days'  service,  except 
iam  Polly,  who  was  killed  in  battle, 
aptain  Isaac  Hall  made  a  report  of  his  company  to  the 
^3  of  the  departtnent,  Oct.  6,  1775,  then  stationed  on 
fpect  HilL  He  resigned,  before  the  end  of  the  year,  for 
purpose  of  taking  command  of  another  company;  and 
it^nant  Caleb  Brooks  was  chosen  captain  in  his  stead,  and, 
ich,  made  a  report,  January  3,  1776, 
he   corps   which  Ciiptain   Isaac   Hall  commanded  **  was 

up  of  men  from  Aledford,  Charlestown,  Wobnrn,  Mal- 

Cam bridge,  and  Stoneham,  and  were  called  the  sight 
rtf'  men."    They  enlisted  for  that  time  j  and,  in  addition  to 

pay,  each  one  was  to  have  a  coat  at  the  expiration  of  bis 
Btment.     Eight  of  this  company  belonged  to  Medford ; 

they  were  the  following :  Isaac  Hall,  Captain  ;  Caleb 
Dk«,  Lieutenant.  The  privates  were :  Benjamin  Floyd, 
.eg  Wyman,  Jonah  Cutler,  John  Smith,  William  Buck- 
and  Joseph  Bond,      The  last  named  was  discharged 

7,  1*4  75  i  the  rest  served  out  the  eight  months,  and  were 
be  **  coat  roll,"  so  called,  —  which  fact  secured  a  pension 

tli6  United  States.     Some  took  money  instead  of  a  coat* 

«  time  afterwards,  Captain  Hall  testified  that  Samuel  In- 

,  one  of  his  company,  *'  has  bin  imprizoned  in  Cannedy, 

hain't  recL'eved  no  coat/*     This  company  was  ordered  by 

WaHhington,  in  Maich,  1776,  ta  be  "marched  from 
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««^>^  ruttrt  W.7  din:-  iayi. 

Tilt   .Vf.*f::r.r':    ai.V.r.a.   vii-.w;  Tii3iiix»  ▼»  it 
.!»•♦»  T.r.i#*-w^<,  !.•«  airtar.i-tieii  zcr  1:1*  i-iC  ijne  in.  "iiB  '*' 

Xttjit  •iv.ii,  vui  v,gi.Tia.iiiart  ;c  "Lie  lumgaxLj  w«b  s  it 
X"**:  — 

SC-MM  r£A.I !iii-**»ii  Cisciia     .     .  Jon.  I2l  B* 

nAmiwti  T*in \     .     .     .  ybsA^tStL 

A.M;aA  r;*fu»r Xay  SLlS* 

^#!*nriiw  r>ri**»nl«i/ C»ct  iX  VBk 

Stm:ii*t  >'*^*;'. AdcxI  ir.  lili 

.VAr)\an  A/.a.-sw April  iCUii 

hiUtii^A  T'rwjtnz^M, AJril  3»  tiM 

t^,^\::i,^A  of  rr.ft  x.--.*  -.rii-vic  of  :z.e  :li:d  ^ii^isioii;  bat  1^ 
X  tJTff  r*:;flfr.^r.r,  •.:,';  £::':.,  wa.«  fim^.  and  Med»3rd,Cfad» 
iy,Trr.,  \:A  WaAht.  composed  i:.  The  next  capcua  of  dt 
.Vk^fo.-'i  rr^rr^pjsir.T  vis  R.;f:5  Frc«t,  choiien  Mat  li,  1801 
Ha  r^!;?r.ft^,  and  wi.s,  dUr:har2«Ki  Mirch  10,  ISIO.  He«« 
r*b-<i!ft'',i'>id  April  .3,  IS  10,  but  he  "refined  to  qTLilify"  Th 
iWfXf.  '^pUi:*-!  were  :  — 

U^xiry  K^^d chr/?«ii     ....  July  3.  WA 

l}zri'nr\  0#f#*:land Feb.  27,  Wl^ 

ll^.ury  TfMifi April  2.181^ 

fM^Jt  Jam':4 MArch  liS,  1S1& 

M//^^i  .M^jirill April  H  18* 

John  T.  Whiui Maj  4,  l8tt 

John  .S(iarr»:ll Aag.  6,  Idft 

L.  O.  rjha-i^ May  8,  iMi 

It  ir?L«i  disbanded  under  a  general  order,  April  24,  184ft 
Whatftvf'S  confusion  may  seem  to  belong  to  one  or  two  rf 
i)n:%iz  rccordH,  could  doubtless  be  rendered  clear  if  it  bad  bed 
th#;  fAiHtftm  to  make  prompt  and  accurate  returns,  and  also  t0 
ktii:p  th#;  rolls  as  methodically  as  they  are  at  present  ''Mi" 
riut<;-mcn  "  were  frequently  organized,  and  no  official  Tegi/XtJ 
mnjli:  of  them.  Members  of  one  company  would  join  anotbtf 
for  a  4in(<lf;  campaign  of  actual  service,  and,  at  tlieir  returBi 
tak^!  thr-ir  former  places  in  the  rank  and  file.  1 

In  1828,  when  the  Medford  Light  Infimtry  had  resigned 
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lb  duurtfer.  Captain  John  Sparrell  was  ordered  to  enroll  its 
■umbers  in  his  company.  He  did  so ;  and,  in  that  autumn, 
!^  appeared  at  a  muster  in  Maiden  with  one  hundred  and 
pmety-six  men,  rank  and  file. 

Let  us  now  return  to  our  history  near  the  close  of  the 
■^hteenth  century. 

In  1797,  a  '*  general  muster  "  took  place  in  Concord,  Mid- 
dleaex  County ;  and  it  engaged  the  attention  of  the  whole 
pommunity.  The  war  of  the  Revolution  had  made  the 
■umagement  of  regiments  and  divisions  an  easy  thing ;  and 
the  soldier-feeling  of  '75  and  '83  had  not  much  abated.  A 
gathering  of  several  regiments,  therefore,  was  a  most  joyous 
erent  in  this  community.  Medford  made  it  a  town  matter, 
■nd  Toted  to  pay  each  soldier  two  dollars,  and  to  give  each 
a  half-pound  of  powder.  These  musters  became  the  occa- 
■ions  of  great  dissipation.  They  seemed  to  be  a  mustering 
of  all  the  evils  of  a  community.  "  Egg-pop  "  was  the  favor- 
ite drink;  and  "wrestling,"  the  "ring,"  "pawpaw,"  "  hust- 
ling," and  "  wheel  of  fortune,"  the  prevalent  amusements. 
Intemperance,  gambling,  fisticuffs,  ribaldry,  theft,  and  noise 
were  in  the  ascendant ;  and  the  injury  to  youthful  spectators 
inconceivably  great. 


MEDFORD   LIGHT   INFANTRY. 

The  members  of  this  company  petitioned  the  Governor 
and  Council  to  be  organized,  as  an  independent  corps,  under 
the  law  of  Nov.  29,  1785.  As  that  law  was  very  peculiar, 
and  gave  rights  seemingly  at  variance  to  general  military 
naage,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  extract  the  two  sections 
which  contain  the  extraordinary  provisions.  They  are  as 
jGoUows :  — 

^  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when 
any  Major-General,  commander  of  a  division  of  militia  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, shall  certify  to  the  Governor,  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  will 
be  expedient,  and  for  the  good  of  the  Commonwealth,  that  one  or 
more  companies  of  cadets,  or  other  corps,  should  be  raised,  tn  his 
division^  the  Grovernor,  with  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  (if  he  judge  expe- 
dient) to  raise  such  cadet  company,  companies,  or  corps  ;  and,  when 
any  such  company  or  corps  shall  be  raised,  they  shall  elect  their  offi- 
cers in  the  same  manner,  and  in  the  same  proportion,  as  is  provided 
for  the  election  of  officers  of  other  companies  and  corps  of  militia  in 
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this  Commonweatb ;  and  the  officers  m  elected  shEll  be  i 
iioned  by  the   Govern  or.     Provided^  alw^i^  that  no  iUdi  i 
com  puny  or  corps  shall  be  raiied  in  any  of  mid  dirisiona* ' 

memi»  thereof,  any.  of  the  standing  ennipanies  wilhin  tiies&mi 
he  rtidnred  to  a  ht^^  number  than  jsistiy  privates, 

^^  And  be  it  fuHhcr  enacted^  hj  the  aufJiority  ajhreiaui^  Thjil  1 
said  L'ompanies  or  corps,  when  raised  and  urganissed,  shii' 
the  commaiid  of  the  Major-General  of  the  divisioti  in  v 
§hall  b<!  respectively  formed,  and  shall  he  subject  to  the  nilw* 
rejrijlations  ihat  are  already,  or  may  hereafter  be,  provided  by  th 
L(*gi.s  hit  tire,  or  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  militia  of  thii  1^ 
mon wealthy  for  the  general  government  of  the  militia*** 

It  will  be  observed  that  these  companies  might  be 
by  the  recommendation  of  the  Major^eneral,  and  the  offid 
and  members  composing  them  may  be  scattered  in  the  d\S 
ent  towns  within  the  division.      Cases  occurred  where 
three  superior  officers   lived  in  separate  towns.      On  tU 
account,    these    corps    were    called    divisionary    compa 
Another  peculiarity  waSj  that  they  were  subject  to  the  or 
of  the  Major-General  alone,  and  were  never  commanded 
a  Brigadier-General*      They  were  not  connected  with 
brigade,  but  took  the  place  of  a  brigade ;  and  on  the  field,  ( 
a  general  review,  they  took  the  right,  because   they  we 
commanded    only  by  the    Major-GeneraL      This    rights  or ' 
assumption,  often  caused  trouble  on  great  muster-days  ; 
once,  when  the  Brigadier-General  ordered  the  Medford  Light 
Infantry  to  tuke  the  left,  the  Captain  marched  his  con 
off' the  field,  and  returned  to  Medford  without  being  rew 
They  maintained  their  cause,  and  never  yielded  their  priuritj. 
The  Westoa  Infantry  was  organized  under  the  same  kl 
but  always  gave  precedence  to  the  Medford  on  account ' 
its  greater  age, 

1789 :  When  General  Washington  made  his  visit  at 
bridge,  he  was  attracted  by  the  superior  appearance  of 
Medford  company  on  parade,  and  took  great  pains  to 
General  Brooks  what  corps  it  was.     He  passed  a  high 
pliment  on  it. 

There  were  many  companies  organized  in  the  Commfl 
^wealth  under  the  kw;    some  artillery,  some  cavalry, 
generally  infantry*      On    general   review-days,   the    Maj< 
General  and  his  staff  would  ride  and  stop  in  front  of  a 
gade,  and  there  go  through  with  their  examinations 
reviews :  when  they  came  to  the  Medford  Light  Infant: 
they  would  all  stop^  and  go  through  the  same  examinatic 
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JW8  which  belonged  to  a  brigade.  This  was  any 
;  agreeable  to  the  reviewing  officers  and  to  the  sol- 
he  regular  brigades.  Few  only  of  these  companies 
n  commission.  The  Boston  and  Salem  Cadets  are 
ishing.  In  1840,  the  question  of  the  companies^ 
[  under  the  law  of  1785,  taking  the  right  of  brigades^ 
again,  and  was  decided  against  the  divisionary  corps ; 
are  now  "  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  that 
dy  provided  for   the   general   government   of  the 

General  Brooks  certified  to  the  Governor,  in  1786, 
lought  it  expedient  that  a  divisionary  corps  should 
in  his  division ;  and,  as  the  Medford  Light  Infantry 
sd  in  petitioning  for  organization,  the  petition  was 
and  the  organization  took  place  Nov.  29,  1786. 
ce  of  officers  on  that  day  resulted  as  follows  :  — 

Hall Captain. 

[all Captain's  Lieutenant. 

uel Lieutenant. 

ffice  of  Ensign  was  not  deemed  indispensable ;  and 
chosen  till  May  3,  1791,  when  J.  Bucknam  was 
The  names  of  the  commanders  of  this  long-respected 
ent  company  are  as  follows  :  — 

Hall  (promoted  to  an  aide-de-camp  in  1790)  1786  to  1790. 

mown 1790  1798. 

lall 1798  1803. 

Hall,  jun •  .     .  1803  1806. 

I  Wyman,  of  Charlestown 1806  1808. 

mchard 1808  1809. 

:er     . 1809  18n. 

BaUey 1811  1814. 

by 1814  1815. 

;hed 1815  1818. 

Cutter 1818  1821. 

3igelow 1821  1823. 

urrage 1823  1824. 

Symnes 1824  1827. 

3  11th  of  January,  1828,  it  resigned  its  commission, 
never  been  revived.  For  the  first  twenty-five  years 
istence,  this  company  stood  among  the  first  for  cele- 
grace  of  drill-exercise  and  martial  manoeuvre.  It 
it  had  a  sort  of  brigade  character  to  sustain ;  and  the 
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ambitious  young  men  of  Medford  joined  heartily  to  make  I 
the  banner  corps  of  the  county. 

In  the  war  of  18 12,  this  company  was  called  to  guard  tk 
powder-house,  and  did  duty  there  for  some  weeks. 

The  zeal  for  military  display  declined  after  1814,  aal 
there  was  only  an  anniial  training  for  keeping  ap  the  diov 
of  warlike  preparation. 

March  7,  1831 :  One  hundred  knapsacks  were  ordered  hf 
the  town  for  the  use  of  the  militia. 


BROOKS    PHALANX. 

Sept.  22,  1841 :  Fifty-two  citizens  of  Medford  petitionel 
the  Governor  for  a  charter  to  establish  a  company  of  voIub- 
teer  militia,  to  be  attached  to  the  fifth  regiment  of  infimtij, 
in  the  first  brigade  and  third  division  of  Massachusetts  mifi- 
tia.  This  petition  was  granted ;  and  the  company  adopted  tb 
name  of  Brooks  Phalanx,  in  honor  of  his  late  Excellencj 
Governor  Brooks. 

Oct.  11,  1841:  The  following  officers  were  chosen:  — 

Samuel  Blanchard Captain. 

II.  N.  Peck Ist  LieotenaaL 

Joseph  W.  Mitchell 2d  Lieutenaat 

James  B.  Gregg dd  Lieutenant 

A  Constitution  and  By-laws  having  been  adopted,  the  fint 
parade  was  on  the  22d  of  August,  and  seldom  has  any  com- 
pany appeared  better. 

Aug.  21,  1843  :  The  ladies  of  Medford  presented  the  Pha- 
lanx with  a  beautiful  standard.  The  ceremony  took  place 
before  the  meeting-house  of  the  first  parish^  and  was  worthy 
the  occasion. 

Captain  Blanchard  having  been  promoted  to  the  office  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  he  resigned  his  office  as  commandtf 
of  the  Phalanx ;  and,  Nov.  13,  1844,  James  W.  Brooks  wai 
chosen  as  his  successor.  In  1846,  Captain  Brooks  wai 
honorably  discharged;  and,  April  10,  Charles  Caldwell 
was  elected  Captain.  After  serving  acceptably,  he  resigned; 
and.  May  9,  1849,  Gilman  Griffin  was  elected  in  his  place. 
The  last  meeting  held  by  the  company  was  Dec.  18,  1849, 
when  it  was  concluded  to  discontinue  the  organization,  resign 
the  charter,  and  return  the  standard  to  the  ladies  who  gave 
it.     The  standard  was  placed  in  the  Town  Hall. 
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LAWRENCE   LIGHT   GUARD. 

This  young  and  enthusiastic  corps  begins  its  military 
career  under  the  most  favorable  auspices;  and  every  one 
Irishes  it  prosperity.  It  is  composed  wholly  of  Medford 
men^  and  it  will  sustain  a  Medford  reputation.  It  was  orga- 
nized Oct  1^  1854 ;  and  its  officers,  chosen  with  unanimity, 
are  as  follows :  — 

Henry  W.  Usher Captain. 

Asa  Law Ist  LieutenanL 

Thomas  R  Hadley 2d  Lieutenant. 

Samuel  Lawrence 3d  Lieutenant. 

B.  W.  Parker 4th  Lieutenant. 

The  number,  including  rank  and  file,  is  sixty.  Their  first 
parade  was  Oct.  12,  1854,  when  they  were  exercised  in  firing 
■t  a  target.  They  are  Company  E,  Fifth  Regiment  Ligli 
In£uitry. 

There  was  a  military  manoeuvre  designed  and  executed 
by  Captain  Thomas  Pritchard,  of  Medford,  while  in  com- 
mand at  New  York,  which  deserves  honorable  mention. 
The  English  had  taken  possession  of  the  city.  Sept  15,  1776, 
but  were  greatly  annoyed  by  the  American  forces  in  its 
tieighborhood.  Captain  Pritchard  was  personally  known  to 
Bome  of  the  British  officers,  and  he  was  remarkable  for  his 
celerity  and  skill  in  the  war  tactics.  One  day  he  had  been 
making  explorations  with  his  company,  when  he  came  unex- 
pectedly among  a  large  force  of  British  cavalry  in  a  road. 
Ihe  English  commander  cried  out  to  him,  "  Well,  Pritchard, 
%eVe  got  yoil  at  last.*'  "  Not  exactly,"  replied  Pritchard ; 
tad  he  immediately  ordered  his  men  to  form  across  the  road, 
Bad  to  prepare  for  a  charge.  The  caValry  stopped.  The 
wind  was  favorable  to  carry  the  smoke  of  Pritchard's  fire 
directly  among  the  enemy.  The  English  commander  felt 
that  there  must  be  great  loss  to  him  if  he  should  open  a  fire, 
owing  to  the  narrow  defile  and  the  adverse  wind.  He  there- 
fore stood  still.  To  retreat,  and  also  to  gain  time,  was 
^ritchard's  policy ;  and  he  accomplished  it  thus  :  He  walked 
behind  his  men,  and  touched  every  other  one  in  the  whole 
line,  and  then  ordered  those  that  he  had  touched  to  retreat 
Wkwards  twenty  steps.  They  did  so,  and  there  halted. 
This  position  kept  each  of  his  men  in  a  fit  order  to  fire 
or  to   charge,  as   might   be   necessary.     As   soon'  as   this 
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half  had  halted,  he  ordered  the  remaining  half  to  letreit 
sloH  ly  in  the  same  vrny  ;  to  pass  through  the  line,  and  reCratf 
twenty  steps  behind  the  front  rank.  They  did  so  sucom- 
fully.  The  cavalry  rushed  forward,  but  did  not  fire.  Pnir 
chard's  men  understood  the  movement^  and  were  nqt  terrified 
at  superior  numbers.  They  continued  to  retreat  in  tUi 
unassailable  and  American  fashion  for  nearly  an  hour,  wliea 
the  narrow  road  ended  in  a  broken,  rocky  pasture.  Kw 
their  destruction  seemed  certain.  Captain  Pritcha^  U9 
near  him  a  led^e  of  rocks  and  a  narrow  pass.  He  resolTsd 
to  get  there  if  ho  could.  But  how  could  it  be  done?  The 
enemy  had  now  come  out,  and  nearly  surrounded  him.  Hb 
formed  his  men  into  a  hollow  s(juare,  and  ordered  them  to 
retreat  sideways  towards  that  narrow  pass.  They  did  w, 
each  keeping  his  place,  and  presenting  his  bayonet  to  the  fee. 
They  reached  the  rock  ;  and  there  they  must  stop.  With  their 
backs  to  the  precipice,  and  their  face  to  the  enemy,  they  muit 
now  surrender  or  die.  They  had  resolved  to  try  the  chanoei 
of  battle.  The  British  had  now  come  round  them  in  such 
overwhelming  numbers,  that  they  felt  desperate.  Just  as  the 
British  ofiicer  had  ordered  them  to  surrender,  a  detachment 
of  American  troops  came  suddenly  upon  them.  The  cavalfj 
Haw  they  themselves  must  be  taken  ;  and  they  turned  and  fled. 
Major  Brooks  narrated  to  General  Washington  every  p•^ 
ticular  of  this  victorious  strategem  ;  and  Washington  said, 
"  There  is  nothing  in  our  military  history  yet  that  surpassei 
tlie  ingenuity  and  fortitude  of  that  manceuvre."  CapttiB 
Pritchard  was  very  young,  and  a  great  favorite  in  the  army; 
and,  when  it  became  his  turn  to  watch  through  the  night, 
it  was  a  common  saying  among  the  officers,  "  We  can  sleep 
soundly  to-night ;  Prit chard's  out."  He  returned  to  Medfoid 
after  the  war,  resumed  his  trade  of  cooper,  and  died,  June  8, 
1795,  aged  forty -three. 

C()i/)NKL  Ebenezer  Francis,  son  of  Ebenezer  Franciif  ' 
was  born  in  Medford,  Dec.  22,  1743,  on  Thursday,  and  tap" 
tized  on  Christmas  Day,  the  next  Sunday.     Living  in  Med* 
ford  till  his  majority,  he  was  studious  to  gain  knowledge,  in^ 
succeeded  beyond  most  others.     He  moved  to  Beverly,  and-* 
in  1766,  married  Miss  Judith  Wood,  by  whom  he  had  foi** 
daughters  and  one  son.     That  son  he  named  Ebenezer,  wb-O 
now  resides  in  Boston,  is  nearly  eighty  years  of  age,  and  oO-* 
of  our  most  distinguished  merchants. 


mUTART   HISTORY.  195 

Colonel  Francis  had  three  brothers,  who  became  officers  in 
the  Kevolutionary  army,  and  did  their  native  Medford  credit. 
Ebenezer  was  commissioned  as  Captain  by  the  Continental 
•  CotigresSy  July  1,  1775  ;  next  year  rose  to  the  rank  of 
Colonel,  and  commanded  a  regiment  on  Dorchester  Heights 
from  August  to  December,  1776.  Authorized  by  Congress, 
he  raised  the  eleventh  Massachusetts  regiment,  and,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1777,  marched  at  the  head  of  it  to  Ticonderoga.  Mon- 
day, July  7,  1777,  a  skirmish  took  place  between  the  eleventh 
Massachusetts  regiment  and  the  British,  at  Hubbard  ton,  near 
Whitehall,  N.Y.,  in  which  Colonel  Francis  fell.  A  private 
journal  of  Captain  Greenleaf,  now  in  the  library  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Historical  Society,  says  :  — 

"  Colonel  Francis  first  received  a  ball  through  his  right  arm ; 
bat  still  continued  at  the  head  of  his  troops  till  he  received  the  fatal 
wound  through  his  body,  entering  his  right  breast.  He  dropped  on 
his  face." 

His  chaplain  says  :  — 

.  "No  officer  so  noticed  for  his  military  accomplishments  and 
regular  life  as  he.  His  conduct  in  the  field  is  spoken  of  in  the 
highest  terms  of  applause.*' 

A  British  officer,  who  was  in  the  battle  of  Hubbardton, 
happened  to  be  quartered  as  a  prisoner  in  Medford.  He 
wrote  a  history  of  that  battle;  and  we  make  the  following 
extracts,  which  relate  to  a  Medford  mother  then  living  in  her 
house  at  the  West  End.     The  officer  says :  — 

"A  few  days  since,  walking  out  with  some  officers,  we  stopped  at- 
a  house  to  purchase  vegetables.     While  the  other  officers  were  bar- 
gaining with  the  woman  of  the  house,  I  observed  an  elderly  woman 
sitting  by  the  fire,  who  was  continually  eying  us,  and  every  now 
and  then  shedding  a  tear.     Just  as  we  were  quitting  the  house,  she 
got  up,  and,  bursting  into  tears,  said,  *  Gentlemen,  will  you  let  a 
poor  distracted  woman  speak  a  word  to  you  before  you  go  ? '     We, 
as  you  must  naturally  imagine,  were  all  astonished;    and,  upon 
inquiring  what  she  wanted,  with  the  most  poignant  grief,  and  sob- 
l»ng  as  if  her  heart  was  on  the  point  of  breaking,  asked  if  any  of  us 
knew  her  son,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Hubbardton,  a  Colonel 
Francis.     Several  of  us  informed  her  4hat  we  had  seen  him  after 
^  Was  dead.     She  then  inquired  about  his  pocket-book,  and  if  any 
ofhia  papers  were  safe,  as  some  related  to  his  estates,  and  if  any  of 
*«  soldiers  had  got  his  watch ;  if  she  could  but  obtain  that,  in 
remembrance  of  her  dear,  dear  son,  she  should  be  happy.     Captain 
'Cfgurson,  of  our  regiment,  who  was  of  the  party,  told  her,  as  to  the 
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The  first  on  the  list  still  lives ;  the  others  are  dead.  Ed- 
mmid  Gates  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Chippewa ;  and  Abiel 
K  Shed  was  killed  in  the  sortie  of  Fort  Erie,  1813. 

One  of  the  most  signal  sacrifices  made  by  Medford  to 
die  canse  of  the  country,  in  that  war,  was  the  death  of  Lieu- 
tenant John  Brooks,  son  of  General  Brooks,  who  graduated 
aft  Harvard  College  in  1805,  studied  medicine  with  his  father, 
and  afterwards  joined  the  army  as  an  officer  of  marines.     The 
personal  beauty  of  young  Brooks  was  a  matter  of  remark  in 
every  company  where  he  appeared.     His  courage  was  great ; 
and,  by  exposing  himself  in  the  hottest  struggle  of  the  fight, 
he  was  instantly  killed  by  a  cannon-ball,  which  struck  him 
near  the  hip,  and  mangled  him  shockingly.     This  occurred 
in  the  famed  battle  on  Lake  Erie,  Sept.   13,  1813,  when 
Commodore  Perry  gained  his  brilliant  victory  over  the  Eng- 
fish  fleet. 

The  remains  of  Lieutenant  Brooks  were  buried  on  an 
island  in  Lake  Erie,  and  there  remained  until  November, 
1817,  when  they  were  removed  to  Fort  Shelby,  in  the  city 
of  Detroit,  Michigan.  The  **  Detroit  Gazette,"  of  Nov.  7, 
1817,  has  the  following  notice  of  the  removal :  — 

"  Funeral  of  Lieutencmt  John  Brooks,  —  On  Friday  last,  the 
icnains  of  Lieutenant  John  Brooks,  who  fell  in  the  battle  on  Lake 
Krie,  were  interred  in  the  new  burial-ground,  upon  the  glacis  of 
fort  Shelby,  within  the  Military  Reserve  of  this  city.  The  cere- 
BODj  was  attended  with  military  honors  suited  to  the  rank  of  the 
^eocMsed. 

**The  body  was  escorted  by  a  military  corps,  and  preceded  by 
tkc  Rev.  Messrs.  Monteith  and  Lamed.  The  pall  was  supported 
^six  Lieutenants,  with  scarfs.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  and  the 
^Jfficcrs  of  the  Fifth  United  States  Regiment,  followed  as  mourners, 
fcnked  by  marshals.  Then  succeeded  Major-General  Macomb, 
GoTemor  Cass,  and  the  civil,  judicial,  and  municipal  officers  of  the 
^^tory  and  city,  citizens  and  strangers,  and  the  non-commissioned 
^^fficers  and  soldiers  of  the  array.  The  funeral  service  was  per- 
wnned  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Larned.  The  procession  was  solemn  and 
•oblime." 

These  services  show  the  high  esteem  in  which  the  brave 
^i  beautiful  young  officer  was  held  by  his  comrades  and 
commanders. 

The  following  elegiac  lines,  composed  for  the  occasion, 
^ere  written  by  Captain  Whiting,  of  the  Fifth  Regiment :  — 
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0>f  v:ii<:£.  r^de  tis.-:  eajz.  ^ar  Ju* 

xl.1.1  .!::•.  i-  ..-jiiix  T-a-^^-i  virra. 

A'.i,   /I  :,»•  v.-^  :.-L-i  --_i:  ii^i  :r.T  i-iisit. 
I.-.  •Kf:^u..'.z  ii:.Lijiiii  ceiaeieJB  r;llcd. 

TV./  V.  -  v.  -  -Jir.r.-^r  -j  «•  tirt  ty.z^, 

Ar.^  fr^r.^ir/p  v.^t^  -hill  I-av^'ia  ^:c£s. : 

for  -r-.i  ♦.-.«:  '.h.trri  rz^j  re-:  'ixi^roAen, 
Jy*  :.'•*;. y  Vri.-ifer  hearts  Live  ieli. 

7 .'  ''Ti  r'^t,  Um^r.^e^  vouth  :  in  h-jn-^r, 
Kf.'-  «.'.i«  *t  1.  prewrrvt  y-.y  r.i=.e: 

M  J4t  4il.il  4  irv;v«:  ;xi  pEkftV's  LUZie. 

IM/;,  it,  1S30,  Mr;r]forfl  was  called  to  part  with  anodier 
*,{f\fj:r  u.i/^U  if.  c^rrirriirid  in  the  army  of  the  United  Sial* 
A  f /i  'y '. ;(  t h ';  o r ii V *■ ,  r  h *r r 0  w ere  n o no  b rave r  t han  Colonel  Altf' 
;»r»';cf  .V^irrifri';!  li.ook-,  eldest  >on  of  General  John  Brook*. 
Hf  w:l'.  \i'»ru  in  Merlford,  1777,  on  the  day  of  Burgopc'i 
«  itTtuA'-.r  ill  Sara*o;(i.  lie  entered  Harvard  College  in  1798, 
•a(A  lefr  it  in  l^^Ol.  \l*:  preferred  a  sailor's  life;  but| 
Wf.en  the  ern'oar^^o  of  1S0>^  wa<  laid,  he  obtained  a  commis- 
sion in  the  arrny,  and  held  it  till  that  restriction  on  commerce 
w?n  removed.  He  then  re-sumed  marine  life,  and  continued 
in  it  till  the  war  of  1812,  when  he  again  received  a  commu- 
nion an  Captain  in  the  Cnited  States  army,  and  served  through 
the  war.  So  gallant  was  his  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Plaltt- 
huf j(,  tliat  he  received  a  brevet  as  Major.  He  was  retained 
in  the  arniy  on  the  peace  establishment,  and  commanded 
y»*,U  on  the  heaboard.  In  May,  1817,  he  married  Mis' 
S^irih  Turner.  In  18^0,  he  was  ordered  to  the  command  01 
I'ortland  Harbor,  where  he  remained  seven  years;  theuce  ^^ 
lieiiona  Ar«.enal,  on  James  River,  Virginia,  where  he  T^ 
rnained  four  years ;  thence  to  Fort  Independence,  in  Bostoii 
Harbor.     He  next  came  to  Medford,  and  resided  in  tb^ 
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atise  of  hts  late  father  till  orflered  to  tke  commnnd  of  the 
lew  York  Harbor,  In  May,  1836,  he  was  ordererl,  with 
iifi  command,  into  the  Cherokee  country,  to  move  the  la- 
lians.  That  duly  performed^  he  went  to  Fort  Moultrie, 
Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolma.  Here  he  soon  received 
Orders  to  proceed  immediately  to  Florida,  and  take  command 
of  tb©  regiment  of  which  he  was  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 

krosecute  the  war  against  the  Indians,  —  a  war  abhorrent 
olh  to  his  principles  and  his  feelings.     He  had  a  singular 
and    unconquerable    dislike  of  travelling    by  steani -power ; 
but  here  was  a  necessity ;  and,  almost  for  the  first  time  in  his 
I  lifej  he  ventured  on  board  a  steamboat^  the  "Dolphin,'*  bound 
Hbr  the  Black  Creek.     The  following  accountj  published  at 
^he  time  in  the  "  Jacksonville  Courier,*'  gives  the  sad  sequel 
irith  touching  particularity :  — 

^Tbe  United  States  steamer,  *  Dolphin,'  from  Charleston  for  SU 
Augustine,  via  Savannah  and  St,  M^ry^s*  was  last  off  the  bur  of  St. 
John's  River,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  Dec*  17,  I83t),  ai  ha  If- past 
our  in  the  afternoon.  When  wUhin  two  miles  of  St*  John's  Bar> 
ad  *he  had  taken  two  pilots  on  board,  as  llie  boat  bertan  to  move, 
h^r  boilers  exploded,  and,  in  an  instant,  she  was  a  complete  wreck. 
The  bows  and  stern  were  separated,  and  the  engine,  &c,,  sank  to 
lie  bottom,  Mr*  Donnelson  was  blown  into  the  bows  of  the  boat^ 
ftuch  f  tunned.  After  the  s  J  earn  bad  cleared  away,  as  soon  as  he 
auld  stancii  he  noticed  Colonel  Brooks  just  beside  him,  who  laid 
j^fe^leas,  exre|)t  one  slij;ht  spasm  ;  afttr  ivlnch,  in  an  instant,  I  be  face 
arned  purple.  Mr,  Donni^liion  thinks  he  was  killed  by  the  shock, 
on  after  thii;,  Mr.  Dannelsgn  gained  the  stern,  which  was  the 
ir^ejt  part.  Imtnediaiely  afterwards,  the  hows  sank,  but  soon  rose 
|ain  to  the  surface ;  but  Colonel  Brooks  was  seen  no  more.  Out 
of  thirty-four  persons,  nineteen  wero  saved,  and  fifteen  were  lo*U 
I  Tlie  disaster  was  owing  to  the  highly  culpable  negligence  of  the  two 
■engineers,  who  were  both  lost*** 

December  30,  the  body  was  recovered.  His  watch,  filled 
with  sand,  was  taken  from  his  pocket,  and  sent  to  his  family. 
A  newspaper  of  St.  Augustine  gives  the  following  particu- 
htBi  — 

II  "  Tli6  body  of  the  late  lament**d  Colonel  Brooks  waa  found  upon 
[be  beach,  about  thirty  miles  from  this  city,  and  brougfit  here  tor 
InternieDt  on  Tliur^day  last*  On  Friday,  the  body  was  escorted  to 
the  grave  by  the  St*  Augustine  Veterans  and  a  company  of  volun- 
teers, Hiid  followed  by  the  United  States  officers  at  this  post  a^ 
principal  mourners,  the  volunteer  officers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  the  United  States  troops,  the  Judge  and  offioers  of 
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I  III!  Sii|Mii-ifir  1  \iiirt.  I  lio  Mtiyur  :ind  Aldermen,  and  a  lu^  amuaum 
III  i-iii.-iuiH.  pio  Ininjil  -iiTvioe  wiu  read,  at  the  graTe^bj  tke  Ber. 
Mil V 111  lliiiwii.  Ill  ilio  KfM^iMpul  Cliurcii." 

Vwn  viMiN  iihMninU»  his  rrnuiiiis  were  brought  to  3fcd- 

Uml,  Hill  ilrju'Mii'il  111  ilic  Uunily  toinL 
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I'm.  In-.hMN  .'i  Mil'  ■ritT-it.  ii  'Tuuiy  ot'  our  earliest  New 
l''n.;l.inii  im*  •».,  \i  is  i,!!U'Ni  m*  '.u>tory  of  their  settlement 
>i».  imiIn  I.  !t»  Ii.  '.t!  .u:u-'N  ■iriH'iiva  .1  preacher,  Mr.  James 
NvMi.M,  nil  I »»  II  UN  Ti  !!Na-»  vu  Ni»\\  niirv.  He  was  born  in 
I'iii;!  uul  lit  !«»i'S.  .^ii..  iii-.i  a  0\*'i'ra.  ciirae  to  Boston  m 
U»ii.  111*1  '^^  IN  !!i:««..-..'.  ..iv\  -.i.ii'd  'o  preach  at  Mistic, 
niiiiii  'if  iiii  \M  u-.i.x  «,'i'  ^  r.i:-.  Hi*  w;is  iiiuch  beloTcd 
tiiii  I'-i'vi 'I  li  i  *;:\  -v-.x  iiivi  "u'.ivi'iiiV-iiiinLieii  man.  He 
^»  «.  i  ■««i'i     ►.    .   ■  ,  :  .       .....!.  ;LU«:i<.  i   :e:u-:iiiiu:  and  ready 

ij.j...  :»,-ii  .ivi.     i;....     vLi' iv.ii    ■luiii'ueiic.       He  was 

•  '••   ♦.;•»•"•    ;«      •  '  ;■    N.   .  ■.:    x."     i;.t    u   ^e  Lie  V  L*  :iie  best,  and 

'11.11  ii        ,t.        ^»  1  ■  I.     »*•  ■     ■»,'.'     ■!'. 

V  '•  .  u-  »  i!  ^l■  ,  '  ■  :.■  ••  \.-;  \'.:\:\:s.  rvveiveii  reliurious 
■^'•■■'«'-  ••■■»  ••■'«  V  *  \.  ^\  N.  ...  -M  Lu'v.  M:-.  Fhiilips; 
•»•■  ■■»  »v  i\  \*.  N'  ^  ••v  '.  v.-no  ^'-uilcrTiea,  Mediord 
;Kt.»i    In  .  \.,  ^•  i^N■,■x:^,..    «x     '.■    ■\-v        '.'.:'••'.      T'leM*  preact 

,-.  N    M  I'l  ••    •t.i.i.       •*     X.  \      --i^VN,     ■.   ■    .       .-•;*.. INS.       '.•n*'l'I.t':'"f'.i    WtfU" 
•A'.  I  J. 

V  '^iN     <  Mx',    ».i      ;i.  u- ^>  '*r  ►•     ■••:  'it'.L   vrli  riie   ie^t  ot 

••    U*        l't*"4^»iiiji;'|.%,     **     'v^j^i'      N,i.     ■       ;...        ■;.    Ii*i      ■%■■:>       ..U::i       V.f "'i'I'^Ll 

v»:     Ui-iVii.         '..''\v\    N%.'.--    :;^.::  ;,»;     ;:t     it;-:;     ,;.'r.    TJf     i/liV    M   J 
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as  well  as  ecclesiastical  trouble.  Vane  headed  the  Anti- 
Bomians,  and  Wiiitlirop  the  Legalists,  The  synod  at  Newton^ 
Aug.  $0f  1637,  condemned  the  Aatinomians ;  and  they  were 
banished. 

The  first  inhabitants  of  Mcdford  belonged  to  that  class  of 
■prdyi  inteUigent^  Christian  adventurers  called   Pueitan8, 
Bio  left  their  natiTe  England  that  they  might  here  worship 
^■d  and  govern  themselyes  according  to  the  dictates  of  then* 
fmn  consciences,  and  here  spread  the  truths  of  Christianity 
among  the  heathen.     Nobler  blood  never  flowed  in  human 
Teins ;  and  we  may  rejoice  that  we  are  descended  li^om  war- 
rior-saints, who  dared  to  lead  where  any  dared  to  follow, 
irhose  souls  were  sanctified  by  Christian  faith,  whose  union 
illustrated  the  natural  rights  of  man,  and  whose  chanicterB 
were  made  invincible  by  a  spiritual  heroisinip     That  such  a 
people  would  faithfully  provide  for  the  worship  which  they 
had  sacrificed  their  native  homes  to  enjoy ,  ia  most  naturals 
That  our  forefathers  so  felt  and  so  acted,  is  undoubtedly 
true ;  as  it  is  also  true  that  their  scanty  means  and  divided 
condition  postponed  the  settlement  of  a  minister,  —  a  failure 
■f  duty  which  drew  upon  them  prosecutions  and  fines.     We 
Pfctrcfore  find  additional  cause  for  lamentation  over  the  loss 
rf  our  early  records,  which  would  have  explained  the  facts 
1^  their  condition,  and  also  proved  to  us  how  devotedly  they 
Btcnded  pubUc  worship  in  the  neighboring  towns  when  they 
Bdfc  not  able  to  support  a  minister  within  their  own  borders* 
^p  soon  as  they  could  pay  a  clergyman,  —  yes,  long  before 
they  could  do  it  without  extreme  anadety,  —  they  made  provi- 

rn  for  their  spiritual  nurture  and  their  growth  in  grace. 
Johnson,  in  his  "  Wonder-working  Providence,**  says :  — 

''It  ia  as  unnatural  for  a  right  New  England  man  to  live  without 
^  able  ministiy,  as  for  a  smith  to  work  his  iron  without  fire." 

H  Their  wakefulness  and  ^eal  are  proved,  in  the  surviving 
Heords,  by  their  unanimity  in  causing  each  person  to  contii- 
^ate  his  share ;  and  their  intelligence  and  justice  appear  in 

Wmomzing  differences  which  unhappily  arose  between  them 

md  oae  of  their  temporary  teachers. 
Juae  2,  1641 :  The  General  Court  say  :  — 

**  It  b  desired  that  the  ciders  would  make  a  catechism  for  the 
iMtmction  of  youth  in  the  grounds  of  religion." 

This  catechism  found  its  way  into  every  &imly  of  our 


yn.Tir.ir.isrL.      Ti ::.   "Ut:    ■iiris     f  I  T-itf  •nuriiirairT"  ami  1  • 

1*  :t*   ■  ■;  .i;ir..r.-  ii  "  ic"--:   '      ill"''    i  Tr^iicajfT-  "iTif 
;•!  :':•-  -.:i:::i  .-.-  ::-    ti  z..l.       ■    .   --:/    .n-i  ^    pE^ 
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--it:-.  I.:    1.-:  -.■.■■:   -,-ri    i:  ■  ::  :_i^>  t  .r^:.!  -.mt  -  Jie  ^biZ  k 

"^[".i.  i  IT- !r.. •*'-.:   :. r  '.If   Tiz-'-r.      T— ;    t:**^  c— '-rvec.  tor  > 

.•;.rr..ir_    ri.  '..  i'  •:  . 
M.iy  lO,  l-'O,  ■-  M-^  -r^  Mr.  <L=:--  Eni^:r«:   EC 

tf.f;  rfc-cri  L=  is  r.J.-s-s :  — 

■^Vot*:!  ::.i:  Mr.  S!n:-    Iir-v:-:r'7«:.  :':r  :.:s  -rnxaraz^ment  » 
•^"l*i  arr.vr.j-:  -t  ir,  tir  'Kr.::k  ■::  :'..-  r>:«:l  ni".i^:rv.  -hall  haveil^ 

Thi.-!  r:;Jl  was  not  ar.copVjd.  There  were,  at  this  timc> 
only  thirty-three  m^le  inhibiVir.ti  who  paid  taxes  on  estate*- 
Fifteen  shillings  was  the  common  price  paid,  per  sabbath,  f 
"  oc'':a.-;ional  preachers." 

March  5,  1 694 :  Voted  that  the  former  subscription  for  tb^ 
h'ifijjort  of  the  minister  should  be  continued,  and  that  tb^ 
Uiard  of  the  minister  should  be  five  shillings  per  week;  aiu>» 
if  ;irj y  one  refused  to  pay  his  share  of  this,  then  the  Selectmen'' 
nhoiiW  "  rate  him  according  to  Iiis  cHects."  The  town's  rat^ 
w;t^  "  one  penny  in  the  pound,  and  twelve  pence  p^ 
hea/1." 
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Sapportiiig  the  ministry  by  an  equal  tax  on  all  property 
die  settled  policy  of  our  &thers,  though  there  had  been 
objectors  to  the  plan.  So  early  as  1643,  '^  one  Briscoe,  of 
Watertown,"  says  Winthrop,  "wrote  a  book  against  it, 
vlierein,  besides  his  arguments,  which  were  naught,  he  cast 
reproach  on  the  elders  and  officers.  He  was  fined  ten  pounds, 
■nid  one  of  the  publishers  forty  shillings." 

Not  successful  in  settling  a  minister,  the  town  hired  Mr. 
Benjamin  Woodbridge,  of  Charlestown,  to  preach  for  six 
months ;  and,  as  his  engagements  in  Charlestown  did  not 
■llow  him  to  reside  in  Medford,  the  town  passed  the  follow- 
ing Tote,  Dec.  5,  1698  :  — 

**  Voted  that  Cotton  Tafts  be  chosen  and  appointed  to  agree  with 
Mr.  Joseph  Squire  for  his  horse  for  Mr.  Woodbridge,  riding  from 
Chaiieston  to  Medford  every  Saturday,  and  from  Medford  to 
Charlestown  every  Monday  ;  allowing  said  Squire  two  shillings  per 
journey  for  said  horse,  going  and  coming,  well-shod  for  said  jour- 
ney. Mr.  Woodbridge  also  to  ride  said  Squire's  horse  to  meeting 
on  the  sabbath-days  when  there  shall  be  occasion." 

As  the  history  of  this  gentleman's  ministerial  connection 
with  the  town  of  Medford  will  let  us  into  some  clear  know- 
ledge, not  only  of  the  taste  and  temper  of  our  ancestors,  but 
of  their  faith  and  wisdom,  we  shall  here  give  a  few  de- 
tails. 

Mr.  Woodbridge  was  the  son  of  Rev.  John  Woodbridge, 
rf  Andover.  He  was  ordained,  March  18,  1670,  over  the 
"  Presbyterian  party  "  in  Windsor,  Conn.  He  lefk  Wind- 
sor, and  preached  at  Bristol,  R.I.  He  left  Bristol,  and 
preached  at  Kittery,  Maine.  In  1691,  he  resided  in  Ports- 
mouth, N.H.     In  1698,  he  began  to  officiate  in  Medford. 

The  subject  of  the  church  and  the  ministry  being  the  para- 
moimt  topic  in  our  early  tipies,  we  may  not  wonder  if  we 
find  in  it  traditional  enthusiasm  and  Protestant  Popery.  Our 
Others  found  some  ministers  to  be  mere  church-clocks,  for 
ticking  the  seconds  and  striking  the  hours ;  but  whether 
^  found  Mr.  Woodbridge  such  a  one,  or  a  whip  of  fire, 
the  following  history  will  disclose. 

He  seemed  to  preach  so  acceptably,  that  movements  were 
^e  to  give  him  a  call ;  and,  March  28,  1698,  the  town 
^oted  that  "  Mr.  Woodbridge,  when  legally  settled  amongst 
^  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  shall  have  forty  pounds  in 
^^^tj^  fifteen  cords  of  wood,  and  strangers'   money,  for 
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annuity-"  "  Strangeri'  money  "  meant  the  moneys  paid  by 
persons  not  legally  ratable.  The  Tote  of  March  28  wa»  not 
meant  to  he  a  legal  call,  but  only  a  preLiminary  feeler  for  hoik 
parties.  Matters  were  not  hastened ;  for  not  until  Sept.  I5t 
1701,  do  we  find  two  persons  appointed  by  the  town  **to 
discourse  with  Mr,  Woodbridge,  and  know  his  mind  cm- 
cerning  settlmg  in  the  town  in  the  work  of  the  miniitrj/* 
Dec,  15j  1701,  the  town  voted  to  give  thirty  pounds  to  Mr. 
Woodh ridge,  as  enconragement  to  settle  in  Medford,  btit  upon 
the  condition  that  **he  remain  during  his  natural  life;  biit, 
if  he  saw  cause  to  removOj  then  to  return  the  said  thirty 
pounds  to  the  town  again." 

Nov,  26,  1700^  the  town  voted  to  build  a  parsonage ;  but, 
as  some  objections  existed,  it  was  deferred.     The  subject, 
however,  was  revived  the  next  year,  and  a  vote  obtained  for 
.the  erection  J  but,  on  the  passage  of  this   resolution,  the 
^records  say,  that  "  Mr*  Ebenezer  Brooks  and  Samuel  Brooks 
did  then  enter  their  dissent  against  raising  money  for  build- 
ing a  house  for  the  minister."     After  three  attempts  to  g^ 
a  satisfactory  vote  to  build  a  house   thirty *cight   feet  loag^ 
and  twenty -nine  feet  wide,  the  matter  was  indefinitely  postr 
poned,     Mr.  Woodbridge  wished  to  settle  as  the  ministeTj 
and  therefore  urged  the  building  of  a  parsonage.     His  new 
entreaties  resulted  in  a  new  plan ;  which  was  to  g^ive  Mr. 
Woodbridge  thirty  pound s^  and  let  him  build  his  house  u 
he  pleased*     Accordingly,  a  *^  rate  '*  was  levied,  and  forty* 
two  names  appear  on  the  records,  March  2S,  170 L     Here 
commenced  a  series  of  dissensions*     The  thirty  pounds  wane 
paid  to  Mr*  Woodbridge  J  and  he  began  to  build ;  but,  for 
what  cause  we  cannot  discover,  the  reverend  gentleman  had 
serious  difficulties  with  his  carpenters  and  some  of  his  parish- 
ioners.    These  stimulated  him  and  moved  him  to  compkinti, 
the  natural  results  of  which  were  mutual  defences  and  angiy 
recriminations.     Mr.  Woodbridge  was  called  upon  to  give  i 
receipt  for  the  thirty  pouuds  which  had  been  paid  him.     Be 
not  only  refused  to  give  a  receipt,  but  denied  having  received 
the  money ;  declined  giving  any  account  of  it ;  and,  moreover, 
objected  to  referring  the  matter  to  the  ciders  at  Boston*     BBs 
refusal  of  this  reference  betrays  his  Presbyterianism.     A  con- 
siderable time  was  wasted  in  this  dubious  and  belligerent 
condition,  when  the  town  referred  their  case  to  impartial 
clergymen  and  elders  of  Boston ;  and.  May  S,  17 
received  the  following  letter :  — 


lASmcAL  ins*rouY, 


im 


"May  2.  IT04. 
**  The  ditferenees  between  Mr.  Woodbridge  and  several  of  the 
people  of  Medford  have  been  lakl  before  our  eonsiilcratioa^ 
the  J  appear  unto  us  to  be  of  a  very  uncomfortable  aspect. 
**  Our  advice  having  been  asked,  whether  it  be  proper  to  proceed 
into  Ml  immediate  settle ment  of  a  church  state^  whikt  the  preBent 
Eineadlneiis  and  alienation  of  minds  remain  uncured,  we  catmot.  but 
ieciitre  Ihat  it  ^eeuL^  to  us  not  desirable.     We  coidd  rejoice  if  we 
ad  a  more  hopeful  prospect  of  a  right  underitandiog  and  good 
atablighment  in  Medford* 

^  If  it  appears  hopelcjss  to  the  discertting  Christians  In  the  place 

(wheraof  we  at  this  distance  make  not  ourselves  the  judges),  it 

seema   better  for  them  to  study  tlie  best  methods  of  parting  as 

lovingly  and   speedily  as  they  can»  than,  by   continuing  longer 

^^together,  and  carrying  on  a  controversy,  to  produce  exasperations 

^nhat  may  defeat  all  other  atlctnpts   to  come  at  a  desirable  iettle- 

^nent.  (Signed) 

^B  ''Samuel  Willabd/' 

■  ^  The  advice  of  these  gentlemen^  so  fall  of  wisdom  and  love, 
did  not  suit  Mr,  Woodbridge.  Difficulties  thickenedj  and 
the  church  seemed  to  have  fallen  into  a  '*  place  where  two  seaa 

|II0tt 

June  19,  1104^  the  town  voted  that  what  they  had  done 
about  Mr*  Woodbridge's  settlement  be  nuU  and  void.  This 
does  not  seem  to  haY6  altered  materially  the  relations  of  the 

rties;  for^  Dec.  19^  1704,  the  town  directed  the  Selectmen 

make  "  a  rate  of  forty  pounds,  and  thirteen  cords  of  wood, 
for  Mr.  Woodbridge*s  salary/'     What  constituted  a  legal  call 

a  minister,  seems  not  to  have  been  definitely  understood^ 
^fiome  strenuously  maintained  that  ^*  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  a  town  to  dismiss  their  minister/' 

March  5t  1705,  the  town  "  voted  that  they  would  not  pro- 
ceed to  settle  Mr»  Woodbridge  as  their  minister/*  After  this, 
faverend  gentleman  resorted  to  a  new  mode  of  operation, 
pdded,  no  doubt,  by  his  few  earnest  Mends*  The  explanation 
of  all  may  be  found  in  the  following  vote  of  the  town  at  the 
time:  — 


Voted,  *'  Whereas  Mr,  Woodbridge  bath  lately  attempted  the 

athering  a  church  in  Medford,  contrary  to  the  respected  advice  of 

Ihe  elders  in  the  neighborhaod,  though  the  whole  procedure  hath 

lieen  hJgbly  irregular,  and  done  without  advice  or  respect  of  the 

ata  of  the  town,  and  without  the  countenance  and  coiicur- 

I  of  the  neighbor  cburehes;  andj,  if  he  continues  among  us  after 
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this  mannefi  ther^  will  be  a  foundation  laid  for  endleBs  ccnfuiioir 
tmd  contention  in  tliis  langnishiug  town :  for  these  and  other  aucb 
considerations^  the  town  ilo  declare  themselves  higMj  di&satisEed  it 
Mr^  Woodhridge^s  late  irregular  attempts  and  actions  about  gatbcp- 
ing  a  church,  and  do  protest  against  his  going  on  in  tbe  ofen^iTc 
way  he  is  in^  and  do  forbid  his  preaching  anj  more  in  their  public 
meeting^hcuse/' 

Mr,  Woodbridge  now  appealed  to  the  *'  General  Sesdoos 
of  Peace  "  at  Charlestown.  Their  reply  was,  that  "  Mr. 
Woodbridge  is  not  a  settled  mimster  in  Medfordt"  Four- 
teen citizens  immediately  entered  their  protest  against  this 
decision.  Ke  next  appealed  to  Governor  Dudley  and  hk 
Council ;  and  the  result  there  was  expressed  in  these  wortk : 
"  That  Mr*  "Woodbridge  should  not  preach  till  he  had  made 
acknowledgments  to  the  aggrieved  parties*" 

July,  1705 :  A  council  of  six  churches  was  calledi  "to 
convince  of,  and  testify  against j  those  evils  which  have 
obstructed  the  quiet  and  regular  settlement  and  enjoyment 
of  all  gospel  ordinances  in  Medford."  Eev.  Joseph  Easter- 
brook,  of  Concordj  was  Moderator*  The  Council  censured 
both  Mr.  Woodbridge  and  the  town  of  Medford.  One  ©f 
the  censures  of  Mr.  Woodbridge  was,  that  "the  steps  whicli 
he  took  towards  gathering  a  church,  as  to  the  time  and  under 
the  circumstances  J  were  very  unadvised,  and  obstructive  ti9 
the  regular  settlement  and  enjoyment  of  all  gospel  ordinancei 
in  that  town." 

We  can  imagme  how  much  fireside  conversation  and  deep 
feeling  there  must  have  been  in  the  scattered  farm-houses  ol 
Medford,  while  these  nnhappy  differences  had  risen  bo  higli 
m  to  require  the  attention  of  the  clergy,  and  even  the  inter- 
position of  the  highest  executive  authority.  Sadness  and 
gloom  settled  upon  the  minds  of  our  fathers.  At  such  a 
timei  they  obeyed  tbe  dictates  of  a  Christian  prudence  and 
a  pious  heart*  They  believed  in  prayer ;  and  therefore,  on 
the  6th  December,  1706,  the  Selectmen  appointed  a  towu 
fastj  that  all  tbe  inhabitants,  with  one  heart  and  one  mind, 
should  unite  in  asking  God  to  heal  tliese  divisions,  and  restore 
to  them  a  true  gospel  peace. 

Cool  and  right-hearted,  as  full  of  valor  as  of  wisdom,  the 
town  was  still  tolerant,  and  referred  their  case  to  the  **  Court 
of  Sessions  at  Cambridge/*  who  appointed  four  persons  td 
hoar  all  the  compkints  on  both  sides,  and  then  to  recommend 
some  mode  of  reconciliation,  or  to  advise  a  peaceable  5e[)sini- 
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patient  reviewal  of  the  whole,  they  report, 
^8,  1707,  that  **  the  wound  is  incurahle  ; "  and  there* 

re  advise  a  quiet  withdrawal  of  Mr,  Woodbridge,  **  the 
town  paying  him  forty  pounds,  in  hills  of  credit,  in  full  of 
ill  demands ;  also  give  liim  the  strangers'  money  which  has 
ken  collected  during  the  last  niae  sabbaths ;  and,  furtber- 
iBore,  to  oifer  to  purchase  his  real  estate  for  two  hundred 
aad  seventy  pounds."  This  decision,  deemed  by  many  as 
txiiitaUe  and  conciliatory^  was  somewhat  modified  by  the 
fi^hest  tribunal^  '*  the  Great  and  General  Court,  held  at  Bos- 
ton/* Uaj  26,  1708,  this  court  voted  *'  that  Mr,  Woodbrid^e 
u  Weby  declared  to  be  no  longer  minister  of  Medford.*' 
Also  voted,  at  the  same  time,  **  that  this  Court  are  directed 
«pecdilY  to  procure  and  settle  another  minister  ;  and  that  tliis 
Cowt  do  advise  Mr.  Woodbridge  by  no  means  to  discourage 
wi^  coming  and  settlement  of  another  minister  among  them," 
Tke  first  of  these  votes  pleased  a  majority  of  the  town ;  the 
last  displeased  the  whole  ;  and  forthwith  our  Medford  fathers, 
^  the  true  spirit  of  congregational  liberty,  came  together  and 
fisolved  thus :  '*  To  petition  the  Court  of  Sessions  that  we  may 
^^  hmt  a  minuter  imposed  upon  tis  ;  but  may  have  the  Hberty 
*&*!  privilege  to  choose  our  minuter  as  other  totmis  Aai?e,  as  tht 
Jflw  imctiJ' 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  enter  into  details  of  small  things. 
One  specimen,  occurring  at  tlas  time,  derives  its  importance 
"*^si  the  fact  that  our  fathers  enlisted  such  men  as  Chief 
Jtiatiee  Sewall  in  their  troubles.     The  fact  is  as  follows  ;  — 

fcr  Ueut,  Stificsu  Win.m.  **  June  5,  170S, 

«  SiTp  —  In  your  account  of  disbursements,  given  to  the  town 

(Medford,  at  their  meetings  Dec4 19, 1705,  your  first  artede  is,  *  The 

pl>Stt8©s  upon  land,  housCj  fencing,  fcc*,  as  appears  from  my  hook, 

^*i9*  8#.  1(1*     NoWj  the  Committee  desire  lo  see  the  particulars 

^hich  that  sum  rises  ;  and^  to  that  end,  that  you  would  meet 

~  a,  or  some  of  them,  upon  ^Change,  presently  after  the  Artillery 

aon,  next  Monday,  where  we  may  agree  of  a  place  of  recess 

Uiis  pnipoee* 

**  Sir,  jour  servant, 

**  Bamitel  Sewall/* 

*o  tenacious  was  the  grasp  of  Mr,  Woodbridge  on  the  pul- 
.     of  Medford^  and  so  devoted  were  some  hearts  to  his  cause, 
z^t,  after  all  wbich  had  hajqicned,  we  find  the  town,  Dec,  6, 
p^*8,  voting  thus :   **  That   Mr*  Woodbridge  be  invited  to 


208  HI8T0RT   OF  XSDFOBD. 

preach  three  months  on  a  free  contribution.'*  This  mot 
have  been  nearly  a  tie  vote^  since  thirteen  memben  imae- 
diately  enter  their  protest  against  it.  This  probably  enM 
Mr.  Woodbridge's  connection  with  the  church  as  its  preachff ; 
for,  in  the  next  year,  Mr.  John  Tufts  is  a  favorite,  and  co* 
mended  for  settlement. 

During  the  long  and  increasing  dissension,  which  was  not 
closed,  it  is  apparent  that  the  town  took  counsel  of  wisdoB 
and  charity.  They  wished  to  give  Mr.  Woodbridge  every 
opportunity  of  righting  himself  before  the  community,  the 
churches,  and  the  government ;  they  apprehended  the 
worldly  and  spiritual  equity  of  the  case ;  and  it  is  refiresUog 
to  read  their  vote  upon  it,  in  the  following  beaodM 
words :  — 

"  The  difference  hath  been  as  tenderly,  carefully,  and  ^ 
managed  as  we  could." 

It  is  observable  also  with  what  serpent-like  wisdom  and 
dove-like  harmlcssness  their  advisers  managed  the  caac. 
They  did  not  consider  the  contending  parties  as  acids  and 
alkalies,  but  as  friends  who  desired  reconciliation.  After " 
such  a  religious  dissension,  a  parish  would  not  be  likely  to 
unite  very  soon  in  the  choice  of  another  minister,  unletf 
there  was  that  enlarged  spirit  of  Christian  compromise  whiA 
requires  more  profound  thought  and  a  more  expansive  tole- 
rance than  the  education  of  our  ancestors  had  led  them  to 
attain  or  to  cherish. 

Mr.  Woodbridge  died  in  Medford,  Jan.  15,  1710,  after  » 
residence  of  nearly  ten  years,  aged  sixty-five ;  and,  on  the 
same  day,  with  commendable  promptitude  and  just  liberalityj 
the  town  voted  ten  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  hii 
funeral,  —  an  act  which  proves  that  they  would  not  let  the 
sun  go  down  upon  their  animosity. 

"  Thursday,  19th,  Mr.  Woodbridge  was  buried.  Mr.  Parsons,  of 
Maiden,  preached  the  funeral  sermon.  Bearers:  President  (of 
College) ;  Mr.  Hobart,  of  Newton ;  Mr.  Brattle ;  Mr.  Bradstreet; 
Mr.  Parsons ;  Mr.  Ruggles,  of  Billericay.  By  reason  that  it  was 
lecture-day,  and  Mr.  Colman  preached,  and  the  wind  very  high  and 
blustering,  not  one  Boston  minister  was  there." 

Mr.  Woodbridge  seems  not  to  have  lost  his  ministerial 
standing  during  his  troubles  in  Medford ;  and  we  must  leave 
to  future  disclosures  some  points  which  now  appear  equivocal. 
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was  now  the  object  of  the  leading  minds  in  the  town  to 

ipose  all  differences  m  soon  as  possible ;  but  they  found 

the  waves  lash  the  shore  after  the  wind  that  has  rai^sed 

em  has  ceased  to  blow.     Besolred  to  enjoy  the  regular 

aiatrations  of  the  word  and  ordinances,  the  town  passed 

be  following  vote,  Feb.  17,  1709 :  — 

**  "WlietUer  the  town  will  encourage  the  preaching  of  the  word 
amongst  us  by  a  free  contribuiion*     Voted  in  the  negative.^* 

This  vote  showed  two  points :  first,  that  they  would  not 
make  the  support  of  public  worship  to  depend  on  the  caprice 
oit  aelfisbness  of  the  people ;  and,  second,  that  they  resolved 
erery  one  should  pay  according  to  bis  means* 

April  11,  nil :  "John  Whitmore,  sen*,  Samuel  Brooks^ 
ind  Stephen  Hall,  were  chosen  to  see  for  a  supply  of  preach- 
ing in  Medford  for  the  time  aforesaid.** 

Mr,  John  Tufts,  son  of  Mn  Peter  Tufts,  of  Medford, 
proved  so  acceptable,  that  the  town  gave  him  an  invitation. 
No?,  12,  1711,  to  settle  on  a  salary  of  hfty  pounds  and 
ftfangers*  money. 

Mr.  Tufts's  reply,  under  date  of  **  Medford,  Dec,  10, 
nil,'*  so  reveals  certain  facts  that  we  transcribe  it  here ;  — 

"Toffae  Setcctm^  of  Medford. 

*Sit^,  —  1  ha^e  considered  of  the  invitation  which  you,  by  your 

rii*8  order,  acquuicted  me  they  had  given  me^  aad  ako  of  the 

*  they,  had  made  for  my  encouragement  to  settle  willi  them  in 

i  work  of  the  minislry,  ibr  which  1  give  them  thanks ;  and  you 

»f  inform  the  town,  I  am  not  indisposed  to  serve  the  interests  of 

hrui  in  this  plaee^  and  should  cheerfully  undertake  the  dlspensa- 

^m  and  administration  of  the  word  and  ordinaoces  of  God  amongst 

tlifiiL,  but  that  the  circumstances  of  the  town  at  present  are  such 

tbt  1  cannot  readily  and  so  fi'cely  comply  with  their  desire  as  Is  to 

[    he  wished  for;  but,  however,  if  suitable  means  were  speedily  ueedf 

{  md  |iroper  attempts  made,  to  satisfy  those  persons  that  are  a  vent 

:  to  my,  or  any  other  person's,  settling  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  In 

this  place,  and  also  if  the  town  will  allow  me  such  a  salary  as  1  shall 

iblok  sufficient  £or  my  maintenance,  I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary, 

bat  1  may  undertake  the  work  of  the  ministry  amongst  them.     My 

desire  and  prayer  to  the  infinitely  wise  God  for  this  people  is,  that  he 

wottM  incline  and  direct  them  to  do  that  which  will  be  most  for 

Bod*«  gl^^y  s^<l  their  own  peace  and  happiness,  both  in  this  and  in 

tbe  world  to  eome,  Johk  Tdfts," 

Mi^  Tofts  afterwards  concluded  not  to  settle ;  and  the  town 
reaolved  to  hear  candidates  with  reference  to  ordination* 
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The  town  also  concluded  to  have  a  contribtitiaR  each  Sun- 
day, nnd  thiis  p;ty  the  minister  at  the  end  of  the  day  ;  mi 
Totccl  that  each  person  should  prev^ionsly  write  down,  ob  a 
rate-bill,  what  he  will  contribute  each  Sunday.  Tha 
who  gathered  these  contributions  were  appointed  fftom 
the  most  trustworthy  of  the  congregation*  The  guest  n^li^ 
fuinegs  of  our  fathers  in  these  money-inatters  is  seen  is^  a 
vote  passed  at  this  period  (1709)*     It  is  aa  follows:  — 

**  Voted  to  call  Mr.  John  Whitmore  to  an  account  by  what  cute 
be  beld  out  the  contribution-box,  and  bow  he  disposed  of  tbemoise} 
thai  was  put  tlierein." 

March  6,  1710:  Voted  to  apply  to  Mr*  John  Whiting, 
Fellow  of  Harvard  College,  to  preach  for  three  monthi. 
This  gentleman  refused ;  and  Mr.  John  Tufts  was  engaged  for 
fix  months*  At  the  end  of  this  time^  July  17,  1710,  he 
engaged  to  supply  the  pnlpit  six  months  longer.  The  town 
now  proposed  a  "  free  contribution,**  in  connectioa  with  a 
"subscription,**  for  the  support  of  public  worship. 

There  is  a  bewildering  c^ueemess  in  the  following  votef 
pAised  by  the  town  April  19,  1710 :  ^ — 

**  Put  to  vote,  whether  the  town  will  allow  Francis  Whitmore  iii 
shillings  for  dining  the  minister  four  days.     Voted  in  tlie  nr^* 

Our  fathers  had  a  new  source  of  alarm  in  the  attempt  to 
introduce  English  Episcopacy.  They  had  not  forgotten  the 
persecutions  of  Archbishop  J^ud ;  and  they  feared  ererf 
thing  from  a  church  that  was  "  a  tool  of  the  king/*  Excited, 
BU6?picious,  unforgiving^  and  intolerant  in  this  matter,  ihejr 
ealled  the  Episcopalian  clergymen  '*  Baal's  priests ;  '^  the 
unvarying  service,  **  travelling  round  life-long  in  the  fiame 
deep  ruts ; "  and  the  set  prayers,  **  leeks,  gar  lick,  and 
trash/* 

In  the  Medford  church,  though  there  were  differing  opi- 
1  Dions  concerning  particular  preachers  and  concerning  worWlf 
prudentialsj  there  w^as  a  true  and  steady  purpose  in  all  hcarf* 
to  have  a  settled  pastor  and  teacher ;  and  they  all  united 
piously  to  hold  a  town- fast  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  ApA 
17 12»  The  record  speaks  of  the  day  as  one  '*  to  be  soleifl' 
nij^ed  as  a  day  of  fastirtg  and  prayer,  to  humble  ourscb't?* 
before  God  fqr  those  divisions  and  contentions  that  hath  bet'O 
60  long  prevailing  among  us^  and  obstructed  the  peaceable 
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of  gospel  ordinances,"     They  agreed  to  meet 
liately  after  the  religious  eierases  of  the  faistt  stid  to 
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ssk  eack  mail  to  bring,  on  »  piece  of  paper,  ttie  name 
gentlemaii  be  should  prefer  as  his  mioisler,  and,  oat  of 
t)ie  ihiee  who  had  ihe  highest  number,  to  seket  one  «s  llie 
pftston  It  proTed  that  Mr.  Amos  CheeTer^  Mr.  John  Tufta, 
md  Mr.  Aimn  Forter,  were  the  candidates. 

The  lot  finally  fell  on  the  last-named  genlleman.  How 
loog  be  preached  as  a  candidate,  we  do  nol  know-  The  time 
Most  hare  beeo  short ;  for,  on  the  Idth  of  MajTi  171^,  the 
town  voted,  with  most  hopeful  unanimity,  to  invite  Mr, 
Aaron  Porter  to  become  their  minister.  His  salary  was  to 
be  fifty -five  pounds,  and  to  be  increased  two  pounds  annually 
mitO  it  reached  seventy  pounds.  To  this  was  added  the 
strangers'  money ;  twenty  cords  of  wood,  or  seven  pounds. 
It  was  further  provided,  that  if  a  part  of  Charlestown  tliat 
lies  next  to  Medt'ord  be  annexed,  then  Mr*  Porter's  salary  be 
lEised  tedi  pounds*  It  was  further  provided,  that  '"the  rates 
for  Mr,  Aaron  Porter *s  salaiy  be  levied  on  polls  and  ratable 
estate,  according  to  the  rate  of  raising  and  levying  the 
eoQ&tj  tax." 

'Mr.  Porter  aeeepted  this  invitation^  but  demanded  "one 
Hndred  pounds  as  a  settleineut,'^  The  gift  of  such  a  sum 
m  a  new  pastor  was  customary,  and  the  Medford  church 
acceded.  Not  being  rich,  the  town  voted  to  ask  the  aid 
of  sister  churches  in  paying  this  sum,  which  we  trust  was 
cheerfully  granted.  At  the  same  meeting,  they  passed  the 
following  vote :  — 

**That  the  Representative  draw  and  prefer  a  petition  lo  the 
Geaend  Court  for  some  help  as  to  maintenance  and  support  of  the 
.Jtujiktrv  amoDf^st  us^*' 

k  . 

^i"  Voted  to  clear  with  Mr.  Porter  once  in  six  months ; " 
^^^bj  to  pay  up  in  fulL 

^'The  questions  concerning  Congregationalism  had  elicited 
loDg  discuss  ion  J  and  kindled  some  fire.  Whether  it  meant 
a  right'  in  eveiy  church  to  elect  and  ordtdn  its  own  officers, 
Manage  its  own  affairs,  and  maintain  a  pure  worship  ;  or 
'lujlher  it  meant  that  the  State  was  the  proper  head  of  iJie 
diuich,  and  therefore  should  regulate  faith  and  puniish 
lieresy,  —  our  fathers  took  the  first  view^  and  declared  for  a 
I  **  independency,*'  and  acted  accordingly 
i  ordiiiation  w^ 


Febriiiiry,  171S  ;  and  the  town  provided  a  **  place  for  eiite: 
taining  the  reverend  elders,  messengersj  ministers,  and  scl 
lars  who  should  be  present  on  the  occasion,"     The  whole 
of  the  ordinntioD  was  about  sixteen  pounds. 

The  law  authorissing  taxes  on  ratable  inhabitants  for  the 
Bupport  of  public  worship  bears  date  1677,  The  earlrlnile* 
pendent  or  Congregational  churches  distioguished  between 
paitor  and  teacher.  The  Canabridge  platform  of  1648  con- 
fines the  pastor  to  exhortation^  and  the  teacher  to  doctrifH, 
Mr.  Wilson,  who  owned  land  in  Mistick,  was  pastor  of  the 
first  church  in  Boston,  while  Mr,  Cotton  was  its  teacher. 
**  Rilling  elder  *^  was  an  officer  difierent  from  a  pa&tor  or 
teacher  or  deacon.  His  duty  was  *'  to  attend  to  the  admb- 
sion  of  members,  to  ordain  officers  chosen  by  the  church,  to 
excommunicate  obstinate  offenders  renounced  by  the  churcli, 
and  to  restore  penitents  forgiven  by  the  church,"  &c.  The 
deacon's  duty  was  "  limited  to  the  care  of  the  temporal  things 
of  the  church,  the  contribution  of  the  saints,"  &c-  In  Med- 
ford^  the  useless  distinction  between  pastor  and  teacher  wm 
laid  aside,  as  was  also  the  office  of  ruling  elder.  The  earliest 
churches  ordained  the  deacons ;  and  church-membership  wm 
an  indispensable  qualification  for  the  freedom  of  the  cobaj 
and  the  right  of  franchise.  In  the  choice  of  a  minister,  this 
'  church  nominated ;  and  then  the  society,  without  respect  to 
church-membership,  elected  him  on  the  republican  principle 
of  a  majority- vote. 
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This  gentleman  was  horn,  July  19,  1689,  in  Hadiey, 
Massachusetts.  His  great-grandfather  was  John  Porter,  of 
Windsor,  Connecticut.  His  grandfather,  son  of  John,  wi» 
Samuel  Porter,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hadley, 
in  1659,  and  died  in  1689,  leaving  seven  children,  ifis 
&ther  was  Samuel  Porter,  Esq.,  eldest  son  of  the  above- 
named  Samuel.  He  was  bom  in  1660;  married  Joanna, 
daughter  of  Aaron  Cook,  Esq.,  of  Hadley  ;  was  a  gentleman 
of  wealth  and  influence,  extensively  engaged  in  trade,  and  at 
one  time  High-Sheriff  of  the  County.  He  died  in  the  sum- 
mer of  172^,  aged  sixty-two,  leaving  three  sons  and  (om 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  mentioned  in  his  wiU.  At  the 
time  he  executed  his  will,  Jan.  30,  1722,  he  knew  not  of  the 
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ith  of  Lis  son,  Rer.  Aaron  Porterj  thoiigb  he  had  then 

*n  dead  a  week;  a  striking  proof  of  the  difficulty  of  com- 
iimicating  iotellit^ence. 

The  minister  of  Medford  was  the  second  son  and  the  third 

Id  of  the  above  Samuel,  and  was  namefl  Aaron^  in  honor 
his  grandfather  Cook.      He  was  graduated  at   Harvard 

oUege,  1708;  previously  to  which  he  had  joined  himself  to 
I  society  formed  at  college,  May*  1706^  that  met  weekly  *'for 

ayer  and  spiritual  discourse/* 

Of  his  ordination  at  Medford,  Chief  Justice  Samuel  Sewall 
ives  the  follo^ving  account  in  his  diary.  After  mentioning  a 
^ehement^   drifting   storm   of   snow  the  day  preceding,  he 

ite«:  — 

^Wednesday,  Feb*  11,  1713:   Mr.  Aaron  Porter  it  ordained 
stor  of  tbe  chareh  at  Meadfoni.     Sir.  Angler,  of  Watertown,  n;uve 
tie  charge;  Mr.  Hancock,  of  Lexington,  the  right  hand  of  fallow- 
'  fthlp*     The  storm  foregoing  hindered  my  son  Joseph  (setikd  the 
same  year  over  ihe  Old  South  Churdi  in  Boston)  from  being  there, 
7ere  many  more   people  there    than   the   meeting-house   could 


In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  Mr*  Pot'ter  married  Su- 

nmXf  daughter  of  Major  Stephen  Sewall,  Esq.^  of  Salem, 

id  a  sister  of  Stephen  Sewall  (H.  C,   17S1),  afterwards 

lief  Justice*    Judge  Samuel,  her  xinde,  gives  the  following 

Dcoisnt  of  the  wedding :  — 

•^  1713,  Oct.  22:   I  go  to  Salem  j  vij^it  Mrs.  Epes,  Colonel  Ha* 
^■ihome.     See  Mr.  Noyes  marry  Mr.  Aaron  Porter  and  Miss  Susan 
^B^wail  at  my  brother^s.     Was  a  pretty  deal  of  company  present. 
^BM r*  Htr^t  and  wife,  Mr.  Blower^g  (minister  of  Bererly),  Mr.  Pres- 
Hl^oC  (minbter  of  Dangers) ,  Mr.  Tuft,  sen.  (father  of  Rev.  John 
"  Tufts,  of  Newbury),  Madame  Leverett  (tady  of  Pres.  Leverett), 
Foxcrotlt,  Gofti  Kilchenj  Mr.  Samuel  Porter,  father  of  the  bride- 
groom, I  should   have  said  before.     Many  yonng  gentlemen   and 
^^  gentle  women*     Mr*  Noyes  made  a  speech:  said.  Love  tms  tht  m^ar 
^Mfo  Mtretten  n^ery  conditiQn  in  ike  married  tdation*     Frayed  once* 
^^btd  all  very  well*    After  ihe  Sack- Posset  (a  common  article  of 
^^kEitertaininent  at  weddings),  sung  ihe  45th  Psalm  from  the  8th  verse 
^■o  the  end,  —  five  staTcs.     I  set  it  to  Windsor  tune.     I  liad  a  vbtj 
^■^ood  turkey^leather  Psalm-book,  which  I  looked  in,  while  Mr.  Noyes 
^^read;  and  then  I  gave  U  to  the  bridegroom,  saying,  *  I  give  yon  this 
Fialm*btiok  in  order  to  ^ur  perpelucUing  this  $ong ;  and  1  wouU] 
hare  you  pray  that  it  may  be  an  introduction  to  our  singing  with 
llie  cshoir  above/     I  lodged  at  Mr.  Hirst*a.*' 


214 


HISTORY   OP   MBDFORD. 


We  may  sny  a  word,  in  pasaing,  of  these  custonii  of  onr 
ancestors.  The  IWlm-book  used  oii  thit  occasion  waa  tbo 
"  New  England  Version,  or  Bay  Psaim-book.'*  Tlie  psdm 
wm  '*  deaconed/'  The  portion  sung  was  tea  Terse*,  C.  M. 
The  firat  two  lines  were :  — 

^*  Myrrh t  aloes,  and  cassm's  fimcdl 
AU  uf  thy  gmrmtnts  had/' 

The  last  Torse,  to  which  the  Judge  seems  to  allude  in  wh 

he  said  to  the  bridegroom,  as  he  presented  the  "  turkey* 
leather  Psalm -book,"  read  thnji :  — 

*'  lliy  name  rctnembored  1  will  make 
In  gencraiioni}  all ; 
Tticrid'tbr^^  tbr  ever  and  for  aje 
I'hy  people  praise  Ihjee  aliaU^'* 

The  tune  selected  seems  to  us  a  singular  one  for  the  occ** 
fiion.  *'  Windiior  "  is  a  proper  tune  for  a  funeral ;  but,  for  * 
wedding,  how  dull  I  So  thought  not  our  ancestors*  White 
they  gloned  in  singing  sprightly  "York"  or  "St.  David'i*' 
on  Sunday,  solemn  **  Windsor"  or  "Low  Dutch"  (Canter^ 
btiry)  was  their  frequent  choice  at  weddings  and  other  festal 
occasions, 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Porter  came  to  Medford  immediately  after 
their  marriage,  and  lived  happily  together.  They  were  highly 
esteemed  by  their  uncle.  Judge  Sewall,  who  frequently  csdlsd 
on  them  when  goiiig  to  Salem  and  Newbury.  His  diaij 
says :  — 

**  July  28, 1714  r  According  to  my  promise,  I  carried  my  daughter 
Hannah  to  Muadford,  to  visit  Con  sin  Porter.  In  ber  mother's  name, 
she  presented  her  coiisin  with  a  red  coat  for  her  little  Aaron«  bloe 
facing,  for  the  sleeves  galoon.  Cost  about  1 2i*  2(1  I  carried  her 
ihree  oranges.  Gave  the  nurse  2*.,  raaid  l$*  Hannah  gave  the  ' 
luirae  1#.  Got  thither  about  one.  Over  the  ferry  before  dark,  5u 
fur  the  calash.  Mr,  Porter  went  to  Salem  on  Monday,  and  was  \ 
come  home,  though  the  sun  searce  half  an  hour  high,  when 
away.    Laut  Deo**' 

Rev,  Aaron  Poiter  was  ordained  as  the  first  minister 
Medford,  Febmary  11,   1713.     His  own  record  is  as  fol- 
lows:— 

"  May  19, 1712 :  The  town  of  Medford  called  me,  Aaron  Por 
to  serve  them  in  the  work  of  the  ministry ;  wLtch  call  (after  serious 
and  frequent  application  to  the  God  of  all  grace)  I  accepted  es  t^ 
call  from  God. 
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"  Feb.  11,  1713:  Thh  day  was  set  apftrt  as  n  day  of  fasting  and 
prtiyer,  id  ordpr  to  separate  or  ordain  me  to  the  marred  ollice  of  a 
tUJTiL^ter  of  tbc  go^peL'  The  reverentl  *?lders  seat  tf>  ai^isbt  in  tbis 
GoleiDn  action  wtrre  these  fidlowin;^ :  5«dU,  tbe  Rev*  Mr,  Saniuel 
Angier*  of  Watertovrn;  Mr,  William  Brattle,  of  Cambridge;  Mr» 
Jt>bo  Plancock,  of  Lexington ;  Mr,  Simon  Brad.street»  of  Charles- 
town ;  Mr*  John  Fox,  of  Wohiim ;  and  Mr,  David  Parsons,  of 
Matden  ;  all  of  whom  {except  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wm,  Brattle  and  Mr* 
John  FoXj  who  at  this  lime  Inbored  under  bodily  indispositions) 
Wtre  present,  with  other  delegates  of  the  churches, 

"The  reverend  elders  and  messengers  being  assembled  at  the 
house  of  Br*  John  Bradsbaw,  the  first  ihiag  they  did  was  the 
galliering  a  church ;  which  waa  done  by  a  number  of  the  bretbren*^* 
sip  in  g  to  a  covenant  prepared  for  that  purpose," 

By  a  law  of  the  General  Courtj  passed  March  3,  1636, 
each  church  must  be  recogmzed  {knd  approved  by  the  magis* 
trates  soon  after  its  organization  ;  otherwise  its  members  can- 
not be  admitted  as  freemen  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
Jtcdford  church  was  so  approved.  Maiden  was  finedj  in 
165!,  for  settling  a  minister  **  without  the  consent  of  the 
neighboring  churches  or  the  allowance  of  the  magistrates," 

I  **CWman^.  —  We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  appre^ 
^emlitig  ourselves  called  of  God  to  join  together  in  church  cotn- 
fflutiion  (acknowledging  ourselves  unworthy  of  such  a  privilege,  and 
our  Inability  to  keep  covenant  with  God,  or  to  perform  any  spiritual 
^Lity,  tirdess  Christ  shall  enable  thereunto),  in  humbta  dependence 
"u  free  grace  for  divine  assistance  and  accept  an  ce,  we  do,  in  the 
Qame  of  Chriat  Jesus  our  Lord,  freely  covenant,  and  bind  ourselves 
wit?ranly,  in  the  presence  of  God  himself,  his  holy  angels,  and  all 
ilia  servants  here  present,  to  serve  the  God  whose  nam«  alone  is 
[Jehnviili,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  the  only  true  and  living 
^Godj  cleaving  to  him,  our  chief  good,  and  unto  our  Lord  Jesua 
Cbrist,  as  our  only  Saviour,  Prophet,  Priest^  and  King  of  oar  souls 
tW  n  way  of  gospel  obedience;  avouching  the  Lord  to  be  our 
|6^  and  the  God  of  our  children,  whom  we  give  unto  him,  eonnt- 
]  it  fti  our  highest  honor  that  the  Lord  will  accept  of  us^  and  our 
iilblftii  with  us,  to  be  his  people.  We  do  also  give  ourselves  one 
Into  aaother  in  the  Lord,  covenantiug  to  walk  together  as  a  church 
'*f  Christ  in  all  tbe  ways  of  his  worship,  according  to  the  holy  rules 
^^  Us  word ;  promising  in  brotherly  love  faithfully  to  watch  over 
^tie  another's  souls,  and  to  submit  ourselves  to  the  discipline  and 
P*Wcf  of  Christ  in  the  church,  and  duly  to  attend  the  seals  and 
teo&ures,  or  whatever  ordinances  Christ  has  commanded  to  be 
observ^l  by  hia  people,  so  far  as  the  Lord  by  his  word  and  spirit 
Hi*  or  ihall  reveal  unto  us  to  be  our  duty ;  beseeching  the  Lord  to 
^n  Its  for  his  people,  and  delight  to  dwell  in  the  midst  of  us.    And, 


i 


flft 


nvroBv  or  mkdfohu. 


Ihai  wfs  mmy  k<5ep  our  ct>vf  imnt  with  God,  we  desire  to  6mj 
wjIvch,  finfl  to  doprnd  wholly  on  the  free  metry  of  God,  «&d  up 
tiui  mt'uU  of  ilr^tii  Christ ;  and  wherein  we  fiiil  to  wait 
for  jiurdcin  throiAj^h  hh  natiie,  beseeching  the  Lord  to  i 
rhnrch  of  Chriit,  and  delight  to  Abide  m  the  tmdst  of  ur* 
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** Tills  htnng  done,  we  went  to  the  place  of  public  worship,  mhmi 
the  I  lev.  Mr*  Simon  Brrtd*;trcct  began  with  prayer.  Prayer  h^\ 
onded,  1  prt'Ot'hed  from  those  words  io  First  EpistTe  to  the  Corro- 
thmm  iv,  2i  *  Moreover,  it  i»  roquired  of  stewards  thnt  a  mm  t*] 
found  faithful/  This  being  done,  the  Kev-  Mr.  Angler  proceeded K>j 
ordiuiifioiu  Mr.  llattcock*  Mn  Brudsitreet,  and  Mr.  Parsons  joimag I 
in  tho  impo>tilioii  of  hands.  After  this,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Haneoek  gntftj 
ijio  tlie  right  liaml  of  ftdlowwhip,  We  then  sung  part  of  tlie  1ZH\ 
Piialm ;  and  so  eonchjded  with  giving  the  blessing. 

"Thus,  ihmu«^h  the  goodness  of  our  ascended  Lord  and  gretf 
Shepherd  oi  hid  nhtiep,  we  see  another  candlestick  of  the  Lord,  tn^ 
A  light  »et  up  in  iL    The  Lord^  who  walks  in  the  midst  of  his  goldt^fl 
caiidlestlekA  and  hobl<t  the  stars  in  his  right  hand,  dtrell  with  n^  tin'^ 
keep  u»  pure,  without  t^pot  or  btemisb,  and  enable  Uia  unwoniij 
servant  (who  i^^,  of  himself,  nothing  but  simpleness  and  darknei^i 
aud  cannot  ^htne  hut  with  a  hor rowed  h'ght),  by  faith  and  prajefift^ 
derive  from  hitu,  who  h  the  head  of  infiuenees  to  hia  church,  saeb 
meAs^ures  of  light  and  grace,  that  he  may  be  instrumental  of  toni'^ 
ing  many  from  darkness  to  light,  and  al  last  shine  in  the  kingdotn 
of  heaven  m  the  stare  for  ever  and  ever. 

"  March  1 1 :  The  church  being  called  together,  they  made  ehoicB 
of  Brotliers  Tliomas  Willis,  sen.,  and  John  Whitmore^  sen^^  as  dm^ 
ami  in  the  church;  and  they  accordingly  accepted*  Al  the  saio» 
time,  it  was  determined  that  the  jiacrament  of  the  Lord*s  Supper 
should  be  celebtnted  on  the  2 2d  of  March  following,  and  continued 
once  in  six  weeks  till  otherwise  determined.  It  was  likewise  agreed 
u{>on,  at  this  time,  that  the  ordinance  of  baptism  should  be  adminii- 
t«!red,  not  only  to  the  infants  of  such  as  are  in  full  communion,  hut 
to  the  infants  of  such  as  are  baptized,  being  neither  ignorant  nor 
BCtindalouSf  upon  their  owning  the  covenant  publicly ;  supposing  al 
the  mmc  time  that  the  persons  admitted  to  this  privilege  with  their 
ebildren  are  under  the  care  and  watch  of  this  church,  and  subject 
to  the  discipline  of  it;  and  that  the  church  may  and  ought  at  as/ 
time  to  call  them  to  an  account  in  case  of  scandal." 


ECCLEi^lASTICAL   HlSTOKY, 


^7 


i^ 


WUtmore  Eoum,  Medlbrd,  1691}  to  ISiO. 

luly  ^0,  1714,  Mr.  Porter  makes  the  following  record ;  — 

**The  cburch  being  together,  some  of  them  manifested  an  nnetiisi- 

Jefls,  that  in  time  past  I  had  not,  at  tbe  admiasion  of  members,  read 

ttblidy  some  thing  of  what  I  bad  received  from  them  in  private ; 

'  sired  that,  for  time  to  come,  1  should  make  it  my  practice  so 

In  compUance  with  which  desire,  I  prom  bed  to  ask  it  of  all 

I  as  should  offer  tbemselvei^  to  us ;  hut  could  not  see  any  rule  to 

itnEKi-re  it  as  a  necessary  term  of  eommunion^  so  as  to  keep  out  aueh 

1*  are  qualified  according  to  the  gospel,  merely  because  they  can- 

flot  comply  with  this  practice.     It  being  no  institution  of  our  Sfi- 

LT^oar,  all  tbat  his  churcbes  can  do  is  only  to  desire  it  as  an  expedi'.mt, 

«t  have  no  power  to  command  it,  on  for  want  of  it^  to  deny  tbe 

comtntinion  to  any  that  are  qualified  and  regularly  seek  for  it. 

'*At  the  same  time,  I  proposed  to  the  church  that  jm  handy- vote 
TOJd  Qot  be  demanded  or  expected  at  the  admission  of  merabera  ; 
^t  ihat  (liberty  of  objecting  being  first  given)  their  silence  ahould 
^  lak^a  for  consent ;  with  which  tbe  church  crncuf red," 

Here  is  a  slight  indication  of  that  ChiistiaB  jealousy  exist* 
^  in  the  New  Engbnd  churches  in  refereace  to  purity  of 
Ifloetriae  and  discipline.  This  watchtulncss  and  almost  sus- 
fpicioti  of  new  comers  and  of  each  other  was  an  American,  and 
Lj^f  a  Eitrapean,  trait ;  and  it  arose  from  the  fact  that  our 
filers  came  here  to  establi^sh  a  pure  church,  and  therefore 
^g^d  this  spintual  espioui^e  to  be  their  solemn  duty  and 
^ure  deftmce. 
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Jan*  4 J  1714:  It  was  voted  "that  such  persons  as  slmil 

read  the  psalm  la  the  meeting -ho  uiie  shall  sit  in  the  dcmcon^i 
&eat." 

*^Jiine  17,  1715:  Voted  tliat  such  pemons  as  aball  contnumf' 
on  the  sabbath-days  any  silver  money  or  bhiek-dogs  tow  arils  Mr, 
Porter'sa  et alary,  shall  be  allowed,  out  of  the  minlster^i  TAVtf  wbal  he 
thus  contributes-" 

A  deposition  was  made  he  fore  the  authoritiefl  at  Boston, 
Julv  29,  1701,  that  **dog  or  lion  dollars  had  been  counter- 
felted/' 

March  9,  1720:  Deacon  Thomas  Willis,  on  account  of  old 

age,  resigns  his  ofKce  in  the  church  ;  and  in  the  ne^tt  munth^ 
April  6,  Mr,  rctcival  Hall  is  chosen  in  his  place-  Before 
tills  choice  was  made,  the  church  voted  that  not  a  plurality  of 
vutes  among  the  cuudidates,  but  a  majority  of  all  the  ?otea 
cast,  should  he  required  to  constitute  a  choice. 
At  this  time  it  was  voted  by  the  church,  that  — 

**  Such  members  of  other  elmrchea  as  come  to  reside  among  n^ 
with  a  demrc  to  coatinue  with  us,  should  be  required  to  oblaia  a 
reL'ommeiidatiori  from  the  churches  tbey  came  from,  and  so  put 
thems^elves  under  the  watch  of  the  church  in  thi:^  place  ;  and  if  they 
refuse  to  do  so  within  one  year  afVer  their  coming  jimong  us^  withoal 
givittg  the  church  a  satisfactory  renson  for  their  neglect,  (hey  sIiaII 
hti  denied  the  privileges  of  members  here/* 

May  17,  17^1 :  The  town  passed  the  following  vote;  — 

**  To  invite  Mr.  John  Tuft.=^,  of  Cbarlestown,  to  sit  at  the  table  m 
our  meeting-house ;  and  also  Lis  wife  to  sit  ia  Captain  Tufts  s  pew, 
by  his  isonsenu" 

Aug.  g,  1721 :  '*  At  a  churclvmeeting,  Thomas  WUfia^  jiin^t 
was  chosen  a  deacon  for  this  church," 

There  are  no  records  of  mtuTiages  or  funerals  during  the 
ministry  of  Mr,  Porter,  lie  baptized  one  hundred  and  twelre 
persons,  and  admitted  twenty-six  to  the  church- 

The  above  extracts  contain  all  the  facts  of  general  ecclesi* 
astical  importance  recorded  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Kev. 
Mr.  Porter,  They  prove  to  ns  several  interesting  particnlarB. 
They  leave  us  to  infer  that  our  Medford  ancestors  selected 
the  right  man  for  their  first  teacher  and  pastor>  —  a  peace- 
maker, who  poured  the  oil  of  Christian  love  upon  the  troubled 
waves  of  the  Woodhridge  storm.  His  learning,  discrinium* 
tion,  and  wisdom  are  seen  in  his  decision  of  the  caie  brought 
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before  him  by  members  of  his  church,  who  probably  wished 
him  to  require  from  candidates  a  narrative  of  theirx  Christian 
experiences  as  a  condition  of  their  admission.  He  objected 
to  it,  and  would  "  not  impose  it  as  a  necessary  term  of  commu- 
nion." Such  narratives,  he  maintained,  were  "  no  institution 
of  our  Saviour,"  anli  therefore  could  not  be  imposed  as  condi- 
tions of  acceptance ;  and  he  converted  his  church  to  this 
truth.  His  ministry  was  short,  but  fruitful.  He  found  the 
church  disturbed,  and  left  it  quiet.  "  Blessed  are  the  peace- 
makers ;  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children  of  God." 

These  records  prove,  moreover,  that  our  fathers  adopted 
the  great  republican  principle  of  the  right  of  a  majority  in 
the  forms  of  congregational  government  and  discipline.  They 
•were  followers  of  the  apostolic  Robinson,  who  was  the  found- 
er of  the  Independents,  or  Congregaiionalists ;  and  therefore 
they  held  to  choosing  their  own  minister,  and  then  asking  an 
ecclesiastical  council  to  ordain  him.  They  were  thus  opposed 
to  the  Brownists,  who  held  that  the  laity  might  ordain  their 
own  pastors. 

We  further  learn,  from  these  extracts,  that  the  services  of 
ordination  were  somewhat  different  from  those  in  our  day. 
The  council  demanded  not  the  testimonies  from  the  candidates 
80  generally  required  now.  No  examination  was  instituted, 
110  confession  of  faith  was  read,  and  no  charge  was  given 
kim  how  or  what  to  preach. 

The  extracts  ftirthermore  record  the  gathering  of  the  First 
Church  in  Medford,  Fifteen  members,  who  had  joined  the 
churches  in  neighboring  towns,  signed  the  covenant  which  had 
been  drawn  for  that  purpose.  Eleven  of  these  brethren  were 
connected  with  the  church  in  Cambridge,  one  with  that  in 
Braintree,  one  in  Watertown,  one  in  Woburn,  and  one  in  Mai- 
den. "Why  the  sisters  did  not  sign,  we  are  not  told ;  and  it 
^ould  be  hard  to  give  a  Scriptural  reason  for  their  exclusion, 
f he  "  covenant,"  while  it  states  the  three  relations,  —  first 
^  God,  second  to  the  Redeemer,  and  third  to  each  other,  — 
leaves  unnoticed  those  specific  doctrines,  the  belief  in  which 
fas  since  been  made  a  term  of  communion.  The  "  old-£Eish- 
loned  Arminianism,"  so  called,  seemed  to  be  the  form  of 
Christian  faith  extensively  embraced  by  our  ancestors.  The 
church  included  neai-ly  all  the  congregation,  so  far  as  heads 
of  families  were  concerned. 

,  We  conclude  these  inferences  with  a  few  words  concern- 
^  the  earliest  pastors  in  New  England. 


Pastoml  visits  and  parochial  duties  must  haTe  been  pectiliar 
^when  a  clergyman  had  to  find  his  way  from  one  family  w 
another  by  marked  trees !  The  connection  between  iW 
minister  and  people  was  deemed  as  indissoluble  as  the  miir- 
riage*tie*  To  the  intelligencej  self^sacrificej  and  piety  of 
these  men  of  God,  we  owe  that  churchj  that  school,  and  that 
family  altar,  which  have  made  New  England  what  we  aoir 
behold  it.     Fides  probata  corona t 

The  llev.  Mr,  Porter,  after  a  peaceful  and  yaluahle  iniait- 
try  of  nearly  nine  years,  rlied  at  his  post  of  duty,  Jan.  SJ, 
1722,  aged  thirty-three, 

Mr.  Porter  had  some  property  from  hie  father.  There  ii 
a  **  deed  of  fifty  or  sixty  acres  of  land,  with  a  wharf  ml 
warehouse  thereon,  adjoining  the  nver  in  Med  ford,  conTeyei 
by  him,  Jan.  7,  1716,  to  Benjamin  Wyman,  of  Obum^  mJJ- 
ster,  for  seventy-five  pounds.  New  England  currency/*  It 
was  acknowledged  before  Stephen  Sewall,  Esq,,  of  Srdeni« 
his  father-in-law ;  and  on  the  back  is  this  note :  **  Sold  to 
Stephen  Hall,  on  the  7th  of  June,  17S9/* 

We  regret  that  so  little  is  on  record  concerning  this  beloved 
minister  of  Christ.  With  respect  to  his  decease,  we  have  the 
two  following  records  :  — 

"1722,  Jan,  23 :  The  reverend  minister  of  Mend  ford  dies,  Jlr. 
Porter,  which  married  U«kle  SewalFs  daughter*'  —  S,  Sewaits  MSi 

'^1722,  midweek,  Jan«  24:  Ju^t  about  sunset,  Mr*  Bnttlle  tuld 
me.  that  Mr.  Aaron  Porter,  t!*e  desirable  pastor  of  the  churrh  m 
Meadford,  was  dead  of  a  fever,  which  mucli  grieved  me*^*  —  Jud^e 
Sewaffi  JournaL 

In  the  burying -ground  is  a  marble  slab,  with  this  inscrip* 
tion  :  "  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Rev*  Aaron  Porter^  the  first 
settled  minisster  of  Medford," 

June  18,  1722 :  By  the  advice  of  the  President  and  Pel 
lows  of  Harvard  College,  the  town  held  a  fast,  to  seek  divine 
guidance  in  procuring  a  minister ;  and  Rev*  Messrs*  Colman, 
Fox  J  Hancock  J  Brown^  and  Appletou  were  invited  to  conduct 
the  religious  exercises.  Thus,  after  the  death  of  their  fir^t 
minister,  the  inhabitants  of  Med  ford  took  steps  to  supply 
their  pulpit  with  candidates ;  and,  after  hearing  a  few,  they 
voted  (May  2p5,  1724)  "  to  hear  Mr,  Turell  two  sabbaths^  ajH 
Mr.  Lowell  one  sabbath,  and  then  make  a  choice*"  It  was 
usual  for  the  church  to  nominate  the  candidate,  and  for  the 
town  to  elect  him»  On  one  occasion,  the  Medford  church 
nominated  three  candidates  at  the  same  time.     Mr«  Nathaiiiel 
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(H*  C.  1719)  was  chosen :  settJeTOent,  one  hundred 

salary,  eighty  pounds.     Mr<  Samuel  Dexter  was 

ards  chosen  on  the  same  terms.     Both  these  gentlemen 

^ed.     Before  this  period,  however,  even  as  early  as  Oct* 

,722,  the  town,  as  a  town,  passed  some  resolutions  which 

have  sounded  bold  to  English  ears.     "  Voted  tliat  they 

~  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  minister  by  the  majority  of 

Regardless  of  the  church's  claim,  to  two  votes,  here 

true  democracy  recognized ;  and  it  was  meatit  to  look 

jf  little  like  Episcopacy,  Preshyterianism,  or  Romanism* 

to  raise  money  by  contributions  in  the  meeting-house  on 

ilay  was  very  common*     From  March  5,   1713,  to  Oct. 

ni8,  they  gathered  £27.  16*.  Sd.     From  Oct  28, 1718, 

LUg.  2,  1721,  they  gathered  £15.  5j,  8c/. 
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Tr*;A  ^er.rlfm.in  was  a  narivc  of  Boston,  bom  ITOU  ai 
pr^ifli^Tj-A  ar  Harv-^rd  College  1751.  He  studied  ha  ^ 
rVr^Siior.  wi*h  R/;v.  IV:r*j -.min  Co'.nui:.  of  Bo-stoa ;  andoiAl 
ITf  h  J  inf:,  1T24,  the  '*^elf;c^men  of  Medford  having  appoolrf 
that  ^iay  for  a  town -fi it,  Mr.  Colman  preached  a  txttiog  «^ 
raon  from  f  he-e  words  :  -'  And  when  the  day  of  PefiCaootf 
wvirt  filly  rom'.-,  they  were  all  with  one  accord  in  one  pb* 
Aft/;r  thi-j  pr^.-jMritorj*  service,  the  town  proceeded  to  Ad, 
rjriar»imo'i"ly,  the  Rev.  Ehenezer  Tarell  to  be  their  jtM 
ar.fi  tea/  her,  —  a  hundred  pounds  settlement,  and  iim<f 
fK^'jndi  «i:il/Lry,  and  stran^er>'  money,  to  be  paid  semi-annniDf* 
To  thi-j  ii.viration  Mr.  Turell  returned  the  following  ansvc^ 
rlated  Auq.  31,  1724:  — 

"  Fora-«miif-h  a.a  the  Go«l  of  the  .-pirit?  of  all  flesh  'npoo  oariei' 
in:r  unto  hirn  hy  prayer  and  fastinpr)  ha*  incline*!  your  heiillli 
elect  and  call  me,  who  am  lesj  than  the  lea:^t  of  all  niiita.fll 
unworthy  the  name  of  a  teacher  of  Christ,  to  settle  with  yon  h^ 
work  of  the  evangelical  ministry,  I  thought  myself  in  datr  botfi 
U>  take  thi*  wcif^hty  and  important  call  into  my  most  s«rioas  vi 
reIi;;iou-!  con-iideration ;  and,  in  the  tirst  place,  to  look  np  to  kfl^ 
ven  unto  tlint  CrfA  who  'lA  wonderful  in  council  as  well  as  ezcdW 
in  working,  for  hi.s  gracious  assistance,  direction,  conduct,  and  bb*- 
ing ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  to  apply  myself  unto  the  serraste  rf 
(j<t*L  t/igether  with  my  Christian  friends,  for  counsel  and  advice  ■ 
thi-j  imi>ortant  affair;  which,  acconlingly,  I  have  done  with  whiirf 
fcinoerity  and  humility  the  grace  of  God  has  afforded  me.  I^ 
therefore,  in  the  fir.-^t  place,  offer  my  unfeigned  thanks  unto  Almigfc? 
('m(A  for  his 'gracious  assistances  vouchsafed  unto  me,  and  forlk* 
kind  acceptance  he  lias  granted  me  with  bis  people,  that  he  hasio 
far  inclin<:d  me  to  take  uj)  the  cro<s,  and  follow  a  glorious  Saviour 
in  the  arduous  and  honorable  employment  of  the  gospel  miiust^* 
i  de.-ire,  likewise,  thankfully  to  receive  the  respect  which  you,  the 
ehurch  and  congregation  of  Medford,  have  put  upon  me  in  your  W* 
'•lections  and  invitations.  I  hope  I  am  not  altogether  insensible  of 
the  -acred riefis  of  the  office,  of  the  importance  and  difficulty  of  tb6 
eniployments  of  a  mini&ter  of  Christ ;  and  therefore  I  would  no* 
urid'-rtake  it  with  carnal  and  worldly  views,  as  a  trade  to  live  bji 
or  with  a  proK[>ect  of  advancing  my  worldly  circumstances,  but,  1 
hof^e  and  trust,  with  an  eye  to  the  honor  of  Christ  and  the  good  of 
irn mortal  i^uls,  to  demolish  SaUin's  kingdom,  and  to  advance  tbB 
kingdom  of  God  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men,  which  are  the  gret^ 
end<t  which  are  chiefly  and  principally  to  be  looked  at  and  aimed  at 
in  the  whole  business  of  a  minister,  and  which  I  would  count  voj 
hi/h#'-!t  honor  and  amhition  to  attain. 

-  J  Jut  then  it  is  not  altogether  improper,  but  necessary,  for  a  mini^ 
ter  of  Cliri»t  to  see  to  it  that  he  has  a  comfortable  subsistence  aa^ 
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lee  afforded  uirto  him,  whereby  he  may  upTjoId  the  dig- 
e  mtnli^terial  funclLons^  And  comply  with  the  sipostoliciil 
\&  the  gospel  relating  to  his  carriage  and  behavior:  which 
to  consider  the  otJera  yoti  make  me  for  my  i^iipport  and 
4e  lining  amon^iit  you.  To  whii^h  I  would  make  this 
tid  reply :  Firstar  that  the  one  hundred  pouads  you  otier 
f  settlement^  1  do  accept ;  seeondly,  that  the  uinety  pounds 
¥oted  me  for  my  yearns  saSaryj  when  made  one  hundred 

do  accept;  thirdly,  the  strangers'  money^  or  the  weekly 
OQs,  I  do  for  the  present  accept ;  hut,  in  case  many  of 
»m  you  now  call  siranf^erM  become  inhabitants,  by  a  grant 
aeent  bin  da  to  the  town  of  Med  ford,  or  any  other  way  be 
I  rmef*  uato  the  ministry  of  said  towa,  —  I  say^  in  ca^^e  it 

so  ordered  ia  the  methods  of  Providence,  I  shall  expect  a 
iropoTtion  or  allowance.  Things  being  thus  ordered,  I  do 
any  acceptance  of  your  call  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  i 
beseeching  your  ardent  and  fervent  prayers  to  Ahnighty 
ne,  til  at  he  would  more  and  more  prei*are  me  for,  incline 
and  9trengthen,  asisi^t,  and  enable  me  in,  the  work  where* 
iBM  called  me ;  that^  in  whatsoever  part  of  God'i  vineyard  I 
Ailed  to  labor  in  the  same,  I  may  be  faithful  and  successful, 
I  not  myself^  but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord- 
now  I  commend  you  all  unto  the  divine  grace,  conduct,  mid 
entreating  that  the  God  of  peace  arid  of  love  would  dwell 
ju;  that  his  glorious  kingdom  may  be  advanced  in  and  by 
i  the  Father  of  lights  and  of  mercy  would  bestow  upon 
f  good  and  every  perfect  gift ;  that  in  this  world  you  may 
i,  a  faith,  and  holinesej  and  at  lasl  stand  perfect  and  com> 
the  whole  will  of  God^  obtaining  the  reward  of  your 
(crvices,  —  even  a  crown  of  glory  that  shall  never  fade 
"ough  Jeans  Christ.     Amen*       Your^  to  serve, 

"  K  TURELL." 

u  19,  1724;  This  answer  was  considered,  accepted, 
r  complied  withal  by  the  church  and  town."  Twenty 
were  voted  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  ordination, 
pounds  voted  as  additional  salary,  —  making  it  one 
,  pounds  per  annum. 

ecord  of  his  ordination  we  have  in  Mr*  TuTell's  own 
us:  — 

25»  1724:  This  day  was  set  apart  as  a  day  of  fasting  and 
D  order  to  separate  and  ordain  me  to  the  ministerial  ofHce. 
;rend  elders  sent  to  assist  in  the  solemn  action  were  the  fol- 
,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  the  Rev,  Mr,  John  Han* 
L^v,  Mr.  lienjamin  Colman,  the  Rev.  Mr-  Simon 
Rev.  Mr.  Rit^hard  Brown,  the  Rev,  Mr,  John  Fox, 
Nathaniel  Appleion,  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Cooper, 
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the  Rev.  Mr.  Ja^hoa  Gee,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Joseph  Emerson,  i 
Rev.  Mr.  Hull  Abbot.     Four  of  these  reverend  elders  were  i 
scil.,  the  Rev.  Dr.  C.  Mather,  the  Rev.  S.  Bradstreet,  the 
Brown,  and  the  Rev.  J.  Fox.   The  rest,  being  present,  at  the  hoillli 
Brother  John  Bradshaw,  formed  themselves  into  a  ooancil,  and,! 
ing  distributed  the  several  parts  of  the  work,  went  to  the  place  of  pi 
lie  worship,  where  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Cooper  began  with  ] 
Prayer  being  ended,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benjamin  Colman  pr 
excellent  sermon  from  these  words,  Second  Corinthians  iv.  1 :  *1 
then,  as  workers  together  with  him,  beseech  yon  also  that  je  i 
not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain.'     This  being  done,  the  Rev.'! 
Hancock  proceeded  to  ordination,  —  Mr.  Colman,  Mr.  Appleton,! 
Mr.  Cooper  joining  in  the  imposition  of  hands.     After  thii^  I 
Rev.  Mr.  Appleton  gave  me  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.     Wet 
sung  the  first  part  of  the  sixty-eighth  Psalm ;  and  so  concluded  \ 
giving  the  blessing." 

From  these  church  records,  we  learn  that  entire  unanimitfl 
prevailed  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Turell ;  which  is  anotlMrl 
proof  of  the  pacific  and  useful  ministry  of  his  predecesiQiJ 
We  do  not  find  any  examination  of  the  character  or  creed  i 
the  pastor  elect  by  the  ordaining  council,  nor  is  any  cAovjij 
given  to  him  touching  doctrine  or  discipline.  Our  fathoi] 
seemed  to  rely  on  the  sufficiency  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the] 
right  of  private  judgment. 

Thus  Medford  was  provided  with  its  second  minister ;  and 
all  prospects  seemed  auspicious.  Very  few  events  of  an  extnr 
ordinary  character  occurred  in  the  ministry  of  Mr.  TureU. 

In  order  to  procure  the  privilege  of  Christian  baptism  fcr 
their  children,  parents,  who  were  not  members  of  the  church, 
were  required  to  "  own  the  covenant,"  as  it  was  called ;  that 
is,  they  stood  up  in  the  midst  of  the  congregation,  on  Sunday, 
and  the  minister  asked  them  if  they  believed  the  Bible  to  be 
the  word  of  God,  and  would  promise  to  take  it  as  their  rule 
of  faith  and  practice.  If  they  answered  affirmatively,  thei 
he  administered  baptism  to  them  or  their  children.  Thii 
order,  called  the  half-way  covenant,  was  established  in  the 
Medford  church  in  Mr.  Porter's  ministry,  and  was  re-affirmed 
Dec.  2,  1724. 

"  Mr.  Thomas  Hall  was  chosen  deacon,  1726." 

"June  18,  1731 :  Mr.  Benjamin  Willis  was  chosen  deacon 
in  the  room  of  Brother  Thomas  Willis,  deceased.** 

It  appears  from  the  church  records,  that  some  members 
wished  a  more  definite  rule  and  searching  scrutiny  respectiii^ 
the  admission  of  communicants,  and  therefore  reviyed  the 


^m  **  kind-rote  '*  in  the  church  on  em:h  diae^     This  was 
IB  a  special  meeting ;  mad  the  t^coitd  sajs :  — 

8,  174$  I  Benjamm  Titfta's  peii^OQ  conaMtered^  and  fail 
:  denied  Ibr  a  haiK^-viifta." 

FoT.  SO,  1744,  the  suhject  was  again  discussed,  and  a  dif- 
result  reached.     The  vote  of  July  £0^  17 14,  aboUshing 
id-Tote,  was  modified  ihua :  Voted  **  that  the  reverc&d 
[ftf  he  desired  to  call  for  au  handy-vote  at  the  admisston 
^membefs  for  the  future,  excepting  when  the  persons  to  he 
plead  that  the/  are  in  opinion  or  judgment  for  a 
ToCe,^'     This  step  backwards  in  church  discipline 
.  nuUiEed  hy  the  adroit  introductiou  of  the  concluding 

aj9«  17d5:  Brothers  Samuel  Brooks  and  Jonathan  Brad- 
were  dboeen  deacon^^  nnAnimouslT.     Samnel  Brooks^  ^^*f 
1 1  BrotKer  Bradshaw  accepted. 

^^h  ^'*^^  *  Eeoeived  a  folio  Bible  from  the  Hon.  T.  Eoyal, 
^  ibaiiks. 
fSd  t  Voted  to  T^kd  the  Scriptures  in  the  oongregation.** 

reason  oux  ancestors  could  give  for  not  reading  the 
i  of  God  in  the  sabbath  serTicee«  we  cannot  imagine*  In 
i,  Mf-  Holmes  says  :  — 

hj  this  practice  should  be  discontinued  by  any  of  the  disctjites 
8^  I  see  no  rea^n.     I  am  persuaded  it  cannot  be  aUeged  to 
ny  part  of  our  reformation  from  Poptsb  superstition." 

|759 :  Chose  Brother  Ebenezer  Brooks  a  deacon,  unanimrtttsly* 
24,  1767  t  Brothers  Isaac  Warren  and  Samuel  Kidder 
i  chosen  deacons* 

7,  1763:  Deacon  Benjamin  WQlis,  Deacon  Jonathan 

Deacon  Ebenezer  Brooks,  Dr*  Simon  Tufts,  Captain 

Brooks,  Stephen  Hall,  Ki^q.,  Samuel  Brooks,  E&q.^  Mri  Sa* 

\  Angler,  and  Mr*  Hugh  Flcjdf  were  chosen  a  Committee  to 

witb  Rev,  Mr*  Turellj  relating  to  the  singing  of  Tate  and 

|ly'i  Version  of  the  Psalms  in  the  eongregalioo,  instead  of  the 

Don  Tersigu  now  sung,  and  are  to  make  report  at  the  ne:£t  May 

Chi*  Committee  report  to  resign  Dtmster's  rersion,  and  to 

;  Tate  and  Brady's. 
St  the  aboTB  meeting,  a  Committee  was  chosen  to  prepare 
for  all  the  singers  to  sit  together  in  the  mecting- 
the  chorister  choosing  the  singers,  and  **  the  Select- 
i  approbating  them/' 
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'•8ef)t.  3,  1767;  At  a  church  meeting*  the  bretJif«n 
mertinj  ffi  ning  Dr.  lhm}y  iir*d  Mr.  Tiite^s  version  of  tbe  P« 
tlitj  rt>rfruM>n  i*f  ihe  frorfri*  Daj  (onlj),  Bnd  the  New  En^laiid ! 
PI  oil  III  thi*  iifteniodu,  for  rix  months;  nn*!*  if  no  objfxrtion  Mial 
potlo  to  if,  tlirn  to  ning  l>r-  Brarlj  and  Mr.  TatcV  versioii  6r^ 
fljtUfM,"    *»  April,  17,  170**:  No  objection  being  made,  itv  * 
ihiM  liny  to  Ming  thctn  " 

Thnwt*  ftnv  copies  of  the  church  records  comprise 
ftirtw  touching  tho  action  of  the  Medford  church  dur 
Turcir*  minifttry*     They  show  si  period  of  remarkable  [ 
tti  iigreeulilr  contrast  with  the  sharp  divisions  of  aa  earl 
timt**     The   foH owing   fiu'ts,  gathered  from  varioug  sou 
arc*  intcruitingp  tis  they  show  us  the  ideas  and  conduct  of  ^ 
fathers. 

April  £C,  1780:  Mn  Turell  preached  a  sensible  and  tin 
diicomnc  in  favor  of  inoculatioti  for  the  smallpox. 

Aug.  7,  17iiO :  Cattchism  day,  Friday,  Mr,  Turell  pr 
a  sermon  to  the  chiklren,  after  he  had  questioned 
from  the  catcchii^iii.     This  annual  exercise,  or  rather  ' 
fright,  ficrvt'd  to  recommend  religion  to  the  young  mucli  i 
dose  of  mcdieino  foreshadowed  health, 

"Match  h,  11  Mi:  Captain  Ebenezer  Brooks,  Mr,  J^ 
WilliM,  and  Mr.  Jonatlian  Watson,  chosen  a  Committae 
report  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  to  Mr,  Turell's  fences/ 

When  the  Ilcv,  (jcorge  Whitefield,  of  England »  came  to  I 
thi»  conntry,  as  a  niissitmary  of  the  crois^  to  wake  « 
dfMid  churches,  and  pour  the  breath  of  life  into  the  cle 
•poke  Oi  one  who  had  authority  to  blow  the  trumpet  at 
Tie  returned  to  England,  in  1741,  for  a  visits  but  left  t  ... 
him  followers  who  had  neitlier  his  wisdom,  nor  his  eloquence, 
nor  lii8  piety.  Against  these  preachers  many  good  men 
airaved  themselves^  and  Mr.  Tnrell  among  the  re^t,  Htr 
putilif(hf^dt  174S,  a  pamphlet  called  **  A  Direction  to  my  Vto^ 
l>\v  iti  lli^atiou  to  the  Present  Times*"  In  this  book,  he 
calls  on  his  people  to  distinguish  between  the  fer%"ors  of  tlicir 
excited  imagimitions  and  the  still  small  voice  of  God's  effert«J 
grace  ;  he  also  cautions  them  against  believing  in  multirudi' 
nous  meetings  as  the  best  places  for  true  gospel  le^^ing  and 
Christian  piety;  he  furthermore  suggests  the  expedieiicy «>* 
not  Derating  their  religious  experiences,  for  fear  that  spirituil 
pride  will  take  the  place  of  humility  ;  he  openly  blame??  ihos^ 
preachers  who  travel  about,  and,  without  being  asked,  jJ^ 
and  act  the  bbhop  in  other  men's  dioceses*     In  this  po^" 
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*1&,  Tiirell  names  *^  thirteen  particulars ; "  or,  in 
words,  objections  to  the  *'uew«ligbt  movement,"  The 
QUB  Spirit ;  the  representing  assurimce  to  be  the  essence 
faitbj  and  that,  without  this  assurance,  none  should 
,e  Lord's  table  ;  the  fiJse  witness  of  the  Spirit ;  the 
irity  of  dreams,  ipiritual  visions,  and  impulses  ;  preach- 
rithout  study ;  esteeming  unconverted  ministers  as  use- 
the  preaching  and  praying  of  women  in  public ;  the 
of  decent  order  in  public  worship  ;  the  over-estimate  of 
^n  light  and  comfort  in  the  soul ;  and  the  singing  of 
^orized  hjTnns  in  unauthorized  places,  —  all  these  are 
in  of  as  objectionable  features  in  the  Whitefield  regene- 
[  processes.  Mr,  Turell  expresses  an  ardent  zeal  in 
true  work  of  God*s  Spirit,  and  as  jealous  a  caution 
Bt  every  counterfeit  work*  It  is  very  clear  that  the 
U  times  woke  up  the  slumbering  energies  of  the  Med- 
Treacher,  and  caused  him  to  think  and  write  and  preach 
iriiit  better  than  he  had  ever  done  before* 
i  pamphlet  called  out  a  sharp  and  well-reasoned  answer, 
r  this  title :  *'  A  Letter  from  the  Rev*  Mr.  CrosweU  to 
ev.  Mr.  Turell,  in  answer  to  his  Direction  to  his  Peo- 
Bostoni  174^,"  He  takes  up  the  several  "  particulars  *' 
icr,  and,  in  many  of  them,  demolishes  Mr*  Turell's  con- 
ms ;  while,  in  others,  he  is  mastered  by  superior  force, 
fe  Mr*  Turell  objects  to  ministers  preaching  without 
I  Mr.  CrosweU  replies,  and  says  i  **  The  more  any  of  us 
fve  in  the  divine  life^  the  less  p^p^r  we  shall  want  in 
to  preach  the  gospeL"  Mr,  CrosweU  concludes  his 
with  these  words  :  — 

look  ypoii  your  little  pamphlet  to  be  more  infectious  and  poi- 
i  than  tbe  French  prophets,  *  the  trial  of  Mr.  Wbitefiel4*8 
^  or  any  other  pamphlet  of  this  kind  we  have  been  infected 
That  GcmI  may  grant  repentance  to  you  for  writing  it,  and 
BIB  for  spreading  it  abroad^  especially  to  miniscers  who  have 
ihem  about  in  their  own  parishes,  U  the  hearty  prajer  of  your 
rieher  and  humble  servant,  Andrew  CrosweU." 

»  attack  and  others  moved  Mr.  Tmell  to  further  expres- 
of  opinion;  and  be  published,  in  174^,  another  pam- 
tutitled  — 

r.  Tureirs  Dialogue  between  a  Minister  and  bis  Neigbbor 
the  Times.  To  whi<jh  is  added,  An  Answer  to  Mr.  John  Lee's 
rfcs  on  a  Passage  in  tlie  Preface  of  liis  Direction  to  his 


»m 
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This  pampKIet  is  written  with  more  cum  than  the  &n 
and  in  a  sweeter  spirit.  The  Neighbor  is  made  to  ask  all  I 
important  questions  touching  the  great  ksuea  then 
the  community,  and  the  Minister  sets  himself  to 
methodically  every  inquiry.     In  his  preface,  he  says :  — 

"  I  have  cast  tlie  disco  arse  into  this  dialogiBtical  mould  to  trnJ 
it  more  agreeable  to  the  lower  ranks  ormeiif  for  whose  bene^llfi 

chiefly  desigtied," 

It  defines  what  is  a  true  work  of  God's  grace,  and  wn 
are  the  proofs  of  itj  and  then  contrasts  these  with  the 
terfeit    exhibitions.       Speaking    of  the    mental    agonies 
6ome  persoui  under  conviction,  he  says :  **  Distraction^  oij 
,  deprivation  of  reason,  is  £ur  from  being  serviceable  to 

ion."      Of  the  spiritual  manifestations  of  those  daysii . 
speaks  under  the  heads  of  dreams ^  trmoiti ,  and  impuka ; 
he  says :  — 

''  I  have  shown  my  dislike  of  them,  because  all  such  thmgs 
dently  lead  us  from  the  word  of  God,  the  oaly  rule  by  which  w€  < 
judge  of  this  work  or  of  our  own  state-,     I  see  bo  reasou  wbj 
should  look  for  such  things  under  the  preaent  dispensN^lion..    1 1 
ever  taught  you  that  the  Bible  is  a  perfect  rule  of  faith  and 
ners,  —  a  mare  sure  word  of  prophecy.    We  are  safe  while  we  i 
to  it  I  hut  we  know  not  into  whose  handM  we  fall  w*ben  we  give  1 
tu  fancies  and  impressions-" 

He  also  apcaka  of  sudden  screamings  and  raptoreSj ; 
says :  — 

■'  Some  of  the^rff  screamings  in  these  parts  on  thesabbathi 
under  my  preach  in  g,  and  they  have  been  repeated  ;  but,  Mr.  Hi 
say  a,  Satan  gets  posaession  by  the  senses  and  passiooSt  Christ  I 
the  undentanding," 

He  writes  with  warmth  against  itinerant  preachers  goii 
unasked,   to    hold   meetings   in   other  ministers*   parbb 
Against  the  public  preaching  of  women  he  quotes  lb 
emphatic  texts  of  St*  Paul ;  and  against  "  hynms  of  hM 
composition  "  is  very  severe^     He  does  not  speak  ill  of 
poet-laureate  of  the  churchj  Dr.  Watts ;  but  thinks 
'*  mere  human  composures  '*  may  introduce  heresy.     He  < 
thus :  — 

"  Be  not  offended  at  these  things,  or  prejudiced  againsl 
gtnuifie  work  of  Got!,  from  disorders  and  irri^gularities  that  i 
among  us  :  be  sure  to  put  in  for  a  share  of  the  BpiHtnal  hie 
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ly  bestowed  at  this  day*     Give  yourself  to  prayen  to  read- 
hmfing  the  word,  to  meditaf ion,  Belf-exami nation  i  aod  let 
bg  satisfy  you  short  of  a  ivho!^  Christ  and  a  whole  ealration.. 
grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  be  with  you/' 

feb-  5,  174S ;  Mr,  Turell  preached  a  strong  sermon 
inst  the  Separaiists,  from  Isa,  xlix.  4.  William  Hall 
'  wife  walked  out  of  the  meeting-house  during  the  delivery 
the  sermon  ;  whereupon  Mr*  Turell^  before  the  congrega- 
>  immediately  pronounced  Mrs.  Hall  a  Separatist,  If  the 
Bacher  knew  that  Mrs,  Hall  was  the  Eve  in  this  obliquity^ 
ihowed  his  sense  in  not  blaming  her  husband.  Thia 
firrectionary  movement  disclosed  two  things :  first,  that 
.  Turell  fearlessly  preached  what  he  thought  waa  needed 
the  timeB ;  and,  secondly,  that  some  people  did  not  pin 
eir  faith  upon  their  minister's  sleeve,  but  thought  for  them- 
Tes,  and  dieted  aGcordingly*  We  can  imagine  how  much 
wonder  and  sly  surmise  an  event  of  this  kind  must  have 
fakened  in  some  quarters*  On  this  account,  Mr,  Turell , 
the  next  Sunday,  preached  the  two  sermons  he  first 
Cached  in  Medford ;  and,  on  the  succeeding  Sundayi  he 
)eated  the  two  sermons  he  preached  immediately  after  his 
bation,  nineteen  years  before.  In  these  discourses, 
tbtless,  were  found  ample  vindications  of  the  extraordinary 
iirse  he  had  pursued, 

Mr,  Turell  wrote  against  witchcraft,  and  his  printed  pam- 
(Hist  Coh,  2d  series,  voL  x-  p.  6)  contains  statements 
ffioiently  marvellous   and   revolting.     The  opinions   and 
Hngs  of  the  writer  may  be  best  gathered  from  his  "  intro- 
;fion,"     It  is  as  follows  :  — 

^Although  I  am  as  far  as  any  one  from  holding  or  maintaining 
i  doctrine  of  the  Sadducees,  and  firmly  l>elieve  the  existence  of 
iHte,  an  iaTisible  world,  and  particularly  the  agency  of  Satan  and 
inttraments  in  aflljcting  and  tormenting  the  children  of  men 
iieii  permitted  by  God)  ;  yet  I  fear  the  world  has  been  wretchedly 
posed  u|ion  by  relations  of  such  matters.  Tricks  and  legerdemiiin 
''©  been  fathered  upon  Satan^  and  others  falsely  reputed  as  being 
covenant  with  him,  by  igDorant  and  designing  people,  in  which 
-y  were  not  ao  immediately  ooncemed.  Many  things  have  been 
ibbtil  witchcrftt\  and  called  the  works  of  the  devil,  which  were 
|tbing  more  than  the  contrivances  of  the  children  of  men,  who  are 
iD  do  evil,  and  who,  upon  strict  exami nation,  might  have  heen 
J^^cM.  There  are  some  books  in  tha  world,  tilled  with  stories  of 
itchcral^ii,  apparitions,  haunted  houses,  &c,,  to  which  we  owe  no 
''*''^  Ixtith  than  to  the  tales  of  fairies  and  other  idle  romances. 
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Wbero  one  relation  h  exaetlj  a<!(!ording  to  tratK  tliere  aft 
leju^t,  thui  are  wholly-  tlie  fruit  of  wild  tmagiQatiofi^  or 
mixed  with  deceit  ntid  falsehood.  Henee  &ome  hare  token  i 
ta  doubt  of,  and  deny  the  existence  of,  spirits  ftnil  ; 
world ;  and  oihersj  to  turn  bU  that  wise  men  saj  or 
t!ntrn  into  ridicule,  *Tis  a  pily  the  world  hm  betii  so 
and  fumish^^d  these  sceptics  with  matters  to  make  sport  of, 
same  time,  it  i^t  a  thing  horrid  to  think  of,  that  we  shouM  be  i 
uj>ou  by  fabe  raktions*  and  our  understandings  daily  afirofHelJ 
liet*  It  eert&inly  would  have  been  a  lingular  kindness,  if  tboael 
liave  h&m  iniLmmental  in  detecting  falsehoods  of  this  nature,  i 
01  ally  eauseft  of  pretended  witchcraC  had  been  careiti],  aod  had  i 
and  einUted  authentic  account!^  of  thcm^  ^cn  time  to  time,  whtk 
might  have  proved  an  happy  means  of  preventing  the  like,  or  gtofK 
ping  the  progress.  When  I  consider  thij*,  and  what  every  one  owe! 
to  Ilia  own  generation  and  to  posterity^  I  reckon  myself  obliged  to 
offer  a  iWfy,  full  of  remarkable  circumstances,  which  was  the  subje^i 
of  much  disoourse  and  debate  in  the  day  of  it,  and  has  lately,  byl 
wonderful  providence  of  God  and  hi^  most  powerful  mercyj  1 
brought  lo  lights  and  unfolded.  I  trust  it  may  be  of  some 
to  the  world,  and  therefore  commend  it  to  the  dinae  blesatagp 

■'E.I 

The  book  relates,  minutely,  the  strange  actions  of  two  i 
ters,  who  wished  to  be  considered  witches,  and  who 
iiifEciently  succeBsful  in  feints  and  falsehoods  to  gain  gend 
crrtlence   of  their   claims.      They  lived  at  Littletonj 
after  being  diicovercd^  refuted,  and  exposed,  came  to 
ford.     Here  they  conducted  well,  and  jdl  witchery  was 

Sept.  14,  1728,  the  eldest,  E h,  asked  adnuasion  to 

church.  Her  history  was  not  known,  and  she  was  "I 
pounded."  The  next  Sunday  Mr.  Turell  preached 
lyi^g  r  ai^d  so  grapliically  did  he  depict  her  foraaer  habit! 
this  respect,  that  she  was  conscience-smitten,  and  came  < 
him  immediately  and  made  confession  of  the  whole.  " 
narrative  is  very  interesting,  and  her  penitence  seemed] 
he  sincere,     Mr,  Turell  required  her  to  make  public  con 

lion  of  her  sin  before  the  church,  and  then  to  refer  her      

to  the  brethren.     She  made  the  public  confession,  assnriiil? 
them  of  her  sincere  repentance,  and  her  resolution  to 
worthily  of  the  holy  vocation  she  now  promised  to 
The  church  believed  in  her  sincerity ;  and  she  was  admfcl 
to  full  communion,  and  proved  herself  a  humble,  dev<i 
and  atrcepted  follower  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

At  the  close  of  the  pamphlet,  Mr.  Turell  gives  two  pa_ 
of  excellent  counsel  to  the  churches,  to  parents  and  children^j 
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d  to  all  very  susceptible  temperaments.  Among  other 
ings^  he  says :  — 

^  Truth  IS  the  food  of  an  immortal  soul.  Feed  not  any  longer  on 
e  £aibulous  hiisks  of  falsehood.  Never  use  any  of  the  devil's  play- 
ings.  The  horse-shoe  is  a  vain  thing,  and  has  no  natural  ten- 
mcy  to  keep  off  witches  or  evil  spirits.  Be  warned  against  all 
ich  trading  with  the  devil." 

Although  this  form  of  evil  has  passed  away,  we  have  not 
ot  rid  of  the  thing  itself.  In  modem  guises,  we  have  witches 
rho  carry  their  divining  hazel ;  and  we  have  demons,  with 
Jeelzebub  to  preside. 

June  S,  1744 :  A  violent  earthquake  occurred  on  this  day 
^Sunday).  "  It  came,"  says  Mr.  Seccomb,  "  when  the  first 
morning  prayer  was  about  half  done.  The  people  were  much 
roiprised ;  many  screeched,  and  many  ran  out  of  meeting ; 
ud  Mr.  TureU  left  off  prayer  until  it  was  over,  and  the  peo- 
ple a  little  composed ;  and  then  he  began  again,  and  finished 
the  exercise."  We  are  not  surprised  at  the  deep  agitation  of 
the  assembly,  who  probably  believed  that  such  extraordinary 
manifestations  of  natural  laws  were  special  interpositions  of  a 
vindictive  Providence.     We  like  their  finishing  the  service. 

Sept.  23,  1744 :  Mr.  TureU  preached  two  sermons  from 
Second  Corinthians  ii.  11,  "because  Ebenezer  Francis 
allowed  one  Adams,  a  roving  preacher,  to  come  and  preach 
at  his  house,  against  the  will  of  Mr.  TureU  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  brethren,  who  are  much  offended  at  him  and  his 
preaching,  now  and  heretofore."  We  are  a  little  surprised 
at  a  result  of  this  event,  mentioned  in  the  record  that  follows 
the  notice ;  viz.,  "  The  sacrament  was  put  off  on  this  ac- 
count"    Was  this  event  greater  than  the  earthquake  ? 

From  1730  to  1750,  there  were,  on  an  average,  firom 
twenty-five  to  thirty  baptisms  in  each  year.  From  ten  to 
twenty  persons  annually  joined  the  church.  In  the  year 
1747,  there  was  no  one  admitted ;  and  this  forms  the  one 
^ception  in  Mr.  Tui-ell's  ministry. 

In  1747,  B,  female  sexton  was  chosen  to  ring  the  bell  and 
■Weep  the  meeting-house.  Salary,  twenty-two  pounds  (old 
^or)  per  annum. 

Of  church-members,  63  are  male,  87  female,  residing  in 
Medford;  occasional,  15:  total,  165. 

*May  18,  1774 :  Voted  that  Mr.  Turell  should  have  three  hun- 
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dr^  poondA  (fAd  Uinor)  ns  annual  salarj,  in  order  to  mmi 
now  eqnaJ  to  w^iat  it  waa  when  he  settled  among  lu."* 

May  13,  1749  :  Mr.  Tureir*  salazy  was  raised  to  fire 

flr^'A  if^punfh  ^olri  tenor;.  These  votes  rereal  the 
^hani^en  in  the  value  of  monev^  which  then  so  perplexed ■! 
f\intrfiH%^'j\  thr;  colonies.  It  made  it  necessary  to  tocp  it'. 
m\fi\<Uir\  salary  each  year :  accordingly,  in  1751.  we  fiaddi 
Hilary  stated  in  the  n^.w,  or,  aa  it  was  sometiziies  caIled,Al 
muldU  U:iif}T,  £73.  6*.  8rf. 

It  wan  the  custom  of  those  days  to  introduce  domestic  joji 
and  ftorrow'H  into  the  pulpit.  A  slave,  named  Skarper^vi 
owTH'A  hy  Mr.  'lurcll,  was  vcrj'  ill,  and  his  master  preacM 
on  the  SahUitli  from  thrrso  words  :  "  My  servant  liech  tf 
home  ni'  k."  Sharper  died  just  as  the  sermon  was  ended 
Wherj  Mr.  Turell  wooed  and  won  the  beautiftil  Miss  Jae 
(loUfiuii^  rlaughfer  of  Rev.  Dr.  Colman,  of  Boston,  wlwe 
p;r;i/eful  fnrrri  and  hrilliant  eye  allured  one's  attention  fro* 
the  exeeedin^j  hrunettc  in  her  complexion^  he  preached  oi 
the  firit  Sahh;itli  after  his  marriage  from  this  text :  ftnt 
i.  0  :  **  1  arn  hhiek,  Imt  comely,  O  ye  daughters  of  Jeni»" 
h:rri."  Mr.  Turell  lost  the  children  he  had  by  his  fint 
wife.  Mi',  se'onri  wife  was  Miss  Lucy  Dudley,  by  whom  be 
h:id  no  eliiMren  ;  and  his  third  wife  was  Mrs.  Devenport 
He  r!i#:f|  rhijflloxs.  On  the  occasion  of  his  "publishment" 
t.o  Mrn.  f)evenport,  Sf  pt.  ^H,  1735,  he  preached  from  CantiiL 
3:  "S.LW  ye  him  (\i<ir)  whom  my  soul  loveth?"  On  the 
S;iMi;ifh  ;iftr;r  liis  in;irria;;e,  he  preached  from  Cant.  v.  16: 
"  Me  ^nhe;  is  altf>^ether  lovely.  This  is  my  beloved  and  this 
it  my  friend,  O  flaughtcrs  of  Jerusalem."  Mr.  Turell  vaa 
not  morcj  fond  of  goofl  company,  good  wine,  and  good  din- 
nern,  th;in  most  people  of  his  day ;  and  to  them  it  did  not 
Ke<*rri  HtTJingc;  that  lie  should  preach  from  Cant.  v.  I^ 
"  Kiit,  ()  friends;  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved* 
Arrifing  tlic;  preachers  of  that  time,  there  was  some  rivalship 
of  inpjenuity  in  (!xtnicting  godly  morals  and  even  Christian 
doctrincN  from  Solomon's  cpithalamium.  It  is  true  that  rich 
jewels  are  sometimes  found  in  very  unpromising  places. 
Mm.  Turell,  whose  poetic  invitation  to  the  country,  like 
Ilora/:e*H,  sptjaks  of  motives,  has  these  lines:  — 

**  To  ])1iaiM<;  Die  toHtCy  no  rich  Burgundion  wine 
In  cryhtiil  ^InHHCH  on  my  sideboard  shine; 
Ni)  whu«,  hut  what  doc8  from  my  apples  flow, 
My  frugal  houw  on  any  can  bestow." 
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PT.  Turell  wbjs  not  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  the  popular 
tcficlclj  and  did  not  scruple  to  say  ao.  Mr.  Turell  Tufts ^ 
Mi  of  Or.  JSimon  Tuftsj  writes  thus  concerning  this  sub- 
«t:  — 

*^  Tliere  irere  some  zealots  In  Medford,  who  were  desiroiia  thai 
ttir  iiiiiiiBt^r  ahould  ioTite  Mr,  Whitefield  to  preach  in  his  pulpil; 
d  he  opposed  it  strong) j ;  aad,  to  justify  himself,  he  preached  a 
from  thia  tBxiz  *  I  will  magnify  my  office/  And  1  remeni- 
OQ  a  day  when  Drs*  Thatcher  and  Osgood  dined  with  mj 
'i  he  read  some  striking  passages  to  them  from  that  sermon  i 
mj  said  that  it  was  probably  the  best  sermon  that  Mr*  Tnrell 
deti?ered**' 

Mn  Turell  was  ill,  Mr*  Whilefield  did  get  into  Ym 
Oct-  7,  1770,  Mr.  Turell  preached  a  sermon  on  the 
Mr*  Whitefield,  from  this  text :  "  Verily,  every  man 

eatate  is  altogether  vanity.*' 
18,  1768 :  The  number  of  church-members  was  49 
s,  and  74  females  ;  total,  ISS. 

larch  7,  1774:  "Voted,  that  the  singers  have  the  two 
bd  seats  of  the  women's  seats  below ; "  and  the  Committee 

(L  designate  who  shall  occupy  said  seats. 
Gay  20,  1776  :  '*  Voted,  that  the  singers  have  one-half  of 
three  front  seats  in  the'  women's  gallery,  next  to  the 
ten." 
ge,  with  its  accompaniments,  gathered  upon  the  pastor ; 
he  was  frequently  obliged  to  ask  assistance  from  the 
J  preachers  of  the  college,  who  cheerfully  bestowed  the 
cir  of  love/*  As  he  was  known  to  possess  some  pro- 
f,  the  town  voted  the  annual  salary  of  j£80  with  less  zeal 
iftn  they  shouli  May  14,  1772,  the  vote  stood  18  yeas, 
ud  14  nays  ;  but,  aa  Mr,  Turell  was  unwell,  they  voted  £50 
>  Rnpply  the  pulpit*  May  £4,  1773  :  Mr.  Turell  continues 
ick,  and  the  following  is  "  Voted,  unammously,  to  grant  the 
UiT.  Mr*  Turell  the  sum  of  £66.  13j,  4d.,  annually,  for  his 
lla^  during  his  continuance  in  the  mioistry  in  said  town/' 
In  September,  1774,  he  received  a  colleague,  on  whom  the 
bief  labor  devolved,  and  for  four  years  enjoyed  his  release 
rom  ministerial  anxieties.  On  the  5th  December,  1778,  he 
i«d  of  old  age,  having  reached  the  seventy-fleventh  year  of  hia 
bp  and  the  fafty-fourth  of  his  ministry-  He  was  buried  on  the 
Ik.  **  Mr.  Lawrence  prayed  ;  the  President  of  Harvard  Col- 
fe,  Ber.  Mr.  Gushing,  Rev,  Mr*  Clark,  and  Rev.  Mr*  Wood- 
aid,  bore  the  palL"     The  following  Sunday,  Btr*  Osgood 
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jfrtauAieA  an  appropriate  sermon.     Thus  died  a 
pant/if  who  had  preai::hcd  in  all  the  meeting-liaaies  v! 
U;#m  huilt  in  Medford,  from  the  first  settleiiieiit  of  theM 
Uf  t hr:  y r;;ir  1 824  !    I  le  kept  no  record  of  deaths.    He  YmfU^ 
],i)tn  pftrHOHH  ;  married  220  couple;  and  admitted  to  Ai 
chijn;h  323  rommunicants. 

Sonio  further  light  may  be  shed  on  the  character  of  Ml 
Turcll  hy  a  fiiW  extracts  from  his  wills.  One  will  is  d^ 
(M.  8,  1758;  another,  in  1762;  and  a  third,  in  1764.  Hi 
tihowH  hourirl  judgment,  kind  affections,  and  Christian  jnno^ 
in  hiN  hef|ijf;HtH. 

I  lift  dw'clling-houflc,  which  is  now  owned  and  occupied  If 
Jonathan  JVirter,  Knq.,  he  gave  to  the  church  in  MedM^ 
"  for  the  uue  of  the  ministry  for  ever."  He  gave  his  "hxgfi 
silver  tankard^  and  a  silver  spoon,  which  has  a  lion's  hv 
«-rigruved  on  it,  to  the  church  in  Medford."  He  gave  "lij 
Mudum  Klizaheth  lloyal,  and  Peter  Chardon,  Esq.,  cb4» 
mourning  ring.** 

"  I  give  U)  MfH.  Lucy  Tufls  her  aunt  Turell's  picture. 

^  I  give  to  Mr.  Kancuil,  and  Mrs.  Hatch,  their  grandfiuMi 
and  grHndrnotlKrr'H  jiintures. 

**  1  givf!  to  Ilurvard  College  the  learned  Dr.  Isaac  Banort 
work,  in  three  voIh.,  folio;  my  find  loadstone,  set  in  silver;  and  If 
bunch  or  bruHh  of  Hpun  glass. 

"  Itrrn.  My  good  8<.*rvant  Worcester,  —  I  give  him  his  freedom 
and  diMcrharge  him  from  any  demands  of  my  heirs  or  executon  tf 
nerount  of  his  l)eing  a  Hlave  ;  and  order  my  executor  to  reserve  ii 
hin  handH  X'/iO,  Hterling,  to  and  for  the  use  of  my  said  servant,  if  k0 
Hhdiild  Im)  unable  to  Kupport  himself;  the  same  to  be  given  himM 
till)  diHcretion  of  my  said  executor." 

Wli(!n  the  town  determined  to  set  the  meeting-house  when 
it  waH  liuilt  in  1709,  Mr.  Turell  remonstrated.  He  wishej 
it  ])hu;e(l  IxjKidc  the  old  one.  He  accordingly  erased  from  hii 
will  the  section  in  which  he  had  given  his  dwclling-houie t0 
th(!  town !  I 

The  system  of  "  exchanges,"  by  which  neighboring  miii-  I 
ters  ])rea(:hcd  in  each  other's  pulpits,  was  in  full  activity  dtur^  ] 
ing  Mr.  TurcU's  ministry ;   and  the  Medford  church  iw» 
instructed   occasionally  by  Rev.  Messrs.   Colman,  Cooperj 
Gardner,  and  liylcs,  of  Boston ;  Prince,  Warren,  and  ClapPi 
of  Cambridge ;  Stimson,  of  Charlestown ;  Coolidge,  of  Water- 
town;  Flagg,  of  Woburn;  Lowell  and  Tufts,  of  Newbury; 
Farkman,  of  Westbury ;  Parsons,  of  Bradford ;  and  many 
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lore*  TMi  wide  connection  in  ministerial  brotherhood 
ihows  Mr-  Turell  to  have  enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
she  clergy  J  as  well  m  the  approbation  and  confidence  of  the 
churches-  President  Allen,  in  hb  Biographical  Dictionary, 
ipeakd  of  him  thus :  — 

^  He  waa  an  eminent  preacher,  of  a  ready  lovention,  a  coirect 
jtidgmejit,  and  fervent  devotion,  who  delivered  divine  truth  with 
immalionf  and  maintained  discipline  in  his  church  with  bolduesa 
■bpered  by  prudence." 

HAh  anecdote  is  told  of  him,  which  may  mean  much  or  lit- 
Hl  It  was  reported  that  Mr,  Whitefield  was  to  preach  in 
Bedford  the  next  sabbath,  A  mim  from  Maiden  came»  and 
Uw?k  his  seat  in  the  meeting-house.  He  thought  he  was 
Listening  to  the  wonderful  preacher,  and  went  into  corre- 
uponding  raptures-  For  a  week  he  praised  '*  the  iinpa- 
r&lleled^'^  and  then  learned  that  he  had  listened  to  Mr. 
Inreli 

kWe  do  not  suppose  that  Mr  Turell  was  one  of  those  men 
to  can  make  ice  perform  the  offices  of  fire ;  nor  was  such  a 
ai  then  needed  in  Medlbrd*  In  his  intercourse  with  hia 
[leople,  he  was  kind-hearted,  social ^  and  dignified*  There 
Wm  about  him  a  morning  freshness  which  was  yery  agree- 
able. At  home^  he  was  hospitable  and  generous  ;  a  lover  of 
inecdotes^  even  when  they  related  to  his  own  personal  beauty, 

(ich  was  remarkable.  As  a  preacher,  he  was  clear ,  direct, 
I  seriptural ;  following  the  habit  of  that  day,  which  was  to 
ass  texts  from  Scripture  in  proof  of  Christian  doctrine  and 
ttde^  morals.  The  nnfiinching  directness  of  the  following 
b  more  apparent  than  its  classic  taste.  He  was  preaching 
selfishness ;    and,  after   designating   cert^n   people,  he 


i^They  are  so  selfish,  thal^  if  their  neighbor's  ham  was  on  fire, 
'  would  not  Ufl  a  finger  to  extinguish  the  fames,  if  tJiey  could 
roast  their  own  apples.'' 

his  theological  sentiments,  he  sometimes  resolved 
id  the  Assembly's  Catechism,  and  belieYed  that  he  was 
tliES  revolying  round  the  Bible*  A  parishioner  of  his,  who 
bad  moTed  into  the  country,  where  no  stated  sabbath  exercises 
uul  worship  could  be  enjoyed,  wrote  to  Mr.  Turell  (1760), 
iting  hia  absence  from  public  worship  and  the  use  of 
stum  meansp  Mr.  Turell  writes  a  very  good  letter,  in 
ch  he  says  to  him :  "  You  have  your  Bible,  which  contains 
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all  tlungft  ncceHary  for  sslfmdoti."  Hifi  miniatiy  gsweo:.  ^ 
ment  to  his  i)€Opla»  and  pa^ed  awaj  like  the  ee^^gni,  Kb0v* 
ing  bloom,  growth,  nnd  fruitiigc,  without  noise  ox  reood- 

His  print t^d  com posi lions  ure   few,     "We  haTa  tfeeJi  ki 

i.bifiginphicnl   notice   of  his   first   wife,  Mrs.  Jane   Cobui 

Tut  ell ;  iind  it  gives  eTideBce  of  his  just  appfect&tioii  of  i 

UiOBt  intorosUn^  woman  in  tlie  family  and  a  ptoua  metaberef 

tho  churelL     HIk  tketch  of  his  &ther-in-Iaw,  Dr.  Cohmnit  i 

a  labored   iind  suc^eesiul   eulogy  of  every  quality  is  th 

^  d(H  eutttul  which  could  ornament  a  man  or  sanctify  a  preid& 

'  Th(T  nutnuscript  sermons  which  have  escaped  des^tnicdoB  i» 

Ichit'tly  aiii])Ufications  of  te^ta  which  pertained  to  his  theme, 

ending  wi(h  the  accustomed  "improvement/'  which  wa«  i 

1>rfic  ticiU  appUcmtian  of  hia  doctrine  to  the  hearts  and  Uvei  of 
m  audience. 


REV.  DAVID  OSGOOD,  B.D. 
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I  Umi,  minister  of  Medford  was  bom  in  the  south-west 

■  Andover,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  Tew ks bury  line, 

&lber.  Captain  Isaac  Osgood^  who  hved  to  an  advanced 

was  bom  upon  and  occupied  the  same  farm  which  had 
owned  and  cultivated  by  his  father  before  him,  Mn 
gphen  QegDod,  who  belonged  originallj  to  the  north  parish 
( Andorer,  Davidi  the  oldest  of  Captain  Isaac  (^good's  four 
Bj  was  bom  October,  1747.  His  inother*s  maiden  name 
Elizabeth  Flint ;  and  she  was  the  daughter  of  a  respecta- 
&nuer  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Beading.  She  was  a 
at  invalid ;  and  no  tradition  remains  of  her  having  eater* 
any  leading  influence  over  the  characters  of  her  sons, 
of  whom  were  men  of  more  than  common  intellectual 
ftdowments*  David  assiduously  labored  with  his  father  on 
farm  until  the  age  of  nine  teen  j  when  be  began  to  direct 
studies  with  reference  to  a  collegiate  education.  In  these 
Indies  he  was  guided  and  helped  by  Rev*  Mr.  Emerson,  of 
toUiston.  Like  most  young  men  of  that  day^  he  taught  a 
tiool  as  a  means  of  support,  and  entered  Harvard  College, 
1767,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  His  age  gave  him  great 
Ivantage  in  mastering  the  more  difficult  studies,  and  he 
stained  a  high  rank  in  his  class*  His  predilections  for  the 
8try  had  always  been  dominant ;  and,  immediately  after 
graduation,  he  commenced  the  study  of  divinity,  residing 
of  his  time  in  Cambridge,  and  part  in  Andover, 
March  10,  1774 :  On  this  day,  the  town  of  Medford  voted 
hear  Sir,  David  Osgood  as  a  cantlidate  for  settlement. 
This  proposal  was  accepted  ;  and  the  consequence  was  (April 
18,  1774)  an  invitation  from  the  church  and  the  town  to 
settle  as  colleague  pastor  with  Rev.  Ebenezer  TurelL 
There  were  sixty  yeas,  and  six  nays.  The  six  gentlemen 
(Simon  Tufts,  Thomas  Brooks,  jun.,  Edward  Brooks,  Samuel 
Angier,  Joshua  Simonds,  —  the  sixth  not  named)  opposed 
the  call  because  they  differed  from  the  candidate  in  their 
interpretation  of  Scripture ;  he  adopting  the  Calvinistic  doc- 
trine of  total  depravity  J  and  they  taking  the  Arminmfi  view 
^f  the  subject. 

■  The  Arminian  brethren  began  to  use  all  lawful  means  to 
■"^vent  the  acceptance  of  the  call.  They  addressed  a  letter 
■^  tile  pastor  elect.  May  4,  1774,  detailing  their  reasons  for 
'^epposmg  him.  On  the  thirteenth  of  that  month,  he  sends 
^  re^isal  of  the  in\^tation5  baaed,  as  he  says,  upon  "  the 
^^ty  and  rank  of  my  present  opposers,  and  the  great 
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weight  of  their  objections/*  &c,  Thii  letter  of  re: 
written  with  power  and  feeling  ;  and  it  re-assetti  the  A 
of  **  the  total  corruption  of  the  human  heart  by  nature,  pre- 
vious to  renovating  grace,  aa  a  cardinal  point  in  revealed 
religion/'  This  doctrine  the  Arminian  brethren  believed  to 
be  *'  unscriptural,"  and  contended  that  it  makes  **an  infinitely 
holy  God  the  efficient  cause  of  all  sin  in  his  creatures**' 

The  town  did  not  resign  the  hope  of  settling  their  favorite 
candidate.     They  chose  a  Committee  to  consult  with  the  iii 
dissentients  ;  and  the  Committee  performed  their  duty  Hndly 
and  faithfully,  but  without  much  success.     June  9,  1774,  the 
church   and    town    renew   their   invitation   to   Mr.   OsgooiL 
Yeasj  67  ;  nays,  5,     Salary,  eighty  pounds  (lawful  money} 
during  Mr*  Turell'i  life,  and  ninety  pounds  afterwards-     Tke 
opponents  of  this  procedure  renew  their  efforts  to  prevent  iks 
settlement;  and,  on  the   13th  July,  1774,  respectfully 
the  town  to  call  an  ecclesiastical  council,  of  their  own  sel' 
tion,  to  examine  the  theological  opinions  of  the  pastor  elect 
before  he  shall  give  his  answer  to  their  call*     This  requeit 
was  refused ;  and,  July  23,  Mr.  Osgood  sends  his  letter  of 
acceptance.     Aug.  12,  the  dissatisfied  brethren  sent  a  com- 
munication to  the  church,  through  their  aged  pastor,  declariog 
their  reasons  for  opposing  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Osgood,  iiid 
avowing  their  zeal  for  justice  aud  peace.     They  then  propo^fl 
a  mutual  council,  to  examine  Mr*  Osgood's  religious  opinion^H 
At  a  church-meeting,  held  Aug.   16,  this  proposition  wa^i 
debated,  and  voted  down*     At  the  same  meeting,  they  voted 
to  proceed   to   the   ordination,   and   agreed  to   invite  nine 
churches ;    those    in    Cambridge,    Charles  town,    StonehanSi 
Wohurn,  Maiden,  and  Andover.     The  time  was  the  second 
Wednesday  in  September  ;   and  these  words  are  a  part 
the  vote :  *^  The  day  to  be  kept  as  a  fast "  I 

Sept  5,  1774,  the  dissatisfied  brethren  sent  a  long  co] 
munication  to  the  pastor  elect,  in  which  they  apprise  him 
they  have  resolved  to  oppose  his  ordination ;  and  they 
him  a  copy  of  statements  which  they  intend  to  make. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  September,  1774,  the  o; 
ing  council  assembled  and  organized  in  full  numbe! 
Bev.  Dr.  Appleton,  Moderator;  and  Rev,  Mr*  Searl,  Sciil 
After  the  usual  preliminary  exercises,  the  four  dissentie 
—  Thomas  Brooks,  jun*,  Edward  Brooks,  Samuel  Angii 
and  Joshua  Simonda  —  presented  themselves  before 
council,  and  asked  to  be  heard.     They  stated  that  they  had 
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gTRTe  reasons  for  oppa§m^  tLe  ordination  of  Mr.  David  Os- 
goodj  and  requested  permission  to  state  those  reasons.  They 
presented  a  paper  to  the  council  i  and  the  consequence  wag, 
that  the  entire  day  was  painfully  occupied  in  debating  the 
vexed  questions*  It  is  not  worth  while  to  trace  the  steps  of 
the  controversy,  but  to  let  the  result  of  the  council  be  a  suflS- 
cient  record  of  the  whole  matter*  The  result  of  council  was 
expressed  in  these  words :  — * 

"  Tt  was  tben  proposed  whether  it  was  not  expedient  that  a  paper 
should  be  read  which  was  said  to  coatain  a  narrative  of  some  afFairs 
in  Sox  ford  in  which  Mr.  Osgood  was  concerned,  or  some  remarks 
apon  the  resnlt  of  a  coandl  there.  The  reading  of  said  paper  was 
urged  by  some  members  of  Med  ford  church  who  call  themselves 
aggrieYed.  The  CDuncil  refused  to  hear  it^  for  reasons  offered  by 
Mr.  Osgood*" 

B  It  was  desired  by  the  aggrieved  that  a  certain  contest  be- 
tween Mr.  Osgood  and  Captain  Adams  should  be  considered ; 
but  this  was  refused,  as  it  appeared  to  be  an  article  which 
had  been  laid  before  the  council  at  Boxford,  and  couceming 

',ch  they  had  judged  and  determined* 

It  was  then  voted  by  the  councU  to  hear  a  sermon  of  Mr, 
Osgood's  oa  Eph,  ii*  ^ ;  which  was  objected  against^  as  con- 
taining doctrines  of  pernicious  tendency.  The  council,  upon 
hearing  it^  judged  it  to  be  sound  and  orthodox. 

Mr,  Osgood  then  delivered  the  following  confession  of  his 
,  which  was  well  approved :  — 

I '^I  beliave  that  there  is  one  only  living  and  true  Grod,  whose 
liag  and  perfections  are  eternally  and  necessarily  existent,  immu- 

He,  and  independent ;  of  whom  as  their  primary  e^Hcieat  cause, 
SQd  through  whom  as  their  ^ole  preserver,  governor,  and  absolute 
disposer,  and  to  whom  as  their  ultimate  scope  and  issue,  are  all 
t^gs  and  events  which  ever  have  or  shall  take  place  in  the  imi* 
^erse ;  that  this  God  is  the  alone  proper  and  fit  object  of  religious 
^^Otrnhip;  and  that  he  is,  ou  account  of  his  own  moral  beauty  and 
•^xceneuce,  infinitely  worthy  of  the  supreme  love  and  entire  obedi- 
**ice  of  all  created  intelligences. 

**  1  believe  that  the  hooks  of  the  CM  and  New  Testament  are  an 
c*^hibition  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God  to  man^  in  which  are  com- 
JiHsed  all  those  doctrines  and  inatructions  which  are  necesaary  to 
g^iide  and  direct  men  in  the  way  to  happiness  and  eternal  life ; 
*hftt  in  these  books  God  1ms  revealed  himself  as  exiating  (though 
1^  a  manner  above  my  com  prehension)  in  a  triplieity  of  persons, — 
"*tliff,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost, 
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^  I  believe,  od  tlie  aathonty  of  these  book%  that  God  ^  &m 
ated  man  perfectly  holj  ami  upright ;  that^  whikt  in  this  stale 
xmdQ  a  coveoBDt  with  him,  which  Yirtuallj  ioduded  his  fuluns 
spring  I  that,  in  eonsequBDce  of  the  breach  of  this  covenfkat,  maar 
kind  do  now  come  into  e^eteace  with  hearts  wholly  oorrapt ;  od 
aecotint  of  which  corrtiptJoa^  they  are  liable  to  sii0er  all  the  t^Jk 
implied  in  the  curse  of  the  law, 

**  I  believe  that  this  corraptioo  of  the  hutnan  heart  has  not 
stroyed  that  freedom  which  is  necessary  to  moml  act  ion,  bat 
mankind  still  remain  the  subjects  of  God's  moral  government 

"  I  believe  that,  though  God  was  wholly  unobUged  in  strict  ji 
to  provide  a  Saviour  for  theae  apostate  creatures,  he  has  yet 
it  of  his  own  mere  good  pleasure,  and  for  the  display  of  his  mmt- 
rited  grace ;  that  Jesus  Christ  h  this  Saviour,  in  whom  the  dirine 
and  human  nature  are  united  in  a  manner  inconceivable  hymej 
that  this  Saviour,  by  voluntarily  undertaking  the  work  of  redeoip- 
tion,  and  in  a  federal  capacity  becoming  obedient  to  the  Faiher's 
will,  even  unto  death,  has  so  displayed  the  deformity  of  sin,  sad 
has  done  such  honor  to  the  divine  law  and  government,  a»  to 
render  it  consistent  with  the  perfect  rectitude  of  the  suprem  ' 
vcrnor  to  pardon  and  receive  to  favor  Binner^  who  believe  in  i. 
though  in  themselves  they  are  inQnitely  guilty  and  undeserviog; 
that  this  faith  in  Chriat  is  not  a  bare  speculative  assent  of  the 
understtuiding  only,  hot  an  hearty  approbation  of  his  mediatona! 
character ;  that  it  is  an  holy  act,  proceeding  from  a  sanctified  (W 
good  heart,  which  good  heart  is  created  by  the  power  of  the  Holj 
Ghost  in  regeneration;  that  though  regeneration  be  the  immet' 
and  powerfnl  exertion  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  soul,  yet  that  I 
usiml  way  in  which  Binners  are  thus  born  again,  and  brought  to  i 
exercise  of  that  faith  which,  according  to  the  gospel  plan,  eutil 
them  to  the  benefits*  of  Chnj>t's  purchaj^ed  redemption,  is  whilst 
arc  attending  upon  what  are  called  the  means  of  grace,  are  n 
hearing,  or  meditating  upon  divine  truth,  and  are  laboring  after 
knowledge  of  God  and  of  themselves,  and  an  acquaintance 
spiritual  fmd  eternal  things, 

**  In  a  word,  I  apprehend  that  those  doetrines  specified  in 
Assembly's  Catechism  are,  ia  the  main,  consonant  to  those  revi 
in  the  sacred  oracles  as  fundamentals  in  the  gospel  scheme^  —  wl 
doctrines,  as  a  Christian,  I  am  bound  to  profess,  and,  as  a  preacher, 
to  teach  and  inculcate^  Datid  O^GOODi 

•'  MKDFO1L0,  Sept  U,  1774;* 

The  coTincil  then  were  desired  to  determine  whether  it 
was  not  expedient  for  them  to  advise  to  the  calling  a  muti 
couBcU,  to  hear  and  judge  concermng  the  objections  of 
aggrieved.     This  the  council  judged  to  be  inexpedient. 

*rhe  council  being  satisfied  with  Mr*  Osgood,  not^ 
standing  the  objections  brought  against  him,  which  they  1 
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md  patiently  heard  and  duly  conridered,  proceeded  to  the 

bttsmess  of  ordination. 

In  the  meeting-house  the  church  publicly  renewed  their 
call ;  and  Mr,  Osigood  publicly  accepted. 

Introductory  prayer,  by  Eev.  Mr,  Willis,  of  Maiden  j  ser- 
mon, by  Rev*  Mr*  French,  of  Andorer  ;  ordaining  prayer 
and  charge,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Appleton,  of  Cambridge  ;  light  hand 
of  fellowship,  by  Rev,  ^tr.  Cook,  of  Cambridge  ;  concluding 
prayer,  by  Rev.  Mr,  Searl,  of  Stoneham* 

The  result  of  this  council  was  righL  The  charges  against 
the  character  of  Mr,  Osgood  were  not  sustained  so  as  to  dis- 
qnaUfy  him  for  the  office  of  a  Christian  minister ;  orRl  the 
cLuges  against  his  Calvinistic  opinions  were  such  objections 
to  them  as  all  Arminians  would  offer.  It  was  not  to  he  ex- 
pected that  a  town  would  be  defeated  in  its  choice  of  a  pas- 
tor, when  sixty-seven  votes  out  of  seventy-two  were  for  a 
&Torite  candidate.  It  was  certainly  a  high  compliment  to 
the  **  quality  and  rank  of  the  opposera "  that  they  induced 

t Osgood  to  give  a  negative  answer  to  the  first  invitation  i 
it  appears  from  all  the  documents  that  the  aggrieved 
r  were  sincere  and  reluctant  opposers  of  their  fellow- 
communicants.  They  deemed  loyalty  to  truth  and  obedience 
to  Christ  paramount  to  all  earthly  and  personal  considera- 
boas ;  and  however  we,  at  this  day,  may  diifer  from  them, 
^0  must  accord  to  them  a  conscientious  desire  to  promote  the 
glnnr  of  God  and  the  good  of  the  church.  A  proof  of  their 
lore  of  peace  was  found  in  the  fact,  that,  on  the  morning 
after  the  ordination,  three  of  the  opposers  of  it  waited 
together  upon  the  new  pastor  |  when  Thomas  Brooks^  jun,, 
£sq.,  addressed  him  thus ;  — 

^  Bev,  Sir,  —  We  opposed  the  giving  you  a  call,  and  we  opposed 
roar  onlination ;  we  did  thus  from  our  deepest  convictions  of  duty 
0  CkriBt  and  his  church  i  but,  as  we  have  failed  in  aU  our  efforts, 
nd  yoo  are  now  to  begin  your  ministry  among  us,  we  have  come 
ere  to  tell  you  that  our  opposition  to  you  ceases,  aniJ  that  you  will 
nd  us  constant  attendants  on  your  ministrations,  and  ready  to  aid 
DU  in  your  holy  work/' 

Dr.  Osgood  told  the  writer  of  this,  that  he  found  these  gen- 

emen  among  his  most  generous  and  attentive  parisliioners. 

The  ministiy  of  Mr,  Osgood  commenced  just  as  the  revo- 

y    ciLTtliquake    began    to  terrify   the    Colonies ;  and 

schemed  to  devour  all  other  topics.     He  early  took 

with  the  friends  of  freedom  ;  and,  for  many  years  during 
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Me  utimamed  state^  did  not  pre^B  the  to^n  for  his  talm 
The  fugitive  value  of  the  old  contineatal  money  cau*«ed  i^nm 
embarriiesmeiit  a  few  yeai^s  later  ;  but  he  bore  with  eherri'^! 
ness  his  share  of  the  common  public  burdena.  While  a  pan  ci 
the  continental  army  was  stationed  at  Charlestown,  on  Wa- 
ter Hill,  the  soldiers  walked  to  Medford  for  the  pleasiirc  i " 
attending  his  public  ministrations. 

Citizen, — Dr.  Osgood,  as  a  citizen,  was  a  lorer  of  pe 
and  an  early  advocate  of  temperance  societies,  llis  love  i 
country  showed  itself  prominently  during  our  dilficultied  ^ 
Great  Britain  in  1812.  Hie  sermon  at  the  annual  electioiij 
18D9,  that  before  the  studenttf  of  Harvard  College  in  181 
and  his  "  Solemn  Protest "  against  the  declaratioQ  of  war  m^ 
IHbJj  prove  that  the  fear  of  man  was  not  before  his 
As  a  federalist  of  the  old  school,  he  felt  bound  to  thundeT  I 
anathemas  against  the  new  doctrines  of  the  national  adu 
tration ;  but  it  was  felt  by  some  of  his  friends  that  his  offisK 
ings  on  the  altar  of  patriotism  bTimed  too  brightly*  So  ke 
were  his  applications^  that  it  could  not  be  said  of  him,  T4 
Wike  mtuperaif  ut  laudare  vidciUT. 

Preacher,  —  Asa  preacher,  his  mind  was  not  so  much  ' 
rapid,  inventive,  and  poetic,  as  the  clear,  metiiphysic,  and  pr 
ticah  It  was  ardent,  but  not  glowing ;  always  free,  h4 
always  reverent ;  and  particularly  excelled  in  illustr:^ 
moral  truth.  To  sterling  Anglo-Saioa  &ense  he  added  i 
ymt  mental  industry ;  and,  had  he  been  a  poet,  his  power  as  I 
preacher  would  have  been  well-nigh  doubled*  Pithy 
sententious  apothegms  were  not  common  with  him. 
writings  were  not  clusters  of  maxims ;  but  consecuta 
thought,  expressed  in  pure,  plain  English-  During  the  1 
part  of  his  miniatry,  it  seemed  to  be  his  leading  aim  to  i 
vince  his  people  of  the  truth  of  his  cxeed ;  and  this  inunen 
him  in  the  acute  metaphysics  of  Edwards.  In  a  discru 
nating  notice  of  him,  written  immediately  after  his  de 
there  is  the  following  :  — 

*^Ab  a  preacher,  he  was  very  distinguished.  His  matter 
copious  and  sensible,  and  drawn,  for  the  most  part,  from  the  laoril 
precepts  and  the  undisputed  doctrines  of  the  goapeL  His  &tj^* 
was  animated  and  forcible,  and  his  manner  one  of  the  moa^t  striking 
whidi  we  have  tsver  witaessed.  His  looks,  hb  gesture,  and  tie 
tones  of  his  voice,  were  aitogether  peculiar  to  himtielf*  Wlthflat 
being  at  all  like  those  wluch  we  are  accustomed  to  find  in  what  is 
caUed  a  6nished  speaker,  they  were  so  energetic,  so  full  of  mean- 
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truly  eloquent,  that  they  arreBted  and  enchamed  the  most 
od  iknd  delighted  attention.  We  sball  never  forget  his  patri- 
apfiearancQ  in  the  pulpit*" 

ikoother  writer  at  the  same  time  says^  — 

■•Br.  OegoDd's  singular  excellence  was  in  the  energetic,  impas^ 

1  expression  of  religroua  sentiment     When  urging  an  impor- 

It  practical  truth,  his  mind  seemed  all  on  fire  with  his  theme. 

*tont*Sj  his  gestures  hia  enthusiasm,  —  his  inspirational  had  almost 

aid,  —  were  peculiarly  his  own*    Hence,  if  he  did  not  always  satiafy 

bj  m  argument,  he  seldom  failed  to  overpower  by  an  appeal,*' 

Duiiug  the  Litter  part  of  his  life,  his  aim  seemed  rather  to 

kioiicli  their  hearts  with  a  warm  piety,  and  to  lead  them  tnist- 

Hagly  to  a  divine  SaViour,     Tliis  change,  however,  in  him  wba 

gnuluah    He  found  the  noonday  sun  ehining  upon  hitn  at  a  dif- 

I  ferent  angle  from  the  morning  ray.    He  helieved  with  Augns- 

llke,  Niiiia  faha  doctrtna  est,  qU(S  non  aUquid  vtti  pemmmat 

He  kept  up  his  studies  in  Hebrew,  and  gave  frequent  ex- 

Ipowtions  of  the  Old  Testament;  but  he  did  not  touch  the 

inarpof  the  prophet  with  that  unholy  violence  which  snaps 

its  chorda.     He  continued  lua  reading  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 

dagsics,  and  often  enriched  his  sermons  from  them.;  tiius 

loiking  heathen  plants  bear  fruit  on  Christian  soil 

He  was  a  fearless  preacher*      Hating  hypocrisy  with  his 

[^lole  heart,  he  could  drag  into  light  the  secret,  double-faced 

pretender  with  awful  power  ;  and  he  loved  to  make  the  boldj 

ttccessful  ilemagogue  tremble  before  him.     He  was  not  one 

of  those  wha  are  always  hacking  at  the  branches  of  evil : 

Ui  mode  was  to  strike  at  itt^  root*     In  mild  persuasion  he 

Mid  not  eitcel ;  but  in  righteous  rebuke  he  had  no  equah 

His  appearance  in  the  sacred  desk  was  singularly  imposing, 

©Speciidly  after  age  had  whitened  his  locks-     He  had  a  well- 

|de¥elgped  frame,  a  strongly-marked  face,  a  powerful  voice, 

[flnd  sometimes  a  very  animated    delivery*       Most   of   the 

moEi,  in  the  volume  published  after  bis  death,  were  deli- 

t  ^eredfiwmarUer ;  and,  as  these  added  graces  cannot  be  found  in 

*Jie  printed  page,  those  sermons  will  not  justify  to  after-gene* 

rations  the  eulogy  we  have  passed  upon  him  as  a  preacher, 

Opimons*  —  His  opinions  were  not  stereotyped.  Hib  con* 
*tam  study  and  patient  reflection  extended  his  views  of  God 
^^t  of  Christ,  of  man  and  of  truth.  At  the  time  of  his  settle- 
'D^,  the  doctrines  of  Arminius,  Calvin,  and  Hopkins  iin- 
^'H'^^ly  divided  this  community.  He  bicUned,  with  deepest 
^Mviciitia,  to  the  school  of  the  learned  Qenevan* 
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He  was  strongly  attached  to  the  Proteetmit,  Con] 
order  of  church  government,  and  had  little  love  for  Epi 
pacy*     Hia  **  Plea  for  Infant  Baptism  "  was  considered 

of  his  ablest  works.  Though  early  biased  in  faror  of  Cal 
ism,  he  would  not  allow  kimsclf  to  be  a  slave  to  other  men' 
decisions.  He  would  judge  of  the  Bible  for  himsel£  Aii 
Urn  addicttu  jurare  in  verba  magutru  We  should  like  to 
have  seen  hiin  in  the  situation  of  Rov*  Marmaduke  Mathevi, 
the  first  minister  of  MaldeOj  in  1650,  who  was  accused  of  free 
thinking  and  free  talking  ;  and  *'  the  General  Court  ordered 
Governor  Endicott,  in  its  name,  to  admonish  him*"  We 
think  the  General  Coxirt  and  Goveinor,  before  they  had  got 
Dr.  Osgood  under  their  spiritual  diirese,  would  have  been 
glad  to  say,  "  Go  thy  way  for  this  time :  when  we  have » 
more  convenient  season,  we  will  call  for  thee,** 

He  was  that  '*  freeman  whom  the  truth  makes  free/'  mxA 
maintained  that  right  reason  is  to  our  understandings  whit 
the  Spirit  of  God  is  to  our  hearts.     El  sabio  muda  a 
el  nescio  no.     His  views  of  the  gospel  dispensation 
ally  expanded,  and  thus  modified,  his  former  &ith.     On 
evening  of  that  day  when  he  had  taken  a  most  decisive 
in  the  stormy  debates  which  arose  in  the  council^  before 
ordination  of  the  Eev.   Mr-  Wisner   over    the   Old  So 
Church  in  Boston  (1819),  he  proposed  to  me  the  folio 
easy  question :    '*  Why  will    Mr.  Wisner's    creed    be 
a   lighted   candle  ?  "     Answer.  —  "The   longer    it    li 
the  shorter  it  will  be,"     Dr,  Osgood  might  have  taken 
his    mott<j5    Liceat   concedere   veris.      His   catliolicism 
proverbial ;  and  he   maintained  until  his  death  the  frientily 
interchange  of  pulpits  with  both  parties,  after  the   Tiiui* 
tarian    controversy    of   1810    had    commenced.       He 
classed  liimself  among  those  called  "  orthodox,** —  that  is, 
vinistic,  —  and  was  consistent  with  his  profession*     He 
tolerant  without  religious  imlifference,  and  candid  wi' 
forgetting  his  rebuke  of  sin.     An  old  and  heretofore  res' 
ed  member  of  the  Medford  church  became  "  an  infidel 
thinker,*' — ^  rejecting  the    divine   authority   of  Christ 
the  New  Testament,     Before  the  church  proceeded  to 
with  him,  Mr.  Osgood  wrote  him  a  private  letter  as  a 
The  letter  is  dated,  ''  Medford,  Sept.  10,  1798  ;  '*  and, 
his  plain  style  and  strong  sense,  he  pleads  vdth  his 
brother  as  with  a  father,  a  citizen,  a  jyatriot,  and  a  philanthro 
pist.     Among  other  ideas  are  these  :  — 
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^  At  a  time  when  infidelity  and  irreligion  are  sappiDg  the  foun- 
kioiis  of  civil  society  and  overspreading  the  world  with  misery, 
d  when  the  remains  of  Christianity  among  ourselves  are  confess- 
[j  our  strongest  barrier  against  the  general  inundation,  is  it  not 
tonishing  that  any  good  citizen,  especially  after  he  has  professed 
Tiself  a  Christian^  should  become  indifferent  about  preserving 
ese  precious  remains  ?  The  Searcher  of  hearts  knows  with  what 
neem  and  grief  I  behold  the  defection  of  a  friend  whom  I  have  sp 
gbly  esteemed,  and  in  whom  I  acknowledge  there  are  many  vir- 
es and  estimable  qualities." 

To  silence  heretics  by  burning  them,  was  as  repugnant  to 
►r.  Osgood's  judgment  as  it  was  abhorrent  to  his  feelings ; 
et  his  Catholicism  was  discriminating.  He  had  no  taste  for 
uman  appendages  and  fanciful  theories  in  religion.  Less 
ympathy  still  had  he  with  those  who  philologize  Jesus 
Christ  out  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  philosophize  him  out  of 
he  New.  He  was  a  steady  advocate  of  the  doctrines 
>f  grace.  He  was  neither  for  Aristotle  nor  Plato,  neither 
ibr  Paul  nor  ApoUos,  but  for  Christ.  His  faith  in  the 
livine  authority  of  the  Bible  was  peculiarly  strong ;  and  he 
peached  "Christ  crucified,  yea,  risen  again,"  with  all 
ie  power  he  possessed.  To  state  exactly  the  latitude  and 
longitude  of  his  theological  opinions  is  perhaps  impossible. 
Ihe  nearest  approach  to  any  exactness  may  be  found  in  a 
conversation  he  had  with  a  friend  in  1819.  He  asked,  "  How 
6ff  is  it  from  here  to  Andover  Institution  ? "  and  was  an- 
swered, "  About  seventeen  miles."  "  How  far  is  it  from 
here  to  the  Cambridge  Theological  Institution?"  "About 
four  miles."  "Well,"  said  he,  "I  have  been  thinking 
fliat  is  just  about  my  theological  position  with  regard  to  the 
two  schools."  It  had  always  been  our  impression  that  he 
Was  nearer  to  Andover  than  his  remark  implied.  He  em- 
pkatically  forbade  the  publication  of  any  of  his  controversial 
sormons ;  and  in  the  later  part  of  his  life  he  had  so  modified 
Ws  views  of  the  doctrine  of  total  depravity,  that  he  used,  in 
private  conversation,  to  relate  a  dream,  the  meaning  of  which 
^^y  be  summed  up  thus  :  "  Men  are  wicked  enough,  but 
^ot  totally  depraved.  Devils  only  are  totally  eviL  In  hell 
there  are  no  baibers'  shops ;  no  devil  there  dare  trust  his 
throat  with  another;  whereas  men  on  earth  do  so  trust  each 
other  safely."  His  principles  of  Christian  toleration  cannot 
oe  so  well  expressed  as  in  his  own  words.  They  are  as  fol- 
lows : 


^ 


^^  Scrl] 
^B  wtiic 
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^  Far  be  it  from  me  to  censure  any  of  my  brethreii,  wbo,  after  in 
equdJy  honest  and  impartial  inquiry,  think  in  ^ome  reapects  diisT' 
eot  from  me*  Conscious  of  my  liability  to  err,  —  from  the  infiniu> 
ties  of  nature,  the  prejudices  of  education,  and  the  acknowladgied 
didcuhy,  on  various  questions,  of  afcertainlng  the  true  sense  d 
Scripture, — ^I  hope  never  to  withhold  that  chanty  from  Gthei* 
which  I  claim  for  myself,  *  Ltet  every  man  be  ftilly  perstiaded  ta 
own  mind/  clearly  implies  the  right  of  eTeiy  man  to  reatl  mi 
lerstand  the  Scriptures  for  himself,  with  no  other  respon^ibflitj 
to  God  and  Ms  own  conscience.  Kaeh  of  us  ought  to  think 
and  judge  for  himself,  using  the  reason  which  God  has  given  u*  in 
iearehing  and  studying  his  revealed  will  A  mind  thus  independent 
an  understanding  thus  unfettered  and  unawed  by  uninspired  nasQ6% 
Is  honorary  to  a  Christian,  especially  to  a  minister  of  Christ.** 

While  the  subject  of  this  notice  was  a  granite  man,  not 
caring  for  **  those  soft  parts  of  speech  "  whict  give  a  needdl 
charm  to  social  courtesy,  we  find  him  honest  and  expan^Yt 
in  his  theological  creed.  "  The  elevation  of  his  cbaracteTi 
and  the  unconquerable  force  of  his  will,  gave  him,  in  all 
councils  and  conventions  of  clergj^men,  an  authority  which 
few  ventured  to  resist*  The  strongest  sympathies  of  his 
heart;  and  the  most  intimate  of  his  ministerial  relations,  W6D6 
with  the  more  liberal  of  his  clerical  brethren.** 

Pastor,  —  As  a  pastor.  Dr.  Osgood  was  less  among  hii 
flock  than  some  others ;  but  hie  labors,  prayers,  and  life  were 
for  the  spiritual  good  of  his  people*  There  are  those  yet 
living  who  remember  his  kindness  in  seasons  of  sorrow;  who 
have  seen  him  enter  their  dwelling  with  looks  of  sympathfi 
and  with  words  that  showed  the  wish,  if  not  the  power,  to 
comfort ;  yes,  they  have  seen  one,  who  to  strangers  appeared 
stem  and  unbending,  melt  into  tenderness  of  look,  of  voice, 
and  of  manner,  in  the  presence  of  bereavement. 

Dr.  Osgood  suffered  less  from  illness  than  most  men ;  ml 
never  was  a  pulpit  more  uninterrupted ly  supplied  by  its 
occupant  than  his.  He  labored  to  the  last  week  of  his  life* 
His  dread  of  death  was  unaccountably  great ;  and  tlirough 
ilife  he  seemed  subject  to  the  bondage  of  this  fear.  But  tke 
angel  came  during  a  season  of  apparent  insensibility,  and  life 
ceased  Dec,  12, 18SS.  Thus,  at  the  age  of  seventy-si^c,  closed 
his  ministry  of  more  than  forty-eight  years.  He  baptiidi 
853  persons  ;  married  S5B  couples ;  admitted  to  the  cJiorch 
^04  communicants  ;  and  officiated  at  990  funerals. 

Every  arrangement  for  a  public  funeral  which  respect  for 
mv  venerable  pastor  could  suggest  wa^i  made  by  the  town ; 
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,  their  Committee  for  the  occasioa  were  Messrs,  Ahucr 
fUett,  Jonalhwi  BrookSj  Thatcher  Mugoun,  Turell  Tufts^ 

Dudley  Halt  The  fbjieral  services  were  on  SaturJay, 
U  14.  The  prayer  was  offered  by  President  Kirkland ; 
,  the  sermon  preached  by  Dr<  Abiel  Holmes,  from  2  Tim. 
6,  7,  The  pall 'bearers  were  the  Rev.  Drs.  Kirkland  and 
Imes,  of  Cambridge  ;  Ripley,  of  Concord  i  Fosterj  of  Brigh- 

;  Fis^ke,  of  West  Cambridge  ;  and  Homer,  of  Newton. 
fhe  wife  of  Dr-  Osgood  died  Jan,  7,  1818,  aged  seventy, 
ft  left  behind  the  memorial  of  an  amiable,  intelligent,  and 
fm  woman.  '*  The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed." 
rhe  incidents  in  the  history  of  Dr.  Osgood,  not  mentioned 
the  memoir,  are  few  and  nnimportant.  Among  those  of 
rteric  interest  are  the  fallowing ;  — 

*  March  15,  17B2i  At  a  meeting  of  the  bi^tbren  of  the  clmrcli 

k  ^ay,  the  pastor  proposed  an  akeratioa  in  the  form  of  the  cove- 

ti  used  at  tbe  admission  of  m^^mbers ;  to  which  they  gave  their 

urnnous  conseDt*     The  form  adopted  is  as  foHows :  — 

**You  do,  in  presence  of  the  great  God  and  thiss  Christian  assem- 

fj  profess  your  belief  of  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  that  they  were 

pea  by  the  inspiration  of  God,  and  are  the  only  suHieient  rule  of 

Ith  and  practice^ 

^'You  believe  tbe  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  be  the  only  Metliator 

Iweon  God  and  man,  and  Lord  and  Head  of  his  church.     Con- 

h4Sid  that  yon  are  a  guilty,  eondemned  siuDer,  you  desire  to  receive 

i  snbmit  to  him  in  idl  those  characters  and  oflicei  with  which  he 

laTeited  for  the  benefit  of  the  cbildrco  of  men. 

"Ton  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  to  be  the  Author  of  every 

xiCaal  End  gracious  disposition  in  tbe  minds  of  men  ;  the  Leader, 

Dctifier,  and  Comforter  of  bis  people*     Sensible  of  the  depravity 

tiie  human  heart,  ^our  own  prooeness  to  sin  and  inability  to  that 

lick  is  good,  you  promise  to  seek  bis  divine  in^uence  to  form 

K  lo  the  temper  of  the  gospel,  and  to  make  you  meet  for  tbe 

ken  lance  of  the  saints  in  light. 

^  You  desire  to  give  yourself  up  to  God  in  an  everlasting  covo- 

it  never  to  be  forgotten  ;  to  be  for  him,  and  none  other ;  to  love^ 

re,  and  obey  him  for  ever* 

~     acknowledge  this  to  be  a  true  churcb  of  our  Loi*d  Jesus 

and  promise  to  walk  with  us  in  a  due  submission  to  and 

ance  upon  all  tbe  ordinances  of  the  gospel ;  and  tbatj  relying 

divine  aid,  you  wil!,  in  your  whole  conversation,  make  it  your 

ions  endeavor  to  conduct  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  our  holy  roli- 
«ud  tlie  profession  you  uow  make*     Do  you  thus  profess  and 

'  April  2,  1793  :  Voted  to  give  ten  pounds  for  the  encou- 
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Aen  coBclnBion  drawn  at  the  time.  Both  parties  were 
rett  instructed,  both  were  equally  sincere^  and  both  had  cor- 
eeponding  righta.  By  a  law  of  the  Commonwealth,  any 
lortioQ  of  a  parish  that  seceded  from  the  old  society,  resigned 
lad  sacrificed  its  legal  rights  in  that  parish  by  that  act.  Ae 
re  shall  have  several  streams  of  ecclesiastical  liistory  to 
!ia€e  after  this  date,  we  will  begin  with  that  of  the  First 
Pkrish. 
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FIBST    PARISH. 

Afteb  the  death  of  Dr*  Osgood,  the  eyes  of  so  many  were 
turned  upon  the  Eev»  Andrew  Bigelow,  that  the  Committee 
ttigaged  him,  March  25,  1823,  to  preach  as  a  candidate.  On 
the  5th  of  May  in  that  year,  the  town  voted  to  invite  him  to 
oecome  their  minister.  Yeas,  95  j  nays,  70.  Salary,  eight 
nujidred  dollars. 

May  ly  the  church  met ;  his  Escellency  John  Brooks, 
Chairman.  Voted  "  to  concur  with  the  town  in  giving  the 
Se?,  Andrew  Bigelow  a  call  to  settk  over  them  in  the  gos- 
pel ministry,"  Yeas^  ^0 ;  naysj  S.  Committee  of  corifbr- 
^ice :  Nathaniel  Hall,  Jonathan  Brooks,  and  Nathan  Adams^ 

Jane  14,  1833,  Mr.  Bigelow  accepted  this  invitation  by  a 
long  and  able  lettexj  properly  noticing  a  condition  which,  at 
*  snhseq^nent  meeting,  had  been  coupled  with  the  first  vote 
of  the  town.  The  condition  was,  that  either  party  may  dis- 
•olve  the  connection  by  gi^ng  six  months'  notice  to  that 
effect.  Mr.  Bigelow,  in  his  letter,  says,  "After  a  painful 
Tiew  of  the  subject,  and  a  strong  internal  conflict,  my  conclu* 
rion  is  to  accept  the  invitation." 

July  9,  IS2S,  the  ecclesiastical  council,  invited  by  the  town 
md  church  to  install  the  pastor  elect,  was  composed  of  the 
bUowing  clergymen,  with  delegates:    President  Kkkland, 
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Cambridge  ;  Dr.  Abiel  Holmes,  Cambridge ;  Dr.  TWd^em 
Fbke,  West  Cambriflge ;  Dr,  Jobn  Fostei",  Brigbtoa  ;  Dr. 
Charles  Lowell,  Boston;  Rev.  Francis  Park  man,  Bostot; 
Key*  Jamea  Walker,  Charlestown ;  Rev,  Aai'on  ( :  -  ■ 
Maiden ;  Dr,  Aaron  Bancroft,  Worcester ;  Dr.  Ezra  ^ 
Concord ;  Rev,  Con  vers  FrcmciSj  Watertown ;  and  ikv. 
diaries  Brooks,  Hingham, 

The  council  met  on  this  day*  Rev*  Dr.  Ripley,  Moden- 
tor ;  and  Rev,  Mr,  Francisj  Scribe.  After  all  the  doings  of 
the  town  and  cbnrch  relating  to  the  call  of  Mr,  Bigelow  had 
been  considered,  and  all  other  requisite  inquiries  had  been 
made  and  answered,  the  record  says,  — 

^^  }t  was  then  moved,  that  the  councili  being  satisiied  witli  tine 
doingi  of  the  church  and  society,  and  with  the  literary,  moraif  nxA 
theological  qualifications  of  the  Rev,  Andrew  Bigelow,  do  now  TOte 
that  they  are  ready  to  proceed  to  installation.  Before  this  tuodoo 
was  putt  some  discussion  took  place  relative  to  the  man  tier  in  whidi 
a  dif^solutbn  of  the  pastoral  tie  (between  the  minister  elect  and 
peop)e)i  should  that  event  ever  occur,  should  be  conUncted «  and  it 
wa^  ohj^cted  to  by  some  members  of  the  council,  that  nothing  w« 
provided  in  the  terms  of  settlement  respecting  the  calling,  in  ^d 
above  event,  an  ecclesiastical  council.  After  this  discussion,  the 
original  motion  was  so  far  modified  as  to  stand  as  follows: — ^ 

*^  Voted,  that  though  this  council  deem  it  expedient,  in  ordioaij 
cases,  that  the  separation  of  a  minister  from  a  people  be  the  reenft 
af  an  ecclesiastical  council,  yet  they  are  eo  I'ar  satisfied  with  the 
doings  of  the  church  and  society,  and  with  the  qualilications  d 
the  amdidfttej  that  they  are  ready  to  proceed  with  the  installaiioa 
of  the  Rev,  Andrew  Bigelow  as  pastor  of  the  church  and  congreg*- 
tion  in  this  town*" 

The  religious  exercises  were  in  the  following  order: 
Introductory  prayer,  by  Rev,  Charles  Brooks;  sermou,  bf 
Rev,  Dr.  Bancrotl ;  prayer  of  iustaJlationj  by  Rev*  Dr, 
Holmes  ;  charge,  by  Rev,  Dr,  Ripley  ;  right  hand  of  fellow- 
skipj  by  Rev,  James  Walker ;  concluding  prayer,  by  Kct* 
Con  vers  Francis ;  benediction,  by  the  pastor. 

These  several  services  (the  prayers  excepted)  were  piih* 
lished  together  by  a  vote  of  the  parish. 

Mr,  Bigelow  was  bom  in  Groton^  Mass,,  May  7,  1T95, 
and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  1814,  After  studying 
law  for  a  short  time,  he  turned  with  his  whole  soul  to  lli« 
study  of  divinity,  and  spent  some  time  at  Edinburgh,  Scot^ 
land.  May,  18^0,  he  was  ordained  as  an  evangelist,  and 
labored  with  zeal  and  succeis  at  Eastport,  Maine,  and  «l 
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ster^  Mass. ;  from  which  last  place  he  married  liGss 
I  Sargent  StanwcM>d. 

ing  with  reputation  and  experience  to  the  work  of  the 
J  in  Medford^  he  did  all  that  could  be  done  for  making 
ided  waters  mingle  in  peace ;  but,  as  irreconcilable 
ices  of  opinion  were  developed  in  the  congr^^tion,  it 
st  that  the  dissentients  should  quietly  withdraw,  and 
(  for  themselves  a  separate  and  satis£Eu;tory  ministra- 
the  word.  The  first  step  in  such  a  movement  was 
)y  seventeen  members  of  the  church  in  writing  and 
;  the  following  letter :  — 

**  HsD^oaD,  Aug.  2^,  1S2S. 
erend  and  Beloved,  —  It  becomes  our  painful  dutj,  in  the 
ice  of  Grod,  differing  as  we  do  in  our  views  of  the  essential 
s  of  the  gospel  from  what  we  believe  to  be  the  views  and 
\g  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bigelow,  to  separate  ourselves  firom  the 
ip  and  communion  of  the  church  with  which  we  now  stand 
jd.  Under  these  impressions,  dear  brethren,  we,  conscien- 
ind  in  the  fear  of  God,  ask  letters,  or  a  letter,  of  dismission, 
mrpose  of  forming  ourselves,  in  a  regular  manner,  into  a 
1  separate  church. 

,  while  we  deeply  lament  the  necessity  which  we  think 
r  such  a  measure,  we  wish  to  adopt  it  from  the  sole  desire 
ing  religious  instructions  which  accord  with  our  views  of 
im  of  truth  laid  down  in  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
brist 

ing  your  prayers,  brethren,  that  we  may  be  guided  into  all 
B  subscribe  ourselves  yours  in  the  gospel. 


*  Galen  James. 
Jesse  Crosby. 
Thomas  Jameson. 
Gilbert  Blanchabd. 
Mary  Clay. 
Hepzy  Fitch. 
Nancy  S.  Fitch. 
Mary  Maqoun. 
Mary  Blanchard. 


Eluabbth  Batlbt. 
Hannah  G.  Roqbbs. 
Ann  Clat. 
Mart  R.  Jambs. 
Mary  Blanohaed. 
<  Nancy  Jameson. 
Hannah  Crosby. 
Mart  Kiddbb**' 


church  received  this  short  and  respectful  letter  in  the 
1  which  it  was  written,  and  chose  a  committee  of 
prepare  a  reply.  The  reply  is  long,  argumentative, 
jctionate;  and  concludes,  under  deepest  regret,  to 
to  the  wishes  of  the  petitioners,  if  they  continue  to 
eparation.  They  renew  their  wish,  and  are  accord- 
leased  from  all  connection  with  the  primitive  church 
brd.  So  far  as  the  records  speak,  we  find  nothing  to 
a  in  this  dismemberment  of  the  ancient  parish.     Both 
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purdfis  wuro  coasde&tious ;  an^  ai  they  diflmd  in  o; 
they  couM  nol  wilk  logelber  in  peM» ;  and  tlKerefore  it 
wise  unci  Cbristkii  to  tepiiite.     Much  greater  evils  wen 
hftTt  come  under  m  fbrera  uaino*     The  witlidrEwal  of 
members  of  ibe  eongregilioat  to  join  the  new  society^ 
>iied  a  less  amount  of  eomplaiiLt,  exisperatioii,  amd 
ty,  041  both  tides,  than  is  conmtoiL     Both  partis 
"equally  in  view  jusliee  and  charity  is  Christian 
and  both  wished  to  exhibit  them  to  each  other.     To 
pose  that  such  sacred  and  dmmbfe  tioi  ean  be  sundered  mi 
out  exciting  strong  emodons  and  prompting  to  unreasoi: 
s|}ee^:h,  b  to  suppose  that  we  are  not  human.     The  light 
that  0a^h  and  the  thunden  tbal  loU  may  terrify  for  a  moment 
but  they  release  the  rmin»  and  purify  the  air^  and  make  th^ 
earth  more  fruitful     God*s  will  be  done. 

In  pursuing  the  history  of  the  First  Parish  &om  this 
it  wiU  not  be  need&l  to  speak  of  its  connection  with 
[ibsequently  formed^  but  only  to  record  the  facts  arising  i 
~  its  separate  orgamsatton  and  private  proceedings* 
March  ^1,  18^4  t  On  this  day»  ten  male  members  of 
First  Parish  apply  to  James  KusseU^  Esq,,  Justice  of 
Peace,  to  issue  his  warrant,  direcdng  some  one  of  the  peti- 
tiouers  to  notify  all  the  legal  voters  of  said  parish  to  meet  ill 
their  meeung-house^  April  1^,  1824^  at  two  o'clock,  p.m.,  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  officers,  raising  money,  and  doing  ill 
other  necessary  acts.  The  warrant  was  issued,  and  the  first 
meeting  held  at  the  time  gpeci£ed ;  and  Abuer  Bartlett,  Esq., 
was  chosen  Clerk  ;  Messrs,  Jonathan  Brooks,  John  SymmeSy 
Darius  Wait^  Nathan  Adams,  jun.,  and  John  King,  PariA 
Committee  |  M esars*  J.  Richardson^  John  Howe,  and  Ebeae- 
xer  Hall,  jnn,,  Afisessors ;  William  Ward,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 

Thus  the  First  Parish  on  this  day  became  a  separate  bodj» 
under  a  legal  organizaticn. 

On  this  day  also,  *^  Voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  one  thoumnd 
dollars,  to  discharge  the  minister's  sakiy  and  other  incidental 
charges  the  ensuing  year." 

"  July  27, 1823  :  Voted  by  the  church,  that  the 
of  baptism  be  hereafter  administered  at  the  comm^ 
the  afterooou  service  on  the  Lord's  day,  in  place  of 
performed  after  sermon,  as  heretofore  the  practice  baa 

"  July  27,  1828 :  The  Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks 
to  the  church  two  silver  flagons ;  for  which  tharJis 
voted." 
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S,  1824 :  The  subject  of  a  Jimd  for  the  support  of 
gospel  miniitry  h  brought  up  and  discussed  by  the 
irch,  and  the  T^ish  expressed  that  one  tnay  be  gathered, 
July  Sp  1825  *  The  proposition  to  print  the  church  covc- 
nunt^  aud  the  covenant  for  baptism,  brought  up  the  considcra- 
tba  of  that  adopted  Feb.  11,  1713,  and  that  of  March  15, 
1782 ;  aud  the  result  waa  a  vote  by  the  church,  that  thoy 
**  do  not  find  it  needful  to  propose  any  alterations  in  their 
confessioEs  of  faith,  either  in  their  articles  or,  terms.  They 
conceive  that  the  church-covenant  especially  combines  the 
ijualitiei  of  a  true  Protestant  as  well  as  gospel  confession  ; 
properties   of  being   liberal    and    practical,  yet   deeply 

and  evangelical," 
If.  Osgood  gave  by  will  some  valuable  books  to  tho 
lurch,  **  for  the  use  of  his  successors  in  the  ministry ; "  and 
se  are  added  to  those  received  from  his  predecessor. 
Aug,  7,  1825  :    The  pastor  proposed  the  formation  of  a 
parish  and  social  library,  and  began  with  a  donation, 

Sept.  4  :  The  proposition  above  was  accepted,  and  a  commit- 
tee of  five  brethren  of  the  church  and  six  members  of  the 
coogregadon  was  chosen  to  collect  subscriptions  and  receive 
donations. 

Nov;  1,  18^5 ;   The  parish  voted  to  procure  an  orgati^  if 

four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  can  be  raised  by  subscription 

for   that   purpose.      Committee   to    procure    subscriptions  i 

Messrs.  George  W.  Porter,  Turell  Tufts,  and  Darius  Wait, 

The  organ  was  purchased  for  the  amount,  and  gave  satisfaction. 

Jan,  2,  18^6 :  Voted,  tlrnt  the  money  received  from  the 

lale  of  the  new  pews  to  be  built  in  the  gallery  be  the  begin- 

wmg  of  a  permanent  fund  for  the  support  of  the  ministry  in 

said  parish. 

I      la  April  of  this  year,  the  question  arose  respecting  the 

^^^kht  of  the  town  to  hold  town^mee tings  in  the  meeting*house 

^K  the  first  parish ;  the  Selectmen  contending  for  the  right, 

the  parish  against  it. 

■  About  this  time,  subscriptions  were  commenced  for  the 
Congregational  Ministerial  Fund  for  the  First  Parish  in  the 
town  of  Medibrd."  By  the  judicious  investments  of  the 
Treasurer,  Dudley  Hall,  Esq.,  this  fund  amounts,  in  1855, 
to  §8^600.  By  special  statute,  one  hundred  dollars  of  the 
mutual  income  must  be  added  each  year  to  the  permnnent 
The  baliuice  of  the  incomes  may  be  expended  for  the 
kpficirt  of  the  pastor* 
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On  the  9th  of  July  and  the  29th  of  October,  1826,t 
Rev.  Andrew  Btgelow  preached  sermoni  contammg  hb 
eons  for  giving  the   sixth  manths'  nottee  preTions  to 
dJs9QlFing  hi^  pastoral  relations.     Nov,  6  of  the 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  parish,  repeatiDg,  — 

^^Thflt  it  was  from  no  decay  of  attachtnent  to  the  people  of] 
pastoral  t*harge.  or  of  earnestness  of  desire  to  be  instruo 
y*rttmoi'iug  iht*  interests  of  piety  and  vital  reli^on  among  1 
H*.nrij^?  jdmut  to  leave  tliis  country  on  a  <li5taiit  voyage*  in 
of  fully  re-e^tablbhing  my  health,  I  should  be  pleased  to  ! 
tnlnd  of  (he  parrHli  in  respect  to  the  mode  of  supplying  the  1 
and  to  obtain  th<^ir  concurrence  to  my  proposed  absenoei , 
the  expiration  of  the  time  of  my  connection  with  them  as  pa 
Andt  sboald  they  come  together,  I  beg  you  to  present  them 
rent* wed  assurances  of  my  most  grateful  recollection  of  their 
favors  to  me,  along  with  mj  ferment  aspirations  that  grace,  i 
and  peace  may  be  m til tt plied  to  them  alL'* 

Ilia  request  was  immediately  granted ;  whereupon  %  reply 
was  sent  to  Mr*  Bigelow  by  the  tinanimoiis  vote  of  the 
parish,  in  which  they  regret^  for  reasons  stated,  his  relin- 
qiilshment  of  office,  and  say,  — 

^  We  bear  you  witness,  that^  with  true  Oiristian  forbearance  «nd 
profe^^stonal  integrity,  you  hare  had  your  walk  and  eonvenatiaa 
among  ua  from  the  beginning,  and  that  jou  have  been  the  minifter 
of  much  good  to  this  people*  ^  .  .  In  taking  leave  of  you,  Bev.  Sir^ 
we  would  most  heartily  reciprocate  the  sentiments  expressed  to 
your  farewell  discourse  for  our  future  prosperity  and  happine- 

"  Voted,  that  the  Committee  be  directed  to  request  of  Mr.  i'\^ 
low  a  copy  of  the  two  tliscourses  mentioned  in  his  commnnicaiioii, 
m  delivered  on  the  Qth  of  July  and  29th  of  October  last,  to  be 
deposited  among  the  parish  records*" 

Mr*  Bigelow 's  connection  with  the  parish  legally  ceasrf 
Jan»  9 J  1827*  Betuming  from  Europe  with  recovered  ha||||^| 
he  hecame  the  minister  of  the  Unitarian  Society  in  Tai^^^^f 
Mms.f  April  10,  1833,  where  he  labored  for  many  years*  ^ 
He  is  now  filling  a  most  useful  clerical  office  in  the  city  of 
BoKton,  The  time,  therefore,  to  speak  of  his  character  is  not 
yet ;  but  we  may  quote  the  words  of  his  successor  in  Mctl* 
ford,  whose  opportunities  for  learning  the  iacts  were  pijcu* 
liftrly  great*     He  writes  thus  ;  — 

**  My  re^iird  to  his  feelings  need  not  prevent  my  bearing  te«it^ 
mony  to  thy  deep  regret  of  his  people  that  any  ctrciim^tancea 
fhonid,  in  hii  opinion,  have  made  a  separation  from  them  dedraUfr 
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iind  him  msny  achifig  liearts,  atid  inaiij  wnrm  friendsj 

not  forget  how  he  lubored  among  them  hb  *  a  good  minister 

PJestJS  Chml '  in  all  faithfulness  and  love,** 

Mr,  Bigelow  baptized  66  persons ;  married  S7  couples ; 
Sciiited  at  105  fuoerals  ;  and  admitted  26  communicants  to 
church. 

The  parish -committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  John  Symmes, 
Jonathan  Brooks,  and  John  King,  engage  Mr,  Caleb  Stetson, 
\  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  1822,  to  preach  as  a  candi- 

ate  for  five  sabbaths.     At  the  close  of  his  engagement ^  the 

msh  passed  the  following  votes  :  — 

Jan.  B,  1827:  '^  Voted  unanimously  to  give  Mn  Caleb  Stetson 
invltatiQii  to  settle  with  us  as  our  minister  in  ihe  gospel. 
^  Voted  unanimouslj  to  give  Mr.  Stetson  one  thousand  dollars 
Jmiy. 

**  Voted  to  give  ilr.  Stetson  one  thousand  dollars  over  and  above 
tits  saliiry,  to  be  paid  on  the  day  of  hts  settlement  with  us ;  which 
,  hm  been  raised  by  subscription  for  that  purpose^" 

JaBn.  16  :  Mr.  Stetson  accepts  the  inTitation,  and  on  the  38 th 
'  February  J   18^7,  was  ordained.     The  council  was  corn- 
ed of  the  following  clergymen,  with  their  delegates :  Rev* 
/r.    Kirkland   and  Dr.  Ware,    Cambridge ;    Dr,  Holmes, 
ambridge ;  Dr,  Lowell,  Boston ;  Rev,  Aaron  Greene,  Mai* 
Jen ;    Rev,    Henry    Ware,    Boston ;    Rev.    James    Walker, 
F^Charlestown ;  Rev,  Convers  Francis,  Watertown ;  Rev,  Jo- 
^seph    Field,   Weston ;    Rev,   George  Ripley,  Boston ;   Rev. 
amnel    Ripley,  Waltham ;    Dr.   Fiske,  West  Cambridge; 
&T,    Charles    Brooks,   Ilingham ;    Rev.   Francis   Farkm^m, 
3ston ;   Dr.  Foster,  Brighton  *    Rev,   Thomas  B.  Gannett, 
'  Cambridgeport ;  Rev.    Bernard   Whitman,  Waltham;   Rev, 
Chai'les  BriggSj  Lexington;   Rev.  Edward  B*  Hall,  North- 
ampton ;  Eev,  Ira  H.  T,  Blanchard,  Harvard, 

In  the  organization  of  the  council.  Rev,  President  Kirkland 

was  chosen  Moderator;  and   Rev.  Charles  Brooke,  Scribe, 

AfWr  the  usual  religious  services,  the  council  examined  the 

^^  doings  of  the  church  and  congregation  relative  to  the  disso- 

^■lution  of  the  pastoral  relation  of  Rev.  Andrew  Bigelow,  and 

^■found  them  regular.     They  next  examined  the  doings  of  the 

^■church  and  congregation  Relative  to  the  call  of  Mr.  Stetson, 

^Tand  found  them  satisiactory  ;  whereupon  they  voted  to  pro- 

V.ceed  to  ordination.     The  services  were  assigned  as  follows  : 

Introductory  prayer  and  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  by  Rev. 
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Charles  Briggs  ;  serman^  by  Bev,  CoBverg  Frand«  |  or 
mg  prayer,  by  Dr,  Lowell ;  charge,  by  Dr.  Kirkland ; 
hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev,  George  Ripley  ;  address  to  i 
people,  by  Rev*  Henry  Ware,  jun. ;  concluding  prayer,  bj 
Rev,  B.  Whitman ;  benediction,  by  the  pastor* 

Copies  of  the  within  exercises  were  requested  for  public*-* 
tion,  but  were  declined.  i 

«  Marcb  14^  1827 :  In  the  church,  voted,  first,  that  the  ceremony 
of  owning  the  coven  an  tt  on  the  admission  of  memberss  shatl,  Iwn 
future,  be  before  the  church  only,  at  the  communion.  Second^  ikmJ^ 
the  fourth  paragraph  of  the  present  covenant  be  hereafter  dtscoik— 
thiaed  in  the  admission  of  members*  Third,  that  the  pastor  hive 
discretionary  authority  to  admit  members  from  other  ehurcbea,  0^ 
whoae  Christian  standing  he  is  satisfied,  without  any  public  act." 

**  Dec  2,  1827  :  The  church  voted  that  the  Lord's  Supper  should 
be  celebrated  on  the  first  sabbath  of  every  other  month/* 

**  June  11,  1832  :  The  church  voted  that  the  pastor,  at  his  dkens- 
tion,  be  authorized  to  receive  persons  into  this  church  at  a  prital^ 
interview ;  and  that  no  public  act  shall  be  necessary  to  their  meitt^ 
bershipj  except  propounding  them  in  the  usual  form/' 

"  1827 :  Deacon  Richard  Hall  bequeathed  to  this  church  tte 
Bum  of  seven  hundred  dollars,  the  interest  of  which  should  for  eTSS* 
be  distributed  among  the  poor  women  of  this  church/' 

"  April  2o,  1827 :  The  parish  voted  to  raise  twelve  hundred  Mr- 
lars,  to  pay  the  minister's  salary  and  other  current  expenses*^ 

At  the  same  meeting,  voted  to  introduce  the  '*  Cambridge 
Collection  "  of  hymns  in  place  of  Dr*  Watts's  ! 

April   30,  1832:  The  subject  of  building  a  paraonige- 
house  was  discussed  in  a  parish-meeting,  and  resolutions  tc» 
build  were  passed,  and  three  thousand  dollars  voted  as  the 
highest  sum  to  be  raised  on  the  credit  of  the  parish.     Afte^ 
plans. and  wishes    on  both  sides  had    been    proposed  as^ 
argued,  that  Christian  benefactor,  who  "  does  good  by  stealth 
and  blushes  to  find  it  fame,**  offered  a  piece  of  land,  as  a  giP* 
to  the  parish,  for  the  site  of  a  parsonage.     The  parish  accor*!'^ 
ingly  voted  "  a  formal  acceptance  of  the  very  generous  offer  ^ 
Ur.  Daniel  Swan,  which  they  esteem  doubly  valuabk  tro^ 
the  amiablo  and  acconunodadng  spirit  in  which  it  has  be^^ 
thus  promptly  made." 

The  committee  chosen  to  build  tbe  house  were  Mesn^'' 
Abner  Bartlett,  Peter  C*  Brooks,  and  Jonathan  Brooke  ^ 
Esq[s,  It  was  built  immediately,  at  the  cost  of  $3^8 
and  was  acceptable  to  pastor  and  people. 

Fund.  —  This  subject  was  a  cherished  one  by  a  few 
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}>^TE  of  the  parish ;  and*  at  a  public  meeting  on  tbe  24th 
af  MaiTli,  ISM,  a  committee  report,  ^nhat  they  iind  the  act 
bcorporiiting  tnisteees  passed  the  9th  of  March,  1827 ;  and 
it  appears  tbat  Messrs,  Jonathan  Brooks,  Nathaniel  Hall, 
Tureil  TuftSj  Dudley  Hall,  Nathan  Adams,  John  Symmes, 
juiL,  and  Jonathan  Porter,  were  incorporated  truatees  by  the 
laid  act'^ 

These  originators  of  the  fund  performed  the  duties  of 
trustees  with  judgment  imd  perseverance  f  and  the  result  is, 
tint  the  fund  now  amounts  to  |8,600, 

April  17,  1837:  The  parish  voted  "to  raise  11,400,  to 
pay  die  minister's  salary  and  other  current  expenses/* 

March  11,  1839 ;  A  committee  of  seven  was  appointed 
this  day  to  consider  the  expediency  of  building  a  new  meet- 
ing-house, and  to  procure  plans  and  estimates.  They  finally 
recommended  the  erection  of  a  wooden  house  ;  and  on  the 
a  of  April,  1839,  the  parish  passed  the  following  vote  ; 
"  That  the  present  house  be  taken  down^  and  a  new  one  built 
on  the  same  spot  in  its  stead,  not  to  exceed  in  cost  the  sum 
of  (12,000."  The  buildLng-committee  were  Messrs,  Samuel 
P.  Hejwood,  Andrew  Blanchard^  jun.,  George  W,  Porter, 
Samuel  Lapham,  and  Milton  James^  Esqrs, 

Whether  the  parish  bad  learned  wftdom  from  former  times 
or  Hot,  we  cannot  tell ;  but  surely  the  unanimity  and  hearti- 
iiess  Been  in  these  movements  evioce  solid  judgment  and 
Cliristian  character*  Three  judicioMS  and  disinterested  gentle- 
pen  were  chosen,  from  towns  adjacent,  to  apprize  the  pci^s 
^  the  old  meeting-house  ;  and  they  performed  their  daty 
^ceptably,  —  not  awarding  over  twenty  dollars  to  the  best 
peiTs.    The  parish  took  leave  of  the  old  house  on  Sunday, 

kMiy  1^,  1839;  on  which  occasion  the  pastor  delivered  n 
^dictory  discourse  from  I  Chron.  xviL  L  This  sermon 
*aa  printed ;  and  no  one^  whose  early  years  were  associated 
^th  that  sacred  edifice,  can  read  the  conclusion  of  that  dis- 
cotUfte  without  a  throbbing  heart  and  a  tearful  eye. 
Ai  soon  as  the  first  parish  had  voted  to  take  down  the 

I  old  meeting-house,  the  second  Congregational  Society  and 
wie  Ijniversalist  Society  offered  the  use  of  their  meeting- 
"*'Uieft  to  tlie  first  pariah  at  such  times  as  would  be  mutually 
^ntenient.  We  love  to  record  these  acts  of  Christian  cour- 
^y ;  for  they  were.  In  this  case,  otferiugs  of  the  heart. 
The  building*committee  were  instructed  to  procure  a  new 
^^%m ;  and  they  say  that  the  donation  of  $1^000,  by  the  Hon. 
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ui^L:.  v.     u   .-k"!.*,:  ,^.  >\  >.V.      V:^^  -vtsC  .- i"  lie  meeting-houiB 

o:.  .-^vv  Tfr,\«  .,  V  >  -I-  ■.:.  "-T::r:::ri^^•JCo,,  $59L78; 
M*o.  \  ..  "v  ^  ...  ..  >.  A  >  .  v.  'o  .  sijiitx  A  *um  total  of 
i^S/y  >A  ,  -V  ._  -^^  ...  :,  ;:.-.  y  "iC-r*  of  pews  in  tta 
o...  -.i^.v.  ^  -v  ..>;.  >".  ,v-  .  .  .  -,  r.  •,-:.  :'.r  sii-l  house  |26& 
t  \*;  .  ^.x  ^  -  .  N.  'I  ^  ...  ,  *.:j:  \  sa^  r^^^Ie^i.  was  a  COft- 
*:..i.    -.^.-.-w. ..      /..        .       :..    -n .     ,vr:?  wien  it  will  h 

l:  ^ u.  x_-  .    N    ...  ...         V.  ^  Vvy  c:  God  andtbe 

I^.ol:.-  ^* ^  .       .  ■.  *•'•  :     ;->diV.  :'::r:?  4cii  of  D»- 

vviij.x:    In^"^.      .  ",  .\  .  x.^  t  .  -:;      "-::•,>.:.. j: J ry  pTaveTjby 

Ki"^    Nv.\--                  .'.  "v      •.^,        vi.  .•:::"  f:\:n:  :he Scrip" 

:".i:i>.  ;;*   K,^     : .  *-  -  -*.  '    ..           *.*•.•■    I: r-vv,  K.L  :  pny*    ] 

oi  wUv.A..t:  .L.  .^N   X^-    ,  .  .^^^  ^  :"  „  _>,  V  I''  .  ,^:  W^ertown; 

*%•:  •!:,»::.  .^^    >\  *     .'...'  S.  -v..  .    . .::  :.-.i:_-j.i:  yriyer.  by  Rb^- 

N.  I.   :*'.:.     ^...      .  '^zs.   :        ;     *:> -J  v::: -^1:1:1011  of  tte 

isis:-:  -LL..    xv    -.  ■.   ..  ^   :.i..   •■■:;•;<  Ar.i  jl.1  :h.e  pubSc 

•A'L'jtv  .>  >.  "^  ,\>    .\.-.  .    .-.  >«.  '•;.::    .>.•.•*...:  >jLve  been  fitf- 

^fco•,:*.^I  "..«.>-.•  Xv     >^\     ...   ...  . '■«  '^■.  •  „-  .*:  :liL:i  hi>cory  been 

l:.c  y:\.i.  *..■  ■-.^.v  '.  .*,.  ._,  "1.^  i\-  'v.5  :c.\:.  HVs^ 
H.i>  '.v.>  >.''•.:.  ■^.  :.  •»  v>  L>:^\>c<v.  h::'^  rht"  powcf 
.c'.s.l    ,v.fc.:'>     *.^-.  .  ..       ":    >*\..;.\.*"        1.  :■;    .'renin--:   sen* 

rt^'.cs  .•->;..■.*>..  ■  -  -•, ■  :  :  .:...:•.>  :.:'  :!:•:•  >;jr"jL-':i-  "•  Ibp 
».••.: I  :r..i:  •ji'-.-A.x  t;.:  ;.-.  ■  ^  ^  ^  •.  .;.  .."di*.  tIi-^  ^v.:.  No  si* 
«.-v>,v  *.*  ^'v  *-.'.•  !',■  -•.>  :-.■-  ^v.  ".■.*.:;  -.L. .->*>  ".:  ;  :: ;  j.o".:se  b'uit 
by  '.-.u-xx-i  \t:..'.>.  '.  :  ;.•.  m.  r  .•.•  .:*  'J:c.  ■.<  ^c  ':i:ly  x*  dul 
wbi^h  b^  r.i;ii  jl:-.ra<:i  jc:  L  xi:-^.::ijd  i^r  j.i-::<cl:  in  every 
pare  2ci:^" 

Tt'is.  on  i  spec  ?av.rec  :j  moiiy  ::  our  V.^.ir:s,  snan-L*  1  se- 
cond tenipltf  or*  :h-=  Mos:  ili^-ii.  wl^^c  i^-^'x.  w:  lev  jurly  hope. 
will  ever  be  dlled  wirii  abi^i  -oi^ojjrs  i::d  rrv.e  beuevtfw: 
who,  as  Lcacriers,  ^hall  •■  preach,  n-  z  'Jiczijt  Ives,  bur  :iie  Loni 
Jes'i^  Chris*,  so  a*  to  m.ike  men  wist  ui::».>  <alva:it.-i:  ;  "  jH'. 
who,  di  puator?.  shall  deiiijLi:  -  :c  taxe  :h-.'  Lanib.<  in  "hoL 
arm.s,  and  i:any  :h»=Ei  in  their  bo'^'.^cii."  Especially  o:  w- 
hoj>€:  that  ita  .srrata  may  ever  be  hiied  by  :hoae  who  himjre 
and  thirat  after  God  and  Christ  and  truth  and  ri^hceoue 
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who  will  labor  for  temperancej  liberty,  and  peace ;  and 

io  will  not  idlow  heaTen-bom,  free  inquirj  to  degenerate 

Uceati outness,  nor  Cbristian  devotion  to  freeze  into  for- 

According  to  the  lievr  England  usage,  the  pews  were  sold 
auedon»  after  a  committee  had  apportioned  upon  them  a 
ative  Table  J  sufRcientto  cover  the  cost  of  the  housei  vestry. 
Those  pews  which  were  leased  by  the  parish  paid  seven 
'  cent  on  their  apprized  valne.     On  the  sale  of  the  pews,  a 
re  mi  urn  was  given  for  the  right  of  choice*     The  amount  ac- 
ruing  from  the  sale  of  seventy -one  pews  was  $12^397.    There 
sr©  several  small  items  not  here  noticed.    The  final  balance 
gainst  the  parish  was  $2,024.47.     In  the  last  report  of  the 
immittee  are  these  words :  "  Your  committee  have  much 
easure  in  being  able  to   congratulate  the  parish  on  the 
itire  success  with  which  this  enterprise  has  been  accom- 
plished, and  the  good  effects  that  have  resulted  from  it." 
The  church  has  long  enjoyed  the  counsel  and  services  of 
|ohn  Symmes  and  Nathan  Adams,  Esqrs,^  as  deacons, 

March  4,    1840:    *f  Voted  to  exchange    the  hymn-boot 
now  in  use  for  Rev.  Mr.  Greenwood's  selection." 

There  are  few  parishes  in  New  England  which  have  had 

bo  trouble  with  their  Sunday  choir.     Singers  are  dangerously 

iisitive,  and  not  always  blamable,  as  some  imagine.     Their 

'  popularity  and  succefiB  depend  very  often  upon  popular  taste 

!ind  fickle  fashion  ;  therefore  all  their  feelers  are  out  to  discover 

yhat  people  think  of  them.     The  poet  and  painter^  depend- 

^g  measurably  on  the  same  principles  of  taste  and  fashion, 

^re    subjected  to   similar  influences-      The  conflict   between 

rival  singers  is  peculiarly  fierce ;  and  what  committee-man, 

^to  has  ^'  had  the  care  of  the  singing,"  baa  not  found  that  he 

Kivist  sometimes  deal  with  the  parish  choir  very  much  as  he 

mo^st  with  sick  children  ?     That  Medford  has  had  some  of 

lliese  jarring  experiences,  is  most  true ;  and  it  is  as  true  that 

H  has  enjoyed  a  general  exemption.     The  first  parish  has 

oiMied  generous  hearts  and  sweet  voices,  who  have  given 

I  tlieir  services  freely  ;  and  the  organ  has  been  played  gratui* 

toualy  for  years  by  a  gentleman  of  taste  and  education. 

It  was  ci^tomary  with  our  early  ancestors  to  appoint  an 
i^dindual  from  the  church  to  read  the  psalm,  two  lines  at  a 
lime ;  after  which  reading,  the  whole  congregation  sang  the 
two  Unes,  The  reading  was  so  commonly  done  by  a  deaeon^ 
^hx  tins  mode  of  announcing  the  psalm  was  called  "  deacon* 
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^^  "  it     Tlie  scardtv  of  psalm-bookB  wai  the  mpn.  aC  i 
cnatom ;  and,  when  they  became  so  commaiL  aa  to  be  ki 
the  meeting-honae  thromrh  the  week,  the  propofitmn.  t»  i 
continne  the  "  deaconing '"  of  the  psalm  was  made,  mi 
met  with  /juick  opposition  from  the  deacons  and  iiiA 
The^  habit  continned  till  the  Eevolution.     It  is  related  af  Ai 
earliest  days  among  ns,  that  one  line  only  was  read  tf  I 
time,  hut  that  this  custom  gave  place  to  the  reading;  of  tat 
lines  j&rom  the  following  Sict.     In  the  psalm,  whictthe deh 
gyman  had  sele^ited  to  be  '^  deaconed  '^  and  sung,  occinnl 
these  two  lines :  — 

•*  Tlie  Lord  will  cnme ;  and  he  wiH  not 
Kaep  ailence,  but  rgteak  out." 

By  makiTig  a  fall  <)top  at  the  end  of  the  first  line,  Terr  qaca 
work  was  made  with  the  sense  of  the  poem.     AfBrmaciomii  L 
contradiction  came  solemnly  into  the  same  breath ;  bat  evci  1: 
this  bewilderment  was  deepened  by  reading  the  second  line:  1 
"  Keep  silence,  but  speak  out."  | 

Apnl  £7,  1S46 :  The  subject  of  congregational  m^nf 
was  brought  before  the  parish  by  a  committee,  who  ^i«r™ed 
the  topic  well,  and  recommended  ''  all  the  members  of  the 
congregation  to  join  the  choir.''  We  trust  that  the  intro- 
duction of  music  into  all  our  public  and  prirate  schools  will 
soon  restore  congregational  heart -and-voice  singing  to  our 
churches  fa,  mode  so  piously  adopted  by  our  fiuhers) ;  and 
this  will  put  an  end  to  that  impious  mockery  of  deTodoa, 
now  sometimes  witnessed,  where  infidel  and  licentious  open- 
singers  are  hired  to  conduct  this  beautiful  part  of  sacred  wor- 
ship. 

The  antislavery  excitement  had  been  conscientiously  car- 
ried into  many  pulpits,  and,  in  some  parishes,  had  caused 
durable  alienations  between  minister  and  people.  The  first 
parish  in  Medford  felt  somewhat  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the 
troubled  waters.     Fiat  jiutitia,  mat  calum. 

April  19,  1847 :  "Voted  to  raise  $1,700,  by  tax,  for  the 
support  of  public  worship  and  the  current  expenses  of  the 
ensuing  year."  On  the  same  day,  **  Voted  to  raise,  in  like 
manner,  three  hundred  dollars,  for  the  reduction  of  the  parish 
debt." 

Dec.  7,  1847 :  Rev.  Mr.  Stetson  having  fallen  firom  the 
sidewalk  in  Main  Street,  and  much  injured  himself,  the 
parish  met,  and  passed  the  following  vote :  "  To  take  measures 
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the  npplj  of  his  pnlint  daring  his  confinement,  without 
"* "    or  expense  to  him." 
The  parish  expenses  were  as  follows :  In  1825,  $1,208.16 ; 
18S0,  $1,235.85 ;  in  1840,  $1,701.24  ;  in  1845,  $2,348.01 ; 
1850,  $1,523.21. 

The  change  of  the  law  in  Massachusetts  respecting  the 
of  ministers,  and  the  consequent  change  of  action  in 
jiarishes,  had  produced  fatal  results.     One«  statute  pro- 
"iddes  thus :  "  No  person  shall  hereafter  be  made  a  member 
of  any  parish  or  religious  society  without  his  consent  in 
"writing."     The  inhabitants  of  Medford  were  not  exempt  from 
the  operation  of  these  and  similar  causes.     The  Committee 
of  the  first  parish  saw  their  activity ;  and  when  Mr.  Stetson 
resigned  his  office  of  pastor,  March  24,  1848,  they  say,  in 
teply  to  his  short  and  touching  letter,  that  the  parish, "  under 
ttis  state  of  things,  must  very  soon  become  impotent  for  the 
fidfilment  of  its  original  contract  by  any  legal  form  of  taxa- 
tion."    They  do  not  separate  from  their  beloved  minister 
without  expressing  their  deep  gratitude  for  his  long  and  ac- 
ceptable services.    Their  letter  to  him  ends  with  these  words  : 

*  With  such  impressions  of  the  character  of  your  great  ministry, 
aeeept,  dear  sir,  assurances  of  our  ^affectionate  regard  and  sincere 
wislies  for  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  yourself  and  family." 

During  his  ministry  of  twenty-one  years,  Mr.  Stetson  bap- 
tized 210  persons ;  married  143  couples ;  admitted  to  the 
church  106  communicants ;  and  officiated  at  304  funerals. 

He  was  very  soon  invited  to  settle  as  the  minister  of  the 
Unitarian  Society  in  South  Scituate,  near  Kingston,  his  native 
town  in  the  Old  Colony ;  and  as  he  is  there  now  laboring, 
with  his  warm  heart  and  ready  hand,  the  time  to  speak  of  his 
character  has  not  yet  come.  May  it  be  far  distant !  But, 
when  society  shall  lose  him,  there  will  not  be  wanting  pens 
to  note  his  various  learning,  to  describe  his  brilliant  conver- 
sation, to  honor  his  large  philanthropy,  and  record  his  mini- 
Bterial  fidthfulness. 

The  time  had  now  come,  as  it  was  thought,  to  abandon  the 
former  mode  of  raising  parish  taxes  by  assessments  on  polls 
and  property.  After  much  conference  and  reflection,  the 
parish  resort  to  the  system  of  voluntary  contributions !  A 
paper,  therefore,  is  offered  to  each  individual,  annually,  with 
the  following  preamble  and  obligation :  — 

^  We,  the  subscribers,  in  order  to  testify  our  wish  to  be  consi- 
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defed  iDemberfi  of  the  dm  pamh  in  Me^^ird  for  Ibe 
da  berebj  agrea  to  |>aj  to  the  colletrtor  of  tdd  pansli  die 
momf  whleb  if  mt  agalsn^t  our  names,  totr&rds  tbe  support  off 
lie  wonhifj  m  said  pariah  the  present  jear.** 

Thjj  temporary  and  precarioua  provision  for  the  i 
God'i^  worship  and  the  spread  of  Christianity  doet  \ 
much  like  those  iron-bound  resolves  of  oor  ptoas 
wherein  life  and  property  were  for  ei&er  dedicated  to ' 
^d  to  hb  chureh-     Whether  *'the  voluntary 
adopted  iji  New  England^  is  or  is  not  a  feilore,  i« 
no  longer  a  qoestian. 

April  9, 1849 :  **  Voted,  unanimoiialy,  to  give  Bev. 
W.  Briggs,  of  Plymouth,  an  invitation  to  settle  with  ta] 
our  minister  in  the  gospel/'     1 1,200  salary.     April  ISff 
Briggs  communicated  his  re6isal  in  a  short  and 
letter, 

"  June  11,  1849 :  Voted  that  the  parish  vote  by  yeas 
nays  on  the  motion  to  eiLtend  an  invitation  to  the  Rev.  Jd 
Pierpont  to  settle  with  them  in  the  ministiy  for  one 
with  a  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars,  —  provided  the 
nectton  be  dissolved  on   either  side  by  giving  a  prev 
notice  of  six  months*     Yeasj  ^5  ;  nays,  24." 

June  S5j  1849:  The  above  vote  was  amended  so  i 
read  as  follows :  — 

"  That  this  parish  do  extend  to  tbe  Eev.  John  Pierpont  an  ia 
talion  to  become  its  pastor  on  a  salary  of  one  thousand  doll 
year,  ^ — payable  by  quarterly  yearly  payments,  —  and  with 
understanding  and  agreement  that  either  of  &aid  parties  may  | 
an  end  to  the  connection  by  giving  to  tbe  other  party  six  mo 
notice^  in  writing,  of  his  or  their  intention  so  to  do^** 

July  9,  1849 :  At  a  meeting  of  the  parish  this  day,  ikd 
following  was  introduced  and  voted ;  — 

"  Resolved,  that,  in  view  of  the  history  of  this  parish,  it^  pr 
eondition,  and  it^  future  prospects,  It  is  regarded  as  inexpedient,  i 
hazardous  to  our  best  interests  as  a  Christian  eliureh,  for  our  | 
to  preach  any  political  abolition   sermons  or  discourses   in 
pulpit  on  the  sabbath." 

Thifl  vote  was  interpreted  by  some  as  *^  limiting  the  topu 
tipon  which  the  pastor  is  to  be  at  liberty  to  treat  in  tbe  pif 

f  pit***     This,  however,  was  disclaimed  by  the  friends  of   ^ 

resolution*     On  the  2Sd  of  July,  the  vote  was  unanimauslf 
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cinded.  Then  otber  resofaitions  were  introdaced,  but  no 
d  action  had  upon  them. 

Finding  the  parish  so  nearly  dirided  in  their  rote  of  inri- 
bn^  the  friends  of  the  pastor  elect  b^an  to  collect  the  sig- 
:iiies  of  those  members  of  the  parish  who  were  not  present 
len  the  rote  was  taken,  and  who  were  in  £iTor  of  giving 
t  calL  Twenty-six  legal  Toters  signed ;  twenty-one  refused 
act,  and  therefore  are  not  counted  on  either  side ;  ten  par* 
18,  not  legal  voters,  who  considered  themselves  as  belongs 
;  to  the  parish,  subscribed ;  and  four  of  those  who  voted 
the  negative.  After  anxious  and  patient  weighing  of  the 
lole  matter,  with  the  assistance  of  firiends,  Mr.  Pierpont 
Bepted  the  invitation,  July  5,  1849. 

July  9,  seven  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  committee  **  to 
mmunicate  with  Mr.  Pierpont  on  the  subject  of  his  settle- 
ent,  and  for  conducting  and  making  arrangements  for  his 
staUation."  This  committee  report,  April  8,  1850,  as  fol- 
¥8:  — 

*At  a  meeting  of  the  special  committee  of  the  first  parish  of 
tedford,  appointed,  July  9,  1849,  to  make  arrangements  with  the 
e?.  John  Pierpont  for  the  commencement  of  his  pastoral  labors  in 
spalpit,  on  conference  with  the  pastor  and  with  his  concurrence,  — 
''Voted  to  dispense  with  the  ceremony  of  an  ecclesiastical  coun- 
1  for  the  installation  of  our  pastor. 

** Voted  that  the  committee  hereby  ordain  the  Rev.  John  Pier; 
at  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  first  parish  of  Medford,  and 
stall  him  in  that  office. 

^  Voted  that  the  term  of  his  engagement  commence  on  the  first 
ly  of  August,  1849,  and  his  salary  be  paid  to  him  from  that  date, 
larterly,  as  provided  in  the  terms  of  the  vote  of  his  election  to  the 
fioe  of  pastor  of  this  parish. 
"  Voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  committee." 

Having  thus  brought  down  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the 
rst  parish,  through  all  its  changes,  to  the  ministry  of  its 
resent  pastor,  common  usage  requires  that  I  here  take  leave 
f  it  It  has  been  my  constant  endeavor  to  record  the  impor- 
ttit  events  in  each  ministry  as  I  found  them  in  the  records 
f  the  town  and  parish.  That  some  representative  facts  may 
ave  escaped  my  notice,  is  quite  possible ;  and  that  undue 
tress  is  laid  upon  some  of  the  facts  which  I  have  noted,  is 
jually  possible.  I  can  only  say,  that  I  have  wished  to  give 
perfect  daguerreotype  likeness  of  every  feature  of  the  his- 
►ry. 


? 
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In  looking  back  through  two  hundred  years,  I  can  dUt^   r 
miY,  that  Modford  tios  not  had  more  than  its  share  of  religiM 
trmiN  ;  and  that,  under  thorn,  it  h«is  borne  itself  with 
gon«v,  dignity,  and  moderation.     If  the  troubles  of  two 
turit»s  1h»  gathered  into  the  mind  in  one  cluster,  they 
lie  many  and  great;  but,  when  historically  distributed  oi« 
MO  long  a  peric^l,  they  are  few  and  f;ir  between.     The  qn* 
tions  in   Sletltord  which  excited  the  deepest  interest,  mi 
Nonn*times  trailed  ont  the  warmest  words,  were  those  reladag 
to  the  locution  of  a  new  meeting-house ;  the  terms  of  tliB 
minister^  setthMnent,  and  the  amount  of  his  salary;  tbB 
aNNOssment   of  taxes  ;    the  changing  value  of  money,  mi 
the  modes  of  raising  it:  the  alteration  of  a  creed;  Mid  th 
frt»edom  of  the  pulpit.     Oi  all  these  I  felt  myself  called 
upon  to  be  recorder,  and  not   judge  ;   and  therefore  hiw 
given  the  tacts,  without  obtruding  my  pri^^ate  opinion. 

A  few  words  concerning  Sunday  schools,  and  this  pardcn- 
lar  history  closes.  Since  L'^:^*!).  Sunday  schools  have  multiplied 
greatly  in  Nov  Kngland,  and  books  and  manuals  for  them 
liave  aluninded.  The  tirst  parish  early  followed  the  auspi- 
cious gootl  examples,  and  established  a  school,  which  haditl 
suiHM"intendent  :  also  a  teacher  to  each  six  children;  and  a 

{'uvenile  library  ,  accessible  to  all  the  pupils.  This  school  hit 
lad  the  best  instructors  :  and  so  deep  has  grown  the  intereit 
in  Sunday  scluu^ls  and  in  the  other  schools  of  New  England, 
that  ours  iN  called  the  *'  children's  age."  It  was  believed  ihej 
were  ncctlcd.  lH\au>c  parents  did  not  sufficiently  inculcate 
Christian  doctrine  and  morals  in  their  tamilies,  nor  did  the 
ministers  communicaie  much  juvenile  instruction,  nor  could 
the  puMic  >chooU.  Th.cre  are  no  scales  that  can  weigh 
n\oral  clfects  ;  but  there  can  Iv  no  doubt  that  the  salutaiT 
iutluences  of  Sunday  schools  have  been  immense.  The 
whole  torce  o\  the  commoT;-s«.'hool  system  being  directed  to 
unfold  ai\d  sharpen  the  intellect  niiiinly,  monil  culture  in 
them  is  only  incidental.  A  conseipsence  is,  a  most  dispro- 
portionate development  of  mere  intellect:  aa:  if  the  aim  of 
lite  was  to  empower  a  child  to  gain  money  and  secure  office. 
The  consequence  of  this  is.  that  the  community  becomes 
tilled  with  men  whose  extensive  knowledge,  acute  reason, 
lH"»undless  ambition,  and  unscrupulous  seltishness.  make  them 
leaders  in  public  plunder  and  commercial  intidelity.  The 
more  enlightened  the  intellect  becomes,  unguided  by  con- 
science, the  more  adroit  it  makes  the  villain.     Mere  secular 
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is  no  secaritf  againtt  crime  ;  therefore  the  Son- 
1  came  to  the  relief  aad  rescue  of  society  when  it 
ed  that  something  more  was  necessary  to  make  mea 
ifaaa  to  make  them  ir^eUigent.  It  taught  that  the  affec- 
the  fioarce  of  happiness ;  and  it  endeavored  to 
Dp  the  moral  powers^  so  as  to  introdace  God  and  Christ 
ruth  and  heaven  as  permanent  occupants  of  the  souL 
be  true  that  the  acquisition  of  mere  science  and  Utera- 
(mparts  no  adequate  power  to  subdue  vicious  habit  or 
n  criminal  passion,  but  often  gives  keenness  to  their 
and  certainty  to  their  aim,  it  follows^  as  a  solemn  conse- 
that  every  patriot j  philanthropist^  and  Christian^  is 
ily  bound  to  patronize  the  Sunday  school. 

"commimion  plate*'  belonging  to  the  First  Church 
ft  history,  which  is  as  follows  ;  — 

silver  cops,  bought  by  the  church  in  1719^ 
^         „     gift  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Ward,  1725. 
n        n  n     Deacon  Thomas  Willis* 

n        n  n    ^^r*  Francis  Leathc,  1742. 

^        fs  11     Thomas  Brooks^  E^q'i  1759, 

lai^  silver  tankard^  with  a  cover, — gift  of  Kev*  Ebenezer 
1 17m 

smaller  silver  tankard,  with  a  cover,  —  gift  of  Francis  and 
Jliitmore,  1761. 

open,  silver  can,  —  gift  of  Hon.  Isaac  ^yal,  1781> 
er  dieh^  —  gift  of  Hon.  I^^aac  Royalt  17b9, 
^       ^  jj     Deacon  Etehard  Hall,  1814. 

^    cups,  „    Mr,  William  Wyman,  1815. 

»    flagons,       ^    Hon*  P.  C,  Brooks,  1823, 
j^    dish,  „    Mr*  David  Bucknam,  1324^ 

\  antique  sQyer  cup ;  donor  and  date  unknown* 
I  aOver  spoon ;  „       „       „  „ 

fiflver  cans,  —  gift  of  Tnrell  Tufts,  Esq,,  1842. 
^ously  to  1750,  there  were  the  following :  — 
pewter  fiagon, — gift  of  Hon.  John  Usher. 

„  „  „     Deacon  John  Whitmore. 

r     ^  „  bought  by  the  church^ 

^       dishes,  —  gift  of  Thomas  Tui'ks,  Esq. ;  and  two  pew- 
is,  bought  by  the  church. 
silver  baptismal  basin^ — gift  of  Mr.  John  WUlis,  1755. 

onel  Royal  gave  a  silver  cup  to  the  church  in  Medford ; 
being  an  abseoteej  suspected  of  not  Eking  the  Amer- 
rraliidoiLj  his  agent  could  not  deliver  the  cup  without 
ttire  authority.  The  following  public  document  will 
Mly  expl^  itself:  — 
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« COMMONWEALTH    OF    MABSAGHUSEnB. 

"In  Sbhatb,  Oct  i6» 111 

'^  On  the  petition  of  David  Osgood,  pastor  of  the  church  of  ( 
in  Medford,  in  behalf  of  said  church :  — 

*'  Resolved^  That,  for  the  reason  therein  mentioned,  the  agentofd 
estate  of  Isaac  Royal,  Esq.,  late  of  Medford,  an  absentee,  be^  i  ' 
hereby,  directed  to  deliver  a  certain  silver  cup,  referred  to  fc< 
said  petition,  belonging  to  the  said  absentee's  estate,  to  dn  ( 
David  Osgood,  for  the  use  of  the  church  in  Medford,  agreeib^l 
the  prayer  of  the  said  petition,  and  take  a  receipt  for  the  Bamtti 

^  Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

^  Samuel  Adams,  PresidMi 

"  Ik  thb  Housb  of  Rbp&bbemtativbb,  Got.  27»  1W» 
*'  Bead  and  concurred.  Nathaniel  Gorham,  Speahr. 

^Approved.  John  Hancock. 

**  A  true  copy. 
"Attest,  John  Avert,  See.* 

**  Mbdfobd,  Nov.  6, 178L 
"  Received  of  Simon  Tufls,  Esq.,  agent  for  the  estate  of  Imm 
Royal,  Esq.,  an  absentee,  the  silver  cup  mentioned  in  the  abon 
order  of  court  David  Osgood.* 

By  a  resolve  of  the  churcli,  in  1824,  the  pewter  dish  wn 
sold,  and  a  silver  one  purchased,  -^  thus  making  the  fonutuie 
of  the  table  entire  and  appropriate. 

AVCAPITUI^TIOir. 

Rev.  Aaron  Porter,        Settled  Feb.  11,  1713.  Died      Jan.  23, 1711 

„    Ebcnezer  TureU,         „  Nov.  26,  1724.  „         Dec    8, 1778. 

„    David  Osgood.            „  Sept.  14,  1774.  ,.        Deo.  12, 1821 

„    Andrew  Bigelow,       „  July    9,  1823.  Resigned  Jan.    9, 1827. 

„    Caleb  Stetson,            „  Feb.   28,  1827.  „        Mar.  24, 1841 

„    John  Fierpont,           „  Aug.    1,  1849. 


Desiring  that  full  justice  should  be  done  to  the  history  of 
each  religious  society  in  the  town,  I  gave  public  notice  ift 
1853^  that  whatever  account  should  be  furnished  of  any  so- 
ciety, by  its  pastor  or  committee,  should  be  inserted  in  these 
pages.  The  following  notices  have  been  sent,  and  they  ue 
accordingly  printed  without  alteration  ;  and  I  have  only  to 
wish  they  had  been  more  ample  in  details.  It  should  be 
recorded  of  all  the  religious  societies  of  Medford,  that  thef 
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ire  together  in  peace.     All  of  them  are  faithful  in  laboring 
:  the  same  great  and  holy  end,  —  the  mhaiion  of  souh ;  and 
mj  inmost  heart  I  wish  them  all  prosperity. 


* 
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Early  in  June,  18S3,  after  the  death  of  Rev.  David  Osgood, 

bd  soon  after  the  settlement  of  Rev.  Andrew  Bigelow  aji 

Iter  of  the  first  churchy  it  appeared  that  the  members  of 

the  church  entertained  dLfferent  Tiewa  of  Christian  doctrines  ; 

^hereupon  several  members  applied  respectfully  for  letters  of 

lismis^ionj  and  began  to  meet  by  themselves  for  the  worship 

'  God*     Itt  their  letter  §  addressed  to  the  church,  they  dia- 

Dlaim  personal  unfriendlinessj  and  base  their  action  solely  on 

:  grouBd  of  different  views  of  the  gospel;  particularly,  as 

Hey  say,  **  respecting  the  doctrines  of  the  Trinity,  the  native 

Dter  of  man,  the  divinity  and  atonement  of  Christ,  re- 

Ifeneration,  and  others  allied  to  these/' 

The  following  is  the  closing  extract  from  their  request :  — 

"  Under  these  Impressions,  dear  hrethreni  we,  conscientiously  and 
I  the  fear  of  God,  ask  from  the  church  letters  of  dismission,  for  the 
Ipiirpose  of  formiDg  ourselvesi,  in  a  regular  manner,  into  a  new  and 
iieparate  church  ;  and  while  we  deeply  lament  the  necessity,  which 
[we  think  exists,  for  such  a  measure,  we  wish  to  adopt  it  from  the 
:  desire  of  enjoying  religious  instriictioD  which  accords  with  our 
rs  of  the  system  of  truth  laid  down  in  the  gospel  oi  our  Lord 
fpod  SaTionr  Jesus  Christ'' 

The  following  is  the  closing  extract  of  the  reply  of  the 
ckarch,  after  some  reasoning  and  remonstrance  :  — 

**  We  shall  then  feel  ourselves  compelled  In  conscience,  on  the 
Iprtnciples  we  have  arowed  (viz.,  privilege  to  determine  our  own 
religious  convictioo.^),  to  allow  the  liberty  you  ask*  In  such  case, 
painful  aa  the  severance  is,  it  will  still  meet  with  our  sanction  ;  and} 
ihould  your  purpose  remain  unchanged,  we  formally  consent  hy  this 
cpur  letter. 

**  In  conclusion,  permit  us  to  assure  you,  that,  whether  In  union 
with  or  separated  from  us,  we  shall  ever  cherish  a  lively  and  affec- 
tion »te  solicitude  for  your  spiritual  and  immortal  welfare.  We 
winh  you  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  from  our  common  Lord*  It  is 
our  hearts'  desire,  that,  whatever  new  relations  you  may  mutually 
form,  you  may  be  edified  therein,  and  may  be  huiU  up  in  the  most 
holy  faith ;  and  we  implore  of  the  Lord,  that  both  we  and  you,  and 
alt  his  people,  may  glorify  him  with  that  holiness  which  becomes 
his  house  ibr  eirer-" 
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On  the  20th  of  Jnne^  1823,  a  public  meetiDg  mm  heWpi 
ft  now  society  fonned,  called  "  The  Second  CoE] 
Society  of  Mcdford/*      After  the   following    sabbath, 
mcinbcrM  of  the  new  society  fitted  up  a  hall  in  the  neighl 
hood  as  a  temporary  place  of  worship,  and  their  raeml 
gi'admilly  increased. 

Their  pulpit  was  guppUed  by  neighboring  clergymeat 
from  (he  Tlieological    Seminary  in  Andover,  till    Oct 
when  seventeen  members  from  the  first  church,  with 
members  of  other  churches  who  had  removed  lately  to 
ford,  bringing  with  them  letters  of  dismission,  were  organi 
into  a  church   by  an  ecclesiastical  council,  of  which 
William  Greenough,  of  Newton,  was  chosen  Modeistor; 
Bcv*  B.  B.  Wisner,  of  Boston,  Scribe* 

The  names  of  the  original  members  were  as  follows 
seventeen  first  mentioned  coming  from  the  first  chmrck 
Mcdford,  the  others  from  abroad)  :  — 

Galen  James,  Jesse  Crosby,  Thomas  Jameson,  GObcrt 
Blauchard,  Maiy  Clay,  Hephsibah  Fitch,  Nancy  Fitch,  Mar? 
Magoun,  Mary  Blanchard,  Elizabeth  Baily,  Harriet  (k 
Bogers,  Ann  Clay,  Mary  R.  James,  Mary  Blanchard,  2d, 
Nancy  Jameson,  Hafmak  Crosby,  Mary  Kidder,  James  Foir* 
sayth,  Nathaniel  Jaquith,  Thompson  Kidder,  Thomas  Pratt, 
John  Tp  White,  Jennet  Forsayth,  Fhebe  Pratt,  Cynthk 
White,  Lucy  Blanchard* 

An  act  incorporating  the  new  society  passed  the  Legisit* 
tiire,  Feb*  SI,  18^4,  and  measures  were  adopted  for  the 
erection  of  a  house  of  worship  ;  which,  when  completed,  wu 
dedicated  to  Fatlier,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  Sept,  1,  18S4; 
and,  at  the  time  of  the  dedication.  Rev,  Aaron  Warner,  who 
had  labored  with  acceptance  nearly  from  the  time  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  church,  was  m stalled  its  first  pa^or. 

His  ministry  of  eight  years  was  eminently  successfiiL 
There  were  many  accessions  to  the  congregation,  and  abo?e 
a  hundred  additions  to  the  church,  in  which  his  memory  if 
most  affectionately  cherished. 

He  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request,  on  account  of  infin 
health  in  his  family,  Oct,  2,  1832. 

His  successor  was  Rev.  Gordon  Winslow ;  ordained  Jl 
1£,  ISaS,  and  dismissed  Nov*  12,  18S4. 

After  him.  Rev.  Levi  Pratt  was  installed  pastor,  Aug, 
1SS5,  who  died  of  fever,  in  the  midst  of  his  labors  p  m 
lamented,  Aug.  9,  1887. 
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Tbe  next  pastor  was  Ee7.  A.  R.  Baker,  who  was  or  darned 
pril  25,  ISm 

During  his  loiniatry,  several  precioua  aeaions  of  revival 

!re  enjoyed,  the  church  and  congregatioo  increased j  atid 

ger  accommodadoixfl  m  the  house  of  worship  became  necet* 

From  ihia  time,  Zion's  children  began  to  say»  in  pro- 

hetic  language^  "  Give  us  room,  that  we  may  dwell ;  **  and 

e  church  became,  in  an  important  sense,  the  mother  of 

[hnrches.     Besides  furnishing  members  from  time  to  time 

r  the  organisation  of  several  evangelical  churches  of  other 

ienominations,  in  July,   1847,  she  sent  out  a  strong  colony, 

ty  in  number^  to  form  the  Mystic  church  of  Medford, 

a  flourishing  society. 
Mr.  Baker,  after  an  efficient  and  successful  ministry  of 
ver  ten  years,  was  dismissed  by  the  decision  of  an  ecclesiaa- 
ical  council  in  September,  1848. 
For  several  years  after,  the  church  was  without  a  settled 
tor,  passing  through  more  than  usual  trials  incident  to 
»uch  a  condition ;  until,  Feb.  25,  1852,  Rev.  E,  P.  Marvin, 
who  had  been  supplpng  the  desk  for  six  months  previous, 
was  installed  pastor.  Under  his  labors,  the  society  has  re- 
gained more  than  its  former  peace  and  prosperity* 

In  the  spring  of  1853,  they  harmoniously  renewed  their 
church  edifice,  —  replacing  the  desk  with  an  elegant  modem 
one,  and  the  pews  with  those  more  commodious  and  plea- 
sunt ;  and,  by  painting  and  furnishing  tastefully,  they  have 
rendered  their  church  one  of  the  most  appropriate  and  plea- 
sant places  of  religious  worship*  The  members  of  the  church 
now  number  about  170  or  180  ;  and,  as  they  look  back  at 
their  former  experience,  they  are  ready,  no  doubt,  to  adopt 
the  language  of  devout  Samuel :  "  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord 
helped  us," 
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This  society  was  formed  March  10,  18SL  The  meeting- 
bouse  was  built  in  183^,  and  completed  Aug*  10th  of  that  year. 
The  desk  was  supplied  by  transient  preachers  till  the  follow- 
ing spring.  In  April,  the  Rev,  Mn  Winslow  W.  Wright 
was  installed  as  pastor.  He  resigned  in  April,  18S5,  on 
account  of  ill  health*  Rev,  Joseph  Ban  field  was  soon  settled 
aa  his  successor,  but  resigned  in  1838.  Dn  Hosea  Ballou 
wstt  settled  in  April,  18S8.     The  meeting*house  was  remo- 
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Was  fbUowod,  in  1849*  by  Rev,  Wilkrd  Smiit,  who,  m 

>r8  mom  abundant,  was  an  instrument,  in  the  tuuitU  of 

of  tn  untold  amount  of  good  in  this  portion  of  God'« 

He  labored  here  two  years  ^  and  tcarS|  such  as 

shed  for  Paul,  e^ipres^ed  the  sorrow  felt  at  his  depart- 

tbe  Tears  1851^,  the  station  w^as  filled  by  Bev, 

D.  Morrill,  who,  as  usual^  labored  with  his  whole  sotil  for 

spiritual  benefit  of  his  charge. 

I  III  the  year  1855,  Rev.  John  Perkins^  in  the  spirit  of  his 

r,  and  with  tender  lore  and  zeal,  performed  the  dutieii 

pastor. 

He  was  foUowed  by  Rev*  Charles  Noble ;  who  was  suc- 
by  Rey,  Edward  S.  Best,  to  whose  watch^^are  it  is 
ancrusted« 

sperous  and  interesting  sabbath  school  has»  &om  the 
^been  connected  with  the  church,  where  much  good  has 
sn  done  for  the  rising  generation. 

"  I  the  commencement  of  the  present  year  (1855),  the 
ham  been  neatly  repaired,  and  now  presetiU  an  inTiting 
I  lo  those  who  worship  there. 


BAPTIST   SOCIETY. 

origin  of  the  first  Baptist  Society  in  Medford  was  in 
I  ftummer  of  1840,  when  a  number  of  persons  of  the  Bjiji- 
Brsuasion,  some  of  w^hom  had  long  been  residents  in  the 
f,  associated  themselves  together  for  the  purpose  of  sus- 
taining the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  and  especially  for  open^ 
tttg  a  place  of  worship  for  the  special  accommodation  of  the 
— iy  strangers  who  patrolled  our  streets  and  thronged  the 
»Iic  square  on  the  sabbath.     The  use  of  the  Town  Hall 
secured ;  and  public  worslup  commenced  on  the   16th 
August,    1840.      The   Rev.   Dr,    Lucius    M.   Bollea,   of 
ton  J  Secretary  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Union,  officiated 
as  clergyman,  and  preached  to  an  interested  and  attentive 
audience. 

The  meetings  were  continued,  with  growing  zeal,  until 

in  the  summer  of  1S41,  when  a  church  was  formed,  con- 

iting  of  twelve  members  ;   and  George  W,  Bosworth,  a 

raduate  of  the  Newton  Theological  Institution,  was  invited 

become  its  pastor*     A  council  of  delegates  firom  neighbor- 
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tug  Bmplitl  chureliei  was  eonTeoedj  Sept.  8,  ISil, 
vettry  of  Uio  Second  Congregatioiial 
dii«  orgBtiJtalioiiy  the  ootmcil  proceede 
elei  of  fiuth  itnd  coireti&iit  of  the  dmrcli ;  wlddi  ver 
ta  be  vubstantiallj  the  ssune  as  the  Nev  Hampshire 
to  called^  and  fticb  as  ar^  genemUy  adopted  bj  tbm 
CalviiiUtic  Baptuit  cburchea  la  New  England.  The 
then  proceeded  to  examine  the  pastor  elect ;  and^  after  a 
adjoumment,  the  public  seiriccs  of  recogBmng  die 
were  perform ed.  At  the  same  time,  and  bj  the  abore-iianei' 
couadl,  George  W.  Boaworth  was  publicly  ordained  to  tk 
work  or  the  gmptl  minktry.  Itev.  Itlr.  Boswortk  labored  ii 
hi«  in&nt  churr'h,  with  great  acceptance  and  ntooew,  Iv 
nearly  five  ycare  ;  when  he  found  that  the  demaiida  ef  hk 
family  required  a  larger  salary,  and  he  removed  to  a  wider 
fii!ld  of  labor.  He  reluctantly  yielded  to  a  necessity,  snd 
h^ft  Med  ford  etirly  in  1846^  greatly  to  the  grief  of  Ike 
church, 

A  tociety  wai  formed  to  act  in  concert  with  the  eki 
and  wsw  incorporaterl,  under  the  general  act  of  inccirpoi 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  May  29,  1842; 
application  of  Mosou  Parsons,  Lewis  C,  Sorutas,  Robert 
£!li,  William  Paraons,  and  others* 

Many  inconveniencea  were  experienced  by  the  church  sad 
society  from  worHhipping  in  a  pkce  so  common,  and  appro- 
priated  to  so  many  different  uses,  ai  the  Town  HalL  Fre- 
punitions  were  now  made  for  building  a  plain  and  neat  chapel 
for  tlic  better  accommodation  of  the  worshippers.  The  reij 
kind  and  fraternal  feeling  of  Dudley  UalU  Esq.j  enabled 
them  to  aecure  a  convenient  and  eligible  piece  of  kiid»  wl^ 
joining  the  old  hurying-ground,  near  the  centre  of  the  towiL 
riut  Mocicty  proceeded  to  erect  their  chapel  during  the  sum* 
mcr  of  1842 ;  being  kindly  assisted  by  some  of  their  fellow- 
^  citizeui,  among  whom  were  the  late  Peter  C.  Brooks,  Esq*, 
^d  others,  and  also  by  friends  of  adjoining  towns. 
On  the  14th  day  of  September,  1842,  their  chapel,  being 
finished  and  ready  for  occupancy,  was  publicly  dedicated  to 
le  service  and  worship  of  Almighty  God*  The  church  and 
Dciety,  rejoicing  that  they  could  now  worship  under  their 
own  vine  and  fig -tree,  gladly  removed  to  theii'  chapel,  where 
they  still  worship.  After  the  removal  of  Mr.  Boswortk,  the 
church  and  society  were  for  some  months  destitute  of  a  pas- 
tor I  when  they  united  in  the  election  of  Bev,  B.  C,  Grafton, 
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mrnerlj  of  West  Cambridge,  as  their  pastor.  Bev.  Mr. 
3ittfton  continued  but  a  few  months  in  this  relation,  leaving 
he  people  again  destitute  of  an  under-shepherd.  Some 
nondis  now  elapsed ;  when  Mr.  G.  F.  Danforth,  a  graduate 
tf  New  Hampden,  N.H.,  was  called,  publicly  ordained,  and 
DStalled  as  pastor.  Rev.  Mr.  Danforth  resigned  his  pastoral 
elation  after  the  brief  period  of  little  more  than  a  year.  A 
lestitution  of  some  months  followed,  when  the  people  again 
ucoeeded  in  calling  a  minister  to  supply  the  sacred  desk ; 
nd  the  Rev.  E.  K.  Fuller,  of  Somerset,  Mass.,  was  invited 
o  fill  the  sacred  office.  Rev.  Mr.  Fuller  commenced  his 
eibors  on  the  1st  of  April,  1849,  and  continued  his  work, 
Fith  much  success,  until  April  1,  1854,  —  a  period  of  five 
ears. 

Notwithstanding  the  too  frequent  changes  in  the  pastoral 
elation,  it  has  been  the  good  fortiine  of  this  church  and 
ociety  to  enjoy  its  full  share  of  increase  and  prosperity. 
Since  its  organization,  two  new  societies  of  the  Protestant 
aith  have  been  formed  in  Medford,  and  two  new  churches 
lave  been  built.  Ours  is  the  only  Baptist  church  in  the 
own  ;  but  the  increase  of  population,  and  the  spread  of  our 
'aith,  have  combined  to  make  our  present  place  of  worship 
nuch  too  limited  to  accommodate  the  regular  worshippers ; 
md  we  contemplate,  as  early  as  practicable,  the  removal  of  our 
neeting-house,  and  the  erection  of  another,  of  more  modem 
irchitecture,  and  much  larger  dimensions.  We  also  take 
)lea8ure  in  acknowledging  the  generous  gift  of  a  piece  of 
ground,  by  Dudley  Hall,  Esq.,  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging 
»ur  meeting-house  lot.  The  church  and  society  have  recently 
)een  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  the  pastoral  services  of  Rev. 
Chomas  E.  Keely,  the  former  successful  pastor,  for  a  num- 
)er  of  years,  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Kingston,  Mass.  That 
lis  labors  may  be  owned  and  blessed  of  the  great  Head  of  the 
thurch,  and  that  the  little  one  may  continue,  increase,  and 
nultiply,  bringing  glory  to  God  and  salvation  to  souls,  is  the 
)rayer  of  the  flock. 

MYSTIC   CHURCH. 

This  third  Congregational  Society  in  Medford  had  its 
nigin  in  the  second  society.  From  its  printed  documents, 
he  following  history  is  extracted :  — 

^  In  consequence  of  some  difference  of  opinion  in  the  church,  a 
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ct>nf(*rf*nec  of  four  neighboring  ckrgymen  was  eftlled,  In 
1H17,  ta  whom  wrre  iuhmitted  stiill^tles  and  other  fuctit,  sbowini; 
nAHU^istily  of  incTrJised  ehurch  aeeooimocbtton  for  the  oi 
Con^rognttoniilists*  At  this  ennference.r  Hev.  Mr,  Baker  sod  I 
lnr|2t!  iujmlK*r  iif  tlii*  brethren  of  the  Second  Chiireh  wt?re  preMOt 
Am  iht*  n*f*ull,  it  WHS  lUe  unanimous  opinion  of  the  clergj^iiiea  frOBi 
Ahroiid,  and  nearly  as  uniinimou^ly  tlie  opinion  of  the  brethren  vbl 
war6  prase nt,  ihnt  it  was  bij^hly  eitpedient  timt  a  new  eburdi  ttl 
i^onjff  regal  ion  ^bonid  be  formed* 

**  In  purc^uanoe  of  thi^^  advice,  with  the  nearly  unanimous  coiUMt 
of  (be  Second  Church,  separate  woni^hip  was  established  in  ibe  Town 
llall,  May  0*  1H17,  A  new  ehureh,  cidled  the  Mystic  Cbtirch,  wai 
htire  organ isted,  with  mxiy  membet^,  by  a  largi;!  e eel e^^iast leal  vmiih 
cil,  tho  Cth  of  July.  Rev%  Abner  B,  Warner,  a  nephew  of  iie^. 
I'rofeiiBor  Warner »  the  first  paiilor  of  the  Second  Churchj  mm 
initalled  over  tho  Myatk  Churtrbj  Oct,  27  of  the  same  year- 
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"  Bulovrd  Friends,  —  You  have  presented  yourselves  before 
and  liii;  pec»ph%  and  the  world,  to  make  a  public  profession  of  yoat 
faiib,  and  to  take  on  you  the  bonds  of  on  everlasting  corenanL 

"  We  Irusl  you  liave  well  considered  the  nature  of  this  tmnsie- 
tion,  the  moM  solemn  and  momentous  In  which  a  mortal  can  engage; 
that  you  art*  prepared  by  divine  grace  to  renew  in  public  that  OOEI- 
tteradon  to  (lod  which  you  have  made  in  pnvate ;  and  that  yod 
deem  St  a  duty,  as  well  m  a  privilege^  thus  to  unite  yourselves  witli 
the  fol lowers  of  Chriat* 

^  Having  been  duly  examined  and  propounded,  and  having  giv@a 

Sear  iiaent  in  jirtvate  to  tlie  Articles  of  Faith,  you  will  now  pab- 
cly  profess  the  same. 


^  Abt.  L  —  Tou  believe  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  Neir 
Tittaments  are  given  by  mspi ration  of  God,  and  that  thej  contaifl 
tin  only  perfect  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 

'*Aht,  2. — You  believe  in  the  existence  of  one  etemah  un- 
ci mngeable,  and  glorious  Ood^  subsisting  in  tliree  persons,  Fatberr 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost;  and  that  these  three  so  exist  that  they  are 
really  and  truly  God. 

^'  Akt.  3.  —  You  believe  that  God  made  all  things  for  himself^ 
and  that  he  governs  the  universe  according  to  the  counsel  of  hii 
own  will,  and  that  all  events  will  be  made  subservient  to  hii  wilt 
and  benevolent  designs* 

"  Art*  4.  —  You  believe  that  man  was  created  in  the  image  of 
God,  in  a  state  of  rectitude  and  holiness  i  that  he  fell  from  that 
itate  by  transgressing  the  diTine  law ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  original  apostaiy,  the  heart  of  man,  in  his  natural  state,  is  destt* 
tute  of  holiness,  and  inclined  to  evtl ;  and  that  all  men,  previous  to 
r^eneratJon,  are  dead  in  trespasses  and  etna. 
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kHT*  5.  —  You  believe  that  Cbrist  Jesoa  fins,  by  his  mfferings 
.  death,  made  atonement  for  §in  :  and  that  at  1  who  are  saved  are 
Mimd  whoJlj  bj  grace^  through  the  redemption  which  there  is  in 

'.  6-  —  Ton  believe  that  salvation  b  freely  offered  to  all 
'  thai  all  men  are  under  obligation  immedialely  to  embrace 

goopel ;  bat  that  such  is  the  depravity  of  the  human  heart,  that 

man  will  come  to  Chnst  until  he  h  renewed  by  the  special 

ncy  of  the  Holy  SpinL 

**  Art;  7*  —  Ton  believe  that  all  who  embrace  the  gospel  were, 
za  the  beginnings  cho^n  unto  salvation,  through  sancdfication  of 

Spirit  and  belief  of  the  truth ;  and  that  they  will  be  kept  by  the 
wer  of  God,  through  faith,  unto  salvation. 

ArTh^  Si  —  Yoti  believe  that  there  vrill  be  a  resurrection  of  the 
and  of  the  unjust,  and  a  day  of  general  judgment  j  and  that 
*  will  go  away  into  punishment,  and  the  rigjxtaons  into 

_  both  of  which  will  be  without  end. 

Abt.  &.  —  You  believe  that  in  this  world  the  Lord  Jesus  Chnst 
a  a  visible  church,  the  terms  of  admission  to  which  are  a  credible 
idence  of  regeneration,  baptism,  and  a  public  profession  of  faith 

Christ ;  that  the  ordinances  of  baptism  and  the  Lord*s  Supper 
&to  be  observed  to  the  end  of  the  worfd ;  that  none  biic  members 
the  visible  chnrcfa  have  a  right  to  the  Lord's  Supper ;  and  that 
chj  and  such  only,  have  a  right  to  dedicate  their  infant  offspring 
baptism. 
"  Do  you  thus  profess  and  believe  ? 


"You  come  sensible  that  you  are  sinners;  that  you  have  de- 
lated from  your  Maker,  and  have  lived  under  the  influence  of  that 
Md  mind  which  is  enmity  against  God  i  that  you  have  broken 
law,  and  abused  his  love,  and  that  you  are  unworthy  his  favor; 
you  give  up  yourselves  to  this  God  Jehovah  as  your  Gad  and 
BlAer,  to  the  Lord  Je^us  Christ  as  your  onty  ^Smiotify  and  to  the 
oly  Ghoit  as  your  Guide^  Sancti/er,  and  Comforter;  and,  in  this 
iblic  manner,  you  dedicate  yourselves  to  God  in  the  bonds  of  his 
erlastlng  coven  an  t« 

"  You  unreservedly  surrender  all  you  have  and  are  to  his  sove^ 
EgD  disposal ;  nnd  engage  henceforth  to  live  to  him,  and  not  to 
upselves- 

**  Depending  on  his  grace,  you  promise  to  perform  the  various 
Unties  you  owe  to  God,  to  your  fellow -creatures,  and  to  yourselves 
^and  to  bring  up  all  committed  to  your  care  in  the  nurture  and 
lonition  of  the  Lord)* 
**  You  also  covenant  and  engage,  that  you  will  sanctify  the  sab- 
|hr  and  adorn  your  profession  by  a  faith tul  adherence  to  the  wor^ 
ip  of  God's  house,  and  by  diligently  attending  on  all  Christian 
linances,  and  holding  communion  in  them.,  with  this  church,  aa 
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God  in  his  weird  enjoina ;  that  you  will  watch  over  your 
m  lo7e,  faithfully  feprovinp;  them  when  they  go  a&triiy ;  and 
you  will  submit  to 'the  discipline  of  Christ  in  hia  house,  and  lo 
regular  administration  of  it  in  this  chureh,  —  seeking  its  pe&£t  i»J 
welfare  in  all  things,  so  long  as  God  tihall  continue  yotj  here. 
**  Thus  you  covenant  and  engage.     ( Here  the  ebureb  rifte-) 
'''I,  then,  in  the  presence  of  God  and  the&e  witnesses,  and  in 
name  of  the  Lord  Jeans  Christ,  pronounce  you  a  member  of  t 
branch  of  his  visible  ehurcli ;  and  we  covenant  and  engage  to  1 
you  as  such}  and,  in  the  connection  we  now  sustajE  with  jcni,  In 
watch  over  you  in  the  spirit  of  meekness  and  love,  as  your  bretbna 
and  Biaters  in  the  Lord* 

**  And  DOW,  Ijdoved  in  Christ,  remember  that  the  vows  of  God 
are  upon  you,  and  wiD  remain  through  life,  in  death,  at  the  judg- 
ment-seat, and  for  ever.  The  Lord  preserve  and  guide  you  in  tiw 
path  of  rig Hj^eous cess  and  peace,  give  you  triumph  through  faith  in 
the  hour  of  death,  and  at  last  receive  you  and  us  to  that  blessed 
world  where  our  communion  and  joy  shall  b©  for  ever  pcrftwL 
Amen. 

**nunM  vaiNoxpiAH* 

**  1*  Thia  church  is  independent,  so  far  as  relates  to  its  intecod 
organization  and  the  regulation  of  its  atfkirs ;  it  controls  the  adnuil- 
ston,  discipUne,  and  removal  of  its  members,  according  lo  its  o«l 
understanding  of  the  word  of  God. 

"  2.  This  church  will  eatteud  to  other  evangelical  CongregaUoMl 
chttfche^,  and  receive  from  them,  that  fellowship,  advice,  and  assist- 
ance which  the  law  of  Christ  requires.  It  will  extend  the  tistsal 
rights  of  communion,  and  practise  the  usual  transrer  of  membefi^ 
according  to  its  own  convictions  of  duty. 

"  3*  This  church  will  grant  dismissions  and  recommendatiom 
those  members  who  are  in  good  standing,  and  who  conscit*ntj< 
prefer  uniting  with   other  churches  of  any  evangehcal   dem 
nation,  when  they  apply  in  a  regular  manner,  and  with  a  Ohrisi 
spirit. 

"  4.  This  church  deems  it  irregular,  if  any  members  withdraw 
from  them,  and  unite  in  communion  and  worship  with  other 
churches,  either  on  account  of  any  ofience,  or  on  the  plea  of  better 
edification,  without  g:iving  notice  to  the  church,  and  requesting  a 
dismission*  j| 

^  5.  Any  member  having  cause  of  complaint  against  another,  ■ 
cases  of  personal  o€ence,  should  immediately  seek  to  have  It 
removed  in  a  Christian  manner,  the  directions  given  in  Matt.  xviiL 
15-17  being  his  guide* 

"  6.  In  cases  of  otifenca  against  the  church,  it  is  the  dutj  of 
member  cognizant  of  it  to  seek  at  once  to  have  it  removed,  by 
Honal  labor,  before  making  it  a  matter  of  public  complaint. 

*'  7,  It  is  a  recognized  priodple  in  civil  society,  that  every 
shall  bear  his  proportion  to  the  support  of  its  ]n9tJtution&     Thb 
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( H  as  equally  binding  npon  the  members  of  Christ's 
that  they  shall  bear  their  jnst  proportion  to  the  support  of 
kgospd. 

^  &  This  church  regards  slaveholding,  the  traffic  in  and  «use  of 
intozicating  drinks  as  a  beverage,  gambling,  and  such  like  things, 
m  inconsistent  with  ehristian  character. 

^  9.  This  church  affectionately,  yet  earnestly,  entreats  its  members 
te  aroid  all  connection  with  dancing  assemblies,  theatrical  exhibi- 
» secret  societies,  and  similar  associations,  as  tending  practi- 
cally to  weaken  the  bond  of  Christian  brotherhood,  and  to  bring  a 
t^roadi  upon  the  cause  o£  their  Master. 

The  present  house  of  worship  was  dedicated  Feb.  14, 1849. 
Eev.  A.  B.  Warner  died  May  26,  1853.  Rev.  Jacob  M. 
Manning  was  ordained  pastor  Jan.  5^  1854. 


GRACE   CHURCH. 

The  liturgy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  was  first 
used  in  public  worship,  in  Medford,  on  Christmas  Eve,  A.D. 
1847.  About  the  same  time,  a  hall  was  procured,  and  the 
services  of  a  clergyman  were  engaged  for  a  limited  time,  in 
the  hope  that  it  might  be  found  expedient  to  form  a  parish. 
It  soon  became  manifest  that  a  sufficient  number  of  persons 
vere  interested  in  the  enterprise  to  justify  this  step,  and  a 
meeting  was  accordingly  called ;  and,  on  the  15th  day  of 
February,  A.D.  1848,  a  parish  was  legally  organized,  under 
the  name  of  Grace  Church.  In  March  following,  the  Rev. 
David  Greene  Haskins  was  chosen  rector.  In  September, 
1849,  measures  were  taken  for  building  a  church.  A  conve- 
nient location  was  chosen,  and  a  small  but  neat  and  beautiful 
edifice  was  erected,  and,  on  the  11th  of  May,  1850,  conse- 
crated to  the  worship  of  God. 

Mr.  .Haskins  retained  the  charge  of  the  parish  until 
February,  1852 ;  when  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by 
the  Bev.  Justin  Field,  the  present  rector. 
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EDUCATION. 

RiUGiox,  ami  lore  of  libertr,  brought  oar  pilgrim 
to  MedfbrtI ;  and  as  these  principles  sprang  in  them  fim 
intelligence  and  rirtue*  so  they  revealed  to  &m  the  need,  d 
intelligence  and  virtue  in  their  oi!spring.  To  edacate,  diem* 
fere,  was  to  legislate  for  the  future.  The  establishment  of 
schools,  during  the  first  rears  of  their  residence,  was  m 
impossibility ;  and,  consequently,  domestic  instruction  wu 
the  only  alternative.  The  Bible  and  Primer  were  the  xeidr 
ing-books.  In  those  towns  or  plantations  where  a  clergjmiA 
could  be  supported,  he  usually  occupied  much  of  his  tmie  ii 
teaching  the  young :  and  it  was  common  for  boys  to  ht 
received  into  the  minister*s  £imily  to  be  prepared  for  coDm. 
Those  pastors  who  had  been  silenced  in  England,  and  im 
came  here  to  minister  to  the  scattered  flocks  in  the  wilda^ 
nessy  were  men  of  strong  thought  and  sound  scholanhb; 
and  they  kept  up  the  standard  of  education.  From  w 
necessities  of  their  condition,  however,  it  is  apparent  dMt 
the  children  of  our  ancestors  must  have  been  scantily  tangh^ 
and  their  grandchililren  stiU  greater  sufferers ;  for  leano^ 
follows  wtKilth. 

The  first  movement  for  the  establishment  of  schools  tbok 
place  under  the  administration  of  Governor  Prence ;  and,  d 
his  suggestion,  the  following  order  was  passed  in  the  Cokiif 

Court,  1663 :  — 

t 

'^  It  is  proposed  b j  the  Court  onto  the  several  townships  in  Ail 
jorisdictHNi*  as  a  thing  tbej  ought  to  take  into  their  serious  coefr 
deratioD.  that  some  «>arse  maj  be  taken*  that  in  every  town  then 
ster  set  an,  to  train  up  children  in  readiBS  sad 


may  be  a  schoolmaster  set  op,  to  train  up 
writiag. 

**  In  1670,  tlie  Court  did  freely  give  and  grant  all  such  profits  sf 
might  or  should  accrue  annually  to  the  Colony  for  fishing  with  a  m/L 
or  seines  at  Cape  Cod  for  madLereL  bass,  or  herrings*  to  be  mi> 
proved  for  and  towards  a  /nt  teMooij  in  some  town  in  this  J 
tion,  for  the  training  up  of  youth  in  literature,  for  the  good 
benefit  of  posterity,  —  provided  a  b^^nning  be  made  ~  ~ 
Kriaid  grant" 
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The  occupants  of  the  Medford  plantation,  being  few  and 
obr,  secured  instruction  to  their  children  by  domestic  teach- 
ig,  and  by  using  the  schools  of  the  neighboring  towns, 
'owards  the  support  of  those  schools,  they  were  required  by 
iw  to  contribute ;  and  that  they  were  benefited  by  them,  is 
pparent  from  the  £Eict,  that  all  the  persons  who  appear, 
irough  a  series  of  years,  as  officers  in  the  town,  were  well 
ducai^  The  leading  idea  of  emigration  to  this  country, 
nd  the  spirit  of  the  age,  would  not  allow  them  to  neglect 
Sucation.  They  provided  for  it  in  a  way  that  did  not 
squire  public  record  at  the  time. 

In  1701,  the  penalty  imposed  by  the  Legislature  upon 
ywns  for  neglecting  to  provide  grammar  schools  was  twenty 
ounds.  It  was  required  that*'' the  schoolmaster  should  be 
ppointed  by  the  ministers  of  the  town  and  the  ministers  of 
16  two  next  adjacent  towns,  or  any  two  of  them,  by  cele- 
stes under  their  hands." 

These  early  resolve's  concerning  schools  and  education 
idubitably  prove  two  things  :  first,  that  our  Puritan  Fathers 
•eHeved  that  the  establishment  of  schools  was  a  duty  they 
wed  to  justice  and  humanity,  to  freedom  and  religion ;  and, 
eoond,  that  they  had  resolved  that  these  schools  should  be 
lOBL  Here,  then,  was  a  new  idea  introduced  to  the  world, 
^frtt  schooU  !  And,  from  free  schools  and  congregational 
:hiirches,  what  could  result  but  republicanism  1  They  held 
>or  republic  as  the  acorn  holds  the  oak.  It  is  important  to 
itifte  that  free  schools  originated  in  Massachusetts. 

In  1671,  Sir  William  Berkeley,  first  Governor  of  Virginia, 
writes  to  the  king  thus :  — 

''I  thank  Qod  there  are.  no  free  schools  nor  printing-presses  here, 
and  I  trust  there  will  not  be  this  hundred  years ;  for  learning  breeds 
op  heresies  and  sects  and  all  abominations.     Grod  save  us  from 

Now  look  at  Massachusetts.  The  Bev.  John  'Robin- 
son, before  the  Pilgrims  left  Leyden,  charged  them  to 
build  churches,  establish  schools,  and  read  the  Bible  with- 
out sectarian  prejudice.  He  said,  ^'  I  am  convinced  that 
Sod  has  more  light  yet  to  break  forth  out  of  his  holy  word, 
deceive  such  light  gladly."  Our  fiaahers  acted  on  this  wise, 
Christian,  and  republican  advice,  and  engaged  Philemon 
^onnomit  *'  to  teach  the  children ;  for  which  he  was  to  be  paid 
hirty  acres  of  ground  by  the   public   authorities*"     How 
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accordant  this  with  that  noble  resolve  of  New  Ba^nlpti 
establish  a  college,  ''  to  the  end  that  good  leami 
be  buried  in  the  graves  of  our  fathers  " !  It  is 
read  in  the  early  records  of  Medford,  when  a  special  ttfm 
meeting  was  called  for  this  only  purpose,  —  via.,  **to  wmi 
the  town  will  have  a  school  kept  for  three  monthsy'^^-loidl 
every  voter  in  favor  of  it,  and,  at  the  end  of  thu  wl% 
appending  these  immortal  words,  —  ^'  and  this  scHodLma 

BK   KRKR." 

Here  wc  have,  in  short  compass,  the  different 
and  opposite  ])olicie8  of  two  settlements :  the  one 
tizing  free  schools  and  printing-presses ;  the  other  doing  il 
it  can  for  free  inquiry,  universal  culture,  and  progressis 
trutL  The  natural  result  of  one  system  is  to  overma  a 
state  with  slavery,  darken  it  with  ignorance,  pinch  it  vilk 
poverty,  and  curse  it  with  irreligion ;  the  natural  lesah  d 
the  other  is  to  fill  a  state  with  freemen,  to  enlighten  it  vilk 
knowledge,  to  expand  it  with  wealth,  and  to  Uesi  vidi 
Christianity. 

We  should  never  cease  to  thank  God  that  our 
though  surrounded  by  savage  foes  and  doomed  to  pomlf 
and  self-denial,  laid  deep  the  foundations  of  that  system  si 
common  schools  which  is  now  the  nursery  of  intelligoMip 
the  basis  of  virtue,  the  pledge  of  freedom,  and  the  hope  d 
the  world. 

The  course  of  instruction  was  narrow  and  partial.  Eaek 
hungry  child  got  a  crust ;  but  no  one  had  a  full  meaL  Thi 
New  England  Primer  was  the  first  book,  the  Spelling-book 
the  second,  and  the  Psalter  the  last.  Arithmetic  and  writing 
found  special  attention  ;  grammar  and  geography  were  thought 
less  needful.  The  school  was  opened  and  closed  with  road- 
ing  the  Scriptures  and  the  offerings  of  prayer.  The  houn 
were  from  nine  to  twelve  o'clock,  and  from  one  to  fcsr. 
Thursday  and  Saturday  afternoons  were  vacations. 

For  the  next  fifty  years,  the  inhabitants  of  Medford  sup- 
ported their  schools  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  they  could,  becaaN 
their  means  were  not  abundant.  The  spirit  was  willing,  bat 
the  flesh  was  weak.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Porter  acted  as  privals 
teacher,  and  doubtless  rendered  great  help  to  the  cause  of 
education. 

1700 :  Neal  says,  "  Hardly  a  child  of  nine  or  ten  years  oU, 
throughout  the  whole  country,  but  can  read  and  write,  and 
say  his  catechism." 
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Not.  80,  1719^  a  special  meeting  was  held,  "to  sec  if  a 
j^ghool  shall  be  established  for  four  months.  Voted  in  the 
■fennative,  i^lso  voted  that  the  town  will  allow  Mr,  Davi- 
H^  three  pounds  monej  for  keeping  the  school  the  time 
|bove  said^  and  also  to  diet  him  for  the  town,'*  Heretofore, 
schools  had  been  kept  in  private  houses ;  but,  Feb*  2^,  1720, 

twas  voted  to  buikl  a  school  ho  use, 
Dec.  1£,  nSO :  Two  schools  proposed  and  organized  for 
e  first  time  ;  one  for  the  west  endj  and  the  other  for  the 
msmL  Mr.  Caleb  Brooks  was  cng^iged  to  keep  the  west  school 
for  three  months,  at  two  pounds  per  month  i  Mr.  Henry 
Davison  the  east,  at  the  same  price. 

In  these  ways,  primary  instruction  was  provided  for. 
Althoughj  in  their  votes^  they  used  the  word  **  established/* 
il  could  not  be  strictly  tme ;  for  there  was  no  school  esta- 
biished,  as  we  underst-and  the  term.  Money  raised  for  schools 
was  not  at  first  pot  among  the  town  charges,  but  raised  as  a 
tseparate  tax.  Schools  were  any  thing  but  perennial ;  they 
could  hardly  be  dignified  with  the  title  of  semi-annual,  and 
sometimes  almost  deserved  the  sobriquet  of  ephemeral*  At 
first  they  were  kept  in  a  central  "  angle,"  or  "  squadron," 
which  meant  duirict ;  the  next  improvement  was  to  keep  a 
third  of  the  time  in  one  extremity,  a  third  in  the  opposite, 
«nd  a  third  in  the  centre*  Sometimes  the  money  raised  for 
the  support  of  the  school  was  divided  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  polls,  and  sometimes  according  to  the  number  of  chil- 
dren* The  church  and  the  school  were,  with  our  fathers,  the 
aJpba  and  omega  of  town  policy. 

^  "  Oct  5,  1730 :  Voted  to  build  a  new  schoolhonse." 
■btne  day  :  "  Voted  to  set  up  a  reading  and  writing  school 
^m  «ix  months*" 

March  11,  1771 :  "Voted  to  build  the  schoolhouse  upon 
the  land  behind  the  meeting-house,  on  the  north-west  comer 
of  the  land." 

1776 :  Voted  that  the  master  instruct  girls  two  hours  after 
the  boys  are  dismissed. 

By  a  traditional  blindness,  we  charitably  presume  it  must 
have  been^  our  early  fathers  did  not  see  that  females  required 
and  deserved  instruction  equally  with  males ;  we  therefore 
find  the  first  provisions  for  primary  schools  confined  to  boys* 
As  light  broke  in,  they  allowed  girls  to  attend  the  public 
school  two  hours  per  day  ;  and  it  was  not  until  April  5,  1790, 
that  the  question  was  formally  considered.     On  that  day,  a 
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comniittaa  wai  chaseB  to  mqntre  "if  it  be  ^^pedkat 
girU  to  attend  the  master's  schooi'*     The  cammittre 
recommended  the  aiBrtnatiYe  ;  wher^i]pon>  at  the  tiext 
meetingy  it  was  voted  **  that  girl»  have  liberty  to  altead 
inaAter^school  during  three  summer  moiith&-** 

"  Jane  20,  1794 :  Voted  that  females  attend  tlie 
«cbool  Beparately,  from  the  Ut  of  May  to  the  1st  of 
four  bourn  each  day  ;  and  that  the  boys  attend  four  homi 
day,— Thursday  and  Saturday  afternoons  being  vi 
No  006  waa  admitted  under  seven  yeari  of  age,  nor  u: 
could  read  and  spell.     Woman^  as  the  first  instructor  of 
necda  a  double  portion  of  cultiire ;  and^  when  we  starve 
ttOtheTp  we  curse  the  cradle* 

Tli»  course  of  study  was,  for  the  most  part,  meagre 
ijiipoverishing.     The  healthy  cimoRity  of  the  mind  wia 
on  the  dryest  husks  of  grammar,  arithmetic,  apellingt 
reading*     Whatever  could  be  turned  to  pecnnivy  gmv 
th»  great  object  in  the  selection  of  studies.    Webgter't  8 
ing-boolcj   American   Preceptor,   Young    Lady's   AcciA 
Pike's  Arithmetic,  and  Morse's  Geography,  were  the 
out  of  which  pupils  were  commanded  to  dig  the  gold^i 
of  all  useful  knowledge.     The  books  were  made  witk 
•light  apprehtmeion  of  a  child's  mode  of  thought      T 
seemed  to  take  for  graxited  that  the  pupil  knew  the 
things  they  proposed  to  teach  him.     They  abounded 
mlesi  without  giving  any  instruction,  concerning  the 

Eles  out  of  which  the  rules  rose.     It  was  somewhat 
kcturing  on  optics  to  the  blind,  or  on  music  to  the  deaf. 

May  5,  1795  ;  On  this  day,  the  town  Toted  to  build  a 
brick  Bchoolhouse  behind  the  meeting-house.  They  agreed 
*'  to  give  William  Woodbridge  two  hundred  and  twetttT 
poundij  with  the  cjd  schoolhouse,  to  build  it."  Tliis  bourt 
consisted  of  one  large  room,  sufficient  for  sixty  or  seveHtj 
children,  and  was  arranged  after  the  newest  models,  and  fai* 
nisbed  with  green  blinda*  On  the  north  side  sat  the  girh, 
and  on  the  south  the  boys,  constantly  tempting  each  other  t« 
laugh  and  play. 

March  I,  1802 :  "  Voted  that  the  *  Koyal  *  donatian  be  tf^ 
propriiated  to  pay  the  schooling  of  poor  children,  as  last  yeu^ 

May  6, 1805 :  Voted  to  procure  a  lot  for  a  schoolhouse 
Gravelly  Bridge*   Voted  **  to  choose  a  committee  to  look 
piece  of  land  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  procure  materials  (: 
a  schoolhouse),  and  repoa't  their  doings  at  March  meetinj 
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March  7,  1807;  Voted  to  enlarge  the  schoolhouie,  and 
di^  a  welL  After  thia  was  done,  the  girls  and  boys  were 
taught  in  separate  rooms.  Until  this  time  there  had  been 
but  one  public  free  school  m  the  town ;  and  this  was  all  that 
WAS  then  deemed  necessary.  It  was  taught  by  an  accom- 
plidbed  master  through  the  year.  After  this  timej  two  schools 
were  not  too  many,  and  the  town  cheerfully  sustained  them. 
tio  provision  had  been  niade  for  what  are  now  called  **  pri-  ' 
nary  schools ;  "  and  therefore  every  parent  was  obliged  to 
la^r  far  the  schooling  of  his  children  until  they  had  reached 
|i«  age  of  seven,  when  they  could  lawfully  enter  the  grammar 
lehooL  So  late  as  1813,  children  under  seven  years  of  age 
rere,  by  vote,  prohibited  from  entering  the  grammar  schools. 
The  *^  dame  schools,"  or,  as  they  were  often  called,  the 
*-  marm  schoolsj"  were  numerous*  Some  vestal  dames,  whom 
t  would  not  be  profanation  to  call  "  sacred,"  and  who  never 
eemed  young  to  their  pupils^  continued^  through  many 
r^ars,  to  teach  the  young  their  first  steps  on  the  high  and 
lerilous  ladder  of  learning.  With  what  fidelity  they  adminis- 
ered  the  accustomed  kisses,  alphabet,  and  hirchj  some  of  ua 
mn  never  forget.  Twelve  cents  per  week,  paid  on  each 
Ulonday  morning,  secured  to  each  pupil  an  abundance  of 
Hotherly  care,  nseful  knowledge,  and  salutary  discipline. 
>iir  town  rejoiced  in  a  **  Marm  Betty.'*  After  all,  these 
idu^ola  were  more  important  to  society  than  the  march  of 
irmies  or  the  sailing  of  fleets  ;  for  they  laid  well  the  first  fouB- 
iaiion-stones  of  that  immortal  edifice,  —  human  character- 
Since  1799,  a  law  had  existed  in  the  town,  pledging  it  to 
pay  for  the  inatruction  of  poor  children  at  the  dame  schools. 
Whittling  seems  native  to  New  England  boys.  March  7, 
1808,  the  town  voted  to  repair  the  seats  and  benches  in  the 
ichoolhouse. 

In  1817,  female  teachers  for  the  female  department  were 
preferred*  They  taught  through  six  months  only*  In  1818, 
irhen  Medford  had  two  hundred  and  two  familiesi  the 
expenses  of  the  schools  were  as  follows  ;  — 

Master  for  one  year,  at  $20  per  month J240 

Board  for  the  same,  at  $3  per  week t     •     *     •     15G 

Uaiter  four  months^  at  $20  per  monlh  * *       80 

Boai^  for  the  same,  at  $3  per  week  •*•-•...•  5*3 
rhree  female  teachers  twenty-five  weeks  each^  it  f  4  .  .  .  300 
Uent  for  schoolbouse^  for  female  gchools •       45 

$875 
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April  1, 1828:  Voted  to  build  a  new  sehooUioiiM  ^m 
the  front  line  of  the  burying-place.'' 

Nov.  1,  1824 :  Voted  to  divide  the  town  into  two  dktdrtii 
to  be  called  Eastern  and  Western ;  and  the  $1,200,  Totedtt 
year  for  the  support  of  the  schools,  was  to  be  divided  eq[aal 
between  the  districts.  In  1825,  the  number  of  childrai 
Medford,  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  525 ;  and  tki 
thickening  of  population  in  new  places  made  it  neoeMnyti 
multiply  schoolhouses,  and  scatter  them  over  the  whole  te- 
ritory. 

1829 :  Voted  to  build  a  schoolhouse,  oLwood,  in  the  wot 
part  of  the  town.  This  was  placed  on  the  Wobum  Boad,  m 
land  bought  of  Jonathan  Brooks,  Esq.  In  1831,  it  was  n- 
moved  and  placed  near  the  alms-house,  on  land  belonging  to 
the  town. 

1833 :  Voted  to  build  a  schoolhouse  in  the  eastern  dis- 
trict, the  cost  not  to  exceed  four  hundred  dollars. 

The  primary  schools  were  taught  by  females,  but  not  ooi* 
tinned  through  the  winter. 

March  3,  ''  1834 :  Voted  that  the  school-committee  be 
directed  so  to  arrange  the  town-schools  that  the  girli  shdl 
enjoy  equal  privileges  therein  with  the  boys  throughout  tlis 
year."  This  tardy  justice  to  the  female  sex  was  not  pecolkr 
to  Medford ;  and  we  are  now  amazed  that  Anglo-Saxon  meBj 
living  in  a  free  commonwealth  and  professing  the  Christka 
religion,  should  have  needed  two  hundred  years  to  convisee 
them  that  girls  have  an  equal  right  with  boys  to  all  physicili 
intellectual,  and  moral  development. 

The  new  interest  awakened  in  the  cause  of  elementaiy 
instruction,  by  the  friends  of  common  schools,  produced  its 
effects  readily  in  Medford ;  and,  in  1836,  the  town  chose  ft 
committee  "  to  inquire  how  proper  education  might  be  more 
extensively  and  effectually  promoted  in  the  town."  In  tbi» 
year  a  new  schoolhouse  was  ordered,  —  the  land  and  building 
to  cost  eight  hundred  dollars. 

March  2,  1835  :  The  town  appointed  a  committee  to  "in* 
quire  into  the  best  methods  of  conducting  public  schools.** 

This  vote  shows  that  the  efforts  pf  the  school-reformen  of 
previous  years  had  not  been  lost  on  Medford.  Among 
these  early  friends  of  a  better  system  was  a  talented  soa  of 
Medford,  Mr.  William  Channing  Woodbridge,  who  recdTed 
from  his  father  a  knowledge  and  love  of  school-teaching,  and 
who,  as  editor  of  the  "  Annals  of  Education,"  labored  sue- 


sssfully  for  the  great  cause.     His  "  Modem  School  Geogra- 

»hy  and  Atlas  "  axe   proofs   of  his   ability  and  enthusiasm  ; 

we  deeply  regret  that  all  our  efforts  to  learn  more  of  his 

fetory   and    labors  have  been  so  unsuccesjjiful.       He  is  an 

knorary  member  of  the  Geographical  Societies  of  Pms, 

an k fort,  and  Berlin. 

If  another  son  of  Medford  has  labored  long  and  spent 

Inch  for  common  schools.  Is  it  necessary  that  it  should  be 

ticed  in  this  history  T    The  writer  of  this  has  maintained, 

under  the  circumstances,  it  is  not  necessary ;  but  he 

at  laat  been  syllogized  into  the  belief,  that  what  was  pnb- 

cly  done  by  a  son  of  Medford  towards  the    **  e  duration - 

tevival  "  of  1835-7  belongs  to  the  history  of  the  town^  and 

cannot  be  omitted  without  violating  the  rule  followed  in  all 

other  cases  in  town  histories.     Silenced  rather  than  convinced, 

he  yields  to  the  wishes  of  those  he  has  no  right  to  disregard ; 

,   and,  omitting  all  details,  he  consents  only  to  the  republication 

^ftf  a  letter  wliich  first  appeared  in  the  Plymouth  newspapert 

^■cL  4i  1845,  and  was  copied  in  the  "  Common  School  Jour- 

^wL^^    The  introductory  remarks  of  the  editor  will  sufficiently 

^Kplain  the  facts, 

^^P  **  The  communications   in  our   former  numbers,  respecting  the 

^^Bridge wafer  Noroial  School  and  the  lute  annual  address  before  the 

pupil*-,  Lrv0  induced  a  friend  of  Mr.  Brooks  to  write  him,  and  ask 

Eat  his  fir«t  movements  in  the  Old  Colony,  He  reluctantly  yield- 
to  write  «n  account;  but»  as  it  connects  it^ielf  so  eJo^ely  with  the 
m  of  education  in  our  Commonwealth,  we  thiok  ourreadei^  may 
glad  to  see  it. —  Old  Colony  Alernorial 
"  BosTos,  ScpL  2,  1845. 
My  dear  Sir, — You  ask  me  to  print  my  address  delivered  at 
dge water  before  the  Normal  School.  I  thank  you  for  the  com- 
^.„nent  tin  plied  in  auch  a  request;  but,  my  friend,  the  time  has 
parsed  for  such  a  necessity.  Our  buttle  with  ignorance  and  preju- 
dice has  been  fought  in  the.  Old  Colony,  and  the  victory  is  ours ; 
and  there  had  better  not  be  any  parade  of  the  old  soldiers  quite  yet. 
Borne  educational  antiquary,  in  his  pardonable  weakne^8,  may  tihow 
my  lectures  fitly  years  hence,  n^  they  sometimes  show  old  eantioru 
Tney  are  fast  growing  into  the  sear  and  tfellow  leaf:  so  pray  excuse 


**  You  ask  about  the  educational  movements  in  the  Old  Colony  with 
which  I  was  connected.  The  story  is  very  short,  and  to  most  per- 
sons  roust  be  very  uninteresting. 

*^  While  in  Europe,  in  1833,  I  became  interested  in  the  Prussian 
iyaietix  of  education*     1  sought   every  occasion   to  enlarge   my 


msrwmw  ot  iudfoao. 


hmornkd^vi  its 


and  m^Qtu    A  good  i 
it-    Tbe  KiBg  Q#  T 
to  Uii^  cofmtxj,  for  tbe 


idid  Bi, 


peBsd  to  me^  the  doetor  m  m  litetsrj  ptatf  m  ] 
mktd  ne  to  beeeme  fm  roem-raat^  «a  board  M^ 

fbr  fort j-one  daj i  WM  with  him  liateoiag  to  ~ '    ~ 
wmn  nnd  Pms^raii  ^it«ms  of  mstriaetioit.     I  wis  r«0Dtr€d  Co 
file  iBlnadtictioa  of  seveml  jkorta  of  the  §jstem  hsto  tlie 
Siateab     I  loniied  hit  plsn^  and  coouneiiced  opervSiociB  hf  M  piHb 
md  BB  iiiffg»i  ■£  Hingh&zn.     I  jbsml  MBie  i^ 
I  sod  i^Tecnited  atj  riew b^  and  I  worked  no  wiifa  «  new 
eoeTcrf  A  ^e^     In  lB3a,  I  wttice  md  fnililislied;  b«it  few  rea«L  lai 
fewer  »cill  Mt  itnj  interest.     I  wa^  oonslfdefed  A  dreamer^  wbi 
wislitfd  to  fill  our  f^QbUcan  eommoBwcallh  with  mocuu^iiiil  iMi- 
ttttioiii,     Tbcif  e  were  iioiEie  amuiing  eaneatoreEi  of  me  pabfisbeiy  te 
lidieiik  mj  Isbon.   Thme  did  me  more  good  ihMi  Imnn.   I 
wfth   pr«d0i>i  l^w  eiteoma^euieitta*      I    oeciS|Hed 
Dsf  cJT  1835  tn  adTooitiiig,  in  m  pwblie  a^dieaa^  mif  fdaii 
ScbodJa*     I  took  mj  stand  npon  this  Pmadian  mcsiiiif  *Am  ig  dt 
itfodUTf  #0  II  lA^   fchaoV     I  thought  the  whole  phiWrnphy  wli 
aninmed  up  in  that  single  phrase  ;  and  lihinJb  ##  tiilL    I  atjtJUidMnHf 
wrote  idl  mj  ketures  with  reference  to  the  est&hlLiitmeiil  wT  Ite^ 
nttl  Sclioola.     I  now  began  to  lecture  before  Ijcetioi^  t 
tiooi,  and  bad  mitn  j  stormy  debates,  and  a  wondeHitl 
complitnents.     The  nobe  and  da^t  of  battle  begas  at  totf  tabndg 
man  J  to  the  cominm^  until  we  got  quite  a  respectable 
fluj.     I  thooght  there  «ras  one  place  where  I  coald  rely 
gtnce  and  patriotism ;  and  there  I  resolved  to  go,     I  aecorii£ng^ 
pn hushed  in  the  newspapers^  that  a  conventioa  would  he  gathered  il 
Pl^'mouth,  in  oourt-week.  Modiseusi  the  expediency  efesiahliahtDi 
a  Normal  School  in  the  Old  Colony.*    The  friends  of  eoQuiaa 
scbook  aaaembledf  and  a  private  room  held  as  all '     But  sooa  the 
truth  spread ;  and  my  friends  In  Hingbam  and  Fijrtnouth  came  up 
generoa&lj  to  the  work.     We  felt  that  the  two  great  ideaa  of  the 
ckureh  and  the  schoaOkmut^  wbicb  our  Pilgrim  Fathers  broa^t  to 
tbij  ahore,  were  Iq  be  carried  oat^  and  erer  trusted  in  God  they 
wouUL 

"  But  this  narrative  is  growing  too  long.  In  a  few  words,  tbea,  let 
me  add,  that  I  found  eoinentions  to  be  the  best  misfttoiiaries  rf 
the  truth;  and  I  gathered  them  in  Fijraouth,  Duxbury,  Nr 
Bedfordf  Bridgewater,  Kingslon,  Hanover,  Hanson,  Ace  The 
Colony  wa^  ready  to  take  the  lead ;  and  we  l>egan  with  petitions 
roemoriab  to  the  Legislature,  all  reaommeuding  the  establisbmentl 
of  Normal  Schools.  How  many  hundred  pages  I  wrote  on  tbi» 
Buhjf'ct,  during  1834-6,  I  dare  not  my.  It  was  <A*  subject  of  my 
thoughu  and  prayerii.  The  wisdom  of  the  Frusdian  scheme  re- 
commended itself  to  the  reflecting ;  and^  as  I  had  studied  it,  I  was 
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tli^Iteicire  in  each  of  the  New  England  States.  I  went  to 
riamoulli,  CoDcordj  Na^^hua,  and  Keene,  N,H* ;  to  Providence 
Newport,  B,L ;  to  Hartford,  Conn* ;  to  New  York,  New 
ejTf  Pennsjlvsnia*  I  went  lUrough  our  own  State,  holding 
aTentions  at  the  large  central  towns**  All  this  time  T  seemed  to 
fm  liiile  renl  success*  I  hegan  to  despair*  I  returned,  after  two 
of  excessive  toil,  to  my  professional  dutieSf  concluding  that 
!  time  had  not  jel  come  for  this  great  movement.  One  evenings 
[ Jftnuarj^  1837,  I  Wiis  sitting  reading  to  my  family,  when  a  letter 
brought  me  from  the  friends  of  education  in  the  Ma^saebu setts 
liegialature^  asking  me  to  lecture  on  my  hobby  »ubject  before  that 
body*  I  was  electrified  with  joy*  The  whole  heavens  to  my  eye 
teemed  now  filled  with  rainbows.  January  IHtb  came,  and  the  bait 
of  tbe  House  of  Rej»resentatiires  was  perfectly  full,  I  gave  an  ac- 
coant  of  the  Pni^sian  $tf&tem :  and  they  ai^ked  if  I  would  lecture 
again.  1  consented^  and^  the  next  evening,  endeavored  to  ^how  him 
far  tk€  Prussian  syMtem  couid  be  safely  adopted  in  the  Uuiud 
StaUs, 

^  Here  my  immediate  connection  with  the  cauM  may  be  said  to 
ibop;  for  one  of  my  auditors,  the  lion*  Edmund  Dwight^  afler  this, 
tCK)4  tbe  matter  into  his  hands,  and  did  for  it  all  a  [patriot  could  asL 
He  gave  $10,000  for  the  establishment  of  Normal  Schools,  on  con- 
dition the  State  would  give  as  much.  This  happily  settled  the 
matter.  A  *  Board  of  Education  *  wa^  esstablished,  and  they  found 
the  man  exactly  suited  to  the  office  of  Secretary  ;  and  at  Worces^ 
ter,  Aug.  25^  1837,  I  had  tbe  satisfaction  of  congratulating  tbe 
American  Jn^titute^  in  a  public  address,  on  the  realization  of  wis^hes 
which  they  bad  for  years  cherished*  Mr,  Mann  entered  upon  Ins 
labors  that  day  ;  and  the  results  are  gladdening  tbe  whole  country. 
May  God  still  smile  on  this  cause  of  causes,  until  schools  shall 
cover  the  whole  world  with  knowledge,  and  Christianity  shall  fill  it 
with  love  / 

"  My  friend,  do  not  misinterpret  my  letter  by  supposing  that  I 
originated  these  ideas.  Oh,  no!  They  were  picked  up  by  me  in 
Europe,  There  had  been  an  attempt  at  a  teachers^  seminary  at 
I«ineaster ;  and  the  American  Institute,  unknown  to  me,  had  dis- 
cus >ed  the  subject  before  I  was  a  member ;  and  the  idea  was  not  a 
new  tJie^  All  I  did  was  to  bring  it  from  Europe  with  me,  and  talk 
about  i\,  and  write  about  it,  until  tbe  Old  Colony  adopted  it,  I 
hope  tbe  many  early  friends  X  had  there  will  believe  me  when  I 
•ay,  that,  >iithout  their  generous  and  steady  co-ope  ration,  I  should 
have  failed  ia  my  planiJ*  The  Normal  Schools  are  of  Prussian 
origin  ;  but  let  m  tint  mourn  on  that  accounts  The  beautiful  foun- 
tain of  Arethusa  sank  under  the  ground  in  Greece,  and  re-appeared 
in  Bicily ;  but  1  have  never  read  that  the  Sicilians  mourned  for  the 
appearance  ofthat  foreign  blessing  among  them, 

■*  Bespeaking  your  patient  forbearance  under  this  epistolary  inflic- 
tion, I  am,  as  ever,  yours,  truly,  Chaeles  BROOita," 
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In  18S7^  voted  to  continue  the  primary  schools  tfai0S|^^ 
die  year. 

To  show  how  promptly  our  town  took  the  finm  ajl 
pressure  of  the  times,  we  need  only  state  the  appropristioiji: 
annually  made  for  the  support  of  the  schools  ;  and,  ~ 
with  1882,  they  stand  thus :  — 

For  1832 $1,200 

„    1833 1,400 

„    1834  .....     1,500 

„    1836  ......     2,250 

„    1837 2,500 


For  1838 f8,7» 

„    1840 8/M 

„   1842 8>li 

„    1850 4^ 

„    1854 7JM 


It  will  take  but  little  arithmetic  to  proye  that  here 
increase  in  appropriations,  within  ten  years,  beyond  sU  fe* 
mer  precedents,  and  beyond  the  ratio  of  increase  in  nombsA 
or  wealth  in  the  town.  Medford  partook  so  fully  of  the  BflV 
enthusiasm  for  the  improvement  of  its  schools,  that  in  I85t 
it  stood  twelfth  on  the  list  of  towns  in  the  county,  and  twen^- 
fifth  in  the  Commonwealth ;  paying,  at  that  time,  $6.04.7  ptf 
head  for  each  child  in  town  between  the  ages  of  five  andfifiatt 

1840 :  The  age  at  which  pupils  were  admitted  to  the  pri* 
mary  schools  was  four  years  ;  and  they  could  not  remain  ia 
the  grammar  schools  after  they  were  sixteen. 

April  3,  1843:  Voted  to  build  a  schoolhouse^  in  H^ 
Street,  upon  land  bought  of  John  Howe.  This  hoase  wu  to 
be  sixty  feet  by  forty ;  three  stories  high ;  of  wood,  wiA 
brick  basement ;  and  its  cost  limited  to  $4,500,  —  to  be  called 
the  High  School. 

^  The  Course  of  Study  in  the  High  School  shall  embrace  fttf 
years,  and  be  as  follows :  — 

Class  4. 

1.  Review  of  preparatory  studies,  using  the  text-books  axtthant^ 

in  the  Grammar  Schools. 

2.  English  Grammar,  to  the  completion  of  Syntax  and  Froeoij* 

including  Rules  of  Versification  and  Analysis,  and  tlieir  ei- 
emplification. 

3.  Ancient  and  Physical  Geography.  >  to  be  panned  ooaMnUyjaadM^ 

4.  Worcester's  General  History.         j        B^megeogmibtoBi^humm. 

5.  Algebra,  to  succeed  Arithmetic. 

6.  Hitchcock's  Book-keeping  —  3  lessons  a  week. 

7.  French  Language.  2      „  ,, 

Class  3. 

1.  Algebra  and  book-keeping  completed ;  afler  which, — 

2.  Legendre's  Geometry. 
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^A  Whatdj^s  <»•  Blair's  Rhetoric,  with  S^fOaeUeal  and  Protodiaedl 
Exercises,  and  exemplifications  of  Rhetorical  Roles  in  Read- 
ing and  other  Lessons. 
Bajard's  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Gray's  or  Parker's  Natural  Philosophy. 
French  Language,  continued. 

7.  Drawing, — two  lessons  a  week. 

^  Clam  2. 

.  1*  Davis's  Trigonometry,  with  its  applications  to  Surveying  NaTi-. 

gation,  Mensuration,  &c. 
%m  Fjench  Language,  continued. 
t.  Drawing,  „ 

4  Natural  Philosophy,  completed. 

8.  Olmstead's  or  Norton's  Astronomy. 
<L  Wayland's  Moral  Philosophy. 

f.  Paley's  Natural  Theology. 
%m  Physiology,  commenced. 

9.  Cleveland's  Compendium  of  English  Literature. 

^  The  Spanish,  Italian,  or  Grerman  Languages  may  be  commenced 
hj  each  pupils  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  master  have  acquired  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the  French. 

Class  1. 

1.  Modem  Languages,  continued. 
%  intellectual  Philosophy. 

5.  Astronomy  in  its  higher  departments.  1 
4.  Whatel/s  Logic. 

fc  Mechanic's  Engineering  and  higher  Luf^S^S^J^SbaJif  J?l2iir 
Mathematics.  I 

6.  Botany.  J 

7.  Geology,  or  Natural  History,  generally. 

8.  Chemistry. 

9.  Physiology,  completed. 

**  The  several  classes  shall  also  have  exercises  in  English  Com- 
position and  Declamation." 

May  12,  1849 :  Voted  that  both  the  schools  at  the  West 
End  shall  be  "  annual  schools.'* 

March  4,  1850:  Voted  to  build  a  schoolhouse  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river. 

March  7,  1853 :  For  support  of  schools,  $5,400.  Same 
lay,  Yoted  to  build  a  new  schoolhouse  in  Salem  Street. 

March  10,  1851 :  Voted  to  build  a  schoolhouse  in  the 
ivest  part  of  the  town,  and  that  $2,000  be  appropriated  for 
laid  purpose. 

The  inhabitants  of  West  Medford,  desirous  of  having  a 
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acltooULoiLse  more  atnple  in  its  dimen^ioiLs  and  more  cli 
in  its  appearaace  than  tlie  town^s  appropmiion  would  [ 
cure}  cheerfully  united  in  adding  to  it,  bv  subscription,  t 
sum  of  nine  hundred  dollars.     This  sum  was  raised  by  • 
denta  of  the  '*  West  End  ;  '*  and  they  who  were  most  abl 
give,  gaye  with  abouading  liberality*     The  building 
mittce  were  Messrs,  Charles  Caldwell,  J»  B.  Hatch^ 
M*  Usher  ;  and  they  spared  no  pains  in  procuring  a  sk 
dranghteman.      Mr.  (Jeorge  A*  Caldwell  was    the 
builder* 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1851,  the  comer-stone  w^ 
with  appropriate  religious  and  literary  exercises,     Edi 
Brooks,   Esq.,   presided,   smd   maile  the  opening 
Prayer  waa  offered  by  Rev,  E.  JL  Fuller ;  and  then  an  ' 
nal  poem  was  spoken  by  a  pupil,  followed  with  short  sp 
by  neighbors  and   friends.     The   house  is  placed  tetwi 
Irving  and  Brooks  Streets,  on  the  hill,  where  pure  air  con 
from  the  heavens,  and  pure  water  from  the  earth,  —  the  one ' 
securing  a  healthy  ventilation,  and  the  other  as  healthrd 
digestion. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1851,  a  day  chosen  in  honor  J 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers  who  landed  at  Plymouth^  the  house  wai 
dedicated.  The  company  was  numerous,  and  the  enthusiasiB 
great  Prayers  were  offered  by  Bev.  Dr.  BaUcu,  the  senior 
pastor  in  the  town ;  and  the  dedicatory  address  was  dehvered 
by  the  writer  of  this  history,  and  afterwards  published  by  re- 
quest. An  original  poem^  strikingly  adapted  to  the  occasion, 
was  recited  by  a  lad  eight  years  old.  Before  the  crowd  sep- 
rated,  the  chairman  proposed  from  the  committee  that  tbe 
school  should  be  called  the  Bhooks  School.  This  wu 
TOted  by  acclamation ;  and  thus  ended  our  literary  feetiTal. 

We  wish  it  were  in  our  power  to  name  the  teachers  of  ouf 
public  schools,  who  have  filled  their  high  and  sacred  oSm 
throagh  m^y  years  with  such  distinguished  fideU^  ud 
success.  Usage  forbids  this ;  but  let  every  such  teacher  \m 
4a#ure4  tjmt  he  has  a  i;eward  infinitely  higher  than  lb 
applause  of  men« 

Xhere  were  twelve  &male  and  four  male  teachers  em  ployed 
by  the  tQWu  in  1854.  The  schools  are  reported  as  in  ixotl* 
l^t  conditipm  The  fbllowi^g  abstract  of  the  monthly  rtporU 
ol  tha  y^a^ejra  embraces  the  whoh  qS  tJbe  year  18§4 :  — 
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OuktrQ  Grommfir  School  *  < 
Ereffitt  Gramomr  Scho«>l  ^  , 
BfoolcR  Primarj  School  ,  , 
UnioD-sireet  Primary  Sqhool  ^ 
Ercrett  Priiiift.t7  Sobool  ♦  , 
Stklein -street  Prtmary  Saliool 
fkrk-ili«ct  Pduukty  School  * 
Unkm-itreBt  Aipbabet  School 
ETerett  Alph*het  Sdioo!  ,  » 
S^«m-nre«i  Alphabet  Bfthool 
lWkf-sttie«i  Alphiibet  Sohool 
*Brookj  AJph&bet  Soh<}ot    ,     * 


7« 

S£ 
1D3 
Se 

63 
67 
i6 

70 
66 

72 
36 


TbUb 


«3 

es 

81 
41 
44 

64 
4S 

44 
69 
53 
<MJ 
68 
26 


n 

41 


«»      694     616 


m 

62 
77 
35 
39 
46 
34 
49 
50 
47 
19 
40 
30 


4 

37L 

324 
317 
301 
720 
391 
617 
1033 
164 

384 

a7 


Mas 


333 

335 
143 

el 

3^ 

lai 
37a 

75 

180 
73 

103 
16 


^ 


433 
1055 

14T9 
769 
903 

loei 

998 
736 
17«€ 
n67 
1798 
1418 
113 


3 
16 

9 
95 

139 
^9 
19S 
407 
363 
304 
366 
43S 
3 


3003  13.807  1^69 


*  This  Sehool  was  kept  only  two  ni<Mith#. 

Total  Expenses  pbom  Feb.  16,  1854,  to  Feb.  15,  1855. 

Vor  salaries  of  teachers  •    .    ^    .    .^    .    .    •    •    •    •    $5,490.64 

Fuel 616,45 

For  repairs  and  inddental  expenses 1,031.73- 


$7,138.82 


ACADEMIES. 


Medford  has  been  &moas  for  its  Excellent  private  srchools. 
So  early  as  1790,  Mr.  William  Woodbridge  opened  one  for 
young  ladies  and  boys,  providing  board  in  his  own  £unily 
for  many  who  came  from  Boston  and  other  places.  He 
seemed  to  have  discovered,  what  is  now  so  commonly  known^ 
that  the  surest  way  of  having  a  select  and  full  school  was  to 
ask  the  highest  price.  At  first  he  met  with  some  success  in 
teaching,  but  more  in  salary,  and  educated  several  of  the 
first  females  of  the  State. 

His  academy  was  kept  in  the  house  formerly  occupied  by 
Colonel  Royal.  At  one  time  he  had  ninety-six  girls  and 
forty-two  boys.  His  sister  was  associated  with  him,  and  one 
male  teacher.  He  had  no  objection  to  inflict  corporal  punish- 
ment on  females !  He  was  greatly  given  to  wild  speculations 
in  trade,  and  seemed  to  carry  something  of  this  spirit  iiito  his 
schoolroom.      He  had  no  system  of  teaching,  and  let  any 
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pupil  leftd  from  any  book  he  pleased*     Such  leaehiJig  wq 
notiecQie  long  patronage ;  and  Mr.  Woodbridge  relmquiih 
idiool-keepmg  for  baking,  and  &iled  disa  in  that  btistra 
in  Charlestown.     He  then  moved  to  Connecticat ;  and  ve  ] 
sight  of  him. 

Mr,  .Joseph  Wyman,  of  Wobnm,  who  had  kept  the  pttb 
school  in  Medford,  built  the  house  aow  owned  by  the  Bij 
low  ^mily,  and  there  opened  a  private  school  for  bojs  i 
girls.     He  taught  only  a  few  years. 

Mrs*  Susanna  Rawson  succeeded  Mr.  Wyman,  and  o| 
a  boarding  *6chool  for  girl  a  in  the  house  which  had  been  occu- 
pied by  him.  She  was  a  lady  of  uncommoa  attainments^  apt 
in  teaching,  and  able  to  goTenu  Her  school  desenred  " 
high  popularity ;  and  that  its  numbers  were  great»  may  1 
inferred  from  the  following  vote  of  the  town :  — 

*'  May  12,  1800 ;  Voted  that  the  second  and  third 
in  the  women^s  side-gallery  in  the  meeting-house  be  alio* 
Mrs.  Bawson,  for  herself  and  scholars ;  and  that  she  be 
lowed  to  put  doors  and  locks  on  them," 

This  lady  was  quite  an  authoress ;  and  one  of  her  nov 
had  eiE tensive  circulation* 

Mrs.  Newton  succeeded  Mrs.  Rawson,  occupying  the 
house  from  1803  to  18D6.  She  was  a  native  of  Bho 
Isliindj  and  sister  of  Gilbert  Stuart,  the  painter*  Her  succ 
was  so  great  at  one  time  that  she  had  sixty  pupils,  some  of 
whom  were  foreigners,  and  many  of  them  from  neighboring 
States*  Some  of  her  pupils  became  distinguished  ladies  ia 
New  England.  She  removed  to  Boston,  and  continued  her 
school  there, 

Dr,  Luther  Stearns  (H*C,  1791)  opened  a  classical  school, 
first  for  girls,  and  afterwards  for  boys  and  girls,  in  his  house, 
which  fronted  the  entrance  of  Medford  turnpike*  This  was 
a  boajding^school ;  and  but  a  few  children  of  Medfoid  attend- 
ed it*  Dr*  Stearns  had  been  tutor  of  Latin  at  Cambridge,  and 
ever  showed  a  preference  for  that  language.  His  school  was 
filled  with  children  from  the  first  families  of  New  Engl 
with  now  and  then  a  sprinkling  of  French  and  Spanish  bloa 
A  kinder  heart  never  beat  in  human  bosom  ;  so  kind  and  toi 
riuit  as  to  forbid  that  imperial  rule  and  uncompromisi 
decision  so  needful  for  a  troop  of  boys.  He  prepared  mm^ 
young  men  for  college  ;  and  some  of  us  who  are  of  the  num* 
her  remember  with  delight  his  mildness  and  generosity, 

Dr,  John  Hosmer  opened  a  private  academy,  for 
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fc  tte  year  1806,  and,  by  pereevering  fidelity,  gained 

KutatiDn^  He  built  the  large  house  on  Forest  Street  lately 
upied  as  a  boarding-house,  and  snper intended  the  aniuse- 
nts  as  well  aa  the  studies  of  his  boarders.  He  was  not 
Due  of  those  of  whom  it  is  said,  Tanto  buon^  eke  val  niente» 
He  was  perhaps  leas  of  a  scholar  than  a  disciplinarian  s  yet 
ha  made  skilful  mathetnaticians  and  accomplished  linguists, 
^■cause  he  made  students*  He  taught  his  pupils  the  force 
^B  this  sentence :  Sic  vqIo  ;  tie ju&eo  ;  stat  pro  ratione  lioltm- 
Hp»  He  was  neither  severe  nor  unreasonable  ;  for,  under  a 
Soldier's  sternness,  there  nestled  something  of  a  lover's  good- 

J^Iiss  Ann  Rose,  of  London,  opened  a  day-school,  for  girls, 
in    May,    1811;    andj  in  November,  181£,   she,  and  Miss 
TTftfina'h  Swan,  of  Medford,  converted  it  into  a  boarding* 
school,  and  soon  fouud  their  house  filled  with  young  ladies 
from  the  best  famllios  in  the  State*     The  good  influences  of 
this  academy  can  bardly  be  over-stated-     Uniting  extensive 
literary  accomplishments  with  the  highest  moral  qualifica- 
tions, these  ladies  performed  their  legislative  and  executive 
daties  with  dignity  and  quietness,  and  labored  to  give  that 
instruction  which  develops  all  the  powers  for  health,  useful- 
ness, and  station.     They  have  lived  to  receive  showers  of 
^Ues&ings  from  gratefiil  pupils.     Fide  tt  amare. 
^K  Mr,  John  Angler  (H.C,  18S1)  opened  a  boarding-school, 
ibr  boys  and  girls.  May  1,  1821,  and  took  the  same  house 
which    Dr*    Hosmer   had    formerly   used.     Having    already 
acquired  a  reputation  as  teacher,  and  being  as  highly  esteemed 
as  he  was  well  known  iu  Medford,  hisi  success  came  early 
and  copiously*     He  devoted  his  whole  mind  and  time  to  his 
duties,  and  had  a  crowded  school  as  testimony  to  his  fidelity 
and  usefulness.     For  twenty  years  his  school  grew  in  popu- 
larity ;  and  there  was  geueial  regret  when  his  health  com- 
pelled him  to  resign  it  in  184  L 

During  his  teaching,  he  had  five  hundred  new  scholars ; 
some  remained  seven  years  with  him.  Among  his  pupils,  he 
eounts  Chief  Justice  Gilchrist,  of  New  Hampshire ;  and 
Justice  Benjamin  R,  Curtigf,  of  the  Supreme  CJonrt  of  the 
United  States. 

The  many  of  both  sexes  whom  he  has  sent  forth  rejoicing 
in  the  way  of  knowledge  and  virtue  will  ever  remember  him 
with  deepest  gratitude.     Fideli  certa  meTCC9. 

The  private  boarding-school  for  young  ladies,  taught  for 


.  «.  fify  four  ynam,  with  ri^al  toccefls,  hy  "Mi—  Elia  Ait 
1,111  y.  vTit*  itf^Mcrvcdly  ranked  among  the  most  oaefiil  mb^^ 
lifrt  ivitliiii  llio  noii(hhorhood  of  Boston.     Devoting  faeali 
III  ilifi  ino*«(  NulMUntUl  nml  important  branches  of  ednciL^ 
f)it»   |iimliK^Hl  (lir  niont  durable  and  happy  resolti.    fit 
^•«pU  «riv  uuv<Uv  fr\>ra  other  towns,  and  several  of  tk 
<>s«^w   %W  w^vKt  rivimt^Hl  Umilies.      FortUer,  JideUUr,  fA 

x\V»   -^rt^trv  <«:hsx«U«  1<K«  oxtcnsire  in  nomben  andrf 

vi ••    ;M*Hi'»«i^  Sa^v  doR*  their  share  in  the  goodwo:^ 

«.Mi  >v\:«i  \  **''^^i  '>v  tItc  twu.  For  more  than  half  tc» 
!».».  14*  \"lli-*i»  's.-ivvl*  ot' Mcdford  have  presented  I' 
.ji,i.»j^  .i«iiix- iiurui  'i»t  ^-i'jiivr*  to  settle  among  us.  Ow^ 
v^j  *'..iifc.^  'ii«:  •.»  iv>;i:t.uv  S- niune  that  private  dasnol 
^.■, , .  .*,i-ii,  »♦  *  nvi'  *vv*kL  Aud  successful  instructor;  nJ 
■.»  ^.  ., i».Mt:  v.i ••.»><>;  ukI  vL&v schools  for  young  ladie^ 
•    i -t    > tMU   <u<i   liuvi^  Sxiunings,     May  they  hm 


'-*'.».s,   «cA.*cii*-  'ir:%8i'  vmui:,  March  10,  1853, tf 

^ »•<.     ititi^'n-xiTc  vou.ng   men,  for  tU 

r  .-if..^.      ''Vv   v^pKi  well,  and  hare  pn^ 
^..>i«.        ..     :ic».r   airiversary  exhibidoHi 


•*.%  .  X        •  •  ■ 


V 


—    .    .  :  ._  •  Ki:  Utf  rvuvhueol 
-•-'^•:    x"  a»  KiaecriitD 

'  -^   *  '   — ^-     tmiiUiL  ^sa^atf 

^  •    IE*.  ■•I  *!-■■'":■ ."        . .  _  ■ 
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The  selection  of  books,  thus  fiu:,  has  been  nwrked  with 

»larly  taste  and  Christian  principle ;  and^  should  the  town 

this  library,  and  enlarge  it  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 

population,  and  make  it  firee  to  all,  it  would  be  a  bene- 

of  inconceirahle  Talua 

^Wbrt  Medford  Ltcbum  and  Library  Association" 
j«MB  established  by  the  zeal  of  Mr.  T.  P.  Smith,  and  was 
Pbeorporated  in  1852.  Mystic  Hall,  built  by  him,  has  been 
f.^nfl  for  lyceum  lectures  and  similar  purposes.  Valuable 
^lK>okB,  contributed  at  first  by  distinguished  individuals  from 

ibroad  and  by  neighbors,  laid  the  proper  foundation  for  a 

ttKfol  and  free  library. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL   LIBRARIES. 

Each  of  the  religious  societies  in  Medford  has  expended 
aacmey  freely  for  the  purchase  of  books  suited  to  children. 
The  libraries  contain^  on  an  arerage,  three  hundred  volumes ; 
and  the  books  are  selected  with  judgment  and  taste.  Addi- 
tions of  new  books  are  made  every  six  months ;  and  the  older 
hooks  are  often  given  to  destitute  schools  in  the  country. 


teachers'  libraries. 

The  commentaries  and  histories  which  explain  the  Sacred 
Seriptures  are  gathered  into  libraries  for  the  free  use  of  the 
Sunday-school  teachers^  and  are  also  used  as  manuals  in 
the  Bible  chisses. 

LYCEUM   LECTURES. 

These  seem  to  have  become  an  institution.  Where  socie- 
ties have  not  been  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
lecturers,  towns  have  taken  up  the  duty,  and  large  annual 
subscriptions  have  been  made.  Thus  the  ablest  scholars  have 
been  brought  before  the  community,  and  have  instructed  and 
chacmed  thousands  by  their  learning  and  eloquence..  Med- 
fcnrd  early  adc^pted  the  prevalent  system;  and,  for  several 
years,  has  enjoyed,  through  the  winter,  a  weekly  lecture  from 
the  circle  of  fiivorite  orators.  The  Town  Hall  has  been  filled, 
and  ihfi:  most  friendly  feelings  promoted.     As  each  itinerant 


lec:«rx?r  pn:r%Lrw  "re:  .*ctf  xiirw*  iz  .1  rear,  he  selects 
enf  TVis^iru:  Tv  7:: ;  xni  ti-e-.  •ari:i.  ^ri?a;  stndr,  condenfas 
o::^  iour  x\\  '.'i.-i  rjii'.^scriiv.  ^i:,  in%i  pathos  he  can  coap, 
ruLn.:.      Tr.^  yvr.Cc-.'r::::  ':4L::<f::rs  ::  thought  are  load^widk 
sv-TTviss'-rj:  >i—l       Ur.-?   ::~*e:ur-je  b,  th&t  the  assembly s 

:h.<r  lice  .":  :h«  jkLinN^  Tr.u5  jl^  extnor£iianr  sUndai^l  d 
public  *-vikiir.c  »  t"nfi:Cc?d.  -^'rici  *h^  Ss&daf  coiigi«gadail 
AppSt*  »i:i  rxTAl  :r.;-i*ciw>f  :.'•  :r.tf  oae  imiuired  and  sii.  s^ 


l7i$;n:r:ev.:j.l.::^  f.T  rirr^er  eijxc^txm  m  Beaded  i&3led- 
torxl.  A  iow:>".:rriry  wo;i*.i  re  L>f  exceadlx^  Tilue  to 
$;iiiii;K,  wh.*  .^--j.-.'^c  b^iv.  jLiL.:  will  noi  boovv^^'tlie 
wvurk*  they  w->r.  ro  red/..  "VITieneTer  sadt  Kbrwiet ';;^iTB 
Vvea  c«t;i>'.:>r.c\l.  :hfy  i^ve  cz>?-a:ec  3  tuts  ftr  stu^lirc 
birv^ugh:  :&*  :"*i  isd  ;xvr  :co?cis.r,  bare 
jk&d  $e:::^iJi:'.  jlsiv  ::::«;>.  .ind  uii:»d  a  town  m  the 
u»k  Wlu:  .-or.  r^*  w;x?r  im  Co  briM  the  best 
the  iiu:tuv«:  aiisvl*  w.:'r.i~  :i.e  rv^ch  of  the 
or  the  Chn>djkc  ph:lAz:>.r.'pi>:.  ot*  :he  amUtioiu  medMiril  or 
the  (Koas  mo:h;:r  .' 

A  dtx^rvr.:^^  :v.:rAl  r:'<rc7.5£b:l::T  r«fts  on  Chrielint  iqnb- 
Ucsw  We  iTv  A.:d:v>se».:  o-  every  side  by  emph^dc  rmpn. 
Ofii  Filgnsi  .in.v:>:.:rs.  f^'iri  :r.e  Rock  of  Plfsioiithy.call 
to  as  from  rhe  i:'.T;<:r'.^  :v^:.  oTLd  .x^EXDund  «■  to  Uloir 
up  the  two  £:T^d:  pri=:.-:ple$  ::'  :be  ckttrcA  and  jdbeeflMM 
which  th^y  hjive  r<x^-.;:  j^levl  :>:  U5  in  trust  So,  too^  fion 
the  inviitible  fi:urv.  do  cczii-^:  feaerad^ns  call  to  n^ere 
they  arrive,  btsecchinc  u.s  :o  pr.^v-lie  for  them  diat  instmc- 
tion  which  5hjdl  nuke  ih.ra  e\:  v.^  to  ail  the  demuids  of  an 
advanced  ciTili/anon.  Sh.i!I  we  :  c  deaf  to  the  oomsMidi  of 
our  ibtherSy  or  the  prayers  of  our  cbildnsn  I 


TTTK  COLLEGE. 

This  is  the  first  college  on  this  continent,  or  in  Ae  wodd, 
which  has  been,  created  by  the  combined  effiiiti^  and  eon* 

trolled  by  :hc  eiclunve  agency,  of  the  denoniin:ition  called 
T'ni  vers  Alii  te.  h  intends  to  take  the  inor:o  oi  the  ace.  — 
Onuard,  uptcard.    It  begins  under  the  mo&t  favoring  auspices. 
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.  will  aim  at  the  highest  results.  Medford  looks  upon  it 
object  of  peculiar  interest  within  its  borders.  The 
OIL  of  president  and  professors  is  a  fortunate  one ;  and^ 
that  the  denomination  will  be  true  to  itself,  we  can 
ipate  numbers  of  intelligent  and  virtuous  young  men, 
,  in  their  old  age,  will  look  back  with  gratitude  and  joy 
I  the  happy  and  prosperous  years  they  spent  at  Tufts  Col- 
Inge  in  Medford.  Year  after  year,  under  the  divine  guidance 
Ittd  bleasing,  may  this  nursery  of  learning  and  virtue  send 
kth  those  who  shall  hasten  the  coming  of  universal  light, 
SniTenal  liberty,  and  universal  love ! 

The  following  account  has  been  kindly  furnished  us  by 
die  president :  — 

Tofts  College  originated  in  a  movement  among  Universal- 
illi  in  the  United  States,  who  felt  it  important  that  the  deno- 
■ination  to  which  they  belong  should  take  a  more  active  part 
b  the  cause  of  libeial  education.  Some  ten  years  ago,  a 
nmber  of  them  met  in  convention,  at  New  York,  to  adopt 
■iflasares  for  establishing  a  college.  For  this  purpose  they 
flrdered  a  subscription  to  be  opened  for  $100,000,  as  the 
■imwMiJi  sum.  The  enterprise,  however,  was  delayed  for 
eome  years.  At  length  another  meeting  of  the  convention 
was  held,  at  which  the  Rev.  O.  A.  Skinner,  now  of  Boston, 
was  appointed  agent  to  obtain  and  collect  the  subscription. 
In  the  summer  of  1851,  he  gave  notice  that  the  amount  of 
4100,000  was  subscribed ;  and  a  meeting  of  the  subscribers 
^as  held  in  Boston  on  the  16th  and  17th  of  September  of 
that  year.  The  trustees  chosen  at  this  meeting  selected  Wal- 
nut Hill,  near  the  line  between  Medford  and  Somerville,  for 
the  site  of  the  college.  To  this  selection  they  were  in  some 
measure  influenced  by  the  offer  of  twenty  acres  of  land  on 
the  summit,  by  Charles  Tufts,  Esq.,  of  Somerville.  and  also 
ty  the  offer  of  adjoining  lots  by  two  public-spirited  gentlemen 
t)f  Medford.  In  gratitude  for  a  munificent  donation  by  Mr. 
Tufts,  the  name.  Tufts  College,  was  adopted. 

In  the  spring  of  1852,  ^  college  charter  was  granted  by 
the  L^^lature  of  this  Commonwealth.  Under  the  provisions 
of  this  charter,  a  board  of  sixteen  trustees  was  subsequently 
chosen,  of  which  Mr.  Oliver  Dean,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  is  pre- 
sident In  July,  1852,  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Sawyer,  D.D.,  of 
New  York,  was  elected,  by  the  trustees,  president  of  the  col- 
lege ;  but,  he  declining  to  accept  the  office  on  the  terms  pro- 
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posed,  Rev,  Hosea  Ballou,  2d,  D.D,,  of  Medford,  was  ch 
in  May,  1853,  to  iiU  the  vacancy. 

The  comer-stone  of  the  present  college-edifice  was  laid,  h 
form,  on  the  19th  of  Jnly,  1853,  after  an  uble  address,  deli* 
Tered  on  the  spotj  by  Rev*  A.  A,  Miner,  of  Boston.  Tk 
building  was  finished  in  the  spring  of  1854,  Mr.  S.  F,  Btj"- 
ant  was  the  architect.  It  is  a  plain  structure,  of  brick,  erne 
hundred  feet  by  sixty  feet,  and  sixty  feet  high,  containing  i 
chapel  forty  feet  by  thirty*three  feet,  and  a  library-room  fortt 
feet  by  twenty-two  feet,  bdsidee  recilati on* rooms,  lecture* 
rooms  J  society-rooms,  offices,  &c,,  but  no  dormitories  ;  tb<rse 
last  will  be  provided  in  a  boarding -house  which  is  to  be 
erected  next  summer* 

The  course  of  instruction  in  Tufti  College  extends  througli 
four  years,  and  is,  in  general,  the  same  as  that  of  other  ^ew 
England  colleges.  With  the  regular  academical  coiinet 
however,  it  is  designed  to  connect  other  branches^  m  soon  ii 
the  academical  course  shall  have  been  cmrried  into  thoroii|h 
operation.  A  few  students  are  accommodated,  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  in  the  college-building ;  but  the  institution  will 
not  be  regularly  opened  till  about  the  1st  of  SeptembCTi 
185§. 

TRUBTEES, 

Oliver  Dean,  M.D.,  President;  Eev,  Thomas  W hi tte more,  Vice- 
President  ;  Rev,  Otis  A,  Skrnfier,  A.M.,  Secretary  -,  Benjamin  K 
Mussey,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Coltege ;  Hon.  Israel  Washburu, 
jun.,  Orono,  Me,;  Rev.  Calvin  Gardner,  Watervi lie.  Me.;  Ke** 
Thomas  J.  Greenwood,  Dover,  N,H, ;  Rev*  L*  C.  Browne»  Hitd- 
SOD,  N.Y, ;  Rev.  Eli  Ballon,  Montpelier,  Vt*;  Silvaniis  Pittkanl 
Eafj^j  Boston,  Mass. ;  Rev.  Hosea  Ballou,  2d,  D.D.,  Medf'orf!*  Ma^; 
Timutjty  Corting,  Esq,,  Medford,  Mass.;  Hon.  RichaJ'd  Frothioi?- 
ham,  jun,,  Charlestowo,  Mass, ;  Phineaa  T.  Barnum,  Esq.,  Bridge* 
port,  Conn,  J  Thomas  Crane,  Esq.,  New  York  City;  Churls 
Eogers,  Esq,,  Philadelphia,  Pa* 

FACULTY, 

President,  Hosea  Ballou,  2d,  D.D.,  Professor  of  History  aod 
of  Intellectual  PhUcKso^jhy ;  John  P.  Marshall,  A,M,,  Proftsfiaor  rf 
Mathematics  and  of  Physical  Science ;  William  P.  DreWT  A-B, 
Professor  of  Ancient  Languages  and  of  Cia^^lcal  Literature ;  Bea* 
jamtn  F*  Tweed,  A,M.^  Professor  of  Rhetoric,  Logic,  and  Engliit 
Literature ;  Enoch  C»  Rolfe,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Phygiolo*o'  awl 

Hygiene; ,  Proietwr  of  Moral  Science  and  of  Poli 

Economy ;    -  -—  — — -,  Professor  of  Modem  Languages. 


CO!J,Ef;K 


ADMISSION   TO   THE   BEGtJLAB    COLLEGE   COtTRSE. 


Applicants  for  fijlmlit^ioT)  mu^st  proffttce  certificates  of  their  good 
moral  character.  If  they  come  from  other  colleges^  certificatei  also 
of  tlieir  regular  dismisdaioii  ther^fRmi  ure  required. 

For  aflmi^^sion  to  the  Freshman  €las$,  an  exiacaitiatioQ  must  be 
well  sustained  in  the  following  studies:-^ 

I^tit) :  Vifgil'fl  Buf^lica,  Georgics,  tLnd  kIx  boolu  of  the  Mjudd ;  Ca^.1^f*8 
CamiiientaLrieK,  or  SaUust;  Ocer&'»  Select  Omtiong  (Folgora*s  or  jtjhnfif»ii's 
editloii)  ;  Andre ws'b  ttnd  Sti^dckrd'ii  Lattn  Grimmmr,  including  Proeody  | 
Arnold's  Latin  Profu!  Compositioii^  to  the  DatiTe-  Gteek  ;  Felton*«  or  Jacob's 
Or^ek  Reader  (or  four  booki  of  Hooijct'h  Iliads  with  thi^e  hooks  of  Xeaophou*i 
ArKiTj«i.sifi) ;  Bophoch^%  Crosb^'A,  or  Kohner's  Greek  OfammiLr,  tncLiidlng  VtO' 
&CMiy;  Arnold*!  Greek  Prose  Compodtlon,  to  the  Moods  ^  Writing  of  Gri>dt 
Accents*  Biathemfttic«  ^  Arithmetic ;  Smyth's  AlgebttL,  to  Equations  of  the 
Second  Dejfreew  History  :  Modern  Oeogrnfihy  ^  Worcester's  Audent  Geo^frs- 
phj  ;  Goodrich's  Uistory  of  the  United  t^tates. 

Fou  admidsioQ  to  an  advanced  class,  an  examination  must  be  weU 
suitaloedf  both  in  the^e  studies  and  io  the  studies  through  ithich 
*uch  class  shall  have  already  passed. 

Ko  |)ersoa  can  be  admitted  af^er  the  beginniDg  of  the  Senior 
Tear. 

Examinations  for  admis^on  will  be  held  on  the  diy  aRer   the 
Commencement,  and  on  the  Tuesday  preceding  the  befinning  of  the 
'^atl  Term,    The  examinations  will  begin  at  eight  o'eloct,  a.m,,  oq 
of  ihese  days* 

Before  his  admission,  every  candidate  must  pv^  a  bond  of  §200, 
with  two  sureties^  to  pay  all  his  college  bilU.  To  he  admitted  to 
an  advanced  standing,  he  must  also  pay,  or  secure  (he  payment  ofj 
one-balf  of  the  tuition  which  shall  have  at«ruei  in  the  preirious 
years  and  terms  of  the  regular  conrae,  unlw^  he  oomes  from  another 
college ;  provided  that,  if  be  be  admitteJ  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Senior  Year,  the  tuition  of  the  Junior  Year  shall  be  the  only  arrears 
required  of  him^ 

Pariiai  Courses  of  Study.  —  Persons  who  do  not  enter  for  a  col- 
lege d^ree^  and  who  produce  cerHfic^tt'-s  of  their  good  moral  cha- 
mcter,  may  be  received  to  such  stud^*,  in  any  cla^s,  m  they  shall, 
on  examination,  be  found  qualified  to  pursue  with  profit ;  and  they 
may  continue  therein  at  their  pletaure,  on  condition  of  obeying  the 
laws  of  the  college,  and  paying  one-third  more  than  the  regular 

ition  for  the  time  they  remain* 

COrBSE   OF   ffTUDT- 

Fa^HMAN    Class.  —  Fifd    Tcnn,  —  Latin  :    linooln's  Livy  |    ^umpfs 

Jramrajar,  for  teferpnee ;  R^tnan  AnUquitiea  \  Arnold'^  Latin  Pro«ie  Compo* 

tion.     Greek:  Fcbwj'B  f»ret'k  HiMtariiinsi    Grecian  Antiqmti<s ;   Arnold*! 

PrQ«;  t'ompoiiiliun.     Mathumntit^  :  Smyth's  Algebra,     History  i  We- 

Uutlitifa,  to  the  ''Macedoniiin  Period;"  Age  of  Thembtocles,  l^eridw, 

Altibiadiw,  in  Smitli**  History  of  Greece.     Khetorie  :  En^Uah  Grummiir  ; 

\l  MnrdoelL  and  KuftseU^M  Orlhophoiiy  i  Dcckmutious, 

\Term*—  Latin  r  Livy,  continued ;  Lincoln's  Horace,Gdes  and  Epod^ ; 
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Latin  Metm ;  Ltfiii  Ptok  CumpuMtion.    Greek :  EEobib's 
Prow  GimpnHman.     Mathematics:  AliEehra.  connimed;  Bi 
Hiecory :  W>>bcr.  «x)iinnned  'jo  die  end  it  *•  \nripnt  Hucuiy 
aumwealth.    banzai  Iheuia^j:  Paiey «.     Rliemnc    ~ 
OrtiiunhfliiT,  'mixiniieu :   Ltuszus :  Deciamatioiuu 

SuPHoaou  CioM.  —  Firrt  r-mi.  —  Lann :  Hoxace's  SAtxrei  ■ 
Cxoero  de  JknaaOA :  Wnxixi^  T,itin.     OreeK :    DemuKhenei'  OIb 
Philippics :    Buttmann  4   md  £Jhziff''»  (Iraxniiiaia,  dor  refereBa 
Greek.      Sfathtsnaxics  :    Huciid.  -^onnnuL-d .    Smv^h'^  Ploae 
Snrverinj^ :  yavTi^&aon.     History :  Webtr.  ^mtinned  to  die  end  of  Ae  " 
die  A^es:"  H.-tilam'i  Middle  A.|ek     £L*^*nit>d  rLMiginn  :  Paiey'B  Bvl~ 
Bhetohc  :  Eloctitiun .  Tu-mH  :   Det:t;imatning> 

Stfcmui  Tr^m,  —  Latin  :  Cictro  ie  Otficn^i .  Writisir  ^  «*^^      Giuki 
tnphones'  Clouds:   Greek  Metres:  Wrlan^:  Greek. 
Calcnliu :  Spherical  Tnironumetry.     Hibcury :  Weber,  cantmned  tt>  tfae  *' 
nimtinn  )t*  JLmerica ; "  :^i:»mundiS  Isilian  H«.*pabiics ;  En^iiih  Cammon 
PhyBuiugy:   Hooker' %  with  Lecnuei.     Rhetoric:    Day's  Bhettcc; 
tion:  Themes:  Declamations. 

JjrsruaL  Ci-kdk  —  F-r^r  r-rm,  —  Latin  :  JTu'^^enaTi  Satires :  Ladn 
lasioiu.  Greek :  .£M:hyLus  Septcm  viuntni  Thebas :  Greek  Ti 
Ph^^ici  :  OlnuCBd'4  Meciiamcs.  'Hlstury :  Weber,  cantinned  TD  the  "Rod 
Revoumon:"  French  lveT.<.liuion  yi  ITSiK  Moral  Science:  AksaDdo^ 
Hhetoilc  :  Themes  :  L'edamations.  E^t:ch  <tntiies,  —  French :  Fm^vA^ 
KzercisM ;  Saintine'i  Paxioia.  Mathematics :  Da^ies's  Analytical  GtmtUJ- 
Natural  ES^ury :  Lecrare». 

Sfcmui  r.Tm.  —  Phvsiia  :  Olmated-i  A^tBuomy.  Hisoary:  Wefaer,  e» 
eluded.  Intrj'.ertaai  PhiliMophy :  Wiy!and'-».  Rhetoric:  WhafidLVs  L^: 
Thanes:  *")Ti;pial  Derinmitiijna.  Hy^hene:  Lectures.  Elective  ShiAfc— 
Latin:  Tacitu«'  Gennania  ind  A^rlc'rlii:  Latin  Trannlationa.  Greek:  tta* 
cydides:  ^rr^ek  rruwiacomi-  French:  LoLcts  Che&  d'tEa^re 
tiquea.  laiiaw  :  '.'iendnnT*  Grammar;  La  ijrenualemme  LiboatSL 
matici :  Bridge  i  C .jn^.  >^.t?nni«- 

SETioa  Cl-vAi.  —  7  rff  T-rm.  —  Phv^cs  :  Chemwtrr,  with  LecfcB» 
Intellectual  Ph:L.*.pr.7  :  W ivuiad'a.  P:Lt:caI  Eccnomy :  Wiyland'^.  Rte- 
tone  :  Whateiy  *  Liac  .  T.-.taie*  ;  F  trendies  :  r^n^Iaal  Dedamatfonsw  Bit' 
tire  StutiM.  —  Lann  T-^-nce"*  JLndrJi :  TransLitiiins  irmi  Greek  iili 
Latin.  Grwk :  Surhr.i'*^  Ar.-irrjce  :  rnr^iiari'Mw  i'm  Latin  into  Gn^ 
German:  Adl(S'»  OUtmif-rtf  jx^ii  Reader.  Mothemancs:  DaTs's  Liaar 
PffspectiTe. 

Setrmd  T-^rm.  —  Phy^cs  :  MlnLnlct^y  in.i  CrfHiIoijy.  with  Lectures.  M- 
tical  Econ.zmy  :  Wiyaa*:  ■».  .'^r-irv:  '^^  Rerwled  Reii^l-jn  :  Butler'*  A»- 
Iq^.  Rhetoric  :  Lecmr*;?*  on  u>  Enoi^h  Lan^iOip?  ind  Literature ;  TboMi: 
Dedamonoc^.  f-V..-,-!".'  -V'..:*.j. —"Li-t :  Lict'r:  pr:-  Cluentio,  Gr«k: 
Demi'Mhen.s  de  Crnir-u  Gerrruui-  .'s.U:'J..r'*  Tbirtv  Year*'  War;  Gothf'i 
Iphizenia.  Sjorish  :  Olltinii^rTs  U^u::^.l- ;  Nov-Lis  Ei»i:anola*.  Mathou- 
ties :  Davie**  Shade*  atA  Srjui»:w^». 

Puhlir  OAUgt  £jren:ij^4. —  A  jiublV--  examination  of  all  the 
cla:»;ie»  will  be  held,  during  nut  lew  ihaa  tour  Jajs,  immedi«{el; 
before  the* end  of  ea<'h  lenn.  There  ir'H  jj^o  be,  in  each  term. » 
pvblxc  exhibition;  for  which  parts  will  le  a^^igned  to  members  of 
the  Junior  and  Senior  Clashes,  according  o  their  general  scale  ol' 
merit 

RtUgicus  Oh$errtincis.  —  All  resident  unoer-graduates,  resident 
stadentj  in  partial  courses,  and  refiiJrr.c  office n  of  instruction,  aw 
re/^nired  to  attend  morning  and  evening  prajers^frnd  the  reading  of 
the  Scriptoresy  in  the  chapeL 


aRADtlATB^ 


Thej  are  also  Teqaire<l  lo  attend  public  worsbip  on  Sundays,  and 
mi  days  of  tbe  annaal  TbanksgiviTi^^  and  Fastj  at  such  places  m  the 
Faculty  tnAj  appromi ;  provided  always  lliat  llie  parents  or  guar* 
dians  miiY^  at  the  beginning  of  the  college-year^  apftcini  the  plart^  of 
public  worship  for  those  who  are  under  a|ie  ;  and  that  those  who  are 
of  age  may,  at  tliai  time^  choose  the  place  for  ibemsehei,  nnd 
report  it  to  the  Faculty, 

^  A  biblical  exercise  is  held  every  Saturday  evening,  which  the 
Hembens  of  all  the  classes  have  the  privilege  of  attending. 

TermSj  Vtwatians,  and  CommeneemenL  —  The  academical  year 
U  divided  into  two  ternig.  The  lir^t  term  of  the  academical  year 
begins  six  weeks  aller  the  se^^ond  Wednesday  of  July,  and  ends  on 
tbe  second  Wednesday  of  Jiinuary.  Thi*  second  term  bttgins  six 
weeks  after  the  second  Wednesday  of  January,  and  ends  on  the 
se>cond  Wednesday  of  July. 

At  the  end  of  eaeh  term,  there  is  a  vacation  of  six  weeks* 
There  are  vacations  also  from  the  Tuesday  evening  next  before  the 
auomil  Thanksgiving  till  the  following  Monday  evening,  on  Christ- 
mas Day,  on  the  day  of  the  annual  Fast,  on  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day of  Anniversary  Week*  and  on  the  Fourth  of  July. 

The  public  Commencement  is  held  an  the  second  Wednesday  of 
July* 

H  EXPEKSKS. 

Hkution    .    ,     .     ,    « ,     .    ,    $35.00  a  yeai. 

Hoom-rent  . from  $10.00  to  16.00       „ 

Um  r>f  Lihmry     *.».,«.     ^     ,,..,,,     «    5.00       pi 
Boards  not  induding  waHhing  and  fuel      *     .    .    .    .    .    ■     t    2.&0  ti  week* 

Student*,  who  chwiwe,  board  themielvef. 
Students  who  keep  schijok  may  be  absent  from  college^  on  that 
duty,  for  a  period  not  exceeding  thirteen  weeksj  including  the  win- 
ter VHcatiau ;  l^itj  continuing  their  studies  the  mean  while* 
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ORADUATES* 


_  Lial  of  petEOBSj  bom  in  Med  ford  or  once  resident  there^ 
who  have  received  collegiate  degrees :  — 


Thomas  Tufts  .    . 

1701 

William  Symmes  *     ,     * 

1750 

Aaron  Porter   ,     . 

i70R 

Edward  Brooks     .     .     . 

1757 

John  Tufts   .    .    . 

1708 

Samuel  Angler      .     .     , 

11^ 

Ebene^er  Turell   . 

1721 

Simon  Tufts     .     .     .     . 

I7C7 

Siaun  Tufts     .    . 

1724 

David  Osgood  .     •     .     * 

1771 

Amml  R-  Cutter  , 

.     1725 

John  Bishop     .    .    .    . 

1776 

Joshua  Tufta    , 

.     175*1 

Kphraim  IlaU  .    •    *    . 

177  G 

Simon  Tufta     .    . 

.     1744 

Cotton  Tufta     .     .    <    . 

1777 

William  Whitmort 

.     1744 

William  Woodhridge 

1780 

Cotton  Tufts     . 

.     1749 

George  H.  Hall    .     . 

1781 

Samuel  llrof>ks 

.     1749 

Timothy  Rigelow 

.     1786 

302 
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Sftmael  Angier     .    .    .  1787 

John  Brooks     ....  1787 

Luther  Stearns     .    .    .  1791 

Hall  Tufts 1794 

Abner  Bartlett      ...  1799 

John  Hosmer   ....  1800 

Aaron  Hall  Putnam  .     .  1800 

John  Pierpont  ....  1803 

Daniel  Swan     ....  1803 

John  Brooks     ....  1805 

Joseph  Hall      ....  1807 

William  C.  Woodbridge  1811 

Edward  Bn/oks     .     .     .  1812 

David  OMgood  ....  1813 

Andrew  Bigelow  .     .     .  1814 

Gorham  Brooks    .     .     .  1814 

Jonathan  Porter    .     .     .  1814 

John  P.  Bigelow  .     .     .  1815 

Con  vers  Francis    .    .     .  1815 

Charles  Brooks     .     .    .  1816 

William  Ward.    .     .     .  1816 

Sidney  Brooks .     .     .     .  1819 

Thomas  Savage  Claj     .  1819 

William  IL  Fumess  .     .  1820 

Edward  B.  Hall    .    .     .  1820 


George  B.  OriMtm     •    •  IM 

John  Angier     .    .     •    •  Itfi 
Ward  C.  Broob  .     .    . 
Caleb  Stetson  •    •     .    . 

Charles  Angier     •     •    •  IW 

Elijah  N.  Train    .     .    .  18ff 

Jol^n  James  Gilchrist     •  IM 

Joseph  Angier      •    .    .  180 

Charles  y.  Bemis      .    .  18» 

George  Clisbj  .     .     •     .  19M 

Thomas  S.  Harlow    •    •  19M 

Thompson  Kidder      •    .  19M 

Andrew  D.  Blancfaaid    .  1841 

Horace  D.  Train  .     •    .  1841 

Benjamin  L.  Swan    .    •  1844 

Hosea  Ballou,  2d  ...  1844 

Timothy  Bigelow  ...  1845 

Sanford  B.  Perry ...  1845 

James  A.  Hervey .     .    .  184S 

Albert  F.  Sawyer      .     .  1849 

Thomas  Meriam  Stetsoo  1849 

George  D.  Porter      .     .  1851 

Peter  C.  Brooks    ...  1852 

Grorham  Train  ....  1852 

Samuel  C.  Lawrence      •  1855 


Medford  once  had  eight  under-graduates^  at  the  same  tune, 
in  Harvard  College. 

PHYSICIANS. 

For  many  years  the  inhabitants  of  Medford  employed  the 
physicians  of  the  neighboring  towns  ;  and  there  was  small 
need  of  medicine  where  all  had  simple  diet,  fresh  air,  and 
moderate  labor.  As  early  as  1720,  two  doctors  appear  in  the 
town  records,  —  Dr.  Oliver  Noyce  and  Dr.  Ebenezer  Nutting. 
The  first  died  in  1721 ;  and  the  second  is  not  found  in  the 
records  but  a  year  or  two  afterwards.  Of  these  two  practi- 
tioners, not  being  graduates,  nothing  has  been  discoyered 
concerning  them. 

The  name  of  Dr.  John  Bishop  appears  on  the  tax-bills  of 
1726-7,  and  then  vanishes. 

Dr.  Simon  Tufts,  son  of  Peter,  bom  in  Medford,  Jan.  31, 
1700,  died  here,  Jan.  31,  1747.  He  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  1724.  He  pursued  his  medical  studies  under  all 
the  advantages  which  nearness  to  Boston  could  give,  and  be- 
came distinguished  in  his  profession.     He  is  called  doctor  in 
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the  town  records^  May^  1724,  The  college  at  that  time  had 
not  commenced  the  gmn^  of  medical  degrees*  He  is  cidled 
**  the  first  physician  of  Medford,"  During  a  short  residence 
irith  his  townsman  and  relativej  Bev,  John  Tiifts,  at  New- 
bury ^  he  connected  himself  with  the  church  there,  and  was 
recomm elided  by  that  church  to  the  one  in  Medford,  May, 
1734. 

To  show  how  much  he  labored  ^  how  well  he  succeeded^ 
and  how  truly  he  was  loved,  we  quote  here  the  following 
brief  and  discriminating  notice  of  him  which  appeared  in  the 
public  papers  immediately  after  his  death  :  — 

••MuDFOROj  Feb.  5,  1747- 
**0n  the  3l9i  of  JaDtiary,  died  here,  of  a  convulsive  a*ihma,  and 
ihts  day  was  deeenily  buried*  Simon  Tufts,  Esq,,  having  jual  ct>m- 
jik^ted  (lis  forty-aeventb  year*  He  *vas  a  gentleman  well  descemJerl 
atid  liberally  educated.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  Captain  Peter 
Tufts*  of  thiii  town,  by  liis  second  wife,  who  was  daughter  of  the 
Kt'V.  Se»l>oni  Cotton,  of  Fliimpton*  He  took  his  degrees  at  Harvard 
College  in  the  years  1724  and  1727»  He  early  applied  himself  to 
tlie  studj  of  physic,  and  soon  became  eminent  in  that  profession* 
ile  was  honored  with  three  commissions, —  one  for  the  peace,  in  thti 
year  1733  ;  another  for  a  special  justice,  in  1741 ;  and  a  third  for 
iustice  of  the  tjtiorum,  1743  j  and  was  very  faithful  and  useful  in  thei^e 

B0ices«     He  was  a  man  of  substantiai  religion,  and  exhibited  the 

Virtues  of  the  Christian  in  all  relations^  stations,  and  conditions*  The 
removal  of  such  an  excellent  person  (in  these  degenerate  times) 

HCHlb  for  lamentation  and  supplication.     Psalm  xii*  1  :  '  Help,  Lord  ; 

^^r  the  gfxily  man  eeaseth ;  for  the  faithful  fail  from  among  the 
children  of  men/  He  has  left  a  sorrowful  widoWj  and  seven  chil- 
dren,—  four  aonsj  and  three  daughters.** 

C^e  hundred  and  eight  years  having  passed  since  his 
death,  little  more  can  now  be  collected  concerning  him. 
They  who  knew  him  testify  that  his  practice  was  very  exten- 
sive, —  reaching  even  to  Haverhill  and  Newbtirj^ ;  that  he 
enjoyed  the  respect  and  affection  of  all  who  knew  him ;  that 
the  country  mourned  his  loss  ;  and  that  funeral  sermons  were 
preached  at  Med  ford,  Boston,  Charlestownj  and  Cambridge* 
He  was  often  called  to  visit  the  sick  at  Harvard  College  ;  and, 
though  not  rich  liimself,  never  demanded  fees  except  from 
rich  students*  It  is  indicative  of  the  industry  and  economy 
of  that  age  J  that,  while  his  oldest  son,  SimoHj  was  at  college, 
his  father  placed  him  in  the  ikmily  of  Mr.  Foxcraft,  the 
Countj^  llegister  of  Deeds^  that  he  might  pay  for  his  board 
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Dr.  John  Thomog  was  a  medical  student 
and,  at  tho  (^onunonccment  of  the  Bevolutioii,  ( 
I)orc.hcNt(«r   lloightu,  and  afterwards  at  Tio(»d«oga,i 
ho  died  of  the  smallpox. 

The  foUowing  lines  were  from  the  pen  of  Us  soi 
('Otton  Tufts,  of  Weymouth :  — 

••  t'ptm  the  ilrath  *\f  m^  honored  faiher,  Simon  TufU^  Eaq^  wkm  iki% 
Jttn,  31,  1747,  in  the  evtning" 

••  Dmth  hoirM,  and  snatchod  my  tender  &tlier  1 
Trt  livo  onthnmrd  in  happinon  immense. 
UfliKiou,  K^aci',  and  truth  pomoaaed  his  aool ; 
And  hiiivtMi-Uirn  love  ho  breathed  from  pole  to  pole. 
IliH  KrutiHnl  countrv  ownod  his  lugnal  worth, 
And  KAVo  him  puhhc  life  in  civil  birth. 
A  IVirnd  to  nil  nuinVind ;  true  to  every  cause, 
WhiTi*  iKinnd  by  virtue  or  hi«  country's  laws. 
Swi'ii  iKHioe  \\v  it>veii,  laid  peace  he  oft  prolonged 
\Vh«»n  jarring  ]vuti(«  wished  themselves  re^'enged. 
To  vice,  tho  mretoh  ^tmld  tell  his  just  disdain: 
llo  no'tn-  tho  Hwoni  of  justice  held  in  vain. 
*X\w  \\cMt  ho  ftnl ;  Uunr  wants  he  oft  supplied :       • 
'Hio  rioh  nnd  fx^^r,  for  health,  on  him  relied. 
'Hio  oluin^h  and  miMio  ni^rcad  around  his  grave 
Tortm :  thoNo  ciuild  ne'er  their  friend  and  patron  save 
ll:ul  toant  tVxuu  thi»  event  the  husband  dear, 
*V\w  lH<i«t  of  l'ntlu*n«,  friond,  relation  near, 
Drtaiuixl,  ho  Htill  lud  lUossed  our  loving  sight. 
Nor  hrtd  wo  mx*n  the  sorrows  of  that  night. 
MothinkN  I  h(*iir  s^mio  blinsful  seraph  say :  — 
•  Murk  wolU  niy  friond.  tlio  ft  rait  ^  the  thining  ycay  : 
That  i«  tho  path  thy  Christian  neighbor  trod, — 
*X\i\>  iKitli  tliat  oniU  in  ha]iiuncss  and  God.'  " 

Ili»v.  Dr.  (^ohnan,  of  Boston,  in  his  sermon^  preached  it 
Mcdfoid,  April  0,  17,'i5,  after  the  death  of  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Jane  Tiirell,  sjH^iks  thus  of  Dr.  Tufts :  "  I  leave  i 
grateful  record  of  my  particular  obligration  to  the  pious  ad 
beloved  physician  of  the  town,  who,  to  and  eren  beyond  hii 
power,  h;i«  always  ministered  gratis  to  the  pastor  and  bii 
family.  The  Lord  show  kindness  to  the  house  of  his  ser 
rant!" 

17S5,  he  built  the  house,  which  yet  stands,  on  the  south 
east  comer  of  Forest  and  Main  Streets,  in  the  market,  front 
ing  the  bridge ;  and  it  well  represents  the  second  style  o 
bmlding  adopted  by  our  ancestors. 


of  Dr.  Tufta,  Simon  and  Cotton,  studied  medi- 
^Simoti,  the  eldest,  fiaished  his  three  years  of  prepara* 
^Hi  his  father  just  before  that  father^s  death.  The 
Halts  of  Medford  were  atmous  to  have  this  promising 
g  man  become  their  physician^  and  invited  hm  to  the 
I  which  he  accepted.  Entering  upon  his  practice  with 
denee  and  reputation  given  in  advance,  as  if  his  father 
bequeathed  to  him  his  knowledge  and  erperieneer  he 
inly  to  answer  the  expectations  of  bis  fnenda.  He  did 
and  more.  He  was  bom  Jan.  16^  17^7,  and  graduated  at 
ard  College  in  1744,     At  his  father^s  death  he  had  not 

Ehis  majority.  The  care  of  his  mother  and  her  six 
devolved,  in  great  measure,  on  him»  Encouraged 
dfl  at  home>  and  having  the  promise  of  aid  in  his 
eel  practice  from  Dr.  Bmttlei  of  Cambridgej  he  took 
ige»  His  mild  yet  truthful  character  commanded  the 
tct^  while  it  won  the  affection,  of  all.  His  classmates 
dered  him  a  ripe  Latin  scholar^  and  a  boon  companion, 
lad  the  talent  of  agreeableoess.  He  received  from  his 
r  the  old-iashioned  habits  of  urbanity,  which  he  observed 
a  sort  of  religious  strictness.  No  one  passed  bim  unno- 
,  It  was  his  custom  to  lift  his  hat  to  each  one  be  met, 
Mter  what  the  age  or  color.  It  was  s^d  he  wore  out 
lats  where  other  gentlemen  wore  out  one.  His  example 
so  attractive  and  so  uniform  that  be  moulded  the  man- 
of  the  town.  It  was  in  this  school  that  his  pupil,  John 
ka,  caught  the  last  finish  of  dignity  and  grace  for  which 
'IE  signalized,     Aug.  30,  1770,  he  received   from  the 

the  commission  of  justice  of  the  peace,  signed  by  Go- 
>r  Hutchinson. 

\  Tufts  had  the  entire  practice  of  Medford,  and  was 
lently  called  into  the  neighboring  towns.  When  the 
ion  of  Independence  came  up^  he  took  side  for  it  with 
ith,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  wounded  soldiers,  who 

brought  here  after  the  battle  of  Bunker  HtlL  He  wm 
nost  intimate  friend  of  Colonel  Royal,  who  appointed 
;he  sole  agent  of  his  large  estate  ;  and  it  was  by  the  skilful 
naaly  conduct  of  Dr.  Tufts  that  the  confiscation  of  the 
el's  property  was  deferred*  In  municipal  affairs  he 
a  lively  interest,  and  served  the  town  in  some  important 
8,  notwithstanding  liis  professional  engagements.    When 

a  young  man,  November,  1745,  he  made  bis  public  pro- 
m  of  Christianity,  and  hved  consistently  therewith.     In 
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is  specuktive  opinions^  he  mclined  to  what  was  then  calti 
I  Arminianism.  He  was  so  mterested  m  the  virtuous  character 
'  and  thirst  for  knowledge  of  young  John  Brooks  that  k 
almost  adopted  him  as  a  eon.  He  took  his  pupil  under  a 
written  indenture,  as  an  apprentice  for  seven  years^  to  lian 
the  science  and  practice  of  medicine  ;  and  the  teacher  wm  u 
faithful  as  the  pupil  wm  ambitious*  He  put  him  to  a  classkd 
nchoolj  took  him  into  his  family^  directed  his  studies  in  medi- 
cine, and  at  length  invited  him  to  Medford,  and  resigned  to, 
him  his  practice*  To  show  the  standing  which  Dr.  Tufts  had  bi 
a  scholar,  we  need  only  mention  that  he  was  one  of  the  first  m 
the  State  who  felt  the  need  of  a  medical  society ;  and  he  wii 
called  to  the  first  meeting  for  consummating  the  plan,  whiih 
meeting  took  place  on  the  third  Monday  in  March,  1765,  it 
Gardner's  tavern,  on  Boston  Neck.  Of  those  who  have  been 
members  of  that  distinguished  society.  Dr.  Tufts's  name  stand* 
the  second,  in  the  order  of  time,  on  the  college  (mtal<^e 
A  fall  from  his  horse  brought  on  bleeding  of  the  lungi ;  aad 
he  died  Dec,  Slj  1786,  aged  siity,  leaving  a  property  of 
££,676.  If.  Sd. 

On  the  tombstone  of  these  two  physicians  we  read  lb 
following  :  '*  Both  eminent  in  their  profession  ^  just  towards 
man,  and  devout  towards  God*" 

It  is  worthy  of  record,  that  one  medical  papil  of  the  fether, 
and  another  medical  pupil  of  the  son,  became  distinguished 
officers  in  the  revolutionax)^  army. 

Dr.  Cotton  Tufts,  bom  1732,  brother  of  the  above,  gra- 
duated at  Harvard  College  1749;  studied  medicine  with  hii 
brother;  settled  in  Weymouth  ;  became  the  chosen  friend  and 
agent  of  Hon.  John  Adams ;  was  elected  member  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  ;  a  vice-president 
and  president  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society^  He 
died  in  1815,  revered  for  his  Christian  piety,  beloved  f<ff 
his  extensive  usefulness,  and  admired  for  lus  common  sens€- 
Dn  Aaron  Putnam,  who  married  ilebecca  Hall,  daughter 
of  Aaron  Hall,  of  Medford,  May  9,  1780,  lived  in  this  town 
ten  years  ;  but  hia  medical  practice  was  so  limited  that  te 
removed  to  Charlestown,  and  formed  a  partnership  witl 
Messrs.  Morse  and  Woodbridge,  in  the  baking  business,  b 
this  he  was  not  successful.     He  died  in  Charlestown, 

Dr.  John  Brooks  had  not  the  advanti^es  of  a  collegia^* 
education ;  but  this  fact  stimulated  him  to  make  up  ibr  it  bv 
extraordinary  application.     The  consequence  was,  a  fielf^miwl* 


PHYSIC!  AKfl. 


307 


^mmi  of  the  highest  type.  After  completing  Hs  medical 
studies  with  Dn  Tufts,  he  settled  in  Readings  and  went 
thence  to  the  army  After  the  Revolution,  the  people  of 
Mcdford  called  him,  as  by  acckmation,  to  become  their  phy- 
iiciau*  He  accepted ;  and  here  through  a  long  life  he  had  no 
compedtorj  and  witnessed  only  an  increase  of  business  and 
popularity-  It  was  common  for  him  to  ride^  in  his  practice, 
at  far  as  Andover^  Lynn,  Watertown,  and  Boston.  He  re- 
ceived  the  honorary  degree  of  master  of  arts,  in  1787,  from 
Haryard  and  Yale  Colleges.  From  Harvard  he  received  the 
degree  of  doctor  of  medicine  in  1810,  and  that  of  doctor  of 

tws  in  1817, 
Dr,  Luther  Stearnsj  who  came  to  Medford  as  a  teacher, 
Jcasionally  practised  as  a  physician ;  but  his  duties  to  his 
school  presented  obstacles  to  his  wide  employment  in  medi- 
cal duties,  and  he  finally  relinquished  the  profession.  His 
T©ry  acute  sensibilities  must  have  made  him  most  acceptable 
in  a  sick -chamber ;  while  in  surgical  cases  they  may  have 
been  a  hinderance.  On  the  election  of  Dr.  Brooks  to  the 
office  of  governor,  he  resigned  his  medical  practice  to  his 
pupil  and  friend,  — 

Dr.  Daniel  Swan,  of  Medford,  —  who  graduated  at  Harvard 
CoEege  in  1803,  He  first  entered  on  pi^tice  at  Brighton, 
in  1808,  where  for  eight  years  he  had  all  the  success  he  an- 
ticipated* He  was  invited  by  the  inhabitants  of  Medford,  in 
1816,  to  become  their  physician  ,*  and,  ha\^ng  obeyed  the  call, 
he  has  practised  nearly  forty  years  as  the  established  physician 
of  the  place*  Very  early  he  titrued  his  attention  to  homa?Or 
pathy  ;  and,  as  soon  as  he  coii^d  procure  the  books  to  examine 
it  scientifically,  he  became  a  convert  to  its  principles.  His 
practice  did  not  much  diiuinish  on  this  account ;  and  he  may 
be  said  almost  to  have  carried  the  town  with  him  to  his  new 
laith.  He  thinks  bis  success  has  been  much  greater  under 
the  new  system.  As  he  has  withdrawn  from  general  practice 
on  account  of  ag*e,  it  would  seem  affectation  to  suppress  here 
what  is  every  day  repeated  in  the  street,  —  namely,  that  every- 
body respeccs  and  loves  him,  and  calls  him  the  '^  good 
Samaritan/'  A  graphic  writer  says  of  him  in  print,  "His 
beneficent  career  is  so  interwoven  with  each  thread  of  his  ex- 
igence, that  it  will  be  impossible  to  do  him  justice  until  the 
daid  rise  and  give  their  account," 

Dr.  David  Osgood  (ILC*  1813),  born  in  Medford,  selected 
Boston  as  his  home;    and,  first  as  an  allopathic,  and  then 
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(ifter  ft  Tisit  to  Dr.  Hahnemann  in  Europe)  m  a  bei 

EtcUtbneri  has  held  a  high  rank*     He  is  a  member  ^ 
ii«in€hu!*etts  Medical  Society. 

Dr*  Samuel  Gregg,  bom  in  New  Bostoiii  N*H,, 
Medford  and  commenced  practice  in  1826,  Mid  for  foQ 
vear4  pursued  the  allopathic  system  of  cure.     By  a  viiit  j 
Dtp  VanJenburg^  in  New  Torki  he  became  acquatoted ' 
tbo  homa*opathic  system,  and    has  since  used  none 
For  the  last  few  years  he  has  been  a  mo£t  successliil 
tioner  in  Boston,  where  he  has  resided. 

Dr,  Milton  Fuller^  who  has  practised  acceptAbly  in 
ford  unci  the  neighboring  towns  Ibr  the  last  twelre  years,  | 
ih»  horn  CEO  path  ic  system,  has  just  removed  to  Boston- 

Of  the  present  physicians  of  the  town,  now  in  fiill  pracd 
and  juijtly  esteemed  by  ill  who  know  them,  the  usual : 
of  courtesy  forbid  us  to  speak*     Drs,  Bemis  and  Dorr  fA 
ta«  on  the  allopathic  system. 

In  reirtewing  the  last  century  and  a  quarter,  we  find 
tho  terms  of  ^eririce  with  four  physicians  have  filled  up  i 
long  period  I  Medford  certainly  has  not  been  given  to 
change  j  and  was  ever  town  more  favored  in  its  physicitus! 
They  were  men  of  medical  science,  of  practical  skill,  of  qiurk 
senHibility,  and  irreptoacbable  morals.  How  steady  And 
powerful  the  beneficent  action  of  such  Christian  profesfon 
amid  the  most  trying  scenes  of  human  life !  What  so  disgust- 
ing  as  a  profane  and  licentious  physician?  There  are  souie 
noble  scholars  in  the  medical  profession  who  maintain  thil 
tlicre  are  very  small  advances  made  in  therapeutic  scieDfiff 
compared  with  tho&e  in  kindred  branches.  They  aie  awakiog 
to  the  demands  of  the  age ;  and  the  happiest  results  wiU  i» 
due  time  follow* 

LAWTBRa. 

The  number  of  lawyers  resident  in  Mtdfotd  has  be* 
very  small, -^  the  quarrelling  propensities  of  tlie  peoplt 
imaller  still >  Office  business  has  been  the  chief  source  of 
emolument*  Hon*  Timothy  Bigelow  came  from  Groton,  t0 
TOeide  in  Medford,  in  1808  ;  but  he  relied  on  the  whole  couii(f 
for  business,  and  had  as  much  as,  perhaps  more  than,  any  odier 
lawyer.  Standing  so  eminently  at  the  bar,  he  accumulated  i 
fortune  by  his  indefatigable  labors.  As  a  senator,  a  men* 
ber  of  the  Executive  Council,  a  representatiTe,  and  speikef 
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House,  he  waa  placed  atnong  the  most  efli€ient  and 
accomplished*  For  many  years  he  represented  Medford  in 
the  General  Coiirt ;  and  during  the  whole  time  he  filled  the 
Upeaker's  chair  with  signal  success*  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Americao  Academy*  He  was  a  professor  of  Christianity, 
EDf]  a  constant  attendant  on  public  worship.  He  died  May, 
1821,  aged  fifty-four. 

Abner  Bartlett,  Esq.,  whose  name  first  appears  on  the  towTi 
r€cord§  in  1808,  was  born  in  Plyraouthj  and  graduated  at 
HarTard  College  1799.  He  preferred  not  to  appeal*  a^  an 
advocate  before  a  jury*  His  taste  led  him  to  the  unostenta- 
tious duties  of  a  legal  life ;  and  for  forty  years  he  attended 
acceptably  to  all  that  Medford  needed*  As  a  representative, 
legal  adviser,  town  officer,  and  justice  of  the  peace,  he  was  as 
faithful  to  duty  as  is  the  needle  to  the  pole.  He  belonged 
to  the  working-men,  but  was  one  of  the  "  festina  lente  ** 
schooL  He  loved  human  law  much  ;  but  he  loved  the  divine 
law  more.  No  one  distinguished  more  clearly  between 
tbiogs  that  differ,  and  no  one  more  heartily  approved  those 
that  were  excellent.  Truthfulness  was  interwoven  with 
©very  fibre  of  his  soul ;  and  he  was  for  reform  in  its  best 
fteofie.     He  did  not 

**  Crook  tbe  pregnant  liingt!^  of  his  kue^^ 
That  thrift  might  follow  £iwningi 

long  the  inhabitants  of  Medford,  there  has  not  probably 
been  a  man  who  has  served  the  town  in  so  many  and  resjpon- 
aible  offices  as  this  gentleman.  Ho  w*a8  not  made  for  a  leader ; 
he  had  not  that  kind  of  force,  but  left  the  race  to  those  who 
coveted  the  laurels.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
church,  and  all  but  revelled  in  spiritual  disquisitions.  As  a 
neighbor  he  was  most  friendly,  as  a  critic  most  cauetic,  and  as 
a  wit  most  ready.  He  died  Sept.  3,  1850,  aged  seventy-foun 
Omne  tuUt  punctum  qui  miscuit  utile  duki, 

Jonathan  Porter,  Esq.,  bom  in  Medford,  devoted  the  ener- 
gies of  a  strong  mind  and  a  ripe  scholarship  to  the  science  of 
law  ;  and,  while  his  health  allowed,  he  practised  his  profes- 
sion in  Boston.  For  many  years  past  he  has  been  an  invalid, 
confined  to  his  house ;  but  he  has  been,  nevertheless,  a  dili- 
gent student  in  literature  and  the  classics.  He  has  enter- 
tamed  sickness  as  he  would  entertain  an  angel,  and  has 
hallowed  all  his  suiferings  by  a  meek  submission. 

S^nford  B.  Perry,  Esq.,  has  taken  the  place  of  Mr,  Bart- 
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lett,  and  has  already  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Setnte  if 
Massachusetts.  May  it  be  long  before  his  name  can  earn 
under  the  care  of  the  historian. 

A  similar  wish  we  may  express  for  Thomas  S.  HuloVf 
Esq. 9  who  is  a  permanent  and  valuable  resident  in  Medfiadi 
but  attends  to  his  professional  business  in  Boston. 


PUBLIC    CHARACTERS. 

Medford  has  furnished  its  share  of  public  characterit  wlio 
have  done  it  honor  ;  and  they  include  a  governor,  lientenanfr- 
governor^  councillors^  senators^,  representatives,  clergymen, 
physicians,  lawyers,  authors,  two  professors  in  collies,  ft 
mayor  of  Boston,  and  military  commanders  in  the  army  tad 
navy  of  the  United  States.  We  may  be  allowed  to  signalin 
our  ladies,  who  have  been  called  to  public  stations.  Two 
have  represented  the  country,  as  wives  of  ministers,  at  the 
Court  of  St.  James ;  and  another  has  written  and  pubUslied 
more  perhaps  than  any  other  female  in  the  United  States. 

AUTHORS. 

The  following  list  of  printed  works  contains  all  that  ha?B 
come  to  our  knowledge.  Names  in  the  order  of  gradm- 
tion :  — 

BET.   EBBNEZBB  TUBBLL. 

Essay  on  Witchcraft 1788 

Biographical  Notice  of  Mrs.  Jane  Colman  Turell ....  1735 

A  Direction  to  my  People  in  Relation  to  the  Present  Times  174i 
Mr.  Turell's  Dialogue  between  a  Minister  and  his  Neighbor 

about  the  Times 1742 

Biographical  Notice  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Colman     ....  1749 

ICBS.   JANB  COLMAN  TUBBLL. 

Her  literary  productions  are  noticed  elsewhere.  . 

BEY.    DAVID   OSGOOD. 
SermonM, 

On  the  Annual  and  National  Thanksgiving 1783 

At  the  Installation  of  Rev.  Peter  Thatcher,  in  Brattle-street 

Church,  Boston 1785 

Before  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery,  in  Boston  .     .  1788 

At  Ordination  of  Rev.  N.  Thayer,  in  Lancaster    ....  17^ 

On  the  Annual  Thanksgiving 1794 

On  the  Day  of  the  National  Thanksgiving 179^ 
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Qte  tke  Doik  of  m  Child,  kiUed  bj  m  Gun 1797 

SirfBi«  tbe  AwHial  Cooventian  of  tlie  Congr^alioiud  Mim- 

men  ai  MmanAuaeUs 1798 

Aft  Ae  Orfiutioo  of  Ber.  Leonard  Woods,  mt  Newbuiy     .  1798 
The  I>ml  let  Loose ;  or,  tlie  Woe  occasioned  b j  his  wratb- 

fid  Afipearanee,  —  a  Sermon  oo  Fast  Daj 1799 

Ofe  ^e  Deittk  of  General  Washington 1799 

I^dlean  Lectnie ;  Yaliditj  of  Presbyterian  Ordination,  — 

d^rered  m  the  Chapel  of  Hanraid  College 1802 

Aft  the  Funeral  of  Ber.  Joseph  Bobj,  at  Ljnn      ....  1809 
The  Yaliditj  of  Baptism  bj  Sprinkling,  and  the  Bight  of 

Ib&bIb  to  that  Ordinance 1804 

Ofe  Pa«lj  Beligion 1808 

Aft  &e  Amraal  Election 1809 

Aft  the  Umrersit  J  in  Cambridge 1810 

A  Sofemn  Protest  against  the  late  Declaration  of  War  .     .  1812 
Aft  the  Ordination  of  the  Bev.  CooTers  Francis,  in  Water- 
town 1819 

Yolome  of  Secmons,  pp.  469 1824 

8AMUBL  WAt.T^ 

He  was  bom  in  Medford,  November,  1740,  and  senred 
his  apprenticeship,  at  the  printing-business,  with  his  uncle, 
Damiel  Fowle,  of  Portsmouth.  He  began  business  in  1763, 
at  Newport,  R.L,  in  company  with  Anne  Franklin.  He  left 
Newport  in  March,  1768,  and  opened  a  printing-office  in 
Salem  in  April,  and  commenced  the  publication  of  the 
**  Essex  Gazette,*'  Aug.  2  of  that  year.  In  1772,  he 
admitted  his  brother  Ebenezer  as  partner  in  trade ;  and 
the  firm  was  Samuel  and  Ebenezer  HalL  They  remained  in 
Salem  until  May,  1775,  when  they  removed  to  Cambridge^ 
and  printed  in  Stoughton  Hall.  Their  paper  was  then  called 
**  New  England  Chronicle  and  Salem  Gazette."  Ebeneser 
was  bom  in  Medford,  September,  1749,  and  died  in  Febru- 
ary, 1776,  aged  twenty-seven.  He  learned  the  art  of  print- 
ing firom  his  brother.  He  was  a  good  workman,  a  steady 
young  man,  and  promised  to  be  an  able  editor. 

After  the  death  of  Ebenezer,  his  brother  Samuel  removed 
to  Boston,  and  remained  there  till  1781,  when  he  returned 
to  Salem,  and,  on  Thursday,  Oct  17,  1781,  published  the 
«« Salem  Grazette."  The  last  sheet  of  this  paper  -^hich  he 
issued  was  on  Thursday,  Nov.  22,  1785.  After  this,  he 
removed  to  Boston ;  and  on  Monday,  Nov.  26,  of  that  month, 
he  issued  the  first  sheet  of  the  ^^  Massachusetts  Grazette." 
He  died  Oct.  30,  1807,  aged  sixty-seven.     He  was  an  able 
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writer,  and  an  impartial  editor  ;  a  rery  bdnstrious  muif  aarf 
a  friendly  neighbor  ;  a  true  American  patriot^  and  a  he 
pious  Chris daa. 

The  PortfAit^  a  Folliical  Poem  .    .    .    « 11 

AiTi  of  Palestine,  h  Ueligious  Poem   *.»••«     »    «  18 

Srrmon,  *^  What  think  je  of  Christ  ?  "      *....,.  11 

Siirmcm,  "  Know kdge  iii  Power/* — Annual  F^t .     •     .     •  II 
Bi^rnion  circut^ioned  l>y  the  Death,  at  Sea,  of  Eev*  Dr.  HoUeyt 

his  ttumtfdial^  Pre<lecessar       .     «     .     ,     » II 

Sermon  befcire  thij  Ancient  and  Honorable  Ardlleiy  Com* 

\mny *«  ISiS 

Hisrmoij,  The  ObjtJtt  of  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus  Chriit      .  UM 
Bertiioit  firtaehed  at  Northfield,  Uwas.,  Ftih»  27 ^  1828,  at  the 

Ordinaiiofi  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fresbury 

Sermon,  '^Kew  Hea?ens  and  a  New  Earth" 1830 

Seraon,  "The  Fashion  of  this  World  paisath  away  '*     *    *  laW 

Hermon,  The  Garden  of  Graves     .«...•,«»  185S 

Sortoorn  Tljfi  Great  Salvation     ....:.*,*,  IS^ 

Sermon,  Ei>ho*thm  Letter*      ,,»,-, 1833 

Sermon  preaobed  m  Nortlifield,  Masa^^  March  8,  at  the  Or- 

dinatioti  of  Mr,  Oliver  C*  Everett   , •    *  1837 

.Bennoa,  Angelic  Minimi  rations   .*,**.**•*  1857 
|[Addreia   to   the   Ctinf^regation,  at  the  Imtailation  of  B£r, 

Henry  A.  MiJus,  at  Lowell      *.,..,,.,,  1836 

^Beruion,  I'he  Moral  Ilule  of  Political  Action    .    ,     .    .    *  i^d9 

non,  The  ketbrmer  ajid  the  Conservative 183^ 

non,  Annuiil  Ftist 184^ 

fTho  Airs  of  Piileutine,  and  other  Pooms,  —  a  volume  <^ 

Miflcellaneous  Poems 18W 

[Sermon,  **  I  have  lost  my  Children,  and  am  Desolate"    .     ,  1841 

Sermon  J  **  Tlie  Prophets,  —  do  thej  live  for  ever  ?  "  .     .     t  184S 

Sermoop  The  Covenant  with  iTydas #     <  ]8l3t 

Sermon,  "  Mun  dieth,  and  waste ih  away  '* 1849 

Ulmrge,  at  thu  Insittlhuion  of  lie  v.  John  T*  Sargent,  at  So- 

merville,  Feb.  IH,  1816      ....,«,*«.«  184fi 

Her moa/' De^piae  not  the  Little  Ones  "   *,»...,  18*50 

The  Am er lean  First  Cla^  Book     .««».»••     •  1823 

The  Natioaal  Reader ,  ISW 

Theae  were  followed  by  "  The  Intmduction  to  the  Natioiud 
Reader/'  "The  Yonng  Reailer,"  and  "The  Little  Learner/* 

1854t "  The  New  Reader  "  waa  compiled^ and  "The  Ameri- 
can  First  Class  Book>*'  and  "  The  National  Reader  **  revised. 

Between  1838  and  1845^  Mr*  Pierpont  published  uuxne- 
roili  documents^  in  pamphlet  form^  wluch  make  up  his  pact 
of  "The  HoUis'Street  Controversy." 
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Scbool  Geography  aod  Atlas,  eleventh  adition* 
■'  of  Ediiciition,  editor, 
rp«>dbridge  and  Wil lard's  Geography  ;  accompanied  by  an  Atla% 
Physiol  and  Folitieal,  for  the  Use  of  the  Higher  Classes. 

BBT»  AITDESW   BIOELOW* 

This  gentleman  has  published  a  large  octavo  volume, 
leicribing  his  travels  in  Earope,  and  several  sermons,  and 
rery  yaluable  reports  respecting  the  ministry  to  the  poor  m 
loston.  Of  the  much  that  he  has  written  so  well,  we  regret 
no  catalogue  of  his  printed  works  could  be  procured* 

Sermoo  at  the  Ordmation  of  Rev.  Beiynmin  Kent  aj  Aa* 
floctate  Pastor  with  Rev.  John  Allyn,  D.D,,  Duxbury      p    1826 
}n  Eatperimcntal  Religion     ,•.***•--*•     1827 
vrrors  in  Education :  a  iJiacourse  at  the  Anniversary  of  the 

Derby  Academy,  in  Ilingham,  May  21 1828 

ddre^  delivered  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  1828,  at  Water- 
town,  &C,     ......    , 1828 

Discourse  before  tlie  Middlesex  Bible  Society,  in  Bedford    1828 
kn  Hbtorical  Sketch  of  Watertown,  Mass.,  from  the  first 
SeiUement  of  the  Town  to  the  Close  of  its  Second  Cen- 

Hiiy    p    - ,    •    ,    .     1830 

Sermon  on  the  Presence  of  God  with  the  Good  Man. 
A  Sermon  at  the  Ordination  of  the  Rev*  Oliver  Steams  over 

the  Second  Congregational  Society  in  Northampton    •     *     1831 
Sermon  on  the  Yahie  of  enlightened  Views  of  Religion      .     1831 
*llie  Christian  Charge  described  by  the  Apoetle  Peter    ,    -     1832 
Disconi^e  at  Plymouth,  Mass,,  Dec  22    *,,.,,,     1832 
Hermon  on  Love  to  Christ 
Sermon  on  Grace  as  connected  with  Salvation, 
Christianity  a  purely  internal  Principle, 
Christ  the  Way  to  God, 

-The  Dust  to  Earth,  the  Spirit  to  God" 1833 

A  DudJean  Lecture  before  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
May  8j  1833|  —  Popery  and  kindred  Principles  un- 
friendly to  the  Improvement  of  Man  ,.-..-•  1833 
Three  Dkoourses  (printed  together)  in  Watertown  ;  two  on 
leaving  the  Old  Meeting-house,  and  one  at  the  Dedica- 
tion of  the  New    . t    1836 

The  Life  of  John  Eliot,  the  Apostle  to  the  IndiauBi  —  voLt. 

in  Bparks's  American  Biography 1836 

*-  The  Death  of  the  Aged  ",•,...,,.,,     1841 
The  Life  of  Stibastian  liasle,  Missionary  to  the  Indians,  — 

voL  vli.^  new  series,  of  Sparks's  American  Biography     *     1845 

40 


S14  HISTORY   OF   MEDFORD. 

In  the  "  Collections  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  So- 
ciety "  are  the  following  papers :  — 

Memoir  of  Rev.  John  Alljo,  D.D.,  of  Daxbury   •    •     •    .    IM 

Memoir  of  Dr.  Gramaliel  Bradford ISII 

Memoir  of  Hon.  Judge  Davis 1841 

The  following  articles  in  the  "  Christian  Disciple,"  new 
series :  — 

On  the  Use  of  the  Word  Mystery^  vol.  ii. ;  Remarks  on  Matt  zzf& 
19,  vol.  iii. ;  The  Gospel  a  New  Creation,  voL  iv.;  Obitiiaiy 
Notice  of  Rev.  Dr.  Osgood,  vol.  iv. 

The  following  articles  in  the  "  Christian  Examiner :  *•  — 

Reason  and  Faith,  vol.  iii. ;  Article  on  Dr.  Robert  Sooth's  Dis- 
courses, vol  iv. ;  Article  on  Dr.  Paley*s  Life  and  Writings,  vol 
V. ;  Article  on  Dr.  Young's  Library  of  Old  English  Prose  Wri- 
ters, vol.  vi.,  new  series ;  Article  on  Crombie*8  Natural  Theologf, 
voL  vii.,  new  series ;  Article  on  Reinhard's  Plans  and  Memoiiii 
&AUf  vol.  viii.,  new  series. 

In  the  "  American  Monthly  Review,"  the  following :  —    . 
Review  of  Memoirs  of  Oberlin 1832 

In  the  "  Unitarian  Advocate : "  — 
On  Isaiah  Ixiv.  6 ;  The  Friendship  of  the  World. 

In  the  "  Scriptural  Interpreter  :  "  — 
St  Paul's  Combat  at  Ephesus 1832 

In  the  "  Juvenile  Miscellany,"  edited  by  Mrs.  Child,  the 
following :  — 

Several  Translations  from   Herder,  at  different  times ;   several 
ifllustrations  of  Scripture,  at  different  times. 

Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  at  the  Ordination  of  Rev.  Charles 

Brooks,  in  Hingham 1821 

The  Address  to  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society 1829 

Obituary  Notice  of  Rev.  Dr.  Foster,  of  Brighton  ....     1829 
Address  to  the  Society  at  the  Ordination  of  Rev.  T.  B.  Fox, 

Newburyport 1881 

Charge  at  the  Installation  of  Rev.  Edward  B.  Hall,  Provi- 
dence, R.1 1832 

Address  to  the  Society  at  the  Ordination  of  Rev.  John  Pier- 

pont,  jun.,  Lynn 1843 

Obituary  Notice  of  Rev.  Samuel  Ripley 1847 

Address  to  the  Society  at  the  Ordination  of  Rev.  Horatio 

Stebbins,  in  Fitchburg 1851 

Obituary  Notice  of  Miss  Eliza  Townsend 1854 
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lobomok,  an  Indian  Story     ...,...,.,•  1824 

'ebels,  a  Tale  of  tlie  Revoluttoa 1825 

|y%*emle  Miscellarij,  16  vols.,  ediied     -    .     -      from  1626  to  1834 

Che  Girl's  Own  Book  .....-, ,  1831 

iTbe  Mother  a  Book .,.,-..*  1831 

[The  Oasis,  an  Antislaveiy  Annual  .,.-...<*  18SS 

'  Appeal  m  behalf  of  tiie  Africans     ...     - 1833 

Hisf  oiy  oi"  Women,  2  vols.     ..-..-.-*,.  1855 

»Philotbea,  a  Grecian  Romance  .-..*-,*..  1886 

Letters  from  New  York,  2  vob. 1845-4 

Fact  and  Fiction      .,*,.*.-- 1845 
Fbwers  for  Children,  3  vok^  .•,.,--,,,      1845-6 

Life  of  Isaac  T.  HopiJer  ,     ,     •     . 1853 

g     The  Progress  of  Religious  Ideas  through  successive  Ages, 

H     a  Tolfi.     .................  1855 

^^  MET.   HOSBA.   BiLI.LOn. 

Cootrlhution?  to  the  Universalist  Magazine 181^23 

A  Sermon  delivered  at  Box  bury,  January     **.,**  1822 
,     A  Sermon  delivered  at  the  Listallation  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 

^^^  G.  Fsrnsworth,  in  Haverhill,  Mass«^  April  12    •     •     *     *  1826 
^^The  Ancient  History  of  Universalismj  from  the  time  of  the 
■^     Apostles  to  its  Condemnation  in  the  Filth  General  Coan- 
cil^  A»D>553;  with  an  Appendix,  tracing  the  Doctrine 

down  to  the  Era  of  the  Reformation     . 1829 

Articles  in  the  "Universalist  Expositor" 185&»40 

Reply  to  Traet  Na  224  of  the  American  Tract  Society  .    .  1853 
IntrcKlyction  to  an  American  edition  of  the  History  of  the 
Cmsades  against  the  Albigenses  in  the  Thirteenth  Cen- 
tury, by  X  C.  h,  Siamondi      ..........  1833 

A  Collection  of  Psalms  and  Hymns  for  the  Use  of  Univer^ 

salist  Societies  and  Families 1839 

Articles  in  the  "  Uaiveraalist  Quarterly  and  General  Re- 
view "     ,    .    ,    , .    .    •    ,    1844-55 

-     A  few  Contributions  to  Religious  Newspapers* 

^P  xsr.  caAKLis  BsooKe, 

Perils  of  Tmtb  in  Controversy  *    •     •     . 1820 

Address  before  Hingham  Peace  Society  .,,-,**  1821 

Address  before  Scltuate  Temperance  Society    •     -     *     .     ^  1822 

Family  Prayer-book, —  17th  edition,  18/>3  ;  1st  edition   .     .  1822 

Annual  Address  before  Old  Colony  Peace  Society     -    .     *  1823 

Account  of  St,  Thome  Christians    • #  1823 

Abstract  of  the  History  of  the  Jews    .    .    * 1824 

Description  of  the  Jewish  Festivals     ,,,...*.  1824 

Daily  Monitor,  —  Reflections  for  each  Day  in  the  Tear  *    ,  1H2^ 

New  Yearns  Sermon  on  Procrastination   .    ,     -    .    *    ^    -  1830 

Prayers  for  Young  Persons 1831 
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^Bkip^pltT  of  Eminent  Mai  and  Womeo,  t  tdft» 

Fbli  ti  V  attcloKC,  j'^ninrr:; 

TMt  to  Mount  Ve«uviuB  rlurin^  on  £ni|ilicn»  Fi 
Lttirii  &on]  a  Joumul,  —  CiimivnJ  iind  Holf  Week  at 
IMfOOunie  al  iL^i  Funeral  of  Hev.  Jacob  FlinA, 
7fy«iian  SjrMif^ni  of  Edui^ation,  ^e^ —  Lecturet  dellvcrei 
before  tbc  Leginlattirv^i  of  M«dsacliiiietti^  New  Haio|isliire« 

Vermont,  and  Connecticut .    -    - 

I  Hwtoiy  of  Preaching  in  Neil  England 

Oration  at  Qumcy,  July  4      <    .    , 

NofBial  Scboob,  —  Leclnre  before  American  Instilaie  of 

Iruitmptlon,  at  Worcester *.«•«•    1! 

I  Bjfitt^^m  of  Kdumlion  in  Holland,  —  Intrckductarj  Leotum 

before  tht^  Auiuriean  Institute  of  Instnictioii,  al  l^aw^  .    IM8 
^  Letters  of  n  Foreign  Correal]  ton  dent ; "  being  Comtnmiikft* 
tionA  from  Europe,  on  Science^  Natural  History^  Edncatsoii* 

Faaperi.^in,  Fine  Arts,  and  Religion 183Mi 

Arte»uin  Welb,  —  Account  of  the  ^rst  one  at  PartB,  Wr^MkOB     Mi 
Pnriiiian   Linguist, — ^  an  eaaj  Metliod  of  obtaining  ^  t^itd 

Pronuficiiition  of  French .,.,..    t^ 

Amrricttri  School  of  Fine  ArtSj  —  a  Speech  made  in  Eoaie^ 

Itnly,  1' eh.  22 ,     *    IStt 

EemnrkM  at  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Umtari&ii 

Aitfiociation iS4l 

Katuml  Hinioty^ — ^A  Lecture  before  the  American  Institale 

*    &f  loitructjon,  at  Portland      .     , 1S44 

Pl^>l0atantmm  jo  France,  "Christian  Examiner"   •     .     .     <     1844 
Okfiitiin  in  his  Closet, — Volume  of  Prayers  for  Individuids  i 
Sd  edition    ................    1S4I 

[  Stlperlntendonca  of  the  Boston  Schools 19ti 

ImproriiationB  of  Italy,  —  Account  of  Rosa  Taddei^  m  wlt- 

ne^aed  at  Rome  in  18 13 1S45 

Annual  Re  [tori  of  the  School  Committee  of  Boston   •     .     .     IS4^ 
Bemnrku  on  Education,  Peace,  and  Labor,  in  Europe,  2d  ed.     1S44 
Elementary  Course  of  Natural  History,  —  Ornithology       *     IH"* 
Account  tif  RicliHeld  Springs,  New  York     .,*...     18iT 
Hide  through  the  Gulf,  Green  Mountains,  October     .     .     .     184i 
Four  Annual  Reports  of  the  Sunday-school  Society:  1-  On 
tlie  Kvils  existing;  2.  On  the  Remedies;  3.  On  the  Fa- 
mily I  4.  Statistics  of  Schools  in  United  States  .     .     .    1^4T-S0 
tPlan  ofa  Fann^^choo!  for  City  Boys  ,     .....,,     iW 
Sermon  on  llie  Cholera,  Greenfield      ..*...,,    1345 
Concluding  Lecture,  —  American  Institute  of  Instructian; 

On  the  Duties  of  Legislatures,  —  at  Montpelier,  Vt  .  ,  lS4& 
Address  at  Dedication  of  Brooks  Schoolhouse  .  •  .  ,  .  1651 
Sanatory  Survey  of  the  State,  "  Christian  E^Kaminer  '*   .     .     1H51 

Cin  Marriage  of  First  Cousins .     1654 

History  of  Medford ISW 
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atnHntiass  to  Billiman's  Journal ;  Journals  of  Educatioa 
in  Masanchusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire,  New 
York,  and  Ohio ;  North  American  Review ;  Knicker- 
bocker; Graham's  Magazine;  Friend  of  Peace;  Chris-  » 
tlun  Citizen ;  Colonization  Tracts ;  Christian  Examiner ; 
Unitariiui  Miscellany  ;  Monthljr  Religious  Magazine. 

eioarkB  on  tHe  Four  Gospels 1856 

iestiB  and  his  Biographers      .«*.........     1838 

The  Spirit  of  the  Pilgrims ;  an  Oration  delivered  before  the 
Society  of  the  Sous  of  New  England  of  Philadelphia,  Dec* 
22  .,..,,,..,,,,,,..,     .    1840 
^■Derby  Academy  Lecture,  —  Doing  before  Believing      *    .     1847 
^|[Aii  Address  delivered  before  the  An  Union  of  Philadelphia    1848 
■     Hirror  of  Nature,  trau slated  from  the  German  of  G.  H. 

Schubert     ,...., .1849 

Gems  of  German  Verse ;  containing  the  Song  of  the  Bell, 

and  other  Tr  an  si  atians  by  various  hatida  ,  .  •  •  .  .  1851 
A  Hijstory  of  Jesus,  2d  editioOj  with  lotroductioa  and  Notes  1 853 
Domestic  Worship. 

Discourses  . 1855 

The  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  an  Ordination  Sermon  at  Somer^ 
ville,  Mass. 
^.Faith  in   Christ,  Ordmation  of  Mr.   Hodges   at   Barre, 
^m    Mass. 

^■A  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  Hon.  Samuel 

Howe,  froai  the  "  Christian  Examiner  "•*.,..  1828 
A  Sermon  on  Fear  as  a  Religious  Principle  ......     1832 

A  Bermou  on  Old  Age 1835 

Two  Discourses*  comprising  a  History  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Providence,  after  the  Close  of  a  Cea- 
tnry  from  the  Formation  of  the  Church,  with  an  Appen* 

dix 1836 

The  Temperance  Eeform,  from  the  "  Christian  Examiner," 

March .     1840 

Discourse  on  the  National  Fast,  after  the  Death  of  President  * 

»Hurrison 1841 
Discourse  on  the  Death  of  William  E,  Chnnmng,  D.D.  .  .  1842 
Christians  forbidden  to  fight.  Address  before  the  Rhode 
Island  Peace  Society  -  .  ^ 1844 
I>kscoorse  in  behalf  of  the  Cbitdren^s  Friend  Society  .  •  •  1845 
The   Punishment  of  Death,  from  the  "  North  American 

Review".    , 1845 

The  Value  of  a  Man  ;  a  Discourse  occasioned  by  the  Death 

of  Henry  Wheaton   , 1848 

f  emoir  of  Mary  L.  Ware,  wife  of  Henry  Ware,  jun.    ,    *     1853 


TV  ^^rnrxt  at  Trnth :  x  Diaeaiizse  ic  ±e 

?j.  .  .  :     ■  •    ,•     .....  ^  ...  ■» 

"Hie  feiiunirru  D«itni»  it  -z«hmi  'V  .rsi. 
W~iat  .3  .t  :o  )•*  L  Toitanan.' 

Toe  Life   irni   r^oira   if  .7**'tm  IIowiAnd .    i  Discaniae  Jefr- 

.Vn  Oranon  if^ry^v^ti  u  Lexuzgron.  71117  ^ IS 

A  V.1  juui  3nni*ne?i    i^-rbr^  -iie  Ancmi  jnii  Hunorabie  Jkr> 
dilerj  C'lmpanf.  rune  T     .     .  IM 

Trarra  if  'oe  Jjnerican  T:iinir;tn  As*oi:iarioii :  — 
The  Aooftcie  ?  uu  i  Toiraran  .   Piety   u   Hume ; 

Ardciea  in  the  ••  L  iri^sdan  E-T.nniner :  ^  — 
Tbi*  Ti»xno«»nni'e  iCof -meai ;   ELirr-.et  >f.irrineaa'i  > 

rirai :    Tae  "^  iru  —  £:iD«irtni)a    >f  .ri)iin  .. :   X.irzar«c  FiBeA 
>»iinuiiiir  oa  :iie  "-'g^**  ;  Yjjtt  Li-sr  L«ibiii. 

Articles  ia.  tie  •*  TTzirarian.  A  it  :i:are  :  ~  — 

The  Sa^inor  i  T-iznpucica  in  :he  WILiiemess  :  T!i«:  SATioors  AgOBf 

in  die  i]raz4r.n. 
A  .Semen  en  :iir*  B'lmiivr  .f  -ih**  Tr7?n2i:ii  G:nT--;nc    ...     1S34 
Aiiire*»  v^  :he  SiJiierj  iz.  Ncw  Brrir':rL  i£  ui»i  '""riiaaiioa  at' 

Jo^w^pn  A.-z:**r •     .     .     1835 

Two  Du-'ooiir-e^  -  7-^:4*. iimi  i.j  zzk  First  Coa^zreeidaoal  Soo- 

«7  in  M*ti:or-: ;  ;r.e  :c  I^a-uiz  tie  '.'L-i  Chor^h,  and  one 

at  the  I>iiii.'ja:*OQ  of  t-::-^  N^tt ldS9 

Jntiii:ioR  of  Go*: :  2  S^rTncc l^ld 

S^irmon  oc  tt**  S'^air  of  :;:•:  C':'i--7 1;^ 

Sermon  on  :f*e  Phn.rlpl*  of  Rrf:r3-  rr»raohed  ai  tLe  Ordi- 

nation  of  JoLr.  Pierpcnt.  ;:3n-,  Jar:aarT ISIS 

Ad'Jr*^-  to  th*:  Society  in  SomerT:J.r,  a:  the  Ordination  of 

John  T.  Sargent 1846 

KIT.   XATHJL.VIZL    HiT.T- 

Two  UUcffiiTr'f:^  preached  on  the  Sunday  after  Ordination  .  18S5 
A  Harmon  preached  on  the  Sun'^lay  after  the  Resignation  of 

W'^Vs  l)T.  Harri.<4  a.^  Colleague  Pastor 1836 

An  AH'lrcjw  at  the  Funeral  of  Rev.  T.  M.  Harris,  D.D.  .  .  1842 
A  S<;nnori   at  the  Ordination  of  Rev.  Hiram  Withington, 

f^!orniniit<'r,  Mass 1844 

A  Serrnrifi  occoj^ioncd  by  the  Death  of  Mrs.  John  Howe, 

find  itXhvTA 1844 


OQ  on  doiDg  jaatlj .    «     .    .     .    ^    ^     .     •     .    ,    .  1845 

OD  on  ttie  Death  of  Children .  184^ 

on  at  the  OrdiDation  of  Rev.  Frank  P.  Appleton, 

eri,  Ma5?^     »     *     • 1^46 

on  on  the  Limits  of  Civil  Obedience      .     .    .    .    •  1^51 
on  commemorative  of  the  Life  and  Services  of  Ro- 

rhaxier,  M.R  ...,.., !>^'2 

on  on  the  Death  of  Mn  James  Pierce  .     .     .     ,    •  1^*>3 

on  preached  at  West  Camhridge  ailer  the  Death  of 

~    aes  F,  Brown   .    •    , •    •    ,  1853 
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lady,  daughter  of  Rev,  BeDJamiJi  Colman,  D,D*j  was 
I  Boston^  Feb.  25,  1708 ;  was  married  to  Rev.  Ebe- 
*urell,  of  Medford,  Aug,  11,  17S6  ;  joined  the  chiirch, ' 
I,  1727 ;  and  died  March  ^6,  1735.      She  had  three 
Hi  all  of  whom  died  early, 

^  farther  notice  of  this  talented,  accomplished,  and 
m  lady  ia  required  at  our  bauds  ;  and  we  gladly  rely 
statements  contained  in  "  two  sermons,  preached  at 
d,  April  6,  1735,  by  Benjamin  Colman  ;  "  and  "  Me- 
f  her  Life  and  Death,  by  Ebenezer  Turell/' 

ore  her  second  year  was  completed,  she  could  speak  die- 
knew  her  letters^  and  could  relate  many  stories  out  of  the 
res  to  the  satisfaction  and  pleasure  of  the  most  judicious.  I 
ard  that  Governor  Dtidlej^  with  other  wise  and  polite  gen- 
have  placed  her  on  a  table,  and,  sitting  around  it,  owned 
Fes  diverted  with  her  stories.  Before  she  was  four  years 
strong  and  tenacious  wus  her  memory),  she  coutd  say  the 
part  of  the  Assembly's  Catechism,  many  of  the  Psalms, 
[tndred  lines  of  the  best  poetry,  read  distinctly,  and  make 
It  remarks  on  many  things  she  read*** 

father  devoted  himself  to  her  education.  She  inhe- 
poetic  talent ;  and  some  verses  written  by  her,  in  the 
ing  of  her  eleventh  year,  show  ita  cultivation*  In  her 
il  diary  we  find  the  following :  — 

riiaiik  God  for  my  immortal  soul,  and  that  reason  and  under^ 

^  which  distinguisb  me  from  the  lower  creation* 

For  my  birth  in  a  Chri.^titm  country,  in  a  land  of  light, 

he  tme  God  and  Jesus  Christ  are  known. 

Par  pious  and  honorable  parents,  whereby  I  am  iavored 

many  others. 

^or  laithful  and  godly  ministers,  who  are  from  time  to  Ume 

[  me  the  way  of  salvation* 

?or  a  polite  m  well  as  Christiah  education. 


>^y)  IIIHTOUY    OF    MKDFOBU. 

"  iV.  Kill'  ivdiniiiiitiK  Rnice,  that  I  have  bean 
.•|sik  tMul  giMAn  \if)hiliuiiH  uf  Ood'rt  holj  lawi." 

lii'UMr  hi*r  iiiiirria^Oy  v\ic  laid  clown  the  follairziig  ralei:-- 

**  1.  I  uill  athiiit  (lie  nfl(lress(*8  of  no  |>enon  who  k  not  dcHHl* 
v\\  ot'  )iitiiiM  iiiiii  iTi'ilitnbh*  jmriMits. 

*'  •*.  Willi  llil^  iiiil  ihr  ohfiraolor  of  a  strict  moralist,  —  sober, Ibb- 
(KU'ult%  |ii>f,  niiii  liDiicsf. 

" 'I.  I>ilif{i'iii  ill  hi>  Itiisiiiosjt,  and  pnident  in  matten. 

**  I-  Kui'il  III  lii^  reliction,  a  conMant  at  tender  on  the  pobfiew- 
.'tliiii,  Hiiil  \\liiia|i|ii*iii>  iioi  ill  (umIV  hoiisu  with  the  gravitj' beeanag 

a  i   Ull^llllll. 

•*  ii  I M  II  .NWffi  iiiid  agn'cahlo  temper;  for  if  he  be  owner  of  al 
iliii  fiiiiiti'i  ^iHiil  i|iijililli*atioiis,  and  fails  here,  mj  life  will  betffl 

llUt'iillllnllillilr." 

'rhi<>n  iiiliN  ,i;ti\onuMl  \\cr  in  lior  choice.  She  had  tint 
t  l.iNiu  i(>  ot'  III i ml  and  liuoyanry  of  heart  which  belonged  to 
lu'i  iiiM\iMih,  liilituis  tcnipnaniout.  Capable  of  the  tendeieit 
rinoihtii>,  mill  luMiii;  a  ivady  lo\Tr  of  beauty  and  Tiitueia 
\^iiN  not  !>liani;r  tli.it  .sho  slituihl  ho  interested  in  a  jorag 
,i;i-iitl«ni.iii  >t  honi  slir  liai!  smi  m>  murh  at  her  father's  honse^ 
4iii«l  wlioin  ili.tt  t.itluM  li.ul  taught  luT  to  respect.  Her  rolling 
M.ii  k  I'M-  li.iil  oiUmi  irlr^M]Oioil  to  his  he«art ;  and  Mr.  Tnrell 
\\«i!«  not  M»  niiuli  MiiiMiM^d  a^  delighted  to  receive  the  M' 
lowiiii;  .ii\*»ii\  nuMiN  K'Mri  :  — 

•'  Nil.  \  »«u  ai.'  lo  WW  {\w  nuv»t  ajireoable  person  in  the  world; 
Mu\  I  -lu»iil.l  ilituk  ui\>tii  \iM\  happ\  if  rrovidiMioe  should  order  it 
.1-  I  »l»-n\  Isn.  >.:.  I  mu>i  »\«nival  my  name,  fearing  you  should 
.  \|iiv^H%-  ki\«* .  A,u\  \:  \,Mi  tl.^  \u^i  iiuhnc  to  iind  me  out,  1  must  submit 
lo  ikt\  St  u\l  i.iiv  .   \,.i   St  WHi  \vmj»ly  i^ith  my  desire,  I  am  your     | 

i«t^Mki\  «l    I.  \.  It.) 

*•  \  V.i  »»i  .Vx'  .ii*iiv.»l.;v..o  ol'  'V.o  lu\ut  the  mouth  speakett**     I 
I  »»>,  "^  \v»'.  i..;\   .i'.  ;!.i>  u»::o:•lv/.^^i^o  was  not  to  l>c  mistaken; 
..»'.\,\-  A  \{  \s.\>  :\\c  111 .uri.igo  above  recorded; 

:;.*  .;  ^^.^N.     ^^i;o  loved  10  love.     The  fd- 

;..v.i   l\.  l\*'.iu.;:;  !.^  his  daughier  is  pleasant 
iix  >x'\  :  — 

"  B.^tv^x,  Dec,  20,  i:?N 

\x'-i-  loiUT  of  I  ho  i*ih  of  ihis  month  was  cxceeti^ 
X*  v.\^  AIM  u>  .\o;!r  uiv>:l.«?r.  wherein  you  expnc^  - 
.'i\\\,  \  i  .'•  ihf  k-uvi  ai<:x\^il<  vM"  IV^vid^^noe  re*p«ff  ^ 
s\\\..\  .... y j5  xiin  !\* •  o: vx-  us  mo rt"  ib.%n  y ou r  bifj'S^' 
v'.  X.:.;  hv>  111  yoxi.  Yl»u  will  emuljue  his  »n5c-^ 
..%!  !i»>  uKNHU'.vinftblo  j^khI  um^^r;  mod.  leaminf  o^*" 
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^  retom  the  same  to  hi  eh,  that  he  maj  hare  aa  rich  a  blessiDg  in 
as  you  have  in  him.  Mr,  Turell  will  direct  yon  in  reaewing 
r  espotisak  to  Cliri^t  at  his  table-  Delaj  not  this  duty,  but 
yourself  to  that  church  and  people  of  God  who  (you  say)  are 
ill  of  good -will  and  loi?e  to  you.  Give  yourself  firit  to  the 
d,  and  thea  uato  thutn  by  the  wiJl  of  God" 

t  was  her  custom^  after  her  marriage,  to  study  and  write, 
made   poetry  her  recreation.      Her  husband  say§  of 

What  greatly  contributed  to  increase  her  koowledge  ia  divinityi 
Dry,  physic,  controversyj  as  well  as  poetry,  was  her  attentive 
ring  most  that  I  read  upon  those  heads  through  the  long  even- 
I  of  the  winters  as  we  sat  together.^ 

I&t  letters  to  her  father  were  full  of  that  sweet,  filial  reve- 

^  which  ancient  manners  promoted  more  than  modem. 

sends  him  a  pressing  invitation,  in  verse,  to  visit  her  in 

happy  manse  at  Medio rd»     Her  reaideuce  then  was  on 

spot  now  occupied  by  the  house  of  Misses  Elizabeth  and 

qr  Ann  Brooks  J  —  the  spot  on  which  this  history  has  been 

lien*     In  imitation  of  Horace,  she  recounts  the  reasons 

^Idjs  coming.     The  poem  is  too  long  to  be  extracted  here ; 

P^e  give  only  a  part ;  — 

**  Prom  the  aoh  shades  and  &dm  the  bdlmy  ffw«eii 
Ol  Medford'ft  flqwery  valea  and  greea  retresls, 
Ycnir  abef  nt  Delia  to  her  father  sendAt 
And  pruys  tu  ncfe  him  tst)  the  sunLnier  <3iidfi* 
Now,  wlule  the  earth's  with  beauteous  vcfduie  djed. 
And  Flora  paiDb)  the  meads  In  aU  h€r  piide ; 
WhiJe  Iddeu  trees  Pomania's  bounty  own, 
And  Cereft'  trcosurcis  do  the  Jiddji  adorn  ; 
From  the  thick.  £mok(^  and  noiay  Cawn^  oh«  oooac^ 
And  in  thcFie  plains  a  while  forget  your  home. 
But  though  rich  dainties  never  spread  mj  banrd, 
Nor  my  cool  vaults  Gakbriau  wines  aiTord  j 
Yet  whiit  is  neat  and  whol^omL'  I  can  spread,  ^ 
My  Roodt  fat  bacon,  und  our  homely  bread, 
W^th  which  my  healthful  tiimily  m  fed  ; 
Milk  from  the  cow^  and  butter  newly  chunifid ; 
And  new,  fresh  cheese,  with  curds  and  cream  just  turned, 
For  a  dsiacrt,  upon  my  table'a  fteeii 
The  goltltn  apple  dud  tlie  mdon  green  J 
The  blushing  peach  and  giotwfy  plum  there  lies, 
Andf  with  the  maiidrsic«j  tempt  your  hands  and  9y&, 
Thk  I  can  give  ;  and  if  you'll  here  rep&iTf 
To  slake  youj  thirst,  a.  cask  of  autumn  bcirx, 
H^tiTved  on  purpose  for  your  drinking  here* 
If  o  staCelj  beda  my  humble  roof  adorn, 
Of  costly  purple^  by  carved  ixvnihcya  borne ; 
Nor  can  I  boost  ArabiA's  ridi  perfumer. 
Diffusing  odoTB  through  our  stately  roomik 

11 


J8S  HL>TOH.T    OF    IflDFOOD. 

For  me  no  fhir  E^jptian  plia  tiw  Inm : 
But  my  ^"^  Hflfn  all  bi  «"«^p  at  ^»«ti"m*, 
ThoufEh  I  no  (inwn  <]r  tapestry  can  ^pnnui, 
A  dam,  wtt  pillow  shall  juppport  Toiir  heuL 
Fnied  widi  the  wool  fram.  o^  my  tender  aheep. 
On  which  with  eaue  and  «fi*CT  ym  in&y  <4eepu 
The  iLi4i|[htinic3le  ^hall  lull  you  to  your  refC, 
And  all  he  calm  and  jftiH  as  ta  tfonr  TrtfOMt," 

In  writing  to  her  only  sister,  in  1728,  she  says, — 

^  Yoa  have  now  jiiat  'pasned  joar  childhood*  and  are  agiiial  il 
that  atage  of  life  which  m  most  exposed  to  snares  and 
Pat  awaj  all  childi-ih  things.  Behave  voorself  womanij 
a  Christian  to  all  with  whom  von  converse.  Indolge  noc  a 
ate  or  fretfal  temper,  much  less  a  haaghtj  or  insnhin^ 
towards  the  meanetit  ^rvant  in  the  family.  Be  obHgni^  mk 
modest,  and  humble ;  *o  shall  yoa  deserve  and  have  the  eatecB  tf 
everybody.  Be  thankfal  to,  and  pray  for,  them  that  are  so  kind  m 
to  admonish  jou.  Be  c/mtenUtL  Wish  not  joorself  in  anoAo'li 
place,  or  that  jon  had  another's  libertj.** 

Before  the  birth  of  her  first  child,  she  was  in  low  arpiiife^ 
and  wrote  in  sad  tone  to  her  Either  ;  to  which  he  made  Ae 
following  reply :  — 

-  B06TOX,  MardL  ft,  17S. 

"My  Dear,  —  I  thank  yoa  for  your  letter  of  yesterday,  but  aa 
sorry  yoo  pine  so  after  me,  and  seem  so  melancholy.  Too  hate 
reason  to  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  the  Lord.  Fear  not  as  to  aool 
or  body,  but  tru.^t  in  his  salvation. 

*•  I  find  myself  easier  in  hearing  from  you,  though  I  see  yoa  not 
You  are  always  on  my  heart  and  mind ;  and  you  are  in  the  hand  of 
a  gracious  and  faithful  God. 

''  I  send  you  a  fine  present  of  two  oranges,  —  all  we  have ;  and  1 
piece  of  chocolate.  Don't  hanker  after  any  thing.  Get  above  that 
womanish  fancy  ;  but  yet  speak,  if  you  crave. 

**  When  the  ground  is  dry,  and  the  weather  warm,  I  shall  hope 
to  make  a  vi-iit  to  you.  The  meanwhile,  we  must  meet  daily,  as 
you  say,  which  is  the  best  meeting  of  all,  before  the  throne  of 
grace.  Your  loving  father, 

Benjamin  Colmak.* 

This  letter  shows,  among  other  things,  that  a  journey  from 
Boston  to  Medford  was  an  event  which  must  be  postponed 
till  the  "weather  is  warm,  and  the  ground  dry."  Such  a 
reason  sounds  strange  now,  when  there  are  twenty  separate 
opportunities  in  each  day  of  going  to  and  coming  from  Bos- 
ton in  public  conveyances. 

After  the  birth  of  her  first  child  (still-bom),  Mrs.  Turell 
writes  thus :  — 


ATTTIIORS* 


■■Bivn  to  tiie  grsve  eie  ic  had  aeen  ^  Hg^W 
Or  with  0(0^  imile  had  diHred  ntj  bnging  tight.*' 

The  second  child  (Clark  Thomas)  lived  only  eleven  days, 
She  thus  writes  of  him :  — 

'*  Tea  d»j»  I  hold  Wm  in  my  jofyM  urmA, 
And  least  mj  ej»  upon  his  ycmtMul  ehanos ; 
Bat  iteu  th«  lung  of  tett^sta  does  adTMit^ 
Ta  picfcc  ita  boiom  with  hi^  iron  kiic& 
2ti  Boid  ideued.  upward  it  takes  ita  fli^t. 
Oh,  never  more  below  to  bli^i  my  fflght ! 
Far€w^  Hwect  habe !     I  hope  to  meet  above. 
And  there  with  yon  ting  our  Eedeein£r'«  loir«^" 

Sensibility,  benevolence,  and  devotion  were  salient  traitt 
I    in  Mrs,  Turell's  chaiacter.   Her  husband  says  of  her,  **  Some 
^fcoitbappy  afikirs  in  Medford,  in  the  years  172^-^0^  produced 
^Koa^y  prayers  and  tears  from  her/*     He  says  elsewhere,  "  It 
Kvafi  her  practice  to  read  the  Bible  out  in  course  once  in  a 
year  ;  ihe  book  of  Psalms  much  oftener  i  besides  many  chap- 
ters and  a  multitude  of  verses,  which  she  kept  turned  down 
in  a  Bible  which  she  had  been  the  owner  and  reader  of  more 
than  twenty  years,"      Again  he  says,  **  When  she  appro* 
hended   she   received  injuries,  silence   and  tears  were  her 
highest  resentments," 

The  Rev,  John  Adams  writes,  after  her  death,  a  long  letter 
in  verse  to  Mr.  TurelL     We  give  here  a  few  lines :  — 

**  Why  hangs  such  sorrow  on  your  perwive  brow  I 
Sayi  Turellj  why  tht-  teais  so  hecly  flow  ? 
If  you  lameni  the  lovely  partner  Qed^ 
In  irain  you  hx^ve  the  sigh«  or  rivers  thed  ] 
Not  eloquence  can  sootbei  nor  vtittM?  tints 
Kor  force  repel  the  power  of  Nature's  law. 

Niiture  hod  ahefl  upon  her  mnple  mind 
ItR  various  giftSi  which  Art  had  wdl  reflnM* 
Few  wtse  h^  word^,  but  close,  and  wdg^hty  txn^  • 
We  oouM  not  blame,  but  grieved  they  were  ea  ^ew* 
Nor  wna  she  Yain,  nor  stained  with  thoHe  neglects 
In  which  too  learned  femalea  lo«e  their  «e^. 
The  tender  tics  of  nuptial  life  she  graced, 
And  ail  the  mother  to  the  child  ei^ressed* 
The  best  of  (jbughters  iii  her  corriafe  dhowtt, 
*    She  fdt  tho  Mend,  and  charTncd  the  weeping  town. 

B'en  now  the  flowing  unmb^ia  left  behind 
Bcdect  the  fmiure«  of  her  virtuous  miiid ; 
Kor  yet,  of  all  the  nympha  that  grace?  the  phiin« 
Hu  one  appeared  to  sing  ao  sweft  »  ^truin- 
But  most  Delation  did  ita  fuwer  slJifusc,  — 
Soul  of  her  ^ul,  the  spirit  of  h^  Miuie*" 


SS4  BISTORT  or   MSDVOBDL 

This  lady  was  certainly  a  polished  stone  in  the  temqfkd 
the  Lord.  She  inherited  a  most  fragile  frame,  an  uTcpiiaii 
sensibility,  and  a  poetic  taste.  Under  pecofiar  drcimislaaca^ 
the  ebbs  and  flows  of  feeling  were  nncontroUaUe ;  bal  As 
deep-laid  principles  of  Christian  faith  and  pions  trost  sv- 
tained  and  delirered  her.  There  was  in  her  a  rhildliks 
transparency  of  soul,  and  a  deep  well  of  Ioto,  which  madekr 
the  admiration  and  blessing  of  all  with  whom  she  lived.  Sk 
was  a  model  wife  for  a  minister,  as  he  was  a  model  hnsband; 
and  the  tribute  he  has  left  to  her  affection,  nsefblness,  and 
pie^,  is  alike  honorable  to  both. 

l!he  death  of  Mrs.  Tnrell  brought  deep  and  lasting  sooow 
to  the  heart  of  her  aged  father.  He  had  liyed  in  her  life,  and 
was  now  ready  to  die  her  death.  Family  afflictions  had  beeft 
few  with  him.  He  says,  '*  For  six  and  twenty  yean  thoe 
had  been  no  death  in  my  family !  ^  In  speaking  of  the  two 
sermons  preached  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Turell,  he  sayi, 
''I  now  make  the  dedication  of  both, — first,  to  the  bdored 
children  of  my  own  flock  and  town ;  and  then  to  the  beloted 
people  of  Medfobd,  to  whom  I  gave  away  no  small  part  of 
the  light  of  my  eyes  in  the  day  I  married  her  to  their 
pastor.^ 
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Flrit  Mnetiiigi^uitUK^  16BQL 

EtiNG  the  first  years  of  their  residence  in  Medford,  our 
tioui  ancestors  irere  not  Eufficiently  numerous  and  rich  to 
oipport  3  ministor  of  the  gospel ;  hence  they  joined  the 
lurches  of  Cambridge,  Charlestown,  Watertown,  Wobnm, 
id  Maiden-  That  they  had  preaching  in  the  town  at  fune- 
Is  and  baptisms^  is  most  probable ;  but  the  loss  of  our  ear- 
Bst  recordj  preTents  our  stating  any  specific  action  on  the 
Jiubject  till  about  1690,  when  the  desire  to  buUd  a  meeting* 
iliouse  became  strong  and  effectual.  They  worshipped  in 
I  wivate  rooms ;  and  we  find  a  vote  of  the  town  to  *'  pay 
^  Thomas  Willis  thirty  shillings  for  the,  use  of  his  rooms  for 
one  year/* 
I     January  17,  1693|  we  find  the  following  record :  — 

■  "At  a  general  town-meeting  of  the  inhabitaDts  of  Medfor^,  being 
fifteen  days  wamedj  Toted  that  there  shall  be  a  meeting^houde 
etectad,  to  be  finished  the  first  of  October  followingi  on  the  land  of 
Mr-  Tliomas  Willia,  near  the  gate  by  Marble  Brook,  oa  a  rock  on 
the  north  side  of  Wobiim  Boad.  It  shall  be  seven  and  twenty  feet 
Jong,  four  and  twenty  feet  wide,  and  fifteen  feet  between  jointj^**^ 


iW  ni.  TOBS    OF    ItSDVOmD. 

Taii  ^Wjmmitreti  ^  whnm  ins  Titnaced  dxis 
TFork,  ••■  ▼irh  riil  power  "ui  v-t  therein."^  '••ae  CaLen 
iinri  Thom-ui  Wiliin,  ••  -o  he  jouiefi  by  "ixe  SeLecaniox. 
HaII  anri  .r'"ir.n  T  liA/'  ^»wiair  :■:  -jo me  ibsacles.  "ae 
▼M  riot  -iui'.r.  ic  tLie  time  ir^c  -jpecidec :  izui  die  t^'^^g^ 
ment  r/iwii-ds  ir.  w*^  ia.d  in  i  v-iie  pa^s^  Sepc  LJ-  InSS.  Ai 
rhiA  rime  "  i  i-: W.ri pcxn.  wia  :r:eiiec.  lad  om*  poTzmivH 
^uhsr.rlheri  "-,7  *r*e  rV-Lt.^vins'  perT<:rL3 :  T'jicmaa  WIHis.  CiUb 
Erootc.i.  ^rey.r.ftr.  Francvj.  ^tepioen.  '^LUl*.  John  Faaa^ 
Johr.  Wr.ir.inofe.  Jo  ha.  Brarlilii:e.  J-.Ciirhaa.  Ti:z3.  Jotui  Sd^ 
jiuL,  N'lrriar.ie:  FLill,  >rjrph.eii  Hal-  ien..  J: on  ^  lJis.  S^ 
phea  Hall,  P-r-iv  tl  Ha.ll.  Ehenezer  Brookj.  Tvel'^"  «hfISB0 
were  ^ubHcrl'r.ef:  -J7  Eleazer  Wier  md  XiciiazieL  WjitB.a2 
six  ^hiiliiiif'^  'jv  '^'im  ;ei  Broolci.'"  A:  this  meeczi^,.  rhettivt 
voi:e*^,  ;inanlmw':.i:7,  that  ■•  every  pers<:-ii  who  reri^ec  n  nfr- 
v:nhe  iho'ilri  paj  ♦:w^:L7e  pence  per  head,  Jdd  :ce  pemLTOi 
the  poanti,  toward*  trie  btiiidin^  of  the  meecinz-horae-*' 

September  2-i,  I6&0,  it  wiu  T:i:i»d  -to  give  *ixty 
for  the  ere'.tlon  .md  SnLahing  ci  the  ho-iie ;  "  bus.  oa  Xov. 
4,  I6O0,  the  tow-  took  a  new  «ep,  aa  foliowa  :  ^  The  mlnfai* 
tann.4,  bein^  now  met  and  aasembled,  have  voted  ^riA  acreei 
to  have  a  p';lpit  and  deacon* '-*eata  made,  and  the  body  if 
seatd  and  the  wall.-i  plastered  with  lime."  Otl  iccoanc  rf 
the^e  aridltion.i  to  the  hci^e,  they  azreed  to  zive  a^Cf 
poand.4. 

The  meet:r.7-ho:.^e  havir.?  been  completed  in  ilay,  1696t 
five  eer.tirrrnen  —  viz.,  Peter  T'lti,  John  Hall.  sen..  CtW) 
Brook*,  >t^:pher.  Fr-inrl.--.  an-i  S'lephen  Willis  —  were  choMA 
"  the  committee  to  ^ilif.f:  tr.e  inhar>itan:s  in  the  meecing-hoaje ; 
the  Selectmen  nr^t  to  pLce  the  committee." 

There  Is  no  account  of  any  separate  reliziou*  services  it 
the  laying  of  the  comer-stone,  or  for  the  dedication  of  the 
hoiL-se.  Whether  our  Puritan  fathers  feared  being  too  Jev- 
i-sh,  or  too  Popi.ih,  or  too  Episcopal,  we  know  not. 

Thus  our  ancestors  provided  themselves  with  their  fint 
hor.se  for  public  worship  ;  and  when  we  consider  that  at  that 
time  there  were  but  thirty  male  inhabitants  of  the  town  who 
paid  taxes  on  estates,  we  may  see  clearly  the  cause  of  deUy- 
ifilf  such  an  expenditure,  without  supposing  any  lack  of 
int.ere^.t  in  piety  or  the  church. 

The  "jy-it  on  which  the  first  house  stood  is  now  occupied 
hy  a  cr>t:r,«j^fe,  owned  by  Mr.  Noah  Johnson,  in  West  Med- 
ford.     'ihe  passage-way,  which  was  closed  by  '*  the  gale** 
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ioned  m  the  rote,  $tiU  exms  as  a  way  to  another  bao^e 

wliicli  Mr.  Johnson  now  resid^L.     This  spot,  consecrated 

tbe  prajer«  and  worship  of  our  ancestors,  is  aboat  twentj 

east-north-^ast  from  the  crotch  of  the  two  it»addj  —  one 

to  Wobom,  the  other  to  West  Cambridge, 

The  meeting-houses  of  this  period  were  genej^y  square, 

Bearly  so.     Some  had  spires,  and  were  of  two  stories,  with 

lleries.     The  one  in  Medford  was  nearlj  square,  of  one 

f,  and  without  spire  or  galleries^  but  its  windows  secured 

outside  shutters.     The  roof  was  rery  steep,  find  its 

ihle  appeaxftice  ( twenty -seveo  by  twenty -four)  C9Jk  be 

Ij  imagined ;    and,  if  it  bad    been    made  with  walls 

1,  its  cost  probably  would  not  have  exceeded  sixty 

Twelve  shillings  were  annually  paid  ''  for  keeping 

meeting-house.'' 

ostead  of  pulpits »  many  bouses  had  tables,  from  which 
■ermou  was  preached,  and  around  which  certain  privi- 
jed  persons,  besides  the  deacons,  were  permitted^  by  a  rote 
the  town,  to  sit. 

The  order  of  services  was  much  like  that  now  pieTalent  in 

^Qgregational  churches,  except  that  the  Scriptures  were  not 

and  there  was  no  choir.     The  congregation  sung ;  and 

de^acon's   pitch-pipe  was    the  only  instrumental  music 

lowed* 

Baptisms  were  always  administered  in  the  meeting-house ; 
id,  if  a  child  bad  been  bom  on  Sunday  morning,  it  was 
botight  a  fit  oiferiug  of  piety  to  have  it  baptized  in  that 
aooB. 
As  pews  were  not  tolerated  at  fij^t,  the  town  chose  a  com- 
_mittee  "  to  seat  the  congregation."     Although  this  committee 
composed  of  the  most  judicious  and  popular  men,  their 
istona  were  not  always  satisfactory-     The  rules  laid  down 
for  seating  the  people  were  passed  Nov.  SO,  1713,  and  are  as 
follows :  "  The  rule  to  be  observed  by  said  committee,  in  seat- 
ing of  persons  in  ssdd  meeting-house,  is  the  quality  of  persons ; 
-they  who  paid  mast  for  building  the  house,  they  who  pay 
^^nost  for  the  minister's  support,  and  the  charges  they  have 
^Been  at  and  now  do  pay  to  the  public,"     In  1703,  there  was 
^Ko  much  heartburn iug  at  the  placing  of  the  people,  that,  in 
^Ihe  true  spirit  of  republican  Congregationalism,  they  rebelled, 
and  chose  a  new  committee  to  do  the  work  over  again. 

The  origin  of  pews  seems  to  have  been  in  a  petition  of 
lajor  Wade  for  liberty  to  build  one- 


-mitti 
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«  May  25,  1696 :  Major  Natlmiiiel  Wade  stall  hwm 
to  baild  a  pew  in  the  meeting -house  when   he  abaU 
reason  to  do  so/^     Nothing  appears  in  the  recxird  t^ 
this  '*  liberty  |  "  and  therefore  we  are  left  to  set  it  do 
forefathers*  charity,  or  submission  to  wealth,  or 
toloration  of  rank.     As  the  major  was  the  richest 
kid  proba[»ly  done  moit  for  the  building  of  the  house, 
although  this  liberty  was  granted  to  build  when  h& 
reiison,**  the  town  waa  nerrou&ly  careful  to  define  the 
of  his  pew,  and  tx>  fix  its  exai^  position.     One  ¥ote,  on  am 
occasion 5  directed  the  committee  (o  see  tha^"it  should 
go  beyond  the  first  bar  of  the  window," 

A  grant  subsequently  made  to  another  gentlemau  wi» 
ficcompuuied  with  this  condition,  —  that  "  he  must  t^e  inli 
his  pew  one  or  two  persoDSj  not  belonging  to  his  £uailfi 
whom  the  town  may  name/* 

March  6,  1(>99:  Thomas  Willis  presented  to  the  towMpU 
a  gift,  a  deed  of  the  piece  of  laud  on  which  the  nieetii^ 
house  was  standing. 

On  the  same  day,  the  town  roted  "  to  build  a  fore^gallerf 
in  the  meeting-housej  with  thiee  seats  ;  said  seats  to  be 
parted  in  the  middle,  one~half  to  be  used  by  the  men,  and  the 
cither  by  the  women."  This  custom  of  making  the  galleiy* 
seats  free,  and  of  confining  those  on  one  side  to  the  tise  of 
males,  and  the  others  to  the  use  of  females,  continued  in  Med* 
ford  until  our  day* 

This  **  fore -gallery  "  became  a  cause  of  conflict  between 
the  two  sexes  [  By  the  vote  of  1699,  the  **  women  *'  were  to 
occupy  one  side,  and  the  **  men  "  the  other.  Of  course  this 
just  decision  satisfied  the  gentler  sex ;  and  they  enjoyed  the 
boon  till  Jan.  31,  1701,  when  the  town  voted  that  men  onijf 
should  sit  in  the  front  gallery  of  the  meeting-house  1  This 
unexplained  outrage  on  female  rights  roufeed  into  ominous 
activity  certain  lively  members,  whose  indignant  eloquence 
procured  the  call  of  another  town -meeting  within  fire  weeki, 
when  it  was  voted  to  reconsider  the  decision  of  the  Slst  of 
January,  and  thus  put  the  matter  statu  qua  ante  bcttum. 
When  the  history  of  the  **  women  movement "  of  our  day 
shall  be  written,  we  commend  the  above  feet  to  their 
grapher. 

At  the  same  meeting,  Lieut*  Peter  Tufts,  Ebenezer  Broo; 
and  Stephen  Willis,  had  leave  granted  them  to  build  emch  m 
pew.     This  vote  was  strangely  modified^  with  respect  to  one 
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ese  gentlemen  J  on  tte  Sd  of  January,  1715:  '*  Voted 

the  town  will  grant  Mr*  Ebenezer  Brooks  a  pew  in  the 

of  their  meeting-house  joining  to  the  minister*s  pewj  and 

trty  to  make  a  door  into  said  pew  on  the  outside  of  said 

ting*kQme**^     This  was  the  first  grant  of  the  kind,  and 

ehould  hope  it  would  be  the  last ;  for  to  see  the  outside 

E  meetmg -house  thus  sliced  up  into  little  private  doors, 

ly  eould  not  add  much  to  its  beauty  or  its  warmth. 

aJy  28,  1702 :  "  Voted  to  giVe  Ensign  John  Bradshaw 

en  shillings  for  sweeping  the  meeting-house  one  year, 

g  the  snow  away  from  the  front-door,  and  shutting  the 

ments," 

or,  25,  1712  :  The  town,  for  the  first  time,  granted  per- 
ision  to  one  of  their  number  to  build  a  shed  for  his  horse. 
merciful  man  is  merciful  to  his  beast."  If  horses  thinkj 
t  must  they  have  thought  of  the  early  settlers  ? 
We  have  dwelt  on  these  minute  details,  because  they  only 
give  the  true  history  of  our  early  ancestors.  These  little 
tell  great  truths.  They  show  lis  how  much  our  fathers 
_^  with  the  scantiest  means  ;  and,  better  thjin  all,  they  prove 
to  us  that  the  noble  Anglo*Saxon  Puritans  who  settled  those 
shores  could  not  he  seduced  by  poverty  to  abate  a  rittle  of 
their  high-minded  integrity,  or  their  jealousy  of  power,  ox 
ibeir  Christian  enthusiasm. 
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f  Mi.i«iy  ui.vuf  r««»f  eiu^r*'     It  v»  v^  iur^t  fimninTii  ,^_^ 
|«<HH4*1.'       Ill    1710.   fl»«:    *«;♦//>'-.   i^i-a   cantf   in  ir  na 
•|iH.Miii«fi  111  i|i)u  fill  III  ;  ••  I'ljt  I'/  v'//:,  "rii*jpiiH:  -ae  -nwxw* 

llMllil  .1    IM.^V    IMiMlihK  I|IMI««J    forih^''l\L       ViOi!!   3L  3ft  3«^ 

A  iiMivi.iiM  hi  Dii  lull  III' inll?^:•ltloc've^7fiILlJT■»n^Laatfi• 
<•llly  liilitH  •«•'*  oMiiio  (livniHity  of  opiriK/n  n  i  t^ 
li.M.it  |(tii>itli«UHn  III  iiiilri,  lliorijforc,  U»  mcu«  iot 
ll(i.  III. -I  |iltiii,  iliiv  ui'M'  willing  to  a/xftde  to  wras  j — ^ 
•iimI  ili..lMh.Moi4il  iiini  iiiif/lil.  Hiiy  waM  Ixrbt.  Accordin^i 
MmiiJi  I.  III.MI.  ill  It  full  tiiwn  meeting,  they  put  the  qo» 
lliiii  lliiifii  • 

'  Wliiitiin  Hill  lo\\ii  will  Hhminp  II  romiiiittcc  of  five  gtullfiM^ 
li'im  -t«utu  III  iitii  iii'IhIiI*«»iIhh  i*»wnH,  to  j^ive  their  advice,  whette 
II  Mill  lii.  uiti'i  «»»u^*aiii'hl  lor  llio  lt)wn,  at  present,  to  build  a  new 
iMtiiiu,^  »um  .1..  lii  lo  ««hliiiMo  Iho  tiltl.  And,  in  case  said  oomimttM 
•Im  till  I  i. I.  (,.  I. (Kilt  t\  iww  imvtui^  ItoiiMo.thgnfuud  committee  to  itito 
•I  jilini  .«.  IU..U  ilu»  iH'uiio  oi'  ilio  lowu  lirt  can  be,  which  shall  W 
lii.i  iiiiuii.<ik.ii,.  ti,|.  ^^ittvlit  iii\\u  lor  Netting  of  said  house.' 

\Ui'  \\x-   ■  xi.u^l  lit  ihi-  .iiruiualivc,"  and  the  meetingWM 

ih.  u  .iilj..uii.  A  ,M,..  x\vvk  lo  Maivh  II;  but  the  time  was  too 

Ui.ii  iiu   ...  uiu  K  '.  i^uu ^^^      \V Uou,  lio WO vor,  the  meeting of 

ill.    I  hti  I. '.A  i\is   ^!,,.  uM\ii  jmsmhI  ii  vote  supplementary  to 

ili.4i  I'i  »tu    ;iK  lu.i  .  Mui  III  ilicsv*  words  ;ire  the  record: — 

■  \i  ..41.1  lUsowii^.  y\\\  io\wv\  %fchcther  iho  town  will  abide  by, 

i^uA  u.i  .ki.aK.l  \\'.*».  iNv-  .4x'  ,^v  *uvl  vlot^ruiiuation  of  the  above 

»ul  .»'iiiiiuus ».  \\iux  i\  -.'<  k.\  'v  »4v\vi\li»^  to  the  vote  above  written, 

u  It  1 1  III.;  lo  ti.iiM'ii^  4  no^  '"*.vii»^» house  or  enlarging  of  the  ott 

iu.l  a'.  .^1  «..  ui  .iv.Dk^  .4  I'l.uv  'V4:  >^U  hvHi^e.     Voted  iuthea&iDSr 


li\s-. 


l^i-i  wiv  \*.k.^  •.Sfi.vkVvl  aitci  '.he 'oMftt  hai^l  chosen  ch*  cob- 

iui'.Uv\    ^ua  \.kv'.    '.»i\*i\iM\  l^NUUevl    v»itteChiE;;{    ct   ibeiT 


b\  i*.  A\  I -v.*  I.  uK-i    'K^vN  a  y^»ir's  vielay  utd  rinc23  b* 
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;  tA  vote,  wliether  the  town  doth  aecept  of  ibe  result  of  the 
,  referriog  to  a  meeting-house  in  Medford,  as  a  perfect 
ardlng  to  the  Totes  of  said  town.     Voted  in  the  negtt-^ 


_         not  appear  what  were  the  grounds  of  objection  to 

^  7«siilt  of  the  committee ;  but  the  TOte  aboTe^  of  Feb.  20, 

forth  the  following  protest  from  the  Westenders :  — 

'  We,  the  suhscribers,  do  enter  our  dissent  against  the  town's 
edings  in  the  above- written  vote  (of  the  20th  of  Fehruarf)^ 
e  following  reiisoni^ ;  to  wit :  — 
L.  ThaL  at  a  meeung  legally  convened,  March  14,  1720,  the 
did  make  choice  of  a  committee  of  five  gentlemen,  to  advise 
:  determine  the  a^air  of  the  meeting-house  in  said  town,  aa  may 
I  appear  hy  aaid  votes  referring  thereto ;  and  did  aho  hind 
$eit'€^,  by  a  vote,  to  abide  bj,  and  re^t  satisfied  with,  the  ad  rice 
determination  of  said  coraraittee* 
v2.  The  gentlemen  chosen  by  the  town  aa  a  committee^  being 
;  At  Medford,  April  2^  17'iO,  atler  consultation  upon  said  aJfair, 
up  a  result,  under  all  their  haoda,  and  publicly  read  and 
ed  the  same  to  the  town,  or  those  of  them  then  present 
That  said  commiltee,  by  their  result,  did  obhge  the  inhabi- 
i  of  the  West  End  of  the  town  to  procure  the  land  for  erecting 
meeting-housse  upon,  at  their  own  coat  anJ  charge ;  and  also 
aove  all  encumbrances,  as  expressed  in  said  result. 
That  we,  the  subscribers,  have,  in  jb«dience  to  said  result, 
eured  the  land  and  removed  the  encumbrances,  as  above  said,  at 
coat  and  charge ;  and,  for  tliese  and  the  lilte  reasons,  we 
against  said  vote  as  being  illegal  and  uiyust, 

4*  Jofuf  WamtoaB.  foEs  PaANora* 

CaJ'JSB  Bkooecs.  Samfel  Fbaxoib. 

K^'iaAjaEL  FoA^cis. 

Stbpkbn  Hali.. 

SrsFiim  WuMLfBt 
Olitsr  Attwoodw 
Aairatt  HAJt&n, 


Thomas  Wujai* 

JToSN  FAAKCtfi, 

Ebrhkebr  BaooEfl, 
FaAJiou  WBiETMoaa. 
&4icim.  BaooKA, 
WntUJkM  FoTTorr. 

TkoMAS  IT  ATI.** 


Aj*  thii  subject  created  loeal  or  territorial  interests,  it  was 
T>ra den tly  thought  best  not  to  force  any  measure  relating  to 
iL  More  than  a  year  elapsed  before  any  decisive  action  wa» 
taken.  July  19,  172^,  voted  "to  build  a  meeting-house  ac» 
cording  to  the  advice  and  determination  of  the  honored  com- 
mittetf  chosen  and  empowered  by  the  town  to  state  that 
aSair^  and  in  the  same  place  which  said  committee  stated  and 
i^ered  in  the  result**' 
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This  vote  immediately  called  forth  n  protest  from  the 
endersj  in  the  following  words  :  — 

"We,  the  subscribers,  do  enter  our  dissent  againfit  the 
aboveiaid,  referring  to  tfie  building  of  a  new  meeting-house,  fof  " 
reasons  following ;  to  wit ;  first,  it  is  whoUy  contrary  to  the  wuf* 
rant  granted  for  said  meeting;  and  also,  it  being  contrarj  to  i 
former  vote  of  the  town. 


.  Thomas  Tvrrs,     J  «* 
John  Willib. 
John  Eiciuni>550N* 
Benjamix  Willis, 

John  BuAXisiiAW,  jun. 


JoxATHUt  BbaIMBAV. 
JOKH   HaLU 

Thomij  Woxib^ 


This  difference  of  opinio n^  running  longitudinally  ea^  and 
west,  destroyed  not  the  harmony  of  the  town  in  other  thingf ; 
but  served  only  to  postpone  action,  and  wait  the  leadings  of 
Providence*  More  than  two  years  elapsed  before  we  find  the 
following  vote :  **  To  place  the  new*  meeting-house  either  m 
the  north  or  south  side  of  the  country  road,  on  a  piece  of 
land  belonging  to  John  Bradshaw,  jun.'*  This  spot  was 
afterwards  rejected.  More  unanimity  began  now  to  prevail 
in  this  matter ;  md  a  committee  was  chosen  whose  wisdom 
and  impartiality  hatmonized  every  thing.  The  spot  selected 
waa  on  the  south  stdt  of  the  country  road,  near  "Marble 
Brook,"  four  or  five  rods  sonlh-east  of  the  bridge  now  acro^i 
that  stream,  which  aftei wards  took  the  name  of  "Meeting- 
house Brook,"  and  retains  it  to  this  day.  The  land  wm 
owned  by  that  self-made  and  thrifty  famier,  Mr.  John  Albree ; 
and  on  the  10th  of  January,  1726,  the  town  voted  to  give 
fifty- five  pounds  for  one  acre,  and  to  appropriate  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  pounds  for  the  building  of  the  house*  The 
committee  appointed  to  determine  the  size  and  shape  of  the 
house  were  "  Thomas  Tufts,  Esq.,  Captain  Ebenezer  Brooks, 
Mr.  Peter  Sec  combe,  Mr,  John  Ei  chard  son.  Captain  Samuel 
Brooks,  Mr,  John  Willis,  ]Mr.  William  Willis,  Lieutenanl 
Stephen  Hall,  Mr.  John  Fr^picis,  Mr.  Benjamin  Parker,  and 
Mr.  John  Whitmore."  ^They  reported  that  **it  would  be 
proper  for  tliis  toVvn  to  build  a  meeting-house  fifty-twt>  feet 
large,  thirty-eight  feet  wide,  and  thirty-three  feet  posla.''' 
This  report  was  accepted,  and  the  same  committee  empowered 
to  build  the  house. 

Every  thing  now  went  on  harmoniously ;  and  we  can  easily 
imagine  the  appearance  of  the  new  house,  —  more  than  twice  as 
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igh  as  its  predecessofj  and  about  twice  as  large.    The  steeple, 
siag  from  the  centre  of  the  four-faced  roof,  gave  to  the 
icturc  an  appearance  like  that  of  .the  old  meeting-house 
standing  in  Ilingham,  Mass,,  which  was  built  in  1680. 
ome  of  us  remember  the  old  meeting-house  in  Lynn,  built 
pkbotit  the  sajne  timcj  after  the  same  model* 

Aug,  94,  1121  :  **  Voted  to  meet  in  the  new  meetingiouae 
sibbath-day  after  next."      Accordingly^  on  Sunday,  Sept.  3, 
1727,  the  inhabitants  of  Medford  met  for  the  first  time  in. 
beir  new  house  ;  and  Pev,  Mr*  Turell  preached  an  appro- 
priate sermon  from  Psalm  Ixxxiv.  1 :  •*  How  amiable  are  thy 
abematles,  O  Lord  of  hosts  !  "     Any  special  dedicatory  ser- 
ices  would  have  been  distasteful  to  a  people  who  had  not 
jforgotten  the  superstitions  of  Popery,  or  the  persecutions  of 
le  English  church. 
Here  was  a  new  fortress  for  keeping  the  truth,  and  also 
for  assailing  the  *'ten  idols:"   1.  The  surplice  and  Popish 
rardrobe,     2.  The  sign  of  the  cross  in  baptism,     3,  Kneel- 
fing  at  the  Lord's  Supper.     4.  Setting  the  communion-table 
lultar-wise.      5,  Bowing  at  the  name  of  Jesus.     6.    Popish 
holidays,     7,  Consecrating  churches.     8.  Organs  and  cathe- 
dral*music.    9,  The  Book  of  Common  Prayer*    10.  A  church 
government  by  bishops. 

I  Our  Puritan  forefathers  having  procured  their  second  house 
libr  pubHc  worship  of  a  size  commensurate  with  their  num- 
bers, and  at  a  cost  proportionate  to  their  wealth,  their  first 
care  was  for  their  pastor's  family  ;  and  they  passed  the  follow- 
ing vote  :  '*  That  the  town  will  build  a  ministerial  i>ew  in  the 
meeting-house,  in  the  place  where  the  Rev.  Mr.  Turell  shall 
choose." 
L  As  no  pews  were  built,  the  people  were  to  sit  on  long,  un- 
f  cushioned  seats,  wherever  the  **  seating  committee  "  should 
designate.  This  custom  became  less  and  less  agreeable  ;  and, 
by  degrees,  the  just,  pacific,  and  convenient  fashion  of  sepa- 
rated  pews  crept  in*  Various  expedients  were  devised,  and 
many  of  them  abandoned  ;  but,  Oct  2Sj  1727j  it  was  voted 
**that  certain  lots  for  pews  should  be  sold,  but  that  each 
person  must  build  his  pew  at  his  o^Ti  cost ;  and  if  he  moved 
out  of  town,  his  pew  became  the  town's,  the  town  paying 
therefor."  Subsequently  it  %Tas  voted  to  build  twenty-seven 
pews,  and  then  let  the  committee  determine  who  should  have 
a  right  to  build.  The  req[uisites  were  age^  dignity,  parentage, 
usefulness,  and  the  charges  which  persons  had  paid  to  the 
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town  ftud  to  the  meetmg-hoiase.  Here  was  a  wide  door  • 
for  jealousy  and  discoateat.  The  next  year,  17  ^8,  the  com- 
mittee detenniDe  *'  to  build  twenty -eight  pewt ,"  to  be  placed 
next  the  wall,  all  round  the  houee.  Each  pew  had  its  prio 
a«»eM8ctl  Ijy  the  eomtnittee,  and,  when  paid  for,  was 
ranteed  to  its  owner  as  regular  real  estate.  Some  had  uii 
dooTB,  and  therefore  must  be  entered  through  a  contiguous 
pew  I  The  right  of  choice  was  now  given  to  twenty-fife 
gontlouicn ;  and  here  follows  the  eventful  catalogne  in  the 
order  fixed  accordiag  to  the  BUpposed  eocial  rank  of  each  :— 

"  Mr*  Jc*hn  Francis,  sen,,  Mr.  Job  a  Rrad?haWj  CaptaiD  Ebeoexer 
Bro4)kt4,  Captain  Samuel  Brooks,  Lieuteuant  Stephen  HalJ,  Mr* 
P(?tor  8(.^f*i*oinbtv  Thomas  Tufts,  Esq.,  Captaia  Samuel  Wade, 
FniTH'ift  WhUmorts  John  Willis,  Mr.  John  Wbitmore,  Mr,  John 
Rirhnnlstni,  WilHam  Willis,  Mr.  Jonathan  Hall,  Mr.  Peter  Tiifls, 
Deaf  on  Thomris  Hall,  Mr,  Benjamin  Wniia,  Mr.  Benjamin  Porlei, 
Mr,  Thorua!^  Oaks,  Dr.  Simon  Tntb,  Mr.  John  Albree,  Mr*  Joseph 
Tuftis,  Mr-  WiUiam  Patten,  Mr,  John  Bradshawjun*|  and  Mr*  Joha 
llalL" 

We  know  not  the  exact  position  of  any  pew  occupied  by 
either  of  the  twenty-five  gentlemen,  save  one ;  and  that  is 
the  pew,  number  oncj  which  was  the  first  on  the  east  side  of 
the  broad  aisle,  nearest  the  front  door,  taken  by  Captain 
8amuel  Brooks.  Ilis  son  Thomas  chose  the  same  place  in 
the  third  new  house*  The  price  of  these  pews  varied  from 
twelve  to  eight  pounds, 

17^9  :  Voted  "  to  petition  the  General  Conrt  for  some  rehef 
under  present  diflTerencea  and  difficulties."  The  town  ap- 
points "  Captain  Ebenezer  Brooks,  Mr,  Peter  Seccombe,  Mr* 
William  Patten,  and  Jonathan  Tomson,  as  a  committee  to  lay 
the  case  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,*'  A  committee  of  four  (Hodijah  Savage,  Thomas 
Berry,  Joseph  Wilder,  and  William  Ward)  met  at  IMedibrd, 
wlien  all  things  were  explained  concerning  the  discontent 
and  disputes  about  certain  pews  in  the  new  meeting-house. 
The  award  was  drawn  up  in  form,  and  was  final,  and  it  placed 
three  or  four  persons  anew  1 

June  36,  1740:  The  town  voted  to  place  a  bell  on  the 
meeting-house  ;  but,  as  it  was  decided  to  purchase  the  bell 
with  money  which  should  be  raised  from  the  sale  of  bricki 
owned  by  the  town,  the  bell  was  not  bought,  because  the 
bricki  were  not  sold.  However,  this  appendage  to  a  meeting- 
house, BO  necessary  in  those  days,  when  watches  were  not  as 
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plenty  as  they  are  now^  was  furnished  in  1744  by  certain 
iber^  gentlemen  of  the  town  ;  and  five  pounds  was  paid  for 
ringing  it  a  year. 

Jan.  15, 1788 :  Voted  "  to  repair  the  steeple  of  the  meeting-house, 
to  put  a  pulley  on  the  front  door,  and  make  a  convenient  horse- 
block." 

"July  28,  1736:  «  Voted  that  John  Bradshaw,  jun.,  should  have 
liberty  to  cut  a  door-place  and  make  a  door  at  the  south  end  of  the 
meeting-house  into  his  pew." 

So  near  to  "  Marble  Brook  "  was  this  house  placed^  that, 
on  the  3d  of  December,  1745,  the  town  voted  to  take  all 
necessary  measures  "  to  prevent  the  water  of  the  brook  from 
washing  away  the  earth  near  the  north-west  corner  of  the 
meeting-house." 

How  significant  of  character  are  these  little  details  of 
town  legislation,  sectional  jealousies,  mutual  concessions,  and 
hereditary  rank ! 

This  second  meeting-house  was  in  use  forty-three  years ; 
during  which  time  there  were  five  thousand  one  hundred 
and  thirty -four  sermons  preached,  and  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  persons  baptized  in  it.  The  farewell  ser- 
vice was  March  4,  1770. 

The  house  was  sold  at  auction,  to  John  Laithe,  for  £M 
(O.T.) ;  its  underpinning  to  Benjamin  Hall,  for  £13.  6s.  8d. 
The  land  sold  for  £197  (O.T.) ;  the  old  schoolhouse  upon 
it,  for  £38. 
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I ;  doors  and  windows  to  be  painted  three  times ;  leads 
lleys  in  the  windows.  The  whole  cost  not  to  exceed 
5s.  8d,"     This  plan  was  adopted,  and  the  house  built 

spot  now  occupied  by  the  meeting-house  of  the  first 
.  Another  important  vote  was  passed,  providing  that 
:ription  should  be  opened,  and  the  citizen  who  sub- 

the  most  towards  building  the  house  should  have  his 
loice  of  a  pew ;  and  so  the  rest,  in  the  order  of  their 
J  sums.  Forty-five  gentlemen  subscribed.  March 
69,  voted  to  have  a  spire,  whose  cost  should  **  not 

£66.  13*.  4d."     May  15,   1769,  voted  "that  there 

conducting-rods  put  upon  the  steeple,  if  they  cost  the 
othing."     Price  of  labor  at  this  time,  for  a  man,  8s. 

day ;  for  man  and  team,  6s.  8d, 

he  usual  courtesy,  the  pastor  took  the  first  choice,  and 
1  pew  No.  27;  which  thereupon  became  the  "minis(jer*s 
owned  by  the  town. 

pews  in  the  meeting-house  were  chosen  '^  according 
irote  of  the  town  and  the  tenor  of  subscription,"  Feb. 
),  as  follows  :  — 


Brooks,  jun. 

No.l 

[shop    .     . 
I  Hall  .     . 

2 
3 

aall      .     . 

4 

erHall      . 

5 

ade      .     . 

6 

Hall    .     . 

7 

Turner  .     . 

8 

I  Tufts,  3d 

9 

I  Tufts .     . 

IP 

Bradshaw 

11 

Angier     . 
Bums 

12 
.     13 

r  Pool  .     . 

14 

n  Patten  . 

15 

.... 

16 

Tufts  .     . 

17 

Tufts,  2d 

18 

in  Teal     . 

19 

^  Tufts      . 

20 

Fowle  .     . 

22 

rufts     .     .     , 

22 

I  Hall   .     . 

23 

[all  .     .     . 

24 

Thomas  Seccombe 
Benjamin  Hall 
Minister's  Pew     . 
Isaac  Royal     .     . 
Timothy  Newhall 
Peter  Jones     .     . 
Nathan  Tufts,  jun 
Timothy  Hall  .    . 
Hezekiah  Blanchard 
Thomas  Patten.   . 
Joseph  Thompson 
Henry  Putnam    . 
Seth  Blodget 
Willis  Hall 
Jacob  Hall  . 
John  Leathe 
Samuel  Jenks 
Andrew  Hall 
Isaac  Warren 
Isaac  Greenleaf 
Samuel  Kidder 
Simon  Tufts     .     . 
Ebenezer  Blanchard 
Edward  Brooks    • 


25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
40 
41 
42 
48 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 


43 


HISTOKY   OP    HEDmED. 

It  ia  specially  recorded,  that,  at  "the  rabiag'*  of 
meetmg-houB€;,  which  took  place  July  26  and  27, 1769,  **  thi 
wai  no  one  hurt,"     That  »uch  an  exemption  was  remark 
at  that  period^  may  he  ex  plain  ed  hy  the  fact^  that   prohablj 
our  fathers  did  not  put  themselves  into  that  condition  whieb 
generally  secures  catastxophies.     An  authentic  record  fim 
another  town,  under  date  of  Sept.  13,  1773,  may  make  tliifl 
matter  clear :  "  Voted  to  provide  one  barrel  of  West  Indii 
rum,  five  barrels  of  New  England  rum,  one  barrel  of  good 
brown  sugar,  half  a  box  of  good  lemons,  and  two  loaves  of 
loaf  sugar,  for  framing  and  raiting  the  meeting-house/^     Here 
a  natural  consequence  followed,  ^ — two-thirds  of  the  framt 
fell :  many  were  hurt,  and  some  fatally* 

Thus  our  fathers  procured  for  themselves  their  third  l«aa* 
pie  of  worship,  placed  near  the  ccBtre  of  population,  upon  a 
commanding  spot,  and  exhibiting  a  most  reepoctable  exteriof, 
with  a  commodious  and  appropriate  interior*  It  is  agreeable 
to  one^s  mind  to  contrast  the  three  forms  of  meeting*lioissei 
which  obtained  in  New  England  up  to  this  time.  The  fint 
was  a  one-stor)%  square  building,  in  naked  and  uncheerful 
simplicity,  w^ith  straw-thatched  roof;  lighted,  not  by  glis* 
windows,  but  by  the  opening  of  outside  shutters ;  and  had 
within  neither  pews  nor  pulpit*  The  second  was  two  storigf 
high  •  had  diamond-glass  windows  ;  a  four-sided,  sloping  roo^ 
of  wood,  with  a  turret  in  its  centre  for  a  beU ;  and  sometimei 
a  portico  in  front ;  and,  within,  a  gallery,  some  pews,  a 
deacon *s  seat,  and  a  pulpit.  The  third  was  two  stories  high, 
had  window  sashes  and  square  glass,  a  two-sided  roof,  with  a 
tower  from  th*  ground,  and  three  porches ;  w^hile  its  interior 
showed  galleries  round  three  sides,  in  which,  fronting 
pulpit,  were  seata  for  twenty-five  or  fifty  smgers ;  and, 
the  lower  floor,  wall-pews,  three  inches  higher  than  the  reit; 
two  free  seats,  nearest  the  pulpit,  for  deaf  old  men  an*! 
women ;  a  deacon's  seat,  in  front  of  the  pulpit ;  and  lh« 
sacred  desk  not  at  the  end,  as  is  now  the  fashion,  but  ia 
the  centre  of  one  of  the  longest  sides  of  the  house,  its  top 
from  eight  to  ten  feet  above  the  floor,  and  over  it  fattened  i 
"  sounding-board,"  The  atxton,  up  to  this  time,  had  h^ 
post  of  honor  near  the  preachisr  ;  and  his  duty  was  to  aUeiii|^| 
to  any  wants  of  the  officiating  Clergyman,  and  ako  to  turn  tli" 
hour-glass  when  its  sands  had  rua  out.  This  last  operation 
was  doubtless  to  inform  the  congregation  haw  much  instruc- 
tion they  had  received,  and  to  prophesy  of  the  remainder^ 


til  a 
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\  is  not  difficult  to  imagme  the  appDarance  of  a  congregation 
16d0,  —  the  men  on  one  side,  and  the  women  on  the  other, 
on  wooden  benches,  in  January,  under  a  thatched 
,vith  one  or  two  open  window-places,  without  stoveSj 
Stemhold    and    Hopkins    and    the    New    England 
Wf  and  then  listening  to  a  two-hours*  service  with  de- 

[On  Sunday,  March   11,  1770,  our  fathers  and  mothers, 

%h  their  entire  families,  entered,  for  the  first  time,  their 

bw  nteeting-hoase.     Unfortunately,  their  beloved  pastor  was 

smd  the  services  of  the  day  were  performed  by  IVIr, 

idrew  Elliot,  jun,,  a  tutor  in  Harvard  College.     The  cele- 

ted  George  Whitefield  preached  a  dedicatory  discourse  in 


house,  Aug.  26,  1770,  fron  2  Chron,  v. 


Our  fathers 


no  special  services  for  the  dedication  of  a  new  house  of 
irship,  because  they  could  not  tolerate  any  imitation  of  the 
jlish  church  ;  and  we  have  always  had  to  regret  their 
aer  indiscretion  in  banishing,  for  the  same  poor  reason, 
be  sacred  observance  of  Christmas  and  Good  Friday. 
June  11,  1770;  "Voted  not  to  grant  seats  for  singers/' 
July  28,  1771,  Sunday  :  On  this  day  was  used,  for  the 
time,  the  new  pulpit-cushion  given  by  William  Peppe- 
Esq.,  who  imported  it  from  England,  at  a  cost  of  eleven 
;iinea;s. 

March  5,  1787 :  Some  inhabitants  of  taste  and  public  spi- 
propose  to  plant  ornamental  trees  in  front  of  the  meeting- 
ouse.     The  tow^n  voted  not  to  have  them  I 
May  10,  1802 :  Voted  to  buy  a  new  belh 
Oct*  5,  1812 :  Voted  not  to  have  a  stove  in  the  meeting- 
Eiuse! 

Never  was  there  a  house  that  received  fewer  repairs*     In 

)14,  they  who  are  first  to  discover  need**,  and  quickest  to 

ilieve  them,  subscribed  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ;  and 

>n  the  pulpit  wore  a  new  color,  showed  a  new  cushion, 

ad  rejoiced  in  new  curtains <     One  gentleman  was  admitted 

participation  in  this  pious  offering  of  the  ladies,  by  present- 

a  copy  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  in  two  volumes. 
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ere  the  first  schoolhouse  stood  is  not  known  ;  but  it 
obablr  near  the  mecting-house>  at  the  West  End. 
second  was  built  according  to  the  following  ordft  of 
m,  Oct.  5j  1730 :  "  Voted  to  build  a  new  schoolhouse, 
-four  feet  long,  twenty  feet  wide,  and  ten  feet  iitud, 
Ti*s  knd,  hj  the  meeting-house/*  It  was  near  Marble 
,  on  the  north' wost  corner  of  the  lot,  upon  the  border 
road. 

third  schoolhouse  stood  very  near  the  street,  on  land 
rned  by  Ss^muel  Train,  Esq,,  about  ten  feet  east  o£  the 
he  BOW  oonapies ;  and,  when  that  mansion-houfe  was 
?paired,  the  schoolhouse  was  moved,  and  now  makes 
'  the  rear  of  iitid  dwelling* 

fourth  schoolhouse  stood  as  ordered  by  the  following 
Jfarch  11,  1771,  "voted  to  build  the  scbaolhouse 
Bpland  behind  the  meeting-bouse,  on  the  njrth-west 
oi  the  land."  This  spot  is  three  or  four  rods  north- 
f  the  present  meeting-house  of  the  first  parisL  The 
Lg-committee  were  "  Benjamin  Hall,  Captain  Thomas 
I,  and  Mr.  Willis  IlalL" 

se  houses,  above  noticed,  were  of  wood  ;  but  the  town, 
,  1795,  voted  to  build  a  brick  school  house  behind  the 
g-house.  They  agreed  to  give  WiUinin  Woodbridge 
Lndred  and  twenty  pounds,  and  the  old  schoolhouse,  to 
t-  This  was  the  fifth  house  built  by  the  town.  It  con* 
jf  one  large  room,  sufficient  for  sixty  Jr  seventy  pupils  ; 
arranged  after  the  newest  models,  and  iiimished  with 
:>lind&,  hung  at  their  tops  !  The  arrangement  within  was 
-  The  master'3  desk  was  on  a  rmsed  platform,  in  one 
Undivided  seats  ran  lengthwise  through  the  whole 
of  the  room.  The  oldest  pupils  sat  with  their  backs  to 
ndows,  and  their  desks  before  them.  The  younger 
sat  below  them,  with  their  Imcks  against  the  desks  of 
eniors,  and  their  own  desks  before  them.  The  small- 
Idren  sat  below  these  last,  leaning  their  backs  against 
iks  of  their  seniors,  but  haviog  no  desks  before  them. 
K)ve  arrangenient  occupied  one  side  of  the  room  ;  and 
ler  side  was  exactly  like  it.  Thus  the  three  rows  of 
n  the  north  side  faced  the  three  rows  of  girls  on  the 
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south.     The  aiea  between  the  two  was  about  six  feet 
where  the  classes  were  marshalled  to  read  and  spelL 

March  7,  1807 :  The  town  voted  to  enlarge  the  scfaool- 
house.  After  this  was  done^  the  girls  and  boys  were  tanf^ 
in  separate  apartments. 

As  this  house  was  the  last  in  the  series  of  old-fashkod 
and  inconvenient  models,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  ^^i 
word  about  them.  To  speak  generally,  the  schoolluNMl 
had  been  as  cheerful-looking  objects  as  the  county-jai],  nt 
quite  as  agreeable  residences.  Their  windows  were  sauJl^ 
and  some  sashes  had  panes  just  as  transparent  as  pasteboiil 
or  a  felt-hat,  —  which  substitutes  for  glass  lessened  the  nsed 
of  blinds.  The  outer  door  had  a  strong  lock  upon  it,  wbilsili 
two  lower  panels  were  in  the  vocative.  The  seats  and  deib 
being  undivided,  each  pupil  was  compelled  to  mount  upoi 
the  seat,  and  travel  behind  his  classmates  till  he  came  to  Ini 
place  1  This  operation  was  a  standing  trial  of  patience  to 
those  engaged  in  writing.  The  heavy  tread  of  a  careless  haj 
upon  the  seat  of  a  writer  was  not  calculated  to  improve  chi- 
rography  or  the  temper.  The  smallest  children,  who  hai 
no  desks  before  them,  were  packed  so  close  together  that  tb 
uneasiness  and  pain  which  nature  shoots  through  yoimg 
limbs  at  rest  subjected  them  to  frequent  admonition  and  eu^ 
twigging.  They  who  happened  to  be  opposite  the  great  in» 
stove,  which  stood  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  were  almoit 
roasted ;  Jind  they  literally  got  their  learning  by  the  sweat  of 
their  brows.  They  who  sat  near  this  stove  through  a  winter 
would  be  proof  against  any  heat  to  be  found  in  thu  world. 
So  violent  a  fire  at  the  centre  caused  the  wind  to  rush  in 
through  the  unpatented  ventilators,  —  the  cracks  in  the  win- 
dows ;  and  a  consecuence  was,  that,  while  the  children  neKf- 
est  the  stove  were  sweltering  under  more  than  the  equatonal 
heat  of  the  torrid  zone,  they  who  were  nearest  the  windowi 
were  shivering  under  the  icy  blasts  of  the  frozen  latitudei* 
How  philosophers  would  have  traced  the  isothermal  lines  in 
such  a  room,  we  know  not ;  since,  going  from  the  centre  to 
the  circumference,  one  would  travel  through  all  the  £▼« 
zones.  There  was  some  compensation  in  the  music  which 
the  winds  made.  Every  schoolhouse  had  the  true  Borean 
harps  ;  or,  rather,  winter's  Panharmonicons,  played  upon  by 
all  the  blasts  in  turn.  The  desks  of  the  pupils  became  more 
and  more  interesting.  Once  they  were  wide  and  smooth; 
but,  when*  that  time  was,  few  could  remember.     The  adnlt 
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qpnlation,  when  they  visited  the  old  schoolhouse^  could 
ich  one  find  those  — 

**  Walls  on  which  he  tried  his  graving  skill ; 
The  very  name  he  carved  existing  still ; 
The  bench  on  which  he  sat  while  deep  employed. 
Though  mangled,  hacked,  and  hewed,  yet  not  destroyed." 

ow  many  penkniyes  were  tried  on  the  benches,  desks,  and 
H>r8  of  the  schoolhouse,  arithmetic  cannot  compute ;  but 
le  thing  is  clear,  that,  whether  the  school  left  its  mark  on 
le  pupil's  mind  or  not,  each  pupil  felt  bound  to  leave  his 
ark  on  the  house. 

The  town  has  taken  laudable  pride,  of  late  years,  in  build- 
g  proper  schoolhouses.  The  following  table  records  the 
Bts:  — 


oU*. 

LOOATIOH. 

BuiLDiNO-coionmi. 

Mabtib-workxin. 

Con. 

886. 

Union  Street. 

Horatio  A.  Smith,  Oalen  James, 
and  Biilton  Jamee. 

Caldwell  fc  Wyatt. 

81040.00. 

887. 

PukStieet. 

Oalen  James,  James  W.  Brooks, 
James  0.  Cortls,  fc  Saml.  Joyce. 

Oakman  Joyce  and 
John  Sables. 

8464.64. 

810. 

liRoA  ft  Oranunar, 
High  Street. 

Oakman  Joyce,  D.  Lawrence, 
and  James  0.  Curtis. 

Charles  CaldweU  fc 
Wm.  B.  Thomas. 

7668.77. 

861. 

BrookSy 
BrookB  Street. 

John  B.  Hatch  and 
James  M.  Usher. 

George  A.  CaldweU. 

2642.98. 

861. 

Primary, 
Salem  Street. 

Geo.  T.  Goodwin,  Henry  Taylor, 
and  M.  £.  Knox. 

J.  J.  Beaty  and 
I.  H.  Bradlee. 

8876.41. 

868. 

Ev9rett, 

Robert  L.  Ells,  Samuel  Joyce, 
and  Henry  Taylor. 

James  Pierce. 

7106^7. 

The  town  proceeded  immediately  to  the  building  of  a  new 
hoolhouse,  on  the  spot  where  the  Park-street  house  was 
imed.  April  2,  1855,  Messrs.  Franklin  Patch,  Judah 
>riiig,  and  Charles  S.  Jacobs  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
oduce  a  plan,  publish  proposals,  and  carry  forward  the 
3rk,  —  consulting  with  the  school-committee. 
The  report  of  this  committee  was  accepted  and  adopted : 
B  consequence  will  be,  a  plain,  substantial  schoolhouse,  two 
)ries   high,  and   furnished  with   all   the   modem   conve- 
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It  was  let  for  two  dollars  per  evening,  and  to  a  religious  so- 
ciety for  two  dollars  per  Sunday.  The  building-committee 
were  Messrs.  John  P.  Clisby,  John  Sparrell,  and  Thomas  R. 
Peck. 

The  first  story  is  occupied  by  stores  on  Main  Street,  and 
by  the  selectmen's  room  on  the  west.  The  hall  includes  the 
second  story. 

Oct.  27,  1839 :  Saturday  night  it  was  partly  destroyed  by 
fire.  Nov.  25,  the  town  voted  to  rebuild  on  the  originid 
model.  The  insurance  of  $5,000  was  used  to  pay  for  the 
repairs,  and  nearly  covered  the  whole  amount,  which  was 
$5,389.89.  The  south  end  was  built  of  brick,  and  the  house 
made  thirteen  feet  longer  than  at  first.  It  w:as  again  in- 
sured, at  the  same  office,  for  $5,000.  The  building-com- 
mittee were  Messrs.  Darius  Waite,  Milton  James,  and  John 
P.  Clisby. 

Oct.  18,  1850 :  Saturday  night  it  was  again  burned  in  part. 
The  town  voted  to  rebuild ;  and,  having  received  from  the 
insurance-office  $4,580,  this  money  was  used  for  payment. 
The  building-committee  were  Messrs.  Daniel  Lawrence, 
George  X.  Goodwin,  and  Charles  S.  Jacobs ;  the  master- 
builder,  Mr.  Charles  Caldwell.  The  cost  of  rebuilding  was 
$5,941.26.  Its  dimensions  now  are  ninety-two  feet  ridge, 
eighty-three  feet  body,  and  forty  feet  width. 


ALMS-HOUSES. 

Our  intelligent  and  thrifty  Puritan  ancestors  had  no  need  of 
alms-houses.  They  who  came  here  were  the  robust  and 
young ;  and  they  insisted  on  obedience  to  the  text, "  He  that 
will  not  work,  neither  shall  he  eat."  Idleness  was  whipped 
out  of  the  nten  by  the  magistrates,  as  out  of  the  boys  by  their 
parents.  The  first  mention  in  our  Medford  records  of  any ' 
dms-house  is  May  16, 1737,  —  more  than  a  century  after  the 
incorporation  of  the  town  ;  and  then  it  is  proposed  to  invite 
aeighboring  towns  to  unite  in  building  a  common  workhouse. 
The  inhabitants  chose  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  adjacent 
towns,  and  to  induce  them  to  join  in  "  building  a  house  for 
employing  poor,  indigent,  and  slothful  persons."  This  pro- 
position was  not  accepted ;  and  Medford  did  nothing  more 
ibout  the  matter  till  May  23,  1774,  when  a  committee  was 
:*hosen  to  provide  a  poorhouse  on  account  of  the  town  exclu- 


348 


H19TDBT    OF    MEBFOftB. 


siTelj,     This  was  the  definite  moTement  that  led  to 
resoltaf  axtd  it  was  the  first  in  this  particular  directioiL 
shows  that  tba  nomber  of  paupers  were  small  tiU  this  tifufi. 

la  1790,  the  town  purchased  a  large  hoiiie  ftt  llie  West 
End,  near  where  the  Lowell  Railroad  Station  now  is*  togdktt 
with  a  small  lot  of  land,  sufficient  onlv  for  a  vegetable  garden* 
Here  the  poor  and  helpless  were  gathered  and  made  camr 
fortable  ;  but  after  twenty  years  it  was  found  insufficient ; 
the  constant  perplexities  to  which  the  overseers  of  the 
were  subjected,  induced  the  town  to  think  of  building  a  new^ 
and  ample  house  of  brick*  On  the  4th  of  March,  1811,  tht 
whole  matter  was  committed  to  the  five  following  gentlemen: 
Timothy  Bigelow,  John  Brooks,  Jonathan  Brooks^  Isaac 
Brooks,  and  Abner  Bartlett,  After  several  meedngifi  and 
much  investigation,  they  report^  that  it  is  expedient  for  the 
town  to  build  a  large  and  commodious  house,  of  brick,  on 
the  spot  occupied  by  the  old  one.  This  report  was  accepted ; 
and  the  same  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  building-commit' 
tee,  to  proceed  immediately  in  the  work.  Discontents  arose  to 
fetter  the  proceeding ;  aodj  after  much  vacillating  legislation, 
the  final  result  was  the  ample  brick  square  house,  whose 
strong  walls  only  are  yet  standing  to  support  a  new,  expensiTC^ 
and  commodious  coimtry-seat.  It  is  only  justice  to  say,  that 
this  act  of  the  town  was  suggested,  and  the  work  carried  for- 
ward, through  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  Isaac  Brooks,  Esq.| 
who  was  indefatigable,  as  an  overseer  of  the  poor,  in  procm- 
ing  every  convenience  and  comfort  for  the  inmates  of  the 
house  that  he  consistently  coukL  ^™ 

This  house  answered  its  purpose  well  for  forty  years.  ^H 
181^7,  the  town  voted  to  purchase  eight  acres  of  land  adjoin^ 
ing  the  alms-house  lot,  at  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  In 
1828,  the  project  of  purchasing  a  fki*m,  as  some  towns  had 
done,  on  which  to  employ  the  poor  as  laborers,  came  up  fcr 
discussi'in  ;  and  so  fiivorably  did  the  inhabitants  view  it^tlul 
they  voted  to  piuxliase  as  soon  as  a  proper  one  could  hi 
found*  Nq  purchase  was  made ;  and  in  1832  a  committee  is 
directed  to  sell  the  poorhouse,  if  they  think  it  advisable.  It 
is  not  done ;  aiid  in  1837  the  town  again  called  up  the  sub- 
ject, and  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  lands  and  close  ihe 
bargain*     But  no  farm  was  purchased* 

In  1849,  the  town  bought  a  large  lot  of  ten  and  a  hJ^ 
acres  in  West  Medford,  on  Purchase  Street,  for  a  cemetei^B 
After  the  purchase,  it  was  thought  that  the  situation  wil^ 
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for  an  alms-house  than  a  cemetery ;  and  accordiBgly^ 
10,  1851,  they  voted  to  change  the  appropriation. 
|April  8,  1852 :  A  committee  was  appointed  to  sell  the  old 
chouse,  and  devise  a  plan  for  a  new  one.     This  commit- 
oonsisted  of  the  following  gentlemen:    Samuel  Joyce, 
Stetson,  Caleb  Mills,  John  A.   Page,  and  Franklin 
The  committee  performed  their  duty  acceptably,  and 
directed  to  build  according  to  the  model ;  and  the  con- 
[lence  was  the  spacious  and  comfortable  house  now  occu- 
pied by  the  public  poor  of  the  town. 

-   June  28,  1B52 :    The  town  appropriated  $6,500  for  the 
Iwdldmg  bf  the  house.     It  cost  $6,450. 


ENGINE-HOUSES. 


Number.               When  boUt. '         Bailden. 

i 

Plaee. 

Cost. 

Ho.  1    ....     !       1848 
Ko.2    .     .    .     .     1       1851 
No.3    .     .     .     .     1       1849 

James  Pierce 
James  Pierce 
James  Pierce 

Union  Street 
High  Street 
Park  Street 

$575:00 

2,375.1S 

663.00 

CHAPTER     X. 


TRADE. 


Medford  having  for  Its  friend  the  richest  merchant  belonging 
to  the  "  Company  "  of  the  Massachusetts  Plantation,  its  trade 
was  great  at  first. 

Oct.  16, 1629 :  The  General  Court  ordered  "  that  the  com- 
pany's joint  stock  shall  have  the  trade  of  beaver  and  all  other 
furs  in  those  parts,  solely,  for  the  term  of  seven  years  from 
this  day.'' 

May  18, 1631 :  "  It  is  ordered  that  every  plantation  within 
the  limits  of  this  patent  shall,  before  the  last  day  of  June 
next,  provide  common  weights  and  measures,  which  shall  be 
made  by  some  which  the  governor  hath  already  sealed,  and 
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by  which  also  all  others  that  will  have  weights  and 
of  their  own  are  to  be  made.** 

1635 :  Voted  thut  beaver-skins  shall  pass  for  ten  si 
per  pound. 

Sept.  6,  1638:  Mr.  Cradock*8  accounts  were  anditedi 
Boston. 

Mr.  Crad()ck*8  large  outlay  here,  for  all  the  accommodatiflil 
rcquibitc  in  l)uilding  schooners  and  carrying  on  an  extennvt 
fishing  busincbs,  made  this  region  a  trading  centre.  lUi 
first  state  of  things  continued  till  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Cili^ 
dock's  property,  a  few 'years  after  his  death.  The  fishis| 
business  had  been  unsuccessful,  and  no  one  would 'contiiini 
it.  The  second  period  of  trade  in  Medford  reached  (to 
speak  in  round  numbers)  from  1650  to  1750,  during  whick 
time  the  manufacture  of  bricks  was  the  most  important  sal 
lucrative  business  pursued  in  the  town.  Other  branches  gii^ 
dually  increased. 

1650  to  1700,  there  were  no  newspapers,  no  scientific 
lectures,  no  bank,  no  insurance-companies,  no  post-office,  no 
stage-coaches,  no  good  roads.  Must  not  trade  have  beea 
small  ? 

The  third  period  extended  from  1750  to  1805.  It  begin 
to  be  understood  that  Medford  could  furnish  the  staple  arti- 
cles of  iron,  steel,  lead,  salt,  molasses,  sugar,  tea,  codfisliy 
chocolate,  guns,  powder,  rum,  &c.,  to  country  traders  att 
less  price  than  they  could  get  them  at  Boston.  The  distil- 
ling business  and  the  manufacture  of  bricks  required  many 
lighters  to  go  loaded  to  Boston :  returning,  they  could 
bring  back  iron,  steel,  &c.,  at  small  cost.  Medford,  there- 
fore, by  its  river,  became  a  centre  of  supply  to  country  tra- 
ders from  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont.  Supply  b^ets 
market,  as  market  begets  supply.  Traders  here  could  pur- 
chase ivory-handled  knives,  spring-locks,  brass-ware,  tin,  and 
pewter;  of  groceries,  every  thing  but  good  tea  and  coffee; 
of  diy  goods,  Kent  linen,  cotton,  Irish  stockings,  Turkey 
mohair,  red  serge,  broadcloth,  muffs,  ribbons,  lace,  silks, 
combs,  napkins,  yellow  taffety,  thread-lace,  gloves,  &c.  Bar- 
ter was  the  most  common  form  of  trade ;  and  the  exchanges 
were  made  with  about  half  the  care  and  selfishness  so  active 
at  this  day. 

Pitch,  tar,  and  turpentine  were  brought  from  the  interior 
at  an  early  date ;  but,  in  1755,  it  became  an  active  business. 
Casks  for  them  were  made  in  Medford ;  and  the  vote  of  the 
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m  required  that  each  cask  should  be  examined  by  a  com- 
ttee,  and^  if  well  made^  then  marked  with  a  double  M. 
opering  now  became  an  extensive  and  profitable  branch  of 
Biness.  It  was  begun,  before  the  Revolution,  by  the 
ency  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Hall.  Charles  Henley,  of  Boston, 
IS  his  foreman,  and  superintended  it  till  1802.  Andrew 
anchard,  Joseph  Pierce,  and  James  Kidder  were  appren- 
es  in  Mr.  Hall's  establishment. 
Mr.  Benjamin  Hall  was  among  the  first  and  the  most  active 

the  Medford  merchants.  He  not  only  carried  on  the  dis- 
ling  business,  but  had  a  large  store  for  wholesale  barter, 
was  not  uncommon  for  him  to  receive  a  hundred  barrels 

pearl-ashes  per  day,  and  five  hundred  tierces  of  flax-seed 
r  year.  He  also  carried  on  the  "  beef  business,"  having 
ren  hundred  head  of  cattle  slaughtered  each  year.  Mr. 
)enezer  Hall  had  an  equal  number  slaughtered ;  and  they 
ide  all  their  tallow  into  candles.  The  drovers  were  glad 
take  their  pay  in  sugar,  molasses,  iron,  tea,  rum,  &c. 
How  di£Ferent  this  from  the  course  of  trade  in  England, 
bere  a  man  was  forbidden  by  law  to  carry  on  two  mechanic 
ides  or  difierent  pursuits !  A  tanner  could  not  be  a  shoe- 
aker.  These  monopolies  and  legal  restrictions  had  no 
ace  in  Xew  England ;  and  their  absence  was  a  prime  cause 
'  our  great  prosperity.  It  made  every  free  man  a  free 
Eider.  The  British  Parliament  tried  to  put  on  the  handcuffs 
'  restriction ;  but  the  colonists  would  not  wear  them.  Gal- 
tin  says,  "  No  cause  has  contributed  more  to  the  prospe- 
ty  of  this  country  than  the  absence  of  those  systems  of 
temal  restriction  and  monopoly  which  continue  to  disfigure 
her  countries." 

Mr.  Jonathan  Porter  opened  a  store  of  English  goods  pre- 
ous  to  the  Revolution,  and  gradually  enlarged  his  business 
11  he  sold  all  the  heavier  articles  of  inland  commerce. 
here  are  those  now  living  who  remember  when  from  twenty 
'  thirty  "  country  pungs  "  were  gathered  about  the  doors  of 
lese  Medford  traders,  discharging  and  taking  in  their  loads, 
hese  pungs  were  drawn  by  two  horses  each,  and  started  as 
r  north  as  Montpelier,  Vt.,  and  Lancaster,  N.H.  With 
iree  large  distilleries  in  full  action,  and  many  sloops  and 
hooners  navigating  the  river,  Medford  became  one  of  the 
ost  active  and  thriving  towns  in  the  Qommonwealth.  Dis- 
llation  was  then  esteemed  by  most  persons  not  only  lawful 
id  right,  but  a  highly  respectable  business.     With  rapid 
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Strides^  Medford  rose  in  wealth  and  increased  in  nombeni 
and,  in  1805,  there  were  many  stores  opened,  where  dl 
necessaries  and  conveniences,  and  even  the  omamenti  ail 
luxuries,  of  life  could  be  obtained  at  as  cheap  a  rate  ai  it ' 
Boston. 

The  fourth  period  of  trade  in  Medford  extends  from  ISOjf 
to  the  present  time.  The  ship-building,  the  introductioa  q( 
steam,  the  ^liddlesex  Canal,  the  immigration  of  Bostoniiii 
to  this  place,  —  these  all  helped  to  open  new  avenues  to 
wealth,  aud  increase  the  facilities  of  supply.  Within  tUi 
period,  more  than  half  the  present  number  of  houses  hm 
been  built ;  and  there  are  now  five  public  highways  when 
there  was  one  fifty  years  ago.  The  whole  course  of  trade  Ihs 
changed  from  barter  to  Ciish  payments  or  credits ;  and  oae 
trader  now  can  do  ;is  much  in  a  year  as  three  could  at  the 
beginning  of  this  century.  The  number  of  gentlemen  vlio 
reside  here,  aud  do  business  in  Boston,  is  very  large,  and 
they  are  multiplying  every  month.  The  cars  on  both  not 
roads  are  fiUeii  every  morning,  —  the  earliest  with  laboioii 
the  next  with  merchants,  and  the  lust  with  ladies. 

During  the  embargo,  in  1808,  an  old  black  schooner  came 
up  Mystic  River  with  a  deck-load  of  wood  and  bark.  A 
custom-house  officer  from  Boston  took  possession  of  her  at 
a  suspected  smugjjjler.  The  captain  invited  the  officer  to 
take  supiH?r  with  him  in  the  cabin.  They  •sat  and  afe 
together ;  and  the  captain  asked  to  be  excused  a  moment 
while  he  gave  an  ordet  to  his  men.  No  sooner  had  he 
arrived  on  deck  than  he  turned  and  fastened  the  cabin  door. 
Extempore  Indians  were  ready  to  unload  the  hold  of  the 
schooner,  which  was  full  of  English  goods,  wire,  &c.,  firom 
Halitax.  During  half  the  night,  horse-wagons  were  passing 
to  Boston  from  the  old  wharf,  owned  by  Francis  Shed,  below 
the  ship-yard.  Some  teams  went  to  Maiden,  and  some  to 
West  Cambridge.  The  amounts  were  very  large,  and  the 
goods  of  the  costliest  kinds.  The  planting  of  that  night 
produced  a  rich  harvest.  The  goods  were  never  discovered ; 
but  the  vessel  was  condemned  and  confiscated.  How 
soundly  the  officer  slept  is  not  known. 

MAXTFACTURES. 

Of  these  Medford  has  never  had  many,  in  the  modem  ac- 
ceptation of  the  term.     Among  the  first  settlers,  every  hoose 
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ic  one  sense,  a  factory ;  for  almost  eveiy  one  had  a 
ig-vrheel  and  loom*  For  the  early  ihip-buildmg,  there 
%t  have  been  extensive  iron^ works  ;  and  much  weaving*  of 
and  wool  must  have  bee  a  necessary  to  supply  the 
numbers  of  £shermen  and  brick- makers.  Much  wool 
I  detmedj  carded,  and  rolled  at  the  mill  of  Mr.  John  ^U- 
,  who  was  a  manu&ctnrer  of  starch  and  pomatum.  Lear- 
■  <mt  brick-maldng,  ship-building,  and  distilEng,  we  have 
to  record.  Wooden  heels  were  made  by  Mr.  Samuel 
•y  1750 ;  and  specimens  of  his  work  are  yet  among  his 
adchildren  in  Medford.  Candles  and  hogsheads 
extensively  made,  about  the  same  time,  by  Messrs. 
njamin  and  Ebenezer  Hall,  Salt|ietre  was  made  in  con- 
atble  quantities  by  Mr.  Isaac  Brooks.  Wheelwrights 
rried  OB  their  business  to  a  large  extent.  Mr.  James  Tufts 
ad  Son  carried  on  for  many  years  the  pottery  business- 
running  was  vigorously  pursuedj  with  a  great  outlay  of  capi* 
by  Mr.  Ebene^er  Hallf  on  knd  a  few  rods  south-west  of 
ihe  Episcopal  church ;  and  hj  Mr*  Jonathan  Brooks ^  oa  Lmd 
M^irble  Brook  J  now  owned  by  Mr.  Noah  Johnson,  The 
Srst  tan -yard  in  Med  ford  was  on  the  comer  lot  south* 
east  of  Whitmore's  Bridge.  It  was  bounded  on  the  east  by 
the  brook,  on  the  west  by  Lowell  Street,  and  on  the  north  by 
[High  Street.  It  was  last  owned  by  Mr.  Nathan  Tufts  and 
Mr.  Jonathan  Brooks,  in  company*  When  they  sold  it,  Mr. 
Ta£t3  moved  to  Charlestown,  and  became  the  most  extensive 
manu&cturer  of  leather  in  the  State* 

At  Buconville,  no?v  in  Winchester,  Medford  had  a  &ctory, 
I  first  owned  by  'Mr,  Josiah  Symmes.  About  forty  years  ago, 
a  company  of  Boston  gentlemen  purchased  the  water-power 
of  Mr,  Symmes,  for  the  purpose  of  setting  in  motion  a  new 
machine  for  spinning  jam  for  the  manufacture  of  broadcloth. 
This  project,  introduced  by  a  Frenchman^  failed;  and  the 
mill-power  was  then  applied  to  the  manufactui'e  of  wood 
,  screws,  by  a  machine  entirely  new.  This  would  have  sue* 
ceeded ;  but,  the  war  of  1812  with  Great  Britain  having 
ended,  wood  screws  were  imported  from  England  so  cheap 
as  to  render  competition  ruinous.  John  L,  Sullivan,  Esq., 
the  chief  agents  afterwards  sold  the  eatablishment  to  Mr. 
Stowell  for  $4,000,  through  whom  it  came  into  possession  of 
its  present  owner,  Robert  Bacon,  Esq.  He  has  built  three 
[  factories  and  two  dwelling-houses,  which  have  been  burned ; 
three  m  1840,  the  last  in  1843. 
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Since  writing  the  above,  ire  are  called  lo  record  am 
destructive  fire  at  Baconville  of  the  fertories  there 
were  burned  Sunday  evening,  April  8,  1855, 

Mr,  Bacon  brought  his  machinery  from  Boston  to  Mi 
in  18S4s  and  manufactured  hat- bodies  ^  feldngs,  &c-j  em  pi 
ing  eighteen  or  twenty  men.     Once  only  he  counted  ;  and 
that  year  he  formed  83,000  hat-bodies.     This  work  was  di 
by  the  use  of  Sila-s  Mason's  patent,  and  T,  F^  Mayhew's 
proved  machine.     He  also  planked  many  thousands  yearl 
which  operation  was  by  tlie  use  of  Macomber's  patent^  and 
liis  own  improvement.     He  also  blowed  the  hair  from  for, 
by    the    use    of  Arnold    Butfora*s    patent  hlowing-maclune^ 
This  process  was  truly  ingenious.      It  was  accomplished  by 
placing  the  fur  on  the  apron,  which  was  drawn  upon  a  cylin- 
drical picker^  revolving  at  the  rate  of  five  thousand  tamei  a 
minute ;  thence  it  was  thrown  to  a  fan  revolving  at  nr^ly 
the  same  speed  ;  this  sent  it  through  a  trunk  sixty  feet  loag 
into  a  closet*     The  bottom  of  the  trunk  was  lined  with  course 
cloth ;  the  haLr,  being  heaviest,  fell  and  stuck  to  the  cloth : 
the  consequence  was  that  the  fur  was  almost  entirely  cleaiU 
of  the  hair  J  and  thus  the  hats  were  finer*     This  business  !» 
continued  till  1848,  when  he  resigned  it  to  his  son,  who  hai 
changed  the  business  t«  the  manu&cture  of  all  kind^  of  felt- 
ingB  and  lambs'-wool  wadding.     Among  the  leltings  he  \m 
invented  a  new  kindj  called  sheathing  felt,  used  for  cover- 
ing the  bottoms  of  ships :  it  can  also  be  placed  under, 
copper,  and  is  much  used  in  covering  steam-boilers  and  pi; 

The  making  of  linseed  oil  was  carried  on  by  ^Ir.  Georgf 
L,  Stearns  J  on  land  about  fifty  rods  south  of  Mystic  Bridge. 
He  imported  his  seed  from  Calcutta,     A  convention  of  man' 
facturers  of  this  oil  was  held  at  New  York  in  1841 ;  and 
agreed  to  send  a  committee  to  Washington,  to  induce 
gress  to  shape  the  tariff  of  184^  so  as  to  protect  them.     TSff 
committee  succeeded;    and   Mr.  Steams  was  one  of  them* 
The  effect  was  the  opposite  of  what  they  expected :  it  induced 
so  many  new  men  to  begin   the    business    that   it    ruined 
it.      From    18S5,  the   manufactory   in    Medford    continued 
in    operation    to    1845,    when    it    suspended    activity.      It 
resumed  work  for  a  year,  when  the  building  was  burned  im    i 
1847.  M 

The  factory  of  Messrs,  Waterman  and  Litchfield,  for  tfc^^ 
making  of  doors,  blinds,  window-sashes,  &c.,  is  a  large  mnd 
fiourishing  establishment,  near  the  entrance  of  Medford  Turn- 
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£6*     It  is  Operated  by  steEUfn -power,  and  is  exteasively  pa- 
^ni^ed  by  house-carpenters  for  planing  boards. 
The  mechanics  and  artisans  of  Med  ford,  in  their  various 
tments,  have  excellent  reputation,  and  much  property. 


BRICK-MAKING. 


The  large  deposits  of  valuable  clay  within  the  town  of 
Medford  early  directed  the  attention  of  the^  enterprising  in- 
bitants  to  the  manufacture  of  bricks ;  and  those  made  in 
630  for  Mr*  Cradock's  house  were  the  first,     Bricks  were 
ade  on  Colonel   Royal's   estate.     Clay  deposits  were  found 
;tween  his  mans  ion -ho  use  and  the  riven     A  most  extensive 
id  profitable  business  was  cai*ried  on    in  these  yards  for 
any  years.     At  a  later  date,  say  1750,  bricks  were  made  on 
ad  directly  north  of  Dr.  Tufts 's  house.      The  steep  bank 
>w  IB  front  of  Mr*  George  W.  Porter's  house  marks  the 
laee.     This  land,  called  Brick'^ard  Pasture^  was  owned  by 
ev,  Matthew  Byles,  of  Boston,  and  sold  by  him  to  Dr.  Si* 
on  Tufts,  March  26,  1761, 

Nov.    14,   1774,   the  town   passed    the  following    vote: 
That  this  town  docs  disapprove  of  any  bricks  being  carried 
Boston  till  the  committees  of  the  neighboring  towns  shall 
msent  to  it*" 

In  1785,  Stephen  Hall  willed  "  the  brick -yards  now  in  the 
;e^pation  of  Thomas  Brads  haw,  and  Samuel  Tufts,  jun/' 
.bout  this  time,  Captain  Caleb  Blanchard  and  his  brother 
imon  made  bricks  in  a  yard  near  Mr.  Cradock's  house,  in 
eastern  part  of  the  town ;  and  afterwards  in  a  yard  on  land 
piposite  the  Maiden  Alms-house,  just  on  the  borders  of  East 
edford. 

The  bricks  used  for  the  construction  of  the  six  tombs  fint 
lilt  in  the  old  burying-ground  were  made  in  a  yard  owned 
"  Thomas  Brooks,  Esq*  That  yard  was  near  Mystic  River, 
iout  half-way  between  Kock  Hill  and  the  Lowell  Railroad 
iridge.  In  that  yard,  Samuel  Francis  made  bricks  as  early 
1750,  and  sold  them  at  ten  shillings  per  thousand  (law- 
il  money)*  Mr.  Brooks  cai'ried  on  the  manufacture  in 
fcT60,  and  sold  them  at  fifteen  shillings.  Mr-  Stephen  Hall 
the  next  occupant  of  that  yard,  which  has  been  discon- 
nued  since  1800,  In  1795,  the  price  was  four  dollars. 
Captain  Caleb  Brooks  made  bricks  on  the  land  occupied 
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by  the  river,  this  did  not  much  lessen  the  expenses  of  trans- 
portation»  but  increased  the  risks  of  fracture.  The  high 
price  of  labor,  of  wood,  and  of  cartage,  rendered  competition 
unwise :  and  the  manufacture  of  bricks  has  ceased. 


SHIP-mnLBING. 

,  Gofonor  Winthrop  sailed  from  Cowes,  in  England,  on 
ThtlT^Jl^^  April  8,  1630.  Qa  Saturday,  June  12,  he  reached 
BlMtoflt'Bay ;  and,  on  the  17th  of  that  month,  he  makes  the 
foUowx^  record :  '*  Went  up  Mistiok  River  about  six  miles/' 

To  tihu  heroic  and  Christian  adventurer  belongs  the  honor 
of  Vsil^g  the  first  vessel  Whose  keel  was  laid  in  this  part  of 
the  Western  World ;  and  that  vessel  was  built  on  the  bank 
of  .llfystic  Riyer,  and  probably  not  fiir  from  the  goyemor's 
hcbse  at  "  Ten  Hills."  There  is  a  tradition  that  it  was  built 
on  the  north  shore  of  the  river,  and  therefore  within  the  limits 
of  Medfiord.  The  record  concerning  it  is  as  follows :  "  July 
4,  1681.  The  governor  built  a  bark  at  Mistick,  which  was 
luBched  this  day,  and  called  '  The  Blessing  of  the  Bat.'  " 
.  "Aug.  9,  the  same  year,  the  governor's  bark,  being  of 
thirty  tottSf  went  to  sea." 

It  cdst  one  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds.  The  owner 
said  of  it^May  16,  1686,  "1  will  sell  her  for  one  hundred 
and  sixty  pounds." 

Tbere  was  something  singularly. prophetic  in  the  fact  that 
the  first  vessel  built  "  at  Mistick  "  should  have  so  increased 
in  price  sfter  five  years  of  service.  Our  day  lias  seen  the 
prophecy  fulfilled  ;  as  it  is  no  marvel  now  for  a  Medford  ship 
to  command  a  higher  price  after  having  had  a  fair  trial  at  sea. 

The  second  year  (163S)  witnessed  another  vessel  built 
by  Mr.  Cradock  on  the  bank  of  the  Mystic,  whose  register  was 
a  hundred  tons.  In  1633^  a  ship  of  two  hundred  tons  was 
built ;  and  another,  named  '^  Rebecca,"  tonnage  unknown : 
both  built  by  Mr.  Cradock.  Mr.  Wmiam  Wood,  in  1638, 
writes :  "  Mr.  Cradock  is  here  at  charges  of  building  ships. 
The  last  year,  one  was  upon  the  stocks  of  a  hundred  tons : 
that  being  finished,  they  are  to  build  twice  her  burden." 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Cradock's  ship-yard  was 
that  now  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Foster. 

That  large  vessels  could  float  in  the  river  had  been  proved 
by  the  governor,  who  may  be  called  the  first  navigator  of  our 
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narrow  and  winding  stream.  The  long  passages  .made  W 
these  schooners  prove  to  us,  that  their  form  and  rig  were  noc 
after  the  model  and  fa.shion  of  oui  day.  One  of  them  wai 
'*  six  weeks  going  to  Yirginea**'  The  build  and  rigging ^ 
now  so  pecuHiirly  Americani  have  no  superiors  in  the  world ; 
and  Medford  has  long  stood  among  the  leaders  in  improved 
naval  architect  me, 

There  is  a  tradition,  probably  founded  on  factj  that  smaO 
sloops,  called  lighters^  fit  for  the  river  navigation ,  were  buib 
in  very  early  times  at  the  ^^  landing  "  near  "  llock  Hill,"  is 
West  Medford.  At  a  later  day,  one  of  these  was  built  there 
by  Mr*  Ehodes,  of  Boaton,  ^nd  called  the  MayfiQwcr^  m 
honor  of  that  vessel  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  tons  which 
came  across  the  Atlantic  freighted  to  the  full  with  religioa 
and  liberty,  and  which  landed  our  Pilgrim  Fathers  on  the  Eock 
of  Plymouth,  The  regisjters  of  this  small  craft  are  lost^  if 
they  ever  existed ;  as  no  trace  of  them  can  he  found  in  thf 
records  of  the  Custom  House  at  Boston,  or  in  those  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  Washington,  This  business  of  ship* 
building,  beginning  in  1631,  and  increasing  annually  for 
several  years,  required  many  men,  who  required  housei  and 
ibod  within  the  town. 

The  origin  of  the  name  of  nckooners  is  thus  given  in  the 
Maseat^hu setts  Historical  Collection.  Mr.  Andrew  RobinsoD, 
of  Gloucester  J  Mass.,  built  and  rigged  a  small  vessel  baling 
two  masts*  At  the  moment  of  launching,  a  bystander  cried 
out,  **  Oh,  how  she  scoons ! "  Robinson  instantly  replied, 
"  A  sckoomr  let  her  be."  And  thus  they  named  hen  The 
first  bark  built  in  PljTnouth  eolony  was  huilt  by  private 
subscription ;  and  the  paper  bears  date  of  January  S4,  IML 
It  was  about  fifty  tons,  and  cost  two  hundred  pounds. 

That  modelling  is  the  difficult  jxiint  in  sihip-building,  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  science  lias  so  slowly  approached  that 
form  which  will  safely  carry  the  largest  burden  in  the  shorta^l 
time.  From  Noah's  ark,  which  was  not  built  for  sailing,  to 
the  last  improved  clipper  of  our  day^  the  science  of  modt "' ' 
has  produced  strange  results.  How  far  the  ark  was  a 
preserver  of  the  arts  of  the  antediluvians,  we  know  not ; 
but  we  cannot  suppose  it  has  done  much  more  for  ship-budd- 
ing than  the  shell  of  the  nautilus  or  the  sternum  of  the  dncL 
That  some  arts  are  lost^  there  can  be  no  doubt.  We  cannot 
embalm  as  did  the  imcient  Egyptians,  nor  lift  as  they  did  the 
gtones  of  their  pyramids ;  we  have  not  the  petxliying  cement 
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wtich  Appius  Claudius  built  the  aqueducts  of  Rome, 

stris  those  of  Egypt,  Semiramis  those  of  BubyloUj  and 

resekiah  those  of  Jerusalem  ;  but  we  think  that  no  good  art  in 

ihip-architecture  has  ever  been  lost ;  and  we  believe  that  the 

ledford  model  of  this  year  has  never  been  surpassed*     The 

speed  and  safety  of  our  ships  are  proofs  of  our  remark. 

The  "  Arbellaj"  of  four  hundred  tons,  which  brought  Go- 
vernor Winthrop,  was  sixty -five  days  on  its  passage,  —  a 
period  in  which  a  Medford  sailing  ship  now  can  cross  the 
Atlantic  four  times. 

^B     "Oct*  7,  1611:  General  Court — ^ Whereas  the  country  is  now 

^■in  hand  with  the  building  of  shipa^  which  is  a  business  of  great  im- 

^■portAnce  for  the  comioon  good,  and  therefore  suitahle  care  is  to  be 

^"  taken  that  it  he  well  peHbrmed ;  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that*  wlmn 

any  ship  is  to  he  hnilt  within  this  jurisdiction,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 

the  owners  to  appoint  antj  put  in  sorae  able  nian  to  survey  the  work 

and  workmen  from  time  to  tijne,  to  see  that  it  be  performed  and 

carried  on  according  to  the  rales  of  their  art/' 

^B  Who  were  delegated  for  this  uiugular  supervisory  duty  in 
^■Medford,  or  how  much  our  fihip-carpeuters  relished  it^  we 
~  are  not  told.  May  29,  1644,  the  General  Court  proposed  the 
formation  of  a  company  of  ship-builders,  "with  power  to  regu- 
late the  building  of  ships,  and  to  make  such  orders  and  laws 
kaiMongst  themselves  m  may  conduce  to  the  public  good.'* 
Mystic  fiiTer,  having  no  fatal  shoals  or  rocks  within  it,  per- 
mits the  passage  of  an  empty  ship  of  twenty-five  hundred 
tons  at  the  highest  tides.  If  we  can  suppose  a  sea-serpent 
to  have  started  from  Cbarlestown  for  a  visit  to  the  country^ 
and  a  small  stream  of  tide-water  to  have  followed  him  in  his 
explorations,  we  can  imagine  him  thus  marking  out  by  his 
K  many  and  sudden  windings  the  course  of  our  river  from  Bos- 
0*1011  Bay  to  the  Pond,  —  rendering  it  thus  serpentine  in  order 
to  present  the  best  aecommodatioos  to  the  greatest  number  of 
ship-builders*  Where  can  a  little  river  be  found  that  will 
afford  convenient  sites  for  ten  large  ship-yards  within  one 
mile's  distance  ?  When,  in  one  of  these  yards,  we  have  seen 
&om  one  to  three  vessek  on  the  stocks  at  the  same  time,  and 
h^Te  Ustened  to  that  well-known,  busy  hum  that  comes  from 
th©  boring  of  augers,  the  cutting  of  saws,  and  the  driving  of 
boUa,  we  have  felt  that  a  more  glorious  exhibition  of  human 
industry  could  nowhere  be  witnessed.  To  the  gentlemen 
who  have  been  at  the  head  of  this  great  enterprise,  Medford 
h  deeply  indebted*     Since  the  first  of  them  came,  real  estate 
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hm  iBore  UiaB  doubled  in  Ae  town ;  aid  Ind  wkxh  wv 
•old  fiir  Ihiitf  or  fiAj  dolktm  ma  ma^  hm  nnee  been  toU 
fiir  twe  0r  five  hondfed  per  acre.  The  xuanes  of  Magoiui^ 
Turn^^  Liphsia,  Sprtgue^  Jsma*,  Fuller,  Bogen,  Scetsoa, 
Walemuii,  Eweli,  Cmtis^  Foiter,  Taylor^ nsd  otlms^  wSlU 
hM  in  gfiIrM  rem^aobnaoe  far  womj  gienendoiuL 

Ifr.  (Mvtn  Tamer  was  estoened  ai  one  of  the  mod  skilfal 
amd  accuimCe  draaghtsmeii^  aa  well  as  ome  of  the  most  fidthbl 
bitildert^  m  New  England.  Hib  jard  wm  oppoote  Crow 
Stieet.  He  came  to  Medford  m  1804^  and  ra^dlj  ac^niied 
fepatatioD  by  hu  g^enius  and  fidelity. 

Mi*  George  Bryan t  Lapbam  was  among  the  ^li^  eomeii 
ooimacted  with  ship-bmlding  here*  By  paJdent  indii$trf, 
sound  judgment,  and  imobtmsire  merit,  he  won  confidenee, 
and  commanded  respect*  Of  others  we  shotild  be  glad  to 
gpeakf  did  our  limits  allow. 

Of  the  pioneer  in  this  eventful  movement  of  ship-bnildiikg, 
we  may  take  the  liberty  of  stating  a  few  faetj,  as  they  belong 
to  the  history  of  the  town. 

Thatcher  Hagoun,  Esq.i  was  bom  in  Femfarokej  Majs., 
June  17,  1775j  —  that  red-letter  day  in  Freedom's  calendar. 
He  eiirly  chose  the  trade  of  a  «hip-carpeaterj  and  served  his 
time  with  Mr.  Eboa  Briggs,  at  Salem,  where  he  worked  Are 
years.  He  was  fond  of  being  in  the  "  mould-room ,"  mi 
soon  showed  good  reasons  for  his  predilection*  From  Salenij 
he  went  to  Mr.  Barker*s  yard,  in  Charlestown  (the  present 
Navy  Yard),  where  he  worked  and  studied  two  years,  and 
aflsisted  in  modelling.  There  he  made  the  model  of  the  fiiit 
vessel  he  built,  which  was  the  **  Monnt  jEtna,**  of  Medford 
In  180^j  he  began  to  look  about  him  for  a  phuce  in  which  he 
might  Srtfely  begin  ^  on  his  own  account,  the  business  whici 
wan  the  darling  choice  of  his  life.  An  accident,  so  called  in 
the  world^s  language,  led  him,  one  pleasant  day,  on  a  stroll 
npou  Winter  Hill ;  and,  standing  on  one  of  those  mounds  of 
earth  thrown  up  by  our  patriot  soldiers,  probably  on  the  day 
he  was  born,  for  a  rampart,  he  took  a  calm  survey  of  Mystic 
River  as  the  tide  gave  its  full  outline.  At  this  moment  came 
into  mind  the  thought  that  here  was  a  good  place  to  build 
ships.  But  many  things  were  to  be  ascertained  about  it 
How  deep  in  the  water  at  high  tide  ?  Are  there  any  rocka 
or  hhoals  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  ?  Can  timber  be  rt 
got  in  the  neighborhood  ?  and  can  laud  be  Ixiught  at  ;> 
price  I  These  were  inquiries  which  rushed  through  hb  young 
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soulj  and  he  felt  that  they  must  be  answered*  As  his  eye 
was  scnrching  river  and  woods,  he  saw  the  two  masts  of  a 
schooner,  which  was  lying  at  one  of  the  distiUhouse  wharves^ 
in  Mcdford.  He  immediately  started  for  her.  This  was  his 
first  visit  to  Mcdford.  He  reached  the  schooner ;  and  his 
eager  question  to  the  captain  was,  '*  How  much  water  do  you 
di^w  ?  "  Anewer,  '*  Ten  feet/'  **  What's  your  tonnage  ?  " 
Answer,  "  One  hundred  and  twenty  tons/*  "  Do  you  go 
up  and  down  the  river  often?'*  "Yes,  I  bring  wood  for 
this  distillery/'  *' Are  there  any  large  rocks  or  bad  shoals  in 
the  bed  of  the  river  ?  "  t"  No,  it*s  all  clear/'  "  How  deep  is 
the  water  generally  at  high  tide  ?  "  **  I  guess  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  feet/'     "Bo  you  think  an  empty  ship  of  three 

j hundred  tons  could  float  down  the  river  ?  "      "  Oh,  yes/' 

^kAiter  this  conversation,  he  silently  concluded  to  make  the 
^TtriaL     He  found  intelligent  and  aiHuent  citizens  in  Medford 
■  who  were  ready  to  aid  turn  ;  but  he  told  them  "  he  could  not 
V  afford   to  be   helped/*     A  young  man  thus  afraid  of  debts 
W  would  be  likely  to  succeed  without  foreign  aid,     Toung 
H  Magoun  thus  illustrated  the  common  remark,  that,  %vhere 
B  fiithers  do  every  thing  for  their  sons,  the  sons  do  nothing  for 
B  ihemselvos ;  and,  where  fathers  can  do  nothing   for   their 
fions,  the  sons  do  every  thing  for  themselves  ;  making  the 
diiference  between  the  giant  and  the  dwarf »     Some  advised 
his  beginning  to  build  above  the  bridge.     He  accordingly 
exaTnined  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  the  depth  of  the  water  at 
low  tide,  by  fording  and  wading  ;  and  thus  decided  not  to 
fix  himself  there.     He  then  weighed  the  reasons  for  prefer- 
ring other  places^  till  he  finally  concluded  in  favor  of  the 
I  spot  where  he  first  settled,  and  where  all  his  ships  have  been 
built.     His  convictions  being  firm,  that  the  river  could  float 
any  vessel  he  might  build,  that  the  neighborhood  could  fur- 
nish an  ample  supply  of  oak  timber,  and  that  the  site  he  had 
chosen  could  be  purchased  at  a  moderate  price,  he  made  an 
offer,  which  was  accepted*      Thus  1802  saw  laid  the  first 
keel  of  that  fleet  of  ocean  merchant  ships  whose  sails  have 
shaded  every  sea  and  bay  on  the  navigable  globe.     Honor  to 

thim  to  whom  honor  is  due  I  Mr.  Magoun  lives  to  see  his 
favorite  science  and  art  carried  to  new  triumphs ;  and,  rest- 
ing in  the  affluence  that  follows  his  labor,  may  he  long  enjoy 
that  respect  and  gratitude  which  society  loves  to  give  to  its 
real  benefactors ! 

Timber  was  procured  from  Medford,  Maiden,  Wobum, 
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1  and  SIX  tons  ;  and  at  a  cost,  according  to  the  above  esti* 

tf  of  ten  millions  four  hundred  and  fortj  nioe  thousand 

hundred  and  serenty  dollars.      The  greatest  number 

ncted  in  any  one  yard  is  one  hundred  and  eighty-five ; 

,  in  any  single  year,  thirty.     That  year  was  1815. 

The  tonnage  of  the  veaseb  built  hero  in  that  year,**  says  Mr* 

^,  **  wa^  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twelve  tons ;  and 
aggregate f  as  th^j  left  our  ^ardsj,  about  half  a  mlHion  of  dol- 
Tbe  shortest  space  in  which  a  ve^el  was  ever  huili  in  the 
was  twenty-six  days*  Her  name  was  *  The  Avon,*  a  ship  of 
hundred  tons,  which,  with  two  others  built  here  about  the  same 
iod,  served  ns  privateers  in  the  last  war  with  the  mother  ooun- 
fty<  In  the  five  ^f^ears  preceding  April  1,  1K37,  sixty  TesseU  were 
built  in  thifi  town,  which  emplo^'ed  two  hundred  thtrty^nine  work- 
men, and  of  which  the  measurement  was  twenty ^four  thout^and  one 
hundred  and  ninety*five  tons,  and  the  value  one  million  one  hun> 
Hed  and  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy  dollars.  All 
Vno^e  constructed  in  the  county,  except  eleven,  were  built  hem- 
The  value  of  the^e  Mxly  was  about  one^iixtb  of  all  the  shipping 
lit  in  the  Commonwealth  during  the  same  period.  In  the  year 
ceding  April  1,  1845,  twenty-four  ships  were  launched  here, 
'hich  employed  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  whose  tonrmg**  ^^ 
le  thousaoil  six  hundred  and  sixty,  and  whose  value  i^as  half  a 
'Ion  of  dollara.  In  that  year,  one-quarter  of  the  ship-builders  in 
Commonw^ealth  w*ere  employed  in  this  town,  and  built  nearly 
ie*auarter  of  the  ships  constructed  in  the  Stflte,  ope-third  of  the 
onage,  and  one-half  the  value  of  the  whole^  t^om  this  result,  so 
'«reditable  to  our  town,  it  appears  that  a  gsveu  number  of  workmen 
here  build  larger  and  more  valuable  v-ess^^^j  than  tho#e  which  are 
eommonly  constructed  in  other  par(^  *jf  *i*^  Commonwealth. 

«  Of  these  vesseU,  two  meH*  a  special^  notice.  The  first  was 
learned  and  put  together  in  the  oldest  jard  in  the  town  i  then  taken 
down,  transported  to  Boston,  and  put  on  board  the  *  Thaddeus,' 
commanded  by  a  gentleman  ^f  this  village,  who  carried  out  with  it 
Ihe  first  missionaries  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  where  it  laid  the 
foundation  for  this  useful  art.  The  other  is  the  'Falcon/  by 
the  same  builder,  in  1817,  —  the  most  remarkable  vessel  that  e?€ir 
floated  in  onr  river,  filmed  not  for  any  wonderful  beauty  or  perfect^ 
nets  of  construction.  Otliers  may  hnTO  sailed  swiAer^  and  been 
finer  models ;  but,  in  one  important  respect,  this  vessel  surpassed 
all  before  it,  —  and  we  trust  that  oo  others  will  ever  have  an  oppor- 
timity  to  rival  it,  —  it  was  the  first  vessel  built  in  this  town  without 
rum-  Previously,  the  keel  was  laid,  and  each  part  of  the  work 
aoeomplisbed,  by  the  stimulus  of  ardent  spirit.  Each  vessel  waa 
profanely  christened  with  rum.  He  who  first  took  this  nobl«  stand 
in  the  cause  of  temperancej  In  that  day  when  all  was  drunkenness 
aroDnd,  deserrea  our  thanks^  and  ought  to  be  enconraged  in  every 
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§aod  work  hj  th<i  result  of  ibat  e^art    The  resolulion 
on  a  bright  nutumtiiil  moming.  as  tlie  ooly  meaQs  of  preserriag 
virtue  of  several  appretiticea,  and  at  tirsi  culled  forth  ridicule 
reproach*     Mo  rum/  ho  rvm  1 !  was  wriuen  by  these  joung  defO- 
ttai  of  Bnci'hus  on  erery  clapboard  of  the  workshop,  on  «±ac1i  tioa- 
ber  and  chip  in  the  jarri     Some  refused  to  work ;  otliers  mni^ 
and  swore.     But  iirmncss  gave  opportunity  for  reftection,  wij  i 
a  few,  approved  itie  decision,  whose  number  incretisedf  till,  i 
Tears^  they  became  the  mRJorityf  and,  in  five,  drove  the 
UQm  crery  yard,  —  a  result  in  which  we  heartily  rejoice.** 
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The  saraion  gives  a  religious  aspect  to  ship  building 
may  syTii!>olize  human  life*  The  wood  and  metals  of  which 
a  hull  is  composed  come  from  the  earth ;  and  in  that  ship's 
body  are  represented  the  mind  of  the  moulder,  the  skill  of  the 
architect,  the  hand  of  the  c-arpenter,  the  smithy  and  the  calker: 
and  these  most  important  piuts  are  so  blended  ns  to  attract 
least  notice ;  w^hile  the  labors  of  the  sailmaker  and  the  riggeri 
the  taste  of  the  can  er,  and  the  coloring  of  the  painter^  catcb 
tl«5  eye  and  charm  the  mind*  The  hour  of  lannclnng  is  the 
hour  f>f  its  birth.  The  anxiety  of  the  builder  then  haa  ita 
parallfcl  i^Uewhere*  It  goes  an  infant  to  its  new  life  to  b^in 
its  worUUjGuraey-  How  important  that  it  should  be  irell 
found!  How  important  that  its  compass,  |ike  a  good  con- 
science, should  \«5  ever  in  order  ;  that  its  pilots  and  mariners 
should  be  ever  quick  for  duty ;  and,  above  all,  that  its  kding 
should  be  such,  that,  Hko  virtue,  it  will  secure  wealth  to  its 
owner  in  the  distant  market !  So,  in  this  voyage  of  human 
life,  if  we  put  good  woiks  on  board  and  wait  the  wind,  if 
we  take  for  our  chart  the  wf^4  of  God  and  are  faithful  to 
its  heavenly  bearings,  we  shall  safely  pass  the  dangers  of 
the  sert,  as  we  sail  towards  that  pott;  of  death  to  which  sH 
gales  drive  us ;  and,  having  cast  that  ai^ahor  which  can  never 
be  weighed,  we  shall  find  a  safe  moorage  in  the  haven  of 
«temal  peace. 

The  ships  of  our  day  and  of  our  town  ^ave  borne  the  mis- 
sionaries of  the  cross,  with  their  printing-presses  and  BibleS| 
to  the  heathen  of  benighted  lands  ;  and  the  ancient  predictioa 
seems  here  in  one  sense  fulfilled.  Historic  truth,  withoot 
any  violation  of  language,  may  now  say  of  Medford  what 
the  prophet  Esekiel  says  of  Tyrns ;  "  The  ships  of  Tarihisk 
did  aing  of  thee  in  thy  maurket ;  and  thou  wast  repleniikeA 
■nd  made  very  glorious  in  the  midst  of  the  seas/' 

When  we  consider  how  much  ship-building  has  done  for 
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onr  beantifal  Tillage;  how  many  comfortable  dwellings  it 
has  reared,  how  many  thousands  of  human  beings  it  has 
ied,  how  many  children  it  has  taught,  how  many  homes  it  has 
blessed,  and  how  much  suffering  it  has  soothed ;  when  we 
also  consider  that  the  ships  which  have  gone  from  us  are 
busy  in  honorable  trade,  bringing  comforts  and  wealth  to 
their  various  owners,  extending  tlie  knowledge  and  securities 
of  commerce,  defending  us  in  war,  and  promoting  Christian 
brotherhood  in  peace ;  when  we  sum  up  these  domestic 
benefactions  and  these  foreign  bounties,  we  are  moved  to  a 
devout  acknowledgment  of  the  wisdom  and  care  of  God. 
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and  he  felt  that  they  must  be  answered.     As  his  eye 
searching  riyer  and  woods,  he  saw  the  two  masts  of  a 
ichooner,  which  w^  lying  at  one  of  the  distil -house  wharves, 
Medford*     He  immediately  started  for  her.     This  was  h|^ 
t  Tisit  to  Medford.     He  reached  the  schooner ;  and  his 
er  question  to  the  captain  was,  *'  How  much  water  do  you 
w  ?  '*     Answer,  "  Ten  feet/'     **  What's  your  tonnage  !  ** 
swerj  "  One  hundred  and  twenty  tons**'     "  Do  you  go 
and  down  the  riTer  often  ? "     "  Yes,  I  bring  wood  for 
distillery,"     "  Are  there  any  large  rocks  or  bad  shoals  in 
le  bed  of  the  river  ?  **     "  No,  it*s  all  clear."    **  How  deep  is 
!  water  generally  at  high  tide  ?  "     **  I  guess  from  fifteen 
twenty  feet/'*   "Do  you  think  an  empty  ship  of  three 
.undred  tons  could  float  down  the  river?"      "Oh,  yes/' 
T  this  conversation^  he  silently  concluded  to  make  the 
1.     He  found  intelligent  and  affluent  citizens  in  Medford 
were  ready  to  aid  him  ;  but  he  told  them  "  he  could  not 
brd   to  be  helped/'     A  young  man  thus  afraid  of  debts 
be  likely  to  succeed  without  foreign  aid.     Young 
agonn  thus  illustrated  the  common  remark,  that,  where 
thers  do  every  thing  for  their  sons,  the  sons  do  nothing  for 
emsclvcs ;   and,  where  fathers  can  do  nothing   for    their 
ions,  the  sons  do  every  thing  for  themselves  ;  making  the 
ifference  between  the  giant  and  the  dwarf.     Some  advised 
s  beginning  to  build  above  the  bridge.     He  accordingly 
fXamined  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  the  depth  of  the  water  at 
,ow  tide,  by  fording  and  wading  ;  and  thus  decided  not  to 
fix  himself  there.     He  then  weighed  the  reasons  for  prefer- 
ring other  places,  till  he  finally  concluded  in  favor  of  the 
t  where  he  first 'settled,  and  where  all  his  ships  have  been 
ailt.     His  convictions  being  firm,  that  the  river  coold  float 
any  vessel  he  might  build ,  that  the  neighborhood  could  fur- 
nish an  ample  supply  of  oak  timber,  and  that  the  site  he  had 
chosen  could  be  pui'chased  at  a  moderate  price,  he  made  an 
offer,  which  was  accepted.      Thus  1802  saw  laid  the  first 
keel  of  that  fleet  of  ocean  merchant  ships  whose  sails  have 
abated  eirery  sea  and  bay  on  the  navigable  globe*     Honor  to 
him  to  whom  honor  is  due  I     Mr.  M  ago  an  lives  to  see  his 
favorite  science  and  art  carried  to  new  triumphs ;  aud^  rest- 
_  in  the  aifluence  that  follows  his  labor,  may  he  long  enjoy 
that  respect  and  gratitude  which  society  loves  to  give  lo  its 
real  benefactors ! 

Timber  was  procured  from  Medford,  Maiden,  Wobum, 
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dred  and  six  tons ;  and  at  a  cost^  according  to  the  above  esti** 
mat€,  of  ten  millions  four  hundred  and  forty-nine  thousand 
two  hnndred  and  seventy  dollars.  The  greatest  number 
constructed  in  any  one  yard  is  one  hundred  and  eighty-five ; 
andj  in  any  single  year,  thirty.     That  year  was  1845, 

"  The  tonnage  of  the  veasels  built  here  in  that  year/'  says  Mr. 
leaker,  **  was  nine  thousand  BeYcn  hundred  and  twelve  toos ;  and 
their  agpfregate,  as  they  left  our  yards,  about  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lars* The  shortest  space  in  which  a  vessel  was  ever  huilt  in  the 
town  was  twenty-six  days*  Her  name  was  *  The  Avon,'  a  ship  of 
four  hundred  tons,  which^  with  two  others  built  hero  about  the  same 
period,  served  as  privateers  in  the  last  war  with  the  mother  coun- 
try. In  the  five  years  preceding  April  1,  1B37,  sixty  vessels  were 
built  in  this  town,  which  employed  two  hundred  thirty-nine  work- 
men, and  of  which  the  measurement  was  twenty-four  thousand  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  tons,  and  the  value  one  million  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy  dollars.  All 
tboflo  constructed  in  the  county,  es;cept  eleven ^  were  built  here, 
The  value  of  these  sixty  was  about  one-sixth  of  ail  the  shipping 
built  in  the  Commonwealth  during  the  same  period  In  the  year 
prece^hng  April  1,  1H45,  twenty-four  ships  w^ere  launched  here, 
which  employed  two  hundred  and  fitly  men,  whose  tonnage  was 
nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty,  and  whose  value  was  half  a 
million  of  dollars.  In  that  year,  onen^uarter  of  the  ship-builders  in 
the  (Commonwealth  were  employed  in  this  town,  and  byiJt  nearly 
one-quarter  of  the  ships  constructed  in  the  State,  one^third  of  the 
tonnage,  and  one-half  the  value  of  the  whole.  From  this  result,  so 
credttable  to  our  town,  it  appears  that  a  given  number  of  workmen 
here  build  larger  and  mot'e  valuable  vessels  than  those  which  are 
commonly  constructed  in  other  parts  of  the  Common waalth* 

**  Of  these  vessels,  two  merit  a  8[)ecial  notice.  The  first  was 
framed  and  put  together  in  the  oldest  yard  in  the  to^i^  ;  l^ben  taken 
down,  transported  to  Boston,  and  put  on  board  the  '  Thaddeus,' 
commanded  by  a  gentleman  of  this  village,  who  carried  out  with  it 
the  first  missionaries  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  where  it  laid  the 
fonndation  for  this  useful  art*  The  other  is  the  'Falcon/  by 
the  same  builder,  in  1817,  —  the  most  remarkable  vessel  that  ever 
floated  in  our  river,  famed  not  for  any  wonderful  beauty  or  perfect- 
neas  of  eonstruction.  Others  may  have  sailed  swifter,  and  been 
finer  models ;  but,  in  one  important  respect,  this  vessel  surpassed 
all  before  it,  —  and  we  trust  that  no  others  will  ever  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  rival  it,  —  it  was  the  first  vessel  built  in  this  towa  without 
mm*  Previously,  the  keel  was  laid,  and  each  part  of  the  work 
aecximplished,  by  the  stimulus  of  ardent  spirit  Each  vessel  was 
profanely  christened  with  rum.  He  who  first  took  this  noble  stand 
in  the  cause  of  temperance,  in  that  day  when  all  was  drankenness 
around,  deserves  our  thanks,  and  ought  to  be  encouraged  in  erery 
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beautifol  village;  how  many  comfortable  dwellings  it 
reared,  how  many  thousands  of  human  beings  it  has 
how  many  children  it  has  taught,  how  many  homes  it  has 
sed,  and  how  much  sneering  it  has  soothed ;  when  we 
consider  that  the  ships  wluch  have  gone  from  us  are 
f  in  honorable  trade,  bringing  comforts  and  wealth  to 
r  various  owners,  extending  the  knowledge  and  securities 
ommerce,  defending  us  in  war,  and  promoting  Christian 
herhood  in  peace ;  when  we  sum  up  these  domestic 
3factions  and  these  foreign  bounties,  we  are  moved  to  a 
3ut  acknowledgment  of  the  wisdom  and  care  of  God. 
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S^c^  for  the  fishermen, 

^rUorj  or  upon  the  Bank, 

\  peel  I  hem  not  to  return 

Is  wluch  had  cauglit  a 
.  V  pec  ted  to  talce  them 
>.i,  the  General  Court  chose 
iuiward  and  managing  a  fish- 
jnofitable,  we  have  the  follow- 
ships  sailed  this  year  (1622) 
I  two  from  London,  to  fish  on 
id  made  profitable  voyages*" 
,„..,,  uiour  fishing  interest,  the  Gene- 
^wing  order.  May  22,  1639:  "For 
r  men  to  set  upon  fishing,  it  is  or- 
.  vessels  and  other  stock  as  shall  be 
d  adventured  in  takings  making,  and 
cording  to  the  course  of  fishing  Toy- 
elf,  shall  be  exempt,  for  seven  years 
.iom  all  country  charges.*'  To  show  how 
lastering  care  of  our  fathers  on  this  point,  we 
ing  order  of  June  2j  1641:  "It  is  ordered 
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To  Med  ford  belongs  the  honor  of  establishing  the  first 
fisheries  in  **  London's  Plantation  of  Massachusetts  Bay*'* 
Cftrefml  and  costly  preparations  for  this  business  were  made 
in  England,  in  1629,  by  Mr,  Cradock,  who  belieTed  it  the 
most  promising  investment  then  offered  from  the  New 
World.  In  the  company's  "  first  general  letter,"  under  date 
of  April  17,  1629,  is  indicated  a  course  of  trade  which  was  to 
be  pursued  by  the  Medford  fishermen.     It  is  thus :  — 

"  We  ha?e  sent  five  weigh  of  salt  in  the  *  Whelpe/  and  ten  weigh 
in  the  '  Talbot/  If  there  be  shallops  to  be  had  to  Bsh  withal,  and 
the  season  of  ^the  year  fit,  pray  let  the  fishermen  (of  which  we  send 
BIX  from  Dorchester),  together  with  some  of  the  ship's  cojnpanyj 
endeavor  to  take  fish ;  and  let  it  be  well  saved  witli  the  said  salt,  and 
packed  up  in  hogsheads ;  and  send  it  home  by  the  *  Talhot  *  or 
'  Lion's  Whelpe/  " 

At  the  same  time  they  send  "  a  seine,  being  a  net  to  fish 
with,"     May  28,  1629,  they  say,— 

*^  We  send  salt,  line*!,  hooka,  knives,  boots,  &c.,  for  the  fishermen, 
desiring  our  men  may  be  employed  in  harbor^  or  upon  the  Bank. 
If  you  send  ships  to  fish  on  the  Bank,  and  expect  them  not  to  return 
again  to  the  plantation,  &c." 

By  this  it  appears  that  those  vessels  which  had  caught  a 
cargo  of  fish  **on  the  Bank*'  were  expected  to  take  them 
thence  to  London,  Sept,  3,  16S5j  the  General  Court  chose 
a  committee  of  six  **  for  setting  forward  and  managing  a  fish* 
ing  trade***  That  fishing  was  profitable,  we  have  the  follow- 
ing early  record:  *' Thirty -five  ships  sailed  this  year  (16^2) 
from  the  west  of  England,  and  two  from  London,  to  fish  on 
the  New  England  coasts ;  and  made  profitable  voyages," 
Through  the  instrumentality  of  our  fishing  interest,  the  Gene- 
ral Court  passed  the  following  order*  May  ^2,  1639 :  *'  For 
further  encouragement  of  men  to  set  upon  fishing,  it  is  or- 
dered, that  such  ships  and  yessels  and  other  stock  as  shall  be 
properly  employed  and  adventured  in  taking,  making,  and 
transporting  of  fish  according  to  the  course  of  fishing  voy- 
ages, and  the  fish  itself,  shall  be  exempt,  for  seven  years 
from  henceforth,  from  all  country  charges."  To  show  how 
minute  was  the  fostering  care  of  our  &thers  on  this  point,  we 
have  the  following  order  of  June  S>  1641:  "It  is  ordered 
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that  fishermen  shall  have  their  fish  for  bait  at  the  nvm 
that  others  have  at  the  wears,  and  be  first  served/'  **  Th© 
property  of  Governor  Cradock,  invested  at  Medford  for  fish- 
ing  and  other  purposes,"  was  large.  Mr,  Savage  says,  **  He 
maintained  a  small  plantation  for  fishing  at  Mistick,  in  the 
present  bounds  of  Maiden,  opposite  to  Winthrop*s  farm,  at 
Ten  Hills*"  Complaint  was  made  by  our  fishermen  of  a  kw> 
passed  by  Plymoutli  Colony,  which  laid  a  tax  of  five  shilling 
on  **  every  share  of  fish  "  caught  by  strangers  **  at  the  Cape  J 
From  all  that  we  can  gather,  we  conclude  that  ilr,  Cradock 
had  invested  as  much  as  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  which  in 
various  trade  here  must  have  made  Medford  a  thriTing  and 
populous  phmtation  for  an  infant  settlement.  The  fishing 
business  continued  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  but  with  leas 
and  less  profit  to  Mr,  Cradock.  It  was  finally  abandoned  9M 
n  failure;  and  afterwards  the  river-fishing  alone  okmfl' 
attention* 

May,  1639 :  The  price  of  alew^ves  in  Medford,  at  this  timepl 
was  five  shillings  per  thousand.     This  made  food  incredlbli 
cheap. 

That  Mystic  River,  as  a  resort  for  fish,  was  early  knoi 
and  greatly  valued,  appears  from  many  testimonies. 
Josselyn's  account  of  his  two  voyages  to  New  England  (1638) ' 
we  have  the  following  record  :  **  The  river  Sf istick  nms 
through  the  right  side  of  the  town  (Charlestown)i  and,  by  iti^H 
near  approach  to  Charles  River  in  one  place,  makes  a  very^B 
narrow  neck,  where  stands  most  part  of  the  town.  The  mar- 
ket-place, not  far  from  the  water-side,  is  surrounded  withj 
houses*"  In  Mystic  River  were  "  bass^  shad,  alewiveS] 
frost-fish,  and  smelts*"  Josselyn  says,  '*  We  will  return  to 
Charleatown  again,  where  the  river  Mistick  runs  on  the  north 
side  of  the  town  (that  is,  the  right  side,  as  before  said),  wherej 
on  the  north-west  side,  is  the  town  of  Mistick,  three  mil^ 
fi'om  Charlestown,  a  league  and  a  half  by  water,  —  a  scattered 
village.  At  the  head  of  this  river  are  great  and  spacioni 
ponds, full  of  alewives  in  the  spring-time;  the  notedest  ploc© 
for  this  sort  of  fish."  This  quotation  from  Josselyn,  while  it 
goes  to  prove  that  bass,  shad,  and  alewives  were  no  strangers 
in  our  rivers,  shows  likewise  that  the  population  of  our  town 
w^as  then  settled  chiefly  between  the  two  brick  houses  now 
standing,  and  that  the  place  was  called  Mistick.  The 
"  Wear  "or  Fishing  Dam  in  Medford  was  ^t  the  outlet  of  the 
Pond  ;  and,  as  our  river  was  "  the  notedest  place  "for  fish  in 
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ae  early  days  of  our  plantation^  we  preiiirae  that  the  **  seme, 

eing  a  net  sent  to  fish  with,"  was  the  first  seine  ever  drawn 

in  its  waters,  and  the  first  drawn  on  this  continent*     This 

»pras  prohahly  in  1631 ;  ajid  the  first  draught  was  doubtless  an 
bveDt  of  liveliest  interest,  of  raw  wonder,  and  exceeding  joy. 
If  any  web  or  filament  of  that  pioneer  "seine'*  had  come 
flown  to  US,  it  would  be  fitting  for  the  town,  in  the  year 
1881,  to  parade  it  as  the  hanner,  and  under  it  to  unite  in 
rcelehrating  the  fifth  fisherraen*s  jubilee  on  the  river.     June 
1639  :  •*  It  is  ordered  that  all  wears  shall  be  set  open  from 
le  last  day  of  the  week,  at  noon,  till  the  second  day  in  the 
lorning*" 

Johnson  J  in   his    **  Wonder-working    Providence,**   says, 

^  The  Lord  is  pleased  to  provide  for  them  groat  store  of  fish 

pn  the  spring-time,  and  especially  alewives,  about  the  bigness 

rf  a  herring.     Many  thouiiauds  of  these  they  use  to  put 

ander  their  Indian  com." 

Had  Mr,  Cradock's  letters  to  his  agents  in  Medford  been 
jre&erved,  we  should  certainly  have  in  them  a  complete  his- 
itory  of  the  fishing  establishment   he  maintained  here,  and 
probably  a  comparative  estimate    of  sea   and  river  fishing* 
The   introduction   of  the   drag-net,  in  1631,  when  Mystic 
liver  was  full  of  fish,  was  an  example  that  would  be  followed 
aore  and  more,  as  proper  seines  could  be  knit  and  easy  mar- 
kets secured.    The  narrowness  of  the  river,  the  steepness  of  its 
iks,  its  freedom  from  rocks,  and  its  many  convenient  land- 
ag-places,  rendered  net-fishing  easy  and  cheap*     It  settled 
lovr^  into  a  regular  business,  and  any  one  had  a  right  to 
3uxsue  it*     We  have  no  account  of  the  intermittent  run  of 
ertain  fish,  as  witnesssd  in  our  time ;  but  presume  it  may 
act  have  been  so  remarkable  then,  when  dams  and  water- 
Iwheels  had  not  impeded  or  frightened  the  finny  adventurerSj 
lor  when  filth  and  poisons  had  not  made  their  highways  dan- 
sjerousp     We  think  it  will  be  found  that  several  species  of 
fth  will  have  periodic  returns  to  places  which  they  have  left 
tfor  many  year  a* 

Acts  of  legislation  have  not  been  wanting  by  onr  town  or 
ate  I  but  the  fish  care  nothing  about  votes.     The  first  men- 
ion  of  specific  action  by  the  town,  as  such,  is  dated  Jan* 
Jl8,  17  68,  when  it  was  voted  '^  to  petition  the  General  Court 
[concerning  the  fishery  in  this  town," 

March  3,  1768 :  Mr.  Benjamin  Hall  and  others  petition 
[the  General  Court  ''for  liberty  to  draw  with  seines,  at  two 
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different  places  in  Mistick  River,  tliree  iTays  in  ^  week."  Thii 
petition  was  not  acted  upon  for  some  years,  ^i 

The  next  act  of  the  General  Courts  touching  this  proli^^H 
trade  in  Medford,  was  in  Feb.  16,  1789,  and  was  as  fo^^ 
lows  I  — 

^  An  act  to  prevent  the  de^niction  of  fish  called  shad  and  ide* 
wives  ia  My s lie  River,  so  ealEed,  wtthin  the  towns  of  Ciunbriflgi;, 
Oharlestown^  aod  Medford^  and  for  repealing  all  laws  lieretoforv 
made  for  that  purpose. 

**  Whereas  the  fishery  in  Mystic  E'tver,  in  the  ootinty  of  Middle- 
sejt,  if  properly  regulated,  will  be  of  great  public  utility,  as  it  serves 
to  promote  the  cod -fishery,  and  is  also  of  advantage  to  the  pitrtica^ 
lar  towns  through  which  the  river  runs,  aifording,  in  some  measurCf 
Bubsistence  and  support  to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  i^  ihcrefw 
neeessary  to  be  preserved^"  B&c 

The  act  provides  that  each  of  the  three  towns  is  empowc 
to  choose  a  committee  for  (he  preservation  of  fuh^  whose  dut? 
it  shall  be  to  keep  out  of  the  river  all  obstructions  to  the 
free  ingress  of  the  fish.     The  act  grants  to  Cambridge 
right  to  fish,  within  the  limits  of  that  town,  on  Monda^ 
Tuesday,  and  Friday ;  and  to  Charles  town  and  Med  ford  the 
right  of  fishing,  within  the  limits  of  those  towns*  on  Mondayj^ 
Wednesday,  and  Friday,  —  from  the  first  of  March  to 
last  day  of  June.     Penalty  for  each  violation   of  the  Ian 
three  pounds.     I  a  this  act*  the  right  of  each  inhabitant  to 
fish  is  recognized  and  secured.     If  persons  from  other  towns 
should  either  stop  or  catch  fish  in  this  river,  they  shall  each  be 
fined  three  pounds  for  every  such  offence  i  and  the  committee 
shall  have  power  to  arrest  them,  and  sell  their  seines^  drag- 
nets,  marsh-nets,  baskets,  or  any  other  implements  used  1^ 
them*     **  This  act  to  be  in  use  five  years,  and  no  longer*" 

Immediately  on  the  passage  of  this  act^  the  town  pro* 
ceeded,  April  2, 1798,  to  a  new  step,  indicated  in  the  follow- 
ing vote :  "  Voted  that  the  town  will  let  out  their  fishing* 
grounds  to  the  highest  bidder  the  present  year."  WMe  this 
vote  was  based  upon  the  original  right  of  the  town  to 
the  fisheries  within  its  borders^  some  minor  q^uestions  arose, 
which  led  the  inhabitants,  at  the  same  meeting,  to  choose  % 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  rights  of  the  town  to  the  fiih- 
ing-grounds.  The  result  was,  that,  Jan*  21,  1803,  the  town 
"  voted  that  a  petition  be  presented  to  the  General  Court,  at 
their  present  session,  to  enable  the  town  to  let  out  the  right 
of  taking  fish  in  Mystic  Riverj  within  the  limits  of  the  towiL*' 
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The  Legislature  granted  the  petition;  and   Medford  then 
dJTided  the  fishing  districts  thus  :  "  First,  from  Charlestown 
and  Maiden   line   to    Medford   Bridge ;    second,  from    the 
I     bridge  to    the    beach   opposite   James  Tufts's  barn ;   third, 
Hfrom  the  aboye-named  beach  to  the  Charlestown  line  west- 
erly." 

Among  the  earliest  fishermen  were  John  Cutter,  Jonathan 
Tofts  J  and  Benjamin  T^eL  In  1803,  Cutter  paid  sixty-five 
dollars.  Tufts  thirteen  dollars,  and  Teel  thirteen  dollars,  for 

Ke  right  of  fishing, 
John  Cutter  fished  near  the  '*  Dike,"  or  *' Labor  in  Vain  ;  ** 
aac  Tufts  fished  from  the  Bridge  to  Rock  Hill ;  and  Captain 
ei^amuel  Teel  and  his  nephew,  from  Rock  Hill  to  the  Pond* 
The  names  of  the  fishermen  are  seldom  given  in  the  records. 
^■kles,  Simon,  and  Seth  Tufts  are  there.  In  1812,  the 
^Vmermen  paid  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  right.  The  ave- 
rage, for  twenty  years,  has  been  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

In  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Legislature,  the 
town  voted,  March  14,  1803,  to  sell  their  right  of  fishing  in 
Mystic  River.  It  was  sold  for  ninety-one  dollars,  at  public 
auction.  The  next  year  it  was  aoldj  in  the  same  manner,  for 
one  hundred  and  six  dollars ;  and  this  equitable  mode  of 
disposing  of  it  became  established  ;  and  the  premium  offered 
continued  for  several  years  to  Increase. 

The  vote  of  the  town  was  generally  thus,  as  in  March  1, 
18^  :  ''  Voted  that  the  ielectmen  be  appointed  a  committee 
to  dispose  of  the  privilege  of  taking  shad  and  alewives  within 
the  limits  of  SJiid  town  the  ensuing  season."  In  1855, 
Joseph  L.  Wheeler  bought  the  "  upper  reach,^'  from  Marble 
Brook  to  the  Pond,  for  $27.50  per  annum  ;  and  James 
Soger B  bought  the  "  lower  reach,"  from  Marble  Brook  to  the 
eastern  border  of  the  tow^n,  for  1122.50  per  annum*  The 
annual  sales  have  lately  been  less  than  1200. 

The  shad  and  alewives  were  abundant  tiU  1815  or  1820, 
when  they  began  gradually  to  withhold  their  visits*  A 
writer  says,  that,  about  the  year  1800,  it  was  common  to 
take  fifteen  hundred  shad  annually  at  "  Little  River  '*  (near 
Fresh  Pond);  but  that,  in  1852,  there  was  not  one  taken; 
and  that,  proportionally,  a  similar  statement  might  be  made 
concerning  alewives* 

Nothing  can  frighten  ale  wives ;  but  the  shad  is  an  exceed- 
ingly shy  and  timid  fish.     Its  disappearance  from  our  river 
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is  therefore  attributed  to  the  terrific  noises  made  by 
cars,  as  tbey  cross  the  Mystic  at  Chariest  own*  The  largtit 
number  of  alewives  taken  by  one  draught  from  Mystic  EiTer 
was  in  1844  ;  and  they  counted  some  few  more  than  iiftj* 
eight  thousand !  We  once  saw  taken,  by  one  draught  from 
this  river,  shad  suiBcient  to  fill  six  horse^carts,  1b  Mystic 
River  the  bass  have  wholly  disappeared ;  though  there  are 
those  living  who  remember  to  have  seen  them  plenty, ; 
some  of  them  weighing  more  than  thirty  pounds. 

In  1776,  a  negro,  named  Prince,  was  at  work  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  opposite  the  shallow  where  the  ford  was,  a  few 
rods  above  the  bridge,  when  he  saw  an  enormous  ba&s  swini' 
ming  verj'  slowly  up  the  river.  The  tide  was  inconvenienllf 
low  for  the  ba&a,  but  conveniently  low  for  the  negro^  Flange 
went  Prince  for  the  fish,  and  caught  him!  No  sooner  was 
he  out  of  water  than  a  desperate  spring,  such  as  fishes  can 
give,  released  him  from  his  captor  ;  and  back  he  falls  into  hii 
native  element*  Quick  as  a  steel-trap,  Prince  springs  upon 
him  again,  and  again  cluuhes  him  and  lifts  him  up.  The 
fish  struggles  ;  and  Prince  and  fish  fall  together.  Again 
Prince  rises,  with  his  prize  in  Lis  arms,  and  then  brings  him 
ashore.  It  weighed  sixty-five  pounds.  Prince  thought  that 
such  a  wonderful  fish  should  be  presented  to  the  commander 
of  the  American  forces  then  stationed  on  Winter  Hill.  His 
master  thought  so  too.  ,  Accordingly,  Prince  dressed  himself 
in  his  be^t  clothes,  and,  taking  the  fi&h  in  a  cart,  presented 
it  to  the  commander,  and  told  the  history  of  its  capture; 
and  the  commander  gave  him  jrir  cents  I 

The  shad,  of  late  years j  have  not  been  abundant ;  o: 
forty  or  fifty  taken  during  a  season.     The  number  of  alewives 
has  also  greatly  diminished  ;  and  the  town  receives  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  by  selling  its  right  of  fishing  through 
the  year.     Smelts  continue  to  make  their  annual  spring  v^i^d 
in  undiminished  numbers  ;  and  when,  for  noblest  endsj  tl^H 
stealthily  enter  our  creeks  and  little  streams,  they  are  watched    ' 
by  the  hungry  boys,  who,  for  sport  or  profit,  drive  them  into 
their  scoop-nets  by  dozens*     In  this  town,  they  do  not  let 
enough  escape  to  keep  the  race  alive ;  and  if,  in  all  other 
towns,  they  were  bo  destroyed,  this  beautiful  and  delicious 
fish  would  become  extinct  among  us.     The  greatest  draught 
—  by  a  certain  nameless  boy,  fifty  years  ago  —  numbered 
sixty -three*     They  were  taken  &om  Marble,  or  Meetiiig- 
house.  Brook. 
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In  Mystic  Pond,  there  are  few  fish  at  present*     The  fresh- 
ater  perchj  which  appear  in  the  sun  like  a  fragment  of  a 

mulK»w  shooting  through  the  water,  are  the  most  numerous* 
?be  bream  are  not  uncommon  ;  but  their  size  is  very  small* 
'he  tomcod  come  to  winter  there,  and  are  easily  taken  thus : 
me  ten  or  twelve  of  them  gather  about  a  small  stone,  very 
ear  the  shore,  and  each  makes  its  nose  to  touch  the  stone, 
^he  fisiherman  sees  this  un frightened  family  circle  quietly 

eposmg;  and  he  suddenly  aud  strongly  strikes  the  ice  with 
axe^  directly  over  the  unsuspecting  group,    The  blow  stuns 

he  fish  *  and  he  quickly  cuts  a  hole,  and  takes  them  all  out! 

)f  minnows  there  are  scarcely  any,  owing  to  the  presence  of 
lat  fresh-water  shark,  the  pickerel.  Eels  ai'e  taken  in  win- 
T  by  means  of  forked  irons,  thrust  into  the  mnd  through 
sles  in  the  ice ;  and  smelts  are  taken  at  the  same  time,  in 
le  river  near  Charle^^towu,  by  means  of  the  common  hook. 
Oyster-fishing  is  another  branch  of  trade  carried  on  from 
[ystic  River.  In  the  early  settlement  of  our  town,  oysters 
ere  extensively  used  as  food,  and  they  were  easily  taken. 
%ey  so  far  abounded  in  that  part  of  the  river  which  is  now 
Btween  our  turnpike  river-wall  and  Maiden  Bridge  that 
ley  obstructed  navigation,     Mr,  Wood,  speaking,  in  1633, 

ft  these  hinderanceSj  has  these  words  t  "  Ships,  without  either 

lallast  or  lading,  may  float  down  this  (Mystic)  river;  other- 
ise,  the  oyster-bank  would  hinder  them,  which  crosseth  the 

hannel/*      This    oyster-bank    is  one  of  those  unfortunate 
stiiutions  whose  fate  it  has  been  to  be  often  "run  upon/' 

ad  on  which  the  "  draughts  "  have  been  so  much  greater  than 
Le  "  deposits  **  that  it  long  ago  became  bankrupt ;  yet,  like 
1  honest  tradesman,  it  has  never  despaired  ;  and^  within  our 
emory,  has  made  some  good  fat  dividends.  In  IT^^O,  the 
udge  from  the  distilleries  was  supposed  to  have  poisoned 
lese  shell-iish. 
Lobsters  have  not  frequented  our  river  in  great  numbers ; 

mt,  in  1854,  they  came  up  in  large  companies  as  far  as 
helsea  Bridge ;  and,  in  the  warm  month  of  October,  more  than 

wo  thousand,  of  prime  quality,  were  taken  from  that  bridge  I 
The  names  of  all  the  fishermen  in  Medford  cannot   be 

recovered ;  but,  among  them,  there  have  been  men  of  tbat 

xeat  energy  which  secures  success* 
The  fish  found  their  market  chiefly  in  Boston ;  and  were 

ometimes  cured,  and  sent  in  barrels  to  the  Southern  States, 
food  for  slaves,  or  to  the  West  Indies  for  common  con- 
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•U  Yinut  *Wju'aXi'UA  hi«s  fim  tcmtiny ;  and  so  skilnd  h*d  he 
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lothing  about  its  marks  or  popularity.  He  would  tell  the 
rue  price  in  a  few  moments,  pnd  was  never  knowo  to  select 
bad  barreL  In  the  manufacture  of  his  bread,  every  com- 
:>iieut  part  was  personally  examined,  and  every  rule  most 
ipalously  complied  with.  There  was  a  severe  exactness 
each  particular,  that  helped  greatly  in  securing  the  final 
«•  Mr*  Francis  produced  a  cracker  which  was  consi- 
lered  as  more  tasteful  and  healthy  than  any  heretofore 
ivented.  Every  year  increased  his  reputation,  and  widened 
business ;  and,  as  early  as  1805,  Medford  crackers  were 
L  through  the  country,  and  frequently  sent  to  foreign 
ids.  The  writer  of  this  was  walking  in  a  street  of  London 
18S4,  and  saw,  at  a  shop-window,  the  following  sign: 
^<*  Medford  crackers,"  This  breud  deserved  all  the  fame  it 
|mred ;  for  never  had  there  been  any  so  good,  and  we 
^think  there  is  now  none  better*  It  required  great  labor  ;  and 
all  the  work  was  done  by  hand.  Each  cracker  was  nearly 
double  the  size  of  those  now  made ;  and  the  dough  was 
kneaded,  rolled,  weighed,  pricked,  marked,  and  tossed  into 
the  oven,  by  hand.  Now  all  these  are  done  by  machinery. 
The  labor  of  making  a  barrel  of  flour  into  crackers  cost  then 
Bine  dollars,  and  now  about  three  dollars.  This  bread  was 
^lled  crackerSf  because  one  of  them  would  crack  into  two 
equal  parts.  One  piece  of  dough  was  rolled  out  just  thick 
enough  to  enable  it  to  swell  up  with  the  internal  steam  gene- 
rated by  baking  on  the  hot  brick*floor  of  the  oven  ;  and  holes 
enough  were  pricked  into  the  dough  to  allow  a  part  of  the 
steam  to  escape,  and  so  leave  the  mass  split  into  two  equal 
patta,  adhering  mostly  by  the  edges. 

The  deleterious  miittures  called  bread,  which  we  now  often 
mee,  are  the  cause,  we  apprehend,  of  some  of  our  chronic 
diseases*  If  the  General  Court  would  legislate  properly  on 
the  great  and  vital  subject  of  bread,  a  good  inconceivably 
great  and  durable  would  result  to  society.  If  some  bakers, 
without  designing  it,  are  administering  mineral  or  vegetable 
poisons  by  their  bread,  cake,  and  pastry,  what  pleasing  reflec- 
Uons  must  now  belong  to  Mr*  Francis,  in  his  old  age,  as  he 
counts  up  the  years  in  which  he  fed  thousands  daily  with 
bread  wholly  nutritive,  and  always  palatable  1 
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This  waj  a  brmncli  of  trade  held  m  high  repute 
ancestors^  and  some  of  the  most  intelligent  and  pious 
MetUbrd  citizens  engaged  io  it ;  but  none  grew  rich  from  it 
It  was  sot  unco m men »  in  the  first  century  of  our  settlemeui, 
for  private  ikmilies  to  have  a  **  still,"  by  which  they  supplied 
themselves  with  alcoholic  liquors  ;  and  not  to  offer  a  visitor 
**  something  to  drink  *'  was  a  flagrant  breach  of  hospitality* 
It  may  have  been  during  one  of  Rev.  Dr.  Byles*9  many  viaiti 
in  Medford  that  the  tbllowing  dialogue  occurredp     The  lady 
at  whose  house  he  was  calling  asked  him  to  atep  into  her 
kitchen,  and  see  her  new  iiill ;  and,  having  assured  him  of 
its  extraordinary  powers,  the  doctor  replied,  **  Well,  madam, 
if  it  be  so  remarkable,  I  wish  you  would  do  a  job  for  me  wtth     i 
it,"     **  With  all  my  heart,  sir:  what  ahall  I  do  for  you!  "^fl 
**  WliTt  still  my  wife's  tongue-"  ^1 

When  the  first  distillery  w^as  built  in  Medford,  cannot  be 
ascertained  with  precision  ;  but  the  evidence  is  mostly  in  favor 
of  Andrew  Hall  (1735),  The  spot  he  selected  is  that  which 
Mr.  Lawrence  now  occupies ;  and  the  building  was  of  wooA 
This  spot  was  chosen  chiefly  for  the  reason  that  a  mmi 
copious  spring  of  peculiarly  good  water  issues  from  the  earth 
at  that  place.  The  great  reputation  obtained  by  the  Medfor' 
rum  h  owing  to  the  singular  properties  of  this  spring 
Other  distillers^  therefore,  in  different  parts  of  New  England 
put  the  name  of  Medford  on  their  barrels.  He  died  just  af^ 
his  eldest  son,  Benjamin,  had  reached  his  majority.  This 
son  stepped  into  his  Other's  place,  and  carried  oo  the  bus- 
ness. 

There  is  a  tradition  that  a  man  named  Blanchard,  who  bid 
connections  in  Maiden,  was  the  first  who  set  up  a  distUleiy 
in  Medford.  It  was  upon  the  south  side  of  the  river,  on  the 
first  lot  east  of  the  bridge.  It  was  afterwards  used  by  He*e- 
kiah  Blanchard,  the  inn-holder^  who  distilled  anise^aeed, 
snnke-root,  clove-water,  &c.  These  drinks  w*ere  afterwardifl 
produced  in  large  quantities  in  Medford,  In  1777,  Medford" 
rum  sold  at  Ss,  lOrf.  a  gallon,  by  the  barrel ;  4*.  6d.  by  the 
single  gallon. 

Aiier  the  Maiden  distiller  had  invested  his  little  mil  in 
molasses^  and  occupied  every  vat,  and  was  begmniBg  to 
prosper,  there  rose  a  tide  so  high  as  to  overflow  all  his  vaii^ 


rtn 

i 


DiaTlLLATIOTf, 


391 


with  ©alt  water*  This  catastrophe  ruined  him  as  entirely  as 
It  did  his  rum.  With  much  of  the  Auglo-Saxon  courage,  he 
kept  his  spirits  up,  and  looked  to  his  Maiden  friends 
to  aid  him.  They  consented  to  do  so  ;  and  Captain  John 
Dexter,  Captain  Harndenj  and  Mr.  John  Bucknam,  joined  him 
in  building  the  second  distillery,  which,  in  our  day,  is  con- 
Terted  partly  into  a  store,  and  partly  into  a  shelter  for  the 
locomotive  of  the  Medford  Branch  Railroad.  After  this 
time,  Mr,  John  Bishop  built  a  distillery  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  road,  in  Ship  Street,  nearer  to  the  river ;  and  Mr, 
Benjamin  Hall,  in  1797,  took  down  the  one  which  his  father 
had  boik  of  wood,  and  replaced  it  with  the  one  of  brick 
which  is  now  used.  This  enlargement  of  the  business, 
together  with  the  high  reputation  justly  acquired  by  the 
manufacturers  in  Medford,  gave  employment  to  many  men 
in  many  ways. 

Thfe  business  has  been  carried  on  by  Messrs »  Andrew  Hall, 
Benjamin  Hall,  John  Bishop,  Nathaniel  Hall,  Fitch  Tufts, 
Joseph  Swan,  Hall  and  Manning,  and  Joseph  Hall  It  is  now 
prosecuted  only  by  Mr,  Daniel  Lawrence.  It  was  never  a 
profitable  branch  of  trade  j  and,  till- 1830,  it  ruined  many 
persons  who  entered  it.  Since  the  "  temperance  reforma- 
tion," it  has  yielded  great  profits  to  the  few  who  pursue  it* 

The  business  demanded  a  larger  investment  of  capital  than 
any  other  manufacturing  interest  within  the  town*  Agents 
were  employed  to  purchase  molasses  in  the  West  Indies; 
and  schooners  of  the  largest  tonnage  were  often  seen  unlading 
at  wharves  on  the  borders  of  which  the  distilleries  stood. 

Soon  after  1830,  all  the  distilleries  but  one  were  discon- 
tinued, and  three  of  the  buildings  were  demolished*  In 
1849,  the  efforts  of  temperance  societies  had  so  far  influenced 
public  opinion  and  the  genetal  habits  as  to  diminish  the  use 
of  rum  to  an  extent  almost  fatal  to  the  manufacturers  of  it» 
But  about  that  time  commenced  an  active  demand  for  alcohol, 
as  a  component  part  of  the  "  burning  fluid  "  now  so  generally 
used ;  and  this  demand  rather  increases*  The  present  war 
in  Europe  has  greatly  augmented  the  consumption  of  rum ; 
and  so  brisk  is  the  demand,  that  now,  for  the  first  time  within 
thirty  years,  new  distilleries  are  being  established,  not  only 
in  the  United  States,  but  in  Cuba  and  other  West  India 
islands. 
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This  name  was  applied  to  a  freighdng  business^  earned  on 
extensively  through  Mystic  River,  between  Medford  and 
Boston.  The  craft  generally  used  were  sloops  ranging  froia 
fifty  to  one  hundred  tons'  burden.  They  were  introducaJ 
for  the  tranfiportation  of  bricks^  and  afforded  the  only  motie 
of  transfer  before  Charlestown  Bridge  was  built.  MjBtic 
River,  to  our  fathers,  was  bridge,  turnpike,  and  railroad. 
When  adventnrers  settle  in  a  forest,  it  is  the  first  wisdem  to 
fix  themselves  near  a  river ;  because  a  river  is  an  easy  high* 
way,  always  kept  in  good  repair,  and  free  from  all  tax^atiotL 
The  business  of  lightering  employed  many  raen  ;  and  the  in- 
habitants at  first  used  these  sloops  as  passenger-packet*  to 
Boston  and  Salem,  So  important  had  become  this  mode  of 
conveyance  for  bricks,  me  rchandisCj  and  people,  that,  when  a 
petition  was  started  for  permission  to  btuld  Charlestown 
Bridge,  Medford  opposed  it  with  unanimity  and  zeal,  "be- 
cause it  would  destroy  the  lightering  business."  The  result 
was  much  as  our  citi^etis  had  foretold  :  bricks  soon  began  to 
be  carried  by  oxen  in  carts  j  thus  saving  both  the  loading  and 
[  unloading  in  the  sloop,  where  many  were  necessarily  broken. 

The  labor  of  lightering  was  very  hard  j  for,  iit  times,  it 
became  necessary  lor  men  to  walk  on  the  banks,  and  thus  t«w 
the  sloop  by  means  of  long  ropes*  This  toil  was  often  under* 
taken  in  the  night,  and  during  stormy  weather.  Wood  aiid 
bark  were  freighted  from  Maine,  and  rock  weed  fiom  Bosioa 
Harbor*  A  business  that  was  suspended  during  two  or  three 
months  of  each  year,  on  account  of  ice,  was  not  attractiie 
to  those  who  wished  steady  employment,  and  was  not  likely 
therefore  to  secure  the  beat  laborers* 
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The  building  of  a  mill  required  more  iron  and  stone  work 
than  our  fathers  in  Medford  were  at  first  prepared  to  cany 
through :  they  therefore  adopted  the  Indian^s  mill ;  whick 
was  a  rock  hollowed  out  in  the  shape  of  a  half-globe,  and  i 
stone  pestle.  The  mortar  held  half  a  bushel,  and  the  pesde 
weighed  forty  or  fifty  pounds.  A  small,  fleidble  tree  wai 
bent  down,  and  the  pestle  so  tied  to  its  top  as  to  keep  it  eoi- 
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Slide d  immediately  over  the  mortar.     When  the  pestle  was 
ti  in  motion,  the  elastic  spring  of  the  tree  would  continue 
its  blows  on  the  grain  for  a  minute  or  more. 

They  found  a  mill  driven  by  wind  cheaper  than  one  driven 
by  water :  nevertheless,  the  water-power  here  was  suiBcient, 
L^d  so  convenient  that  it  soon  became  serviceable,  April  20, 
^E653:  Thomas  Brpnghton  sold  no  Edward  ColHns,  for  six 
^Khundred  and  fifty  pounds,  '*lus  two  water-mills,  which  he 
P built  in   Mistick    River."     They   were   then  occupied   by 

Thomas  Eames. 
1^     There  was  a  mill  a  short  distance  below  the  Wear  Bridge ; 
^pbut  who  built  it,  and  how  long  it  stood,  we  have  not  been 
"able  to  discover.     The  place  is  yet  occupied*     In  1660,  Ed- 
ward Collins  conveyed  a  "  gristmill  on  the  Menotomy  side  " 
to  Thomas  Danforth,  Thomas  Brooks,  and  Timothy  Wheeler. 
ThxB  mill  was  previously  occupied  by  Richard  Cooke.- 

There  was  a  mill  at  the  place  now  called  the  *'  Bower,*' 
about  one  mile  north  of  the  meeting-house  of  the  first  parish^ 
carried  by  the  water  of  ^larble  Brook*  The  banki^,  race,  caaal, 
and  cellar  are  yet  traceable*  This  was  used  for  grinding  grain 
and  sawing  timber.  It  was  on  land  now  owned  by  Mr* 
Dudley  Halh 

The  remains  of  another  water-mill  are  still  visible  on  knd 
now  owned  by  Mr,  W*  A*,  llussell,  near  the  north-west  border 
of  the  town*  It  was  carried  by  the  water  of  Whitmore  Brook. 
This  mill  must  have  been  among  the  earliest  in  Medford. 

The  first  action  of  the  town  respecting  mills  was  May  30, 
169Sj  and  the  record  reads  thus  :  *^  Put  to  vote,  whether  the 
inhabitants  of  Med  lord  will  petition  the  General  Court  for  li- 
berty to  build  a  gristmill  on  the  river,  near  and  above  Mostick 
Bridge.  Voted  in  the  affirmative*"  This  was  not  successful ; 
nor  was  the  following,  —  Nov*  26,  1700 :  "  Whether  the 
town  will  petition  the  General  Court  for  liberty  to  build  a 
corn-mill  in  their  town,  at  Gravelly  Bonk,  near  Mistick 
Bridge.     Thifl  was  voted  in  the  affirmative." 

When  the  circular  stone  windmill,  now  stajiding  on  Qtiajry 

HUl,  in  Somervllle,  was  built,  the  inhabitants  of  Medford 

■carried  their  gi-ainr there.     Before  the  Revolution,  the  mill  was 

^Bconverted  into  a  powder-house,  and  has  been  used  as  such  to 

our  day* 

1730 :  Mr,  John  Albree  buUt  a  mill  upon  hi«  own  land, 
on  a  branch  of  Marble  Brook*  It  stood  about  six  rods  west 
of  Purchase  Street,  on  land  now  owned  by  Mr*  P.  C.  Hall, 
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where  it  joins  the  land  of  Mr*  B.  L*  Swart,  The  supplr  of 
water  was  small,  as  the  present  banks  indicate.  There  tift 
and  his  only  son  Joseph,  wove  cloth  by  water,  prep.LreiJ 
wool  for  spinning,  and  had  lathes  for  turning  w*ood-  tin 
ho  use,  of  two  stories,  which  he  built »  stood  about  ^  rods 
north*east  from  his  milL  The  mill  stood  more  than  forty 
yearsj  and  was  once  used  for  the  manufacture  of  pomatum 
and  starch,  ^ 

1746:  This  year  the  tidemill,  near  Sandy  Bank,  was 
built ;  and  it  was  the  first  of  the  kind  in  that  part  of  the  iowtl 
As  it  is  now  standing,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  state  a  few 
facts  touching  its  origin.  Articles  of  agreement  were  eon- 
cludedj  Feb.  20,  1746,  between  Richard  Sprague,  cooper, 
Samuel  Page,  yeoman,  Simon  Tufts,  Esq.,  physician,  John 
Willis,  yeoman,  Stephen  Hall,  trader,  Stephen  Bradsbaw, 
yeoman,  Simon  Bradshaw,  leather-dresser,  and  Benjamin 
Pai^ker,  blacksmith^  on  the  one  part,  all  of  Medford,  ajad 
owners  of  land ;  and,  on  the  other  part,  Stephen  HiJl, 
Samuel  Page,  and  Stephen  Wilhs,  of  Medford,  husbandm^r 
and  Benjamin  Parker,  of  Charlestown,  housewright,  as  under- 
takers* They,  of  the  first  part,  give  the  portions  of  kud 
they  own  lying  between  the  market  and  Cross  Street,  on  con- 
dition that  they,  ofthe  second  part,  will  open  a  straight  road, 
two  rods  wide,  from  the  market  to  Cross  Street^  and  build  i 
stone  bridge  over  Gravelly  Creek.  This  was  introductofT 
to  building  the  tidemilL  Benjamin  Parker  ga^e  the  Und  on 
which  the  mill  was  bnilt^ — thirty -one  feet  long,  and  twenty- 
five  wide  John  Willis  and  Benjamin  Parker  gave  liberty 
to  the  undertakers  to  cut  a  ditch  from  Gravelly  Creek  to  thi 
mill,  and  to  build  a  data.  Dr.  Tufts,  John  Willis^  Samuel 
Page,  Thomas  Oakes,  and  Nathaniel  Hall,  bind  themselvei 
never  to  obstruct  the  free  flow  of  water  to  the  mill  The 
undertakers  then  bind  themselves  "  to  erect  a  good  gristmill  oa 
the  spot  of  land  above  mentioned  ;  and  said  miU  shall  be  ready 
to  go  at  or  before  the  last  day  of  September  next"  Aa  giu* 
ranty  for  each  party,  they  '*  bind  themselves  in  the  penal  ftiBi 
of  five  hundred  pounds." 

The  mill  was  completed,  and  answered  its  purpose.  It 
afterwards  came  into  the  possession  of  Timothy  Waite,  jait 
He  sold  it  to  Seth  Blodget,  March  9,  1761.  Mr.  Blodge! 
sold  it  to  Matthew  Bridge,  Oct.  18,  1780,  Mr,  Bridge  sold 
one  half  of  it  to  John  Bishop,  April  7, 1783 ;  and  sold  the  other 
balf  to  John  Bishop,  jun.,  April  29, 1784,     John  Bishop  soM 
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the  whole  to  Gershom  Cutter,  who  sold  to  Samuel  Cutteri  • 
who  sold  to  George  T,  Goodwin,  its  present  owner. 

This  mill  has  had  various  fortunes,  and|  by  turns,  has  done 
all  sorts  of  work.  Whether  it  has  been  most  successful  in 
grinding  grain  or  mustard-seeds  or  paints,  or  in  sawing  ma- 
hogany and  turning  wood,  we  know  not. 

May  10,  1766:  It  was  again  suggested  "to  build  a  grist* 
mill  near  the  great  bridge,"     But  it  was  not  done. 

Msiv  1^,  1791 :  The  town  voted  **not  to  allow  any  one  to 
Uuild  a  mill  near  the  great  bridge,'* 

The  mills  of  Bacon  villa  are  mentioned  under  the  head 
of  manufactures.  They  had  at  first  a  checkered  fortune, 
as  devoted  to  clothing  and  fuUingj  as  saw  and  grist  mills,  as 
screw- factory,  foundery,  door  and  ^ash,  leather,  and  snuff  fac- 
tories. To  their  present  owners  they  would  have  been  very 
profitable,  if  frequent  fires  had  not  consumed  them. 

Mills  carried  by  steam -engines  are  now  becoming  com- 
mon ;  and  families  are  supplied  with  meal  by  the  regular 
traders. 

MIDSLBaEX    CANAL. 


This  was  the  first  eanal  in  New  England^  if  not  the  first 
in  the  Xew  World,  which  was  opened  under  a  charter  derived 
from  a  legislature,  with  tolls  regulated  by  law.  The  enter- 
prising citizens  of  Med  ford  were  among  the  first  movers  of 
la  project,  and  the  steadiest  helpers  of  the  work*  It  con- 
ributed  so  much  to  the  wealth  of  our  town,  by  inducing 
ship-huilders  to  settle  and  work  among  us,  that  a  notice  of  it 
belongs  tn  our  records. 

I  find  the  following  statistics  in  an  '*  Historical  Sketch  of 
the  Middlesex  Canal,"  gathered  by  their  faithful  agent,  Caleb 
Eddy,  Esq.,  and  dated  1843  :  — 

"  In  the  month  of  May,  1793,  a  number  of  gentlemen  associated 
*  for  opening  a  canal  from  the  waters  of  the  Merrimaci  by  Concord 
Biver,  or  in  some  other  way,  through  the  waters  of  Mystic  River,  to 
ibe  town  of  Boston/  There  were  present  at  this  meettog  the 
Hon.  James  Sullivan,  Benjamin  Hall,  Willis  Hall,  Ebenezer  Hall, 
Jtmaihan  Porter,  Loam  mi  Baldwin,  Ebenexer  Hall,  jun.,  Andrew 

11,  aad  Samuel  Swan,  E^q. 

"After  organizing,  by  the  choice  of  Benjamin  Hall  as  chairman, 
ad  Samuel  Swan  as  clerk,  ^  the  Hon.  James  Sullivan,  Loammi 
Buldwiiif  and  Captain  Ehene^ser  HalU  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
sitend  the  General  Court,  in  order  to  obtain  an  act  of  incorpora- 
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tioB,  with  guitable  powers  reliitiDg  to  the  premises.*     In  coofordil] 
with  tbifi  vole,  u  pelitiou  was  presented  lo  the  General  Coart, 
a  charter  obtained  (Hiicorponvting  James  Sullivan,  Esq*,  and  olli 
by  the  name  of  the  Proprietor*  of  the  Middlesex  Carial  *),  bej 
date  June  2"2t  1793  ;  and  on  the  same  day  wns  signed  bj  his  ej|. 
lency  John  Hancock,  GoTernor  of  the  Commonwealth* 

**  By  thiB  eh  art  en  the  proprietors  were  authorized  to  lay 
ments,  from  time  to  time,  as  might  be  required  for  liie  coostrui 
of  said  canal.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  after  iW 
choice  of  Jamei  Sullivan  as  moderator^  and  Samuel  Swan  as  clerk, 
the  following  votes  were  passed ;  viz*,  *  That  the  Hon.  James  Sulli- 
van, Hon.  James  Winthrop,  and  Christopher  Gore,  £eq*,  be  a  coto- 
mittee  to  arrange  the  business  of  the  meeting,  which  they  reiwrteil 
in  the  following  order  ;  — 

" '  Voted  that  the  business  of  the  corporation  be  transacted  by  r 
committee,  annually  elected,  consisting  of  thirteen  directors,  who 
shall  choose  their  president  and  vice-president  out  of  their  own 
number. 

"*  Voted  that  the  Hon.  James  Sullivan,  Loammi   Baldwin,  Es 
the  Hon,  Thomas  Rtisseli,  Hon.  James  Winthrop,   Cbris^topUi 
Gore,  Esq*,  Joseph  Barrell,  Esq*,  Andrew  Cragie,  Esq,,  Hon*  J'  * 
Brooks,  Captain  Ebenezer  Hull,  Jonathan  Porter,  Esq,,  Ebene 
Storer,  Esq*,  Caleb   Swan,  and   Samuel  Jaques,  be  directors  for 
pursuing  the  business  of  the  canal  for  the  pi-esent  year.* 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  directors,  Oct.  11,  the  following  vote  was 
passed ;  — 

"  *  Voted  that  the  Hon*  James  Sullivan  be  president ;  Loammi 
Baldwin,  Esq*,  first  vice-president ;  and  Hon.  John  Brooks,  aeooad 
vice-president.* 

**  The  board  of  directors  being  duly  organized,  the  next  deity 
was  to  commence  *  the  necessary  surveys  of  the  most  eligible  routo 
between  Medford  River  and  Chelmsford,  by  the  Concord  River/ 
Here  the  committee  were  met  by  an  almost  insurmountable  diffi- 
culty ;  the  science  of  eivibengineering  was  almost  anknown  to  tay 
one  in  this  part  of  the  country*  They  were,  however,  determin<d 
to  persevere ;  and  appointed  Mr.  Samuel  Thompsonf  of  Wobum, 
who  began  his  work,  and  proceeded  fi-om  Medford  River,  at  a  place 
near  the  location  of  the  present  lock,  and  followed  up  the  river  to 
Mystic  Pond,  through  tbe  pond  and  Symmes^s  River,  to  Horn  Pi 
in  Woburn»  and  through  *^aid  pond  to  the  head  thereof*  Mei 
here  bars  they  could  neither  let  down  nor  remove,  they  wen  I 
to  Richardson's  Mill,  on  Symmes's  River,  and  passed  ap  the  valky, 
through  the  east  part  of  Woburn,  to  Wilmington,  and  found  an  ea^ 
and  very  regular  ascent  until  they  reached  Concord  River ;  a  dii 
tance  travelled  J  a^  the  surveyor  says,  *  from  Medford  Bridge  to  ^ " 
BUlerica  Bridge,  about  twenty  three  miles ;  and  the  ascent  he  foi 
to  be,  from  Medford  Eiver  to  the  Concord,  sixty <eight  and  one 
feet.'    The  actual  elevation,  when  afterwards  surveyed  by  a  p 
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"****  --T^ineer,  was  Tound  to  be  one  hundrfd  tmdfour  feet.     Bj  Lhe 
Mirvey  from   BiUerica  to  Chelmsford*  the  surveyor  JMiy*, 
X  i.r  »uter  weestbiuii*f  m  the  Merrimac  at  i^ixteen  and  one-bulf  fret 
re  that  at  Bilh:rira  Hridse^aiid  the  dbtance  six  indc^/  whLMiJn 

L*t,  the  water  at  Billeriea  Bridge  is  about  ^wi?«/i^-^Vr  feet  alwvr  iKii 

errimac  at  Cbelnii^tardi  This  report  iiihows  one  of  tlu*  iiimiy  ditH- 
3s  the  directors  had  to  contend  with  for  (tie  want  «f  requisite 
tiiic  knowledge. 

"On  the  first  day  of  March,  the  dureetora  passed  n  ^^nte^^  appoint- 
jug  Loam  mi  Baldwin,  Esq*,  to  *  repair  to  Philadelphia,  and  eiv 
dt*avor  to  obtain  Mr.  WestWs  (an  English  engiueer)  a^^ii^tatice 

conducting  the  eanaU  If  be  ran  not  eonie^  thru  that  he  endeavor 
tain  some  other  person  who  (^liall  \m  reeomniended  by  Mr. 
ton;  and  that  ?aid  agent  be  authorized  tu  write  to  Europe  for 
iome  suitable  person  tor  tlie  undertakinj^,  if  nune  can  i>e  found  else* 
wherei^  CoL  Baldwin  made  a4engthy  and  able  report  on  the  twelfth 
4aj  of  May,  1794,  Among  other  thing:!,  be  Buys  lie  hai^  engaged 
Mr-  Weijton  to  make  the  survey  of  the  route  in  tiie  month  of  June, 
and  closes  hia  report  as  follows ;  '  I  consider  lhe  proc*|)eetii  beforis 
us,  in  this  undei' taking,  much  more  flattering  fn  re^peet  to  the  ejte- 
cution  of  the  work,  in  proportion  to  the  extent,  tlian  any  I  have 
«een  in  the  Southern  States,  the  Washington  Canal  exoeptedi' 
About  the  1 5th  of  JuJy,  Mr*  Weston  arrived;  and  a  comralttee, 
c^msisung  of  Loam  mi  Baldwin  and  Samuel  Jaquea,  was  appointed 
*  to  attend  him  during  his  survey  and  observaliona  relating  to  the 
eaneil.*  The  ^survey  was  completed,  and  a  full  report  made  by  Mr, 
Weston,  on  the  second  day  of  August^  1794,  Agents  were  imme- 
dtatety  appointed  to  carry  on  the  w^ork,  to  commence  at  BiUurica 
Mills,  on  Concord  River,  and  first  complete  the  level  to  the  Merri- 
tnae,  at  Nortli  Chelmsford-  The  season  having  go  f^r  advanced, 
but  little  could  be  done  until  the  next  spring,  e:£cept  purchiiAing  ma- 
ter ial^  and  making  contracts  for  future  operations.  The  work  was 
prosecuted  with  great  caution,  from  the  commeneement  to  the  ytir 
1803,  at  which  time  it  was  so  far  completed  as  to  be  nnvtgalde  fhim 
the  Merrimac  to  Charles  River ;  but  delays  and  great  expeujio  wffe 
incurred  for  many  years,  owing  to  imperfectionn  iu  the  hunk»i  nod 
oUter  parts  of  the  work ;  and  about  the  whote  income  wa^i  exuendtd 
in  addilif^nt,  alterations,  and  repairs  ;  and  no  dividend  eon  la  \n^  or 
WAS,  declared  until  Feb,  1,  IHI^  ! 

The  charter  allowed  a.4^ei^mentd  ta  be  laid^  from  time  to  tim*, 
until  the  works  should  be  compteted,  and  all  the  dehtii  of  Ute  r^rpo- 
ration  fully  and  Justly  paid.  One  hundrt^d  aiia€»Hm«ritji  wer^  laid : 
the  ^st  on  the  first  day  of  January^  1704;  tlie  hiit  on  the  lir«t  day 
of  September,  1817 ;  amounting,  witli  tntereal  add«d  to  Ffsb^.  1, 
1819  (the  date  of  0rst  dividend),  U>  fouHun  Aandred  &ndjijijf^^§ 
dalhrt  and  iieeni^^ve  cen£f  on  i^tcb  iliw% ;  making  I  be  whole  i^oal  of 
tlie  Cftaal  </efm  km^ed  andtisip^mtt  thousand  iwQ  kundted  doUarg. 
There  have  been  paid  in  dtvidendi,  Irofn  the  year  161^  to  t be  pretcet 
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year  (1843),  jErf  hundred  and  four  doHctr*  on  eacli  shar^  (avi 

S20.1G  per  annum)  ;  an  intert?fJt  on  the  cost  of  about  one  and  thtrif' 
mne  onf -hundredths  of  one  per  Ct'nt  per  annutn.  From  the  jtU^ 
1819  to  the  timt*  th*.^  Luwell  lt»ilroad  went  into  operation,  iJie 
ceipis  re*riilarly  increased,  so  tbat  the  dividends  arosts  from  t«n 
thirty  dollars  per  share;  and  nodowbt,  in  a  few  years,  without  coi 
petition,  tkej  would  liave  given  a  handsome  interest  on  the  oHgini 
cost.  The  year  tbat  road  wunt  into  full  operation,  the  receipts  i^ 
the  canal  were  reduced  one-ihird:  when  tlie  Kashua  and  Low^' 
Road  went  into  operation,  they  were  reduced  another  third*  Those 
of  the  lust  year  and  the  present  will  not  be  sufficient  to  cover  the 
expenditures  for  repairs  and  current  ejtpen^^es.  The  future  hu 
but  a  gloomy  pro^peet,  For  the  pa^l  twenty  years*  and  during  the 
time  1  have  had  the  manHgement  of  the  canal  1  can  truly  &Sky%  ibe 
directors  have  spared  no  pains  or  expense  in  keeping  it  in  jh  rk- 1 
order  for  u^e ;  and  the  public  have  derived  great  advantage  Urm 
this  water  communication,  in  the  transportation  of  timber  (fonbip- 
building)  and  other  heavy  lumber,  as>  well  aa  wood  and  merchan* 
dise  generally.  The  inventions  and  ingenuity  of  man  are  ever 
onward ;  and  a  new,  cheap,  and  more  expeditious  mode  of  trans- 
portation by  steam-power  hail  been  devised^  which  seems  destined 
to  destroy  l\\i\i  which  was  once  considered  invulnerable.  What  is 
to  be  done?  Improvements  in  mechanics  and  the  arts  will  go  oo, 
while  man  has  mind.  If  the  canal  cannot  put  out  the  fire  of  the 
locomotive,  it  may  be  made  to  stop  the  ravages  of  that  element  lit 
the  city  of  Boston,  should  the  proprietorsj  after  mature  considera- 
tion, deem  it  for  their  interest  so  to  devote  it.  The  canal  waa 
brought  into  existence  by  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  Legislature; 
and  by  their  power  it  has  received  a  hard  blow.  There  is  yet 
vitality ;  and  the  same  power  that  created  and  has  nearly  destroyed 
it  can  resuscitate  and  give  to  it  a  valuable  existence  for  the  futurOi 
I  trust,  upon  a  respectful  and  proper  representatit^n  of  the  condi- 
tion of  your  interests  as  they  exist  at  the  present  time,  and  the  pist 
great  exertions  of  the  proprietors  to  serve  the  public  faithtullyi 
together  with  the  immense  sacrifices  that  have  been  made,  the  Legis- 
lature will  be  disposed  to  view  tlie  case  as  one  of  equity,  and  rea- 
der every  aid  in  their  power  to  preserve  and  make  it  more  valuable 
than  heretofore.  I  know  of  but  one  way  iu  which  the  canal  can  be 
of  much  value  to  the  public,  and  tho:;e  who  now  hold  an  inier«^^ 
therein  ;  viz.,  by  changing  a  part  of  it  Irom  one  public  use  to  anothe^H 
Discontinue  tlje  leveJs  from  the  Cliarles  River  to  Wo  bum  upper 
locks,  and  from  Billerica  Mills  to  the  Merrimac  River;  in  the  whole, 
a  dislaace  of  over  iburteen  miles.  The  remaining  pari,  from  the 
Concord  River  to  Wo  burn  upper  locks,  may  then  be  used  as  aa  | 
aqueduct,  similar  to  those  in  France  and  other  European  eountriQ^H 
FromWoburu,  the  water  may  be  conveyed  in  thirty-inch  iroE  pipeflV 
for  the  supply  of  the  city  of  Boston,  the  towns  of  Charlestown,  and 
East  Cam  bridge/* 
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Tn  another  part  of  the  "  Sketch,"  the  author  thus  touches 
that  vexed  subject^  —  indemnity  for  damages  aiisiisg  from 
const  ruction  of  rival  public  accorara^odation  :  — 

**  The  eons  traction  of  the  Middlesex  Canal  was  a  hcavj  undertake 

to  il^  proprietors.     It  was^  built  in  good  faith,  and  has  ever  been 

Hcted  with  a  strict  regard  to  public  accommodation*     When  the 

ell  Railrt>ad  cliarterwas  petitioned  for,  the  proprietorii  of  the 

aal  respectfully  remonstrated  against  the  grant  ihereof^  unless  it 

bould  contain  a  provision  for  some  reasonable  indemnity  to  them 

the  injury  tbey  were  doomed  to  sustain.     I  would  a^k  if  tbe 

ae   Legislature  did  not  require  that  individuals  wlio  might  sUB^ 

Eln  any  injury  whatever  in  their  properly,  by  reason  of  the  acta 

|d    doings  of  the   railroad  corporation,  should   be  indemnified? 

laying  a  road,  by  virtue  of  law,  on  or  over  a  person's  land,  the 

"  the  land  is  not  taken  from  him  ;  but  be  is  deprived  of  obtain- 

py  income  from  it  while  the  road  is  continued  over  the  same ; 

6e  award  of  the   commisjiioners  being  generally  the  amount,  or 

fly  so,  of  the  property.     On  discontmuinff  tbe  road,  the  property 

to  hfm,  and   he  again   can   derive   an   income^     Now^  by 

ng  the  right  of  constructing  a   railroad  by  the  side  of  the 

[ial,  the  propHeLors  are  deprived  of  the  means  of  an   income, 

rAy  should  they  not  hfwv  ^ome  ree^onabie  remnnentfion  f     They 

tpended  their  money  in  purchasing   lands,  honorably  paying  all 

images,  and  building  the  can  ah     Did  the  lamUiolder  do  more  than 

ay  for  the  property  w*bich  he,  by  the  act,  was  deprived  of  getting 

lis  usual  income  from  ?    Why,  then,  should  there  not  have  been  a 

rovision  in  the  act  for  a  reasonable  indemnity  by  the  railroad  or 

ate  ?    There  were  certainly  as  strong  grounds  for  it  as  there  w^ere 

or  the  State  to  pay  $25,000  as  an  indeinniiy  to  the  proprietors  of 

"be   Charles   River  Bridge.     By  the  grant  of  another  charter,  to 

Qotber  corporation,  to  build  a  new  bridge,  they  virtually  destroyed 

&e  income  from  the  old  one.     The  only  reason  set  forth  for  so 

aing  was  that  of  public  convenience;  exactly  the  $ame  which  was 

ioed  by  the  petitioners  for  the  Lowell  Railroad,  in  asking  for 

ter  for  their  road.     There  is  only  one  ditference  in  the  two 

The  proprietors  of  Charles  River  Bridge  had  received  over 

tid  over  again  the  cost  of  the  bridge,  and  interest  on  the  same; 

rhilst  the  proprietors  of  the  canal  have  received  but  one  and  thiriy- 

ine  hundredths  of  one  per  cenf.  interest  on  the  cost,  —  their  whole 

ipenditure,  by  the  unreasonable  act   of  the  Legislature,  being 

ftow  rendered  of  nominal  or  little  value/' 

In  1851j  it  was  thought  best  by  the  proprietors  "to  sur- 
Buder  the  charter^  wind  up  the  concern,  sell  the  property^ 
id  divide  the  proceeds,"  In  IS52,  it  was  sold  at  auction, 
sections  ;  and  they  who  owned  land  upon  its  borders  were, 
most  casesi  the  purchasers >     The  process  of  filling  it  up 
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commenced  so  soon,  and  has  been  prosecuted  so  diligentfy,  ^ 
all  traces  of  this  full  artery  haye,  in  many  sections,  wluSlj 
disappeared ;  but  we  truly  hope  that  the  solid  stone  faridgi^ 
built  by  the  Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks,  to  span  it,  and  which  Im 
been  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  a  most  picturesque  object  ii 
the  distance,  will  be  allowed  to  remain  in  meiioriafliy— a 
gravestone  to  mark  where  the  highway  of  waters  lies  bnriel 

Two  "  single  locks  "  were  found  necessary  in  Med&rd,' 
one  on  the  north  bank  of  Mystic  River,  almost  contiguous  to 
the  Lowell  Railroad  track,  in  West  Medford  ;  and  the  oCfacr 
near  the  entrance  of  Medford  Turnpike.  This  last  wai  t 
"  side  lock,"  used  for  transferring  ship-timber  from  the  cual 
to  the  river. 

There  were  benefits  and  pleasures  incidental  to  the  cof- 
fent  of  these  waters  through  Medford  which  after-genen- 
tions  must  lose.  Dry  and  sandy  soils,  contiguous  to  the 
canal,  became  signally  fertile  by  its  irrigations  and  filterings ; 
hedges  and  shrubbery  on  its  sides  became  douSly  beandiiiL 
It  furnished  soft  water  to  hundreds  of  families ;  it  tempted 
the  laborer  and  the  boys  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  a  bath ;  it 
invited  the  young  of  both  sexes  to  sit  and  angle  for  perdi 
and  bream  ;  and  it  presented  to  the  skater  the  smoothest  ioe 
between  its  sheltering  banks. 


RETAIL   rUICES   CURRENT   IN    MEDFORD. 

(The  best  of  each  article  is  taken ;  and  the  average  price 
for  the  last  ten  years.) 

Tea  (green),  per  lb $0.60-0.70 

„    (black),        „  0.40-0.45 

Coffee  (Java),     „          0.16 

Sugar  (white),    „          0.09 

„      (brown),  „          0.08 

Molasses,  per  gal 0.37 

Butter,  per  lb 0.25 

Milk,  per  qt 0.05 

Vinegar,  per  gal 0.14 

Salt,  per  bushel OJJO 

Eggs,  per  dozen 0.15 

Flour,  per  barrel 8.00 

Corn  f northern^,  per  bushel 0.85 

„     (southern),       „       0.80 

Rye  (northern),         „       1.00 
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»rthem),  per  bushel ' .    .     .    $0.50 

jrlb 0.05 

s,  per  bushel 0.40-0.50 

,         „         0.80 

0.75 

0.50 

per  barrel 2.00 

srlb 0.10-0.20 

0.10 


w 

n 0.10 

, 0.10 


^'.    \    '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.    \    .  0.12 

18,  per  lb 0.12 

„ 0.16 

oft),  per  barrel 4.00 

•ar),  perlb 0.08 

r  cwt 6.00 

„        10.00-12.00 

.ther,  per  lb 0.25 

hay,  per  ton 20.00 

oak),  per  cord 8.00 

pine),     „         5.00 

il,  perbflsket 0.83 

dte  coal,  per  ton 7.00 


CHAPTER    XI. 


CURRENCY. 

erstand  the  currency  used  by  our  Medford  ancestors, 
nderstand  much  of  their  habits  and  customs ;  for  the 
IS  of  exchange  and  barter,  whatever  they  be,  exert  a 
.  influence  over  the  labors,  wishes,  and  attachments  of 
Whatever  has  been  prescribed  by  legislative  autho- 
adopted  by  general  usage,  as  a  medium  of  exchange, 
denominated  currency.  The  substances  adopted  as  a 
d  of  value  have  been  very  various  in  different  ages  • 
imtries.  In  ancient  times,  in  Italy  and  Greece,  the 
d  was  caitUy  sometimes  leather ;  in  Europe,  a  silver 
m  bars,  tin  plates ;  in  India,  sheUs ;  in  Africa,  bricks 
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and  htadi ;  in  Mexicoj  rnai^e  and  coc&a ;  in  the  Wett  Isdjei, 
iugar ;  in  Newfoundland,  efmr^  cod;  in  Virginia,  (otd^icd,* 
and,  among  the  Indians,  wampum. 

In  this  last  article,  and  in  peltry,  our  ancestors  traded  mneli 
with  the  aboriginal  inhabitants.     Wampum  was  a  belt  fonsed 
of  shells,  black  and  white.     **  The  white,"  says  Roger  Wil* 
liaras,  *' were  made  of  the  stoclc,  or  stem,  of  the  periwinkle, 
when  all  the  shell  is  broken  off;  and>  of  this  sort,  six  of  ' 
•mall  beads,  which  they  make  with  holes  to   string   : 
bracelets,  are  current  with  the  English  for  a  penny.     Tbe 
second  is  black,  inclininj^  to  blue,  which  is  made  of  the  shell 
of  a  fish,  which  some  English  call  hens-poquuhock  ;  and,  of 
this  sort,  three  make  an  English  penny.    .One  fathom  of  1    " 
their  stringed  money,  is  worth  five  shillings." 

To  show  how  this  shell-turrency  of  the  natives  was 
pared  for  ready  exchange,  we  quote  the  law  of  OcL 
1648:  — 

"  It  is  ordered,  for  trial  till  the  next  courts  that  all  passable  qt  paj* 
able  peage  hen  tie  forth  shall  be  entire,  witVioui  breachts,  both  tlie 
^hite  and  black,  without  deforming  spots,  guilabljf  ^truDg  iQ  eigllt 
known  parcels,  —  one  penny,  tlireepence,  twelveptuce^  five  *bil- 
lingg,  ID  white ;  twopence,  sixpence,  two  shillings  and  sixpence, 
and  ten  shillingSi  in  black."  ^m 

Medford  paid  its  share  towards  the  support  of  Rev.  Messi?^ 
Patricke  and  Underbill ;  and,  Sept.  T,  1630,  "  it  is  ordered 
that  Mr.  Patricke  and  Mr,  tJnderhill  shijl  have  allowed  theni, 
for  half  a  year's  provision,  two  hogsheads  of  meal,  foar 
bushels  of  malt^  ten  pounds  of  powder,  and  lead  to  make 
shot  I  also  house-room  provided  for  them,  and  fifteen  pounds 
twelve  shillings  in  money  to  make  other  pro^-ision  from  the 
time  they  begin  to  keep  house.*'  These  records  show  how 
the  Pilgrims  managed  their  currency ;  — 

*^  Sir  Riohard  Salton stall  is  fined  four  bu&hels  of  malt,  for  bis 

absenqe  from  oourt" 

''  Mr.  Bitbert  Saltonstall  is  Bned  five  shilUngs,  for  pr0««cil«ig  iiii 
petition  on  so  small  and  bad  a  piece  of  paper*'" 

<*  ChickataubgLt  ia  fined  a  ekii  of  a  bcaYert  for  shooting  &  awin^ 
Sir  BIcbard  SaltonstalL" 

Silver  wai  e^tcecdingly  scarce  at  tho  time  Medfoanl 
t^ttl^  I  hencQ  the  necessity  of  adopting  some  other  stand 
of  talue*     AH  accoujoita  were  kept  in  tho  pounds^  sMUiiigft, 
pmrn,  and  ^rthinga  of  the  mother  country*     Far  more  than 
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a  century,  the  Iaw  of  OcL  18,  1031,  was  in  active  6peift- 
here.     That  law  was  as  follows  ;  -^ 


**  It  IS  ordered  that « 


ehall 


for 


of  all  debts,  at 


payment 
money  or  beairer  be  expressly 

OcL  S,  1 S33  i  *'  It  is  agreed  that  the  heat  sort  of  laboreri  shall  not 
take  above  eighteen-pence  a  day,  if  they  diet  therajjelves;  and  not 
above  eight  fienoe  a  day,  iflhey  have  dfet  fbtmd  them.  Further, 
it  \s  ordered  ih\\%  all  workmen  shall  wort  the  whole  day,  allowing 
convenient  time  for  food  aod  rest-" 

•  Nov.  8 J  \^Mi  **  Orderud  that  no  persona  shall  sell  to  any  of  the 
inhabitimts  within  this  jurisdiction  any  provision^  clothing,  tools,  or 
other  commodities,  above  rhe  rate  of  fourpence  in  a  ahiiling  more 
than  the  same  cost,  or  might  be  bought  for  ready  moneyj  m  Eng- 
land,'* 

SSept.  3,  1634:*^  No  perison  that  keeps  an  ordinary  shall  take 
above  sixpeoee  a  meal  for  a  per!K)n  ;  and  tK>t  above  one  penny  fer 
AQ  ale-quart  of  b*^er,  out  of  meal-lime/' 

Mat  eh  1,  1 635 :  "  Urdered  that  musket-bullets,  of  a  full  bore^ 
shall  pas*  currently  for  a  furtlnng  apiece,  provided  that  no  man  be 
corapelkd  to  take  above  twelvepence  at  a  time  of  them." 

feThe  legal  premium  allowed  for  the  loan  of  currency  wm 
ht  per  cent,  and  so  continued  for  a  short  time  after  the 
ond  charter.     Thesie  lacts  and  laws  reveal  to  us  the  eTery- 
r  calculations,  and  many  of  the  social  habits,  of  our  Medford 
anceBtord  i   and,  in   the  absence  of  town-records^  stTve  as 
j^uthentic  data  from  which  we  can  write  the  history  of  their 
jKares  and  labors,  their  sacrifices  and  prosj>erity.     They  found 
~it  diiBcult  to  pay  the  w^agcs  of  their  workmen  and  servants* 
E?en  such  men  as  Governor  Wiuthrop  were  hard  pressed 
in  thii  way*     He  illustrates  the  severities  of  the  common  lot 
ill  these  words  :  — 

**  I  may  report  a  passage  between  one  Rowley  and  his  servant. 
The  master,  being  forced  to  sell  a  pair  of  bis  oxen  to  pay  his  sef- 
vant  his  wages,  told  Ins  servant  he  could  keep  him  no  longer,  not 
knowing  bow  to  pay  him  next  yean  The  servant  answered  liitii^ 
he  cnuld  serve  him  for  more  of  bis  cattle*  But  what  shall  I  d<> 
i(#aitlj  the  master)  when  all  my  cattle  are  gone?  The  Aervant 
ephed^  *  You  shall  then  serve  me ;  and  so  you  may  have  your  oattle 


It  was  natural  enough  that  such  extremitiet  as  these  should 
awaken  the  public  mind  to  some  modes  of  permaneBt  relief; 
and  they  did  suggest  the  establishment  of  a  mint  at  Boston, 
"tay  31, 1652 1  The  General  Court  ordered,  that,  '*from  and 
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after  the  1st  of  September  next,  aBd  no  longer,  the  ifii 
hereafter  appointed  and  expressed  shall  be  the  cuiretit  mmBj 
of  this  Commonwealth,  and  no  other,  unless  English  ( 
the    receivers    consent   thereunto)."     Thus    165£    saw  oi 
fathers  coining  money  withmit  the  comeni  of  the   Icmgj  to 
whom  alone  belonged  the  constitutional  idght  of  so  doingi 

The  building  erected  for  the  mint  was  sixteen  feet  square 
and  ten  feet  high,  8uch  an  edifice  *Surely  could  not  desore 
the  sneer  of  that  adage,  **  Twelve  pence  laid  out  on  the  puim, 
and  only  six  in  it-" 

One  effect  of  introducing  a  Kew- En  gland  coinage  was  to 
change  the  custom  of  computing  in  Old-England  currency  j 
for,  in  the  I^ondou  market,  the  American  coin  sank  at  a  rate 
of  one -quarter  below  theirs. 

The  device  on  the  die  was  as  follows:  "A* double  ring  on 
either  side,  with  this  inscription,  Massachusetts,  and  a  tree  la 
the  centre,  on  the  one  side  ;  and  New  England,  and  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  on  the  other  side  "  This  was  called  the  "  pine- 
tree  currency  ; "  and  it  was  in  use  for  more  than  a  hundred 
years.  The  pine-tree  was  a  favorite  emblem  with  our 
fathers.  It  expressed  to  them  something  un-English,  ^d 
something  durable.  When  independence  wa^  deckred, 
Massachusetts  (April  11,  1776)  put  it  on  her  State  flag,  mi 
fought  the  battle  of  Bunker  Ilill  under  its  ancestral  enco' 
ragements*     It  gave  place  only  to  the  thirteen  stripes- 

When  Thomas  Temple,  Esq,,  went  to  London,  in  Mi 
1662,  and  was  introduced  to  the  king,  he  presented 
majesty  with  specimens  of  our  coins.  Seeing  a  tree  on  oae 
of  them,  Charles  inquiied,  "  What  sort  of  a  tree  is  that  ?  "  Mr. 
Temple  immediately  replied,  "It  is  the  royal  oak,  which 
preserved  your  majesty's  life/*  The  answer  conciliated  the 
unbotanical  king,  and  induced  him  to  grant  Mr.  Temple  what 
he  asked. 

The  mint  was  suppressed  by  James  IL ;  and  therenpon, 
in  1686,  our  Massachusetts  patriots  began  to  move  m  the 
e^tablishment  of  a  bank ;  and,  on  Sept.  18  of  that  year, 
President  Dudley  and  council  granted  liberty  to  ceftab 
directors  "to  issue  bills,  on  security  of  real  and  pergonal 
estate.*'  These  continued  but  three  years.  Dec.  10,  16 
the  General  Court  established  a  provincial  bank,  and  iii 
paper-money  to  the  amount  of  seven  thousand  pounds,  in 

from  five  shillings  to  five  pounds.     This  paper-currency     

tinued  in  use  till  IT50.     These  paper-bills,  soon  after  their 
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iflue,  fell  in  value  at  least  one-tliircl-     The  govemTnent  tried 
remedy  tlxis  evil  by  allowing  five  per  cent  advance  on  the 
&cie    and    par   value  of  the  bills   in  all  public  payments. 
riiis  restored  them  to  par  for  abotit  twenty  years*     They 
were  called  *^old  charter  bills,"     .Time  8,  1693,  the  General 
Kourt  changed  the  rate  of  interest  from  eight  per  cent  to 

So  common  had  become  the  vicious  habit  of  clipping  gold 
d  silver  money,  that  the  government  issued  a  proclamation, 
arch  S,  1705,  **  that  no  money  shall  pase  by  tale  but  whiit 
of  due  weight,"  Almost  every  Aimily  had  a  pair  of  scales 
weigh  the  gold  and  silver  they  took. 
The  two  crusades  against  Canada^  about  this  time,  forced 
he  colonies  to  issue  "  bills  of  credit,"  to  pay  the  soldierSp 
These  lost  credit,  and  somewhat  depreciated  ;  and  here  was 
another  embarrassment  suffered  by  our  fathei-s.  December, 
1724,  Judge  Sew  all  says,  **  The  dim^inution  of  the  value  of 
the  bills  of  public  credit  is  the  cause  of  much  oppression  In  the 
Province*"  Culdeit  says  (1728),  "  Our  paper-currency  has 
gradually  lost  its  credit,  so  as  at  present  sixteen  shillings  is  but 
eufiieient  to  purchase  an  ounce  of  siWen"  Governor  Belcher 
Kays  (1733),  **  Sixteen  shillings  in  these  bills  will  not  pur- 
chase five  shillings  lawful  money." 

Lawful  money^  as  distinguished  from  old  tenor,  is  first 
mentioned  in  the  Mcdford  records.  May  17,  1750*  The 
H^owti  voted,  May  21,  1751,  to  give  Mr,  Turell,  as  salary  for 
llhat  year,  £7S.  6j.  8rf,  (lawful  money )»  which  was  equal  to 
■jE550  (old  tenor).  In  1754,  voted  to  give  him  .£80  (lawful 
■in oney  ),  which  was  equal  to  £600  (old  tenor). 
m  In  1761,  £10  were  equal  to  £15  old  tenor,  £24  to  £180, 
and  £80  to  £600. 

It  is  not  easy  J  in  our  day  of  plenty  and  power,  to  estimate 
those  perplexities  and  fears  of  our  fathers  which  came  from 
an  empty  treasury,  a  defenceless  country*  and  an  embarrassed 
trade*  To  show  how  very  slowly  they  must  have  gathered 
money,  "we  give  a  table  of  prices  of  such  productions  as  were 

fctakeQ  for  rates  at  the  treasury.  Good  merchantable  beef, 
£S  a  barrel ;  do»  pork,  £&*  10*. ;  winter  wheat,  8*» ;  summer^ 
7*. ;  barley,  6*. ;  rye,  6*. ;  Indian  corn,  4*. ;  oats,  S*.  6rf.  a 
btt^help  Flax,  li,  4d, ;  hemp,  9d,  ;  beeswax,  2s.  6rf.  a  pound. 
Peas,  clear  of  bugs,  9*.  a  busheL  Sweet  firkin  butter,  12rf. 
a  iK>und.  Merchantable  drj'  codfish,  £1*  10«,  a  quintal 
Mackerel,  £1.  10«* ;  oil,  £^.  10*.  a  barrel.      Whalebone^  rix 
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iNt  Iimg  and  apward,  ^,  M, ;  bayberrj-wax,  Ii.  4^.  m  poni^ 
Tuipentinct  Ml  bound,  1*5#. ;  merchantable  bar-iroiip  48f.; 
ea^-iroti  pod  and  kettles,  4Sf.  a  hundred.  Well-cured  to* 
baeeo,  4d, ;  good  tried  talloir^  SdL  a  poimd. 

We  can  but  fai]iil¥  commre  the  embarfaasments  yfUdk 
onr  ancestors  here  must  hare  eneonmered  from  thm  flnctial^ 
ing  prices  of  their  products  ;  especiallj^  when,  as  in  1744^ 
there  were  drcnlating  in  ^^lossichuaetts  pablio  bOls  of  finir 
provin^^f  it  £0t.  for  an  ounce  of  silrer.  New  toioi 
Massachusetts  at  6#*  S<f.,  but  current  at  9it.  Sd,  oz,  of  sil 
Connecticut  new  tenor  at  S§*,  and  Bhode  Island  now 
at  6i.  0«f.  Our  fathers,  under  these  eueumataiiGes,  must 
been  good  mathematiciaiis  to  have  mndetstood  this 
chembtrr  of  trade* 

July  SO,  1781 :  Medford  roted  «to  raise  £100  tn  ^i 
in  lieu  of  the  £400  raised  on  the  29th  of  June  Ust/'     T 
would  seem  to  imply  that  £100  specie  was  worth  £400 
New-Eoglaml   money.      Aug.  SO,   1781 :  **  Voted  to 
£4oO  hard  monetf^  instead  of  the  £1,300  paper  mant^^  ti 
in  May  l^t'* 

It  is  not  necessary  to  trace  further  the  currency  of 
Provincej  or  to  show  the  eflects  of  the  issue  of  "  contineni 
money, "  or  the  **  sword-in-haud  "  money,  of  1775,  or  the  inflU' 
ence  of  the  Stamp  Act,  and  the  subsequent  oppressions  of  the 
crown  upon  the  trade,  comfort,  or  hopes  of  our  fathers.  The 
currency  of  the  country,  from  its  settlement  to  the  present 
time,  pertains  as  much  to  the  town  of  Medford  as  to  any  other 
town.  It  makes  part  and  parcel  of  its  history.  It  influenced 
every  family's  labor,  and  shaped  the  town*s  laws.  May  1*, 
1791,  the  town  voted  to  sell  the  "  old  continental  money** 
then  in  the  treasury  for  the  most  they  could  get  for  it  We 
hare  given  these  details,  that  our  readers  may  see  how  the 
fathers  and  mothers,  the  brothers  and  sisters,  of  the  ol 
time  were  obliged  to  think,  calculate,  and  act,  in  their  pec 
niary  intercourse  with  their  neighbors  and  public  fimctioi 
aries.  Trading  and  shopping  then  were  very  different  o 
rations  from  ivhat  tliey  are  now*  The  M*ord  pay  wa*  used  to 
denote  whatever  was  employed  as  currency  or  medium  of 
exchange*  ^Suppose  a  farmer  went  to  buy  a  pair  of  oxen,  how 
would  the  colloquy  proceed  ?  Somewhat  thus :  —  Neigh* 
A, :  *'  I  want  to  buy  your  two-year-old  steers  i  what  do  i 
ask  for  them  ?  "  "1  will  sell ;  but  what*s  your  pay  7 
(swer :  **  Flnx  at  It.  4rf.,  butter  at  ISrf,,  winter  wlieat  at  8*,^ 
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ad  the  rest  in  paper  at  17i,  per  ounce  of  silver."  This  is 
^tis factory ;  and  so  they  trade.  A  dialos^pe  between  two 
acrchants,  in  the  purchase  of  a  shipj  would  be  eomething 
ike  this  :  —  Mr*  S. ;  '*  What  will  you  take  for  your  bark  '  Co- 
itnbus  '?"  Mr.  T, :  **  You  know  that  depends  on  the  |?«y/' 
S» :  "  My  pay  isj  double-Johns  at  £4*  16#.,  tnoidorea  at 
,  pistoles  at  22m,  f  the  rest  in  old-tenor  bills  at  the  rate 
'45**  for  6*,  of  specie,  and  middle  tenors  at  11*.  3rf,  for  6*/' 
ir.  T, :  "  Well,  that's  all  right  ;  and  you  may  have  her 
ar  £237j  —  pay  down,"  So  the  bargain  closes.  When  a 
^j  went  to  buy  a  penknife,  whose  cash  price  wjis  Tirf.,  the 
allowing  eonversation  ensued :  —  Boy  :  *"  I  want  a  good  pen- 
ifcj  sir."  Shopkeeper :  '*  Is  your  pay  ready  ?  ''  **  Yes, 
sir."  **  What  is  it  ?  "  "  It's  pay.'^  "  Well,  then,  the  price 
is  £4d/*  The  boy  then  asks,  **  What  will  it  be  in  pa^  as 
money?*'  Answer:  *' 16rf.''  ^*  What  wiU  it  be  in  hard 
money  ?  "  **  12d"  If  a  young  lady  went  to  purchapse  a  dress* 
and,  having  looked  and  chosen,  she  asked  the  price,  she  waa 
answered  by  the  usual  question,  "  What's  your  pay  I  "  She 
answers  :  '*  Part  in  pillar-pieces  at  6*.  each,  part  in  '  pieces-of- 
eight '  at  4i,  6ci.,  and  the  rest  in  cobb  money  at  6s,  8rf.  ounce*" 
These  were  every-day  occurrences,  "WTiat  would  the  farm- 
mers  and  merchants^  the  boys  and  girls,  of  our  day  think,  if 
they  could  not  make  a  purchase  without  all  this  bewildering 
mixtnre  of  prices  ? 

When  dollars  came  into  common  use,  all  calculations  wero 
simplified.  The  sign  (J)  used  to  express  dollars  was  com* 
posed  of  two  letters,  U.  S.,  signifying  United  StaUi,  The 
S  was  first  written ;  and  then  over  its  face  the  U  was  drawn, 
thus  Q.  Our  present  currency  consists  of  paper-bills  of 
$1,000,  500,  100,  50,  20,  10,  5,  3,  2,  L  Gold,  $40,  £0,  10, 
5,  3,  ^J,  1*  Silver,  $1,  50c.,  ^,  10,  5,  8.  Copper,  one  cent. 
We  tok©  leave  of  the  currency  of  our  ancestors  which 
prevailed  in  Medford,  and  which  has  taught  us  so  much 
about  them,  with  a  few  lines,  in  which  some  unknown  disciple 
of  ThaUa  has  uttered  his  financial  joy  (1750) :  — 

**  And  now,  Old  Tcoor,  ftire  you  weU  ; 
No  more  such  tattered  mga  we'll  tell. 
Now  dollars  pass  I  and  ore  mad(^  free ; 
It  i*  »  ^ear  ofjubileev 
Let  iui|  therefore*  good  liijisbaiids  lie  i 
And  good  old  times  we  0000  itudl  «ee." 
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The  first  inliabitaiitd  of  Medford,  bringmg  with  them  tk 
camman  usage  of  England  with  respect  to  poll  and  propel^ 
taxatton,  adopted  the  rules  which  they  had  followed  m  thetr 
natiire  country^  The  records  of  our  Colonial  General  Coorti^ 
under  Goremor  Endieottj  before  the  amval  of  GoTemor 
Wiathrop,  are  lost,  and  therefore  the  rates  of  taxation  tnm 
1628  to  1633  canaot  be  ascertained ;  yet  they  may  be  pre- 
sumed from  the  subsequent  rates  which  were  sooii  aAer 
established  with  respect  to  church  and  state  expenses,  Tbe 
first  rule  enacted  by  the  Legislature  was  in  1640,  This  wm 
twenty ^peiice  a  poll,  and  one  penny  on  a  pound,  for  the  St^te* 
Sterling  was  the  currency  till  1652,  when  the  '^pine-tree* 
coin,  called  New  England  currenctff  was  introduced.  Tlk 
new  coin  was  six  shillings  and  eightpence  less  than  the 
English  pound  sterlings  and  was  so  made  to  keep  it  in  the 
country. 

The  earliest  payments  were  made  in  money  ;  but  aiUr^ 
wards  the  Province  agreed  to  take  beaver,  grain,  pease,  caltle, 
fish,  lumber,  &c.  This  was  called  country  pay,  and  idio 
called  jpecte :  this  last  word  retained  its  early  meanti^  till 
within  seventy  or  eighty  years  of  our  time.  After  the  **  Pio* 
vince  bills  of  credit"  were  introduced,  country  pay  &f 
Profince  taxes  ceased  in  1694. 

As  Charles  I.,  by  his  charter  of  March  4,  1629,  raleaBed 
the  Pilgrims  from  **  all  taxes,  subsidies,  and  customs,  in  New 
England^"  our  fathers  bad  no  taxes  but  what  were  necessary 
in  their  own  borders. 

To  show  how  taxes  were  assessed  at  our  earliest  histoq^ 
the  following  specimens  may  stiffice.  ^H 

At  the  first   Court  of  Assistants,  under  Winthrop,  ^* 
Charlestown,  SepL  £8,  1630,  the  following  was  passed:  — 

**  It  is  ordered  tbat  there  shall  be  collected  und  levied  by  distress, 
out  of  tbe  several  plaatations,  for  the  muintenance  of  Mr.  Patricke 
ond  Mr.  VnderhLU,  tbe  sum  of  Mif  pounds  ;  vk.,  out  of  CharllQCv 
seven  pouads;  Boston,  eleven  pounda  i  Dorchester,  seven  poin&ds; 
Rocksbury,  five  pounds;  Watertown,  eleven  pounds;  Meadfonl* 
three  pounds;  Salem,  three  pounds;  Wessaguscus,  two  poimdi; 
Nontascett,  one  pound.^' 

Thia  tax  was  paid  for  instructing  the  colonists  in  militafy 
tactics ;  an  art  quite  necessary  for  self  defence  against  unknoim 
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idian  txibes.     In  Nov*  30,  1630,  the  same  court  levied  a 
.tax  of  sixty  pounds,  to  pay  the  two  public  preachers^  Rev, ' 
"  &orTge  Phillips  and  Rev,  John  Wilson ;  and  the  places  and 
mms  were  as  follow :  "  Boston,  twenty  pounds ;  Charlton, 

BO  pounds ;  Rocksbury,  six  pounds ;  Meadford,  three  pounds  i 

"Hnnett-semett^  one  pound*" 
Feb.  Sj  1632^  the  same  court  levied  a  tax  of  sixty  pounds, 
make  a  palisade  for  the  defence  of  Newton,  that  town 

iving  been  chosen  as  the  seat  of  government.  To  this 
tax,  twelve  towna  contributed  \  and  Meadford  paid  three 
pounds. 

In  March  4,  16S8|  another  levy  was  made  to  pay  military 
teachers  ;  and  here  Meadford  again  paid  three  pounds.  Thus 
oar  town  seems  to  have  taken  its  place  with  contlguoua  plan- 
tations in  bearing  its  proportion  of  the  public  b^urdens.  The 
levy,  in  each  place,  was  made  by  the  officers  of  said  planta- 
tion or  town  \  and  the  following  order,  from  the  general 
goTDmment,  attests  to  the  ideas  of  right  universally  exist- 
ing:— 

**  1634,  May  14 ;  It  is  further  ordered,  that,  in  all  mtea  and  pub- 
lic charges,  the  towns  shall  have  respect  to  Iti^  every  man 
acoordiog  to  his  estate,  aiad  with  consideration  of  4*1*  other  his  abili- 
ties whatsoever,  aud  not  according  to  the  nirmhef  of  his  persons  ** 
[or  the  individuals  of  his  family], 

"  163G,  March  S:  For  explanation  of  an  order  made  at  the  Gene- 
ral Courtj  in  May,  1634,  it  is  ordered,  that  hereafter  all  men 
shall  be  rated,  in  all  rates,  for  their  whole  ability,  ttheresoever  it 

In  a  general  levy  of  ^600,  in  16S4,  Meadford  paid  £^6  ; 
Charlestown,  £45.  In  16S5,  in  a  levy  of  MW,  Meadford 
paid  £10,  and  Charlestown  ilf>.  Keeping  about  these  pro- 
portions, Medford  paid  its  slmre  as  follows  ;  In  1635,  £19, 
15f. ;  m  1636,  £15 ;  in  1637,  £49.  Ig*. ;  in  1638,  £59,  5*. 
8rf. ;  in  1639,  *40,  and  '41,  no  record  of  tax ;  in  1642,  £10; 
in  1643,  £7. 
I     Winthrop  tella  us,  that,  — 

"Of  a  tax  of  £1^500,  levied  by  the  General  Court  in  1637, the 
proportion  paid  by  Medford  was  £52,  10*.;  by  Boston,  £233.  10m 
Ipswich,  £180;  Sabm,  £170.  10*,;  Dorchester,  £110;  Charlee- 
Q,  £138;  Roxhiry,  £115;  Watertown,  £110;  Newton,  £106; 
Liynn,  £105/' 

Mr.  SaTage  says  of  this  time  ( 16S7),  "  Property  and  num* 
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bers,  in  a  very  shoit  period,  appear  to  have  been  very  ua- 
equally  distributed  between  ^ledford  and  Marblehead*** 

The  diversity  in  the  several  years  was  owing  to  accidental 
occurrences,  such  as  supporting  the  cx|>editioii  against  ihc 
Pequods;  also  for  service -money,  to  prevent  the  effort  in 
England  to  withdraw  the  chaiter  of  Massachusetts,  and  to 
liquidate  charges  in  London. 

The  rates  and  prices  were  distinguished  m  follow :  — 

^  It  ia  ordered,  that,  in  payment^  silver  plate  i^Uall  pass  at  ^u 
shillingH  the  ounce ;  good  old  Indian  corn^  growing  here,  being  ckam 
and  mercban table,  at  five  shillings  the  busliel ;  summer  wb^t,  ai, 
seven  shillings  the  bushel ;  rye^  at  eix  shillings  and  eight  pence 
bushel ;  and,  for  horses,  mares,  cows,  goatj^,  and  hogs,  there  is 
committee  ap|iointed  to  value  them  under  their  worth,  rather  tb»i 
above  their  worth/' 

At  this  time  ( 1644),  Medford  began  to  pay  its  tax  to  Har- 
yard  College.  Each  family  was  required  to  send  one  peel 
of  corn  annually,  for  the  support  of  poor  students. 

Until  l&Kj,  the  poll-tax  of  each  man  in  Medford  waa  oj 
shilling  and  taghtpence.     On  real  estate^  one  penny  on  the 
pound* 

The  above  diita  *how  how  heavily  or  lightly  Medford  was 
taxed  during  tlie  Erst  ten  years  of  its  histoiy.     The  gr; 
land  made,  in  1634,  by  the  General  Court/to  Rev.  Mr, 
son,  of  Boston,  Mathew  Cradock,  Esq.,  of  London,  and 
J,  Nowell,  were  exempted  from  taxation  ;  and,  as  some 
them  laid  within  the  limits  of  Medford,  it  made  this  town 
exception.     In  the  records  of  the  General  Court,  April  il 
16'!  I,  we  find  the  following  :  — 

**  It  is  ordei-ed,  that  all  farms  that  are  vrithin  tlie  bounds  of  any 
town  shall  be  of  the  town  io  whit!h  ihey  lye,  except  Mtudfc 

'^Me*ullbrd  declared  apt^cidiar  town,  Oct.  15,  1684." 


earn 

M 

baJH 

I 


ts  d| 


While  it  was  right  in  the  General  Court  to  make  gifti 
land,  tax-free^  to  such  distinguished  benefactors  of  the  Pro- 
vince, it  deprived  Medford  of  so  much  annual  income  as  eaid 
districts  would  have  paid.  No  complaint  was  made  on  this 
account ;  and  our  fathers  struggled  through  nobly,  notwitJi- 
standing  their  small  means,,  and  yet  smaller  numbers.  The 
above  record  of  taxes  tells  a  tale  of  deep  inissrest-  We  can  see 
how  a  handful  of  first  settlers,  in  a  wilderness  district,  who 
could  only  pay  tluee  pounds  towards  a  proviiicial  tax,  must 
li^a  from  year  to  year.     Fed  by  what  they  could  raise  from 
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their  own  lands^  and  clothed  by  what  they  could  weaye  in  their 
own  looms,  their  cares  must  have  been  uniform,  pressing, 
and  material.  Bound  together  in  a  common  lot  and  a  com- 
mon danger,  they  must  have  been  well  acquainted  with  each 
other,  and  must  have  passed  much  time  in  friendly  consulta- 
tion for  the  common  good.  With  these  elements  before  us, 
it  will  be  easy  for  every  one  to  imagine  what  our  earliest  set- 
tlers could  not  do,  and  what  they  could ;  and  thus  see  their 
habits,  actions,  and  hopes. 

After  these  inferences  from  the  taxes  of  Medford,  during 
the  first  ten  years  of  its  hijstory,'we  can  proceed  to  gauge  its 
growth  in  succeeding  years  by  the  same  media. 

''At  a  Court  of  Elections  at  Boston  the  14th  of  the 
third  month,  1645,  the  levy  upon  the  towns  of  the  Province 
was  £616.  15*. ;  and  Medford's  amount  was  X7." 

There  were  three  kinds  of  taxes,  —  province,  county,  and 
town.  The  first  tax-bills  of  Massachusetts  Colony,. which 
were  made  out  by  counties,  began  October,  1659 ;  and,  in 
these,  the  tax  of  "  Meadford  "  was  far  lower  than  that  of  any 
adjoining  town. 

In  1657, '"  Meadford "  was  taxed  as  one  of  the  towns  of 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  in  a  county  levy,  £S.  6a.  lid. ;  in 
1668,  £3.  35.  Id. ;  in  1663,  £4.  45.  6d. ;  in  1670,  £4.  12a.  ; 
in  1674,  £4.  3a.  lOd. ;  in  1676,  £4.  la.  lOrf.  During  these 
years,  Cambridge  was  paying  £40 ;  Wobum,  £25  ;  Maiden, 
£16  ;  and  Charlestown,  £60.  A  county-tax  of  £1.  13a.  9d., 
levied  on  Meadford,  Jan.  17,  1684,  was  paid  by  the  inhabi- 
tants as  follows :  — 


Capt  Jonathan  Wade 

£ 

0 

s.      d. 

6    4 

John  Bradshor     . 

£ 

.    0 

0 

d. 
8 

Capt  Nathaniel  Wade 

0 

4    3 

Jonathan  Tufts     . 

.    0 

0  10 

John  Hall   .... 

0 

3    3 

Daniel  Woodward 

.    0 

0 

8 

Caleb  Brooks  . 

0 

1  11 

Andrew  Mitchell 

.    0 

0 

8 

Thomas  Willis 

0 

3     7 

Roger  Scott     .     . 

.    0 

0 

7 

Stephen  Willis 

0 

1  10 

Edward  Walker  . 

.    0 

0 

8 

Peter  Tufts,  jun. 

0 

3    4 

Jacob  Chamberlain 

.    0 

0 

8 

Stephen  Francis 

0 
0 

1  10 
1     7 

Joseph  Baker  .     . 

.    0 

0 

8 

John  Whitmore    , 

Gershom  Swan    . 

0 

1     5 

£1 

15 

8 

Isaac  Fox  .    .    . 

0 

0  11 

The  excess  raised  in  this  tax,  over  the  sum  required,  was 
to  pay  the  collector. 

The  valuation  of  live-stock,  for  rates  in  Medford,  at  this 
time,  were  the  following :  Oxen,  fovir  years  and  upwards,  in 
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16T7,  X3  ;  in  1687,  £5,  Horses,  three  years  and  upwarii, 
ia  1677,  £3  ;  in  16S7,  £5.  Ckiws  and  balls,  four  ycar»  old, 
in  167T,  £3;  in  1687 »  £3,  Sheep,  above  one  year  old,  in 
1677,  5f,  each ;  in  1687 »  Si.  Swine,  above  one  year,  ia 
1677,  lOf.;  inl6ST,  £1. 

The  first  session  of  the  General  Court,  nnder  the  J 
charter,  began  Jane  8,  1692  ;  and  they  Toted  that  10#.  a  [ 
and  on e-q^u after  part  of  the  annual  income  <m  all  real 
personal  estate  in  the  Province,  be  assessed.  These  tixes, 
assessed  apon  the  Province  by  the  House  of  Represenf  ' 
from  1692  to  1702,  averaged  £11,000  per  annum*  Or  ...- 
sum,  Medford  paid,  in  1693,  £32.  18#. ;  in  1696,  £42;  ia 
1698,  £20;  in  1702,  £10.  Is. ;  whUe  Maiden  paid,  in  the 
fiame  years,  £121,  £90,  £45,  and  £48.  Wobnm  pii 
£181,  £144,  £75,  and  £85.  Cambridge  paid  £21" 
£189,  £102,  and£lD2. 

To  show  a  town -tax  at  this  period,  and  also  the  nainf 
most  frequently  occurring  in  the  town's  records,  we  here  li 
sert  **a  rate  made  by  the  selectmen.  May  16, 1701,  for  defra| 
ing  toT*Ti -charges  j  namely,  for  the  deputy,  and  I  he  laying  ij 
of  ammunition ;  and  for  fetclnng  and  carrying  Mr.  Wo 
bridge,  and  the  entertaining  of  him." 

Jacob  Shepherd  .  *  0  15 
Nathaniel  Peireo  *  0  t 
James  TuOs  ...  0  4 
Timothy  Prout  *  .  0  1 
Mr.  Thomas  Swan  .  0  1 
John  Tufts  .  .  ,  .  0  S 
Mr*  Joseph  Prout  .  0  0 
Francis  Whilmore  .04 
Benjamin  Marble  .02 
James  Wright  ..02 
William  Merroe  ..02 
Thomas  Miler  ..02 
Mathew  Miler  ..02 
William  Walden  ,,02 
Thoraaa  Clark  .,02 
Peter  Seccomb  .,02 
Ebon.  Brooks  bis  man  0  2 
Benjamin  Peirce  ..02 
Samuel  Stone  ...  0  2 
Williimi  Paten  ..02 
Mr.JonatbanDunstcr  0  I 
Mr-  John  Hall      ..11 


Maj.  Nathaniel  Wade 

1 

6 

cf. 

4 

John  Will tm  ore    ,    . 

0 

6 

8 

Stephen  HalJJun.    . 

0 

7 

5 

Eliezer  Wier   .     ,     , 

0 

5 

8 

John  Bradstri^et   .     . 

0 

7 

6 

John  Man   .... 

0 

1 

0 

Lieut  Peter  Tufts    , 

1 

5 

10 

Ens.  Stephen  Francis 

0  IS 

8 

Serg.  John  Brads  haw 

0 

n 

5 

Mr.  Thoma.^  Willis  . 

0 

17 

C 

Nathaniel  Hall     *     . 

0 

5 

4 

John  Francis  ,     *     . 

0 

12 

6 

,  John  Hall,  jnn,    ,     , 

0 

8 

« 

Jonathan  Tufts     .     . 

0 

19 

10 

Stephen  Willis,  jun.  . 

0 

6 

8 

Stephen  Hall,  sen.    . 

0 

6 

6 

Serg.  Stephen  Willis 

1 

1 

4 

Bbenezer  Brooka 

0 

17 

8 

Samuel  Brooks    .     . 

0 

10 

10 

Mr.  Richard  Rookes 

0 

7 

0 

Mrs.  Elizal>eth  Wade 

0 

18 

9 

Parcill  HaU     .     ,     . 

0 

6 

6 

George  Blanchard    . 

0 

8 

B 
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The  warrant  issued  to  the  constable  empowered  that  func- 
tionary ''  to  distrain  the  goods  or  chattels  of  any  person  or 
persons  who  refuse  to  pay ;  and  in  case  there  be  no  goods 
or  cKattels^  then  he  is  to  seize  the  body  of  any  person  who 
refuses^  and  commit  him  to  the  county  jail." 

To  show  what  taxes  were  assessed  for,  it  will  be  interest- 
ing to  see  a  record  of  the  entire  debts  of  the  town  of  Med- 
ford,  April  19,  1710.     It  is  as  follows :  — 

£      9.     d, 

Dae  to  Ensign  John  Bradstreet,  for  dining  the  ministers 

thirteen  sabbaths,  at  1$.  M,  per  sabbath 0  19     6 

Doe  to  Captain  Peter  Tufts,  John  Francis,  Ebenezer 
Brooks,  and  Samuel  Wade,  bs,  per  man,  —  paid  to 
Mrs.  Bradstreet,  for  nursing  Rachel  Blanchard     ..100 
Dne  to  Ebenezer  Brooks,  for  actions  entered  in  court    .020 
For  taking  a  copy  out  of  the  records,  &c,  about  John 

Man .046 

For  pocket  expenses,  in  tending  court  three  days ...  0  3  0 
Due  to  Thomas  Willis,  for  sweeping  meeting-house,  1709  0  15  0 
Dne  to  Mr.  Samuel  Wade,  for  John  Man's  diet  eleven 

weeks,  at  3«.  per  week 1130 

Also  boarding  John  Man  three  weeks,  at  4«.  per  week  .0120 
Also  for  five  weeks'  sickness  in  the  eleven  weeks'  board 

aforesaid 040 

Due  to  Thomas  Hall,  constable,  for  James  Tufts's  head- 
money    0  10    0 

Due  to  Stephen  Willis,  sen.,  for  pocket-money  at  Court 

of  Sessions,  three  days 030 

Due  to  Ensign  Stephen  Francis,  for  boarding  John  Man 

ien  weeks,  at  4«.  per  week 200 

Due  to  John  Francis,  for  money  paid  to  the  clerk  about 

a  presentment  of  Mistick  Bridge 0     2     6 

For  pocket  expenses  at  court,  three  days,  about  John  Man  0  3  0 
Money  paid  for  searching  the  records  about  John  Man    0    0    9 

£8  18    3 

To  show  the  relative  amount  and  distribution  of  property 
among  the  inhabitants,  the  following  record  of  taxes  paid  by 
each  is  here  inserted :  — 

"Sept.  20, 1711 :  This  list  is  a  county  rate  that  was  made  and 
perfected  by  the  assessors,  in  obedience  to  a  warrant  from  James 
Taylor,  gent.,  treasurer,  for  the  levying  a  tax  on  polls  and  estate, 
both  real  and  personal." 
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Lieutenant  Thomas  Willis 
Ensign  Stephen  Francb 
John  Francis,  sen. 
John  Wtiitmora      .     . 
Fraticia  WUitmore 
John  Whitrnore^  jiin,  • 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wade 
Miss  Elizabeth  Wade 
John  Hall     .     . 
Mrs.  Mercy  Wade 
Seth  Richardson 
Samuel  Kendall 
Joseph  Biancher 
Nathaniel  Wllaou 
Bamuel  Wade    . 
John  Tufts 
Stephen  Willis,  jun, 
John  Willis   . 
Thomas  T>iU  . 
Nathaniel  Hall 
Thomas  Willis  Jun, 
Benjamin  Peirce 
Nathaniel  Peirce 
WiOiain  Willis 
Jonathan  Hall 
Stephen  Hall 
Pacifall  Hall 
Samuel  Polly 
Jonathan  BlaDchard 
Kicbard  Belsher 
Peter  Seecomb 
Ebenezer  Nutting 
Isaac  Farewell  . 
Peter  Waitt  .     . 
Samuel  Polly,  jun. 
Francis  Lock     . 
Aaron  B1  an  chard 
Mr.  James  Tufts 
Mr.  Thomafl  Tufts 
Mr.  Samuel  Brooks 
Mr.  Jonathan  Duugter 
Captain  Josiah  Con  vers 
Jabesh  Brooks   . 
Joseph  Wright  . 
John  Francis,  jun. 
Richard  Rookes 
Thomas  Oakes  . 


HMdI.          1 

BmIwIi 

ite. 

FmbhImMI' 

£      «. 

i. 

£      «. 

i. 

£     1.    i- 

0  10 

0 

1  16 

0 

0  10  11 

1     0 

0 

0  16 

6 

0  10  s 

0  10 

0 

1    4 

0 

0  ICU 

0  10 

0 

0  11 

7 

0    7  7 

0  10 

0 

0  12 

9 

0    8   « 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

6 

0    8   t 

0    0 

0 

1  18  10 

1-0   7 

0    0 

0 

0     9 

0 

0    0  0 

0  10 

0 

1   1 

5 

0  IS   4 

0    0 

0 

0  12 

4 

0    »   7 

0  10 

0 

0    6 

9 

0    4   9 

0  10 

0 

0    6 

9 

0    1    6 

0  10 

0 

0    5 

8 

0    7   0 

0  10 

0 

0    9 

4 

0    1    1 

0  10 

0 

0  19 

2 

0    6    9 

0    0 

0 

0  15 

6 

0    0    0 

0  10 

0 

1     7 

0 

0    9   0 

0  14 

0 

016 

0 

0    8   0 

0  10 

0 

0  11 

1 

0    8    9 

1     0 

0 

0    4 

6 

0    0   0 

0  10 

0 

0    6 

0 

0    6   0 

0  10 

0 

0    6 

4 

0    10 

0  10 

0 

0    6 

0 

0    2    7 

0  10 

0 

0     1 

1 

0    6    4 

0  10 

0 

0    8 

0 

0    5    7 

1     0 

0 

0  16 

2 

0  12    0 

0  10 

0 

0  15 

0 

0    6    9 

1     0 

0 

0    3 

0 

0    1    6 

0    0 

0 

0    3 

0 

0    Q    0 

0    0 

0 

0    8 

9 

0    0    0 

2     0 

0 

0  15 

9 

0    8    3 

0  10 

0 

0  12 

0 

0    7    1 

0  10 

0 

0    3 

0 

Oil 

0  10 

0 

0    0 

0 

0    0    0 

0  10 

0 

0    0 

0 

0    0    0 

0  10 

0 

0    0 

0 

0    0    0 

0  10 

0 

0    0 

0 

0    0    0 

0    0 

0 

0    4 

6 

0    4    6 

0  10 

0 

0    6 

9 

0    2    8 

0  10 

0 

1    0 

3 

0  10  11 

0     0 

0 

0    6 

9 

0    0    0 

0    0 

0 

0     6 

0 

0    0    0 

0     0 

0 

0    1 

1 

0    0    0 

0     0 

0 

0     1 

1 

0    0    0 

0     4 

0 

0    0 

0 

0    0    0 

0  10 

0 

0    0 

0 

0    0    0 

0  10 

0 

0    0 

0 

0     1     6 
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H«ad( 

Batdtsteto. 

FanoiulMtete. 

£      $. 

d. 

£     ..     i. 

£      »,     i. 

Junes  TuAs 

0    0 

0 

0    9    0 

0    0    0 

Stephen  Hall     .... 

0    0 

0 

0    2    3 

0    0    0 

JohnAlbery 

0  10 

0 

0    0    0 

0    0    0 

Jonathan  Tufts  .... 

1    1 

0 

1  14    6 

1  12    S 

Bnsign  John  Bradshoe    . 

1     0 

0 

0  19    1 

0  13  10 

Thomas  Hall     .    .  ' .    . 

0  10 

0 

0  10    6 

0    4  11 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Brooks     . 

1     0 

0 

1    5  11 

1    7    4 

Stephen  "Willis,  sen.    .    . 

0  10 

0 

1     1     0 

0  10  11 

CaptMn  Peter  Tufts   .    . 

0  10 

0 

2  16    0 

0  19    1 

J<^  Hall,  jnn.  .... 

0  10 

0 

0    0    0 

0    0    0 

To  judge  accurately  of  taxes  paid  by  our  ancestors  after 
1710,  it  is  needful  to  know  the  rate  of  depreciation  in  the 
"  Province  bills,"  which  were  taken  in  payment  for  taxes. 
In  1710,  one  ounce  of  silver  was  equal  to  8*.  of  these  bills ; 
in  1722, 145. ;  in  1732,  19j.  ;  in  1742,  28a. ;  and  in  1752, 60*. 

In  July  20,  1720,  the  General  Court  ordered,  that  taxes 
might  be  paid  in  live-stock  and  merchandise,  instead  of 
money;  and,  from  1720  to  1750,  live-stock  in  Medford 
was  valued,  on  an  average,  as  follows  :  Oxen,  four  years  old, 
£S  each ;  horses,  three  years  old,  £Z ;  bulls  and  cows,  three 
years  old,  £\  lOa. ;  swine,  above  one  year  old,  8a.  each ; 
sheep  and  goats,  3a.  each. 

In  those  towns  which  had  vessels,  a  decked  vessel  was 
valued,  for  taxation,  at  £1.  10a.  per  ton ;  and  undecked  ves- 
sels [Medford  lighters],  at  «£1  per  ton.  Stock  in  trade  was 
valued  at  one-quarter  of  its  worth ;  male  Indian  and  negro 
slaves,  at  £15  each  ,*  female,  at  XIO. 

To  show  a  list  of  tax-payers  in  1730,  and  their  relative 
rates,  the  following  town-tax  for  £50  —  the  half-yearly  pay 
of  Rev.  Ebenezer  Turell — is  inserted  :  — 


Beaa<. 

RmlMtate. 

Fttmialeitate. 

£      :     i. 

£      .. 

d. 

£      :     i. 

Captain  Ebenezer  Brooke 

0    9    0 

1       1 

0 

0      9      9 

Mr.  John  Bradshaw    . 

0     6    0 

0  12 

3 

0    3    9 

Deacon  John  Whitmore  . 

0    3    0 

0     7 

0 

0    13 

John  Bicberson,  Esq. 

0     3    0 

0     8 

2 

0    1  10 

Captain  Samuel  Brooks 

0     3     0 

0  18 

8 

0    8    4 

Captain  Samuel  Wade 

0     6    0 

.0  17 

6 

0    3    0 

Thomas  Tufts,  Esq.    . 

0     0    0 

0  18 

4 

0    4    7 

Mr.  Peter  Seccombe  . 

0     9     0 

0  14 

0 

0    9    4 

Mr.  John  Willis     .    . 

0    3    0 

0  16 

8 

0    6    7 

Lieutenant  Stephen  HaU 

I         0    3    0 

0  14 

0 

0    8    4 

Deacon  Thomas  Hall . 

0    3    0 

0  12 

2 

0    2    8 
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Deacon  Thomas  Willis 
Mr.  Francis  W^itmore 
Mr.  Joho  TfFliitmore 
Mr.  William  Patten 
Mr.  Jonathan  Uall 
Dr.  Simon  Tufta     . 
Mr.  William  Willis 
Mr.  Benjamin  W  til  is 
Mr.  John  Albree    • 
Mr.  John  Hall  .    . 
Mr.  Andrew  Hall  . 
Mr.  Thomas  Oakes 
Joseph  Tufis      .    . 
John  Bmd.'shaw  jun. 
Jonathan  Brad^haw 
Nathaniel  Hall  . 
Nathaniel  Francis 
Stephen  Francis 
Samuel  Polly    • 
Benjamin  Tufis 
Aaron  Blanohiird 
Benjamin  Weber 
Joniitlmn  Weber 
William  Benford 
John  Atwood 
John  Tufts    .     . 
Joseph  Francis  . 
Stephen  Greenleaf 
Uichard  Waile  . 
Jacob  Polly 
Samuel  Turner  . 
Oliver  Atwood  . 
Joseph  Weber   . 
Ebenezer  Francis 
John  Fossil 
Enoch  Greenlcaf 
John  Stim&on 
Wiiiiam  Patten^  jun. 
Ebenezer  Brooks,  jun 
Stephen  Hall,  jun 
Hubert  Cresson  . 
Daniel  Paine     . 
Jonathan  Hall,  jun 
Thomas  Phillebrown 
Samuel  Bradshaw 
Stephen  Bradshaw 
William  Watsen 


£ 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0  3 
0  3 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


3  0 
3  0 


3  0 
6  0 


3  0 
G  0 


X   tf.  A 

0  11  6 

0  14  4 

0  16  8 

0  5  10 

0  9  4 

0  12  3 

0  11  4 

0  14  3 

0  9  11 

0  7  8 

0  8  2 

0  18  8 

0  15  6 
0  9 
0  10 
0  9 

9 

4 

4 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0    3 

0     1 

0    0 

0    0 

0    2 

0    0 

0     0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


4 
6 
4 
6 
0 
1 


5  10 
4     1 


1 
1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

4 

4 

9 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4     1 

9  11 

8     3 

0     0 


0 
0 

a 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


1  t 
%  s 

4  0 
1  0 

su 

%  \ 
1  I 

5  f 

no 

4  S 

Sll 
8  0 

7  7 

Jl 

8  0 

oil 
1  i 
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TAXBS. 


4lt 


£ 

#. 

d. 

£ 

».   i. 

£     :     d. 

Watsen   •    .    . 

0 

6 

0 

0 

4    9 

0    0    4 

DiU      .    . 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0    0 

0    0    0 

Polly 

0 

8 

0 

0 

2    4 

0    0    4 

Tufls 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0    0 

0    0    0 

Patten 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0    0 

0    0    0 

tten 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0    0 

0    0    0 

HaU 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0    0 

0    0    0 

Sail 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0    0 

0    0    0 

er   .    . 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2    4 

0    0    4 

Pelam 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2    4 

0    0    4 

W^aite 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0    0 

0    0    0 

acob  Parker 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2    4 

0    0    0 

jrraves 

0 

8 

0 

0 

8    6 

0    18 

Tufts      . 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0    0 

0    0    0 

Jrookfl 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0    0 

0    0    0 

ebrown     . 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0    0 

0    0    0 

Martin      . 

0 

8 

0 

0 

4    1 

0    0    « 

Tomson  . 

0 

8 

0 

0 

4    1 

0    0    4 

)akes  .    • 

0 

8 

0 

0  12  10 

0    8    1 

ooks    .     • 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1.  3 

0    0    0 

Ellis    .    . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8    4 

0    5    8 

irris    .     .     . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8    6 

0    0    6 

Tufls  .     . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8    9 

0    0    0 

right   .     . 

0 

0 

Oi 

0 

0  11 

0    0    0 

fte.  .  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8  10 

0    0    0 

right  .     . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  11 

0    0    0 

lymmes    . 
imon  .     • 

0 

0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

1     2 
0    5 

0  0  0 
0    0    0 

DuDster  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4    8 

0    0    0 

mster .     .    . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2    2 

0    0    0 

nster  .    .     * 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4    8 

0    0    0 

yman  •     .     < 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  10 

0    0    0 

rancis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4    0 

0    0    0 

Eige     .     .     . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  10 

0    0    0 

ary  Tufts     . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1     2 

0    0    0 

icis     .     .     . 

0 

6 

0 

0 

9  11 

0    2  10 

Parker   .     - 

0 

3 

0 

0 

10    6 

0    0    7 

prague    . 
mson  .     . 

2 

6 
6 

0 
0 

0 
0 

5    1 
4    1 

0  0  10 
0    0    4 

rooks, 

jun.  . 

0 

3 

0 

0 

4    8 

0    8    7 

Total,  ninety-eight  persons. 
)ecimen  of  the  town  expenses  and  tax  for  one  year, 
B  1747.     They  are  as  follows  (old  tenor) :  — 

le  the  town  from  last  account <^41    5    8 

n-tax  for  1747 490  14    4 


£581  19    7 
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TVeararer  paid,  daring  the  year  1747,  by  orders  firom 

said  town £481  15  U 

Balance  due  from  treasurer 100    9  S 

Errors  excepted     Pr. 

Joseph  Tttts,      \^ 
Thomas  Brooks,) 


June  5,  1753,  the  General  Court  laid  a  tax  on 
chariots,  chaises,  calashes,  and  riding-chairs.  Medfefd,  ii 
1754,  had  1  chariot,  7  chaises,  and  31  chairs.  Cambridpi 
during  the  same  time,  had  9  chaises  and  36  chairs.  WobniR 
had  2  chaises  and  9  chairs.  Maiden  had  2  chaises  and  flO 
chairs. 

During  the  revolutionary  struggle,  debts  were  aocia*- 
lated  to  vast  amounts  ;  and,  on  the  26th  February,  1T81|  4b 
Legislature  stated,  that  £950,000,  specie  value,  were  neeU 
to  meet  the  annual  current  expenditures,  £320,000  of  wUck 
were  to  be  discharged  by  taxes.  At  such  a  time,  when  JB- 
simony  would  have  been  crime,  as  timidity  would  have  beo 
treason,  our  patriotic  ancestors  marched  nobly  forward^  • 
their  prompt  payment  of  the  following  taxes  testify.  !■ 
1781,  Mcdford  paid  £1,177.  10*.;  in  1786,  £1,016.  5i.; 
in  1791,  £88.  6*.  lid.  Eatable  polls  in  Medford  (1784) 
were  223. 

List  of  occupiers  of  houses,  in  1798,  who  are  'taxed  tot 
more  than  $100 :  —  * 

Samuel  Albree.  Thomas  Brooks. 

A»&  Adams.  S.  Buel  and  Augustas  Hunt 

Benjamin  Hovey.  Thomas  Bradshaw. 

Benjamin  Teal.  Andrew  Blancbard. 

Caleb  Brooks.  Timothy  Newell. 

John  Bishop.  Hezekiah  Blanchard,  Jan. 

Abigail  Bishop.  Ruth  Benford.  * 

Samuel  Swan.  Jonathan  Brooks. 

Ebenezer  Thompson.  .  William  Bradbury. 

Nathan  Wait.  Francis  Bums. 

Thomas  Bradshaw,  jun.  Marah  Billings. 

Nathaniel  Mead.  ;  Hezekiah  Blanchard. 

Zacbariah  Shed.  David  Bucknam. 

Leonard  Bucknam.  .  John  Chadwick. 

Spencer  Bucknam.  John  Cutter. 

John  Bacon.  Miles  S.  Wilson. 

Abigail  Brooks  and  Rufus  Frost  i  Jonathan  Dunliam. 

John  Brooks  and  Mary  Patten.      Aaron  Crowell. 

John  Brooks.  William  Earl. 

Jethro  Townsend.  j  Deborah  Francis. 

Caleb  Brooks,  jun.  '  Sarah  Fulton. 
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'  Fowle. 
min  Floyd, 
min  Floyd,  jun. 
Floyd. 
Fowl. 

er  Greenleaf. 
Greenleaf. 
ad  T.  Gates, 
zer  Hall. 

Hall  and  Sasan  PattOD. 
HaU. 
il  Hadley. 
si  Hadley. 
nin  Hall, 
nin  Hall,  jun. 
im  Hall. 
wHaU. 
3.  Fitch. 

ilanchard  and  A.  Winship. 
by  Dexter. 

and  Simon  Blanchard. 
lalL 

zer  Hall,  jun. 
Uanchard  &  James  Floyd. 
Hanchard  &  J.  Gleason. 
zer  Hall,  4tli. 
il  Coverly. 
•d  Hall. 
r  and  Watson. 
I  Pratt. 

tt  and  M.  Tufls. 
.  Hall. 
tnHaU. 
IS  Hadley. 
Convers. 
Dixon, 
n  Ingraham. 
]).  Jones. 

Valker  and  Jos.  Tysick, 
I  Xidder. 
1  Kidder. 
Peirce. 
LS  Learaed. 
n  Lowder. 
jeathe. 
•ymonds. 
Osgood. 
Polly. 


Jonathan  Porter. 

Isaac  Pratt 

Thomas  Hewes. 

Benjamin  Reed.  « 

Peter  Tufts. 

James  Tufts. 

G.  Williams  &  Dan.  Farrington. 

William  Bucknum. 

Sam.  Hall  and  John  Greenleaf. 

J.  Bannister  &  Lucy  Pritchard. 

Jeduthan  Richardson. 

Joshua  Symonds. 

John  Symmes. 

Josiah  Symmes. 

Ebenezer  Symonds. 

Thomas  Savel.  • 

Daniel  Symonds. 

Samuel  Thompson. 

Samuel  Teal. 

Samuel  Teal. 

Samuel  Tufts,  jun. 

Abigail  Tarbutt. 

Benjamin  Tufts. 

Gershom  Tufts. 

Benjamin  Tufts,  jun, 

Jacob  Tufts. 

Hutchinson  Tufts. 

Peter  Tufts. 

Isaac  Tufts. 

Daniel  Tufts. 

Jonathan  fufts. 

Ebenezer  Tufts. 

James  Tufts. 

Gershom  Teal. 

Watts  Turner. 

Hutchinson  Tufts,  jun. 

Eleazer  Usher. 

Nathaniel  Watts. 

Ebenezer  Williams. 

Isaac  Warren. 

Gardner  Greenleaf. 

Joseph  Wyman. 

James  Wyman. 

John  Wade. 

Convers  Francis. 

John  Mead  and  John  Williams. 

Webster. 

Joseph  Wyman. 


HldTDET  0F   llfi»F0BI>» 


Benj.  Pratt  aod  ^—  Broim.  John  Hall  and  Joseph  ^Mb» 

Isaac  Greenleaf  aBd  H.  Fopkiiis.  Francis  Wait. 

JoiiD  Wright*  James  Kidder. 
JoDalban  Goddeiu 

The    mhabitants    occupied   one   buiidred   and    tliirt^-i 
houses,  irbich  were  valued  at  $74^032.80 ;  making  an  ai? 
value  of  1^544  each*     The  town  valaation  of  all  other  prop 
.ty  wm  1160,1 16.60*     Xaxei  were  assessed  on  4fi08  acpeij 
'Iwd. 

We  may  close  these  tables  of  taxes  by  inserting  th© 
valuation  iahtes  for  seven  decades,  from  1T90  to  1850 
sive.  Medford  stands  thus :  In  1790,  its  State  valuation  was 
$9,44L68;  in  1800,  $15,0S6,08 ;  m  1810,  |26,S11.19;  m 
1830, 130,507.84;  inl830, $931,050; in  1840, $l,095,195Jl; 
in  1850,  real  estate,  $1,21^,551,50;  personal,  $915,919.  In 
these  same  years,  Cambridge  st^ids  thus :  In  1790,  (25,2UL- 
63  ;  in  1800,  $32,3^9.67 ;  in  1810,  $80,477.35  ;  in  18SM, 
$61,828.88;  in  1830,  $1,732,048;  in  1840,  $4/ 
43.  Wobum,  in  1790i  $11,070.32;  in  1800,  $1 1 
in  1810,  $13,172,63  ;  in  1820,  $16,490.54  ;  in  1830,  j45 
030;  in  1840,  $087,388*09,  Maiden,  in  1790 :  $7,486.8 
in  1800,  $11,932;  in  1810,  $15,858.34;  in  1820,  $19,622j 
in  1830,  $360,878;  In  1840,  $586,136.15* 

These  tables  of  taxes  prove  how  Medford,  from  email  W 
ginnings,  gradually  increased  in  numbers  and  wealth.  Theft 
was  never  any  sudden  development  of  its  resources,  bat  t 
steadily  increasing  use  of  its  natural  advantages.  Its  march 
became  more  and  more  rapid  as  we  approach  the  nineteenth 
century,  when  its  increase  and  prosperity  were  equal  to  any 
town  in  the  State, 

As  the  records  of  the  first  forty  years  of  the  town  are  I 
we  have  hunted  in  every  crevice  and  corner  to  find  rep: 
eentative  facts  belonging  to  that  period  ;  and,  after  availing 
each  fragmentary  tradition,  we  have  fixed  on  the  taxes  _ 
sessed  by  the  General  Court  and  county,  as  indie n ting  with 
most  precision  the  ability  and  condition  of  the  earhest  settlers ; 
and,  having  discovered  their  ability  and  condition,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  imagine  their  labors,  habits,  and  advancemcni 
We  have  thus  taken  the  taxes  as  our  lighthouse,  to  guide  m 
along  the  unmapped  coast  of  our  new  settlement. 

In  the  record  of  taxes,  one  occasionally  finds  strange 
Here  is  one :  "  June  27,  1695.     As  an  unusual  requisitii 
females  who  earned  a  livelihood  were  taxed  each  two 
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I 


MAP.  —  POBT-OPFICB.  42 1 

Ungs,  being  half  what  the  males  were  assessed  a  head^  in  the 
ts^  of  this  date/' 

In  our  town-records  we  find  the  following  notices  side  by 
side:  "May  5,  1750:  Voted  to  abate  Thomas  Brooks, 
jun/s  rates  ( JE4.  18s.  id,,  old  tenor),  he  being  not  of  age.** 
«  Voted  to  abate  Lieutenant  Stephen  Hall's  rates  for  his  head 
(£8.  5i.,  old  tenor),  he  being  very  old."  In  our  earliest  his- 
tory, when  the  inhabitants  ^ad  raised  a  certain  sum  in  advance, 
two  men,  Nathan  Lyon  and  Roger  Scott,  who  had  contri* 
buted  their  share,  soo^  after  moved  out  of  town.  At  the 
next  town-meeting,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  refund  to 
theie  men  what  they  had  paid. 


MAP. 

Oct.  13,  1858:  The  town  voted  to  authorize  the  select- 
men to  treat  with  Mr.  Henry  F.  Walling,  of  Boston,  con- 
cerning a  complete  map  of  Medford.  This  skilful  engineer 
engaged  to  furnish  one  for  $750.  It  is  now  just  finished ; 
and  must  give  entire  satisfaction,  both  as  to  its  accuracy  and 
beauty.  Its  size  is  thirty  by  thirty-seven  inches,  and  its  scale 
eight  inches  to  a  mile.  It  shows  the  entire  town  at  one 
gUavce;  while  it  gives  correctly  the  topography,  the  hills, 
iproqdA,  streams,  ponds,  streets,  mills,  stores,  dwellings, 
churches,  &q.  ;  it  gives  the  names  of  each  householder  in  the 
place  of  his  residence;  it  represents  all  the  real  estate  of 
the  town^  and  shows  the  number  of  square  feet  in  each  lot. 
This  last  fact  will  enable  the  assessors  to  apportion  the  tax 
more  justly  than  they  otherwise  could,  and  will  guide  com- 
missioners in  laying  out  roads.  The  map  is  accompanied  by 
eleven  other  maps  or  sections,  on  a  scale  of  two  hundred  feet 
to  an  inch,  on  sheets  of  twenty-six  to  thirty-nine  inches,  and 
are  bound  together  in  an  atlas.  Should  a  copy  of  this  map 
be  preserved  through  two  hundred  years,  it  would  then  pro- 
bably show  that  not  even  one  lot  of  land  would  be  possessed 
by  any  descendants  of  its  present  owner. 


POST-OFFICE. 

By  examination  of  the  books  rescued  from  the  fire  of 
18S6  at  Washington,  it  appears  that  the  first  office  esta- 
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blished  in  Medford  was  in  September,  1797.  The  fint  office 
was  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  town-house.  The  poit- 
masters  have  been  as  follows :  — 

Samuel  Buel, appointed ....  Sept.        1717 

William  Rogers,  jun., July    21,  ISlI 

William  Rogers, Oct     20, 1818 

Luther  Angier, May    17, 1888 

Samuel  S.  Green,  jun., April    6, 1889 

Luther  Angier, April     8, 1841 

Samuel  S.  Green, «...  July    19, 184f 

Alexander  Gregg, July    30, 1847 

James  T.  Flojd,  jun., May    29, 1849 

James  C.  Winneck  (the  present  incumbent),  .    .  Aug.    23, 1858 

A  post-office  was  established  in  West  Medford  in  1858, 
and  its  daily  mail  is  an  increasing  benefit  to  a  growing  vil- 
lage. The  first  postmaster  was  James  M.  Sanford;  the 
second,  Thaddeus  A.  Baldwin;  and  the  third,  the  present 
one,  is  Franklin  Patch. 


TAVERNS. 

For  more  than  a  hundred  years,  all  the  land  travel  to  Bol- 
ton from  Maine,  from  the  eastern  parts  of  New  Hampehiiei 
and  the  north-eastern  parts  of  Massachusetts,  passed  through 
Medford ;  and  its  distance  from  Boston  made  it  a  convenient 
stopping-place  for  travelling  traders.  Hence  the  need  of 
public-houses.  No  town  in  the  State,  of  its  size,  had  so 
many  in  number,  or  better  in  quality ;  and  they  were  all 
placed  conveniently  on  the  great  thoroughfare. 

In  early  times,  no  one  could  ^^  keep  tavern "  without  a 
special  license  from  the  court.  The  form  was  as  follows: 
'*  Nathaniel  Pierce,  of  Medford,  is  permitted  to  sell  liquors 
unto  such  sober-minded  neighbors  as  he  shall  think  meet, 
so  as  he  sell  not  less  than  the  quantity  of  a  gallon  at  a  time 
to  one  person,  and  not  in  smaller  quantities  by  retail  to  the 
occasioning  of  drunkenness." 

The  first  tavern  of  which  we  have  any  record  was  built 
by  Major  Jonathan  Wade,  about  1690,  and  kept  by  Nathaniel 
Pierce.  It  stood  a  few  rods  south  of  the  bridge,  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Short  Streets,  and,  for  more  than  a  century, 
offered  its  accommodations  to  the  public.  It  was  bought  by 
Colonel  Royal,  and  had  on  its  sign  a  representation  of  Admi- 
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[ral  Veraon.  Its  owner  wished  to  let  it ;  and  his  advertise- 
:  Blent  J  dated  Dec,  36^  1743^  reads  thus :  "  Any  persons  before- 
handed,  so  as  to  lay  in  a  good  stock  of  liquors  and  other 
» necessaries  for  a  taverns  may  meet  with  prosier  encourage- 
ment from  Isaac  Koyal,  Esq."  Aecompanjing  the  above  was 
thia  notice :  **  A  person  has  a  handsome  mourning-coach, 
with  a  pair  of  good  horses,  to  let  out  to  any  funeral,  at  ten 
shillings,  old  tenor,  each   funeral."     This  house  acquired 

•  great  popularity,  especially  when  kept  by  Eoger  Billings,  in 
17T5*  It  was  afterwards  kept  by  Mr.  James  Tufts  and  Son. 
It  became  a  private  dwelling  about  half  a  century  ago,  and 
so  continued  tiU  its  destruction  by  firej  Nov.  21,  1850, 
H  The  "  Fountain  House,"  next  in  order  of  time,  was  built 
■^  as  early  as  1725 ;  and  yet  standg,  a  comfortable  residence^. 
Being  well  placed  on  the  great  thorouglifare  between  Salem 
and  Boston,  it  had  extensive  patronage.  It  aimed  to  be  a 
little  superior  to  other  houi^es.  Its  sign  represented  two  men 
shaking  hands,  who  were  called  palavtrerM ;  and  hence  the 
house  first  wore  the  name  of  Palaver  Tavern.  The  two  large 
trees  in  front  had  each  a  platform  in  its  branches  ;  and  these 
platforms  were  connected  with  each  other  and  with  the  house 
by  wooden  bridges,  and  were  used  much  in  summer  as  places 
of  resort  for  drinking  punch  and  cordials.  Tea-parties  were 
sometimes  gathered  there*  It  was  called  Fountain  Home 
from  having  a  new  sign  representing  a  fountain  pouring 
punch  into  a  large  bowl. 

The  tliird  tavern  built  in  Medford  stood  on  the  west  side 
of  Main  Street,  about  eight  rods  south  of  the  bridge,  and 
was  the  largest  in  town*  It  was  built  by  Mr,  Benjamin 
Parker,  town -treasurer,  as  early  as  1T45,  and  was  sold  by 
him  to  He2ekiah  Blanchard,  who  added  a  large  dancing-hall 
to  it^  and  called  it  "  Union  Hail"  He  left  it  to  hie  son 
Hessekiah,  who  continued  it  a  tavern  till  his  death. 

The  fourth  tavern  was  at  the  foot  of  Rock  Hill,  at  the 
West  End,  and  sometimes  called  the  Rock  Hill  Tavern. 
AmoDg  its  keepers  were  Messrs.  '*  Usher,  Wesson,  Frostj 
and  Putnam,"  It  was  a  favorite  resort  for  teamsters^  and 
gained  great  popularity. 

The  new  house,  built  by  Mr,  Jonathan  Porter  in  the  mar* 
ket^place,  was  opened  as  a  tavern,  but  did  not  long  continue 
as  such. 

The  **  Medford  House,"  standing  on  the  north-east  comer  of 
Main  and  Spring  Streets,  and  now  the  only  pubUc-house  in 
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the  town,  was  built  by  Mr.  Andrew  Blanchard  in  1804, 
attained  great  popularity  under  its  first  keeper,  Mr.  Jiii|iii: 
It  was  furmshed  mth  four  bowling-alleys,  which  prored 
great  a  temptation  to,  som€*     At  a  later  period,  the  ho' 
came  into  the  possession  of  a  company  of  gentlemen,  wl 
were   resolved    to   have   it    kept  on  temperance  p; 
This  plan  proved  more  moral  than  profitable ;  and  it 
from  the  hands  of  the  company  to  its  present  Italian  ownerJ 

The  taverns  of  olden  time  were  the  places  of  resort 
gentlemen  ;  and  one  consequence  was^  good  suppers 
deep  drinking.  They  also  performed  the  office  of  new; 
pers*  In  1760,  Medford  passed  the  foUomng  Tote 
**  That  their  names^  posted  on  the  several  taTem-doore,  n. 
be  a  sufficient  notice  for  jurors/*  Saturday  afiemoon 
the  time  when  men  came  from  all  quiirtere  of  the  town  to 
see  and  hear  aU  they  could  at  the  tavern.  For  many  yeai», 
the  fiivorite  arena  was  at  Mr.  Blanchard's,  where  politici 
and  theology,  trade,  barterj  and  taxes,  were  aU  mixed  ip 
together  over  hot  flip  and  strong  toddy. 

The  taverns  served  also  as  places  for  marketing.     Daring 
most  of  the  winter,  they  were  filled  every  night  with  fanm 
from  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire,  who  had  brought 
pork,  butter,  grain,  seeds j  and  poultry  to  market      Mi 
families  supplied  themselves  through  these  opportunities, 
purchased  the  best  articles  at  moderate  prices. 

Landlords  could  not  grow  rich  very  fast  on  country  auti 
The  travelling  farmer  brought  all  his  food  for  himself  in 
box,  and  that  for  his  horse  in  a  bag.  He  therefore  paid  only 
twelve  cents  for  his  bed,  and  as  much  for  horse-keeping.  It 
was  not  uncommon  to  have  sLx:  days*  expenses  amount  only 
to  two  doUars ! 

Taverns  seemed  to  subserve  all  purposes.  Auctions,  thea- 
tricals, legerdemain,  caucuses,  military  diills,  balls,  and 
dancing-schools,  all  came  in  place  at  the  tavern^  Especially 
sleigh'riding  parties  found  them  convenient  Medford  was 
just  about  far  enough  from  Boston  to  tempt  a  party  to  a  ride 
on  a  pleasant  moonlight  evening.  Scarcely  one  such  evening 
passed  without  witnessing  a  gathering  of  young  people,  who 
brought  with  them  their  **  fiddler,"  or  procured  our  **  G; 
no  ugh ; "  and  who  danced  from  seven  to  ten,  then  took 
hearty  supper,  an^  reached  Boston  at  twelve*  New  fo: 
of  trade  and  amusement  have  almost  wholly  displaced 
former  customs. 
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Medford  was  favored  in  good  tavern-keepers.  Journeying 
in  farmer  days,  one  found  queer  specimens  of  huiuanity 
among  this  unique  class*  Generally^,  they  were  only  varia- 
tions of  Yankee  Doodle.  Some  landlords  were  so  full  of 
soBslune  that  it  was  June  all  the  year  round;  others  had 
noindfi  so  frost*bitten  that  there  was  no  hope  for  you^  except 
in  the  January  thaw.  Here  was  one  so  anxious  to  oblige 
that  he  would  spring  to  throw  a  lasso  round  the  moon,  if  you 

1     wished  it ;  and  there  another  so  cross,  that  putting  a  question 

^ko  him  was  like  squeezing  a  lemon. 
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The  places  used  by  the  first  settlers  of 
burial  of  the  dead  are  not  positively  known. 
uavrillingness  to  follow  England's  example^  in  providing 
expensive  and  well-secured  graveyards,  or  from  their  inability 
to  do  so,  we  cannot  say ;  hut  the  fact  is  c}ear,  that  such  pro- 
visions  for  the  dead  were  not  made.  The  oldest  gravestones 
ia  the  present  graveyard,  near  Gravelly  Bridgej  were  brought 
from  England  J  and  are  remarkable  for  their  width,  thickness, 
and  weight.  The  oldest  bears  the  date  of  1691.  It  may  be 
that  some  of  our  gardens  are  cemeteries,  and  that  from 
human  soil  we  gather  our  daily  bread,  while  the  spade  and 
ploughshare  lacerate  the  relics  of  our  ancestors. 

March  20^  1705 :  *^  Put  to  ?ote,  whether  the  selectmen  shall  dis- 
course Mr.  Dudley  Wade,  referring  to  the  proposals  made  this 
meeting  hy  Stephen  WiUls,  jun,,  in  said  Wad©*s  behalf,  respecting 
the  buryiug-piace  in  Medford,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  town 
at  the  next  town^s  meeting.     Voted  in  the  affirmative." 

It  does  not  appear  what  this  proposition  was>  nor  what 
action  the  town  had  upon  it.  Probably  it  was  a  proposal  to 
sell  the  town  some  land  for  a  place  of  bui'ial ;  and  we  pre- 
sume it  was  accepted,  because.  May  15,  1717,  we  find  the 
following  record :  — 

I[  *^  Put  to  vote^  whether  the  town  will  choose  a  committee,  to  join 
With  the  selectmen,  to  view  some  land  offered  by  Mr.  Aaron  Cleav- 
land  and  John  Willis,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  burying-place  near 
Mistick  Bridge  ^  and  bring  in  a  report  to  the  town  of  the  same,  at 
the  nej^t  town-meetings  both  of  the  price  of  said  land,  and  the  con- 
venience of  the  same  for  the  use  atbresaid*'^ 
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This  passed  in  the  affirmative  ;  and  the  selectmen,  CapUio 
[Tufts,  Deacon  Willis,  Deacon  Whitniore,  Ensign  Fr*iiici*, 
Captain  Brooksj  and  Ensign  Hall,  were  appointed  the  cam- 
[mittee  to  phvn  the  enlargement  proposed*  The  committer 
f  reported  June  10th  of  the  next  months  when  the  town  paued 
t  the  following  vote :  — 

^  That  the  town  will  give  Mr.  Aaron  Clcavljtnd  and  John  WilBi, 
i  for  a  fimall  parcel  of  land,  for  an  addition  to  the  hurjing*pJacetlj^ 
betwixt  Mistick  River  and  Gravelly  Bridge,  alWr  the  rate  of  tliir^- 
two  pound:!  per  acre." 

The  portion  they  bought  cost  six  pounds. 

May  12,  1718;  "Put  to  Tote,  whether  the  bui^'ing-pl^ce,  «oiii« 
time  past  bought  of  Mr*  Aaron  Cleavland,  he  conliuued  in  slid 
Cleav kind's  handsi  a^  to  the  herhage,  until  the  town  give  furtlief 
I  Oi'der ;  and^  wiien  the  town  see  cause  to  fence  it,  It  shall  be  feawl 
at  the  town's  proper  cost ;  and  whether  that,  forthwitb,  s  bond 
fence  be  erected  at  the  front  of  the  land,  with  a  gate  and  lacL 
Voted  in  the  atfirmative-" 

This  vote  would  lead  us  to  infer  that  the  enclosure  wii 
ill  cared  for ;  and  the  need  of  new  fences  is  learned  firom  iht 
vote  of  Nov*  ^6j  1733,  which  was  as  follows^  ** Voted  Ui 
have  the  front  of  the  burying -place  fenced  in-**  At  the  iaac 
meeting,  they  diiected  "  that  the  fence  should  be  mtide  of 
good  cedar  points,  white-pine  hoards,  with  handsome  double 
gates  J  colored  red."  We  apprehend  that  extraordin&n^  care 
was  not  fashionable.  One  might  infer  that  the  "  front  *'  onlj 
was  aecured  by  a  fence.  From  that  day  to  the  beginning  ot 
the  present  century,  it  was  not  unusual  to  let  these  prectoiw^ 
and  we  may  add  sacred^  spots  be  exposed  to  the  visits  of 
vagrant  animals. 

May  1^,  1785 :  "  Voted  that  no  cattle  be  permitted  to 
graze  in  the  burying-ground*** 

The  "  Old  Burying  Ground,"  as  it  was  c^led,  being  netr 
the  most  populous  part  of  Mediord,  was  better  defended  by 
walls  than  was  common  in  many  towns ;  yet  we  remember 
the  wall  on  its  east  side,  as  low,  broken^  and  insufficient, 

March  5,  1T39 :  It  is,  for  the  first  time,  propoaed  to  build 
tombs ;  and  the  north  side  of  the  graveyard  is  designated  a» 
the  most  proper  place.  None  were  built  until  many  yetfi 
later. 

The  town  passed  the  following  vote.  May  11,  1786: 
"  Voted  to  give  liberty  to  any  person  to  build  a  tomb  in  th* 
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iiyrag-grotind,"  This  cuetcm  of  burying  the  dead  in  tombs 
k*ew  so  fast  and  strong  that  almost  e¥ery  family^  had  a  tomb, 
part  of  one*  This  prevented  the  erection  of  gravestones, 
id  thereby  deprived  posterity  of  all  the  knowledge  derived 
5m  these  authentic  records.  It  was  the  custom ,  in  the  ear- 
»r  times,  for  a  family  to  choose  the  spot  in  the  burying- 
round  where  they  would  gather  their  dead  ;  and  for  others 
invade  this  spot  was  consideied  an  outrage  on  social  rights 
Chriidan  feelings.  In  the  old  burying-g round,  there 
many  remains  of  this  arrangement ;  and  we  trust  that  no 
Tacri legions  hand  will  now  be  laid  on  these  sacred  relics.  In 
the  south-west  comer  of  that  ground,  the  slaves  were  buried  ; 
"  11  no  monumental  stones  were  raised !  Are  there  as  many 
ravestones  novv  standing  within  the  old  burying-grouod  as 
^ere  there  fifty  years  ago  ?  We  think  not.  Where  are  they  ? 
an  the  mouths  of  the  tombs  answer  1 
There  were  six  tombs  built  in  1767  by  private  gentlemen, 
''Benjamin  Floyd  was  the  builder*  They  are  those  nearest  the 
front  gate,  on  its  western  side,  and  are  under  the  sidewalk  of 
the  street  The  bricks  of  which  they  are  built  were  made 
in  the  yard  west  of  Rock  HilL  The  common  price  of  a  tomb 
lias  been  one  hundred  and  two  dollars. 

Though  many  new  tombs  had  been  built,  and  some  little 
additional  space  secured  in  the  old  burying-ground,  still  there 
was  need  of  further  accommodations  for  burial ;  and  the  town 
therefore  voted,  May  11,  1812,  to  request  the  selectmen  to 
consider  what  fuither  provisions  could  be  made.  This  led 
to  the  appointment  of  a  committee  in  May,  1813.  A  new 
burying-place  seemed  to  be  necessary ;  and  the  committee  so 
reported.  No  defiaite  action  was  had  until  May,  1816,  when 
another  committee  reported,  that  the  land  which  the  town  had 
purchased  in  Cross  Street,  near  Mr*  Turner's  ship-yard,  for  the 
position  of  an  alms-house,  had  better  be  used  as  a  burying- 
ground.  The  town  acceded ;  and  then  ordered  that  the  land 
he  laid  out  in  lots,  that  a  proper  fence  be  built  around  it,  and 
that  trees  be  planted  in  such  number  and  order  as  to  make 
the  enclosure  appear  as  such  a  place  should. 

March  7,  185S :  Voted  to  remove  the  pound  on  Cross 
^Street,  and  extend  the  burial-ground  to  the  line  of  said  street, 
■&d  build  thereon  a  suitable  iron  fence,  with  stone  base-- 

The  next  movement  for  anolher  burying-ground  wm 
March  6, 1837,  when  the  town  passed  the  following :  "  Voted 
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Arcr  r.riit:  rii-iz-ir: : z  ::  :iu»  L&sc.  the  committee 
rtconn^^ds^i  iz.  i"r«ij:d:z^ez:  cf  ie  ircre  plan ;  and.  Maxch 
10,  l'5ol-  tie  ::ti:  Tc:ed  :*:  b::ild  iz  ilns-house  on  said 
lud. 

J -J  It  19.  1^0 -2:  The  «-iject  came  t^fore  the  town;  and 
Mtwr*.  Georze  W.  Por:er,  I^z-i^r:  L.  Ells,  Paul  Curtis. 
John  B.  IfiO/.h,  and  Sanford  B.  Ferry,  were  chosen  a  coai- 
iriitU:«  "  to  purchase  land  for  a  cemetery."     These  gentlemen 
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tantmed  several  spots^  and  finally  recommended  one  owned 

f  Mr.  Edward  Brooks,  situated  nearly  opposite  the  head  of 
^ehase  Street,  in  West  Medford*  and  contmniug  tweWe 
Sres.  It  haa  a  varied  surface  of  hill,  valley,  and  plain  ;  is 
«11  covered  with  young  oaks  aud  beautiful  forest-trees ;  its 
»ii  is  dry,  and  not  liable  to  injury  from  rain  ;  the  absence  of 
tdges  will  make  digging  easy ;  and  its  retired  and  accessible 
Dsition  renders  it  peculiarly  fit  for  such  a  sacred  appropria- 
on.  The  committee  had  obtained  the  coasent  of  the  owner 
>  sell;  and  the  price  was  five  thousand  dollars*  They 
^commended  the  purchase ,  and  the  town  accepted  and 
dopted  their  report,  Aug,  16,  18552*  Thus  an  extensive  and 
eautiful  cemetery  is  secured  to  future  generations. 

The  committee  declilied  further  service ;  and  Messrs*  San- 
Brd  B*  Perry  J  Paul  Curtis,  Edmund  T*  Hastings,  George  T. 
ioodwin,  and  James  R  Turner,  were  chosen  to  attend  to  all 
irther  business  connected  with  the  subject-  March  7, 1853, 
Eie  town  instructed  the  committee  to  build  a  receiving-tomb, 
O  lay  out  roads  and  paths,  to  erect  fences,  and  n^ke  such  im- 
irovements  as  they  see  fit, 

Oct*  ISj  1853 ;  The  committee  made  their  first  report. 
Chey  recommended  that  it  be  called  Oak  Grove  Cemeteri, 
Imong  the  rules  and  regulations  are  the  foUowing :  — 

^  The  cemetery  sball  be  under  the  care  of  the  selectmen,  who 
iball  appoint  a  superintendent.  Any  citizen,  who  may  become  the 
iwner  of  a  lot,  myi^i  submit  to  the  conditions;  Fences  appropriate 
o  the  place  may  b«  built  to  enclose  lots.  No  lot  can  be  uied  for 
|ny  purpose,  except  the  burial  of  the  dead.  No  tree  shall  be  cut 
lown  without  the  consent  of  the  Cemetery  Committee*  Any 
imeral  monument  or  structure  may  be  erected,  except  a  tomb. 
Frees,  shrubs,  and  flowers  may  be  planted  and  cultivated.  Any 
improper  structure  or  offensive  inscription  shall  be  removed  by  the 
^mmittee.  No  tomb  shall  be  built  within  the  cemetery,  except  by 
ipedal  Tote  of  the  town*  No  burials  for  hire.  No  disinterment, 
ekcept  by  permission. 

**  The  town-clerk  ahall  be  clerk  of  the  Cemetery  Committee.  All 
leeds  shall  be  executed  in  behalf  of  the  town^  The  lots  shall  be 
Itpprtsed,  numbered,  and  recorded^  and  the  right  of  choice  sold  at 
public  auction.  Lots  may  afterwards  be  sold  by  the  selectmen* 
Duplicate  keys  of  the  gates  ajid  receiving- tomb  shall  be  kept  by 
"  e  oificers.  No  dead  body  shalJ  remain  in  the  receiving-tomb, 
unng  warm  weather,  more  than  twenty  days.  No  grave  for  any 
erson,  over  twelve  years  of  age,  shall  be  less  than  live  feet  deep. 

II  buriala  in  the  free  public  lot  shall  be  in  the  order  directed  by 

lo  eonunittee.     No  body  shall  be  disinterred  without  permission  of 
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the  committee.  No  carriage  shall  be  admitted  fnthin  the  [_ 
unless  by  permission,  or  when  accompanied  by  the  owner  oif  a  ki 
No  refreshments,  smoking,  unseemly  noise,  discharge  of  fii'e  aiMj 
or  disorderly  conduct,  allowed.  Vehicles  admitted  must  be  drina 
no  faster  than  a  walk.  All  writing  upon  or  defacing  of  stmetlMi ' 
all  breaking  of  trees  or  gathering  of  flowery  forbidden.  No  infi- 
vidual  shall  be  the  proprietor  of  more  than  two  lots.  The  town  of 
Medford  will  for  ever  keep  in  good  repair  the  fence,  gates,  carriage- 
ways, and  footpaths  of  the  cemetery,  and  make  a  secure  place  of 
burial  for  the  dead,  and  an  attractive  resort  for  the  living.** 

This  brief  abstract  of  the  report  of  the  committee  shows 
the  town  anxious  to  make  the  most  generous  appropriations 
for  this  sacred  and  cherished  object. 

March  6,  1854 :  The  town  accepte^and  adopted  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  direct  the  preparation  of  the 
cemetery  for  use.  The  items  of  their  bill  of  costs  will  suffi- 
ciently explain  the  very  beginning  of  the  noble  work.  They 
are  as  follows :  — 

Paid  for  land |5,000.00 

„     labor  on  streets 774.89 

„     receiving-tomb 359.10 

„     stone  widl  and  posts 715.63  ' 

„     sundries 280.98 

$7,i8aeo 

Due  Mr.  Wadsworth,  for  plan,  &C.  .  .  .  $275.00 
„  Denis  and  Roberts,  for  iron  gates  .  .  60.00 
„        N.  A.  Chandler,  for  work      ....      45.00 

$380.00 


$7,510.60 

The  place  was  solemnly  consecrated  by  religious  services, 
performed  within  the  enclosure,  Oct.  31,  1858 ;  and  then  the 
lots  were  offered  for  sale  at  public  auction.  Thirty-one  lots 
were  sold  on  the  first  occasion  for  $634.50 ;  and  the  highest 
price  given  for  choice  was  $15 ;  and  the  lowest,  $1.  The 
highest  price  fixed  upon  the  best  lots  was  $20 ;  and  the  lowest 
price  for  a  lot,  $5. 

February,  1855 :  The  whole  number  of  lots  sold  is  fifly- 
one ;  and  their  cost  was  $1,025. 

Several  who  bought  commenced  immediately  the  prepara- 
tion of  their  grounds,  and  erected  fences,  and  planted  flower- 
shrubs  and  evergreens.  Though  just  opened,  there  are 
already  indications  of  good  taste  and  costly  expenditure. 
We  trust  that  the  inhabitants  will  be  disposed  to  build  a 
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cfaapelj  of  Christian  architecturei  within  twenty  years ;  and 
•urronnd  the  land,  not  with  an  iron  fence,  but  a  granite  wIeJI^ 
eight  feet  high.  Medford  has  faithfully  performed  a  sacred 
duty  in  procuring  this  rural  cemetery.  The  place  must  ere 
long  become  populous ;  and,  as  one  after  another  goes  there 
to  claim  his  tenantry  in  the  dust  below,  may  each  sundying 
moumer  be  conf  forted  in  the  assurance,  that  mortality  ii  swaT- 
lowed  up  of  life! 


CHAPTER  XII. 
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We  trust,  that,  for  the  honor  of  Medford,  records  under  this 
head  will  not  be  found  numerous.  We  must  tell  the  whole 
truth,  let  honor  or  infamy  be  the  consequence ;  and  we 
regret  to  learn  that  our  plantation  was  so  soon  the  scene  of  a 
mortal  strife.  In  the  Colony  records,  we  thus  read,  Sept. 
88,  1630:  "A  jury  of  fifteen  were  impanelled,  concerning 
the  death  of  Austen  Bratcher"  (Bradshaw).  "Austen 
Bratcher,  dying  lately  at  Mr.  Cradock's  plantation,  was 
viewed  before  his  burial  by  divers  persons.  The  jury's  ver- 
dict :  We  find  that  the  strokes  given  by  Walter  Palmer  were 
occasionally  the  means  of  the  death  of  Austen  Bratcher ;  and 
so  to  be  manslaughter."  Palmer  was  bound  over  to  be  tried 
at  Boston  for  this  death ;  and,  on  the  9th  of  November,  the 
jury  bring  in  a  verdict  of  "  Not  guilty." 

At  a  court  held  at  Watertown,  March  8,  1631,  "Ordered 
that  Thomas  Fox,  servant  of  Mr.  Cradock,  shall  be  whipped 
for  uttering  malicious  and  scandalous  speeches,  whereby  he 
sought  to  traduce  the  court,  as  if  they  had  taken  some  bribe 
in  the  business  concerning  Walter  Palmer."  This  Thomas 
Fox  was  fined  four  times,  and  seems  to  have  been  possessed 
by  the  very  demon  of  mischief.  He  left  the  plantation  with- 
out his  benediction. 

June  14,  1631 :  "  At  this  court,  one  Philip  Radcliff,  a  ser- 
vant of  Mr.  Cradock,  being  convict,  ore  tenusy  of  most  foul, 
scandalous  invectives  against  our  churches  and  government. 
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was  ceoBUred  to  be  whipped,  lose  hifi  earsj  and  be 

the  plantation^  —  whicli   was    presently    execuied, 
sentence,  §o  worthy  of  DracOj  convinces  us  that  some  of 
early  judges  in  the  colony  were  men  who  had  baptised  ll 
passions  with  the  name  of  hoHnesij  and  then  fell  that  t1 
bad  a  right  to  murder  humanity  in  the  name  of  God. 

June  5,  1638 :  "  John  Smyth,  of  Meadfordj  for  swearing, 
being  penitent,  was  set  in  the  bilboea/* 

Oct.  4,  1638 :  *'  Henry  Collins  is  fined  five  BhiUtags  fix 
not  appearing  when  he  was  called  to  serve  upon  the  gnod 
jury/' 

Sept  S,  1639:  •*  Nicholas  Davison  (Mr,  Cradock's  agent), 
for  swearing  an  oathj  was  ordered  to  pay  one  pound ;  nWtk 
he  consented  unto." 

Nov.  14,  1644  ■  The  General  Court  order  that  all  B&ptisii 
shall  be  banished,  if  they  defend  their  doctrine, 

Nov.  4,  1646 ;  The  General  Court  decree  that  **  the  blas- 
phemer shall  be  put  to  death.'* 

May  ^B,  1647:  Roman  Catholic  priests  and  Jesuiti  an 
forbidden  to  enter  this  jurisdiction*  They  shall  be  banished 
on  their  first  visit  i  and,  on  their  second,  they  shall  be  put  U) 
deatk* 

**  Edward  Gould,  for  his  miscarriage,  ib  fined  one  pound," 

There  was  a  singular  persecution  of  the  Baptists  in  the 
early  times  among  us»  They  were  not  sufficiently  numerous 
to  be  formed  into  an  organized  society ;  and  yet  they  were 
so  skilful  in  defending  their  creed|  and  so  blameless  in 
their  daily  walk,  that  they  became  very  irritating  to  the 
covenant  Puritans  ;  and  some  wished  they  should  he  cropped ! 
In  April,  1667j  a  great  dispute  was  held  at  Boston  betwi 
them  and  the  CalvLnists.  Who  were  the  champions  in 
gladiatorial  encounter  we  do  not  know,  nor  where  victO: 
perched ;  but  we  have  proof  of  blind,  unchristian  persec 
tion,  which  stands  a  blot  on  the  page  of  history.  At 
**  Ten  Hills,'*  in  Mi  stick,  lived  a  servant  of  John  Wintlirop. 
jun*,  who  professed  the  Baptist  faith,  Mary  Gould,  his 
wife,  who  was  with  him  in  his  creed^  writes  to  John  Win* 
throp,  Jan.,  March  £3,  1669,  concerning  her  husband'i 
imprisonment  in  Boston  on  account  of  his  peculiar  faith. 
Whether  what  was  done  at  *'  Ten  Hills  "was  approved  it 
Medford  we  do  not  know ;  but  these  facts  tell  volumes  con* 
cerning  the  ideas,  principles,  and  practices  of  some  of  tha 
Puritan  Pilgrims  of  New  England. 


CRIMES    AND   PUNiaHMmNTa. 


433 


'  Zndi&tis  convicted  of  crime,  or  taken  prisoners  in  war, 
ere  iold  by  our  fathers  as  sUiTei  I 

June  14,  164^  :  **  If  parents  or  mastara  neglect  training  tip 
leir  children  in  leamingj  and  labor,  and  other  employmenta 
hicti  may  be  profitable  to  the  Commonwealth,  they  shall  be 
ifficientlv  punished  hy  fines  for  the  neglect  thereof/* 

Nov.  4^  1646:  The  General  Court  order:  — 

'^  If  a  man  have  a  rebellious  son,  of  sufficient  tige  and  understand- 
gj — ^h^f  sixteen,  —  which  will  not  obey  the  voice  of  hie  father  or 
e  Toice  of  hi^  mother,  iind  that,  when  they  have  chastened  him, 
ill  not  hearken  unto  them,  ihen  shall  hla  father  and  mother,  being 
I  natural  parentft^  by  hold  on  him,  and  bring  him  to  the  magis' 
0tes  assembled  in  court,  and  tei^tity  unto  them,  by  sufficient  evi- 
mce^  that  this  their  son  is  dtuhborn  and  rebellious,  and  will  not 
>ey  their  voice  and  chas^tisement,  hut  livea  in  sundry  notorious 
imes.     Such  a  son  shiill  be  put  to  death/' 

167£:  Our  ancestors  had  the  gag  and  Sucking-Hool  for 
gnale  scolds.  Such  persons  were  "to  be  gagged,  or  set  in 
ducking-stool,  and  dipped  over  head  and  ears  three  times,  in 
Cnne  con  cement  place  of  fresh  or  salt  water  ^  as  the  court 
dge  meet." 

"  Down  in  the  deep  the  ntcx)!  dc&oends  ; 
But  here,  at  Ersti  we  mUs  qui-  ends. 
She  motintfl  iM^ti^  and  rages  more 
Thfin  ever  Tixen  did  bctoru. 
So  Uirowing  i^nt^  on  the  fire 
Will  make  it  but  bum  up  the  higher* 
If  io>  my  friend,  prey  let  her  take 
A  second  turn  into  the  bke ; 
And,  rather  Iban  yout  patience  loee, 
Thrice  and  again  repeat  the  do»e*'* 

The  itocki  itood  in  the  centre  of  a  village.  The  offender 
.d  both  hands  and  both  feet  entrapped  between  two  boaJrda  ; 
tiietimefi  only  one  foot  and  one  hand. 
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The  whipping^mt  stood  n^ir  the  naeeting-liaiis*,  and  wn 
often  used  :  even  women  sufTered  the  iudigmty. 

Conspicuous  in  the  meetirsg-house  was  the  Miot^l  of  rijHmir 
anctf  on  which  moral  culprita  sat  daring  divine  service  hm! 
on  tecture-days.  Sometimes  they  wore  a  paper  cap,  on  wIik  n 
was  written  their  sin.  Wearing  a  halter  round  the  oeck  wu 
another  form  of  punishment.  The  pilhry  was  of^n  used; 
and  the  offender  was  saluted  by  the  boys  with  rotten  €gg«* 


mi  im 
of  G^ 

d  njm 


Military  offenders  were  obliged  to  ride  the  wooden  kontf 
or  rit  in  the  bilbaei.  Branding  on  the  forehead,  the  c&gtt 
and  the  gaUowi,  were  each  resorted  to,  according  to  die 
degrees  of  crime. 

The  Christian  sentiments  of  the  heart  are  outraged  by  thi 
shameless  exhibitions  and  cruelties  sometimes  witneited 
"  lecture-day."     What  a  transition,  —  from  the  altar  of 
to  the  public  whipping-post,  to  see  women  whipped 
the  bare  back !     This  was  teaching   Puritan  individu 
with  a  vengeance*  __ 

The  custom  of  whipping  did  not  cease  in  Medford  tiB 
17901 

8LAYERT. 

Our  fathers  held  slaves  in  Medford*     There  are  pe 
BOW  living  among  us  who  remember  slaves  in  their  fiimil 
They  were  treatedj  generally,  much  after  the  manner  of  cfc 
dren,     Africans  were  brought  to  this  colony  and  sold  among 
us,  for  the  first  time,  Feb.  S6, 1638.     In  1637,  Captain  Wil- 
liMn  Pierce  was  employed  to  cany  Pequot  captittM  and  sell 
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IB  the  West  Indies  1     On  his  return  from  Tortugaa, 

He    brought    home  a   cargo   of  cotton,  tobacco,  salti  and 
rQ€M  '* !     Slavery  was  thus  introduced  as  early  as  1638  ; 
in  1645,  the  General  Court  passed  this  noble,  this  truly 
ft,  order:  — 

^**  The  General  Court,  conceiving  tbemaelvee  boand  by  the  first 

pporlunity  to  bear  witness  against  the  heinous  and  crying  sm  of 
-stealings  as  al^o  to  prescribe  ^uch  timely  redress  for  what  is 
St,  and  Bueb  a  law  for  the  future^  as  may  sufficiently  deter  all 
bers  belotigiDg  to  us  to  have  to  do  in  such  vile  and  most  odious 
irses,  justly  abhorred  of  all  good  aDd  Just  meu^  do  order,  that 
ke  negro  interpreter,  with  others  unlawfully  taken ,  he,  by  the  tirst 
j>[>ortunity  (at  the  charge  of  the  country  for  the  present)^  sent  to 
is  native  country  of  Guinea,  and  a  letter  with  him  of  the  indig- 
nation of  the  court  thereabouts,  and  justice  thereof^  desiring  our 
'  onored  governor  would  please  put  thijj  order  into  execution," 

May  Wf  1644 :  Slaves  took  the  name  of  their  first  master* 
[John  Gore  is  granted  leave  to   set  his  servantj  Thomas 

eevesj  free,** 

Bespecting  taxes  on  black  servants^  we  have  the  subse- 
aent  items :  Each  of  them,  in  1694,  was  assessed  twelve- 
pence ;  from  1700  to  1719,  as  personal  estate;  1727,  each 
male  fifteen  pounds,  and  each  female  ten  pounds ;  from  1731 
■a  1776^  as  personal  property.  In  1701,  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston  gave  the  following  magnanimous  direction  :  "The 
bpresentatives  are  desired  to  promote  the  encouraging  the 
Dringing  of  white  servants,  and  to  put  a  period  to  negroes 

tfing  slaves/' 
Colonel  Royal  (Dec.  7,  1737)  petitions  the  General  Court, 
at,  having  latelj'"  arrived  from  Antigua,  he  has  with  him 
veral  slaves  for  his  own  use,  and  not  to  sell,  and  therefore 
prays  that  the  duty  on  them  be  remitted.  The  duty  was  four 
pounds  a  head*  This  petition  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  rests 
there  yet.  In  1781,  a  final  blow  was  given  to  slavery  in 
Massachusetts ;  and  in  this  the  inhabitants  of  Medford  una- 
mmoualy  rejoiced.  To  show  how  anxious  our  fathers  were 
to  prevent  all  abuse  of  an  existing  custom,  the  town  passed 
the  following  vote,  Aug.  4,  1718  :  "  Voted  that  every  inha- 
bitant of  this  town  (Medford)  shall,  when  they  buy  any  ser- 
at,  male  or  female,  be  obliged  to  acquaint  and  inform  the 
ectmen  of  said  town^  for  their  approbation/*  It  was  a 
led  law  with  our  facers,  that  "  no  man  ahall  hire  any 
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dmwe  for  ft  terrint  for  less  time  thmo  one  Teir,  tuiktsi  be  be 
a  settled  bonsekeep/' 

Men  sold  their  labor  for  a  certain  nnmlier  of  Tears^  or  lo 
pay  the  expenses  of  immigration;  and,  in  snch  cases^  were 
pometimes  c^Ied  slaves.  Referring  to  such  cases,  we  find 
the  following :  **  Ordered  that  no  servant  shall  be  «et  b^ 
or  have  any  lot,  antil  he  has  served  out  the  time  ooTe- 
naoted/' 

April  Ij  16S4,  the  General  Court  passed  an  order,  "  that  if 
any  boy  (that  liath  been  whipped  for  running  away  from  hi* 
master)  be  taken  in  any  other  plantation,  not  having  a  note 
from  his  master  to  testify  his  business  there.  It  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  constable  of  said  plantation  to  whip  him^and  Mod 
him  home/'  One  hundred  years  after  this  time^  oar  Med- 
ford  ancestors  found  themselves  willing  to  pass  the  follow- 
ing: — 

Sept  17, 1734 :  "  Toted  that  all  negro,  Indlaiiy  and  toulatto  ler* 
VttDts  diatare  found  abroad  without  leave,  and  not  in  their  masten' 
buiinees,  shall  l>e  taken  up  and  whipped,  ten  strijies  on  their  nake^ 
body,  by  any  freeholder  of  the  town,  and  be  curried  to  their  resp©^ 
tive  masters  ;  and  said  master  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  the  sum  of 
2f^  6^*  ID  money  to  said  person  that  shall  so  do>" 

This  vote,  we  presume,  must  have  been  imported  from 
Jamaica.     Did  ouj  progenitors  lo  learn  Christ  ?  g 

1680  :  "  There  are  as  many  (one  hundred  and  twenty)  Scots 
brought  hither  and  sold  for  servants  in  time  of  the  war  with 
England,  and  most  now  married  and  living  here,  and  about 
half  so  many  Irish  brought  hither  at  several  times  as  serrants/* 

Judge  Sewall,  of  Massachusetts,  June  22^  1716,  aajs,  ^' I 
essayed  to  prevent  negroes  and  Indians  being  rated  with 
horses  and  cattle,  but  could  not  succeed." 

No  cargoes  of  slaves  were  brought  into  Medford  ;  but  how 
many  cargoes  of  Medford  rum  went  to  Africa  and  the  West 
Indies,  and  were  returned  in  slaves  to  Carolina  or  Bhode 
Island,  we  cannot  say*  The  gentlemen  of  Medford  hiTt 
always  disclaimed  any  participation  in  the  slave-trade. 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter,  dated  Boston,  lltk 
January,  1759,  may  show  what  was  done  at  that  time*  It  ii 
as  follows :  — 

** Captain  William  Ellery.  Sir,  —  The  'Snow  tosar"  is  Mj 
loadiid  and  ec^uipped  for  &ea.  My  orders  are  to  you,  thatyofi  efDhnn:* 
the  first  laTorable  opportuni^  of  wind  and  weather^  and  pfooeed  lo 
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the  coast  of  Africa  ;  touching  first,  if  you  think  proper,  at  Senegal, 
where,  if  jon  find  encouragement,  you  may  part  with  euch  part  of 
your  cargo  as  you  can  sell  to  your  liking,  and  then  proceed  down 
tile  coast  to  such  ports  or  places  as  you  judge  best  to  dispose  of 
your  cargo  to  advantage,  so  as  to  purchase  a  cargo  of  two  hundred 
slares,  with  which  you  are  to  proceed  to  South  Carolina,  unless  a 
peace  fihould  hapiieo,  or  a  good  opportunity  of  coming  off  with  a 
man^f-war,  or  some  vessel  of  tbrce,  for  the  West  Indies.  In  that 
case,  I  would  recommend  the  Island  of  St  Christopher's,  heing 
liandy  to  St.  Etistatia's,  for  the  sale  of  your  slaves.  Buy  no  girls, 
and  few  women ;  but  buy  prime  boys  and  young  men.  As  you 
have  had  of\en  the  eare  of  slaves,  so  I  think  it  needless  to  say  much 
upon  that  head  in  regard  to  keeping  them  well  secured  and  a  con- 
stant watch  over  them. 

**  Your  cargo  Is  good,  and  well  assorted.  Your  rum,  I  make  no 
doubt,  will  hold  out  more  than  it  was  taken  in  for ;  having  proved 
Home  to  liold  out  more  than  the  gauge.  As  you  have  guns  and  men, 
I  doubt  not  yon'U  make  a  good  use  of  them  if  required.  Bring 
some  of  the  slaves  this  way,  if  not  too  late* 

"  I  am,  with  wishing  you  health,  success^  and  happiness,  your 
assured  friend  and  owner,  *  •," 

One  article  of  the  outward  cargo  stands  on  the  account 
thus :  '*  Eighty-two  barrels^  six  hogsheads,  and  six  tierces  of 
New  England  rum  ;  thirty-three  barrels  best  Jamaica  spirits  ; 
thirty -three  barrels  of  Barbadoes  rum  ;  twenty-five  pair  pis- 
tols ;  two  casks  musket -ball ;  one  chest  of  band -arms ;  twenty- 
five  cutlasses." 

The  retutii  cargo  is  recorded  thus :  "In  the  hole,  on  board 
of  the  '  Snow  CEesar/  one  hundred  and  fifty- three  adult 
ftlayes^  and  two  children/* 

The  following  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  captain's  running- 
account,  in  his  purchiise  of  slaires,  while  on  the  coast  of 
A£rica,  copied  by  us  from  the  original  manuscript :  — 
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How  will  the  above  read  in  the  capital  of  Liberia  two 
hundred  years  hence? 
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tfter  his  decease,  sent  back  to  their  own  conntry  the  greater 
part  of  the  Malays,  retaining  only  three  or  four  of  them  for 
domestic  service.     Among  these  waa  a  youth  named  Ca?sar, 
who  was  master  of  the  tailor^a  trade,  and  made  all  the  clothes 
af  the  fiimily,  thiee  of  the  children  being  boys*     He  worked 
not  only  for  his  mistress,  but  was  permitted  by  her  to  do  jobs 
iu  other  families^ ;  and,  being  quick  and  docile,  he  became  a 
gemeral  favorite.  But,  in  the  Esnmmer  of  1805,  Mrs.  Andriesse 
was  induced  to  return  to  Batavia,  having  received  the  offer  of 
m  free  pasaage  for  herself  aad  family  in  one  of  Mr.  David 
SearsV  vesseb,  and  having  ascertained,  that^  if  she  returned, 
her   boys   might    be    educated  there  at  the  expense  of  the 
Dutch  government,  and  she  herself  would  be  entitled  to  a 
pension.     All  her  serviuits  returned  with  her,  except  Cfe^ar, 
Be  was  sold  to  a  son  of  old  Captain  Ingraham,  who  resided 
I  the  South,  and  owned  a  plantation  there.     Whether  his 
alstress  thus  disposed  of  him  for  her  own  advantJige,  or  be- 
ftuse  he  w*as  unwilling  to  return  to  his  own  country,  cannot 
iOW  be  ascertained.     In  process  of  time,  four  or  five  years 
iler wards,  Mr.  Ingraham  came  on  from  the  South  to  visit 
m  aged  father,  bringing  with  him  his  '  boy '  Ctesar,  who  left 
lehind  a  wife  and  two  children.     Csesar  renewed  acquaint- 
ice  with  bis  former  friends,  and  expressed  a  decided  pre* 
rence,  for  the  freedom  of  the  North  over  all  the  blessings 
hich  he  had  enjoyed  at  the  South.     They  were  not  slow  to 
iform  him  that  he  might  be  a  free  man  if  he  chose ;  and  he 
iccordingly  attempted  to  escipe  fiom  his  master*     But,  not 
lavtog  laid  his  plan  with  sufficient  skill,  he  was  overtaken  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  town,  on  his  way  to  Wobum,  and 
dosely  buckled  into  a  chaise  by  Mr.  Ingraham,  who  intended 
lo  drive  into  Boston  with  him,  and  lodge  him  on  board  the  ves- 
1  which  was  to  convey  both  of  them  home*    Caesar,  however, 
had  a  trusty  friend  in  Mr,   Nathan   Wait,  the  blacksmith, 
who  had  promised  in  no  extremity  to  desert  him  ;  and  as  the 
haise  i-eached  Medford  Bridge,  upon  the  edge  of  which 
tood  Mr.  Wait*s  smithy,  he  roared  so  lustily  that  Mr.  Wait 
rang  out  of  his  shop,   hot  from  the  anvil,  and,  standing 
fore  the  horse,  sternly  forbade   the  driver  from  carrying  a 
ee  man  into  slavery*     Being  ordered  to  mind  his  own  busi- 
i,  he  indignantly  shook  his  fist  at  Mr.  Ingraham,  and  re- 
torted, that  he  would  hear  from  him  again  in  a  manner  lesg 
acceptable,      A  generd  commotion  then  ensued  among  Cm- 
sar'a  friends,  and  they  included  many  of  the  most  respecta- 
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ble  citizens  in  the  whole  town.  AppTehensums  were 
tained  that  he  would  be  secreted,  and  that  his  puniieri 
be  subjected  to  a  long,  and  perhaps  fruitless,  search.  la 
those  days,  one  dailv  coach  maintained  the  chief  inteiuNUM 
between  Boston  and  Medford.  Accordingly,  on  the  < 
of  this  memorable  day,  Mr.  Ingraham  was  one  of  the 
sengers  who  happened  to  be  returning  to  Medford. 
unguarded  whisper  to  his  next  neighbor, '  I  have  him 
now  on  shipboard,'  chanced  to  be  overheard  by  some 
who  speeded  the  intelligence  to  Caesar's  friends.  Their  oourse 
then  became  clear.  Mr.  Wait  instantly  obtained  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State  the  requisite  authority  and  oflieeni 
proceeded  to  the  vessel,  and  brought  off  Caesar  in  triumph. 
Great  pains  were  taken  by  Mr.  Ingraham  to  ascertain  the 
names  of  the  eavesdropping  ladies  who  had  betrayed  hb 
counsel;  but  Mr.  Wyman,  the  long-approved  Medford  tltagt' 
driver,  was  visited  on  the  occasion  by  a  convenient  shortnesi 
of  memory,  which  wholly  disqualified  him  from  recollecting 
who  were  his  female  passengers  that  evening ;  *  women,'  ss 
he  afterwards  added  when  telling  the  story,  ^  never  liking  to 
be  dragged  into  court.'  Redress  by  law  was  vainly  at- 
tempted by  the  master.  The  case  was  tried,  first  at  Cam- 
bridge, in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  then  by  appeal, 
at  Concord ;  large  numbers  of  witnesses  being  summoned 
from  Medford.  Caesar  worked  at  his  trade  in  Medford  seve- 
ral years  with  great  approbation,  and  afterwards  removed  to 
Woburn,  where  he  married  again,  and  was  called  Mr.  Ander- 
son.    He  died  in  middle-age." 

Medford  was  the  first  town  in  the  United  States  that  res- 
cued a  fugitive  slave.  The  antislavery  movement  of  onr 
day  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  effectual  agencies  ever 
witnessed.  It  has  waked  up  the  nation  to  the  injustice  and 
moral  evil  of  involuntary  bondage ;  and  Medford  has  its  fuU 
share  of  intelligent,  persevering,  and  Christian  opposers  of 
the  slave-system.  Advocates  of  the  system  we  have  none. 
The  Rev.  John  Pierpont  and  the  Rev.  Caleb  Stetson  early 
became  devoted  and  able  lecturers  in  the  field ;  and,  if  a  fugi- 
tive slave  should  now  reach  Medford,  there  would  be  fifty 
Nathan  Waits  to  shelter  and  comfort  him. 
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To  this  claas  of  mifortunate§  every  Chriatian  heait  should 
,  with  sympathy^  and  desire  to  become  a  Howard  to  them, 
sad  iadeed  it  is  to  be  left  to  the  bleak  mercy  of  the 
%d*  That  proTOious  for  the  poor  increase  the  poor,  there 
be  no  doubt ;  yet^  after  all  due  allowances  are  made,  the 
ct  is  that  there  are  the  imbecile,  the  unfortunate,  the  widow^ 
and  the  fatherless,  who  come  to  extreme  want  without  much 
£iult  on  their  part.  The  virtuoui  poor  should  always  be 
separated  from  the  vicious.  To  force  them  into  familiar  in- 
tercourse is  cruelty  and  wickedness*  Indigent  persons,  sup- 
ported by  public  charge,  were  known  but  in  the  smallesl 
numbers  to  our  early  ancestors.  When  a  case  of  extreme 
want  occurred,  it  was  provided  for  by  private  charity.  There 
seemed  to  be  a  settled  resolve  of  the  Pilgrims  that  they  would 
not  have  here  the  poverty  and  the  alms-houses  they  had  left 
behind  them.  In  Med  ford  was  illustrated  these  remarks  as 
early  as  June  6,  1637^  when  we  find  the  following  vote  con- 
cerning a  resident  here;  ** Whereas  John  BinJield  died, 
leaving  two  children  undisposed  of|  the  charge  of  the  one 
is  ordered  to  be  defrayed  by  Mr.  Cradock,  he  having  the 
goods  of  the  deceased,  the  other  child  being  disposed  of  by 
the  countrj%**  We  see  from  this  that  the  poor  belonged  to 
the  whole  colony,  and  **  the  country  disposed  of  them." 
The  care  of  our  forefathers  to  keep  pure  may  be  seen  in 

F^^B  following  vote :  — 
"  March  4,  1685  :  The  selectmen  shall  be  empowered  to  prevent 
y  person  from  coming  into  the  town  that  may  be  auspicious  of 
rden  or  damage  to  said  town.'* 
This  vote  of  Medford  looked  at  a  case  then  existing,     April 
Ij  1685,  the  selectmen  protest  as  follows :  — 

"  Whereas  Will  mm  B  urges,  of  Cambridge,  hath  lately  iatruded 
bimiielf,  with  hia  family,  into  the  town  of  Meadford^  contrary  to  law, 
without  the  approbation  of  the  town  or  townsmen,  and  he  having 
been  warned  to  be  gone,  and  yet  continues  in  said  town  without 
liberty,  we,  as  selectmen,  do  herebj,  in  behalf  of  said  town,  proteit 
against  him^  said  William  Burgos,  and  bis  familj,  as  being  aa^  legal 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Mead  ford/* 

The  first  person  who  threw  himself  on  the  charity  of  Med- 
ford, and  caused  legislation  in  the  town,  was  John  Itlan,  who 
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fieemed  a  staiidiiig  irritant  to  the  parsimoniouB^  and  a  ooajj- 
nieat  whetstone  to  wits. 

•*  Seven  dtiea  bow  c^intend  for  Homer  dead* 
Through  which  the  living  Homor  begged  his  breftd/' 

Whether  any  thing  of  this  sort  happened  to  John  M»nt  wt 
do  not  know  ;  but  we  do  know  that  Cambridge  aaid  Med- 
ford  did  "  contend  "  stoutly  that  the  **  liring  "  man  did  mt 
belong  to  them.  When  the  question  of  habitancy  arose,  the 
justice  of  the  King's  Court  would  cite  the  towns  interests 
in  the  case,  and  require  from  them  the  fullest  proofs  in  eve 
particular ;  and,  when  a  town  got  rid  of  a  pauper,  it  seemti 
to  call  forth  a  general  thanksgiving*  The  final  decision  ga? 
the  pauper  in  this  case  to  Medford ;  and,  in  1709,  the  town 
passed  a  vote  "  to  put  him  to  board  at  Samuel  Polly's,  ~ 
three  shillings  a  week.'*  But  tlieir  beneficiary  must  ha^ 
something  more  than  board ;  therefore  we  soon  find  the  to« 
furnishing  "  one  coat  for  John  Man,  £  L134.;  one  pair  of  sto 
ings,  4*."  That  his  clothes  wore  out,  we  have  record-pr  _ 
in  the  following  item  ;  "  Oct,  2T,  1713  :  Voted  a  pair  of  leather 
breeches,  a  pair  of  shoes  and  stockings,  to  John  Man,"  17 18 : 
Voted  to  defend  the  town  against  vagrants,  and  to  prerent 
their  coming  to  rest  in  it.  Paupers  coming  npon  the  town  W€ 
thought  to  be  like  angels'  visits  only  in  one  respect,  —  the 
were  "  few  and  far  between/'  Another  is  introduced  to  o| 
notice  in  the  following  record  t  April  S5,  17^8 :  Voted 
support  the  widow  WilUs  as  we  have  done,  "  she  being  tuofl 
than  ordinarily  troublesome/'     Ten  pounds  were  voted. 

Dec.  3, 1737 :  "  Voted  that  the  town  will  not  choose  ore 
seers  of  the  poor."     For  many  succeeding  years,  Medfof^ 
took  the  same  care  of  its  poor  as  did  other  towns.     It  wm\ 
common  custom  to  board  them  in  private  families,  at 
lowest  rates,  allowing  such  families  to  get  what  work  out  < 
them  they  could.     Accordingly,  at  the  March  meeting  eiicli 
year,  the  "  poor  were  set  up  at  auction,"  and  went  to 
iQwtii  bidder.     In  1799,  the  town  voted  to  pay  for  the  schc 
ing  of  all  the  poor  children  at  a  woman's  sehooL     They  hii 
always  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  the  public  school  like  othir 
children* 

Thomas  Seccomb,  Esq*,  who  died  April  15,  1773,  gara  1 
his  will  some  money  to  the  town  of  Medford.     The  amoQ 
was  increased  by  a  donation  from  his  widow,  till  it  rea 
the  sum  of  £133.  6#.  8rf.  (lawful  moneyj,  which 
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!  to  -£100  sterling  of  English  currency.  The  interest  only 
to  be  distributed  annual iy  among  the  most  necessitous. 
It  was  common  to  impri^oa  the  poor  debtor*     July  16, 
|f70,  the  towa  voted  to  give  security  to  the  high-sheriffi  and 

s  release  Nathaniel  Francis  from  jaiL 
I  When  the  town  bought  their  first  alms-house,  the  num- 
of  paupers  lessened,  because  there  were  some  who  would 
submit  to  bmug  connected  with  such  a  house,  imd  some 
would  not  associate  with  such  a  mixture*  The  pauper- 
therefore,  was  smaller.  When,  in  1813,  the  new  brick 
use  was  built,  and  afterwards  so  admirably  managed,  the 
earoings  of  the  inmates  were  euougb  to  lessen  the  poor-tax 
nearly  one-half  The  cost  that  year  was  (1,010.25  ;  which 
b  fifty  per  cent  less,  proportionally,  than  the  expenses  before 
an.  alms-house  was  used.  This  may  help  to  explain  a  state- 
ment in  the  report  of  a  committee  on  town-expenses  in  1815, 
when  they  say,  "  The  revenue  of  the  town  has,  fortunately, 
been  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  its  expenditures/*  The 
males  in  the  alms-house  ware  put  to  mending  our  highways. 
The  keeper  of  the  house  and  the  surveyor  directed  their 
labors  ;  and  It  took  them  most  of  their  time  to  accomplish 
the  whole  work.  In  1830,  they  did  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
one  days'  labor  on  the  public  roads ;  and  the  cost  of  each 
pauper's  support  then  was  seventy-eight  and  one-half  cents 
per  week* 

In  1837,  a  proposition  was  made  to  purchase  some  land 
atUched  to  that  then  owned  by  the  town  near  the  alms-house* 
After  mature  deliberation,  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  re- 
ferred reported  against  the  measuie. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  new  house  in  185^,  the  town's 
poor  have  not  increased,  though  every  good  care  is  taken  of 
them  which  their  circumstances  require.  The  town  of  Med- 
ford  has  always  selected  some  of  iu  best  citizens  to  oversee 
and  regulate  the  management  of  the  poor ;  and  they  have 
performed  their  duties  with  commendable  sympathy  and  dis- 
€fetion> 

The  nearness  of  the  alms-house  to  the  places  of  public 
worship  has  rendered  special  religious  services  at  the  house 
la»s  imperative.  Whenever  there  has  been  a  call  for  extra 
lervice,  it  has  been  immediately  performed  by  some  clergy- 
man of  the  town.  A  series  of  sermons  was  preached  at  the 
iiouse,  each  settled  minister  taking  his  turn.  Similar  services 
ihould  be  bad  during  each  winter. 
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The  amount  paid  by  the  town  for  support  of  the 
from  Feb.  15,  1854,  to  Feb-  15,  1855,  was  13,571.861 
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Medford  bears  its  e offering  testimony  to  the  effects 
terrible  tornado  of  Aug.  32,  1851.     Such  extensile  de«trtt6>~ 
tion  of  property  from  such  a  cause  has  neTcr  before  been 
witnessed  in  this  State.     At  a  meeting  of  citizens,  Aug.  SS, 
the  following  votes  were  passed  :  — 

'*  Voted  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  ftppraiie  da- 
mages^ 

"  Voted  that  Cjorham  Brooks,  Charles  Caldwell,  FrankliQ  Ftldii 
Albert  Smith,  and  Jeremiah  Gilson,  constitute  the  commiUee* 

"  Voted  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  consider  the  ci 
stances  of  the  sufferers,  and  report  cases  (if  any)  where  charitj 
deemed  necessary. 

'^  Voted  that  the  committee  be  authorised  to  communicate  wixh 
similar  committ(?es  from  other  towns,  in  relation  to  the  publicfttMS 
of  the  resuks  of  their  investigations* 

*^  Voted  that  Rev.  Charles  Brooks  be  a  committee  to  collect  mai 
arrange  the  facts  in  reference  to  science*" 

The  amount  of  individual  losses,  as  estimated  by  the  com- 
mittee,  is  as  follows  :  — 

Edward  Brooks — Bam      >     ,     .     p    ,    . W 

J  Estate  belonging  to  T.  P,  Smith  and  others  —  Butldingt^ 
tSOO;  fniit-treea,  ^600;  carriages,  $75;  vegetables,  $10     9W 

Charles  Rolline  — Two  dwelling-houses,  unfinished,  which 
Mr.  Rolling  was  building  by  contract,  both  entirely  demo- 
liabed,  including,  in  one  case,  the  cellar  wall.  One  of  these 
buildings  was  on  the  property  belonging  to  T.  P.  Smith  and 
others,  $4,320;  the  other  was  for  the  Rev,  Mn  Haakiii% 
$1,450 ,    ,     .     .5,77a 

House  building  by  J,  F.  Edward,  on  property  belonging  to 
T*  P,  Smith  and  others ,     .      U 

Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  Company  —  Freight  eajr  blown 
from  track,  and  buildings  injured *     ,     *     .      40 

J,  M*  Ueber^  Buildings,  $442;  fruit-trees,  $30 ;  fruit;  or^ 
namental  tree  (Ikorse-ehestnut),  $50  .     ,    , 53S 

L.  B.  Usher  ^Buildings,  $50;  fruit-trees  and  &iut,  $58 1 
omameDtal  trees  (elm  in  road,  and  horse-chestnut),  SlOO  ,     106 

Heirs  of  Leonard  Bueknam  —  Buildings  and  fences,  $450 1 
fruit-trees,  $25  .*...,,,,,.,,,.     475 
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M.  Sanford  —  Fence,  $10;  vegetables,  $5;  furnitare  and 

dothing^  $150;  carriages,  $75 /    .$240 

T.  Natter  —  Vegetables,  $5 ;  furniture  and  clothing,  $400  405 

\  Wyatt  —  BuUdings,  $250 ;  fruit-trees,  $150 ;  fruit,  $10  410 
Dum  of  Medford  —  Buildings  (school  and  poorhouse  fences, 

fcc),  $410 ;  ornamental  trees,  $50 ;  fruit-trees,  $50     .     .  510 
^06orge  £.  Harrington  —  Buildings,  $30;  fruit-trees,  $50; 

finnC,  $8 88 

Vweland— Fruit-trees,  $150;  fruit,  $12 162 

>  Jm  Fitzgerald  (house  slightly  damaged). 
l^lhnmielTeel,  Jan.  — Buildings,  $800;  fruit-trees,  $200;  fruit, 

T^^bles,  and  hay,  $61 ;  wagons,  furniture,  &c,  $120    .  1,181 

George  Caldwell  — House,  $25;  fruit-trees,  $20     ....  45 
''Ceofge  F.  Lane  —  Buildings,  $600 ;  fruit-trees,  $250 ;  vege- 

t«ble8,$16 866 

tHionias  Huffmaster  —  BuUdings,  $275;   fruit-trees,  $500; 

fruit  and  com,  $45 820 

WelliDgton  Russell  —  Clothing  and  furniture 25 

E.  T.  Hastings—  Fences,  $d0  ;  fruit-trees,  $100 ;  fruit,  $20  150 

J.  B.  Hatch  —  Fences,  $5 ;  fruit-trees,  $75 ;  fruit,  $25    .     .  105 

Halhaniel  Tracy  —  Fence 10 

John  W.  Hastings  —  House  and  fence 25 

Rer.  John  Pierpont  —  Buildings,  $500 ;  fruit-trees,  $100     .  600 
Heirs  of  Jonathan  Brooks  —  Buildings  and  fences,  $677 ; 
fruit-trees,  $500;  ornamental  trees,  $200;  fruit,  vegeta- 

IJes,  and  hay,  $80;  carriages  and  hay-rack,  $175     .    .     •  1,682 

Alfred  Brooks  —  Buildings,  $350 ;  fruit-trees,  $100  .      .    .  450 
Noah  Johnson  —  Buildings,  $445;  hay  and  grain  in  bam, 

$40 ;  ox-wagon  and  farming-tools,  $42 527 

James  Wyman  —  Fmit-trces 80 

Moses  Pierce  —  House 25 

John  V.  Fletcher  —  House,  $25 ;  fruit-trees,  $20  ...     .  45 

Joaeph  Swan  —  Fmit-trees 20 

P.  C.  Hall-^Frait-trees,  $920;  ornamental  trees,  $50;  frait, 

$80 1,050 

Jonathan  Porter  —  Frait-trees,  $75 ;  fruit,  $85 110 

William  Roach— Fmit-trees 25 

Dudley  Hall.— Frait-trees 25 

Samuel  Kidder  —  Buildings,  $50  ;  fmit-trees,  $400 ;  orna- 
mental trees,  $50 500 

Thatcher    R.    ^ymond  —  Fmit-trees,   $100 ;   omamental 

trees,  $100;  fences,  $10.     .     / 210 

John  A.  Page  —  Fmit-trees,  $150 ;  omamental  trees,  $50 ; 

fences,  $50 250 

Russell  —  Omamental  trees 150 

Orchard  (East  of  AndoverTumpike) 40 

$18,768 
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Loss  of  property  in  West  Cambridge^  |^3,606-  In  Wal- 
tham,  $4,U00. 

The  other  report  of  factSj  in  their  relatiOE  ;o  science,  fills 
forty  p^es  of  the  little  pamphlet  which  iras  publisheil  Oct 
SO,  185L  It  will  not  be  republished  here,  but  rsmf  he  foimd 
among  the  papers  of  the  Smithsonian  Instituie.  ^h 

The  tornado  commenced  about  five  o'clock,  P.M*,  in  Way^H 
land,  passed  through  Waltham  and  West  Cambridge,  and 
entered  Med  ford  a  few  rods  south  of  "  Wear  Bridge.*'  From 
that  point  it  moved  west  by  south  to  east  by  north,  and  kept 
this  line  till  it  ceased  in  Chelsea.  The  report  describes  the 
following  facts:  Direction;  centre  i  form;  width;  speed; 
power  ;  directions  in  which  trees  and  vegetables  were  thrown  ; 
directions  in  which  buildings  were  thrown  j  absence  of  whirl  | 
miscellaneous  items ;  personal  injunes  and  death*  The  re- 
port closes  thus  :  — 

"  I  must  pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  people  of  Medford 
were  suiferers  by  this  visitation*     Ont  and  all  have  sustained  thmr^ 
loAsee,  met  their  disappointment^t  and  b^rne  their  sorrows,  with  i 
true  Christian  heroism^  worthy  of  all  honor*     They  see  in  the  event 
an  extraordinary  exhibition  of  a  great  jaw  of  nature^  and  they  boir 
subiaijssive  to  nattire^s  GoD.*^ 
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Medford  is  protected  from  storms  which  come  from  the 
north  and  west  by  the  range  of  hills  called  "Rocks*"  It 
lies  exposed  to  the  easterly,  and  especially  to  the  south-east* 
erly,  winds "  and,  from  these  quarters,  it  suffers  more  than 
some  of  its  neighbors*  Snow-storms^  coming  from  the  86% 
are  apt  to  end  in  rain ;  and  our  nearness  to  the  ocean  pire* 
vents  the  snow  descending  in  that  quiet  way  which  is  so 
common  in  the  ioterion     [See  remarks  on  Climate.^ 

Against  freshets,  Medford  is  particularly  well  guarded* 
The  hilly  portions  have  brooks  sufficient  to  carry  off  into  the 
river  any  extra  quantity  of  water  that  may  come  from  long 
rains  or  meltitig  snows.  The  parts  most  exposed  are  thodeJ 
on  a  level  with  the  banks  of  the  river;  and,  when  violent i 
south-east  winds  occur  during  spring -tides,  the  river  rises  to 
a  dangerous  height.  A  few  times  within  a  ceaturyi  damageft 
have  come  from  this  cause. 
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F0T  the  first  two  hiiodred  years  of  our  settlement,  there 

;re  yerj  few  fires,  and  those  few  were  mostly  in  the  woods, 

le  Indians  had  been  used  to  clearing  their  planting-fields 

the  summary  process  of  burning  ^  aud  they  occasional ly 

^hted  a  fire  without  regard  to  bounds  or  proprietorship, 

more  than  two  bmldings  have  been  burned  at  the  same 

lUl  quite  recently ;  hut,  within  the  last  ten  years,  it 

seemed  as  if  former  exemptions  were  to  be  cancelled 

japidly  increasing  alarms  and  widely  extended  conflagra- 

The  deepest  shade  of  sorrow  is  added  to  this  calamity 

feet  that  the  fires  were  sometimes  the  work  of  incen- 

leSt     Several  peaceable  and  excellent  citizens  have  thus 

it  their  barns  at  seasons  when  those  barns  were  most  full 

nd  most  needed.     The  incendiary  is  truly  a  child  of  helL 

The  parts  of  the  Town  House  which  were  destroyed  by  two 
eparate  fires  were  restored  without  much  expense  to  the 

The  greatest  and  most  distressing  conflagration  that  ever 
£cunred  in  Medford  was  on  the  night  of  the  ^2Ul  of  No- 

mber,  1&50.     It  destroyed  every  building,  on  Main  Street 

d  its  neighborhood^  which  stood  between  the  bridge  and 
buth  Street.  The  number,  including  dwelling-houses, 
Workshops,  and  bams,  was  thirty-six.  It  commenced  in 
the  old  tavern  barn,  at  the  north-west  comer  of  the  settle- 
ment, when  the  wind  was  blowing  a  gale  from  that  quarter  ; 
^id  it  spread  with  such  speed  as  to  prevent  all  passage  over 
the  bridge  from  the  north,  where  ten  or  fifteen  engines  were 
collected,  waiting  for  the  first  opportunity  for  duty.  There 
wms  but  one  engine  north  of  the  bridge.  If,  instead  of  a 
large  bam,  the  first  building  burned  had  been  a  dwelling- 
house,  or  if  the  wind  had  been  at  any  other  point,  the  terrible 
destruction  might  have  been  stayed ;  but,  as  every  circum- 
stance favored  the  spread  of  the  flames,  their  progress 
seemed  like  lightning  ;  and  they  appeared  to  leap  with  frantic 
fury  from  one  building  to  another,  as  a  starving  man  rushes 
to  devour  the  first  food  within  his  reach.  Before  two  o'clock, 
the  whole  district  was  in  ashes.  It  must  have  gone  farther, 
had  not  engines  from  towns  south  of  us  arrived,  and  a  few 
engines  from  the  north  been  ferried  across  the  river  in  scows, 

ineteen  engines  were  present ;  and  every  fireman  and  citi- 
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am  did  lut  utmosL  Next  to  the  suflkrings  of  those  penoft- 
allr  intemted  in  the  losses  of  the  conflagration,  were  tho» 
of  the  neighbors  and  firemen  who  were  stopped  on  the  noitk 
side  of  the  bridge,  and  who  saw  no  way  of  going  to  tb 
relief  of  their  firiends  bnt  by  rushing  throogh  sheets  of  in. 
If  there  be  acute  agonr  on  earth,  it  is  in  witnessing  cakiih 
ties  and  pains  which  we  hare  the  wish,  but  not  the  pom, 
to  relieve. 

The  deprirations  and  exposures  consequent  upon  such  t 
catastrophe  cjud  better  be  imagined  than  described.  ETecf 
heart  and  huxd  in  Medferd  were  ready  to  administer  reUef; 
and  all  was  done  for  the  sufferers  that  an  active  sympaftli|y 
could  $tt$»^Nit«  Before  the  first  bam  was  consumed,  couries 
were  »ent  to  the  neighboring  towns ;  and  the  firemen  in  esck 
one  answered  with  prc^mptitude,  and  arrived  in  season  to 
arrest  the  devastation.  The  amount  of  insurance  on  ths 
building  wa$  in  manv  cases  small ;  and  losses  fell  on  those 
who  could  very  ill  afford  them.  $1,335  were  immediately 
raised  by  subscription  in  Medford,  and  distributed  by  a  c 
mittee  to  the  grvatest  sufferers  among  the  poor.  To  the  honor 
of  the  sutTeren  be  it  said,  they  met  the  waste  of  thoir 
property,  the  deran^ment  of  their  business,  and  the  suspm- 
sion  of  their  comforts,  with  firmness  and  patience.  Before 
the  ruins  h^i  ceased  to  smoulder,  the  sounds  of  shovel, 
hammer*  and  trowel  announced  the  work  of  reconstruction; 
and,  before  two  years  h:id  passed,  a  new  village.  Phoenix-like, 
had  risen  out  of  the  ashes  of  the  old. 

The  Committee  of  Investigation  chosen  to  estimate  the 
losses  examineil  each  case :  anil  their  report  was  $36,000, 
at\er  all  insuran^vs  were  deducted.  Abou:  half  of  the  pro- 
perty was  insured. 

This  cv>utlagration  convinced  the  town  that  another  bridge 
across  the  river  is  a  necessity :  and  we  wish  it  had  secured 
the  straighteuiug  of  Main  Street,  on  the  east,  from  the  bridge 
to  Short  Street. " 

At  the  moment  (^ March  6,  ISoo^  that  we  chronicle  the 
sad  events  above,  we  hear  that  the  school-house  in  Park 
Street  is  in  ruins.  It  took  fire  this  morning,  while  the 
children  were  in  it ;  and,  being  of  wood  and  exposed  to  a 
high  wind,  it  was  soon  consumed.  The  children  were  kept 
from  dangerous  alarm,  and  therefore  left  the  house  in  safety. 
The  buildiug  was  insured  for  one  thousand  dollars. 
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In  Medford,  there  were  fewer  **  lands  common  "  than  m 
pther  towns*     The  making  of  fences  was  diiBcult  at  first ; 
nd  the  **  pound  '*  came  early  into  use.     It  was  placed  so  near 
stream  of  water  as  to  allow  the  cattle  in  it  to  drink.    Where 
first  one  in  Med  ford  was  placed,  we  know  not.     The 
St  record  is  as  follows ;  *— 

'Feb,  25^  1684:  At  a  general  meeting  of  tbe  mhabitants,  John 
ittnore  granted  a  piece  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  town,  for  the 
ettiag  up  of  a  pound ;  which  land  lie^  on  the  sottth-east  of  John 
liiimore*^  land,  Ijing  near  John  Bradsbaw*^  house,  and  i*  bounded 
nth  on  John  Bradshaw,  and  eaat  upon  the  country  road.  At  the 
ae  meetings  the  m habitants  agreed  to  set  up  a  pound  on  the  land 
foresaid.'' 

April  £8,  1684:  "Thomas  WUlis  was  choson  to  keep  the 
own's  pound ;  and  said  pound-kcpp«*r  shall  have,  for  pound- 
twopence  per  head  for  horses  and  alao  neat  cattle ;  one 
enny  for  each  hog  ;  and,  for  sheep,  after  the  rate  of  sutpence 
er  score/' 

This  answered  all  purposes  until  May  15,  1758,  when  the 
awn  TO  ted  ''to  build  a  new  pound  with  stone/*  This  was 
l^uilt  accordingly,  and  placed  on  the  west  side  of  the  *'  Wo- 
burn  Road,"  six  or  eight  rods  north  of  Jonathan  Brooks't 
^^ieJ  in  West  Medford,  Mr.  Samuel  Beeves,  whose  house 
ad  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  Mr*  James  Gibson*0 
auie,  was  the  pound-keeper«  The  walls  of  this  pound 
rere  yery  high  and  strong ;  and  bad  boys  thought  they  had 
i  right  to  throw  stones  at  the  cattle  there  confined. 
March  6^  1809 :  Mr.  Isaac  Brooks  and  others  petitioned  the 
rn  to  have  the  pound  removed*  This  petition  was  granted 
Hus:  "Voted  to  have  the  pound  removed  to  the  town's 
and  near  GraveUy  Bridge^  so  called  i  and  said  pound  to  he 
built  of  wood  or  stone^  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee.** 
There  the  pound  remained  only  for  a  short  time ;  when  it 
ras  removed  to  Cross  Street,  near  the  old  brick  primary 
[•cfaoolhousa 


That  our  Medford  ancestors  should  have  subjected  them- 
^Ivea  to  the  attack  of  some  new  diseases,  or  rather  of  old 
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diseases  in  modified  forms,  is  most  probable.  An  earlj  Ut- 
torian  says  of  this  region,  "  Men  and  women  keep  their 
complexions,  bat  lose  their  teeth.  The  fidling  off  of  their 
hair  is  occasioned  bv  the  coldness  of  the  climate."  He  enu- 
merates the  diseases  prevalent  here  in  1638 :  ''  Colds,  tem 
and  ague,  pleurisies,  dropsy,  palsy^  sciatica,  cancers,  wonna." 
Consumption  is  not  mentioned!  We  apprehend  that  the 
health  of  our  fathers  was  unusually  good.  There  is  sGaroelj 
mention  of  any  epidemic.  A  new  climate,  poor  food, 
scanty  clothing,  necessary  exposure,  hard  work,  unsldlfiil 
physicians,  may,  in  some  cases,  have  caused  desolating  dis- 
ease to  do  its  rapid  work  of  death ;  but,  as  a  general  &ct, 
health  prevailed  through  the  first  fifty  years. 

1764 :  With  reference  to  the  prevalence  of  smallpox  in 
Medford,  we  find  the  following  vote :  "  That  a  fence  and 
gate  be  erected  across  the  main  country  road,  and  a  smoke- 
house also  erected  near  Medford  great  bridge,  and  another 
smokehouse  at  the  West  End,  ind  guards  be  kepi."  In 
1775,  a  smokehouse  was  opened  for  the  purification  of 
those  persons  who  had  been  exposed  to  the  contagion  of 
smallpox.  It  stood  on  the  west  side  of  Main  Street,  about 
forty  rods  south  -of  Colonel  Royal's  house.  Visitors  firom 
Charlestown  were  unceremoniously  stopped  and  smoked. 

1775 :  During  this  and  some  following  years,  there  was 
fatal  sickness  in  Medford  from  dysentery.  Out  of  fifty-six 
deaths  in  1775,  twenty-three  were  children.  In  1776,  there 
were  thirty-three  deaths  ;  in  1777,  nineteen  ;  in  1778,  thirty- 
seven  ;  and  in  1779,  thirteen.  No  reason  is  given  for  these 
differences  in  numbers.  Out  of  the  thirty-seven  deaths  of 
1778,  eighteen  were  by  dysentery,  and  twenty  were  children. 
Whooping-cough  has,  at  certain  times,  been  peculiarly  destruc- 
tive. Throat-distemper,  so  called,  is  often  named  among 
prevalent  causes  of  death.  In  1795,  ten  children  and  three 
adults  died  of  it  between  the  20th  of  August  and  the  Ist  of 
November.  Apoplexy  seems  to  have  destroyed  very  few 
lives.  During  the  first  fifteen  years  of  Dr.  Osgood's  minis- 
try, only  one  case  occurred ! 

Oct.  15,  1778 :  The  town  voted  to  procure  a  house  for 
those  patients  who  had  the  smallpox.  No  disease  appeared 
to  excite  so  quick  and  sharp  an  alarm  as  this.  The  early 
modes  of  treatment  gave  ample  warrant  for  any  fears.  In 
1792,  the  town  voted  that  Mr.  Josiah  Symmes's  house  is  the 
only  one  authorized  as  ^  hospital  for  inoculation.     At  this 
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house^  many^  both  male  and  female,  whom  we  have  known, 
have  told  us  that  the  patients  there  were  numerous,  young, 
and  not  very  sick ;  and  that  the  hilarity  and  firolic  of  the 
convalescents  exceeded  all  bounds. 

There  was  one  disorder  not  uncommon  among  our  early 
settlers  and  their  descendants :  it  was  dropsy ;  and  we  opine 
that  over-doses  of  cider  may  have  been  the  cause.  Cider  "did 
not  produce  intoxication  ;  but  it  filled  the  stomach  to  satiety, 
and  produced  a  kind  of  water-loggedness  and  distention,  which 
were  apt  to  make  the  men  cross,  and  the  women  sleepy.  There 
is  another  more  active  demon,  not  chronicled  in  ancient  my- 
thology, whose  history  has  recently  been  written  in  fire.  He 
gets  a  letter  of  introduction,  and  comes  in  the  guise  of  a 
friend  to  a  house,  but  finally  murders  the  whole  &mily. 
The  temperance  reformers  have  tried  to  cast  this  demon  out ; 
but  he  will  not  depart  until  he  has  thrown  down  his  victim, 
and  "rent  him  sore."  Luxurious  living  has  produced  dis- 
eases in  the  digestive  organs,  and  boundless  ambition  has 
produced  them  in  the  nervous  system.  Humors  have  been 
created  in  our  day,  and  are  becoming  transmissible  to  a  de- 
gree which  threatens  whole  families.  The  marriage  of  first- 
cousins  together  has  done  something  to  produce  imbecility 
and  early  death. 
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POPULATION. 

[t  is  supposed  that  Medford,  during  the  first  ten  years  of  its 
lettlement,  was  quite  populous ;  but  the  withdrawal  of  Mr. 
Cradock's  men  left  it  small.  Another  circumstance  which 
:>perated  unfiivorably  for  the  settlement  of  the  town  was  the' 
few  large  landholders.  Mr.  Cradock's  heirs  sold  lots  of  a 
thousand  acres  to  individuals,  who  kept  possession  of  them ; 
ind  thus  excluded  those  enterprising  and  laborious  &rmer8 
irho  were  the  best  settlers  in  those  days.  Medford  could 
SU  up  only  so  fast  as  these  few  rich  owners  consented  to  sell. 
This  &ct  explains  much  of  the  early  history  of  the  settlement^ 
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WIdIb  it  gLiiiwI  tfas  bat  kznd  of  leCdsny  wIubb  dicy  tt 
come,  it  prevented  diat  general  mah  which  took  ^m  m 
ocher  ducncta.  where  land  conid  be  had  almoet  finr  the  aaka^ 
In  chia,  Hefifbrd  wis  peculiar ;  and  these  &cti  explain  y^f 
che  town  went  m  Ion«r  without  pnblic  schools  and  chnzdisib 
Sorelv,  in  iome  respects.  MeiUbrd  had  a  small  Tugiiiiiim, 
bnt  (jovemor  DtuiLev,  apeakxn^  on  the  sabject,  saysy  **  SmI 
chxnci,  in  die  beginning  at  narnral  and  political  ^^^^^^^  an 
as  remaziuble  as  greater  in  bodies  foil  grown." 

The  Allowing  records  gire  the  town's  popoLiliaai  St 
several  epochs:  — 

ITiy;  :  M*>d3brrl  had  46  ratable  polls  ;  which  number,  mat 
tiplied  by  !!▼•»,  g*>i>a  tM  inhabitants. 

In  IT^.  ir  had  1J4 :  which  irises  665. 

In  1763.  it  had  IM  honaes^;  147  &milies;  161  maki 
under  aixteen  ;  150  females  under  sizteen ;  207  malmm  iboi? 
sixteen;   Hi  temalea  aboire  sixteen.     Total,  741   inhala- 

In  1776,  it  had  967 ;  in  17S4,  961 ;  m  1790,  1,029;  m 
1800,  1,114;  in  ISIO.  1,443;  m  1820,  1,474;  in  18S8» 
l,75o ;  in  1S40,  2,47S  ;  in  ISoO,  3,749. 

In  1854,  l,id9  reaidenU  in  Med&rd  were  taxed. 
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The  law-maxim,  Consuetude  pro  lege  servatur,  expresses 
what  we  all  feel,  —  that  custom  Ls  law  ;  and  is  it  not  stronger 
than  anv  statute  ?  A  tree  people  project  themselTes  into 
their  customs  and  manners  as  a  part  of  their  freedom.  So 
waa  it  with  our  Medford  ancestors.  The  children  of  oor 
first  settlers,  remored  from  the  sight  and  dread  of  European 
aristocracy  and  social  oppression,  grew  up  as  the  iron  cir- 
cumstances of  a  pioneer  Hfe  moulded  them.  IndiTidnalism 
seemed  forced  upon  them  ;  and,  if  a  state  organization  ex- 
isted, they  felt  that  it  existed  by  them,  and  not  they  by  it 
An  intellectual  and  moral  manliness  grew  out  of  thi»  fiul. 

Some  of  the  customs  of  our  ancestors  were  inconceirably 
puerile,  some  were  needlessly  severe,  and  some  glorionalj 
noble.  The  Puritan  idea  of  religion  was  woven,  like  a 
golden  thread,  through  the  entire  web  of  human  life ;  and 
nothing  but  their  religion  would  have  enabled  them  to  accom- 
pliah  what  they  did. 
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Tt  was  the  custom  in  Mf  dford  for  the  fielectmen  to  appoint 
thanksgiving    day  on  hearing    of  any  victory  gained  by 
British  arms  in  any  qnaxter  of  the  world.     They  ordered  a 

(town-fast  if  a  case  of  smallpox  was  reported  among  them, 
Wr  if  the  weather  was  unfavorable,  or  if  sickness  prevailed, 
or  if  Quakers  threatened  to  come  to  their  plantation.  But 
there  were  some  physical  and  social  evils  which  they  did  not 
go  to  God  either  to  prevent  or  remedy  -  they  took  the  ad- 
ministration into  their  own  hands.  A  Commissioner's  Court, 
composed  in  part  of  the  selectraen  df  Medford,  had  jurisdic- 
tion within  the  town,  and  could  issue  warrants  and  enforce 
judgments*  This  easy  terror  proved  effective  In  restraining 
lawlesB  conduct.  The  agency  of  this  judicial  and  executive 
power  may  be  seen  in  our  account  of  crimes  and  punishments. 
We  torn  to  more  agreeable  customs. 

Marriages. — Whether  it  was  from  jealousy  of  ministerial 
rights,  or  hatred  of  Episcopal  forms,  or  from  considering  the 
nuptial  tie  as  a  mere  civil  bond,  or  from  any  other  cause,  we 
know  not ;  but  the  General  Court  early  deprived  clergymen 
of  the  power  of  solemnizing  marriages,  and  bestowed  it  on 
magistrates.  This  legislation  was  in  direct  hostility  to 
English  usage*  May  29,  1686,  the  General  Court  made  pro- 
clamation, authorizing  clergymen  to  solemnize  marriages ;  but 
it  was  a  long  time  before  it  became  common  to  apply  to  them. 

If  a  man  made  "  a  motion  of  marriage  **  to  his  choeen  one^ 
without  first  gaining  the  permission  of  her  pareutSi  he  was 
fined  severely.  Before  they  could  be  legally  married,  they 
must  be  "cried  "  three  times  in  some  public  placd  each  an- 

►  noun cement  being  seven  days  apart, 
Wedilings  were  occasions  of  exuberant  jollity.  Pent-up 
nature  leaped  forth  with  an  hilarious  spring,  proportioned  to 
the  social  duress  in  which  it  had  been  held.  To  show  how 
much  was  thought  of  these  red-letter  days  in  Medford,  there 
"irere  instances  where  provisions  for  them  were  made  in  wills. 
The  entire  day  was  devoted  to  one  ;  and  every  form  of  youth- 
ful frolic  and  maturer  joy  came  in  turn.  The  house  of  the 
bride  was  open  for  all  the  invited  guests  of  both  parties  ;  and 
niral  games  were  all  the  fashion*  The  cake  and  wine, 
though  abundant,  did  not  prevent  the  offer  of  more  substan- 
tial Tiands-  A  custom  like  this  would  be  apt  to  run  into 
extremes ;  and  this  became  so  apparent  as  to  call  forth  from 
the  ministers  of  Boston  a  **  testimony  against  evil  customs  " 
1  in  1719.     They  called  them  "  riotous  irregularities/' 
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Fimerah. — ^As  the  £8lai»lisbe4  Church  of  ihe 
cotlntry  mside  a  formal  service  orei  the  remaiiis  cif  ite  taeft* 
bers^  it  was  deemed  expedtetit  and  Gkristiaii,  W  the  Puf^nii 
not  to  imitate  such  examples ;  and^  accordingly,  they  hmM 
thai  J  dead  without  funenl  prayers*  Neither  did  they  re«l 
the  Script urei !  What  they  could  have  substituted  for  theM 
simple^  rational  J  and  impressive  rites,  we  da  not  know,  bat 
presume  it  must  have  been  a  sermou  and  a  hymn.  The  fint 
prayer  made  by  a  clergjTman  at  a  funeral,  which  we  htn 
heard  of,  was  made  by  Bev*  Mr.  WilsoB^  of  Medfield,  al  ik 
funeral  of  Rev.  Mr,  Adatns^  of  Roxbury,  Aug,  19,  1685. 
The  first  one  made  at  a  funeral  in  Boston  was  at  the  iDte^ 
tnent  of  Dn  May  hew,  1766.  The  pomp  and  ctrcumetlDcv 
of  grief  w^ere  certainly  not  forgotten  on  this  side  of  tbi 
Atlantic.  At  the  burial  of  a  rich  man,  a  mag^istratet  or  i 
minister,  there  was  great  parade  and  much  expense*  Moum- 
iBg-ftcarfs,  black  crapes,  pendulous  hatbands,  commoti  glotcii 
and  gold  rings,  were  gratuities  to  the  chief  mourners.  The 
officers  accoropanying  the  funeral  procession  bore  staffs  or 
halberts,  robed  in  mourning.  The  dead  body  was  carried, 
not  by  hired  men,  but  by  the  near  friends  of  the  deceaiedt 
and  the  funeral  train  was  often  stopped  to  allow  fresh  beafiii 
to  take  their  turn.  When  a  female  waa  buried,  femilei 
walked  first ;  when  a  male,  the  men.  At  the  grove,  thi 
coffin  vas  opened,  to  allow  the  last  look*  On  the  retum  to 
the  house,  a  repast  was  served ;  and  there  were  eating  aftd 
drinking  on  the  largest  scale.  In  a  town  near  Medford,  tW 
funeral  cf  a  clergyman  took  place  in  1774  ;  and  the  record  of 
charges  runs  thus ;  *^  For  tw^elve  gold  rings,  £S  ;  Litboo 
wine,  Malaga  wine,  West  India  rum,  £^.  16i.  8d, ;  letnoosi 
sugar,  pipes,  and  tobacco,  £3.  8s.  6d. ;  gloves,  ^40.  It.  6^ ; 
death V head  and  cross-bones,  15^."  The  funeral  of  CaptalB 
Sprague  (HOS)  cost  £147,  16s. 

" The  Giand  American  Continental  Congress,"  ibii«niU 
at  Philadelphia,  1774,  agreed  with  regard  to  fanerals  thia 
"On  the  death  of  any  relation  or  friend,  none  of  us,  or 
of  our  femilies,  will  go  into  any  further  mourning^dress  th| 
a  black  crape  or  ribbon  on   the  arm   or  hat,  for  gr' 
and  black  ribbon  and  necklace,  for  ladies ;  and  wt  li 

countenance  the  giving  of  gloves  and  scarfs  at  funerals«| 
This  resolve  suddenly  changed  the  New*Englaxid  custoG 
and  the  new  customs  then  introduced  continue  to  hold 
phice. 
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FeiHt^al  D^ys,  —  Tbese  were  too  fashionable  in  the  mother 
EDuntr}^  to  be  popular  here.  There  were  some  holidays, 
5>f  American  origin,  which  were  celebrated  with  enthusiasm. 
"Slection-day  was  hailed  with  drums,  guns,  and  drinking. 
3ommencement'day  at  Cambridge  College  was  a  great  fes- 
ival,  uniting  the  church  and  the  state  ;  and  each  one  of  the 
rhole  community  seemed  personally  interested  in  it.  Small 
ietachmenta  of  boys  from  Medford  went  under  the  care  of 
rusty  slaves,  Neal  says,  "The  people  were  as  cheeiful 
aong  their  friends  as  the  English  are  at  Christmas/'  Or- 
linatioQ-days  came  not  very  often ;  but,  when  they  did,  the 
occasion  demanded  great  outlays  in  food  and  drinks  ;  and,  in 
the*evening,  there  were  what  the  ministers  called  "  unbe- 

pComing  actions,"  —  probably  blind man's^buffj  and  such 
ather  tolerable  frolic  as  took  place  at  huakings.     Pope-day, 

"though  of  English  origin,  was  noticed  by  our  ancestors ;  and 
the  5th  of  November  brought  the  gunpowder-plot,  sermons, 
and  carousing,  into  the  same  twenty-four  hours.  It  was  the 
son  for  bonfires,  and  for  replenisliing  the  mind  with  hatred 
}f  the  Catholics, 
Of  the  European  holidays  which  our  fathers  rejected,  there 

f Was  Chriatmas*  If  any  one  observed  it,  he  was  lined  five 
shilliDgs  I  Increase  Mather  (1687),  in  his  '^Testimony 
against  several  Profane  and  Superstitious  Customs  now  pmc- 
tised  by  some  in  New  England,"  says  Candle rais -day  had 
"  superstition  written  on  its  forehead."  "  Shrove  Tuesday  was 
the  heathen's  shrove -tide,  when  the  pagan  Remans  made 
little  cakes  as  a  sacrifice  to  their  gods,  and  the  heathen  Greeks 
made  pancakes  to  their  idols."  Drinking  healths,  and 
making  New- Year's  gifts,  were  discouraged,  as  paganish 
customs.  The  drama  was  thus  forbidden:  "Baptized  per- 
sons are  under  obligation  to  renounce  all  the  pomps  of  Satan, 
and  therefore  to  abhor  and  abandon  stage-pkys,  which  have 
a  principal  part  in  the  pomps  of  the  Devil.'*  For  equally 
Talid  reasons.  May-day  was  anathematized ;  and  when,  in 
Charlestown,  they  thought  of  erecting  a  Maf-pole,  Mr.  Mather, 
in  1686,  saidj  "  It  is  an  abominable  shame,  that  any  persons, 
in  a  land  of  such  light  and  purity  as  New  England  has  been, 
ahould  have  the  face  to  speak  or  think  of  practising  so  vile  a 
piece  of  heathenism."  Dancing  was  dangerous  because  '*  the 
daughter  of  Herodias  danced  John  the  Baptist's  bead  off/* 
But  Mr*  Mather  saya,  in  1685,  that,  within  *'  the  last  year, 
promiscuous  daueiug  was  openly  practieed,  and  too  much 
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oomiteamced,  in  tMi  towii«"  He  fmitlier  mjBp  '^1 
femiemb^  the  timej  wlieii,  for  Dumy  year»,  not  so  otaA  m 
one  of  tWse  Gtiperstitioiis  customs  was  known  to  be  pntfdni 
m  this  land.  Amk  Buch  of  the  old  standart  if  U  vei^  nql  Mk 
Alas  1  tkat  so  many  of  the  present  generadon  lisre  «o  «|}f 
cornipted  their  doings  \  Meihiiika  I  hear  the  Lord  speakng 
to  New  England  as  once  lo  Isrsel :  *  I  pUnted  tbee  a  nobk 
Tine,  wholly  a  right  seed.  How  art  thou  turned  iitio  the 
degenerate  plant  of  a  strange  vine  unto  me !  * " 

It  is  very  clear,  from  these  £&cts»  that  the  minda  of  cm 
tBtliers  were  magnetized  by  predilections  whick  could  not 
tolerate  innovatiou. 

We  would  now  descend  to  paitienlars  and  peraoBalitii% 
and  speak  minutelj  of  some  of  the  domestic  customa  of  Mr 
ancestors*     We  will  hegin  with  — 

Jhrn,  — The  costume  of  our  early  settlers  had  the  pflM- 
Barittea  of  their  day.  There  was  then,  m  now,  a  raga  lar 
Bomething  new;  hut  the  range  in  variety  was  rery  anaH 
NeTerthele&a,  female  extraTagance  had  gone  m  &r,  1^  am 
interdict  of  legislation  was  called  for  to  arrest  the  destrocdfi 
e%pendiliLres  ;  aod^  Sept  3j  1634^  the  General  Court  said,  — 

"  The  court  hath  ordered,  that  no  person,  either  man  or  woamoy 
shall  hereafter  make  or  huy  any  appareli  either  woollen,  «Tkj  or 
linen,  With  my  lace  on  it,  silver,  gold,  silk,  or  thread,  under  dM 
penalty  of  fDifeilure  of  said  clothes.  Also  all  gold  or  § iWer  girtUOt 
hathands,  bdti,  rufifk,  beaver*bats,  are  prohibited.  Abo  mm/^ 
derate  great  deeTes^  slashed  apparel,  immoderate  great  rayk%  ka| 
wtnga,  &C.** 

It  took  only  five  years  for  the  moiuttM  of  this 
transatlantic  tishion  to  change  the  forma    to  aa   to 
another  legislative  interference  necessary.     Accordingly,  i 
the  9th  of  September,  1639,  the  General  Court  forbade/ 
to  be  iold  or  uised  ;  and  they  say, — 

"  Hereafter*  no  grj^ment  shall  be  made  with  short  sleeves,  i 
the  nakedness  of  the  ann  may  be  discovered  in  the  wearing  i 
and,  hereafter,  no  person  whataoerer  aball  make  any  garment  ht 
women,  or  any  of  their  sex,  with  sleeves  more  than  half  an  ell  wtdd 
in  the  widest  place  thereof;  and  so  proportionable  for  bigger  or 
smaller  persons*^ 

In  this  forbidding  of  bare  necks  and  nalced  arma  (ika 
very  opposite  of  the  dreas  a  la  sauvagt\  there  was  neiUief 
studied  humility  nor  conspicuous  poverty^  but  tho  foconi* 
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mendsdciii  of  clothes  typical  of  true  Puritan  ideas,  —  clothes 
that  would  not  patronize  coughs^  consumptions^  pride,  or 
tiucei*  As  the  rof  al  family  and  the  nobility  led  the  Eng« 
Hsh  nation  m  habits  of  dress,  they  would  not  be  so  implicitly 
followed  on  this  side  of  the  water.  As  faithful  disciples 
turn  their  faces  to  Jerusalem  or  Mecca^  so  modern  fashioniits 
turn  their  eyes  to  Paris ;  for  France  is  subjugating  the  world 
to  miUinery,  Thus  it  was  nat  with  our  Pilgrim  ancestors. 
They  dared  to  think  for  themselves  ;  and  they  dared  to  make 
lawB  against  the  customs  and  costumes  of  their  native  land, 
The  single  flict  that  our  Colonial  Legislature  took  up  the 
subject  of  dress,  — fimale  dress  ^  toOi  —  is  a  proof  of  their  clear 
idaafl  and  consistent  characters*  What  body  of  men  had  ever 
before  dared  thus  to  legislate  on  such  a  subject?  It  is  very 
evident  to  us,  therefore^  what  kind  of  dress  the  Medford 
ladies  had  not ;  and  we  can  conceive  the  dumb  wonder  and 
inexpressible  blnshing  which  the  appearance  of  one  of  our 
f§spo$e  celebrities  would  cause  among  them  at  an  evening 
"-party.  It  is  wonderful  how^  the  highest  civilization  brings 
ns  back  to  Eden  1 

The  common  e very-day  dress  of  our  ancestors  was  very 
plain,  strong,  and  comfortable ;  but  their  Sunday  suits  were 
expensive,  elaborate,  and  ornamental.  The  men,  in  their 
Sun^y  attire,  wore  broad-brimmed  hats,  turned  up  into 
three  corners,  with  loops  at  the  side,  showing  full  bush- wigs 
beneath  them ;  long  coats,  the  very  opposite  of  the  swallow- 
tails,  having  large  pocket-folds  and  cuffs,  and  without  collars^ 
the  buttons  either  plated  or  of  pure  silver^  and  of  the  siie  of 
half  a  dollar ;  vests,  also  without  collars,  but  very  long,  hav 
ing  graceful  pendulous  lappet-pockets  ;  shirts,  with  bosoin 
and  wrist  rufHes,  and  with  gold  and  silver  buckles  at  the 
wrist,  united  by  a  link;  the  neckcloths  or  scads  of  fine 
lineii,  or  figured  stuff,  or  embroidered,  the  ends  hanging 
loosely*  Small-clothes  were  in  fashion,  and  only  reached  a 
little  below  the  knees,  where  they  ware  ornamented  with  sil- 
ver buckles  of  liberal  size  ;  the  legs  were  covered  with  gray 
stockings,  and  the  feet  with  shoes,  ornamented  with  strape 
and  silver  buckles ;  boots  were  sometimes  worn,  having  broad 
wMte  tops  ;  gloves,  on  great  occasions ;  and  mittens,  in  the 
winter.  A  gentleman,  with  his  cocked- up  hat  and  white 
bush-wig ;  his  chocolate-colored  coat,  buff  vest,  and  small- 
clothes ;  his  brown  stockings  and  black  shoes ;  his  rufflef, 
buckles,  and  buttons,  —  presented  an  imposing  figure,  and 
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iliowed  a  man  who  would  pro1]ttbly  demean  Mmtelf  wiA 
dignity  and  intsUigeDce. 

The  best  dress  of  the  rich  was  Yery  costly :  The  searkt 
coatj  wadded  skirtif  full  sleeves,  cufis  r aching  to  the  elhowij 
wmtband^  fringed  with  lace ;   embroidered  bfitnds, 
gold  buttons  ;  vests  fringed  with  lace  i  and  small*clotbea  ' 
puffji,  }>oinUj  buckles,  &c.  ;  a  sword  hanging  by  the  feida 

The  visiting -dress  of  the  ladies  was  more  eottly,  compli- 
cated^  and  ornamental  than  their  huBbands  or  brothers  wore. 
But  with  them  we  have  little  to  do  in  this  brief  notice,  and 
therefore  leave  to  others  the  description  of  their  coilTum, 
which  were  so  high  as  to  bring  their  faces^  altnoit  inEo  the 
middle  of  their  bodies ;  their  black  silk  and  satin  bonnets  j 
their  gowns,  so  extremely  long-waistcd  ;  their  tight  sleeves, 
which  were  sometimes  very  shorty  with  an  immense  frill  at 
the  elbow  ;  their  spreading  hoops  and  long  trails  ;  their  high- 
heeled  shoes ;  and  their  rich  brocades,  flounces,  spangles, 
embroidered  aprons,  &c*     Their  dress  on  the  sabbath  was 
simple,  secure,  and  modest :  A  theap  straw  bonnet,  with  only 
one  bow  without,  and  no  ornament  but  the  face  within;  i 
calico  dress,  of  sober  colors,  high  up  in  the  neck,  with 
simple  white  muslin  collar  just   peeping    round    the   top 
a  neat  little  shawl,  and  a  8tout  pair  of  shoes,  —  these  pre- 
sented to  the  eye  the  Puritan  costume  'of  our  ancestral 
pious  mothers*     They  were  happy,  some  may  think,  in  i 
free  from  the  more  than  royal  tyranny  of  those  modem 
tresses  of  shears  and  needles,  who  dij>tort  and  crucify  nature 
to  furnish  that  variety  which  caprice  must  have,  and  whoee 
new  fashions  finally  penetrate  the  abodes  of  our  norther 
subterranean  Esquimaux,  and  the   huts  of  the   South* 
islanders.     It  is  certainly  to  be  hoped  that  these  kaleidosccf 
changes  of  our  day  may  do  something  for  artistic  beauty,  and 
something  for  feeding  the  poor  artisans ;  and  thus  be  mmt 
compensation  for  converting  females  into  manikins  to  iboi^« 
off  satins  and  embroidf^s.     We  look  with  anxiety  tor  tl|^H 
time  when  old  things  snail  become  new ;  when  hoops  an^^ 
pattens,  silk  cloaks  and  top-knots,  tunica  and  scarlet   belta, 
sacks  and  rufHe  cufls,  small-clothes  and  silver  buckles,  em- 
broidered vests  and  neck-ties,  powdered  hair  and  long  cues, 
shall  drive  out  the  tiptoe  modes  of  modem  days,  and  mga 
again  supreme. 

The  best  dwelling-houseq  of  our  Medford  anceetora  were 
two  stories  high  in  front,  slantiug  off  to  one  story  in  the  rcw. 
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There  was  one  atrong  chimnejr  in  the  centre  of  the  building ; 
and  the  windows  were  glazed  with  diamond -glass.  It  waa 
deemed  of  primary  importance  that  the  dwelling  should  fiw^e 
the  soutK  A  very  few  specimens  of  this  style  of  architecture 
remain  unaltered  among  us. 

The  first  houses  of  the  farmers  in  this  plantation  were  log- 
huts  of  one  story,  with  thatched  roof,  having  lofts  inside, 
like  our  bams.  The  fireplaces  were  made  of  rough  stoneei 
and  the  opper  half  of  the  chimneys  with  short  sticks,  cross- 
ing each  other,  and  plastered  inside  with  clay.  The  houses 
always  fronted  the  south,  like  sun-dials,  so  that  the  mid-day 
sun  might  '*  shine  square.  *' 

Let  us  look  at  a  family  thus  conditioned.  They  have 
chosen  a  spot  near  the  Mystic  River,  where  the  highest  tides 
eannot  annoy  ihem  ;  and  their  house  seems  thrust  into  the 
diickest  wood.  No  yard  in  front,  no  wall  behind,  no  path^ 
no  gate ^  —  all  open  as  an  un fenced  forest:  there  seems  not 
even  an  outlet  into  the  civilized  world*  The  young  under- 
growth of  wood  is  springing  up  beneath  the  windows  ;  the 
wild  sumachs  and  blackberry  vines  are  breaking  into  the  cel- 
lar ;  the  sturdy  pitch-pines  are  rubbing  and  crackling  against 
the  thatch*poles  ;  the  golden- rod  is  intertwining  itself  among 
the  white  birch  and  dark  hazel ;  while  a  centenarian  oak  and 
a  towering  walnut  stand  neaj  enough  to  promij^e  shade  and 
take  the  lightning-  Here  ^ch  member  of  the  family  in  the 
log*hut  can  run  up  a  pleasant  acquaintance  with  a  blooming 
beech-tree  or  a  tapering  cedar,  with  a  graceful  *'  dressed  elm  " 
or  a  glossy- leaved  chestnut, 

*^  He  who  loves  to  hold  communion  with  Nature*®  beauti* 
fill  forms"  will  not  need  other  society  here.  The  wind 
labors  and  roars  in  the  forest;  the  susurum  murmurs  its 
,£oliaa  music  through  the  pines ;  the  tide  goes  and  comes  like 
a  faithful  messenger ;  and  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars  seem  to 
belong  to  that  little  world* 

Add  to  all  these  the  frolic  and  movements  of  animals. 
How  social  were  they  with  the  early  comers !  European 
i  eyes,  for  the  first  time,  could  watch  the  racing  of  the  Ameri- 
can weazelj  that  agile  hunter  of  the  woods ;  the  dodging  of 
the  gray  squirrel  in  the  nut-tree ;  the  undisturbed  meal 
of  the  woodchuck  in  the  clover ;  the  patient  labor  of  the  bea- 
ver in  building  his  house ;  and  the  craft  of  the  fox,  as  he 
barks  in  the  moonlight  to  start  his  game. 

There  was   something  to  engage  attention  even  in  the 
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waterv.     Thejr  had  a  momingj  noon,  and  evening  eong  ] 

the  little  frogs  would  send  forth  their  gentle  peep  tl 
houTB  of  darkness ;  while  great  ones,  at  mid-day,  wonld  grnii 
ble  out  their  hoarse  password,  and  throw  hack  their  tent' 
echoes  round  the  shores  of  their  Stygian  pools. 

There  is  a  Tast  and  unaccountable  friendliness  in  hh 
They  would  take  to  men  as  corapauions,  if  men  would 
let  them.     Our  ancestors  in  Medford  were  in  a  dtstrict  whic 
naturally  collected  birds  from  ocean  and  forest,  from  npla 
and  meadow.     At  their  doors,  they  had  the  useful  coek 
hen,  the  brilliant  mallard-duck,  and  the  sentinel  white  gc 
At  ^rly  dawn,  those  notes  of  chanticleer  —  calling 
every  sleeper  to  rise,  and  take  a  draught  of  undiluted  mom* 
ing  air  from  the  fountain  of  the  day  —  those  notes  are  so  clear 
and  powerful  and  strange  that  we  should  go  a  handled  miles 
to  hear  them,  if  the  bird  had  never  been  domesticated.     The 
inmates  of  the  log-hut  listen  to  this  noble  creature,  speaking 
to  them  with  the  authority  of  a  major-general  on  parade. 
They  love  this  faithful  bird,  this  once  wild  Indian  pheasant ; 
and  they  cherish  him  with  the  affection  of  a  friend.     And  is 
he  not  truly  a  wonderful  bird  I     Wherever  he  is,  he  hai 
good  health,  strong  lungs,  and  spirits  like  a  young  lover. 
All  clitnates  agree  with  him  ;  and  the  poets  of  all  times  haTe 
sung  his  praises.     Our  fathers  wisely  guarded  him  and  hii 
family  as  a  secret  treasure. 

And  was  there  ermui  in  the  log-hut  on  the  banks  of  tfe 
Mystic  ?     If  so,  the  birds  alone  could  have  dissipated  it 
The  oriole,  the  robin,  and  the  thrush,  the  swallow,  the  hum- 
ming-bird, and  the  wren,  were  enough  to  put  all  despondencj 
to  flight.     How  could  they  be  sad,  who  saw  the  sandpij 
coming  in  flocks,  and  heard  the  ploTers  whistling  on 
hill  ?     How  could  they  be  sad,  who  could  hear  the  blue-ji 
screaming  in  the  thicket,  or  the  kingfisher  rattling  by 
river's  side?     What  human  heart  could  despond,  when  it 
witnessed  the  lark  soaring  towards  heaven  in  hia  spiral  flight, 
as  if  to  carry  his  prayer  of  faith  to  the  very  throne  of  mercy  f 

In  every  bird,  there  is  something  to  please  and  to  instruct 
man.  In  those  unbroken  solitudes  of  Nature,  our  forel 
had  the  privilege  of  witnessing  the  marvellous  coM 
exhibited  by  the  feathered  tribes.  With  what  wonder  mmt 
they  have  watched  the  wild-goose,  of  which  it  may  almost  b^J 
said,  that  ha  breaks  his  &it  at  Baffin's  Bay,  takjes  his  tnni^H 
in  Medford  Pond  ^  and  plumes  himself  at  nigh^dl  ina  eouth^^^ 
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ayoii !  How  different  from  htm  the  latighing-Ioon,  catching 
minnows  in  the  siiallows  of  a  creek !  Mark  the  maje^^tic  sail- 
mg  of  the  eagle  through  the  deep  of  air  ;  and  contrast  thii 
with  the  bittern  J  driving  his  post  in  the  meadow.  Then  there 
is  the  owl,  Nature's  watchman^  waiting  for  the  dawning  of  his 
day,  which  is  sundown.  Listen  to  his  midnight  love  note, 
which  seems  discord  and  sighs  hooted  at  the  moon ;  and  see 
him  shoot  through  a  tangled  forest  in  the  dark^  as  if  every 
tree  and  twig  made  way  for  him  !  And,  last  of  all,  give  an  ear 
to  the  whippoorwill,  as  he  sings  with  clear  and  healthy  note 
his  matins  and  vespers* 

Group  together  all  these  joys  and  teachings  of  animated 
nature,  each  so  friendly  to  man,  and  all  so  abundant  and  so 
lofty,  and  how  could  the  witnesses  of  thtfm  be  weary  or  sor- 
rowful ?  We  believe  they  were  not  i  but,  on  the  contrary, 
they  joined  the  general  chorus  with  loving  and  devoted  hearts, 
liaakimg  the  w^hole  earth  an  ahar  of  tlianksgiving,  and  the 
^BM)Ie  heavena  the  witness  of  their  jay. 

We  may  get  the  truest  ideas  of  these  by  watching,  through 
two  days,  all  the  plans  and  movements  of  that  family  in  the 
log-hut  on  the  banks  of  the  Mystic,  We  will  take  Satur- 
day and  Sunday,  Let  us  look  closely.  The  father  is  a 
strong  man  of  forty -six,  with  a  true  Puritan  heart ;  and  his 
wife  ii  seven  years  his  junior,  with  good  health  and  without 
anLxiaty.  Their  first  child  is  a  sou,  eighteen  years  old ;  the 
tte%t  is  a  daughter  of  sixteen ;  then  come  three  boys,  their 
•g^s  fourteen,  eleven,  and  eight ;  and  the  youngest  child  is  a 
daughter,  aged  six.  Of  hired  men  or  women,  they  had  none. 
Extra  help  came  from  wliat  they  called  ^^  change  work." 

Let  US  first  mark  the  cares  and  labors  of  the  farmer  and  his 
boy&*  Saturday  was  a  busy  day  with  them ;  although  one 
day's  or  one  year's  experience  was  almost  exactly  like 
iDQtber's. 

To  rise  early  was  not  conaidered  worthy  of  any  remark ; 
while  not  rising  early  would  have  been  deemed  a  crime.  To 
b%  up  before  daylight  was  a  matter  of  course  with  every 
family.  The  father  was  expeeted  to  move  first ;  to  strike  a 
light  with  flint  and  steel ;  to  kindle  a  fire  under  the  kettle  in 
which  the  water  for  the  porridge  was  to  he  boiled-     This  done, 
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lie  calls  the  boyi,  wlio  soon  appear^  and  after  ihem  tk 
mother  and  daughter*  One  wooden  wash-basin,  in  the  lUk, 
nerved  each  in  turn  for  morning  ablutions ;  and  one  TvHtf 
sufficed  for  wiping  ail  faces.  Their  dress  is  suited  to  tkor 
work.  The  father  wears  an  old  cocked-up  hat,  or  ft  tUek 
cotton  cap  ;  no  cravat,  but  a  low  shirt>cotlar  ;  a  ibort  firockrf 
strangest  warp  ;  a  pair  of  old  leather  breeches ;  and  1eggio% 
which  were  confined  above  the  knee,  and  tied  oTer  the  ikap 
with  a  string  round  the  middle  of  the  foot.  The  bojt  hid 
cotton  caps  on  their  heads,  or  the  remnants  of  old  felt*luSi; 
short  jackets  J  of  the  coarsest  fabric  ;  leather  breechett  i»d  lif* 
gins.  By  earliest  dawn,  the  father  and  his  three  eldest  mm 
are  in  the  eow-yard,  milking.  This  over,  the  young  i 
drives  the  cows  to  pasture,  and  ha^^tens  back  to  the  next  u^„„. 
The  hogs  hare  received  their  allowance  of  butt^rtnilk.  Hi 
morning's  milk  has  been  strained  and  set  for  cream ^  or  heitti 
to  begin  a  cheese.  Then  come  the  reading  of  the  S«cftd 
Scriptures  and  the  family  prayers.  Immediately  aflerwaidi 
follows  the  breakfast,  which  in  winter  is  by  candle-light,  ssd 
in  summer  by  dawn- light.  The  break&st,  commenced  bf 
**  asking  a  blessing  "and  closed  by  **  returning  thanks,**  ccift- 
sists  of  pea-porridge,  dealt  out,  before  sitting  down,  in  smiil 
wooden  bowls.  A  small  central  dish  has  in  it  some  tafced 
shad  and  smoked  ale  wives  ;  or  perad  venture  some  fresh  etikt 
which  the  boys  caught  from  the  river  the  eTeniag  be&n* 
With  these  I  brown  bread  and  beer  are  served  ;  and  here  end* 
ed  the  usual  variety.  Sometimes  the  children  were 
with  samp  and  milk,  and  the  father  with  boiled  salt 
From  the  breakfast-table,  the  father  and  sons  repair  to 
field,  and  are  at  work  by  six  o'clock.  With  iheir  tools, 
have  taken  the  family-gun,  not  so  much  from  fear  of  Ini 
as  the  hope  of  securing  some  valuable  game.  Someti: 
fine  deer  crosses  their  field,  on  his  way  to  the  river ;  and, 
they  are  so  fertunate  as  to  take  him,  it  makes  a  feast*wi>ek  ac 
home  I  for  every  i>art  is  eaten*  Salted  and  smoked,  it  wii 
deemed  a  very  savory  disk  By  half-past  eight  o'clock, 
laborers  in  the  field  are  ready  for  the  usual  lunch,  which 
gists  of  smoked  shad,  bread  and  cheese,  and  cider. 
sustained  till  a  quarter  before  twelve,  they  hear  the  dinitfr* 
horn  announcing  —  what  the  boys  had  been  expecting  with  ta^ 
patience  —  dinner*  All  hands  break  off  and  start  for 
and  are  ready  to  sit  down  at  the  table  just  as  the 
square  on  the  window-ledge,  and  the  sand  in  the  hour- 


craved,  they  begin  with  the  Indian  pud- 

^  lug,  and  relish  il  with  a  little  molasses.     Next  come  a  piece 

of  broiled  salt  pork^  or  black  broth ,  fried  eggs,  brown  bread, 

cabbage  J  and  cider*     They  denominated  their  dinner  ''  boiled 

rictu;^  I "  and  their  pktesj  "  wooden  trenchers/'*     Potatoes 

',     did  not  come  into  use  till  1733 ;  tea  and  coflFee,  till  1700, 

IT  ur nips,  carrots,  and  parsnips  were  cultivated.  Dinner  de- 
■patched  in  fifteen  mmutei,  the  time  till  one  o'clock  was  called 
F*  nooning,"  when  each  laborer  was  free  to  sleep  or  play, 
[Kooning  aver,  they  repair  to  the  fieldsj  and  find  that  a  fox  or 
wolf  has  killed  a  sheep,  and  eaten  his  dinner.  The  father 
takes  his  gun  and  hastens  in  search,  telling  the  boys  **  to  keep 
at  their  work,  and,  if  they  see  the  fox,  to  whistle  with  all 
their  might,"  The  fox,  that  took  great  pains  to  be  there 
when  the  owner' was  away,  now  takes  great  pains  to  be  away 

Pwhen  the  owner  i*  there.  A  drink  of  good  beer  all  round, 
it  three  o'clock,  is  tlie  only  relief  in  the  afternoon's  toil, 
which  ends  at  five ;  at  which  hour  the  youngest  son  drives 
I  home  the  cows,  and  the  milking  is  finished  at  six*  The  hogs 
ind  sheep  are  now  called  to  their  enclosures  near  the  bam, 
^here  the  faithful  dog  will  guard  them  from  their  night- 
Sirowling  enemies.  All  things  being  safe^  supper  is  ready* 
The  father  takes  a  slice  of  cold  broiled  pork,  the  usual  brown, 
bread,  and  a  mug  of  beer,  while  the  boys  are  regaled  with 
milk  porridge  or  hasty- pudding.  In  their  season,  they  had 
water-melons  and  musk -melons  ;  and,  for  extra  occasions,  a 
little  cherry  wine*  Sometimes  they  had  boiled  Indian  corn, 
mixed  with  kidney -beans.  Into  bean  and  pea  porridge  they 
pot  a  slice  of  salted  venison.  They  had  also  succatash, 
which  is  com  and  beans  boiled  together.  The  meat  of  the 
ihag'bark  was  dried  and  pounded,  and  then  put  into  their 
porridge  to  thicken  it.  The  barley  fire-cake  was  served  at 
break^t.  They  parched  corn,  and  pounded  it,  and  made  it 
into  a  nokake.  Baked  pumpkins  were  common.  The  extra 
dish,  for  company,  was  a  cake  made  of  strawberries  and 
parched  com.  The  same  religious  exercises  as  were  offered 
at  dinner  are  now  repeated.  At  seven  o'clock  a  neighbor 
eaUs,  not  to  ask  the  news,  for  there  is  none,  but  to  propose  a 
cliange  of  work  for  next  Tuesday.  This  is  agreed  to ;  and, 
as  oui  ancestors  made  up  in  heaity  welcome  what  they  wanted 
m  luxuries,  a  mug  of  cider  is  drunk,  by  way  of  entertainment  j 
and  half-past  seven  finds  the  neighbor  gone,  and  the  house- 
hold ready  for  family  prayers*     The  Scriptures  are  read  in 
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turn,  —  the  Old  Testament  in  the  mcniing^  and  the  He 
night.     Eight  «o^clock  records  tb€  entire  fkniilT  in  bedi  esc 
one  of  the  hojBf  who  has  an  mqtiisitiTe  miod»  and   hsfi 
rowed  a  hook  on  witchcraft ;  and  he  is  allowed   to  sit  ap  I 
nine,  and  read  by  the  light  of  a  pitch-pine  knot^  stuck  io 
hole  in  the  chimney-corner.  * 

This  simple  round  of  needful  duties  must  be  diiily  : 
through  the  six  months  of  warm  weather^  and  a  yet 
simple  routine  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Now  let  us  see  how  the  mother  and  daughters  get  throngk  j 
that  Saturday  in  the  log -hut  on  the  banks  of  the  My 
Their  house  —  which  had  two  covered  rooms  below, 
kitchen  that  went  up  to  the  roofj  and  two  lofts  as  attic 
bers  —  required  very  little  care  \  and  the  beds  could  be  i 
in  an  incredibly  short  time*  The  first  duty  of  the  tnomia 
was  cooking  the  breakfast ;  and,  after  the  water  was  boilii 
it  needed  but  thirty  minutes  to  complete  the  process. 
daughter  sat  the  table,  whose  furniture  consisted  of 
plates,  pewter  spoons,  two  knives  and  forks,  the  father's  disli 
of  smoked  shad,  the  boys'  bowls  of  pea-porridge,  a  plate  of 
brown  breads  and  a  mug  of  cider.  To  wash  up  and  clear  off 
the  whole,  after  breakfast^  needed  but  hfteen  minutes  of  brisk 
application  by  the  two  daughters.  The  lunch  prepared  for 
the  men  has  gone  with  them  to  the  field  ;  and  now  the  chee^ 
must  be  made,  and  it  must  be  made  with  care*  This  takes  till 
eight  o'clock ;  and  hard  work  it  is,  —  the  **  turning  "  of  the 
cheeses  harder  stilh  Saturday  is  baking*day  *  and  the  three 
females  are  busy  in  preparing  for  the  event.  The  oven  had  il« 
opening  on  the  outside  of  the  house,  behind  the  chimney,  and 
was  double  the  size  of  modern  ones.  One  brings  wood  to  hmi 
the  oven ;  another  gets  the  Indian  meal  and  rye ;  a  third  brini^ 
a  pail  of  water.  Here  are  beans  to  be  picked  over^  pork  to 
cut,  and  dough  to  be  kneaded.  The  kitchen  is  busy ;  all  hanil 
are  at  work  ;  and  the  baking  for  seven  days  cannot  be  prt- 
pared  in  less  than  three  hours.  Eleven  o'dodc  has  tm^- 
pectedly  come,  and  it  demands  that  dinner  should  be  thoughf 
of  I  and  all  other  business  is  supended  to  provide  for  that 
At  the  fixed  moment,  the  elder  daughter  blows  the  hor 
and  the  laborers  from  the  field  are  anon  at  their  dinner, 
washing  up  of  dinner-things  to-day  till  after  the  batch  is  set  i 
The  oven  is  soon  cleared  of  fire,  swept,  and  dusted ;  «ii^ 
then  go  into  the  hottest  part  the  large  oval  lumps  of  brown* 
bread  dough,  because  they  require  the  strongest  heat*     Next 
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nee  the  huge  stone  pot  of  beans,  with  its  top  covered  hj  a 
ek  slice  of  pork ;  and  beside  it  the  Indian  pudding,  in 
abroad,  deep,  earthen  bowl.     The  oven's  mouth  is  stopped 
~ .  a  piece  of  plank,  and  the  crevices  are  plastered  up  with 
i^iuy.     Two  o'clock  witnesses  all  things  in  trim  order ;  and 
the  mother  is  ready  to  do  a  little  weaving,  the  elder  daughter 
j^'Hltle  mlbding,  and  the  child  steals  out  for  a  little  play  with 
j^fcor  pet  Iamb.     A  female  neighbor  has  just  come  through  the 
woods  to  invite  her  friends  to  a  '' quilting,"  which  is  to 
jbtgJTi  At  one  o'clock  next  Wednesday.     The  joy  of  such  an 
^0naai  makes  the  bright  eyes  of  the  daughter  laugh  at  every 
i^eomer.     The  whole  heavens,  to  her,  are  now  spangled  with 
-ynnbows.    To  refuse  such  an  invitation  is  unheard  o£     The 
ijtintor  has  left ;  and  the  girl  of  sixteen  is  plying  her  mother 
^vith  questions  about  who  will  be  at  the  quilting,  not  daring 
^.ask  about  one  whom  she  most  hopes  may  drop  in  during 
A^  evening.     So  engrossed  have  become  the  minds  of  the 
jaother  and  daughter,  that  they  have  half  forgotten  that  sup- 
jfn  most  be  had.     They  now  hasten  to  their  work,  and  have 
'^things  ready  in  due  season.     As  soon  as  the  brothers  enter 
the  house,  the  sister  announces  the  great  quilting-party ;  and 
the  fond  father  smiles  at  the  exuberant  joy  of  that  darling 
ereature,  who  is  just  bu&ding  into  womanhood.     Earlier 
than  usual  is  all  labor  and  worldly  care  to  cease ;  for  it  is 
Saturday  night     The  sabbath  is  at  hand  ;  and  therefore  they 
would  shake  off  the  dust  of  earth  from  their  sandals,  and  pre- 
pare their  hearts  for  that  day  which  God  has  prepared  for 
them.     Every  thing  is  ready.    The  sun  goes  down ;  and  their 
aabbath  has  begun.     The  &mily  soon  gather  about  their  do- 
neatic  altar ;  and  the  pious  father  reads  the  Sacred  Scrip- 
tures, and  then  offers  his  Saturday-evening  prayer.     It  is  not 
Irag  before  the  weary  inmates  of  that  house  begin  to  think 
orif  rest     The  weekly  ablutions,  required  on  this  evening,  are 
gone  through  by  all  the  younger  members  of  the  circle; 
after  which  they  all  retire,  —  the  father  to  count  up  the  gains 
of  the  week,  the  mother  to  plan  for  the  good  of  her  children', 
the  boys  to  travel  in  the  land  of  nod,  and  the  daughter  to 
guess  whom  she  will  meet  at  the  quilting. 

Here  let  us  say  a  word  about  the  mother's  duties,  which 
were  as  important,  and  ofi;entimes  more  onerous,  than  the 
Other's.  Sick  or  well,  the  cooking  and  washing  must  be 
done ;  and  <<  hired  help  "  could  not  be  had.  Moreover,  the 
butter  and  cheese  must  be  made,  the  cloth  must  be  woven, 

59 


460 


HISTORY   OF   MEDFORD. 


tlie  stockings  must  be  knit,  and  the  weekly  mandiBg  mt 

be  done.     To  clothe  and  feed  the  several  laborer »,  and 

to  receive  aed   take  care  of  many  producu  of  the   fann^ 

belonged  to  the  mother  and  daughter.     The  toil  of  the  femaie^ 

was  as  unremitted  as  the  alternation  of  morning  and  erea* 

big ;  and  no  day  in  the  year  could  bring  them  a  vaeatia 

I  How  much  may  be  said  of  the  part  that  woman  played, ' 

I  lather  laorJcedy  in  the  grand  drama  of  our  first  settleroenl 

What  would  our  Pilgrim  Fathers  have  been  without  our  ^ 

grim  Mothers  ?     Shaggy  barbarians  of  the  woods,     Womna 

dared  to  follow  where  man  dared  to  lead  j  and  she  bm  ■*:''-* 

with  her  the  hamamzing  amenities  of  social  life,  aii' 

eauetifying  power  of  true  religion.     She  came  to  this  w'lidtt- 

nesB  with  a  brave  heart  and  a  Christian  faith,  that  she  Migk 

share  the  perils  and  brighten  the  hopet^  of  her  husband ;  and, 

when  here,  "  she  looked  well  to  the  ways  of  her  hoiiseholdl, 

and  ate  not  the  bread  of  idleness."     Man  may  be  said  to  hate 

.  the  calloused  hand,  the  sinewy  arm,  and  the  lion  soul ;  boi 

I  did  it  not  require  some  conrage  in  the  mother  to  stay  at  home 

[.all  day  alone  in  the  log*hut,  when  the  bears  and  wolves  asd 

Indiana  might  be  nearer  to  her  than  her  protector?    The 

[patient  moral  force  of  Christian  woman  cannot  be  over-stated  j 

Fand   our    Pilgrim    Mothers   have  never  been  over-pnused 

iThelr  coming  here  emancipated  them,     Esc^iping  from  the 

I  duress  of  semi-feudal  caste  in  Europe,  they  sprang  upward 

to  their  natural  place,  —  the  equal  and  companion  of  mm* 

Nowhere  had  the  like  of  this  been  seen  in  the  world  before ; 

and  nowhere  else  is  now  to  be  seen  this  new  type  of  wootiii* 

These  misfiionaries  of  Heaven's  love  shaped  the  character  asd 

I  the  happy  and  holy  homes  of  New  England  ;  and  these  honm 

]  were  the  primal  canaes  of  our  country's  intelligence  and  vir- 

I  tue^  which,  in  their  tarn^  became  the  causes  of  our  present 

[prosperity  and  ultimate  independence*     A  man  honors  kin 

self  when  he  honors  his  mother,  —  a  mother  who  lived 

I  earth  as  if  she  were  living  in  heaven^  —  that  mother 

'*  Whom  God  created  in  u.  emUe  of  giraeei 
And  lelt  tht  amUe  that  made  hex  in  htr  hoB^'* 

We  have  seen  how  the  farmer's  family,  in  the  log^hul  €m 
^  the  hanks  of  the  Mystic,  passed  their  Saturday :  let  tie  m  " 
see  what  they  do  on  the  following  Sunday-     The  only 
labor  allowed  was  that  of  imperious  necessity:  any  t 
.further  was  thought  to  violate  the  jealous  sanctity  of  th^ 
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day*  The  iron  strictness  with  which  Suuday  must  be  kept, 
made  every  Puritao  look  on  that  occasion  as  if  two  fast -days 
hatl  met  in  one.  The  hour  of  risitig  was  remarkably  latej 
and  nothing  like  hurry  was  seen  in  the  house.  Nature  found 
a  relief  in  this.  When  the  milking  was  over,  and  **  the 
chores  done,"  the  quiet  breakfast  gathers  the  sober  family 
around  the  table,  where  the  usual  provisions  are  spread,  and 
where,  at  the  end  of  the  meal,  the  mother  surprises  her  sons 
with  a  fresh-baked  apple-pie^  smoking  from  a  two-quart 
earthen  dish.  This  argument^  addressed  to  the  stomach,  the 
children  readily  comprehend  ;  and  each  one  takes  his  slice  in 
his  hand,  and,  without  winking,  proceeds  to  business*  Break- 
fast being  finished,  the  morning  worship  is  now  to  be  offered. 
The  father  takes  the  family  Bible  ;  calls  his  little  daughter  to 
look  over  him  as  he  reads  ;  atid  then,  in  slow  and  reverent 
tone^  reads  two  or  three  chapters  from  the  New  Testament 
Careful  not  to  kneel  and  not  to  sit^  the  family  all  stand  tip 
while  the  father,  in  extemporaneous  prayer,  thanks  the  Giver 
of  every  good  for  his  bounties,  confesses  his  sins  with  hu- 
mility and  penitence,  asks  for  pardon  through  a  divine  Re- 
deemer, supplicates  for  the  new  heart  and  new  life  of  the 
gospel,  and  prays  for  the  heavenly  guidance.  In  these  gene^ 
ral  expressions,  he  does  not  forget  to  thank  God  especially 
for  the  religious  freedom  enjoyed  in  America,  and  to  implore 
that  Popery,  Episcopacy,  and  all  other  heresies,  may  be  for 
ever  kept  out  of  his  true  church  here.  There  is  now  an 
hour  before  it  will  be  necessary  to  start  for  meeting ;  and 
this  hour  is  occupied  by  the  children  in  committing  to  me- 
mory a  few  verses  from  the  Bible,  or  a  hymn  from  Sternhold 
and  Hopkins,  or  a  page  from  the  Catechism.  The  mother 
spends  the  hour  in  leaching  her  little  daughter  some  Chris- 
tian history,  or  telling  her  the  story  of  Joseph  from  the  Old 
Testament*  The  father  hears  the  other  children  say  their 
lessons,  and  acts  as  the  superintendent  of  this  first  and  best 
of  Sunday  schools.  The  hour  has  now  arrived  for  the  whole 
femily  to  leave  for  the  meeting-house ;  and,  whether  it  be  in 
this  plantation  or  the  next,  there  is  no  apology  available  for 
absence  from  public  worship*  God's  command,  and  the 
penalties  of  the  statute-law,  decide  this  case  without  equivoca- 
tion*  If  the  weather  be  fair,  the  children  walk,  be  the  dis- 
tance one  mUe  or  three*  Each  one  is  dressed  in  the  fuH 
Sunday  attire,  and  feels  it  of  paramount  importatiee  not  to 
tear  or  soil  it.     They  all  keep  together.     The  father  mounts 
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his  horscj  and  then  takes  his  wife  upon  a  piUion  behind^ 
If  it  be  rainy,  the  oxen  are  hitched  to  the  c^rt^  and 

and  logs  make  seats  within  it ;  and  thus  the  &nulj  go  tog 
If  the  father  be  one  of  the  appointed  "  watchers,"  then  1 
must  take  his  gun  and  ammunition,  and  he  ready  to  repel  \ 
eavage  attack.     Public  worship  began  at  eleven  o*clock ; 
the  morning  service  was  a  glass  and  a  half  long ;  that  uA 
ended  at  half-past  twelve.     The  half-hour  of  intermi 
was  spent  in  and  around  the  meeting-house ;  and  friends  i 
there  that  could  not  get  i*"ithin  speaking  distance  at  any  otfc 
time*     The  young  folks  were  apt  to  huddle  up  together,  i 
did  not  always  talk  about  religion.     The  services  of  the  j 
noon  were  concluded  at  half-past  two  ;  and  our  family  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mystic  have  reached  home  in  one  hour  after- 
wards.    The  pillion,  for  safe  keepings  is  put  under  the  bed, 
the  saddle  hung  up  in  the  bam^  and  the  horse  turned  out  I 
pasture.     The  family  are  now  ready  for  a  meal,  which  UK 

[dinner  and  supper ;  and  forth  from  the  oven  come  that  poti 

llieans  with  its  coronal  pork^  and  that  Indian  pudding,  nil 

fcfectly  done,  having  been  in  prison  about  twenty- four  houn- 
Graco  being  said,  the  pudding  ts  the  first  dish ;  and  it  ii 
delicious  dish  too.  The  color  of  the  pudding  is  a  deep, 
amber ;  and  the  juice  or  jelly  is  abundant*  Hunger  is  the 
best  sauce ;  but  it  does  not  need  that  to  make  this  $a- 
Tory.    Two  plates-full  apiece  scarcely  satisfy  the  young  folks. 

I  The  beans  come  nea£t ;  and  this  strong  and  hearty  food  is 
eaten  with  a  relish ;  though  it  will  taste  belter  to-morroifi 
when  no  pudding  precedes  it.  When  the  dinner  seems  I 
be  over^  the  mother  opens  the  table-drawer ;  and  lo !  a  nii 
apple-pie  I  Appetite  comes  again  at  the  sight  of  new  deli- 
cacies ;  and  it  takes  no  logic  to  convince  the  children 
tlice  of  that  pie  will  do  them  good.  During  the  dinner,  1 
have  talked  about  those  they  saw  at  meeting,  and  each 
rated  what  news  he  had  found.  The  father  had  heard  he 
much  money  was  sunk  by  Mr.  Cradock  in  his  fishing  specu- 
lation J  and  the  reading  boy  had  brought  home  *'  J.  Jane  way  ^i 
Address  to  Citizens  of  London,  after  the  Great  Fire  of  1666," 

^  just  published.      The  first  act  after  Sunday  dinner  was  to 
take  off  the  Sunday  clothes.     Each  one  does  this  ;  and  th^ 
the  mother  assembles  her  childien  around  her^  each  seated  M 
his  block  ;  and  she  hears  them  repeat  the  Catechism ,  and  iheii 

'  endeavors  to  impress  their  minds  with  the  truths  which  the 
sermons  of  the  day  have  set  forth*     During  this  last  exercii 
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the  youngest  daughter  has  fallen  asleep^  the  youngest  boy 
has  tried  to  catch  flies^  and  the  rest  of  her  audience  have 
paid  some  heed.  It  is  now  time  to  close  the  religious  exer- 
cises of  the  Sabbath  by  reading  the  Sacred  Scriptures  and 
joining  in  family  prayer.  This  service  has  the  truth  and  fer- 
vor of  humble  worshippers.  Piety  and  love  are  laid  on  the 
edtar ;  and  the  concluding  Amen  testifies  to  a  sabbath  spent  In 
the  fear  of  God  and  the  love  of  man.  The  father  and  sons 
now  repair  to  the  barn^  and  the  milking  is  soon  finished.  By 
this  time  the  sun  has  set ;  and^  as  if  conscience  had  set  with 
it,  any  secular  pursuit  now  seems  half  allowable.  The  wood 
for  to-morrow's  washing  is  carried  in;  the  great  kettle  is 
filled  with  water ;  the  kindlings  are  put  in  the  comer ;  and 
every  thing  is  ready  for  the  earliest  start.  The  mother  and 
daughters,  who  have  not  dared  to  wash  the  breakfast  or  din- 
ner things  while  the  sun  was  up,  now  begin  that  operation ; 
and  then  get  all  the  clothes  together  which  must  be  washed, 
and  put  them  in  soak.  The  great  kettle  is  now  hung  on ; 
and  it  almost  seems  as  if  Monday  morning  had  arrived. 
The  eldest  son  knows  it  has  not,  and  knows  there  is  a  Sun- 
day evening  yet  to  come ;  and,  full  of  silent  thoughts  and 
tender  emotions,  he  slips  out,  in  full  dress,  at  seven  o'clock, 
to  "  drop  in  "  accidentally  at  neighbor  A.'s,  whose  blooming 
daughter  of  seventeen  he  likes  to  look  at.  If  he  can  get  her 
to  go  and  help  him  sing  at  Mr.  B.'s  for  an  hour  with  some 
of  the  Sunday  choir,  why,  then  what  ?  Any  visiting  on  Sun- 
day evening,  except  for  courting  or  practising  singing  by  the 
choir,  being  positively  forbidden,  it  somehow  always  hap- 
pened that  the  choir  would  meet  on  Sunday  evening ;  and 
there  was  sure  to  be  a  remarkably  full  attendance!  Thus 
the  "singing-school"  was  the  Newport  and  Saratoga  of 
Meadford.  Recreation  of  some  sort  every  human  being  must 
have,  if  he  would  thrive.  He  claims  it  as  Nature's  law.  Our 
Puritan  Fathers  needed  recreation  to  lubricate  the  joints  of 
life.  While  they  have  been  singing  at  Mr.  B.'s,  the  log-hut 
on  the  banks  of  the  Mystic  has  not  been  without  its  music. 
The  parents  have  led,  and  the  children  followed,  in  some  of 
the  good  old  psalm-^tunes  which  have  come  down  from  for- 
mer generations.  At  half-past  eight  o'clock,  the  candle  is  put 
out ;  and  the  day  of  worslup  and  rest  has  ended  to  the  farm- 
er's family,  —  except  to  the  eldest  son,  who,  at  half-past 
nine,  opens  that  door  which  is  never  fastened,  and  quietly 
steals  to  bed  without  disturbing  the  sleepers.  His  mother 
heard  him,  but  did  not  speak. 
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We  are  sure  this  is  but  a  rough  sketch  of  the  ma  on  era 
life  of  the  early  settlers  in  Medford ;  but  we  hope  it 
suffice  to  show  those  salieot  traits  of  industry  and 
of  truthfulness  and  devotion,  for  which  they  were  so 
distinguished*     We  must  look  through  their  eyes  to  see  thi 
aright.     They  were  content  if  they  could  gain  a  comfortabl 
subsbtence,  and  have  the  opportunity  of  worshipping  God 
according  to  the  dltnates  of  their  own  couscienc^s.     Their 
condition,  their  dwellings,  their  dress,  their  facilities,  their 
relationships,  —  how  different  from  ours  1     Deputy*Gov«nKtf 
Dudley,  March  13,  16S1,  writes  thus  i  "  Having  yet  no  ubl^H 
nor  other  room  to  write  in  than  by  the  fireside,  upon  n^^| 
knee,  in  this  sharp  winter,  &c."     If  the  deputy-go?enior 
had  no  more  accommodations  than  these,  what  must  hare 
been  the  deprivations  of  the  rest  of  the  people  ?     For  many 
of  our  modern  superfluities  they  had  no  names  in  their  Tocfr 
bulary.     So  late  as  our  day,  we  have  seen  aged  parsons  who 
have  assured  us  that  they  never  tasted  tea  or  coflfee  imtU 
they  were  over  twenty *oue  years  of  age.     In   1666,  tea,  in 
England,  was  sixty  shilliDgs  sterling  a  pound,  and  was  not 
used  much  in  America  till  1750.     It  was  nearly  the  iame 
with  coffee.     Any  cooking  which  required  sugar  was  too 
expensive  for  our  early  ancestors;  and  the  Sunday  suit  of 
clothes  went  through  a  whole  life*     For  vocal  music,  they  bid 
the  volunteer  solo  from  the  cradle  ;  for  imtnmental^  they  had 
the  sputter  of  the  churn,  the  scraping  of  the  wool*cards 
whiz  of  the  spinning-wheel,  and  the  jerk- rat  tie  of  the  wea 
ing-loom.     Their   sofa  was  the  "  settle,"  and  th^  spri 
seat  was  the  soft  side  of  an  oaken  plank ;  their  carpets  wert' 
clean  white  sand ;  their  ceilings,  rough  boards  and  rafters ; 
and  their   parlor  was   at  once  kitchen,  bedroom,  and  haE 
We  have  seen  what  their  clothing  was ;  and  it  was  the  pro* 
duct  of  their  own  looms  and    knitting-needles.     The  mea 
were  not  encumbered  with  suspenders,  or  dickies,  or  timbreL 
las ;   nor  were  the  women   sighing  after  diamonds,  o; 
glasses^  or  Cologne  water*     How  expensive,  vexatious, 
useless  would  have  been  long  female  dresses  bedraggled  ever 
moment  in  the  grass  I     Fashion,  which  is  the  labor  of  littl 
minds,  and  not  the  repose  of  great  ones,  had  not  become 
fickle  tyrant  we  now  see  it*     They  aimed  at  health  ;  and 
children  who  were  born  weak  and  feeble  could  not  be  kej 
alive,  as  they  are  by  modern  skill :  hence  the  robustness 
those  who  survived.     We  come,  then,  to  the  conclusion,  tbaiT 
moderate  labor,  simple  diet,  sufficient  sleep,  regular  habits^  md 
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lental  peace^  each  helped  to  prolong  life  and  secure  content- 
aent.  Yes,  we  say  contentment ;  for,  if  any  one  should  think 
lese  humble  annals  descriptive  only  of  ennui  or  thraldom  or 
'  stupidity,  we  must  call  it  a  hasty  and  false  conclusion.  When 
the  human  mind  really  desires  improvement,  it  converts 
rocks  and  trees,  animals  and  men,  trials  and  joys,  into  books 
of  philosophy  and  bibles  of  truth.  By  a  chemistry  which  it 
cannot  explain,  the  hungry  and  thirsty  soul  turns  every  thing 
into  educational  meaning  and  moral  nutriment.  All  that  is 
.thus  gained  are  reliable  facts  and  available  knowledge,  which 
will  stand  the  test  of  life  and  experience,  while  rainbow 
theories  &de  and  vanish  with  the  dissolving  cloud.  Our 
fithers  had  strong  common  sense ;  and,  while  they  were 
devoted  to  a  Puritan  £iith  and  an  exclusive  church,  they  did 
not  lose  their  humanity ;  but  the  very  necessities  of  their 
condition  brought  them  to  the  most  practical  results,  and  to 
the  soundest  philosophy  of  life. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 


FIEE-DEPARTMENT. 

The  first  action  of  the  town  relating  to  fires  was  May  12, 
1760,  when  it  was  voted  that  two  fire-hooks  be  provided  for 
the  use  of  the  town. 

March  7, 1763 :  Voted  to  raise  £26.  13*.  id.  for  procuring 
a  fire-engine,  if  the  rest  can  be  obtained  by  subscription. 
Hon.  Isaac  Royal,  Stephen  Hall,  Esq.,  and  Captain  Seth 
Blodget,  were  chosen  a  committee  to  procure  the  engine  and 
receive  the  subscriptions. 

This  resulted  in  the  purchase  of  an  engine  called  the 
"  Grrasshopper,"  which  was  placed  near  the  market  This 
engine  was  removed  to  the  West  End,  April  1,  1799  (when 
another  had  been  obtained),  and  was  kept  in  the  bam  attached 
to  the  **  Angier  House."  It  is  yet  in  existence,  and  is  some- 
times employed  in  pumping  water  into  vessels. 

March  11,  1765 :  For  the  first  time,  nine  fire-wards  and 
twelve  engine-men  were  appointed  by  vote  of  the  town^ 


472  HlffTOBT  OF  MEDFORD. 

In  1785,  some  gentlemen  associated  themselyes  wider 
the  name  of  the  "  Medford  Amicable  Fire  Society,**  wkk 
the  motto>  AmicU  nobUque.  Twenty-four  members  onlf 
were  allowed ;  and  they  solemnly  engage  to  govern  them- 
selves by  the  nine  "  regulations  "  which  they  adopted.  Theie 
regulations  embrace  all  the  common  provisions  for  choice  of 
officers  and  transaction  of  business  which  such  an  aasociatioii 
would  require.  The  third  provides  that  ''each  member 
shall  keep  constantly  in  good  order,  hanging  up  in  some 
convenient  place  in  his  dwelling-house^  two  leather  bncketiy 
of  convenient  size,  in  which  shall  be  two  bags  and  one  screw- 
key,  each  bag  measuring  one  yard  and  three-quarters  i& 
length,  and  three-quarters  of  a  yard  in  breadth.  If  the  begs 
or  buckets  of  any  member  be  out  of  place  at  any  quarterly 
inspection,  he  shall  pay  a  fine  of  twenty-five  cents  for  each 
article  so  out  of  place. 

"  At  the  alarm  of  fire,  each  member  shall  immediately 
repair,  with  his  bags,  buckets^  &c.,  to  the  place  where  it  h^h 
pens ;  and,  if  the  house  or  property  of  any  member  be  in 
danger,  every  member  shall  resort  thither,  and  use  his  utmost 
endeavors,  under  the  direction  of  the  member  in  danger,  if 
present,  otherwise  according  to  his  own  judgment,  to  secoze 
all  his  goods  and  effects,  under  penalty  of  what  the  society 
may  determine.  And  if  there  shall  not  be  any  property  of 
a  member  in  danger,  then  each  member,  at  the  request  of 
any  other  person  in  immediate  danger,  will  consider  himself 
obliged  to  assist  such  person  in  the  same  manner  as  though 
such  person  belonged  to  the  society." 

Candidates  for  admission  must  be  proposed  three  months 
before  election;  and  three  votes  in  the  negative  prevent 
membership.  The  second  line  in  the  first  article  of  regula- 
tions reads  thus :  ''  The  members  shall  dine  together  on  the 
first  Wednesday  in  August  annually." 

When  engines  were  few,  and  their  hose  were  short,  thii 
society  rendered  most  important  service  ;  and,  as  their  chief 
aim  was  to  rescue  furniture,  they  were  sometimes  able  to  save 
nearly  all  by  their  concentrated  and  harmonious  action.  The 
introduction  of  better  engines  and  systematic  procedure  at 
fires  has  rendered  the  society  so  little  needed  that  it  has 
almost  lost  its  existence. 

Sept.  19,  1796 :  Voted  to  procure  a  new  engine. 
*     These  engines  served  the  purposes  of  the  town  till  a  late 
period.     The  firemen  were  selected  from  the  most  reliable 
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and  energetic  of  all  the  eitizeni  ;  and^  once  a  month,  each 
engine  was  examined  and  played* 

March  S,  18^8 ;  "  Voted  that  the  selectmen  be  a  committee 
to  examine  and  consider  the  necessity  of  procuring  a  new 
engine  for  the  west  part  of  the  town." 

18^8 :  The  first  record  of  the  organisation  of  a  new  engine- 
company.  1831,  the  town  voted  to  give  a  eupper  each  year 
to  the  firemen*  Nov.  14,  18S6 :  Voted  to  purchase  a  new 
engine, 

Nov.  9^  18S5 :  The  town  voted  that  the  fire-engines  may 
be  employed  to  water  ships,  and  that  proper  compensation  be 
required  therefor. 

March  6 J  1837:  At  this  time  there  was  a  general  call  for 
a  more  extended  and  efficient  defence  against  fire ;  and  the 
town  voted  that  it  approves  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  sections 

i  1839 :  The  town  voted  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  an 
act  of  incorporation  for  their  fire-department.  This  petition 
suggests  to  the  Legislature  the  importance  of  considering  the 
whole  subject ;  and  accordingly  they  reconstruct  the  laws  ; 
and,  on  the  9th  of  Aprilj  the  present  law  was  passed.  The 
next  day,  they  authorized  the  town  of  Medford  to  organize  a 
fire-department,  according  to  their  petition.  The  form  runs 
thus ;  — 

f  "  An  Atf$  to  ^sUthlUh  A  FirA'departrrwni  in  the  Tovm  cf  Medford. 

**  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  samer  as  fol- 
ows:  — 

"The  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Medford  are  hereby  authorised 
to  establish  a  fire-department  in  said  town,  in  the  manneri  and 
according  to  the  proTisions,  prescribed  ia  an  act  to  regulate  fire 
departments,  passed  on  the  9th  of  April,  18B9 ;  and  the  said  ^r^ 
department^  when  so  established,  and  ihe  several  members  thereof, 
and  all  the  officers  and  companies  appointed  by  thenii  and  the  said 
town  of  Medford,  and  the  lo habitants  thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  all 
the  duties  and  llabalitieSf  and  be  entitled  to  all  the  pritrileges  and 
exemptioDs,  specified  in  said  act,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  them 
respectively***    April  10,  1839. 

r  The  ninth  section  provides  that  the  act  establishing  the 
fire-department  '^  shall  not  take  effect  until  it  is  accepted  and 
approved  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town/'  It  was  approved 
by  the  town,  and  the  present  fire4epartment  organised  in  due 
form, 
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March  T,  1842 :  The  duef  eaginecr  made  hi*  first 


report* 


fmrtj  of 


datems,  sunk  m  the  ground  in  tm 
towB,  are  filled  with  water^  to  be  used  only  ia  case  of  fire* 
These  reservoirs  were  ordered  by  a  vote  of  the  town,  Nov*  6^ 
18Sa 

Every  provision  of  hose,  fire-hook«>  ladders,  &c*,  whicb  die 
department  required,  was  made  by  the  town. 

In  1840  was  published  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "State  taw* 
and  Town  Ordinances  respecting  the  Fire  Department  of  the 
Town  of  Medford,"  It  contained  the  act  of  the  Genend 
Court  of  April  9,  1839;  also  the  act  of  April  17^  18S7,  ^m 
prevent  bonfiresj  and  false  alarms  of  fire ;  *'  also  **  extmds 
from  the  Revised  Statutes,  chapter  18 ;  also  "  an  ordinani^ 
for  preventing  and  extinguishing  fires,  and  establishing  a 
fire-department  in  the  town  of  Medford^  —  passed  by  the 
board  of  engineersj  April  25,  1840 ; "  also  farther  **  extracts 
from  the  Revised  Statutes,  chapter  58."  "  x\pproved  by  the 
town,  April  ^9,  1840." 

The  ordiname  passed  by  the  board  of  engineers  hud,  and 
still  has,  the  approval  of  every  intelligent  and  virtuoui  ( ' 
in  Medford.     A  brief  extract  is  as  follows  :  -^ 

Fines  for  carrying  fire  openly  in  the  streets,  from  I  wo  dollars 

twenty  dollars;    for   allowing  to  remain   any   defective   chunn 

deposit  of  asbes,  Slc^  five  dollars  to  twenty  dollars ;  chtmnej  set  m 

fire  at  improper  timea,  two  dollars.     Engineers  shall  remove  co®^ 

huBtible  materials  where  dangeronsly  placed;  the  engineers  shiU 

choose  a  chief  engineer  and  officers,  control  the  engines^  and  make 

all  due  regnktions ',  engineers  shall  repair  to  the  place  of  fire  immt^ 

diately,  and  take  all  the  steps  necessary  to  extinguish  the  fiiie  asd 

secure  property.     There  shall  be  hook,  ladder,  hose,  sail,  and  ^igiac 

carriages.    The  chief  engineer  shall  have  full  command,  and  m  ' 

an  annual  report  to  the  town.     No  one  shall  be  a  member  of 

,  flre-department  under  eighteen  years  of  age  ;  nor  tinder  twenty^ 

I  nil  less  by  request  of  parents.     Firet  Tuesday  of  May,  each  com      _ 

I  ehail  choose  officers.     Duties  of  sever al  oncers  specilied*     Enginei, 

BJ\er  a  Jire^  shall  be  cleaned ;  and,  once  in  two  months,  the  cocQpfr* 

^  nies  exercised.     Duties  of  firemen,  to  protect  life  and  save  propertj. 

Badges  to  be  worn.     Disobedient  members  dismissed*     Duues  of 

eitizeos  who  are  present  at  a  fire*     Officers  of  a  company  may  be 

discharged.      When   buildings,  not  on  fire,  shall  be  demolished. 

I  The  orainance  closes  with  the  following  twenty -first  seetjon :  "l!%e 

8s embers  of  the  several  companies  shall  not  assemble  in  the  hooaM 

intrusted  to  their  care,  except  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  eogiot 

or  apparatus  on  the  alarm  of  fire,  or  for  drill  and  exercise,  and  «C 


u 


^fetumifig  the  earns  to  the  housei  and  taking  tlie  necasBarj  eare 
of  said  apparatus  nher  Us  return/* 

The  wisdom  of  Med  ford  in  this  twenty-firet  section  is 
most  apparent^  and  kas  doubtless  prevented  the  intemperance 
and  moral  ruin  which  have  elsewhere  been  deplored.  Some 
towns  have  provided  their  engine-men  with  a  ftiruiehed  hall, 
lighted  and  warmed  every  evening.  This  plan*  which  was 
deiigned  for  good,  has,  in  some  casesj  produced  the  most 
fatal  results.  It  has  brought  together  numbers  of  young 
poien,  who  have  not  had  a  proper  early  education,  and  whose 
passions  natui-ally  lead  them  to  excess.  Some  of  these  towns 
have  allowed  these  engine-men  a  supper,  at  the  town's 
expensCj  whenever  they  have  been  on  duty  at  a  fire.  It  has 
been  said  that  some  thoughtless  young  engine-men  have 
rejoiced  at  the  occurrence  of  a  fire,  because  it  secured  to  them 
thid  public  supper ;  and  newspapers  Have  gone  so  far  as  to 
affirm  that  fires  have  been  actually  kindled  by  unprincipled 
firemen,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  supper  afterwards ! 
Common  humanity  leads  us  to  hope  that  such  statements  are 
not  true.  Can  it  be  that  any  human  mmd  is  so  sunk  to  the 
level  of  a  brute,  so  polluted  in  moral  debasement^  and  eo  lost 
to  all  feeling  and  all  justice^  m  to  be  guilty  of  one  of  the 
most  atrocious  crimes,  merely  to  get  a  mpper  J  If  there  be 
one  such  member  of  any  fire-company  in  this  Commonwealth, 
the  sooner  he  is  transferred  to  the  State  Prison^  the  better  fbir 
Mm  and  for  the  community*  It  would  be  compassion  to 
stop  him  in  his  road  to  ruin,  and  to  put  him  where  his  pas- 
mons  C4in  be  quieted,  and  where  he  could  have  leisure  to 
see  himself  ai  God  ues  him. 

The  existence  of  fire-departments  in  our  wooden  cities  and 
towns  is  indispensable ;  but  we  think  they  have  not  been 
wifely  organized  or  properly  sustiuned*  They  should  be 
considered  as  iiwwrafiee-q^ei,  and  supported  by  a  premium- 
tax  on  all  property.  All  the  officers,  without  exreptioni 
should  be  chosen  by  the  selectmen,  and  be  paid  proper- 
tionably,  as  are  officers  of  fire-insurance  companies ;  and. 
Eke  luch  officers,  should  be  laid  under  bonds.  Each  fireman 
sliould  be  appointed  by  the  selectmen,  and  so  paid  as  to 
secure  the  strongest  and  best  principled  men*  Their  conneo* 
tion  with  the  fire-department  should  be  a  mark  of  respectabi- 
lity, and  a  proof  of  good  character.  Their  prompt  attendance 
OD  the  alarm  of  fire  should  be  rewarded  by  distinction,  and 
their  unnecessary  absence  be  punished  by  the  heaviest  finet. 
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There  should  be  no  loonging-rooms  and  no  public 
famished  them ;  but  all  the  motives  should  be  so 
that  each  fireman  would  hear  the  alarm-bell  only  with  sor 
row.  A  department  thus  organized  would  bear  just  propof- 
tion  to  the  vast  interests  at  stake ;  it  would  be  the  cheapsit 
in  the  end ;  and  it  would  allow  every  citizen  to  go  to  mt 
at  night  without  troublesome  suspicions. 

If  each  town  should  resolve  itself  into  a  mutual  fire-insuzanee 
company,  and  make  each  building  pay  annually  its  propor- 
tionate premium  towards  a  cumulative  fund,  it  might 
that  general  ai\d  positive  interest  in  the  fire-department  ^ 
it  so  much  needs. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  learning  that  the  fire-depttztmflDt 
of  Medford  is  furnished  with  officers  xof  reliable  charartwfj 
of  good  judgment,  and  prompt  energy ;  and  with  firemen  who 
have  in  times  past  dotie  honor  to  themselves ;  who  will,  ia 
times  to  come,  show  themselves  equal  to  the  severest  ene^ 

Sndes,  and  continue  to  deserve  the  grateful  esteem  of  their 
low-citizens. 

Expenses  of  the  fire-department^  from  Feb.  15,  1854,  to 
Feb.  15,  X855,  $2,046.04. 

The  engines  in  use  at  the  present  time  are :  — - 


Names. 

Places. 

When  boaght. 

Bnilden. 

OMt 

GoTKBvoB  Brooks,  No.  1 
Qkhkbal  Jacmoh,  No.  2 
Washihgtok,  ...  No.  3 

Union  St. 
High   St. 
Parl£   St. 

Maroh,    1840 

.  1846 

AUy  31, 1850 

Hmmemaii  A  Oo. 
HonnemanAOo. 
Hnnneman  A  Oo. 

$10W 
SM 
IIM 

The  number  of  men  attached  to  each  engine  averages 
about  forty-five.  The  salary  of  each  officer  and  fireman  per 
annum  is  six  dollars,  and  poll-tax  refunded.  The  hook-and- 
ladder  apparatus  has  twenty-five  men  attached  to  it. 

Match  7,  1847 :  The  town  voted  to  pay  each  fireman  five 
dollars  per  annum. 

During  1854,  the  department  was  called  out  nine  times 
to  fires  in  town;  the  loss  of  property  estimated  at  $17^500. 


BOCIETIES. 


The  strong  tendency  among  us  for  consociated  action  makes 
it  easy  to  form  societies  for  special  objects.     Medford  has  its 
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fiill  share ;  and  they  are  sometimes  general^  sometimes  local, 
and  sometimes  confined  to  parish  limits.  Sewing-circles^ 
charitable  associations,  literary  unions,  religious  brotherhoods, 
and  such  like,  are  silent  yet  powerful  agencies  for  the  grati- 
fication of  the  social  instincts,  for  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge, the  cultivation  of  taste,  the  improvement  of  manners, 
and  the  progress  of  religion ;  but  especially  for  relieving  the 
necessitous,  comforting  the  sick,  and  provicUng  for  the  young. 

T%e  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance.  —  Mystic  Division, 
No.  20,  of  Massachusetts.  This  branch  of  a  widely  extended 
and  benevolent  firatemity  was  organized  Oct  5,  1853,  and 
already  numbers  over  thirty  members.  The  first  office,  of 
W.  P.,  has  a  new  occupant  every  three  months.  The  gentie- 
men  who  have  held  it  are  S.  D.  Poole,  J.  M.  Usher,  Benja- 
min H.  Samson,  William  A.  Sanborn,  John  Brown,  and 
Bichard  G.  Pinkham.  A  public  installation  of  officers  was 
had  in  the  Town  Hall,  April  11,  1854,  when  delegations 
from  other  branches  were  present ;  and  a  supper  afterwards 
made  members  and  friends  of  both  sexes  happy.  FidelU 
adumam. 

Mount  Herman  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Matom.  — 
Last  year,  a  few  Freemasons,  who  were  wont  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  Hiram  Lodge,  West  Cambridge,  determined  to  • 
establish  a  lodge  in  Medford,  so  that  they  might  enjoy  the 
pleasures  of  Masonry  nearer  home.  Hearing  of  their  deter- 
mination, others  of  their  brethren  in  Medford  united  with 
them  in  petitioning  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  to  grant 
them  the  requisite  authority  for  assembling  as  a  legal  lodge. 
A  dispensation  was  granted ;  and,  the  proper  time  of  proba- 
tion having  nearly  elapsed,  they  will  soon  (in  September, 
1855)  receive  a  charter,  which  will  confirm  them  in  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  a  regularly  constituted  lodge.  The  original 
petitioners  were  Messrs.  George  Hervey,  John  T.  White, 
E.  G.  Currell,  C.  E.  Merrill,  Cleopas  B.  Johnson,  William 
Crook,  Dr.  Samuel  Kidder,  A.  H.  Gardner,  Elisha  Stetson, 
James  Ford,  and  T.  R.  Feck.  The  lodge  is  now  in  a  flou- 
rishing condition,  and  has  every  prospect  of  further  success 
and  extended  usefulness  under  its  efficient  organization, 
which  is  as  follows :  — 


Wonbipful  Oeorge  Hervey,  Master. 
Elisha  Stetson,  Senior  Warden. 
S.  O.  Curr6U,  Junior  Warden. 
C  B.  Johnson,  Senior  Deacon. 
C.  E.  MerriU,  Junior  Deacon. 


Hiram  Southworth,  Treasurer. 
S.  C.  Lawrence,  Secretary. 
Lewis  Keen,  Senior  Steward* 
S.  W.  Sanborn,  Junior  Steward. 
James  Ford,  Tyler. 


KirroT-  or 


Matrntr.  ^a^-.mm:  C^rrwnrmmi.  —  June  SI,  IBOI:  (k 
txuv  s».  a:  £7  c  inrrmnrKDm.  vas  pawed  by  the  f^^MM^ 
i«ur.    T^-  T-r^:::    us:  T»rnTineiarj  of  &  tzaci  of'akinai^k 

;sr.^.  7r    us    rt'Zir   «r.".urrp  axu.  nanro^eiBent  of  nid  mm^ 

-  Niiiu!    1    i>    fiKSfT*^  ncr  r.-  laic.  liadford.  b^jmmig  p^  lU 
<»    hr.   an    TTini*i5i.  ^rtatfT"-    tt  tat  land  of  Andrew  HaC . 
'l^Hft-'^-itr:..   an.     >c3i^«n:    Bol    i.    tfef    briek   ka 
li«&n   i:*^-.    an.    tis«— »»t.  iwonoe^.  rrr  laidrnrer. 
xfr.  imsML  V.  «ii^.  MA.  Nkaiui>      -^w-  ZA:-  gaiu  oarpoiBtian  »>««ii  ] 
■w«»f    I    rirr.    au.   a&ak    ^  dik.   o    so&aea;  heigiii  oadwidAia 
la.  jitfci.  fw\^i-^*.    1   jBfti.  i&£Ts..  harmmiy  a:  "M^iAari  ime^andxi^ 
,  v-ra^T^vii^.    «"    lir   ttn.  i    sai.  ^jiCTf^  HaT  and  othflB,  ■>  fir 


.ir  jt:  ..\:.:«ir:  It-  a<Ui.  T.r.^Tuifcin.-  tor:  cnooBmg  i 
aianti"  i  L^-r>  ^..  "^^^.-^^u  luTingni*  The  cumpmr  VM 
»Ty*rt  -^v  iu-.  -  h'^-."  'i — I.  lit:  T^rvspnetoT^  paying  eadi  Iv 
'Kvsiwrii.'i.  .  -1  :  ^'^  «4s?s«f»-  i:^ft'  inwi:  the-  carpaxitioB; 
ii-.    '-;i.         >..'-   1^:    i-*^"   •  1^  '^■a.-'  an:   nuncLred  and  fi^ 

»^^>v:t    11:    ^. -:..•,-•  ^-   Jak^    XT-    ciii    coDUiel  any  juigiiiflttr 


XT 


-y-^-*.    J.    .•.■.■,■;    .     'V:^    ■  . — a^-^    ;.-    »  .t    A    Arc   a  ais  •£•« 
a-ii    : . .       .'     —  ■  .  r.r  >♦.  i::a*  ».  .-:jm.tx  siuil  a«  XT  -aiEs  awsj 
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Aug.  t3,  1630.  —  **It  was  ordered  that  cjirpenlefs,  jomerSj  bridt* 

ijrers,  Bawyeri!,  tliatcheri,  &hi\\\  not  take  above  2«.  a  day  j  nor  any 

^btdi  give  more,  under  jmin  of  10«.  to  taker  and  giver;  and 

tliat  sswers  shall  not  take  above  4$.  Sd.  the  hundred  for  boards,  at 

score  the  hundred,  if  they  have  tbeir  wood  felled  and  squared 

them ;  and  not  above  5j.  Gcf.  if  they  fell  and  square  their  wood 

lliemselvea*" 

Feb»  7, 1632.  —  On  thifl  day,  GoTemor  Winlhrop,  Mr,  Nowelli 
axid  others,  cn>saed  our  ford  in  Medford^  and  travelled  on  an  explor- 
ing expedition  towards  the  north^eaat,  and  came  ^'  to  a  very  ^^reat 
po»d,  haTing  in  the  mtdst  an  island  of  about  one  acre,  and  very 
thick  with  trees  of  pine  and  beech ;  and  the  pond  had  divers  small 
ft>ekfl  standing  up  here  and  there  in  it,  which  they  therefore  called 
"  Pond.  They  went  all  about  it  on  the  ic?e*" 
1633. —  Puritans  ;  Neal  says,  ""*•  Hardly  a  vessel  came  into  these 
■ports  but  was  crowded  with  passengers  for  New  England/^ 

July  2,  1633.  —  **  It  is  ordered  that  no  person  sell  either  wine  or 

trong  water  without  teave  frona  the  governor  or  deputy-governor ; 

ad  no  man  shall  give  any  strong  water  to  any  Indian*"     1638»  — 

**  Wine  shall  not  be  sold  by  innholders ;  but  they  may  brew  the 

beer  they  sell." 

OcL   Ij  1633*  —  Thanksgiving-day  appointed  by  the   General 

art,  —  the  first  on  record*     It  was  as  follows  :  **  In  regard  to  the 

aany  and  extraordinary  mercies  which  the  Lord  hath  been  pleased 

vouchsafe  of  late  to  this  plantation,  —  viz.,  a  plentiful  harvest, 

ihips  safely  arrived  with  persons  of  special  u^^e  and  qualityf  Scc*^  —  it 

"  \  ordered  that  Wednesday,  16th  of  this  present  month,  eball  be  kept 

a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  through  the  several  plantationSi" 

1635.  —  A  wharf,  made  by  targe  trees  laid  crosswise,  was  built 

the  bank  of  Maiden  Rivera  opposite  the  Wellington  Farm ;  and 

'  a  cartway  led  from  it  to  the  first  house  built  in  Medfbrd. 

March  28,  1S36. —  Governor  Winthrop,  writing  to  his  son,  sayfl^ 
**  This  morning,  I  went  to  Ten  Hills  with  your  mother  and  your  wife, 
to  have  seen  Goodman  BushnelL  We  are  alt  in  good  health  ;  and 
I  praise  God  for  it.  Your  w^ife  and  mother,  and  all  of  us,  salute 
you  and  your  good  company*  The  Lord  bless  and  prosper  you. 
Farewell,  my  good  son." 

Oct,  28,  1636.  —  **  It  is  ordered  that  the  freemen  of  every  town 
shall,  from  time  to  time^  as  occasion  shall  require,  agree  amongst 
themselves  about  the  prices  and  rates  of  any  tow%  whether  work^ 
men,  laborer,  or  servant," 

1636*  —  ^  Buying  provisions  and  victuals  to  sell  agftiii  la  forbtd* 
dea,  unless  leave  be  obtained  of  the  governor*'* 

Kov«  20,  1 637*  — "  Ordered  that  no  person  shall  sell  any  oik^ 
or  buns,  either  In  the  markets,  or  vietu ailing  houses,  or  elsewhere, 
npOQ  pain  of  10*4  fine ;  provided  that  this  order  shall  not  extend  to 
aucb  cakes  as  shall  be  made  for  any  burial  or  marriage,  gr  such  like 
I  oocasioii*"  # 
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Bee*  4,  1 638.  —  Tliree  penons  hiriiif  been  drowned,  ai  < 
town  Ferry,  by  the  carete;*^  tipeettiiig  gf  «  cmnoe,  the  etTOft  *  < 
tliat  no  cauoe  should  be  o^ed  at  amp  firry ^  opon  pain  of  £^ ; 
shotild  any  canoe  be  btiUt  in  oor  jurMkiion  before  tbe  nexi  Gcse- 
rml  Court,  tipoo  pain  of  £10/' 

Sept  %  1 639.  —  Regis tratioD  of  births,  marriages,  fttid  dolkii 
expressly  req aired ;  and  to  be  sent  annualLy  to  tbe  conrt 

1640. — ^  Matthew  Cradock  wa^  a  member  of  Pariiameiii  finoD 
LondoD. 

Jone  2, 1641.  --^  Tbe  bonnds  for  Cbarlestown  TOlage  (WoImuii) 
are  to  be  eet  out  bj  Captain  Cook%  Mr*  Holliocke,  and  Mr-  Jo^ 
Oliver,  the  contents  of  four  mile  sqaare*** 

Mr.  Cartf^r,  the  first  minister  of  Wobom,  was  ordained  1642, 
when  seven  ty-^eTen  miniate  fb  had  been  ordained  In  New  Eti^aod. 

1642. — ^Confederation  agminst  the  Indians  recommended  by  tbe 
General  Con  it. 

May  10,  1643. — ^The  General  Court  appointed  a  committee  to 
lay  out  a  road  from  Cambridge  to  Woburn. 

1 643.  —  Middlesex  wag  the  first  to  recommend  and  adopt  tht 
diriaion  of  territory  into  conn  ties- 
Mr.  Eiln^ard  Collins  was  chosen  by  Cambridge  a  represeolatiff 

in  the  General  Court ;  but  he  did  not  attends     They  re^^uired  bim  to 
give  reasons  for  Eii^  neglect,  or  pay  twenty  sbUUngs. 

1644.  —  Medford  was  called  to  mourn  the  death  of  its  fotlndiTt 
Matthew  Cradock,  E;^q. ;  and^in  1649,  lost  a  friend  and  neigUborTia 
tlie  death  of  Governor  Winthrop. 

1 644.  «^  It  was  customary  with  the  early  settlers  in  Medford  to 
attend  public  worship  in  the  neighboring  towns  when  they  hid  I 
preaching  within  their  own  plantation.  On  a  sabbath,  in 
1644,  when  it  wag  a  serious  loss  to  have  ^Hhe  go-to-meeting-b 
injured,  the  following  aemi-tragic  leene  occurred  near  Mystic  Bl 
We  give  the  narrative  in  the  w*ords  of  Governor  Winthrop  (*• 
nal,*%ol.  ii*  p.  161):  ^' One  Dalkin  and  his  wife,  dwelling 
Mead  ford,  coming  from  Cambridge,  where  they  had  spent  thm 
Babbatb,  and  being  to  pass  over  the  river  at  a  ford^  the  tido  tiot 
being  fallen  enough,  the  husband  adventured  over,  and,  finding  it 
too  deep,  persuaded  his  wife  to  stay  a  while;  but^  tt  raining  v«*nr 
ftore^  she  would  needs  adventure  over,  and  was  carried  away  with 
the  itream  past  her  depth.  Her  husband,  not*danng  to  go  help  to* 
oried  out;  and  thereu^mn  his  dog,  being  at  his  house  near  by/eaoM 
forthf  andf  seeing  s^ome thing  in  the  water,  swam  to  her ;  and  fbe 
caught  hold  of  the  dog's  tail :  so  he  drew  her  to  the  shore,  and  saf^ 
her  life."  If,  at  ihie  time^  it  wa^  fiood-tide  in  Medford,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  marital  chivalry  was  at  a  very  low  ebb*  Wi 
related  this  hair-breadth  escape  to  a  lady  of  Medford,  who  inst 
exclaimed,  **  I  would  have  thrown  my  inkumcm  husband 
river,  and  then  married  the  human  dog  I '' 

March  4j  1645.  — '' Whei^us  complaint  hath  been  tnede  totliil' 
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court,  that  divers  persona -within  this  jurisdiclion  do  Hi^imllj  absent 
thenij^eives  from  church  meetings  upon  the  Lord's  daj,  power  is 
tberetbre  given  to  any  two  assiscan^s  to  hear  and  censure;,  either  by 
fine  or  imprij^onment  (at  their  discretion),  all  mhderneanors  of  thut 
kind  eommitted  by  any  inhabitant  within  this  jurisdictton,  provided 
they  exceed  not  tha  fine  of  five  shiHings  for  one  offence/' 

1045. —  Somethm}^  may  be  guessed  concerntng  the  state  of  things 
among  the  early  settlers,  when  *'  a  man  walks  on  jSnow-shoe^  live 
miles  to  buy  a  bushel  of  corn,  carries  it  ou  his  hack  to  mill,  and 
thence  home:** 

May  6^  1646.  —  The  Genera!  Court  forbid  all  persons  taking  any 
tobacco  within  five  miles  of  any  house* 

1647.  —  The  sum  of"  lifty  pounds,  and,  in  1649,  the  additional 

jBum  of  fifty  pounds,  given,  by  the  will  of  Mathew  Cradock,  Esq., 

ho  the  poor  of  St.  SwithenX  are  acknowledged  as  having  been 

^received,  and  entered  in  the  **  Vellum  Book,"  Oct*  17,  165L     These 

Bums  were  laid  out  in  building  shops  against  the  church- walU 

1647.  —  Charle^town's  **  part  of  MisUck  Wear  was  granted  as  an 
ftilowance  for  the  town  si^bool  for  ever.'' 

1 647.  —  The  General  Court  invite  the  Synod  to  draw  up  "  a 
confession  of  faith/* 

Nov,  n,  1C47,  —  Medford  was  under  the  following  law  ;  Ordered 
that  no  lover  shall  seek  the  band  of  his  chosen  one  till  be  has  a^ked 
permission  of  her  parent!.  Penalty  for  the  first  offence,  £5  ;  for 
^the  second,  £10 ;  and  for  the  third*  imprisonment  According  to 
'  Ilia,  courting,  in  those  days,  mu^t  have  been  a  very  dangerous  buii- 
aess. 

The  **  Cambridge  Platform  "  adopted  1648;  and  the  church  at 
Maiden  gathered  the  same  year, 

OcL  18,  1 648.  —  The  coopers  united  in  a  company,  and  received 
firom  the  General  Court  an  act  of  incorporation. 

May  2,  1 649.  —  The  General  Court  say,  "  Upon  the  petition 
of  Misstick-side  men,  they  are  granted  to  be  a  distinct  town,  and  the 
name  thereof  to  be  called  Matddon" 

X$49,  —  The  Middlesex  County  Eecords  before  tbia  date  are 
lost, 

I  B4d.  —  ^  Horsea  mnst  he  registered  in  &  book  kept  in  each 
town/' 

In  a  neighboring  town,  church  troubles  ran  so  high,  in  1650|  that 
they  were  obliged  to  call  in  the  civrl  authorities. 

1650,  —  "Goodman"  and  **  good  wife"  were  common  appella- 
tions, **  Mr.'*  was  applied  only  to  persons  of  distinction^  "  Esquire  ** 
was  seldom  used :  it  was  esteemed  above  that  of  "  reverend,"  Mr* 
Jofias  Plaistowe  took  com  from  the  Indians.  The  General  Court 
ordered  him  to  return  the  com,  and  pay  a  fine ;  and  **  hereafter  to 
he  called  by  the  name  of  Josias,  and  not  Mr.,  as  formerly  he  used 
to  be.'* 

1657.  —  Xhs  name  of  Jonathan  Wade  first  appears  on  the  records 
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of  tbe  re|»Tgtry  of  deeds  in  Middlesex  County,  June  11,  1C57- 
next  occurrence,  May  20,  I6rj2* 

1670.  —  Some  Indian  cbUdren  were  brought  up  in  otir  Knglbi 
families,  and  afterwards  bet^iime  idle  and  intemperate.     A  gentlfl 
man  a^ked  the  Indian  fathi^r  wbj  this  was  so.      He   atisirer 
"  Tu<*ka  will  be  tucks,  for  nil  old  hen  be  batch  'em-" 

1 673.  —  Populaiion  of  New  England,  1 20,0fX>.    Of  th^^e,  I M 
could    bear   arm^*      Bo^'^ton    had    1^501}  families.     In    1760,    Nrl( 
England  had  aDl\0O0  inhabitants,  and  530  Congregational  churuhca 

1073.  —  An  author  ^siyd,  *^  At  this  time,*there  was  not  a  hou^e  i 
New  Enjiland  which  had  more  than  twenty  rooms.  There  wen 
Eve  hundred  persons  worth  each  three  thousand  pounde»  The  wor 
cottages  were  loOed.*^ 

February,    1674. — ^  The   earliest   record   of  town -mee tings 
Medford,  which  has  escaped  de^ruction^  bears  the  abo%  e  date^ 

Before  1676,  there  were  but  few  settlements  more  than  tweo^ 
miles  from  the  Atlantic  coasL 

1679*  —  "The  court  decide  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  mta 
marry  his  former  wife's  sister/'     There  h  no  good  reason  for  ibifl^ 
but  it  would  baye  been  wise  to  have  forbidden  tirst^oustiii  to  ma 
each  other. 

Apparitions  and  haunted  bouses.  The  belief  in  tbeni  wai  f^fj 
common  for  the  first  hundred  yeara  of  our  history ;  aiwl  It  wtl  i 
faith  full  of  etlicacy  to  puzzle  men  and  frighten  children. 

1 690.  —  The  delusions  of  witchcraft  never  penetrated  Medford* 
(See  Mr,  Turell's  narrative.) 

In  1 690.,  Medfbrd  chose  a  sealer  of  weights  and  measurei« 

The  ^  oath  of  fidelity  '*  was  often  taken  in  Medford  during  ibe  fiM 
century.     It  differed  from  the  "freeman  oalb," 

16if7.  —  **  Ifsaac  Royal,  merchant,  of  Boston,  was  tnarHed*  by 
Benjamin  Wads  worth,  July  I,  16^7,  to  Eli^abeihi  only  child  ii 
Asaph  Eliot,  of  Boston.'' 

Hon.  Isaac  Royal  chosen  mmlerator  of  a  town-meeting,  —  the  lint 
mention  of  his  name  on  the  records  (about  1755). 

May  3^  1697.  —  Voted  to  pay  the  representative  eigbte«ti«])eiiei 
per  day  during  hh  service  in  the  General  Court. 

IBy^*^ — John  Bradstreet,  of  Medford,  descendant  of  Giivcmnr 
BraU^-^ireet,  son  of  Siroon^  married  his  cousin,  Mercy  WuUc,  of  Med- 
ford,  Oct.  ^,  1699.  Thdr  children  were  Dudley,  born  Oct  2ti» 
1701,  married  Sanih  Pierce,  Aug,  18,  1724;  Ann,  born  July  7, 
1704;  Lucy,  born  Way  30^  J706;  and  Pnlience,  bom  Feb.  Ifl^ 
1712,  Sarah  marritid  Rev,  John  Tufln,  of  Newbury,  w*ho  wa*  boit 
in  Med  Ford. 

Our  ancestors  generally  assembled  in  town-meeting  at  six  VckKLl 
A.lf.,  during  I  be  warm  weather* 

Nov^  26,  1 700,  —  **  The  above  town^meeting  was  adjourned  tel 
the  sixth  day  of  December  next,  lo  meet  at  tbe  bouse  of  Siepbenj 
Willis,  sen^j  about  sun-seiting*" 


HISTORICAL   ITEMS.  483 

1700.  —  Meeting-hoQse  in  Medford  so  cold  that  men  struck  their 
feet  together,  and  children  gathered  around  their  mothers'  foot- 
Btoves. 

1700. — At  this  time,  '< black  dogs"  were  put  into  the  oon- 
tiibntion-box  in  Medford.     A  silver  coin  bore  this  nickname. 

1700.  —  Elders  and  messengers.  These  titles  were  used  in  let- 
ters missive,  till  the  beginning  of  this  century,  to  designate  the 
pastors  and  delegates  invited  to  assist  in  the  ordination  of  mini- 
sters. 

1700.  —  Cbarlestown  voted  ^'  that  all  the  waste  land  belonging 
to  the  town,  on  the  north  side  of  Mystic  River,  should  be  divided, 
and  laid  out  equally,  to  every  person  an  equal  share  that  hath  been 
an  inhabitant  of  this  town  six  years,  and  is  twenty-one  years  old ; 
and  the  like  share  to  all  widows,  householders,  that  have  been  six 
years  inhabitants.*' 

1703.  —  A  terrific  storm  occurred  in  England.  Bishop  Kidder, 
Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  was  killed,  with  his  wife,  by  the  falling 
c^  chimneys  jipon  them  while  in  bed  in  the  palace  at  Wells.  He 
was  kinsman  of  the  Kidders  of  Medford.  Mrs.  Samuel  Kidder, 
now  of  Medford,  is  a  descendant  of  Rev.  John  Rogers,  tke  martjrr. 

In  1712,  a  day-laborer  in  Medford  was  allowed  two  shillings;  for 
a  team,  one  day,  five  shillings. 

The  Rev.  Aaron  Porter's  signature  may  be  seen  in  the  town- 
records,  under  date  of  May  15  and  Aug.  20,  1717. 

June  12,  1717.  —  There  was  a  hearing  before  the  council  con- 
cemipg  the  question,  whether  Cambridge  or  Charlestown  should  be 
the  shire-town  of  Middlesex  County.  Judge  Sewall  says,  '^Mr. 
Aachmuty  pleaded  very  well  for  Charlestown.  His  discourse  was 
▼ery  well  worth  hearing.  Mr.  Remington  alleged  and  proved  for 
Cambridge  very  pertinately  and  fully.  It  was  decided  for  Cam- 
bridge on  the  Idth."  Then  came  the  question  of  concurrence  before 
the  House  of  Deputies.  It  was  a  close  vote.  The  judge  says, 
**  Could  not  tell  by  lifting  up  the  hands :  were  fain  to  divide  the 
house.  They  for  Cambridge  went  to  the  north  side;  they  for 
Charlestown,  to  the  south.  Cambridge  had  forty-six ;  Charlestown, 
forty-one." 

1718.  —  Ruth  Albree,  daughter  of  John  Albree,  afterwards  the 
mother  of  John  Brooks,  was  baptized  May  4, 1718,  and  was  taken 
into  church  Jan.  24,  1743. 

"Hay  12, 1718.  — "  Put  to  vote,  whether  persons  hiring  any  per- 
sons, or  leasing  out  tenements,  in  Medford,  may  be  obliged  to 
acquaint  the  selectmen  therewith,  or  liable  to  some  fine.  Voted  in 
the  negative." 

1720.  -^  Tea  began  to  be  used  in  Medford. 

1721 .  —  Medford  voted  to  turn  the  road  away  from  a  house  while 
the  smallpox  was  in  that  house. 

Aug.  14, 1721.  —  "  Sundry  inhabitants  on  the  north  side  of  Mys- 
tic River,  who  desired  to  be  set  off  from  Charlestown  to  MaldeOy** 
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were  refused,  tlieir  petition  hy  Cliarlestown*     From  the  earili 
lime^,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  atrong  desire  to  break  away  1 
Charlefitown,     At  first,  it  was  tbe  largest  town  in  the  Colony;  bn 
town  after  town  has  been  severed  from  it,  till  now  it  is  the 
terntoriul  town  in  the  State  I 

In  the  graveyard  at  Maiden,  we  find  the  following :  — 

«  Hare  lien  buried  the  body  of  Capt.  Peter  Tufts,  who  ^ed  Sept,  20,  l7St, 

aged  73  yeflt** 

"  Aleo  the  body  of  Mrs.  Mercy  Tufts,  wife  of  CapU  Peter  TaS^  who  ditd 

June  18,  1716,  aged  AS  yturs, 

"  Mercy,  daughter  of  Seaborn  Cotton,  w^as  bom  Nov.  3,  1  ^%, 
She  married  Caj^iain  Peter  Tufts,  of  Medford.     Her  grandiki 
waa  Rev.  John  Cotton,  of  England^  a  very  diatinguiisbed  divii 
Dr,  Simon  Tuftj^,  of  Medford,  was  the  youngest  son  of  Peter 
Mercy  Tufts. 

1727.  —  Mr.  Thomas  Seccomb  left  valuable  records,  in  njRnti 
ftcript,  containing  a  notice  of  every  clergyman  who  }>reachf:'d  in 
Medford,  and  all  the  texts  preached  from,  between  1727  and  1#74; 
al^Q  a  record  of  all  baptisms  and  all  coDtributions. 

Boik  Ho  1  begins  Sept.  3,  17^7  ;  &ud  ends  Jime  1,  173S* 
„  „  2  „  Jutte  20i  1736 ;  »  ^eb.  28,  1T45. 
„  „  3  „  March  3,1746;  „  Dec.  3,1767, 
„      „    i      „      D«:.     20,1767;         „        May    1,1774. 

In  the  second  meeting-house^  5^134  fiermons  were  preached,  i 
1,218  persons  baptized, 

Oct.  29,  1727*^ — The  great  earthquake  occurred  on  this^djit 
(Sunday) ;   aod   tlie   selectmen   of  Medford   appointed   the  ne 
Wednesday,  Noir.  2,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  humili 
tJon  on  that  account* 

September,  1729* —  The  Yankee  habit  of  using  a  jack-knif«  j 
all  oecaaions  and  in  all  places  seems  to  have  given  our  town 
trouble ;  for  at  this  time  they  resolve,  by  a  public  vote,  to 
cute  those  persons  who  have  cut  the  leats  of  the  new  meetings 
house. 

Feb.  17, 1731 .  —  Mn  Turell  says  in  his  record,  **  Married^  i 
inff  together ^  William  Watson  and  Abigail  HalL"     Was  this  the  I 
time  he  had  seeti  a  couple  e«o  placed  F 

Sept.  12,  173L  —  Rev.  John  Seccomb  preached  in  Medford. 

1735*  —  Sam  pa  on,  a  negro  slave,  was  sorely  frightened  by  a  wild 
bear  and  cub,  which  he  met  in  the  woods,  near  Governor  Crudodt'ft 
house.  In  a  rock  on  the  north-east  border  of  Medford,  near  th« 
oomer  of  Melrose,  is  a  deep  excavation,  called  Bear's  Urn* 

Oct.  8, 1788,  —  Governor  Belcher  attended  meeting  in  Medfordi 
Sunday.     Rev*  Mr*  Tureil  preached. 

Rev.  Joshua  Tufta  preached  in  Medford,  Aug.  24, 1740. 

A  species  of  very  destructive  worm  appeared  in  July,  17| 
They  destroyed  both  grass  and  com.  Mr.  Turell  preached,  J I 
3,  on  the  event,  from  Lam.  iii.  39,  aod  £zek.  xviiL  25. 
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1744b — A  long-tafled  comet,  of  unusual  brightness,  frightened 
■e  of  oar  people  more  than  Mr.  Whitefield  had ;  but  a  wag  here 
id,  ^  that  he  thought  it  the  most  protitablo  itinerant  preacher  and 
Mendlj  new-light  that  had  yet  appeared." 

1745.  —  Medford  voted  thus :  Any  person  who  allows  his  dog  to 
|ft  into  the  meeting-house  on  Sunday  sliail  pay  ten  shillings  (old 
tnor)  for  each  offence. 

1749. —  Some  idea  of  travelling  expenses  may  be  obtained  from 
.fc  ads  of  the  town  relative  to -their  farm  on  the  Pisoutiuiua  Kiver. 
Aej  wished  to  sell  the  farm  for  two  thousand  pounds  (old  tenor) : 
!  tii  therefore  chose  Lieutenant  Stephen  Hall,  jun.,  and  Captain 
iMid  Brooks,  to  go  to  Portsmouth,  N.H.,  and  settle  some  claims 
Miniing  to  the  land ;  and  they  voted  forty  pounds  (old  tenor)  to 
■Bgiren  them,  to  bear  the  expenses  of  the  journey. 

Bobert  Bums  is  a  name  that  frequently  occurs  in  the  Medford 
lieBids  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

1750.  —  The  various  spelling  of  proper  names  by  the  different 
toviKleriu  of  Medford  sometimes  makes  it  ditlicult  to  determine 
k»  fiunilies  spelled  their  own  names. 

1750.  —  A  gallows  and  a  whipping- ])ost  stuo<l  near  Porter's  ta- 
vern, in  Cambridge ;  and  this  gave  rise  to  the  schoolboy  strophe :  — 

**  Ctmbridge  is  a  f  jmous  town, 
Both  fOT  wit  and  knowledge : 
Some  they  whip,  and  flomc  they  hang;, 
And  some  they  scud  to  college." 

Sopt  8,  1752.  —  The  Protestants  in  England  a(1o])ted  the  Ist  of 
January  as  the  beginning  of  the  year,  instead  of  the  iMi  of  March ; 
nd  Sept  8  was  changed  to  Sept.  14. 

Jan.  29,  1753.  —  "  Dr.  Simon  Tufts,  and  Lucy  Tufts,  his  wife,  of 
Medford,  gave  a  quitclaim*  deed  to  Thomas  Dudley  of  all  their 
iwht  to  the  property  of  their  honored  father,  William  Dudley,  Esq., 
orBozburj.'' 

In  1755,  Massachusetts  raised  a  large  part  of  the  two  thousand 
traopa  who  were  to  dislodge  the  French  Neutrals  in  Nova  Seotia. 
Medford  furnished  its  share.  These  Acadians  were  conquered, 
and  thej  and  their  effects  scattered  through  the  colonies.  One 
thousand  of  the  wretched  and  proscribed  suilcrers  were  distributed 
in  MaBsaehosetts.  Eight  of  them  were  cared  for  in  Medford. 
They  staid  a  long  time ;  and  the  kindness  of  our  people  reconciled 
them  to  their  lot.  The  family  of  Le  Boscjuet  was  one  that  re- 
mained here. 

May  10, 1756.  —  "Voted  that  the  money  gathered  on  Thanks- 
giving-days be  given  to  the  poor  by  the  deacons."  This  was  the 
beginning  of  that  excellent  custom. 

1757. —  Stephen  Hall  gave  one  hundred  pounds  (old  tenor)  for 
the  purchase  of  a  funeral-pall  which  should  belong  to  the  town. 
Whereupon,  voted  that  it  should  be  free  for  the  town ;  but  that 
**  half  a  dollar  shall  be  paid  for  its  use  whenever  it  goes  out  of  town." 
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1758, — ^Hev,  Ebenezer  Turell  wrote  hi^  first  will*  in  which  U 
gav«  I  be  limrsii  lie  pa  rehashed  of  John  Giles  to  the  cliurch  in  M«l» 
forti,  "  for  llie  usie  of  tlie  ministry  for  evi^i%*'  He  aft^rwanii  wrote 
two  diflerent  vvilU*  TIl«  bonds  and  mortgages  owned  by  hiia  h 
177 '2  amounted  to  £4,8 6(K 

1750,  —  III  reeordinfj  marriagei,  the  Rev,  Mr,  Turell  nftoB 
destigriaied  the  Inide  or  profession  of  the  bridegroom.  Jan.  4, 17H 
he  married  a  nvRn,  and  called  him  **a  ranker.** 

175S,  —  The  tirj^t  time  of  using  the  silver  baptismal  ba^in  wn 
Sept*  y,  1751*,  whrn  Benjamin,  son  of  Benjamin  Francis,  wit*  b»p* 
f  ized*  The  last  baptism  in  the  second  meeting-house  was  of  HhodJi^ 
daughter  of  Mo^s^s  TufU,  Feb-  4,  1770*  The  lirst  in  the  new  mc«^ 
ing-house  was  Lydia,  danghler  of  Samuel  Teel,  March  18,  1770* 

Nov*  24,  1759*  —  The  name  of  Meadoccui^  for  the  first  tijoe  k 
the  Med  ford  records, 

17  60.  —  The  word  doUar  occuri  in  the  Medford  records  for  the 
fir  jit  time, 

1760.  —  A  certain  clergyman  said  to  an  Indian,  **I  am  ionjtt 
see  you  drink  rum."  The  Indian  replied,  **  Yes,  we  Indmm  ^ 
dnrd:  rum  ;  but  we  do  not  make  it*" 

1761.  —  The  tir?t  record  of  any  vote  of  thanks  in  Medford  beiff 
date  of  May  13,  1761,  *'  thanking  Mr.  Thomas  Brooks  for  hii  good 
service*  as  treasurer." 

1762.  —  Wages  for  a  tnan'si  labor  one  day,  three  shilltngs  atid 
fourpence  (lawlul  money) ;  for  a  man  and  team,  esix  shillings  and 
eight  pence. 

Nov.  1,  1763.  —  The  Stamp  Act  went  into  operation. 

In  1763,  there  were  nine  hundred  and  five  full-blooded  Indiaiu 
in  the  Old  Colony* 

Sept.  7,  1767 Voted  that  the  one  hundred  aj^d  three  hy 

written  by  Dr.  Watts  be  used  in  public  worship,  in  eonnection  wNI 
Tate  and  Brady's  version  of  the  Psalms, 

Thomas  Seceomb  was   town-clerk   for   twenty-two   yetr^ 
resigned  in  1767*     He  wrote  a  very  legible  hand^  spelled  his  wurdi 
properly,  and  was  the  only  person  in  Medford  who  seemed  to  ha< 
any  care  lor  records,  or  any  thought  of  posterity  in  them. 

Oct,  13,  1763.  —  Rev.  Edward  Brooka  preached  for  Mr,  Tur 

Hoyalton,  Worcester  County,  Mas?.,  was  named  in   honor 
Colonel  Hoy«l,  of  Medford. 

1770.  —  The  engraving  of  the  house  in  which  the  writer  of  thi* 
history  was  horn  is  placed  at  the  end  of  this  volume,  m  his  QignnXMTt. 

March  26,  1770. — ^**'Last  Tuetjiday,  Henry  Lloyd,  E^q»,  set  out 
on  a  journey  to  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  the  southern  colo- 
nies ;  and  it  wad  observed  that  the  gentleman's  whole  app4iiv4  »n'] 
house  furniture  were  of  American  manufacture*  His  dothes,  lin  -■ 
ihoes,  stockings,  hoot  a,  glovefi,  hat,  evert  wig  4tiid  wig-c»li,  werr  nil 
manufactured  and  made  up  id  New  Euglaud.  An  exiLmple  truly 
worthy  of  imitation*" 
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Mmy  14,  1772. — ^"  Voted  that  the  selectmen  give  liberty  to  Mr, 
Noah  Floyd  to  build  a  shop  on  hi^  land  before  the  meeting-house." 

177i*  —  For  a  day's  labor  by  a  man,  three  shillings  and  sixpence  s 
for  a  man  'and  team,  six  shillings  and  eightpencei 

1772*  —  Medfbrd  chose  bread-weighers.  It  would  be  a  wise  law 
that  should  re-cstabtisL  ihrougb  the  State,  sueh  otj^cer^^  who  would 
protect  tbe  poor  against  imposition  in  thij^  ell-important  article  of 
daily  food.     Sitcb  otHcers  in  Europe  are  deemed  indhpensable. 

1774»  —  An  old  houae,  owned,  and  kept  m  a  tavern,  by  Eben, 
Hi  lb,  stood  in  the  market-place*  Thi^  jear^  it  was  purchaBed  by 
Mr*  Jonathan  Porter,  and  kept  by  him  as  a  tavern  and  a  ntore,  and 
was  a  favorite  resort  for  British  and  Hessian  oSioers  during  the 
BeTolntion,  In  1785,  Mr,  Porter  took  down  the  house,  discon- 
tinued the  tavern,  and  built  his  private  residence  and  store  on  the 
epot  where  they  continue  to  this  day*. 

I77t>* — ^  Before  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  General  Stark  fixed 
his  bead-quarters  at  Medfbrd,  in  the  house  huitt  by  Mn  Jonathan 
i^Wade^  near  the  Med  ford  Hou^e,  on  tiie  east  side  of  the  street. 
UW  the  battle,  twenty-tive  of  the  generafe  men,  who  had  been 
'killed^  were  brou|ght  here,  and  buried  in  the  field,  about  fifty  or  sixty 
rods  north  of  Gravelly  Bridge.     Their  bones  have  been  discovered 
recently. 

1775*  —  Our  patriot  fathers  cut  down  tho&e  "white-pine  trees 
^Kwhidi  his  majesty  had  reserved  for  the  use  of  his  royal  navy/*  and 
^wupplied  the  American  troops  with  fuel  at  Cambridge  and  Charles- 
Vtown, 

V  1775, — ^  Major  Andrew  McClary,  of  Colonel  Stark's  regiment* 
was  a  brave  and  good  man>  After  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  he 
rode  to  Medford  to  {>rocure  bandti^es  for  the  wounded.  Af)er  his 
return,  a  shot  from  a  frigate,  laying  where  Cragie^'s  Bridge  is^ 
passed  through  his  body>  ^*^  He  leaped  a  few  feel  from  the  ground, 
pitched  forward^  and  fell  dead  on  hi^  face.  He  was  carried  to 
Medfbrd,  and  interred  with  the  honor^t  of  war.*'  He  lie^  about  fifly 
or  sixty  rods  north  of  the  old  burying-ground. 

June  16,  1775.  —  Colonel  Dearborn's  troops*  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, stopped  in  Medford  through  the  nighty  and  marched  early  for 
Winter  Hill  on  the  mornii>g  of  the  17th. 

February,  1776.  —  White  the  British  troops  held  poisession  of 
Boston,  an  English  ofiicer,  in  disguise,  left  the  town,  and  came  to 
Medford  to  see  a  friend  who  was  dangerously  ill ;  and,  although  he 
^me  under  cover  of  the  night,  the  Americans  in  Charlestown  sua- 
|HiCted  him,  and  followed  him  to  Medford.  His  apprehension  and 
death  were  almost  certain.  What  to  do,  or  where  to  fly,  he  knew 
not;  but  to  decide  speedily  was  imperative.  He  knocked  at  the 
door  of  Benjamin  Hall,  Esq.,  and  asked  to  see  that  gentleman  in 
his  entry.  The  servant  told  him  that  Mr.  Hall  could  not  be  dii- 
iiirbed^  because  he  was  engaged  at  a  sitting  of  the  "  Vigilance  Com- 
mittee "I     ^  Good  Heavens  I "  he  exclaimed  to  himself^  **  here  I  am 
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b  the  lion's  mouth/'  Rallying  from  thia  surpriee,  be  told  ibe 
vant  to  **  ^o  nnd  ask  Mt>  Hall  to  step  here  a  moment/'  She  we 
a  nil  soon  Mn  Hall  appeared,  leaving  behind  him  Joshua  Symon 
8aiiiuei  KidJer,  Stephen  Hal^  jun,,  and  Ehenezer  if  all  *H 
stranijer  a'sbed  an  interview  alone  for  an  instant  They  mi 
together  into  a  gitle  room,  when  he  said  to  Mr.  Hall,  "  I  eoine  | 
put  myself  under  jonr  protection*  I  am  ii  Britbh  utlieer*  I  oifl 
to  Med  ford  to  gee  a  stek  friend,  I  am  pursued;  and  ahull  be  kilk 
if  I  am  cnught.  I  throw  myself  on  your  magnanimity,**  Mr. 
replied,  "  You  could  not  have  appealed  to  any  man  wlio  feels  \i 
sympathy  witli  your  causae.  I  fro^  with  all  my  head  and  heart 
hand^  for  the  freedtim  of  thfe  Coloaies ;  and  the  *  Vigilance  Coi| 
mi t tee  ^  of  thi^  town  h  %hh  moment  in  session  in  an  adjoimng  ruufl 
and,  if  I  was  suE^peeted  ot^  harboring  a  British  officer^  I  should 
mobbed.  You  must  leave  my  house  immediately*"  The  oflio 
replied^  that  he  was  ready  tQ  make  any  concessions  or  proiuitf 
and  was  ready  to  die ;  but  did  not  wish  to  be  seized  by  an  infufiaVi 
soldiery,  and  hnng  on  the  firf^t  tree,  lie  therefore  only  asked  lo  1 
shielded  Jbr  a  few  hour^,  Mr.  Wall  now  felt  that  protection  to  *a 
an  unarmed  man  was  an  act  of  magnanimity ;  and,  making  thtf 
tini.vtion  between  a  private  gentleman  and  a  public  enemy,  he  to 
a  candle,  and  told  the  olReer  li>  follow  him.  He  led  him  into 
garret,  and  secreted  him  behind  some  old  boxes,  haTing  made  \A 
promise  to  leave  the  hou&e  at  midnight.  The  officer  whs  perfecU 
happy,  wedged  in  between  the  bags  and  barrels  of  a  dusty  garr 
and  there  he  tay^  in  total  darkness,  till  the  promised  hour*  w)i 
Mr,  Hall  showed  him  the  (ront  door ;  and  he  went  in  safely,  tlm 
ing  his  generous  enemy  as  the  saviour  of  his  life- 
Jan*  if  1779*  —  Our  town-record  reads  thus;  "Mr.  Jonath 
Patten  iays  he  will  use  his  endeavor  that  Mr,  Foster  sball  not 
any  more  charcoal  in  the  bbicksmith-shop  near  the  bridge ;  ttod^l 
he  still  persists  in  using  chareoal,  that  he,  the  said  Pwtten, 
desire  Mr*  Foster  lo  quit  the  shop/*  How  Mr.  Blacksmith  Fo*H 
could  get  along  with  hia  work  in  those  days  without  charcoal,  we  i 
not  see  :  and  why  this  municipal  interdict,  we  do  not  know* 

Where  the  town-pump  now  staads,  in  the  market-place,  lh« 
was  a  small  pond,  whose  edges  were  covered  with  a  growlli  of  *i3 
flags ;  and  there  are  persons  now  living,  whose  fatheri  ha  vis 
them  that  wild  ducks  were  shot  in  that  pond* 

May  19,  17B0.  —  This  was  the  dark  da^.     By  ten  o*eb^,  XJLf 
it  had  the  appearance  of  night.     Pomp,  a  negro  in  MedTord,  biscaxne 
frightened,  and,  going  to  his  master,  said,  **  Massa,  the  day  of  judj 
ment  has  come:  what  shall  I  do?*'    **  Why,  Pomp,  you*d  bettij 
wash  op  clean,  and  put  on  your  Sunday  clothes,"     Pomp,  pe 
ing  that  his  master  was  not  frightened,  began  to  produce 
•*  Massa^  it  km  come ;  for  the  hens  are  ail  going  to  roo<si,'*    * 
Pompf  they  show  their  sense."     **And  the  dde,  massa,  ici 
river,  has  stopped  running."     "  Well,  Pomp,  it  always  does  ml ! 
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watsn"  '^  But,  massftf  it  feela  cold ;  and  thi5  darkness  growi  more 
and  more/*  ^'  So  much  the  better^  Pomp ;  for  the  day  of  judgment 
will  be  all  fire  and  light"     Pomp  concluded  not  to  wash  up,  bnt  wait. 

17BL  —  *^  New-England  money/'  This  epithet  is  used  in  the 
Medford  records,  for  the  firat  time,  in  1781,  when  the  town  voted 
to  raise  one  thousand  three  hundred  pounds,  to  pay  intere^st  on  their 
debt 

178L  —  When  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Lord  Comwallis 
reached  Medford,  1781,  the  inhabitantis  immediately  testified  thetr 
joy  by  a  bonfire  on  the  top  of  Pasture  Hill.  Wood  and  rags, 
covered  with  tar,  were  the  imflammable  materials  used  to  express 
the  jubllatton. 

The  first  register  of  deedj  in  Middlesei£  County  chosen,  Dec  20, 
1784  There  was  but  one  eandidijte,  —  William  Winthropj  Esq., 
—  who  received  seventeen  votes  m  Med  ford. 

17Bo,  — **  Aunt  Jeany*'  Walts,  of  Medford,  carried  baked  pud- 
dings and  beans,  on  horseback,  in  market-baskets,  to  Cambridge 
College  twice  each  week,  and  would  retail  her  load  only  lo  under- 
grftdaates !  She  sold  the  best  of  articles,  at  the  lowest  prices,  and 
was  almoisl  overwhelmed  with  customers.  She  said  she  was  the 
^aaefoctor  of  the  college,  and  had  no  desire  to  make  the  young 
naen  mealy-mouthed  or  pudding-headed, 

Aug.  7,  1786. —  For  the  first  time,  Medford  granted  liberty  of 
building  horse-shed:^  Behind  the  meeting-house. 

Eev.  Mr,  Osgood  hoarded  many  years  in  the  family  of  Deacon 
Bichard  HaJl,  and  a  very  close  intimacy  blessed  both  parties  after- 
wards. Od  a  8«nday,  Mrs.  Hall  was  taken  ill  io  church,  and  her 
husband  went  out  witli  her^  Atler  some  time,  the  deacon  returned. 
Aji  soon  as  Ire  had  shut  the  door,  Mr.  Osgood  stopped  in  his  ser- 
mon, and  said,  **  Mr.  Hall,  bow  is  aunt  now  ?  "  **  She  is  betters- 
was  the  reply- 

1789.  —  Thomas  Brooks,  Esq.,  acquired  great  popularity  as  ond 
of  the  ^  marrying  justices."  One  day,  while  riding  on  horseback  to 
WobnrOf  he  discovered  a  party  of  six  young  persons  —  three  male, 
and  three  female  —  riding  on  horseback  towards  him.  He  guessed 
tbdr  ermnd ;  and  they  guessed  that  the  cocked  hat,  busb*wig,  and 
gQf  er  buckles  approaching  them  must  belong  to  *^  the  squire.*^  Bath 
jwrties  stopped.  The  bridegroom  announced  his  wishes,  and  the 
squire  replied  thus  :  ^*  My  young  friends,  we  are  here  in  the  midst  of 
this  lofty  forest,  upon  an  unfrequented  road,  with  Gnd's  clear  sky 
over  us,  and  his  green  earth  under  us.  We  shall  not  be  disturbed.  I 
propose  to  solemDize  your  marriage  here  :  what  say  you  ?  "  They 
gladly  consented.  He  told  them  not  to  dismount,  hut  to  arrange 
themselves  in  due  order,  —  the  gentlemen  on  one  side,  and  the 
ladies  on  the  other*  This  being  done,  he  placed  his  horse  so  as  to 
be  directly  in  front  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom.  Then,  taking  off 
hiB  hat,  he  began  his  prayer ;  and  report  says  that  he  was  "  gifted 
in   prayer  "  and  that,  on  this  occasion,  "  be  prayed  like  an  angel " 
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The  introductory  semee  concluded,  the  plight  of  rows 
the  miion  declared,  and  ihe  henedktion  prooounced  ;  und  then  ihB 
wtiote  party  journeyed  bwck  logetht^r,  rejoicing  in  the  poetry  tp 
p€Dded  to  the  great  event. 


ti/rMf^r?Ti?tf    jh'rt>ir/<'j 


Med  ford  was  represented  m  I  lie  General  Court  by  a  co!is*ciri** 

tioiif  and  trustworthy  mun,  who  had  fallen  into  the  habit  of  sleeping 

after  dinner.     Sleep  he  must^  and  deep  he  would.     Medfard  hud 

petitioned  the  Legisbtnr^s  for  h  grant  of  certain  right,^  tout-hittg  the 

fishery  in  Mystic  Biver.  This  gentleman  bad  presenltnl  the  petitioo; 

and  the  day  wa^  fixed  for  it.^  consideration  by  ilie  houi^e.     That  day 

had  arrivt?d ;  and  the  Medfonl  representative  wa^*  all  ali%'e  to  the 

question,  and  had  prepared  his  sp&eeli  for  ihw  decisive  ruotnentt  b 

defence  of  the  petition.     Two  sessions  were  held  that  day  ;  and  ibi 

Medford  fisheries  were   to  come   up   imraedialely  after   dinner  t 

How»  then,  could  our  representative  gtjt  his  nap?     He  went  to  hit 

seat  in  the  house  at  a  very  early  moment ',   and  soon  biA  next 

neighbor  came  and  sat  beside  him.     It  now  occnrred  to  hiin  thftt  bt 

might  safely  secure  a  short  nap,  by  asking  his  neighbor  to  wait 

him  when  the  subject  of  Medford  fishf^riea  was  called  up*     Hif 

friendly  neighbor  promised  to  do  so :  therefore  Medford  went  to 

sleep.     The  house  soon  caroe  to  order  j  and  it  wiis  then  proposed 

to  pass  another  bill  fir^t,  because  no  debate  wouH  be  needed  upOQ 

it.     The  bill  was  for  the  suppression  of  houses  of  iU-rame.     Ic  wit 

not  debated ;  and  the  vote  upon  it  was  about  to  be  tiken,  when  oor 

representative's  next  neighbor  thought  that  his  frieno  would  lik«  to 

vote  on  the  occasion,  and  therefore  awoke  him  suddenly*     He  bftd 

hardly  got  his  eyes  and  wits  fairly  open  before  the  sp^nki 

out,  in  the  usual  phrase,  "Is  the  bouse  ready  for  the  que 

Medford   sprang   upon    his  feet  in  an   instant,  exclaim  if  ^, 

Speaker  I  I  must  ask  the  attention  of  the  house  for  a  few  mimefl 

to  some  remarks  on  this  important  and  interesting  question ;  turat] 

Mr*  Speaker,  many  of  my  constituents  get  their  living  by  ibit* 

busineas."     A   roar  of  laughter  burst  from  every  quurtcr  of  < 

bouse.     The  Medford  representative  stood  aghast  in  raw  wood 

As  soon  as  quiet  could  be  restored^  the  sp<?aker  said  to  himf  ^] 

you  know  what  the  question  before  the  house  is?'*     **  Why,] 

it's  fishing  in  Mystic  River,  ain't  it  ?  "     Another  peal  of  taiigti 

convulsed  the  assembly. 

March  5,  1792.  —  Isaac  Floyd  ehoeeii  sexton.    This  is  the  \ 
ihm^  an  officer  with  this  name  appears  on  our  reeordsp 

Jan,  1,  1794,  —  Voted  that  the  selectmen  purchase  a  new  eiub 
for  the   pulpit     They  accordingly  purchased   **  the  green  re 
one,**  which  some  of  us,  who  preached  our  first  airman  fronsl 
remember  with  all  the  distinctnesa  that  people  remember  ihe  i 
when  they  had  "  that  great  fever/' 
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May  12,  1794.  —  A  new  pew  in  Medford  meeting-house  sold 
at  auctioDy  at  twenty-four  pounds.  In  the  same  year,  good  oak  wood 
sold  at  one  pound  per  cord. 

1794.  —  Joseph  Kidder,  son  of  Deacon  Samuel  Kidder,  strayed 
from  home  into  the  woods  back  of  Pasture  Hill.  He  was  three 
years  old ;  and,  being  weary,  he  fell  asleep  under  an  apple-tree,  and 
there  slept  till  the  next  day.  If  was  in  July,  and  the  weather 
▼ery  dear.  The  disappearance  of  the  child  created  great  alarm ; 
and  many  inhabitants  spent  the  night  in  traversing  the  woods, 
searching  the  clay-pits,  and  dredging  the  river.  During  the  fore- 
noon, he  was  found  near  where  he  slept,  '*  his  head  filled  with  dew, 
and  his  locks  with  drops  of  the  night" 

After  Sept.  1,  1795,  all  accounts  in  Medford  were  kept  in  dollars, 
cents,  and  mills. 

1797.  —  Mrs.  Benjamin  Hall  presented  the  town  with  a  funeral- 
pall,  suitable  to  be  used  at  the  burial  of  young  persons. 

1798. —  A  •*  deer  reeve  "  chosen  in  Medford.     For  what  ? 

1800. —  About  this  time,  the  ^  Ohio  fever  "  prevailed ;  and  some 
from  Medford  emigrated  to  that  western  land  of  promise.  They 
have  prospered  greatly.  A  member  of  the  United  States  Senate, 
and  a  member  of  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives,  at 
the  present  time,  are  Ohio  children  from  the  oldest  Medford 
stocks 

Several  years  ago,  two  Medford  gentlemen  were  speaking  of  a 
young  man,  who  was  acting  the  sorry  part  of  spendthrifl  and 
Hbertine*  One  of  the  gentlemen  said,  *^  Oh !  he  is  sowing  his  wild 
oats."  "  Yes,"  replied  the  other;  "  and  the  fool  don't  know  they'll 
all  come  up  again." 

1800. —  After  this  time,  '*  commonable  beasts"  —  i.e.,  horses, 
oxen,  cows,  sheep,  and  hogs  —  were  not  allowed  to  go  at  large  in  the 
public  roads. 

The  firet  "  clerk  of  the  market"  chosen,  March  2,  1801. 

1804  -^  During  the  first  part  of  Rev.  Dr.  Osgood's  ministry,  the 
number  of  children  baptized,  in  each  year,  was  about  fifleen ; 
which  number  steadily  increased  till  it  reached  its  maximum,  of 
forty-one,  in  1804. 

1805.  —  Health  Committee  chosen  for  the  first  time.  Does  this 
show  the  healthiness  of  the  town  ? 

1805.  —  The  Medford  omnibus,  named  "  Governor  Brooks,"  was 
said  to  be  the  first  vehicle  of  the  kind  built  in  New  England.  It 
was  made  by  Mr.  Osgood  Bradley,  of  Worcester,  Mass. ;  and  first 
appeared  on  its  route,  Oct.  18,  1836.  It  cost  $650.  Eighteen 
persons  could  be  seated  inside,  and  six  outside.  It  was  owned  and 
driven-  by  Mr.  Joseph  Wyman,  of  Medford,  who  began  his  new 
business,  Feb.  16,  1805 ;  and,  for  thirty  years,  drove  daily  a  public 
coach  between  Medford  and  Boston,  without  overturning  it  The 
fere  was  thirty-seven  and  a  half  cents  for  many  years ;  but  com- 
petition reduced  it  to  twenty-five. 
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1808»  —  In  tb€  pubHe  scUool,  an  assistant  teacher  ia  proTided  ii» 
the  first  time. 

jg08,  —  Digging  for  hi*]tl€n  monev,  neftt  the  "**  Rock  Lart  ' 
wBii  three  times  repented  by  (as  is  snid)  Mr,  Jatnes  FrarH  i 
MedfoFcl,  and  Mr.  Jaines  Hall)  of  Charbstowo.  We  remember 
aeeing  the  three  exeavntions*  The  fir^t^  on  the  southern  brow  of 
Rock  Hill,  waa  a  hole  four  feet  deep  and  four  feet  in  ditimeter,  Kod 
was  enclosed  wit  tun  a  smail  cireulur  furrow  dtjg  in  the  earth.  The 
work  was  done  in  the  night.  The  second,  in  Mr.  Jonathan  Brooke's 
landf  was  within  thirty  feet  of  the  river,  and  was  ^mall  in  dffum- 
ferenee,  and  quite  deep.  The  third  wae  withio  ten  feet  of  the  mtr, 
hj  the  baihing'Tock*  It  disclosed  a  cave  walled  up  on  each  side, 
and  arched;  itsi  length  about  six  feel^  its  width  three,  and  Itj^  height 
three.  The  rocke  were  red*  and  so  soft  that  they  were  ground  aad 
used  in  painting  Captain  Eiehardson's  house.  Ko  rcM:kB  of  that 
kind  are  known  in  this  country.  These  diggings  were  at  diiereot 
times  ;  but  no  one  has  ever  told  what  suocees  attended  th«  ez}d<^ 
radons.  Other  small  trials  were  made  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
town.     Spirits  are  now  substituted  for  wjich-hazeh 

1808*  —  SnowbalUng.  At  this  lime,  the  hoy  a  who  lived  eaitof 
the  meeting-houge  were  called  rnaggots  ;  and  they  who  lived  wesl 
it  were  called _/aj-eii£^<T#»  Between  these  parlies,  the  most  furii 
and  unbrolberly  battles*  wert^  fought  each  winter  with  snow 
Snow  forts  were  erected  behind  the  nieetiiig-houee ;  and  so  high 
the  spirit  of  contest,  that  the  boy^  from  the  east  procured  a  ainall 
cannon,  which  they  loaded  so  heavily,  that,  on  its  discharge-  it  bisrttf 
and  wounded  a  boy  in  the  face*  The  e^ect  of  that  itijury  continoei 
to  tins  day. 

1809.  —  Two  representatiTes  to  the  General  Court  elected  ia 
Medford. 

1809,  —  The  number  of  deaths  in  Med ford^  between  1774  adi 
1809,  was  701. 

1810,  —  Medford  had  a  large  choir  of  Tolunteer  singers,  under 
the  faithful  Ephraim  Bailey.  On  Sunday,  once,  the  pitch-pipe  set 
the  pitch  so  high  that  the  whole  choir  broke  down.  Still,  Bailey 
tried  on  the  second  verse,  and  again  broke  down*  General  Brookf 
could  not  endure  it  any  longer;  and  he  rose  in  his  pew,  beci* 
oned  to  Bailey,  and  said,  **  Hadn't  yoii  better  take  another  pitch?' 
Bailey  replied,  "  No,  sir;  I  gueas  we  ean  get  through  it." 

181 1,  May  13, — ^ "  Voted  to  inatmet  the  representative  of  Med* 
ford  in  the  General  Court  to  oppose  the  petition  of  Peter  ToA% 
praying  to  be  set  oS"  to  Charledtown."     The  petition  waa  grmnted. 

1814.  —  The  free  seats  near  the  pulpit  in  the  ineeting4ioniA^ 
which  were  formerly  occupied  by  aged  men  and  women,  were  aoH 
and  two  pews  built  in  their  place. 

1815.  —  Nahant  ParHeg,  At  this  time,  when  only  a  few  per«oii» 
resided  at  Nahant^  it  was  the  custom  for  families  in  Medford  to 
join  in  a  party  to  that  beautiful  promontory.     From  ten  to  tmm^ 
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chaises  would  start  together ;  and,  reaching  Mr.  Breed's,  the  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  girls  and  boys,  would  proceed  to  fishing  from  the 
rocks  and  boats.  Each  one  wore  the  commonest  clothes ;  and  the 
day  was  passed  in  all  sorts  of  sports.  A  fish-dinner  was  an  agreed 
pert  of  the  fare ;  and. a  supper  at  Lynn  Hetel  closed  the  eating  of 
the  day.  The  party  rode  home  by  moonlight ;  and,  by  ten  o*clock, 
were  tired  enough  to  go  to  bed. 

Dec  10,  1816. — The  town  of  Brooks,  in  Hancock  County, 
Maine,  containing  18,744  acres,  was  named  in^'honor  of  the  go- 
vernor. 

Every  town  rejoices  in  some  euphonious  local  names.  Medford  has 
Sodom,  Ram-head,  Labor  in  Vain,  No  Man's  Friend,  Hardscrabble. 

A  minister  was  asked  if  he  would  attend  an  evening  meeting 
for  religious  worship.  He  answered,  ^  No :  I  have  no  opinion  of 
religion  got  by  candle-light." 

The  first  time  any  meeting-house  in  Medford  had  been  heated  by 
a  stove  was  Dec.  18, 1820. 

1822.  —  The  delta  of  trees,  within  the  triangular  fence,  which 
18  in  the  public  road,  at  the  junction  of  High  and  Grove  Streets, 
near  the  Lowell  Railroad  Station,  in  West  Medford,  was  planted 
by  the  Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks  in  1822 ;  and  the  fence  was  built  at 
his  expense. 

1825. —  Medford  has  not  been  a  resort  for  Jews ;  but  it  had  one 
who  is  remembered  with  interest,  —  Abraham  Touro,  eminent  for 
his  social  and  generous  qualities.  When  General  Lafayette  reached 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Touro  offered  him  his  noble  horse  for  his  en- 
trance into  Boston.  On  the  day  of  that  triumphant  entry,  Mr. 
Touro  was  standing  in  his  chaise,  to  catch  his  first  sight  of  the 
iUustrious  visitor,  when  a  sudden  start  of  his  horse  threw  him  from 
his  place,  and  broke  his  leg.  The  fracture  was  a  very  bad  one, 
and  the  patient  grew  worse  daily.  The  physicians  and  surgeons 
did  all  they  could,  and  finally  assured  him  that  nothing  but  ampu- 
tation could  save  his  life.  With  a  Jew's  traditionary  prejudice 
against  that  operation,  he  firmly  answered  thus :  ^^No  I  I  will  never 
go  into  heaven  with  one  leg." 

He  left  about  two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  distributed  it, 

5f  will,  in  legacies  varying  from  ^y^  to  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
e  gave  much  in  charity.     He  left  a  large  sum  to  keep  the  syna- 
gogue in  Newport,  RJ.,  in  good  repair. 

1825.  —  Parties  in  the  Woods.  Within  the  first  twenty  years  of 
this  century,  it  was  customary  for  select  parties  of  girls  and  boys, 
in  whortleberry-time,  to  go  into  the  woods  near  Pine  Hill,  or  at  the 
Bower,  and  there  frolic  in  true  rustic  style.  A  long  extempore 
table  was  crowded  with  eatables,  which  had  been  contributed  by  the 
several  members  of  the  party.  Rural  dresses  and  schoolboy  man- 
ners gave  zest  to  the  occasion ;  while  dancing  on  the  grass  allowed 
aU  to  join.  The  coming  home  in  procession,  or  in  carts,  gave  the 
last  touch  to  the  jubilant  scene. 
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May  4,  1829,  the  streets  in  Medford  received  their  : 

1829.  —  Voted  that  each  owner  of  a  dog  shall  pay  $1^5  annvallf 
as  a  tax :  aUo  that  each  dog  shall  wear  a  collar ;  and,  if  found  with* 
out  one,  its  owner  shall  pay  $10. 

1830.  —  Voted  to  have  the  bell  rung  at  twelve,  m.,  and  nine,  pjl 
1836.  —  Mrs.  John  Fulton,  who  died  this  year,  aged  ninety-five, 

was  one  of  those  who  helped  to  dress  the  wounds  of  the  aoldiera  who 
were  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Many  of  the  wounded  soldiaf 
were  brought  to  Medford.  She  was  a  true  patriot ;  and  Geneial 
Washington  honored  her  with  a  visit  At  that  time,  they  had 
bought  a  punch-bowl ;  and  the  general  was  the  first  perscm  who 
drank  out  of  it.  The  bowl  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Frederick  Brad* 
lee,  of  Boston.  Mr.  John  Fulton,  of  Medford,  was  cousin  to  Mr. 
Robert  Fulton,  the  inventor  of  steamboats;  and  they  were  ooee 
prisoners  together.  Mrs.  Fulton's  mother  was  a  Wier,  who  came 
over  with  the  **  Scotch-Irish  "  company. 

1840.  —  The  pillars  which  sustained  the  gallery  of  the  third 
meeting-house  (1770)  are  now  in  use  in  West  Medford,  on  the 
outside  of  the  house  of  the  late  Jonathan  Brooks. 

Mr.  TureWs  Portrait  —  In  Church  Records,  vol.  iii,  p.  104»  are 
the  following :  "  1842,  July.  —  The  church  received,  from  the  hand 
of  Dudley  Hall,  a  bequest  of  the  late  Turell  Tufts,  Esq.,  —  two  pieeeo 
of  plate  for  the  communion-table ;  and  a  portrait  of  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Turell,  one  of  the  former  pastors  of  this  church. 

"  Aug.  7.  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  church  this  day,  a  letter  was 
read  by  Dudley  Hall,  from  Samuel  Turell  Armstrong,  requesting 
the  church  to  transfer  to  him,  during  his  lifetime,  the  above-men- 
tioned portrait  of  Mr.  Turell.  The  church  voted  unanimously  that 
this  request  be  complied  with ;  and  that  Dudley  Hall,  the  treasurer, 
be  authorized  to  deliver  the  portrait  to  Mr.  Armstrong." 

It  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  S.  T.  Armstrong,  widow,  in 
Boston. 

1854.  —  In  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Regis- 
ter, of  October,  is  a  biographical  notice  of  Hon.  Peter  C.  Brooks, 
written  by  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  doing  justice  to  the  character  of 
our  distinguished  townsman. 

1854.  —  Captain  Duncan  Ingraham  married  the  widow  of  Dr. 
Simon  Tufts,  as  his  second  wife,  and  resided  in  Medford.  By  his 
tirst  wife,  he  had  a  son,  named  Nathaniel,  who  endeavored  to  force 
back  into  slavery  Ca;sar,  a  Malay.  Nathaniel  had  a  son,  named 
Duncan  N.,  who  attended  our  public  schools,  and  is  remembered  as 
a  boy  of  spirit  and  force.  He  has  recently  rendered  himself  famous 
by  his  bold  measure  at  Smyrna  for  the  rescue  of  an  Hunga- 
rian. So  popular  is  this  measure,  that  even  the  working-classes 
of  England  have  united  to  present  to  him  a  valuable  chrono- 
meter. It  bears  the  following  inscription :  ^'  Presented  to  Captain 
Ingraham,  of  the  United  States  navy,  by  some  thousands  of  the 
British  working-classes,  for  his  noble  conduct  in  rescuing  Ma^ 
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tin  Koszta,  the  Hungarian  refugee,  from  the  Austrian  authorities, 
April,  1854." 

1855.  —  Mr.  Benjamin  Noyes,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born  in 
West  Medford,  and  educated  at  the  public  school.  He  is  now  head 
engineer  in  constructing  one  hundred  miles  of  railroad  for  the 
Emperor  of  the^Russlas.  , 

1855.  —  There  are  many  stumps  of  large  pitch-pine  trees  now 
remaining  in  East  Medford,  on  land  of  Mr.  Charles  Hall.  The 
field  is  called  '*  stump-marsh."  At  the  usual  gpring-tides,  the  salt- 
water covers  this  field  from  four  to  eight  inches  in  depth.  Could 
the  forest  of  pines  have  lived  and  grown  up,  if  thus  covered  with 
salt-water  every  fortnight?  Is  proof  found  here  of  the  theory,  that 
the  land  on  the  New-England  coast  is  sinking? 

1855.  —  William  Tui\s,  Esq.,  bom  in  Medford,  March  1, 1787, 
entered  the  State  House,  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  adjutant-gene- 
ral, in  1818;  and,  with  the  exception  of  three  years,  has  been 
employed,  till  this  year,  as  confidential  clerk,  under  the  different 
administrations.  He  has  been  called  ^  the  oldest  man  of  the  State 
House."  No  one  was  so  able  to  aid  seekers  after  historical  docu- 
ments, and  no  one  could  have  been  more  ready. 

1855 — 1655.  —  What  would  our  Medford  ancestors  have  said 
if  they  could  have  anticipated  this  time,  when  speed  is  deified,  and 
when  haste  seems  to  increase  with  the  means  of  haste  ? 

« IVamp,  tramp,  across  the  land ; 
Splash,  splash,  across  the  sea  I " 


LETTER. 

In  closing  the  history  of  one  of  the  oldest  towns  of  Mas* 
sachusetts,  we  are  naturally  led  to  the  inquiry,  How  will  the 
condition  of  those  bom  here  two  hundred  years  after  us  com- 
pare with  that  of  those  born  here  two  hundred  years  before 
us?  Standing  between  these  two  extremes,  our  hearts 
become  moved  with  a  parental  regard  towards  children  who 
will  Uye  as  far  from  us  in  the  future  as  our  fathers  did  in  the 
past.  Had  we  a  telegraph  for  time,  as  we  have  one  for  space, 
we  would  gladly  send  forward  our  welcomes  and  wishes,  to  be 
in  waiting  for  them  ;  but  the  only  chance  we  have  of  reaching 
them  with  our  messages  of  love  is  to  trust  in  the  preservation 
of  musty  historic  records  in  fire-proof  libraries.  How  small 
the  hope!     A  block  of  driftwood,  in  the  Pacific,  is  said  to 
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have  found  ita  way  mto  the  Atlantic^  and  finaUj  reacbed  ft 
shore*  PresTiming  on  thii  tmallest  of  all  chaBces,  we  woti'd 
BOW  cast  our  historic  block  into  the  deep  waters  of  1855; 
hoping,  that,  after  it  has  been  tossed  by  the  wares  and  wiodft 
ol  two  ceDturieSf  it  may  be  driven  on  the  shore  of  £08^M 
Should  it  have  this  unexpected  rescue,  we  would,  in  aJH 
case,  try  to  cheer  it,  amid  the  awkwardness  of  its  antiqiie 
dress  and  the  sorrows  of  its  shattered  condition,  by  sending 
with  it  our  following  tetter  of  introduction :  — 


ford 

I 


Th0  Inhabitants  of  Msdford  in  1855,  to  the  InhahittmU  of  Msdford 
in  2055,  $end  p^eetin^ : 

Childken  akd  Townsmen,  —  As  we  close  this  vol  tune 
history,  which  we  have  written  for  you,  we  would  not  s<  _ 
it  without  expressing  our  united  and  hearty  good  wishes  for 
your  health,  prosperity,  and  happiness*  That  we  have 
thought  of  you  much  and  often,  you  will  readily  believe. 
We  have  hoped  that  physical  training  will  in  your  day  be  vo 
applied,  that  you  can  be  strong  like  Maximinus  ;  itrteltectual 
development  so  secured,  that  you  can  analyze  like  B 
moral  power  so  advanced,  that  you  can  conquer  like  t  ; 
and  true  Christianity  so  received,  that  you  can  be  one  Willi 
Christ,  as  he  is  one  with  God. 

The  points  in  which  you  will  exceed  us  are  of  course 
unknown  to  us ;  but  we  have  unbounded  faith  in  the  ener- 
gies of  man.  Onward  and  upward  is  the  law ;  **  Excelsior  ** 
the  motto.  You  may  look  back  on  our  age,  atid  perhaps 
call  it  an  age  of  darkness,  persecution,  and  bad  philosophy, 
and  call  it  by  its  right  name*  Looking  through  the  glim- 
merings of  the  future,  we  now,  therefore,  rejoice  with  you  in 
advance  over  a  progress  in  natural  science,  intellectual  phi- 
losophy, and  moral  truth,  to  us  inconceivable.  The  earth 
and  sea,  the  air  and  light,  will  doubtless  perform  for  you  a 
thousand  offices  of  help  and  beauty  of  which  we  never 
dreamed.  The  law  regulating  the  weather  will  by  you  be 
understood;  and  you  may  joumey  through  the  depths  of 
ocean  and  the  depths  of  air  as  securely  as  we  do  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground.  The  waste  fields  now  around  us  wiU 
doubtless,  in  your  day,  be  filled  with  a  crowded  pQpulati0ii ; 
and  Medford,  as  a  part  of  the  capital,  may  have  lost  its 
present  individuality.  We  here  solemnly  and  afiectiottately 
bequeath  to  you  all  we  possess ;  with  the  hope  n&d  the 
prayer,  that,  long  before  our  wishes  reach  yon,  there  may  bt* 
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as  far  as  there  can  be,  an  end  to  the  blasting  power  of  igno- 
rance and  the  damning  power  of  sin ;  that  the  fires  of  intem- 
perance, and  the  injustice  of  slavery,  and  the  crime  of  war, 
may  be  no  more  seen ;  that  all  superstition,  polytheism,  and 
idolatry,  all  violations  of  the  eternal  right,  and  all  the  bitter- 
ness of  sectarian  zeal,  may  have  passed  to  their  graves  for  ever. 
In  one  word,  we  hope  and  pray,  that,  as  your  turn  shall 
come  to  act  and  suffer  the  allotments  of  humanity,  there 
may  not  be  on  earth  one  rational  being  who  does  not  cheer- 
fully acknowledge  the  fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood 
of  man. 

To  you,  we  must  seem  among  the  ancients ;  and  you  may 
wonder  how  we  looked,  felt,  and  acted.  The  laws  of  Nature 
do  not  change ;  and  your  organs  will  obey  them  as  do  ours. 
You  look  at  the  light  blue  of  the  sky,  or  the  dark  blue  of 
the  ocean  ;  at  the  green  grass  of  summer,  or  the  yellow  leaf 
of  autumn ;  at*  the  brightness  of  Orion,  or  the  mountains  of 
the  moon  ;  at  the  changing  hues  of  sunset,  or  the  bursting 
splendors  of  the  aurora ;  on  the  innocent  gambols  of  a  child, 
or  the  sweet  smile  of  a  parent ;  on  the  deep  sorrow  of  mis-  ' 
fortune,  or  the  marble  face  of  death.  You  look  at  these ; 
and,  let  us  tell  you,  they  all  appeared  to  us  exactly  as  they 
do  to  you. 

In  the  woods,  you  hear  their  feathered  minstrelsy ;  and,  in 
the  bower,  the  advertising  cricket.  At  Niagara,  you  hear  the 
heavy  tones  of  its  pouring ;  and,  on  the  rocky  Atlantic  shore, 
the  thunder  of  the  sea.  In  the  angry  debate,  you  hear  the 
sharp  voice  of  passion ;  and,  in  the  family  circle,  the  sweet 
song  of  love.  And,  be  assured,  these  sounds,  so  well  known 
to  you,  were  as  well  known  to  us.  To  you,  the  fragrance  of 
the  rose  and  the  miasma  of  the  fen,  the  sweet  of  honey  and 
the  bitter  of  wormwood,  the  touch  of  fire  and  the  feeling  of 
ice,  are  probably  the  very  same  which  we  have  experienced. 
Each  of  our  senses  has  carried  its  report  to  the  brain  by  that 
fisiithful  electricity  of  the  nerves  in  which  you  now  rejoice. 

Your  minds,  too,  though  enriched  by  superior  cultivation, 
have  attributes  in  common  with  ours.  You  delight  to  read 
the  poems  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  and  repeat  the  orations  of 
Demosthenes  and  Cicero  ;  you  sometimes  tire  amid  the 
sublimities  of  Milton,  and  love  to  see  man  and  Nature  lay 
their  treasures  at  Shakspeare's  feet.  And  here  let  us  say, 
that  your  classic  approbation  and  noble  fire  do  not  probably 
differ  much  from  ours. 

63    V 
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In  the  sweep  of  centuries,  the  heart  changes  less  than  the 
head.  Tou  feel  indignant  at  the  abuse  of  power  and  the 
triumph  of  wrong,  at  the  sight  of  ingratitude  and  the  thirst 
for  revenge ;  while  your  whole  soul  melts  with  sympathy  at 
the  sight  of  suffering,  and  leaps  with  thanksgiring  to  perform 
the  office  of  the  good  Samaritan.  Your  love  of  country  is 
as  strong  as  it  is  noble  ;  and  your  patriotic  hearts  beat  with 
generous  exultation  at  the  name  of  our  Washington  and 
yours,  of  our  Franklin  and  yours.  Your  love  of  home  is 
stronger  yet.  In  you,  the  delicate  tendrils  of  domestic  affec- 
tion intwine  themselves  life-long  around  the  dear  objects  of 
your  fire-sides ;  and  for  them  you  are  ready  to  labor,  and,  if 
need  be,  you  are  willing  to  die.  Above  all,  your  minds  are 
illumined  by  a  Christian  faith,  your  hearts  sanctified  by 
divine  grace,  and  your  souls  made  living  temples  of  the 
living  God.  How  hi  we  resemble  you  in  these  riches  of  the 
heart,  we  dare  not  say.  It  has  been  our  endeavor  to  cherish 
them  alL 

Standing,  as  we  now  do,  mid-way  in  time  between  our  first 
ancestors  and  you,  we  turn  reverently  towards  them  to  ren- 
der our  homage  of  gratitude,  and  turn  cheerfully  towards 
you  to  express  our  fulness  of  hope  ;  and,  with  the  orator  of 
our  century,  we  would  say,  — 

"  Advance,  then,  ye  future  generations !  We  would  hail 
you,  as  you  rise,  in  your  long  succession,  to  fill  the  places  which 
we  now  fill,  and  to  taste  the  blessings  of  existence,  where  we 
are  passing,  and  soon  shall  have  passed,  our  human  duration. 
We  bid  you  welcome  to  this  pleasant  land  of  the  Fathers. 
We  bid  you  welcome  to  the  healthful  skies  and  the  verdant 
fields  of  New  England.  We  greet  your  accession  to  the 
great  inheritance  which  we  have  enjoyed.  We  welcome  you 
to  the  blessings  of  good  government  and  religious  liberty. 
We  welcome  you  to  the  treasures  of  science  and  the  delights 
of  learning.  We  welcome  you  to  the  transcendent  sweets  of 
domestic  life,  —  to  the  happiness  of  kindred  and  parents  and 
children.  We  welcome  you  to  the  immeasurable  blessings 
of  rationaf  existence,  the  immortal  hope  of  Christianity,  and 
the  light  of  everlasting  truth." 
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Jl}w{^,      ,,  Au^,l^^  17(10  i  lu.  Suskh  Dddgi?,  d<  f. jk  Feb.  16, 1815. 

Smuttd,     ,,  Oct.  M,  176L 

BUiCAlH^h,  ,,  M»;  17,  1709;   ir  Joimthim  Bf  ookA  |  d.  Kv.  31, 1826. 

Jon^  Ai'ARflK  ttu  l^ydLii  Tuft  4,  Jan.  £.  17f)3,  who  1 
'      Hi^  d.  Nuv,  ^,  1842.     CluJdren  :  — 

John,  b.  Jan.  23,  1 1 94 ;  m.  |  3^^  j^j^  ^.{;jij^  j^^  ^^^  ^g^^^ 

Lydia,  „  Apr.  24,  1708  ;  d.  May  31,  1822. 

Gwrgc,         „  Feb.    1.  1S03. 

William  T.,  „  Julv    8,  1805. 

Elizabeth,     „  Mar.    1,  1810  ;  m.  John  A.  Dowiiie,  April  12, 1838. 

2-  8  Samikl  Amiuee  m.  Martha  Hodge,  of  Amherst,  May  16,  1786, 

who  d.  Apr.  2,  1841,  aged  72.     He  d.  Feb.  22, 1841.     He  had  — 

*  ^liiTCTiT  t\ro  iiiiinWrH  an-  coniiwtcd  l»y  a  hyphon,  the  flmt  U  the  number  of  the  parent; 
anti  thf  »M  oond.  of  the  child.  Thi-n-fim-,  in  «!T»tj  family,  the  ^mndfathcr.  father,  and  child  have 
tiK'ir  iiiiiiiIntc  in  tho  nani«  {Mini^raph.  Thiis*  in  the  Albrwj  familv  ;  .loffph  lu.  Judith  Keeves. 
Thi-  1-2  :iuaiii«t  hi<  iiiinu-  nfi-rs  U^  tho  pn-viou-*  pan^miph.  vrht-rf  1  in  hin  fathnr'u  nuinWr. and 
2  hi*  •»wn.  In  tho  2  •♦'•,  7, «.  &p.  tlu'«»  l:itt*T  are  his  children V  nuuiU'r*,  in  the  re^ilar  »urce»- 
iu<in  of  tU'«-cnilant«'  nf  the  tir>t  .lohii  All»re»«. 

Thf  ubbrvviutionM  UMed  an.*  b.  fur  burn;  d.  for  died;  m.  for  married;  nam.  fur  unmarried; 
ti.M.  p.  for  died  sin*  prvle  ( wiUiout  iuuc). 


d.  Air.  S7,  1850. 


6-10 

11 
12 
13 
14 
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Collateral  Branches  of  the  Albree  Family, 

N.B.  The  records  of  those  who  married  among  the  Brookses  will  be  found  in  that  fkmily  record. 

1-  6  Susanna  m.  Mr.  Goldthwait,  who  d.  six  months  after,  without  chil- 
dren. She  m.,  2d,  John  Pratt,  of  Chelsea,  Dec.  6.  1763,  and 
had  — 

Thomas,    b.  m.  Anne  Cheever ;  has  son  Thomas. 

John,*  „   Mary  Tewksbury. 

Elizabeth. 

Susanna,  „   John  Green,  of  Chelsea. 

Joanna,  „   Green,  „        „ 

•  Susan,  by  first  marriage.  Children  of  John  and  Mary  (Tewksbnry) 
Pratt  are  John,  Mary,  Oeoi^,  Elisa,  Sarah  Tewksbury,  Caroline,  Eleanor, 
JamM,  Charlotte  Albree,  and  William  Touro. 

8-18    Elizabeth  Albbeb  m.  Peter  Hall,  Jan.  2,  1817.    She  d.  Jan.  8, 
1853.    Her  children  were  — 
Martha,        b.  June    4,  1818 ;  m.  Alonzo  Rust,  Mar.  31,  1816. 
Charles  B.,  „  Oct.   15,1820;   „   KoxaUna  Branch,  Feb.  10, 1846. 
Samuel  A.,  „  May  29,  1823. 
Elizabeth,     „  Nov.  24,  1825. 
Marv  Jane,  „  Aug.    1,  1828. 
Judith,         „'  Feb.     2,  1831. 
Lucy  Ann,  „  June  22,  1833. 
George  W.,  „  Apr.    2,  1838. 


ANGIER,  SAMUEL,  m.  Abigail  Watson,  Apr.  29,  1762. 
John  Angier  m.  Abby  S.  Adams. 
Luther    „      „   Lydia  Farley. 


BALLARD,  MARY,  dau.  of  Joseph  and  Mary  B.,  d.  Sept  1.6, 

1716. 
Samuel,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Ballard,  b.  Dec.  27,  1718;  d.  ■ 

Aug.  10,  1721. 

BIRDUE,  PHILIP,  m.  Ann  Soloman,  Oct  7,  1704. 


1  BISHOP,  THOMAS,  of  Ipswich,  merchant,  Rep.  1666 ;  d.  Feb.  7, 
1671,  leaving  widow,  Margaret     Children:  — 

1-  2  SamueL 

3  John. 

4  Thomas. 

5  Job. 

6  Nathaniel. 

1-  2  Samuel  Bishop  m.  Hester ;  d.  March,  1681 ;  and  had,  inter 

alioSf  — 

2-  7    Dr.  John  Bishop,  moved  from  Bradford  to  Medford,  Sept  20, 1685, 

and  dit^d  1739.    He  m.  Sarah ,  and  had  — 

7~  8  John  Bishop,  b.  1722,  who  m.  Abigail,  dau.  nf  Dr.  Simon  Tufts, 

Dec.  7,  1752.    He.  d.  1791,  leaving  — 
8-  9    Abigail,  b.  Oct    5,  1753 ;   m.  Dr.  James  Putnam,  of  Danvers, 
Nov.  12,  1786. 
10    John,      b.  Nov.  20,  1755. 

8-10  John  Bishop  m.  Lydia  Holmes,  da^  of  Nathaniel  and  Rebecca 

rGoodwill)  Holmes,  who  d.  Mar.  28,  1807,  aged  48.     ChU- 
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10-11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 


10-14 


14-17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 


14-17 


17-25 
26 


3 

3-  4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


3-  6 


6-11 
12 


6-13 
14 
lo 
16 
17 
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Lydia,        b. 
Rebecca,     „  Oct 
John,  H  Auj;. 

Nathaniel,  „ 
Elizabeth,  „  Jan. 
William,    „  Mar. 


1784 ;  m.  N.  Panons ;  and  d.  Oet  4, 180S. 
2,  1785 ;  d.  Oct  26,  1807.  i 

7,  1787;  „    Sept  7,  1830. 

1790. 
1,  1791. 

1794 ;  „  Nov.  27,  1812. 

Nathaniel  Bishop  m.  Mary  S.  Farror ;  and  died  Feb.  22,  I860. 

He  had  — 
John. 
Lydia  H. 
MaryR. 

Nathaniel,  b. 

Nathaniel. 
Henrietta  B. 
Hcber. 
Maria  Josephine. 

John  Bishop  m.  Elinor,  dau.  of  Samuel  Sweetwr,  of  Brooklyn, 

N.Y.,  who  d.  Aug.  26,  1852,  aged  26.    ChUdren :  — 
Edward  Francis,  b.  1851 ;  d.  1851. 
Elinor  S. 

Sailah  Bishop  m.  Benjamin  Leathe,  Apr.  26,  1738. 


m.  Samuel  H.  Jonci,  of  PhiL 
1835 ;  d.  1836. 


BLANCHARD,  GEORGE,  m.  Sarah ;  and  d.  Mvdi  18, 

1700,  aged  84.     He  had— 
Sarah,  b.  Apr.  23.  1690. 
Mercy,  „  June  1 1,  1693. 

Joseph  Blanchard  m.  Elizabeth ,  and  had  — 

Kezia,    b.  July    3,  1704. 
Joanna,  „  May  25,  1711. 

OoncemlnR  the  abore,  I  can  only  add  the  foUowtnf  eztmets  of  wllte  <m  fili 
at  Kadt  Cambridi^ :  Thomas  Blanchard,  of  Charloatovn,  will  dated  16. 8  no., 
1854.  meutiuDs  wife  Mary,  sons  Nathaniel,  Samuel,  and  George,  and  hli  na 
Jojteph. 

John  Blanchard,  of  Dunstable,  March  IS,  1698,  mentioni  wife  Hannah, 
sons  Bcnjimiu,  Ja-wph,  Janie^,  Thomas,  and  Nathaniel:  and  danghterf  Han- 
nah iltivd,  Hannah  Parish,  Sarah,  and  Mary. 


Aarox  Blanchard  m.  Sarah ,  and  had  — 

Stirah,     b.  July  30.  1717. 

Dec.  14,  1719  ;  m.  James  KettcU,  Apr.  10,  1740. 


Sarah, 
Aaron, 
Mary, 
Moses, 


May  21.  1722. 
Feb.  22,  1724. 
Jan.     5,  1726. 


Francis,  „  Sept.  14,  1727. 


John. 


Dec.    4,  1728. 


He  died  September,  1769. 

Aaron  Blanchard,  jun.,  m.  Bebecca  Hall,  Nov.  13,  1745,  and 

liad  — 
Aaron,       b.  Mar.  15,  1746  ;  d.  March  21,  1746. 
licbccca,     „  Nov.  11,  1749. 

His  wife  dying,  Nov.  13,  1749,  he  m.,  2d,  Tabitha ,  and 

had  — 
Aaron.  b.  Sept.  2,  1751. 
Tabitha,  „  May  21,  1753. 
Andrew,  „  July  21,  1754. 
Rebecca,  „  Nov.  5,  1755. 
Sarah,        „  Mar.  25,  1757. 
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18  Joanna,   b.  Feb.  26,  1759. 

19  John,    „  Apr.  21,  1761. 

20  Stephen,     „  July    1,  1763. 

21  David,        „  Sept.  21,  1765. 

22  Benjamin,  „  Sept    8,  1770. 

She  d.  July  31,  1775. 

6-15  AifBHEw  Blanchard  m.  Mary  Waters,  Sept.  14, 1786,  and  had  — 

15-23  Andrew,  b.  Sept    2,  1787. 

24  Mary,  „  Oct  27,  1789. 

25  Sarah  H.,         „  Apr.  26.  1792. 

26  Abraham  W.,  „  Nov.  10,  1794. 

27  James,  „  Apr.  13,  1797. 

28  Martha,  „  Dec.    4,  1799. 

29  Emily,  „  Apr.    5,  1802. 
3d  Eoxana,  „  Aug.  14,  1808. 

6-19  J  HN  Blanchabd  m.  Bebecca  Tufts,  Sept  30,  1784,  who  d.  Nov. 
22,  1821,  aged  62 ;  and  had  — 

19-31  Rebecca,      b.  Aug.  29,  1784. 

32  Ansters  D.,  „  May  24,  1786. 

33  John,  „  May  21,  1788. 

34  Aaron,  „  Feb.     7,  1790. 

35  Sarah,  „  Jan.         1792. 

36  John,  „  Apr.    3,  1794. 
87  Gilbert,        „  Dec.  21,  1795. 

6-20  Stbphen  Blancha&o  m.  Elizabeth ,  and  had  — 

20-38    Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  14,  1789. 
39     Gair,  „  Apr.  15,  1790. 

40  Hezekiah  Blancha&d  m.  Susanna ,  and  had  — 

40-41  Susanna,   b.  Sept  15,  1755;  d.  July  16,  1790. 

42  Hannah,    „  Feb.    1,  1757;  „  Aug.  17,  1797. 

43  Hezekiah,  „  Sept   3,  1758. 

44  Winifred,  „  May    8,  1760;  „  Jan.  15,  1790. 

45  Mary,         „  Sept    8,  1761. 

46  Elizabeth,  „  Nov.  13,  1762. 

His  wife  dying  Jan.  1, 1763,  aged  31,  he  m.,  2d,  Sarah ,  and 

had  — 

47  Andrew,  b.  July  27,  1764 ;  d.  Sept  19,  1766. 

His  wife  d.  Nov.  28,  1792.    He  d.  Aug.  24,  1803,  aged  76. 

48    .  Caleb  Blanchajlo  m.  Lucy  Hall,  Mar.  2,  1788,  and  had  — 

48-48i  Lucy,       b.  July  28,  1788. 

49  Caleb,      „  Apr.  10,  1790. 

50  David,     „  Oct.  28,  1792. 

51  Surah,      „  June  25,  1795.     \ 

52  Mary,       „  Aug.  16,  1797. 

53  Hannah,  „  July  19,  1799. 

54  Ebenbzer  Blanchard  m.  Mary  Leathe,  Dec  1,  1766,  and  had — 

54-55    William,   b.  Apr.    4,  1767. 
56    Ebenezer,  „  Feb.  22,  1769. 

57  Samuel  Blanchard,  jun.,  of  Maiden,  m.  Sarah  Cutter,  Apr.  12, 

1745,  and  had  — 
57-58    Ebcmezer,  b.  Jan.  2,  1766. 

Andrew  Blanchard,  d.  1815. 

Ebenezer         „         „  Jan.  21,  1772,  aged  32. 
Ebenezer         „         „  Dec.  27,  1771,    u      3. 


¥H  2Zioai  OP  xxsfvjuiL 


JLum.<f  BiiAj'Tftxr?.  713..  it  Mxdoi.  a.  Sir.  CvttBr,  Apr.  12;  1 

7«.-ui  .,  31.  j'awcn  ScuKifT^  iMec  12,  1744w 

r  in-*;!;!  ^  .  Jeiiunaih.  I^arriP,  j^  Cb-»  laa.  IC,  17M. 


-,  J«-  :*.  :w.k  ^ 

»a 

:«a. 

,  OcL  -4.  :i34.   ^ 

44. 

.  I^  2».  :iJ».    ^ 

4& 

BEaZ'SjH-L'W.  J*:»Hy.  «»   rf  H:x3zrfercT  mad 

_xsL-r.iiiPi,  :.  J'xu  14,  l-iJJ.  TH  •3ie  oc  ibc  rail II*  i«ca 

5LT  ?»ri^-.     Ei  31.  Mjrr ;  ud  i.  Mar.  19,  1744,  ^td 

H.*  irjis  ied  jltkI  I?.  iTJ-i,  uec  »,  leaTin^  — 
:-  i     iLiry.        :.  Mij  *  ?.  1  •.'•r :  i.  ijed  iJ. 

:     Sirilx.        ^  Sif^i.    *.  l-fW  ;  -  N  ;t.  i7.  l-SSO. 

*  ?-:ii2.        «  y;V.  i*>.  IfjJi:  ai.  B«B.>uiiia  WxUif^  FrfiL  10,  171 
.;     J:c-..         »  F*:.  ::.  I:j4. 

7     Siir.i,        -,  iLir.  :>.  1 :?'.-. 

•  Sizi^  .     .•  A::.!-  ->.  17:0. 

>  S-wmro.  ^  L-e:L  i-S.  ::■)-  ;   „  B.  SeoHr,  ai  B-*.,  Felk  17,  K 

I?  A'txiil.  ..  Apr.  .->.  17<:4:    ^  Jooa.  Waxaoo,  Jan.  16.  17:29. 

::  Hir-.ir.  ^  Jxz.    JI.  IT?-?- 

12  5-.rf^ii»r=,  ..  S^JTt.  Ir,  IT-} 7. 

15  Siio.--,  ^  Oic.     3,  ::\.9. 

:-  3     .      J:3_\  BiAZtfHAT  zi.  M-r:T  Tufts,  Mar.  14,  171S.  and  hftd  — 
-^-1*     Jiiin.  b-  Ft:.    1-5,  17 L^. 

15     Mrrrr.       ..  I»-i:.  27.  172 L :  m.  Joseph  Xewdl,  Feb.  21,  1740 

:-    E::-ci:.rti,  „  o.t.  :>.  :7j2. 

17     N^t^ii^      ..  Jin.     4.  .724. 

I5     «  .^:n,       ..  !•►•;.  1:,  :72o;  d.  Auz.  13.  1765. 


K-^:h, 


X.  •?•>.  -- 


20  A:. HA.         ,.  .\rr.     4.  I7o0. 

21  Sarah,         „  Miv     I,  17-54. 

22  Joehua,  „  Juir  '■.  17o':. 
2."i  Peer.  .,  M/v  •:.  17.>>. 
•J4  R*.b*.c^-d,    „  Feb.     1,  1744. 

1-  6  J.J  NAT  ri  AX  Brai-jhaw  ni.  Mary  WatMn,  .\pr.  17,  1722.     He 
a  de-.con  o:  the  church  in  1723.     Ho  had  — 

^2-5  Jonathan,  b.  Feb.   13.  172  t. 

26  Abr^iharn,  „  Oct.    14.  1724. 

27  Mary.         „  May  lo,  1729. 

28  Annia,         „  Apr.     4,  1730. 

29  William,    ,.  Aug.  14.  1733. 

30  Jonathan,  „  Apr.  10,  173o. 

31  Rebecca,    „  Jan.   17,  1737. 

32  Susanna,    „  May  24,  1742. 

33  Elizabeth,  „  Jan.  20,  1745. 

1-8  Samctl  Bradshaw  m.  Sarah ,  and  had  — 

8-34  Samuel,    b.  Julv  18,  1737. 

35  William,  „  Apr.  20,  1739. 

36  Sarah,       „  Aug.  31,  1740. 

37  Hannah,  „  Mar.  10,  1742. 

1-12  Stephen  Bradshaw  m.  Mary ,  and  had  — 
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12-38  Mary,  b.  Feb.  24,  1789. 

89  Susanna,  „  July  12,  1741. 

40  Thomas,  „  July    8,  1743. 

41  AbigaU,  „  Mar.  26,  1746. 

42  John,  „  July  16,  1748;  d.  July  16,  1748. 
4»  Sarah,  „  Jan.  27,  1760;  „  May  10,  1760. 
44  John,  „  Jan.  80,  1761. 

46  Andrew,     „  Feb.  26,  1763. 

46  Henry,       „  Sept  13,  1764. 

47  Ruth,         „  Feb.     6.  1757. 

48  Zechariah,  „  Sept  27,  1769 ;  „  Oct  16,  1769. 

49  Uriah,        „  July  16,  1760;  „  Sept  10,  1760. 

Stephen  Brad«haw,  d.  Dec  21,  1767. 

Mary,  his  widow,    „  Jan,  12,  1776,  aged  68. 

-13  Simon  Bradshaw  m.  Mary         ,  and  V»4m^  — 

18-60  Simon,      b.  Mar.    1,  1739. 

61  Isaac,         „  Sept  26,  1740;  d.  Dec.         1741. 

62  Isaac,        „  Dec.  10.  1743;  „  Feb.  14,  1746. 

63  Eleazer,     „  Feb.  11,  1746. 

64  Mary         „  Sept  24,  1747. 

65  Catharine,,,  July  11,  1749;  „  Sept  16,  1749. 

Mary,  widow  of  Simon,  „  July  26,  1764. 

Thomas  Bradshaw  (perhaps  No.  40)  m.  Mary  Tufts,  Not.  26, 
1772.  and  had—    ^*^     *~  ^  ^ 

66  Thomas,  b.  Apr.  17,  1773. 

N.B.  —  He  perhaps  m.,  2d,  Martha ,  who  d.  Jidy  6.  1808, 

and  had  as  below.    He  d.  Sept  1,  1801. 

67  Martha,    b.  1776  ;  „  Aug.  11,  1778. 

68  Susanna,  „  Aug.    3,  1778. 

69  John,       „  June   3,  1786. 

Rebecca  Bradshaw  m.  Wm.  Hall,  jun.,  Feb.  7,  i753. 

^ercy  „         „  Joseph  EUU,  of  Dedham,  May  13,  1766. 

Mary  „  „  Nathanid  Hall,  Apr.  2,  1761. 

Sarah  „  „  Joseph  Thompson,  Dec.  30,  1718. 

Hannah  „  ,.  Enoch  Oreenleaf,  Feb.  17,  1726. 

Abigail  „  „  Jonathan  Watson,  Jan.  16,  1729. 

Elizabeth  „  ..  John  Muzzy,  July  12,  1709. 

William  „  „  Elizabeth  Lampson,  June  5,  1761. 

Susanna  „  „  Jonathan  Patten,  Apr.  14,  1762. 

Stephen  „  „  M.Mansfield,  Nov.  22, 1763.   (OfAUbury.) 

Susanna  „  „  Timothy  Newhall.  Nov.  1,  1764. 

Elizabeth  ,.  „  Andrew  Floyd,  of  Roxbury,  Oct  31,  1766. 

■  Simon  ..  „  Hannah  Johnson.  July  12,  1770. 

Thomas  „  „  Martha  Tuffcs.  Nov.  26,  1772. 

Patience  ..  ,.  N.  Ordway.  of  Chelmsford,  Nov.  22,  1733. 

Sarah  ,.  d.  Oct  22. 1776. 


1  BRADSTREET,  JOHN,  son  of  Rev.  Simon  B.,  of  New  London, 
and  grandson  of  Gov.  Bradstreet,  b.  Nov.  3,  1676 ;  m.  Meroy 
Wade,  Oct  9, 1699,  and  had  — 

1-  2    Dudley,    b.  Oct  26,  1701. 

3  Ann,         „  July    7,  1704. 

4  Lucy,        ,.  May  30,  1706. 
6    Patience,  .,  Feb.  13,  1712. 

6    Mercy,  d.  Oct  9,  1712. 

64 
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1-  2         Dudley  B&adstrebt,  of  Boston,  probably  the  son  of  John,  i 
above,  m.  Sarah  Pdrce,  of  Medford,  Aug.  18,  1724. 


1  BROOKS,  THOMAS,  the  first  of  the  name  in  New  EngMl 

came,  it  is  supposed,  from  Sufiblk,  England,  and  settled  it 
Watertown,  where  he  had  a  lot  assigned  him,  on  the  main  roid, 
in  1631.  He  was  made  a  freeman  in  1636;  and,  two  yeui 
afterwards,  his  name,  which  had  disappeared  from  the  Wattr- 
town  records,  is  to  be  seen  on  those  of  Concord,  where  he  wai 
constable  in  1638.  He  settled  in  this  latter  town,  and  owned 
lar^e  estates  there ;  in  consequence,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
various  town-offices.  In  1660,  he,  with  his  son-in-law,  Ttmodij 
Wheeler,  boiight  lour  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Medford,  for  four 
hundred  and  four  pounds  sterling,  which  he  owned  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  His  hrm  in  Medford  was  bought  of  Edward  CoDini, 
and  thus  porobably  a  part  of  the  great  Cradock  estate.  He  sold  Ui 
fiirm  in  Concord,  Oct.  22,  1664 ;  and  he  died  there.  May  21, 

1667.    His  wife  was  Grace ,  who  died  May  12,  1664.    Hu 

children  were  — 

1-2    Joshua,     b.  freeman,  1652;  m.  Han.  Mason,  of  Watertown. 

3  Caleb,        „  1632;        „        1654. 

4  Gershom,  „        1672;   „  Hannah  Eckles. 

5  Mary,  „  Tim.  Wheeler,  of  Ckmcord. 

(According  to  Mr.  Shattnck,  probably  others.) 

1-  8  •  Caleb  Bbooks  lived  at  Concord  until  1679.  He  m.,  ancoesstrdy, 
the  two  daus.  of  Thomas  Atkinson ;  viz.,  Susannah,  Apr.  10, 
1660 ;  2d,  Hannah.  He  removed  to  Medford,  where  he  inhe- 
rited some  land  lying  east  from  the  Wear  Bridge.  Hit  home 
was  situated  about  mid- way  between  the  bridge  and  the  Lowell 
Raihroad,  immediately  in  front  of  the  Wobum  Road.  It  was  ton 
down,  in  1779,  by  his  great-grandson,  Samuel.  He  died  July 
29,  1696,  aged  64  ;  and  his  second  wife,  Hannah,  died  Mar.  10, 
1702.  aged  about  70.  His  children  were,  by  his  first  wife^— 
3-  6     Susannah,  b.  Dec.  27,  1C61 ;    d.  unm.,  Dec.  23,  1686. 

7  Mary,         „  Nov.  18,  1663;    „  voung. 

8  Mary,  m,  Nathaniel  BalL 

9  Rebecca,  d.  unm. 

10  Sarah,  m.  Philemon  Russell,  Oct.  18,  1705. 

And,  by  his  second  wife,  — 

11  Ebcnezer,  b.  Feb.  24,  1670. 

12  Samuel,     „  Sept    1,  1672. 

3-11  Ebenezer  Brooks  m.  Abigail,  dau.  of  Dr.  Thomas  Boylston,  of 

Bro.kiine.     They  joined  the  church,  1712.     He  d.  Feb.  11, 
1743;   his  wife  d.  May  26,  1756,  aged  82.     Their  children 
"were  — 
11-13     Caleb.       b.  July    8.  1694. 
14    Ebcnezer,  „  May  23,  1698. 
16    Thomas,    „  Apr.  18,  1705 ;  d.  unm.  Nov.  14,  1784. 

16  Samuel,     „  Feb.    8,  1710. 

17  Abigail,     „  Oct     6,  1699  ;  m.  Thomas  Oakes. 

18  Hannah,    „  Apr.  15,  1701 ;    „  Nathaniel  Cheever. 

19  Mary,        „  Jan.   19,  1704;  d.  Sept  3,  1704. 

20  Rebecca,    „  July  24,  1706  ;  m.  Samuel  Pratt,  Dec.  2,  1726. 

3-12  Samuel  Br«  oks  m.  Sarah  BoylHton  (sister  of  his  brother's  wife), 

and  lived  in  Minlford,  nearly  opposite  the  site  of  the  house  since 
occupied  by  his  descendant,  Peter  C.  Brooks.    He  died  July  9. 
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1733.    His  wife  died  Oct  16,  1736,  aged  56.    Their  children 

were  — 
Samuel,  b.  Sept    3,  1700. 
Sarah,     „  Apr.  17,  1702 ;  m.  ReT.  Sheaijashub  Brown,  of  Sdtu- 

ate,  Feb.  12,  1786. 

Caleb  B&ooks,  m.,  2d,  Ruth  Albree,  Mar.  1,  1750,  by  whom  he 

had  — 
Theodore,    b.  Jan.     2,  1751. 

John,         bap.  May  31,  1752 ;  afterwards  Governor  of  this  State. 
Joseph,  d.  young. 

ElizHbeth,    „    June  26,  1757;  m.  Rev.  Jacob  Burnap,  1776. 
Hannah,      „    Feb.  12,  1760  ;   „  Francis  Burns,  1794. 

Captain  Caleb  Brookfl,  lo  called,  m.,  Ist,  Mary  Wyer,  and  had  by  her  five 
eons  and  Are  daoghtera.  His  homeitead  waa  what  ii  now  called  the  Boeqoet 
Room.    He  d.  Not.  21, 1766. 

Samubl  Brooks  m.  Mary  Boutwell,  of  Reading,  who  brought 
with  her  a  large  landed  property  in  that  town.  His  house  is  still 
standing,  about  thirty  rods  above  his  father's.  His  will  proves 
him  to  have  been  one  of  the  few  slaveholders  in  the  town.  He 
d.  July  5,  1768.  His  wife  d.  May  25,  1772,  aged  74.  Their 
children  were  — 

Mary,       bap.  Jan.      1,  1728  ;  m.  William  Whitmore. 

Samuel,       b.  Aug.  24,  1729, 

Thomas,      „    Jan.     6,  1732. 

Edward,      „    Nov.    4,  1733. 

Jonathan,     „   Aug.  17,  1735,  d.  in  college,  1750. 

John  Bbooks  (Governor  of  Massachusetts)  m.  Lucy  Smith,  of 
Reeding,  in  177f ,  who  d.  Sept  26,  1791,  aged  38.  He  died 
March  1,  1825.    Their  children  were :  — 

Lucy,  b.  June  16,  1775  ;  m.  Rev.  O'KiU  Stuart 

Alexanders.,  „  Oct  19,  1781;  killed  by  explosion  of  a  steam- 
boat, 1836. 

John,  „  May  20,  1783 ;  fell  at  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie, 

S^  10,  1813. 

Thomas  Brooks  m.,  Ist,  Anna  Hall,  Feb.  27,  1755,  who  d.  Aug. 
28,  1757 ;  2d,  Mercy  Tufti,  Dec,  29,  1762.  He  died  Mar.  7, 
1799.  His  second  wife  died  Aug.  26,  1813,  aged  71.  His  chil- 
dren were,  by  first  wife,  — 

Nancy,        b.  Apr.    6,  1757 ;  m.  Dr.  Stevens. 
By  his  second ;  — 

Mercy,         b.  Sept  3,  1763  ;  m.  Cotton  Tufts,  of  Weymouth. 

Jonathan,     „  Oct   25,  1765  ;  d.  Mar.  18,  1847. 
„  young. 
Oct   23,  1768  ;  lost  at  sea. 
d.  young. 


21-81 


Samuel, 

Samuel, 

Isaac, 

William, 

Simon, 

Lucy, 

Abigail, 

Isaac, 


Sept    2,  1772 ; 


1805. 
young. 


,  June    3.  1776 ;  „  Oct.  2,  1819. 

William  S.,  „  Mar.    6,  1781  ;  lives  at  Brattleboro*,  Vt 

Thomas,       „  Jan.  30,  1783  ;  d.  at  sea,  Jan.  6,  1810. 

Edward        „  June  18,  1786  ;  „  at  N.  Orleans,  1817. 

James,  „  Feb.     7.  1788  ;  „  „  Havana,  1809. 

Edward  Brooks  m.  Abigail,  dau.  of  Rev.  John  Brown,  of  Haver- 
hill. He  grad.  H.  C,  1757,  where  he  was  librarian  for  a  short 
time.  He  was  chaplain  on  board  the  frigate**  Hancock  "in  1777; 


h&ft 


j-**- 


*     _  i^- 


10*1    >S.       3lS 


4A-'* 


^\     jLsr7  1a..*--  ,    Apr   -L.  ".•?.;-. 

IJ^M  EiiM-ZAjzrs  3a^oD  m.  2ev.  Jacob  Bu!'w;t.  jk 
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26-87    Horatio  G.,  b.  Jan.     4,  1778. 


88 

EUzabeth, 

1779 ; 

d.  1840. 

89 

Ruth, 

1780; 

„  Nov.  27,  1806. 

90 

1781. 

91 

Rebecca, 

„  May  14,  1784. 

92 

Abigail. 

1785 ; 

„  Aug.  26,  1808. 

93 

John, 

1788; 

1827. 

94 

Jacob, 

„  Feb.  17,  1790. 

96 

Susan, 

„  Nov.  14.  1791. 

96 

Caleb  B., 

,.  Feb.   17.  1794. 

97 

Francis, 

..  Jan.   24,  1796. 

98 

Lucy, 

..  Oct     2,1797; 

1842. 

99    George  W.. ..  Nov.  30,  1802. 

BROWN,  JOHN,  m.  Anna  Tufu,  June  24.  1700. 


1  CHAD WICK^  JOSEPH,  had  by  wife  Ruth  — 

1-  2    Joseph,  b.  July  11,  1714. 
•     3    Ruth,    „  Oct  21,  1716. 


CHUBB,  SARAH,  dau.  of  William  and  Sarah  C,  b.  Feb.  16, 
1718. 


1  CLARK,  JOHN,  m  Mary .  andhad  — 

''I  u^.]  »-'»iy  8."". 

4    Peter,        „  Jan.  27,  1765. 
6    Elizabeth,  „     „       4,  1761. 

Elizabeth  Clabk  m.  Samuel  Page,  jun..  Mar.  26,  1747. 
'Martha  „       „   N.  Mason,  of  Watertown,  July  6,  1766. 


CL]BAYELAND,  AJ3IGAIL,  dau.  of  Aaron  and  Abigail  C, 
b.  May  10,  1706. 

CLQUGH,  JOHN,  b.  in  Marblehead,  1790 ;  moved  to  Medford, 

1816 ;  m.,  1820,  Mary  Ajin  D.  Tainter,  dau.  of  Elisha  L. 
Tainter,  and  had  — 
2    Mary  Ann. 

8    Franklin  W.,  d.t.p. 

4    Sarah  F.,  d.«.p. 

6    John  Henry,  d. «.  p, 
6    Emily. 


ORAOOGK,  MATHEW,  the  foandftr  of  Medfbrd,  waa  deeoended  from  an  old  English  IkmllT, 
whoM  podigrve  1b  printed  In  the  N.  S.  Hi«.  and  0«n.  Register  for  April,  1866.  An  abstract  is 
hsrs  glYein:  ^ 

JoDm  Oradock,  liTtng  1446.  He  fled  to  France  for  killlBg  »  man ;  bat,  reeelilng  »  pardon, 
TOtomed  and  settled  at  StaflRord,  where  he  m.  Jane,  dan.  of  Richard  Needham,  of  Donington. 
His  son  John  d.  11  Ed.  lY.  (1471),  and  hsd  by  wife — dau.  of  R.  Bliddleton  —  Richard  Cradock. 
merehant  of  the  Staple,  who  d.  in  London,  1600.  He  m.  Alice,  dao.  of  John  Dorrlngton,  and 
l|ad,nil«r  sit0«,  Thomas,    -      -  •-        —  •  -   •        -  .  - 


.«•»,  .—mr  iM«>.,  Auviuoe,  who  d.  1680.  This  Thomas  was  &ther  of  Thomas,  who  m.  .«ui.ui^ 
daa.  of  Nieholas  Mererall,  and  had  William  of  Caennarthen,  1697.  William  m .  Timothea,  dan. 
or  K.  Wotten,  and  had,  with  othe4^  Francis,  (who  lired  at  Wlckham  Brook,  and  left  lasoe, 
Wali^,  who  d.  s.  p^)  and  Mathew,  V,  166&  who  m.  Dorothy  Greenway .  This  Matbsw  had  Ma- 
tfytmj  /mt  palion,  and  Samnel,  olsric  at  Thistleton,  oo.  Rutland.   Mathew  m.,  1st,  Damsris,  dan. 


\    ■ 
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Children  of  Nancy  8.  (No.  10)  :  — 
Anson  D.,  b.  Jnly  29,  1835. 
Marda  A.,  „  Aug.  18,  1836. 
Augusta  v.,  t,  Aug.  20,  1838. 
AbbT  R.,  „  Not.  19,  1840. 
SarJi  F.,       „  Oct   28,  1844. 

Sabah  Dexteb  m.  Thomas  Hadler,  1792 ;  d.  Mar.  1,  1837 ;  and 

had  — 
Samuel  D.,     b.  June  14, 1794 ;  m.  B.  R.  BellowB,  May  4, 1813. 
Richard  W.,    „  Oct.         1796  ;  d.  Nov.  5,  1834. 
Sarah  D.,         „  Feb.  25,  1799 ;  m.  C.  W.  James,  Sept.  18.  1823. 
EUzabeth  W.,  „  May  21,  1804;  „  J.  Richardson,  Bee.  12, 1826. 

Sarah  D.  Hadlet  m.  Charles  W.  James,  Sept  18,  1823,  and 

had  — 
Charles  H.,     b.  June  24,  1824. 
Sarah  A.,        „  Nov.    5,  1825. 
Horatio,  „  May  26,  1827. 

William  L.,     „  July '  14,  1829  ;  d.  Aug.  9,  1833. 
Thomas  W.,  )  „  Feb.  23,  1832. 
Richard  O.,  )  „  Feb.  27,  1832. 

Cbablbs  H.  Jambs  m.  Sarah  B.  Hutchins,  Apr.  24,  1850,  and 

had  — 
Isabel  E.,  b.  Feb.  18,  1851. 

HoBATXo  Jakes  m.  Caroline  J.  Mansfield,  Dec  25,   1851,  and 

had  — 
Stanley  W.,  b.  Aug.  24,  1853. 


1  DILL,  THOMAS,  who  d.  Jan.  29,  1718,  had  by  wife  Mary  — 

1-  2    Mary,      b.  Oct  35.  1706. 
3    Thomas,  „  Dec.  19,  1708. 


EDES,  JOHN,  and  Martha,  his  wife,  had  - 
Na^n,  i    ^••^•^^   31.1716. 


EUOT,  MART,  widow  of  Francis,  of  Braintree,  d.  Jan.  17, 1697. 

She  was  mother-in-law  of  Deacon  John  Whltmore ;  and  her  hosband  waa  probably  a  near  rela- 
tive of  the  apofftle  to  the  Indians.  My  reaaona  for  this  surmise  are :  1.  That  one  of  the  brothers 
otR&t.  John  nioi  mentions  in  his  will  that  he  had  property  in  the  hands  of  this  Francis,  at 
IBMntree.  2.  Edmand  Hobart  was  fother  of  Joshua  and  of  Thomas  Hobart.  Oaleb.  son  of 
thii  Thomas,  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Francis  Eliot.  His  cousin  Peter  m.  Susanna,  dau.  of  Jacob 
Bioi,  aod  nSeee  of  tlie  apostle  Such  a  coincidence  can  hardly  have  resulted  without  a  con- 
naeHon  batween  these  fluniUes  of  EUots. 


1 

1-  2 
8 

4 
6 
6 


FARWELL,  ISAAC,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  had  — 

Elizabeth,  b.  June  15.  1707. 

Mary,        „  Nov.  19,  1709. 

John,         „  June  23.  1711. 

William,    „  Dec  28,  1712. 

Dorothy,   „  Apr.  23,  1715. 


FILLEBROWN,  THOMAS,  m.  Elizabeth  Whitmore,  March  30, 
1732,  and  had  — 
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1-  2    William,  b.  Oct.  30,  1782. 


3         FiLLEBROwNB,  Edwabd,  xxi.  Susaiuia  Peirce,  Feb.  16»  1744,  i 

had  — 
3-  4    Edward,  b.  Aug.  30,  1744. 

6    Thomas,  „  Mar.    2,  1746  ;  d.  July  29, 1746. 

6    Susanna,  „  May  31,  1747. 


1  FOX,  ISAAC,  had  by  Abigail,  his  wife,  — 

1-  2  John,         b.  Apr.  10,  1679. 

3  Isaac,        „  Dec.  12,  1680. 

4  Abigail,     „  Mar.  11.  1682. 

6  Hannah,    „  Nov.  15,  1683 ;  d.  Mar.  7,  1685. 

6  John,         „  Apr.  24,  1685. 

7  Samuel,     „  Apr.  30,  1687. 

8  Ebenczer,  „  Oct   14,  1689. 

9  Thomas,    „  Nov.  10,  1693.      ' 


1  FRANCIS,  RICHARD,  of  Cambridge,  m.  Alice ,  and  had  — 

1-  2    Stephen,  b.  Feb.     7,  1645. 

3  Sarah,      „  Dec    4,  1646 ;  m.  John  Squires. 

4  John,       „  Jan.     4,  1650. 

Richard  d.  Mar.  24,  1687,  aged  about  81. 

1-  2  Stephen  Francis  m.  Hannah  Hall,  Dec.  27, 1670f  who  d.  Apr.  2, 

1683  ;  he  then  m.  Hannah  Dickson,  Sept.  16,  1683.    His  diil- 
dren  were  — 

2-  5    Hannah,  b.  Sept  28.  1671 ;  d.  June  17,  1677. 

6  Stephen,  „  Aug.  15,  1674  ;  „  Sept  24,  1719. 

7  Hannah,  „  June  18,  1677 ;  „  young. 

8  Hannah,  „  Apr.    7,  1680. 

1-  4  John  Francis,  who  d.  Jan.  3,  1728,  m.  Lydia  Cooper,  Jan.  5, 
1688,  who  d.  Aug.  24,  1725,  aged  63,  and  had  — 

4-  9  John,  b.  Oct   10,  1688  ;  d.  young. 

10  John,  „  Feb.  17,  1690. 

11  Stephen,     „  Nov.    2,  1691. 

12  Nathaniel,  „        about  1692 ;  named  in  divis.  of  his  father's  estate. 

13  Samuel,      „  Jan.    17,  1696. 

14  Anna,         „  Nov.    2,  1697  ;  m.  Benj.  Dany,  July  23,  1724. 

15  Joseph,       „  Jan.     5,  1700. 

16  Ebenezer,   „  Oct  30,  1701;  d.   Mar.    3,  1702. 

17  Lydia,         „  Apr.  20,  1703;  m.  Joseph  Tufts,  Jan  12,  1727. 

18  Ebenezer,    „  Mar.  25,  1708;  d.   Feb.  2,  1727. 

He  appears  to  haw  m.  EUs.  Froft,  Sept.  18, 1706 1  and,  in  flwt,  It  li  pofll- 
ble  that  all  these  children,  after  Nathaniel,—  that  Is,  from  and  *«*ii«w»if  Ho. 
18,  —  may  be  the  off»prinf(  of  a  diflbrent  John  and  Lydia.  This,  however,  b 
bat  a  soimise ;  and,  from  the  wills,  I  judge  a  very  improbablo  one. 

4-10  John  Filancis,  and  Dorothy,  hia  wife,  who  d.  Sept  25,  1737,  aged 

33,  had  — 
18i  Mary,  b.  Jan.  26,  1732  ;  m.  William  Tofts ;  d.  1812. 
He  d.  Aug.  31,  1750. 

4-11  Stephen  Francis,  blacksmith,  is  mentioned  in  his  brother  Ebene- 

zer's  will  (18).    Stephen  F.  is  apparently  the  one  who  m.  Lore, 
widow  of  Josiah  Wyman,  of  Wobum,  July  14,  1740.    BLe  had 
children  — 
11-19    Stephen,  b.  Mar.    7,  1741;  d.  June  26,  1749. 
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20    Seth,        b.  Jan.  14,  1744;  d.  Oct  31,  1791. 

He  d.  July  13, 1771.    His  wife  d.  June  22,  1767. 

4-12         Nathaniel  Francis  m.  Sarah ,  and  had  — 

12-21    Nathaniel,  b.  Jan.    6,  1732. 

22  Benjamin,  „  Nov.  11,  1734. 

23  Richard,      „  Jan.     2,  1736. 
231  WilHam,bap.Feb.    6,1737. 

4-13  Sahxtel  Francis  had  by  his  wife,  Mary,  — 

13-24  Anna,    b.  Nov.  28,  1726 ;  m.  Josiah  Dixon,  June  16, 1748. 

25  Samuel,  „  Jan.         1728. 

26  Sarah,  bap.  Oct.  26,  1729. 

His  wife  d.  Apr.  21,  1774 ;  and  he  followed,  Sept  29»  1775. 

4-16  Joseph  Francis  and  EHzabeih  had  — 

16-264  Elizabeth,  b.  Nov.    7,  1736. 

27  Lydia,        „  Dec.  12,  1737. 

28  Joseph,       „  July  12,  1741. 

He  d.  Feb.  1,  1749 ;  and  his  widow  d,  Dec  2,  1786. 


29 


30 

30-31 
32 
33 
34 
36 
36 
37 

38 

38-39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
46 
46 
47 

19-21 
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49 
60 
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62 
63 
64 
66 

l»-ft2 

22-66 
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Nabhall  Francis  m.  Sarah  Whitmore,  May  16,  1723 ;  and,  from 
the  dates,  may  have  been  a  son  of  John  No.  4,  bom  about  1694 ; 
but  all  these  sons  of  this  John  seem,  if  rightly  traced,  to  have 
married  comparatively  late  in  life ;  and  the  unuffual  length  of  the 
generations  seems  ito  call  for  another  generation  to  be  inserted. 

John  Francis,  jun.,  who  d.  Apr.  2,  1776,  had  by  wife  Dorothy  — 

Manning,  b.  Nov.  20,  1748 ;  d.  Sept  6,  1749. 

Phebe.       „  May  26,  1763. 

Deborah,   „  Apr.  21,  1756 ;  m.  John  Lagood,  Feb.  9,  1766. 


Sarah, 
John, 
David, 
Mary, 


May  22,  1767. 
„  Apr.  6,  1760. 
„  June  23,  1764. 
„  May,        1767. 


Ebbnbzer  Francis  had  by  wife  Kachel  Tufts,  whom  he  m.  Nov. 

16,1733  — 
Susanna,  b.  Nov.  28,  1734 ;  m.  Samuel  Cutter,  Apr.  28,  1767. 
Abigail,     ,^  Oct     6,  1736. 
Lucy,      ^  „  Mar.  12,  1739. 

Sarah,  „  June  6,  1741 ;  m.  Thomas  Wyer,  Mar,  8,  1766. 
Ebenezer,  „  Dec  22,  1744. 
William,  „  Apr.  20,  1746. 
Thomas,  „  July  16,  1748. 
Aaron,  „  Feb.  16,  1761. 
John,         „  Sept.  28,  1753. 

Ebenezer  d.  July  16,  1774. 

Nathaniel  Francis  m.  Phebe ,  and  had  — 

Nathaniel,  b.  Oct  13,  1762. 
Jonathan,  „  Jan.  27,  1756. 
Stephen,  „  July  26,  1757. 
Joseph,  „  Aug.  8,  1759. 
Phebe,  „  Sept  13,  1761. 
Thomas,  „  May  3,  1763. 
Caleb,  „  Mar.  8,  1766. 
Joshua,       „  July,       1767. 

Brnjamin  Francis  m.,  Ist,  Lydia ,  -Wlio  d.  January,  1768 ;  2d, 

Sarah  Hall,  Oct  20,  1768 ;  and  d.  June  5,  1798.    He  had  — 
Benjamin,  b.  Sept   6,  1759 ;  d.  in  Baltimore. 
James. 
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68 
69 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
66 


lives  in  Newbiurrport. 
b.  July  14,  1766 ;  lives  in  Wayland. 


12-23 


23-66 
67 
68 
69 


22-69 


William, 

Convers, 

Ebenezer. 

Simon. 

NathanieL 

Stephen. 

Sanih,  m.  Mr.  Bond,  of  Middletown. 

Lydia,  „  Job  Wyeth,  of  Cambridge. 

RicKABD  FaANOis,  by  wife  Hannah  Winship,  whom  he  m.  Ifar. 

20,  1760,  had  — 
Bichard,  b.  Dec  16,  1760. 
Loring,    „  June    7, 1762. 
Samuel,    „  Ang.  26,  1764. 
Daniel,     „  June  26,  lie&f 

Ck)NvsB8  Fbamcis  m.  Susanna  Band,  May  11, 1788,  who  d.  May 

7,  1814,  aged  48,  and  had  — 
James,      b.  June  12,  1789 ;  lives  at  Wayland. 
Susanna,  „  Oct     7,  1790 ;  m.  J.  K.Frothingham,  of  Charlestown. 
Mary,       „  May  29,  1793 ;  „  Wairen  Preston ;  d.  Sept.  21, 1847. 
Convers,  „  Nov.    9,  1796  ;  of  Harvard  College.  [books. 

Lydia,      „  Feb.  11,  1802;  m.  David  L.Child ;  has  written  aevenl 

Lydia      Francis,  m.  Ebenexer  Blount,  Feb.  17,  1739. 
Sarah  „        „    Josiah  Smith,  of  Lexington,  Nov.  16,  1760. 

Lydia  „        „    Benjamin  Thfts,  March  4,  1779. 

Hannah       „        „    Isaac  Amsdcll,  of  Marlbc^ugh,  Jime  7, 1726. 
Lydia  „        „   Nathaniel  Pierce,  Mar.  1,  1686. 

Elizabeth     „  d.  Nov.  12, 1760. 

Samuel        „  jun.,  „  Oct.  16, 1776. 

and  his  wife  „  May  16,  1776. 

Jane,  widow  of  John  Francis,  „  Dec  16,  1800,  aged  63. 


FULTON,  JOHN,  was  bom  in  Boston,  1736,  and  moved  to  Med- 
ford  in  1772,  where  he  owned  land  bounded  by  the  street  which 
now  bears  his  name.  His  father  is  said  to  have  emigrated 
from  Ireland,  to  enjoy  liberty  of  conscience,  and  was  one  oi  the 
proprietors  of  the  Federal-street  Church.  He  m.  the  ddest 
daughter  of  Samuel  Bradlee,  of  Boston,  whom  he  left  a  widow, 
with  ten  children.  She  died,  aged  96.  One  of  her  daughters 
m.  Nathan  Wait,  of  Maiden,  who  was  b.  1763,  and  d.  1840,  in 
Medford ;  in  which  town  one  of  his  daughtera  now  lives,  tiie 
wife  of  Jonathan  Perkins,  Esq. 


1  GARDNER,  THOMAS,  m.  Mary  WiUis,  Jane  21,  1704,  and 

had  — 
1-  2    EUzabeth,  b.  Aug.  13,  1721. 


GILCHRIST,  JAMES,  was  a  shipmaster,  out  of  Boston  and 
Salem,  in  the  China  and  East  India  trade.  He  died  June  14, 
1825,  aged  62,  leaving,  by  his  wife,  Susan  Wyman,  — 

Emily,  m.  Samuel  Crosby,  of  Charlestown. 

Margaret  A.,  „  Matthews  W.  Green. 

John  James,    „   Sarah  Hubbcurd.    Is  Chief  Justice  of  K.  H. 

Hannah  S. 

Susan.  f 

Martha  R. 

Daniel  S. 

Charles  Ueury,  d.  June  4,  1849,  aged  24. 
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1-  6  Susan  Gilchiust  m.  Francis  Low,  Esq.,  of  Jamaica  Plains,  and 
has  — 

6-10  Susan,  m.  Ebenezer  Bacon,  Esq. 

1 1  Emily,  „   William  Bacon,  Esq. 

12  Edward. 

13  Ellen. 

14  Francis. 

GILLEGROVE,  JOHN,  d.  Feb.  8,  1718.    . 

1  GREATTON,  JOHN,  and  Sarah,  had  — 

1-  2  John,       b.  Mar.  26,  1713. 

8  Sarah,     „  Nov.    6,  1714 ;  d.  July  4,  1716. 

4  Sarah,     „  Nov.  16,  1716. 

6  Mary,      „  Sept.    9,  1718. 

6  Thomas,  „  May    8,  1722. 


1*         GREENLEAF,  STEPHEN,  m.  Mary ,  and  had  — 

1»-  1    Gardiner,  b.  Jan.     9,  1726. 

2  Elizabeth,  „  Dec     7, 1727. 

3  Mary,        „  Apr.  26,  1734. 

4  Ste^ien,  „  Aug.  6,  1736. 
6  Rebecca,  „  Mar.  19,  1739. 
6    Isaac,         „  May  27,  1744. 

He  mm  probably  »  dMeendani  of  Bdmnnd  OreenlMi;  of  Newbury,  1688, 
and  bxotber  of  Snooh  2*,  mentioned  beloir.    [  Fid*  *«  Ulatory  of  Newbuiy."] 

2*         Enoch  Gbebzyleaf  m.  Hannah  Bradshaw,  Feb.  17,  1726,  and 

had  — 
2*-  7    Hannah,    b.  Dec.  23,  1726 ;  d.  Apr.  21,  1736. 

8  John,         „  Oct.  30,  1729. 

9  Edmond,  „  Aug.  17,  1731 ;  „  Mar  9,  1736. 

10  Judith,      „  July  26,  1733. 

11  Samuel,    „  Oct  24,  1736 ;  „  Jan.  7,  1741. 

12  Edmond,  „  Jan.  21,  1740. 

1«-  1  Gasdineb  Grbenlbap  m.   Catharine  Thompson,  Jan  21,  1748, 

who  died  Apr.  8,   1768,  aged  38.    He  died  Nov  21,  1808, 
leaving  — 
1-18    Gardiner,  b.  Aug.  20,  1748. 
14    Rebecca,    „  Sept.  26,  1760  ;  m.  Benjamin  Floyd,  Apr.  80, 1770. 
16    Mary,        „  Oct  11,1762;  „   Samuel  Kidder,  May  19,  1778. 

16  Jonathan,  „  June   9,  1764. 

17  Catharine,,,  May  23, 1766  ;  „  E.  Thonomson,  May  21,  1778. 

18  Hannah,    „  Mar.    3,  1768  ;   „  Francis  Tufts,  June  12, 17^. 

19  Gardiner,  „  July  14,  1766. 

20  Abigail,    „  Apr.    I,  1768. 

1*-  4         Stsphbh  G&bbnlbaf  m.  Maria ,  and  had  — 

4-21    Eliza  Mason,  b.  Dec  1,  1764. 

1*-  6  Isaac  Gbsenlbaf  m.  Mary  Tufts,  Dec  10,  1772 ;  but,  his  wife 

dying  June  24,   1776,  aged  26,  he  m.   Sarah,  dau.  of  Jacob 
lUioades,  Apr.  30,  1778.     She  was  b.  Dec  1,  1766,  and  d.  Nov. 
6,  1829,  aged  72.    He  d,  Feb.  19,  1807,  leaving  — 
6-22    Isaac,  b.  Feb.     3,  1779  ;  m.  Hcpzibah  Shed. 

23  Sarah,  „  Sept        1780  ;  d.  unm.  Sept  16,  1807. 

24  Mary,  „  Jan.    29,1782;,,      „     July  11,  1806. 
26    Hannah  H.,  „  Apr.    6,  1784  ;  m.  Henry  Reed. 
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27 
28 
29 

l»-30 
1-16 

16-31 
32 
38 
34 
85 

6-22 

22-36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 


Bebecqi.      b.  Nor.    6, 1786 ;  m.  John  Bnrridgc;  ju. 
AbtgailH^  ^  Nor.  24, 1788;  ^  lliomis  Shed. 
EUxa  H.,     ,,  Sept  14, 1791 ;  d.  unm.  May  1. 1821. 
Hazriet,       „  Nor.  14,  1794 ;  m.  Henry  Bogen. 

GABDnrsE  GBBKifLBAF,  m.  Ljdia ,  and  had  — 

Gardiner,  b.  May  6, 1789. 

JoHATHAH  Gbeestleaf  m.  Joanna  Manning,  Hay  6»  1778,  and 

bad- 
Jonathan,  b.  Tth.  16,  1784. 
Mary  Manning,  „  Dec  28,  1786. 
WOUam,  „  Oct  7,  1788. 
J6seph,  ^  Jan.  81,  1794. 
Sarah,  „  Oct  25, 1797. 

Ibaao  Gbbsnuap  m.  Hepzibah  Shed,  Feb.  18,  1803,  who  wm 

b.  April  6,  1780,  and  d.  Sept  21,  1827.    He  had— 
Hepzibah,*         b.  May  17, 1804 ;  m.  Gard.  Fifield,  Dec  28, 1823. 
Mary,  „  Sept   1,  1807 ;  d.  young. 

Sarah  A.,  „  Nor.  13, 1808 ;  m.LBJiott;  d.Dec2,1836,«^ 

George  G.,  „  Jan.  26,  1813.    ^     . 

Lydia  8.,  b.  Dec  16,  1816 ;  „  Rnfus  C.  Smith. 

Edward  Henry,  „  Sept  26,  1819 ;   „  Car.  S.  Colby,  of  Wei^ort. 
Mananeh  K.,     „  Mar.  25,  1821 ;  d.,  unm.,  May  26,  1849. 

*  HspziBAB  had,  by  Gardner  Fifidd,  — 
George  G.,      b.  Oct  27, 1824 ;  m.  Sarah  E.  Bichaidaon. 
James  F.,        „  Sept  15,  1826 ;   „  Tamzay  Hdbrook. 
Frederick  I.,  „  Oct  31,  1828 ;  d.  April  16,  1830. 
Frederick  P.,  „  Oct  24,  1831 ;  „    May  23,  1851. 
GeorgiannaL,  „  Sept   8,  1836. 
Window  W.,  „  Oct     2,  1840. 
William  E.,     „  Mar.  19,  1846. 


1  GREGG,  CAPT.  JAMES,  was  b.  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  and  m. 

Jane  Cargil.     He  embarked  for  America  in  1718  ;  and,  landbg 
at  Cape  Elizabeth,  spent  the  winter  there.    He  was  afterwards 
one  of  the  sixteen  first  settlers  of  Londonderry.    He  had  — 
William. 

1-  2    John. 

Samuel. 
Thomas. 
Elizabeth. 

1-  2  John  Gbegg  m.  Agnes  Bankin,  and  had  — 

James. 
•       Hugh. 
John. 
William. 
George. 

2-  3    Samuel. 

Joseph. 
Benjamin. 
Elizabeth. 
Janet 

2-  3  Samuel  Grboo  m.  Agnes  Smil<jy,  and  had  — 

John. 

3-  4    Hugh. 

Samuel. 
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George. 

Sarah. 

Ann. 

Mary. 

Elizabeth. 

3-  4  Hugh  Gbboo  m.  Sarah  Leslie,  and  lived  at  New  Boston,  N.II., 

where  he  had  — 
Kosamund. 
James. 
Alexander. 
Jane. 
Hannah. 
John. 
Leslie. 
Mary. 
Beuben. 
Ann. 
4-  6    SamaeL 

4-  6         Samuel  Gbeoo  m.  Jane  Wilson,  and  had  — 

Jane. 
Elizabeth. 
Mary. 
Sarah. 
6-  6    Alexander. 

7  Samuel. 

He  m.,  2d,  Lydia  Bartlett,  and  had  — 

8  James  B. 

5-  6  Albxandeb  Gbboo  m.  Jane  Moore  Clark,  of  New  Boston,  N.H., 

Oct.  3,  1820 ;  and  had  by  her  — 
6-  9    Frances  Anne. 

10  Robert  Mack. 

11  Jane  Wilson. 

He  removed  to  Medford  in  1827. 

6-  7         Samuel  Gbboo  m.  Ruth  Wadsworth  Richards,  of  New  Boston, 

and  had  — 
7-12    Martha  Dalton. 

13  Samuel  W. 

14  CaroUne  A. 
16    Abby  Maria. 

16  Jane  A. 

17  AbbyTrask. 

6-  8  James  B.  Gbboo  m.  Mary  Bailey,  of  Newbury ;  and  d.  April  15, 

1848,  leaving  one  son,  — 
8-18    James  Bartlett 


GROVES,  MATHEW,  son  of  Mathew  and  Naomi,  b.  July  9, 
1702. 


1  HALL,  WIDOW  MARY,  of  Cambridge,  had  lands  given  her  by 

that  town,  1662,  when  she  united  with  the  church.  Her  chil- 
dren were  all  adults  then.    She  had — 

1-  2    John. 

3  Susanna. 

4  Stephen. 
6    William. 
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6  Mary,  m.  JtnA  Metde^  Feb.  26, 1669. 

7  Hannah,  „  Stephen  YnnoB,  Dec  27,  I67i 

8  Lydia,  „  Genhom  Cntter,  1  mo.  6,1677-8. 

1-  2  John  Hall  was  of  Ck)noord,  1658..  He  m.,  4  mo.  2, 1666,  EliiaM 
Green,  of  Camb.,  dan.  of  Perdval  and  Ellen  Green.  John  vm 
of  Camb.,  1667  to  1675.  He  bought  lands  at  Medford,  Jbm 
27,  1675,  of  Caleb  Hobort,  which  he  mortgaged  to  him  the  mm 
day  OS  security,  and  redeemed  May  2, 1881,  for  two  hundred  and 
sixty  pounds.  His  children  were  — 
2-  9    Elizabeth,  b.  18,    7  mo.,  1658 ;  m.  John  Oldham. 

10  John,  „  13,  10    „     1660. 

11  Nathaniel,  „     7,    5    „     1666. 
1668 ;  m.  John  Bradahaw. 


12 

Mary, 

tt 

1668; 

13 

Stephen, 

tt 

1670. 

14 

Perdval, 

If 

Feb.  11,  1672. 

15 

Susanna. 

16 

Jonathan, 

If 

1677. 

17 

Sarah, 

If 

1679. 

18 

Thomas. 

1-  4  Stephen  Hall  was  of  Concord ;  afterwards  (in  1685)of  Stow,  of 

which  latter  place  he  was  representattre  in  1689.    He  m.,  Dec. 
3,  1663,  Ruth  DaTis,  and  had  — 
4-19    Samuel,     b.  Dec    8,  1665. 

20  Kuth,         „  Jan.  12,  1670. 

21  Mary,        „  June    1,  1677. 

22  Elizabeth,  „  Apr.    7,  1685. 

1^  5  William  Hall,  m.,  18,  8mo.,  1658,  Sarah  Meriam,  of  Conoord, 

where  he  lived.    He  d.  Mar.  10,  1667. 

2-10  John  Hall,  of  Medford,  ro.,  Dec  2,   1687,  Jemima  Syll,  of 
Camb. ;  and  d.  Nov.  14,  1720.    He  had  — 

10-23  John,         b.  Sept.  11,  1689  ;  d.  Oct.    2,  1689. 

24  John,  „  Sopt.  10,  I  GOO. 

25  William,    „  June  24,  1002;  „  Oct.    4,  1C94. 

26  William,    „  Nov.    1,  1694 ;  „  Jan.     3,  1695. 

27  Elizabeth,  „  June  10,  1G96. 

28  Andrew,    „  May    5,  1698. 

29  Jemima,     „  Oct.    8,  1700;  m.,  Jon.  14, 1725,  Z.Alden,  of  Boston. 

30  Joseph,       „  Nov.  30,  1702. 

31  Stephen,     „  Jan.  19,  1704. 

32  Martha,      „  Aug.  20,  1706. 

(And  perhaps  two  others.) 

2-11  Nathaniel  Hall  m.,  April  16,  1690,  Elisabeth  Cutter,  and 
had  — 

11-33  EUzabeth,  b.  Jan.     9,  1691. 

34  Nathan,     „  Oct  25,  1694  ;  d.  Sept  22,  1778,  «.p. 

35  Susanna,    „  Aug.  30,  1696. 

36  Sarah,        „  Sept    8,  1698. 

37  Tabitha,     „  Nov.    9,  1699  ;  m.  Wm.  Benford,  3ept  16,  1723. 

38  William,    „  Feb.     9,  1705. 

2-13  Stephen  Hat.l,  of  Cbarlestown,  m.,  Ist,  Grace ,  who  d.,  of 

8malli)ux,  Nov.  12,  1721  ;  and,  2d,  Feb.  5,  1739,  Mrs.  Anne 
Nowel.    He  d.  Sept  3,  1755,  aged  85.    His  children  were  — 
13-39     Stephen,  b.  Nov.    5,  1G93. 

40  Grace,      „  June  17,  1697 ;  m.  Isaac  Parker. 

41  Esther,    „  Dec.  27,  1700;    „  Dec.  18, 1729,  Peter  Eades. 
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42 
43 

44    Ruth, 


1708;  m. 


2-14 


14-45 
46 

a. 

6. 

e» 

d, 
47 
48 
49 
60 
61 


Josiah,     b.  May  12,  1706. 
Waiard. 

C  Ist,  July  8, 1726,  John  Weber. 

I  2d,  Dec.  11, 1736,  T.  Symmes. 

Pbbciyal  Hall,  of  SuttoD,  1720 ;  m.  at  Wobum,  Oct.  18,  1697, 
Jane  WOUs.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  church  at  Med- 
ford ;  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Sutton ;  was  repre- 
sentatiTe  to  the  Provincial  Congress;  and  deacon.  He  died 
Dec.  26,  1762.    Children :  — 

Percival,       b.  Nov.  13,  1698 ;  m.  Lydia  Bounds;  d.  «.p. 

Jane,  „  May  16, 1700. 

Mary. 

Elizabeth. 

Stephen, 

Martha* 

Thomas, 

Zaccheuis,  ) 

Susanna,  > 

Grace, 

Willis, 


„  Apr.    2,  1709. 

„'  Aug.  16,  1712. 
„  Jan.  11,  1714-16. 


Oct. 
Mar. 


2-16 


16-62 
63 
64 


7,  1717. 
7,  1719-20. 

Jonathan  Hall  m.,  1702,  Lydia  Cutter,  who  d.  Jan.  1, 1764.    He 

d.  Jon.  12,  1764,  leaving  — 
Jonathan. 

Lydia,       b.  Apr.  27,  1706 ;  m.  Jas.  Tufts,  of  Chas.,  June  27, 1 722. 
Gershom,  d.  Dec.  9,  1718. 


2-18  Thomas  Hall  was  deacon  of  the  church  at  Medford;  m.,  1st, 

Dec  22,  1702,  Hannah  Cutter ;  2d,  Abirail ,  who  d.  S^t  8, 

1746 ;   3d,  Apr.  16,  1747,  EUzabeth  Davis.    He  d.  Jan.  26, 
1767.    His  children  were,  by  first  wife,  — 
18-66    Thomas,  b.  Oct  6,  1703. 
By  second  marriage :  — 

66  Edward,  b.  Apr.  11,  1707. 

67  Abiffail,  „  Oct.  24,  1708. 

68  Ruth,      „  July    1,  1712;  d.  Oct  30, 1714. 

69  John,       ,,  Mar.  17,  1716. 

60  Ruth,      „  Aug.  20,  1719. 

61  William,,,  June  11,  1721. 

62  Samuel,  „  Nov.  27,  1723 ;  „  May  7,  1726. 

63  Samuel,  „  May    7,  1726  ;  (?)  d.  Mar.  30,  1729. 

64  Rebecca,  „  Feb.  28,  1727 ;  m.,  Nov.  13, 1746,  A.  Blanchard,  jun. 

66  Samuel,  „  Jan.  22,  1730. 

10-24  John  Hall  (Captain),  m.  Elizabeth  Walker,  Apr.  27,  1720 ;  and 
d.  Aug.  8,  1746.    His  children  were  — 

24-66  John,  b.  Nov.  24,  1720. 

67  Elizabeth,  „  Mar.  24, 1722. 

68  Susanna,    „  May    9,  1724. 

69  Timothy,    „  Mar.  13,  1726. 

70  Samuel,      „  Apr.    2,  1728 ;  m.  Mary  Hall;  and  dl,  1772,  s,p, 

71  Joseph,       „  Mar.  29,  1730. 

72  Jemima,      „  Dec    2,  1732. 

73  Nathaniel,  „  June    7,  1736. 

74  Ebenezer,  „  July  21,  1737. 

75  Zachariah,  „  Jan.     9, 1740. 

10-28  Andrew  Hall  m.,  Nov.  22,  1723,  Abigail  Walker,  who  d.  Aug. 

26,  1786,  aged  88.    He  d.  June  24, 1760.    ChUdrcn :  — 
28-76    Andrew,    b.  Oct     6,  1723. 
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77  Abigail,      b.  Apr.  15,  1725 ;  m. PitdL 

78  James,        „  Apr.  17,  1727  ;  d.  Aug.  20, 1729. 

79  Sarah,         ,.  Dec    1.  1729  ;  „  Not.  28.  1792. 

80  Benjamin,  „  Jan.  27,  1731. 

81  James,        „  Apr.    8,  1733  ;  „  Nor.  8, 1763. 

82  Anna,         „  Mar.  17,  1735  ;  m. Brooks. 

83  Richard,     „  Nov.  12,  1737. 

84  Isaac,  „  Jan.   24,  1739. 

85  Josiah,        „  Jan.   11,  1741 ;  d.  May  1, 1743. 

86  Josiah,        „  Oct   17,  1744. 

87  Ebenczer,    „  May  31,  1748 ;  „  Mar.  21,  1835. 

88  Enoch,        „  Oct.  30,  1749  ;  „  Apr.  2,  1750. 

10-31  Stephen  Hall,  jun.,  m.  Mary ,  and  had — 

31-89  WillU.       b.  Aug.  20,  1733. 

90  Stephen,    „  Mar.    7,  1735. 

91  Aaron,       „  Apr.  23,  1737. 
02  Mary,         „  Apr.  27,  1739. 

93  Ezckiel,      „  Apr.  14,  1741. 

94  Elizabeth,  „  May  15,  1743. 

95  Jane,  „  Apr.  11,  1746. 

96  Edmund,  „  July   15,  1749. 

13-39  Stephen  Hall,  the  lieutenant,  m.  Elizabeth ,  u  ho  d.  Fifb.  3, 

1764.    He  d.  Sept  3.  1755.     Children :  — 

39-97  Mary,        b.  Apr.  17,  1719. 

98  Stephen,     „  Aug.  10,  1721. 

99  Sarah,        „  Oct.   14,  1724. 

100  Elizabeth,  „  Dec.  19,  1725 ;  d.  Sept  9,  1749. 

13-43  WiLLAKD  Hall  grad.  H.  C.  1722,  and  was  the  minister  of  Wert- 
.  ford.    He  m.  Abigail  Cotton,  of  Portsmouth,  who  d.  Oct  ^ 
1789,  and,  dying  Mar.  19,' 1779,  left  — 

43-101  Waiard,    b.  June  12,  1730. 

102  Eliza^th.  „  Oct  24.  1732;  m.   {  '^'  ^^?^. 

103  Abigail,      „  July  19,  1734;  „   Abbot,  of  Billerica. 

104  Ann,  „  Apr.  22.  1736 ;  „   L.  Whiting,  of  Hollis,  N.H. 

105  Mtiry,         „  July  30,  1738  ;  „   Jonas  Minot,  of  Concord. 

106  Murtha,      „  June    8,  1741 ;  d.  young. 

107  Stephen,     „  May  28,  1743. 

108  Willis.        ,.  Nov.  14,  1747. 

109  Isaiah,        „  Jan.   19,  1749. 

110  Martha,      „  July  16,  1752. 

111  Grace,  m.  Benjamin  Whiting. 

14-46  c.  Stephen,  of  Sutton,  was  quarter-master  in  the  old  French  war; 
m.,  Apr.  17,  1745,  widow  Sarah  (Taft)  Heed,  and  had  — 
Stephen,       b.  Jan.   24,  1746. 
Joseph,         „  Feb.  25.  1748. 


46c.-llla. 
b. 

c, 

d. 
e, 
/ 


C  1st,  Benjamin  Swinerton. 
I  2d,  L.  Thompson. 


14-47 


47-112 


Elizabeth,    „  Feb.  28.  1750 ;  m. 

John,  ,.  Apr.  26,  1752. 

Samuel  R..  „  Jan.  21,  1755. 
Emerson,  „  Apr.  21,  1758. 
Lucy,  „  Jan.     7,  1761 ;  d.  Nov.  7,  1777. 

Thomas  Hall  m.  1st,  June  30.  1737,  Judith  Chase  ;  2d,  Hul- 

dah ;  removed  late  in  life  to  Cornish,  NJS.,  and  theie 

died,  1797.     He  had  — 

PcTcival,  b.  Mar.  15,  1740-1. 
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113      Thomas,  b.  Mar.  23,  1742-3. 

113  a.  Sarah,      „  Aug.  28,  1745. 

b.  Thomas,  „  Dec         1747.  . 
e.  Mary,       „  June  10.  1760. 
tL  Bet^,      „  June    9,  1753. 

e.  Moses,      .,  Aug.  27,  1755 ;  d.  in  Guildhall,  Yt 
/.  Judith,     „  Sept.  16.  1757. 
And  by  second  wife,  — 

114  Moody,    b.  Feb.  26,  1760. 
114  a.  Huldah,   „  July  26,  17,61. 

14-48  Zaccheus  removed  to  New  Braintree,  m.  Mary ,  and  had 

(bom  in  Sutton)  — 
48-114  6.  Elias,         b.  Sept.  28,  1743. 

c.  Mary,         „  Sept.  17,  1746. 

d.  Zaccheus,  „  July    1,  1749. 

e.  Aaron. 

14-51  Willis  Hall,  of  Sutton,  was  deacon,  representative,  &c.,  and 

a  man  of  wealth.    He  m.,  1st,  May  15,  1746.  Martha  Gibbs, 
who  d.  Feb.  1,  1756  ;  2d,  Anna,  dau.  of  William  and  Anna 
Coye ;  and  had  — 
51-115  a.  Willis,  b.  May  29,  1747.  (A  captain  in  the  revolutionary  army.) 
6.  Jacob,    „  Feb.        1749. 
e.  Martha,  „  Sept.  12,  1751. 

d,  Grace,    „  Oct  30,  1763. 

e.  Olive,    „  Dec.  11,  1755. 

And  by  second  wife,  — 

/.  Jonathan,  b.  Oct.  21,  1757* 

ff,  Jofliah,        „  Oct.     5,  1759. 

h,  Israel,  „  Jan.  21,  1762. 
116  Nathaniel,  „  Apr.  9,  1764. 
116  a.  Joseph,        „  Jan.  26,  1767. 

16-52  Jonathan  Hall  m.,  1st,  Feb.  17,  1731,  Elizabeth  Tufts }  2d, 

Nov.  22,  1739,  Anna  Fowle;  and  d.  Dec.  26,    1753.     He 
had  — 
62-117      Jonathan,  b.  Oct.  16,  1733. 

118  Samuel,      „  Nov.    2,  1740. 

119  Elizabeth,  „  Oct.  22,  1742;  d.  Oct.  27,  1742. 

120  Daniel,       „  Oct.     9,  1744. 

121  Gershom,   „  July  21,  1746;   „  Apr.  7,  1767. 

122  Ebenezer,   „  Sept  12, 1749;   „  Feb.  1776. 

123  Daniel,       „  Dec.    9,  1751;   „  Feb.  25,  1773. 
123i     ,  „  Jan.    2,  1754;  „  Jan.  2,  1754. 

18-56  Edwabo  Hall  m.  Abigail ,  who  d.  Aug.  31,  1748.    He 

d.  Jan.  28,  1749.     Children :  — 
56-124      Abigail,  b.  Aug.  10,  1733  ;  m.  Samuel  Giles,  Jan.  31,  1784. 

125  Joshua. 

126  Luke,      „  1741. 

127  Mary,     „  Apr.  26,  1746;  d.  Jan.  28,  1749. 

24-66  John  Hall  m.,  Oct  22,  1746,  Mary  Keisar,  and  had  — 

66-128  John,      b.  July  24,  1747. 

129  Henry,  „  June  29,  1749. 

130  Moses,    „  Nov.  28,  1750. 

24-69  TxxoTHT  Hall  m.,  June  29, 1749,  Mary  Cutter,  and  had  — 

69-181  Mary,  b.  Feb.  15.  1750. 

182  Timothy,     „  Dec.  12,  1751 ;  d.  Jan.  21,  1753. 

133  Timothy,      „  Oct  24,  1753. 


522 


HISTORY   OF   MEDFOBO. 


134  Susanna,  b.  June    3,  1756. 

135  Ammi-Ruhamah,  „  Aug.  27,  1758. 

136  Samuel,  „  Oct.     5,  1760. 

137  John,  „  Feb.     9,  1763. 

138  Sarah,  „  May  12,  1765. 

24-71  Joseph  Hall  m..  Not.  24.  1757,  Abigail  BTOoks,  and  had— 

71-139     Caleb,    b.  Oct    27.  1758. 
140    Joseph,  „  Dec.     2,  1759. 

24-74  Ebenezeb  Hall  m.,  Nov.  3,  1763,  Susanna  Floyd,  and  had— 

74-141  Abigail,     b.  Apr.    6.  1767. 

142  £bcnczcr»  „  May   10,  1770. 

143  Gilbert,     „  Sept  27.  1771. 

24-75  Zachabiau  Hall,  who  d.  Oct.  80,  1795,  m.  Mehitahle  ^t 

and  had  — 
75-144    Samuel,  b.  June  11,  1772. 
145    Daniel,    „  Oct.  17,  1774. 

28-76  And&bw  Hall  (a  ship-master),  m.  Sarah ,  and  had  — 

76-146    AbigaU,  b.  Jan.  28,  1751. 

28-80  Benjamin  Hall  m.  Hepzibah  Jones  (b.  May  6,  1784),  May  S, 

1752.    He  d.  Feb.  2,  1817.    Hia  wife  d.  Aug.  10,  1790,  aged 
56 ;  and  had  — 
80-147    Benjamin,  b.  Aug.    9,  1754. 

148  Ephraim,    „  June    1,  1756. 

149  Fitch,  „  Jan.  28,  1759. 

150  Andrew,     „  Feb.  26.  1761. 

151  Hepzibah,  ,.  June  25,  1764;  m.  John  B.  Fitch,  Jan.  27, 1785. 

28-81  James  Hall  m.  Mary  Watson,  Mar.  27,  1760,  and  d.  Nor.  18, 

1763.    He  had  — 
81-152    Mary,  b.  Jan.  15,  1761. 

28-83  RiCKABD  Hall  m.,  Nov.  9,  1762,  Lucy  Jones,  who  was  b.  Oct 

13,    1745,  and  d.  Feb.   10,   1826.    He  d.  June  27,  1827. 
Child  :  — 
83-153    Richard,  b.  Aug.  29,  1764  ;  d.  July  16,  1765. 


28-84 
84-154 
155 
15G 
157 
158 
159 

28-87 


87-lGO 
161 
162 
163 
164 
1G5 

166 


Isaac  Hall  m.  Abigail  Cutter,  Oct.  8,  1761,  and  had  — 

Abigail,   b.  Oct   12,  1762. 

EUiior,     „  July  23,  1704. 

Isaac,       „  Aug.   5,  1766  ;  d.  May,  17,  1770. 

James,      „  Dec.  25,  1768. 

Isaac,       „  June  20,  1774  ;  „  July  22,  1775. 

Rebecca,  „  May  28,  1776. 

Ebenezeb  Hall  m.,  Apr.  12.  1770,  Martha  Jones,  sister  of  the 
wives  of  Richard  and  Benjamin,  ante.  She  was  bom  June 
19,  1750 ;  and  d.  Dec.  22,  1835.  He  d.  Mar.  21,  1735,  and 
had  — 

Ebinezer,  b.  May  11,  1771. 

Richard,    .,  Feb.   24,  1774;  d.    Oct  19,  1798. 

Ephruim,  „  Feb.   17,  1776;  m.,  Feb.  2,  1819,  J.  T.  Reynolds. 

Martha,     „  June  24,  1778;  d.    June  23,  1780. 

Lucy,         „  Nov.  28,  1 782  ;  m.  Josiah  Bradlee,  of  Boston. 

Isaac,         „  Mar.  12,  1783;   „    Susan  Mitchell,  of  Nantui'ket 

Andrew.    „  Oct.  21,  1788  ?  .-    5  \'  ^°  ?^?»  ^^'  "-^0,  1815. 


'  *  ''    i  2.  Ann  G.  Moor,  Sept,  1819. 
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',  who  d.  Not.  11,  1790 ;   and 


-,  and  had  — 


Willis  Hall  m.  Sarah  — 

had  — 
George  H.,  b.  Jan.     8,  1763. 
Willis,         „  Sept  10,  1764. 
Nathaniel,    „  Mar.  12,  1767. 
Ann,  „  Oct.   10,  1770. 

Mary,  „  Sept  28,  1772. 

Edward,       „  Jan.   19,  1778. 
Sarah,  „  Oct  12,  1780. 

Elizabeth,    „  Jan.  13,  1783. 

Stephbit  Hall,  the  4th,  had  wife  Mary  • 
Stephen,  b.  Dec.  22,  1770. 
Mary,  „  June  22,  1772. 
Elizabeth,  „  Mar.  10,  1777. 
Zechariah,  „  Dec.  16,  1778. 

Aaron  Hall  m.,  Jan.  3,  1760,  Rebecca  Pool,  and  had  — 
Kebecca,  b.  Nov.  9,  1760. 

EzEKiKL  Hall  m.  Anna ,  and  had  — 

Samud,        „  July        1769. 

Stephen  Hall  m.  Sarah ,  and  had  — 

Stephen,     „  Jan.     3,  1746. 

Simon,       „  Apr.     9,  1747. 

Jacob,        „  Jan.     9,  1749. 

Elizabeth,  „  Mar.  11,  1760;  d.  Mar.  20, 1750.   , 

Francis,      „  May   18,  1761. 

Elizabeth,  „  May   10,  1763. 

Mary,         „  Apr.     3,  1767. 

WiLLABD  TTat.t.  xn. ,  and  had  — 

Willard. 

Isaiah,  d.  a,  p, 

James,  „    in  Vermont,  leaving  one  child. 

Joseph  F.,  m.  Miss  Moore,  and  lives  in  Groton. 

Abigail,  „    Ist,  Oliver 'Spaulding ;  2d, GKles. 

^trfldi,  d.  unmarried. 
Ruth. 

43-107  Stepueit  Hall  grad.  H.  C.  1766,  where  he  was  tutor.    Was 

educated  for  the  ministry,  but  never  settled.    He  m.  Mary 

Holt,  widow  of  Moses  Holt,  jun.,  and  settled  in  Portland, 

where  his  wife  died,  July  27,  1808,  aged  64.     Children :  — 

r  armorer  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and 

1A7  loo     T^i,«  1^  Tn«    01    1 770. J  known  by  "Hall's  Carbine;" 

107-199    John,  b.  Jan.  21.  1778  ;^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  -^jy^^^  p  ^^  ^^ 

I^M.C.  from  Missouri. 

200  Martha,         „  Oct  10,  1779. 

201  Mary,  „  Dec.  13.  1783. 

202  William  A.,  „  Oct     6,  1785. 

203  Willard,        „  June    6.  1788. 

204  Martha  C,    „  Jan.   26,  1792  ;  d.  Nov.  26,  1847. 

48-108  Willis  Hat.l  lived  and  died  at  Westford.    He  married  Mehi- 

table  Pool,  and  had  — 
108-206    Willard,  b.  Dec.  24,  1780. 


31-89 

89-167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
172 
173 
174 

31-90 

90-176 

176 

177 

178 

81-91 
91-179 

81-93 

93-180 
181 
182 

89-98 
98-183 
184 
186 
186 
187 
188 
189 
190 
191 

43-101 
101-192 
193 
194 
196 
196 
197 
198 
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William  C,  b. 

1T83. 

207 

Benjamin. 

208 

Elizabeth. 

209 

Mehitable, 

m.  Stephen  Dow. 
„  T.  R.  Wright,  of  PcpperelL 

210 

Hannah, 

211 

Frances. 

WUl&rd  (206)  hu  been  Secretary  of  State  in  DeUwai«,  1811-1814; 
RepreaentatiTe  to  Congreu,  1816-1820;  District  Judge  U.  8.  Ct.,Miv 
6, 1828,  to  date ;  besides  taking  a  conspleuoos  part  on  State  questioos. 

lie  m. f  and  has  one  child,  b.  1800,  who  m.  Dr.  Hoboi  B. 

Porter,  of  Wilmington. 

46  c.-lll  a,  Stephen  Hall,  of  Sutton,  m.  Abigail ,  and  had  — 

llla.-211a.  Abigail,  b.  Dec.    7,  1770 ;  m.  Amos  Batchelder. 

6.  Stephen,  „  Mar.    4,  1773. 

c.  Sarah,      „  Aug.  20,  1775;   „  Elkanah  Otis. 

d.  Betsey,     „  Mar.    4,  1778  ;    „  Capt.  D.  Stone,  of  Oxford. 
0.  Simon,      „  Mar.  27,  1780. 

C  now  lining  in  Sutton,  on  land 
/.    William,  „  Mar.   9,  1783 ;   <  inherited  from  PerdTal,  his 

^  great-grand&ther. 
g.    Mary,       „  Feb.  22,  1785;  m.  Eli  Servey. 
A.    Calvin,     „  Jan.  23,  1789 ;  is  of  Sutton. 

46e.-lll  6.  Joseph  Hall,  a  mason,  resided  in  Bichmond,  Yt ;  and  d. 

there,  Nov.  22,  1822.     He  m.,  in  1769,  Mary  Ttow- 
bridge,  of  Nevton,  b.  Nov.,  1750;  d.  Dec  28,  1824; 
and  had  — 
1 1 1  6.-2 1 1 1.    Thaddeus,     b.  Mar.  28;  1 770. 

j\    Sarah,  „  Nov.  26,  1771 ;  m.  Orin  Stevens. 

k,    Amasa,  „  June    4,  1774  ;  d.  young. 

/.    Abner,  „  July  25,  1775 ;  „      „ 

m.    Polly,  „  May  15,  1777  ;  m.  James  Butler. 

«.     Joseph,  „  Sept.  14,  1779;  is  living. 

0.     LouLB,  „  Dec.    7,  1781 ;  d.  in  infancy. 

p.     Edmund  T.,  „  June    1,  1783 ;  is  living. 

g.     Ethen,  „  Sept.  12,  1785;  m.  Isaac  Hallock. 

r.     Ashcr,  „  June  25,  1787. 

8,     Anna,    .        „  Apr.  19,  1789  :  „   Aaron  Curtis. 

t,    John,  „  1791;  d.  young. 

M.     Betsey,  „  1793;  „       „ 

«.    Lucy,  „  Sept  22,  1796 ;  m.  Nathan  Smith. 

46  e.-lU  <L  JouN  Hall,  of  Sutton,  m.,  Jan.  28,  1777,  Dolly  Ward,  and 

had  — 
Lucy,  b.  Jan.  10,  1778 ;  m.  Joseph  Nelson. 

Thaddeus,     „  Nov.  30,  1779. 
Jonas,  „  Jan.   13,  1782. 

Dolly,  „  Feb.  12,  1785;  „    John  Haskell. 

John,  „  Oct  28,  1787  ;  a  scythe  manufacturer. 

Harriet,         „  Mar.    4,  1792;  m.  Jonathan  Putnam. 

Hannah,        „  Jan.     9,  1794  ;  „    Smith,  of  Shrewib. 

Increase  S.,  „  Apr.    3,  1797  ;  d.  *.p. 

46c.-lll«.  Samuel  Reed  Hall  was  a  clergyman  in  Croyden,  N A ; 

Guildhall,  Vt. ;  and  in  Rumford,  Me.,  where  he  d.,  Nov., 
1814.    He  m.  Elizabeth  Hall,  and  had  — 
Hannah,  m.  Michael  Amy. 

Lucy,  „  Caleb  Amy. 

Betsey,  „   John  WTiitter. 

Samuel,  „   Hannah  Swinerton. 

Reed. 
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Chloe, 

Hezekiah, 

Sarah. 

Josiah  Brewer. 

Theodosia. 

Samuel  Read, 


m.  Asa  Swinerton. 
was  a  clergyman. 


was  a  clergyman  in  Brownington,  Y t. 

B  e.-l  I  If,  Emebson  Hall,  of  Boscawen,  N.H.,  m.  Tabitha  Goldthwait, 

of  Northbridge»  and  had  — 
Tabitha.  ) 
Lydia.     > 
Elcazer. 
Ebenczer. 
Lucy. 

47-112  Pbbcival  Hall  was  a  physician  and  surgeon  in  the  revolu- 

tionary war ;  and  d.  at  Boston,  Sept.,  1825.     He  m.  Mar- 
garet Ware,  of  Wrentham,  who  d.  aged  8 1 .    Children  :  — 
Jairus.* 
SewalL 
Jef&ies. 

Bradshaw,  d.  in  Castine,  1826,  leaving  six  children. 

Timothy,  b.  1769  ;  fieither  to  Kev.  J.  Hall,  of  Newcastle,  Me. 

*  A  lawyer;  for  more  than  twenty  years  a  member  of  Termont 
Legislature ;  Jadge  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  &c. ;  d.  in  Boston  in  18^. 

Aabon  Hall  m.  • 


112-212 
213 
214 
215 
216 


B-114*. 

114  0.-216  a. 

6. 
e, 
d. 
e, 
/. 

1-115^. 

1 15  ^.-216  A. 


m. 
n. 
o. 

51-116 


,  and  had  — 

Daughter,  m.  Asa  Parsons. 

Apphia,  „  Sylvester  Judd,  Esq.,  of  Southampton. 

Irene,  „  Samuel  Matthews. 

Druailla,  „  Johnson,  of  Hadley. 

Arethusa,  lives  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Kichardson,  lives  in  Greenfield,  Me. 

Samuel,  is  a  clergyman. 

JosL/LH  Hall,  of  Sutton,  was  a  captain  in  the  revolu- 
tionary army.     He  m.,  1785,  Mary  Marble,  and  had  — 

v»  n^      1    1 7ft/; .  i  ^^^  many  years  town-clerk  of 
D.  uec    1,  1  /»o ,  ^  Sutton,  where  he  now  Uves. 
„  Apr.    7,  1788  ;  m.  Alpheus  Marble. 
„  June    4,  1790;  d.   Sept  18,  1795. 
„  Jan.  18,  1793 ;  „    Sept.  12,  1795. 

•n^   iQ   iToft  .  ,«    i  l"***  Kufus  Carter. 
„  Dec.  13.  1795  ;  m.,  ^  2d,  Cyrus  Faulkner. 

„  Feb.    8,  1798  ;   „  James  Phelps. 

„  June  17,  1800. 

„  May    7,  1804  ;  d.  Hay  11,  1839. 


116-217 
218 


Oliver, 

Mary, 

Almira, 

Deborah, 

Hannah, 

Mind  well, 

Anna, 

Sarah, 

Nathaniel  Hall  grad.  D.  C.  1790;  settled  minister  at 
Grantville,  N.Y.,  where  he  d.  July  31,  1820.  He  m.,  Jan. 
22, 1798,  Hannah,  dau.  of  Deu.  Daniel  Emerson,  of  Hollis, 
b.  Dec.  7,  1773,  and  d.  May.  22,  1832.     ChUdren :  — 

Hannah  £.,  b.  Nov.    9,  1798  ;  m.  Kev.  Abijah  Crane. 

Willis,  Anr     ,.  ,«ft|.5Attorney.General_N.  Y., 


219    Nathaniel  E., 


220 
221 

222 


Eliza. 
Bichard  B. 


A,..     1    ,QAi  .  i  Attorney- General  N.  Y., 
„  Apr.     1,  1801 ;  ^  ^ggg .  ^^  ^^^  ^  Handley. 

im.  Mary  Fell,  and  lives  at 
Granville,  N.Y. 


T4««ion7  Tir«^   Q   ifliA.  J  Y.C.  1834; m.D.E. Ken- 

Darnel  E.,     „  May   9,  1810 ;  J  ^^y ,  ^  j^^  ^^^  ^g^j. 


M6  UI8T0RT   OP   MBDFOBD. 

^n    llMid  Rrainerd,  amiiiiXivatClefidbi4V.T. 

7:4     Mnrv. 

2'JA    luU-ardN  Ham.  a,  1840. 

M   118a.  JiM«KrH  romovrd  to  New  Salem ;  m.  Anna  ^^,  and  had^ 

W^n.  •::5rt.  Nanrv.        h.  Apr.  19,  1793. 

K  JtiNqih  SU  M  Nov.    2,  1794. 

..  l.iiouula,     „  Juno  19.  1797;  m.  Carter  EKot 

«;.  K-tuiN         II  Not.    2,  1799. 

r.  >Vinjinl.      „  May  25,  1802;  of  Millrarx. 

,n;^  U*  ,V\\mhan  llki.v  TO.  McTt'v ,  and  had  — 

; ::   ^'.Y     V.liw»U»ih,  h.  March  19,  1755. 

a:"^  '.  ;>  Siivi  i>i  \\k\.\  MTvcd  hw  apprexitioeKhip  with  his  unck^  Daakl 

V.'wlr.  tbo  tin^t  pintor  in  N.U.  He  publiahed,  in  1768,  the 
•'  KsNtv  i>a7nt^,*'  at  ^ciu.  whence  he  remored,  in  1775ttD 
I'^KniiMi.ij^.  Mhrrc  hr  published  the  **  N.  £.  Chronicle."  He 
n'.'v<\'  ihi>  l;in<T  to  lVi!(t4W  the  next  year.  He  puUiahed  the 
«•  SNhn.  iiArntr  **  again,  in  17S1 ;  and,  in  1785,  the  ''Mafla- 
.')  i:«.<;rs  i^a7(tTr.**  In  1789,  he  opcnedahook-atoreinBoitoo, 
« ).!.}.  hi  i«.^.i  to  LintHiln  and  Edmand^iin  1805,  to  whom  Godd 
*iii..  ;  ..iu\On  kiT  the  succvaMiors.    He  died  Oct.  10»  1807* 

nr    ^v  \l,\NV>  lUi.i  TO.  Martha ,  and  had  — 

X     V,w.»s  ..  IVc-     S.  1777. 

V-  ,!.K.  ,.  MiiT.     7.  ITSO. 

•^     Vv^  kn-k*.:.  .,  Soj't.  irv,  :r>.v 
V:  .^'v'.r.       ,.  A«.  ::.  :T<7. 

4     «  V-.»\v  IV  Vifc...  XT.   ¥S;r.i»v ,  and  had  — 


\ 


^1^.  oc  I>r.  Simon  and  Lucy  Tufia, 


\  . 

\ 


.  "  .  Vi*     -     "s:.  .Tui.ir.  RrafciKS".  andhad  — 

^ . '.    .  *     "*«•. 
V,     . 

V  :  ."^sv  V  1.U.V  P.Mih.  axkd  had  — 

'.  \ 
.  V  . 

\  ,-  •  >.    "••".  y-uL^-v.  di^  of  CqA.  Isaac 
■*.  >.  ■. .  >-■■..   ■  'k.  — 

.  \      •  .     ""^ 

V  ...     ■      "^  •      a.  Vts.  Mjett  A-  Haywird. 
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89-169 

169-252 
252i 
253 
254 
2544 
255 

98-189 
189-256 

147-236 

236-257 

258 

259 

260 

169-255 

255-261 
262 
268 
264 


Nathanibl  Hall  m.,  Nov.  26»  1793,  Joanna  Cotton  Brodka, 

and  had  — 
Caroline,  b.  Sept.  25,  1794. 

Mary  Brooks. 

Nathaniel*  n  Jan.     4,  1799  ;  d.  young. 

Edward  B.,        „  Sept.    2,  1800  ;  H.  C.  1820. 
NathanieU  „  Sept.  23,  1805  ;  min.  of  1st  ch.,  Dorchester. 

Peter  Chardon,  „  Dec.  26,  1809. 

Francis  Hall  m.  Elizabeth ,  and  had  — 

Elizabeth,  b.  May  6,  1785. 

Dudley  Hall  has  now  Uving,  of  ten  children,  — 

Dudley  C. 

George  D. 

Horace  D. 

Hephza,  m.  Henry  Bradlee. 

Pbteb  C.  Hall  m. ,  and  had  — 

Ann  Rose. 
Jane  Webb. 


Fanny  Maria. 


1  HANCOCK,  SOLOMON,  m.  H.  Tufts,  May  14, 1729,  and  had  — 

1-  2    Hannah,    bap.  1731. 

3  Samuel,       „    Apr.    2,  1732. 

4  Mary,  „    Dec.    2,  1733. 

5  Elizabeth,    „    Nov.  20,  1737. 

6  Samuel,       „    Jan.     7,  1739. 

For  flirther  reeordB  of  the  Hancocks,  Me  N.  E.  fflst  and  Qen.  RralBtMr  for 
October,  1866. 


1 

1-  2 
3 

4 
5 


1-  2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 


HARRIS,  ABNER,  m.  Elizabeth  • 
Elizabeth,  b.  Mar.  15,  1710. 
Abner,       „  May  30,  1711. 
Jackson,     „  Jan.     9,  1712. 
Thomas,     „  Mar.    9,  1715. 


-,  and  had  — 


HATHAWAY, 
m.  Hannah  M. 
Henrietta  Maria, 
George  W., 
Ellen  L., 
Oustavus  W., 
Walter  S., 
Nelson  F., 
Eliza  G., 
Rodney  C, 
Susan  B., 
Henry  R., 
Florence  A., 
Wilber  A.. 
Roland  H., 
Noah  S., 
Edward  A., 
Martha  A., 
William  C, 


NOAH,  b.  in  Freetown,  Mass.,  May  24,  1809 ; 
,  Reed,  b.  June  23,  1811 ;  and  had  —  [N.H. 
b.  Mar.  14,  1831 ;  m.  H.  C.  Vose,  of  Claremont, 
„  May  1 1,  1832.  [1854. 

„  Sept.  8,1833;  „  Wm.  Butters,  jun.,  May  2, 
„  Nov.    7,  1834. 

„  May  31,  1836;  d.  Sept.  30,  1850. 
„  Fob.  10,  1838. 
„  Apr.  2,  1839. 
„  June  24,  1840. 
„  Oct.  24,  1841. 
„  Apr.  4,  1843. 
„  Sept  12,  1844. 
„  May  9,  1846. 
„  Sept.  24,  1847. 
„  July  7.  1849. 
„  May  26,  1851. 
„  July  7,  1852. 
„  Sept.  14,  1853 ;  „     Sept.  27,  1853. 
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1  HOWE,roSEPH,wasbGniinBo8toii,1710,wfaeRliedtodi]il779. 

He  m.,  lot,  Mercj  Boordman,  in  1740,  who  d.  in  1747;  2d, 
Rebecca,  dan.  of  CtipL  Balph  Hart»  by  whaon  he  had  ibnt  nni 
and  five  daughters. 

1-  2    Joseph  Howe,  jun.,  b.  of  the  above,  in  1753,  d.  in  BostoOt  1818. 

He  m.,  Ist,  Sarah  Daris,  1778,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons ;  2d, 
Margaret  Cotton,  in  1787,  —  issue,  one  daughter ;  and,  3d,  Sszah 
Simpson,  1789,  —  issue,  one  son  and  three  dau^iten. 

2-  3    John  Howe  was  bom  in  Boston  in  1784 ;  and  moved  to  Medfiord, 

1813.  He  m.  Rebecca  Heywood,  of  Concord,  Mass.,  in  1808. 
who  d.  1820,  leaving  four  sons,  one  being  .Humphrey  B.  (i) ; 
2d,  m.  Sarah  L.  S3rmmes,  dan.  of  Nathan  Wait,  Esq.,  of  Med- 
ford,  who  d.  1837. 

3-  6    Henry  Wait,  b.  1822. 
6     George,  ,.  1824. 

3d,  he  m.  Elizabeth  W.  Butters,  1849. 

3-  4  Humpuret  Barrett  Howb  b.  1815 ;  m.  Susan  Esther  Witfaington 

in  18.52. 

3-5  H en kt  Wait  Howe  m.  Nancy  Symmes,  dau.  of  Zechariah  Symmci, 

of  Winchester,  Ind.,  in  1853. 

8-  6  George  Howe  m.  Angelino  A.  Johnson,  1853,  who  d.  1864,  leav- 

ing one  daughter. 

KENRICK,  EDWARD,  was  a  descendant  of  George  K.,  of 
Scituatc,  freeman,  1635.  He  had  two  sons  by  his  firidt  wife,  — 
Thomas  and  Solomon ;  and  one  by  his  second,  —  Jonathan. 
This  last  d.  aged  38,  leaving  three  sons,  —  Samuel,  Anson,  and 
Jonathan.  Anson  had  a  son,  David,  who  had  David,  jun. 
This  lost,  David,  jun.,  was  the  father  of  Coleman  C.  Kenrick,  for 
the  past  six  years  a  resident  of  Medford. 


The  KIDDER  family  wn*  wttletl,  for  MTeral  centuries,  at  Blare^ifield,  ia  the  eountj  of  Sa». 
MX,  nomo  HCTcnty  inil«>.s  from  I/onUon.  It  is  believed  that  the  only  person*  now  liring  of  that 
name  ran  he  traced  back  to  thin  common  Htork.  In  England,  the  most  dlRtioguish^  bearer 
of  thin  name  wan  Richard  Kidder,  Bi.xhop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  He  wm  bom  in  1633,  at  Ea»t 
(}rinHtea<i,  the  birthnlace  of  the  American  cmi^crant,  whose  kinnuan  he  was.  He  wa«  Rector 
of  Si..  Martin  h,  liOudon;  Pnilteiid  of  Norwich,  1681;  Dean  of  Peterborough,  16^;  and  Dlnhop 
of  Bath,  KiOl.  He  wok  killed,  during  the  frreat  gale  of  Nov.  27, 1TU3,  by  the  lall  of  a  chimney 
on  the  liishop*H  palace  at  Welln,  which  crusluni  him  and  hi«  wife  while  at  prayers.  His  daugh- 
ter, Anil,  died  unmarried ;  and  her  only  KiAter.  Susanna,  married  Sir  Richard  Brerard,  one  of 
tlie  early  governont  of  South  Carolina,  and  ha8  numerous  descendants  alive  in  that  State. 

The  |NMiigre«*  of  the  American  branch,  in  the  direct  line,  is:  Richard  Kidder  (1)  was  lltlnf 
at  Mare.stie.ld,  1492;  hiH  Hon,  Richard  (2),  d.  1549,  leaving  eldest  son,  Richard  (8),  who  d.  lfi«8: 

m.  Margan't  ,  who  d.  1545.     This   Richard  (8)  had  fiTe  sons,  of  whom  John  (4),  tha 

tliird,  m.  Margaret  Norman,  of  Little  Ilorsted,  and  d.  1599,  leaving  two  sons  and  aev«rml 
daughters.  John  (5),  oldest  Hon  of  the  lai*t,  baptized  1561,  m.  Joan  Beorge,  and  died  in  1616, 
leaving  four  sons.  James  (6),  the  youngest  of  these,  b.  1595,  was  the  father  of  Jamea  (7),  b., 
Iiil2n,  at  Ea«t  Urinstead,  who  moved  to  New  England,  and  married  Anna  Moore,  of  Camb.,  N.K., 
in  1049.  This  foregoing  pedigree  is  condensed  from  one  in  the  History  of  New  Ipswich,  piw- 
pared  by  Frederick  Kidder,  a  co-editor  of  that  work. 

7  James  Kiddku  resided  first  at  a  farm  on  the  north  side  of  Fresh  Pond 

and  Menotomy  River,  whence  he  removed  to  Shawshine,  now 
Billcrica.  lie  had  twelve  children,  of  whom  Samuel  (8)  was 
the  youngest,  who  left  children.  He  was  b.  Jan.  7,  1666 ;  m. 
Surah  Griggs,  Dec.  23,  1689,  and  lived  near  Porter's  Hot^  in 
Cumb.,  where  the  names  of  Kidder's  Swamp  and  Kidder's  Lane 
still  preserve  his  memory.  He  was  deacon  of  the  church ;  and 
the  inventory  of  his  estate  was  £1,138.  He  had  six  children; 
the  oldest  ^-as  — 
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8-  9         Fbancib  Kiddeb,  of  Medford,  b.  1692 ;  m.  Mary  Prentice,  Feb. 
13,  1718.    He  d.  Jan.  21,  1724 ;  and  his  widow  m.  Philip  Cook 
in  1775.    His  children  were  — 
9-10    Mary. 

11  Samuel,  b.  1720. 

12  James. 
18    Francis. 

9-11  Samubl  Kidder  m.,  Ist,  Mary  Tompson,  March  20,  1744,  who  d., 

aged  42,  Mar.  30,  1766,  leaving  — 
11-14    Samuel,     b.  Sept  17,  1746. 

15  Elizabeth,  ,.  Dec,    6,  1750. 

He  m.,  2d,  Joanna ,  who  d.  Oct.  19,  1819,  aged  79.    He 

d.  Mar.  6,  1777,  and  had  — 

16  Joanna,    b.  Oct.  19,  1770;  d.,  unm.,  Apr.  6,  1811. 

17  Rebecca,  „  Sept.  11,  1772  ;  m.  Abijah  Usher,  Dec.  20,  1795. 

18  Mary,       „  Apr.  28,  1774. 

19  James,      „  Apr.  30,  1776. 

11-14  Samttbl  Kiddbb,  jun.,  m.  Mary  Grcenleaf,  May  19,  1778,  who  d. 
Apr.  1,  1830,  aged  78.    He  d.  Dec.  16,  1821,  leaving — 

14-20  Mary,  b.  Apr.    1,  1779  ;  m.  Benjamin  Abbot,  of  Andorer. 

21  Samuel,       „  Sept.   4,  1781 ;   „  Hannah  P.  Rogers. 

22  William,      „  Dec.  10,  1784  ;    „  Charlotte  Adams. 

23  Thompson,  „  Apr.  17, 1788  ;    „  M.  A.  Cannell;  d.  July  5,  1840. 

24  Francis,       „  July  16,  1789;    „  £.  Blanchard;  d.  May  11, 1827. 

25  Joseph,        „  Apr.  30,  1791 ;    „  N.  J.  Homer,  and  is  still  alive. 

26  James,         „  Nov.    1,  1793 ;  d..  Mar.  20,  1837,  unm. 

Eph&adc  Kiddeb  m.  Rachel ,  and  had  — 


Mary    Kidder  m.  Caleb  Brool 

Isaac  „  of  Woburn,  m. 

Mary  „  of  Charlestown, 

Susanna  „  d.  Nov.    5,  1801,  aged  19,  i  .    ^r  t  jo 

r^«..i«a  T„««  1 1    1  oAo  IK  ( ch.  of  Jaa.  and  Si 

Charles  „  „  June  13,  1802,     „     15,  V  ^^,1^. 

Rebecca  „  „  Oct.  23,  1814,    „     12,  >  ^  ^^^^' 


Mary    Kidder  m.  Caleb  Brooks,  Jan.  1,  1767. 

Isaac         „       of  Woburn,  m.  Ann  Goodwin,  Nov.  25,  1775. 

Mary         „       of  Charlestown,  d.  Jan.  19,  1779. 

Susanna   „      d.  Nov.    5,  1801,  aged  19,  i  .    ^r  t  j  o  ,««« 

ri^-.i^     "  T„««  1  o    1 Q Ao  ^      ik( ch.  of  Jaa.  and  Susan- 


KNOX,  MOSES,  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Cochran)  Knox,  was 
b.  in  Pembroke,  N.H.,  Aug.  4,  1812  ;  m.,  May  23,  1839,  Abi- 
gail, dau.  of  Edward  S.  and  Persia  Phipps  Walker,  of  Charles- 
town  ;  and  has  — 

2    Joseph  Henry,    b.  Aug.  27,  1842. 

8    William  Penn,    „  Mar.    2,  1845. 

4  Mary  Adelaide,   „  Feb.  11,  1849. 

5  Moses  Edwards,  „  Mar.    5,  1855. 


flfar  Robert  Lawrence,  of  ABhton  Hall,  was  a  descendant  of  Sir  Robert  Lawrence,  knighted 
■bout  1190.  This  Sir  Robert,  of  Ashton,  liad  a  third  son,  Nicholas  Lawrence,  of  Agercroft, 
whose  ftxurth  ion  was  John,  who  d.  1461,  leayiog  a  son,  Thomas  L.,  of  Rambuivh,  in  Suffolk. 
Thle  Thomas  d.  1471,  leaving  John  Lawrence,  oldest  son,  whose  will  is  dated  15M.  John  had 
tn  only  son,  Robert,  whose  son,  John  (will  dated  1556),  was  the  fiither  of  Henry.  John,  William, 
and  Bkhani.  Of  these,  John  d.  May,  1590 :  his  oldest  son,  John,  settled  at  Wisset  (wiU  dated 
1007),  and  had  son,  Henry  Lawrence,  of  Wisset.  This  Henry  was  ikther  of  John  and  Robert; 
•ad  with  this  Jolin,  who  emigrated  to  America,  our  record  commences. 

1  LAWRENCE,  JOHN,  of  St  Alban's,  came  to  Watertown  in 

1635.     He  m.,  Ist,  Elizabeth ,  who  d.  Aug.  29,  1663;  and 

2d,  Nov.  2,  1664,  Susanna  Batchelder.    He  d.  at  Groton,  July 
11,  1667.    His  seventh  child  was  — 

67 


->50  Hi?r:iT    J  xxDioao. 

;-  I  Zjt'Hf  la.-raT3.  :-  'ri  laj.  Ik  air..  1*4?— >:  iii.,MBr.6,  IWff, 

'-  •  V:-- ,--..:    -.  J-.-.  j,_.  :-"•_" 

*  «tr5ZJ-l-     .-  lliT     1,  1:::. 

2-  :  NxT^jJTZi  l^TT-ZT^i  =-  A==.i  :  a=d  d.  Sept.  12,  1765. 

zi^  "c-.:.  L  SH-t-  ::.  '.':*,  i^i  7>.     Tb*  Moocd  son  irai  — 

'.-  7  ;^jjci»  Z.^-r^.iy::!,  '--  Air-  -*'•  -'"-^  -  =-  *^^^  Martin,  1733;  and 
i-  JiZL,  -7.  :?•:•..    zL^  Trtfi  i-  17>>.  1^^  57.    He  had — 

7-  •  T  -X- 11  LLTirsn.  :.   '-7«-: :   =-  ^&rui  WHIixcu,  Jan^  17M; 

■•—  >  SETil.      *-  '_*:^   1",  1'-*. 

::■  i^irLiti, .-  Ai*.  -:. ::::. 

i:  O-T*,     ^  Ft-.'-  ::.  177:- 

^:o  Lz>c-n   LiTz^'cci   =.  Mi:t  P^Liis,  Not.  o,  1794;  and  d. 

1<>-I2  Lsni-I,  :.  >=r^    1.  17 >o. 

15  LfiiJ^L,    .,  St:.:.  11,  ;7>7. 

U  ClirL-ia,  „  0:t.  i"i,  17  j>. 

15  Sarih,      „  A:l^.  ii,  liO-:. 

10-13  Di.vTEi  Law^^sjcz  il.  Kin^cth  Crocker,  Sept.  25,  1823,  vai 

r.:ia 

1^1'^  MiTT  Ar.n,  K  Jin.  2>,  1^27. 

17  D^wr-il  Wirren,       ..  Ocu     S,  1S30. 

IS  Sar::itl  Cr>:k€T,     .,  Xjr.  22.  IS 32. 

19  E:;ii>:r.  Mirii,     .,  Aui:.    5,  iS-So  ;  m.  G.  L.  Barr,  Nov.  20, 1861. 

20  K.>-,-»V.:  EL-v'.iT,  „  Dk.  22,  l>aS. 

21  WLliiin  Ilirris:::,  ,.  Julv  24,  1S40. 

13-17  Damel  W.  Lawi:z.v;e  :ii<  Mary  EUcn  WUder,  Oct.  18,  1851,»nd 

17-22  Gc^.r^o  W.,  b.  Nov.  S,  1^32. 


LEATHE,  BENJAMIN,  wn  of  FrancU  and  Sarah,  b.  July  U. 

1714. 


1  LEXriEREEE  <  or  LAKIBEE),  STEPHEN,  had,  by  wife  Mtf- 

1-  2  iliiiriih,    b.  May  W,  1707. 

;j  Margaret,  „  I'uK  22,  1709. 

4  John,         „  3Iay  14,  171.3. 


1  LOf:KE,  FRANCIS,  m.  Elizabeth  Win^hip,  Feb.  25,  1713,  and 

hud  — 
1-  2     S;iiijik1,      b.  Jan.   15,  1714. 
KVuithvthf  „  June  17,  1710. 


1  MAXSOR,  WILLIAM,  and  Lvdia,  liis  wife,  had  — 

1-  2     Lydia,  b.  Apr.  10.  171G;  d.  Aug.  20,  1717. 
3     Lydia,  „  July  20,  1718. 
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1  NUTTING,  EBENEZER,  and  Lydia,  had  — 

1-  2  Lydia,        b.  Nov.    5,  1692. 

3  Jonathan,   „  Jan.  31,  1695. 

4  Sarah,         „  Aug.  11,  1698. 
6  Ebenc^,   „  Aug.   9,  1700. 

6  James,        „  Jan.  31,  1704. 

7  Josiah,        „  Feb.  28,  1706. 

8  John,  „  Apr.  23,  1709. 

9  Benjamin,  „  Sept.   7,  1711. 
10  Mary,         „  Mar.    1,  1714. 


1  OAKES,  THOMAS,  m.,  2d,  Abigail  Brooks,  Oct,  27,  1720;  and 

had  by  her,  who  d.  June  31,  1728,  — 
1-  2    Abigail,     b.  Sept.    2,  1721. 

3  Thomas,    „  Jan.  28,  1723. 

4  Ebenezer.  „  Sept.  28,  1725. 
6  Sarah.  „  Mar.  2,  1727. 
6    Caleb,        „  Juno  31,  1728. 

His  first  wife,  Elizabeth,  d.  Feb.  3,  1718. 


1  OLDHAM,  THOMAS,  of  Scituatc,  1650,  and  in  1685  aged  ten  per- 

haps ;  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Rev.  William  Witherell,  of  Scituate,  1656, 
by  whom  he  had  ^lary,  Thomas,  Sarah,  Hamiah,  Grace,  Isaac  (2), 
Ruth,  Elizabeth,  and  Lydia.     He  d.  1 7 1 1 . 

1-  2    Isaac  Oldham,  b.  about  1670,  went  to  Pembroke  about  1703,  where 

he  m.  Mary  Keen,  and  had  two  dans.,  and  a  son,  — 

2-  8    Isaac  Oldham,  who  m.  Mary  Stetson,  and  had  — 

3-  4    Isaac. 

6  Hannah. 

6  Deborah. 

7  David.       ) 

8  Jonathan.  5 

9  Mary. 

10  John. 

11  Daniel. 

12  Lydia. 

13  Ruth. 

14  Abel,  of  Winchester,  N.H. 

J-  8  Jonathan  Oldham  m.  Patience  Clapp,  of  Scituatc,  and  had  — 

8-15  Joseph  Oldham,  who  m.  Grace  Tildcn,  of  Marshficld,  and  had  — 

15-16  Joseph,  d.  s,p. 

17  Jonathan,  m.  Eunice  Faxon.* 

18  Grace. 

*  He  had  Clara,  Loring,  and  Eunice. 


1  OSGOOD,  DAVID,  b.  Oct.  25, 1747 ;  m.  Hannah  Breed,  Nov.  1, 

1786,  who  was  b.  Doc.  28,  1747 ;  and  hud  — 
1-  2    Mary,   b.  Sept.  12,  1787. 

3  Lucy,   „  Apr.    8,  1789 ;  d.  Apr.  22,  1789. 

4  Lucy,   „  June  17,  1791. 

6    Da>'id,  „  Dec.  23,  1793  ;  m.  Mary  Ann  Elder. 


PAllKER,  BENJAMIN,  who  d.  Oct.  26,  1701,  m.  Mary  WUlis, 
Apr.  22,  1714.    She  d.  Aug.  20,  1763. 
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1  PATCH,  THOMAS,  came  from  Somenetshire,  England,  and  fet- 
tled in  Wenham,  Mass.  He  had  six  sons,  as  given  below ;  and 
two  daughters,  names  imknown. 

1-  2    Thomas. 

3  Isaac,  b.  1682. 

4  Ephraim. 
6    Timothy. 

6  Stephen. 

7  Simon. 

1-  3         Isaac  Patch  m.  Edith  Edwards,  and  lived  in  Newton,  afterwards  in 
Concord,  and  lastly  in  Groton,  where  he  d.,  July  12, 1762,  aged 
80.    His  wife  survived  him,  and  d.  aged  about  100  years.    His 
children  were  — 
3-  8    Lois. 
9    Sarah. 

10  Thomas. 

11  Lydia. 

12  Isaac 

13  Edith. 

14  Ebenezer. 

15  Lois. 

16  Ephraim. 

17  Mary. 

3-14  Ebenezeb  Patch  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  Jacob  Wright,  in  1746.    He 

had  fourteen  children,  eight  of  whom  died  young.     The  sur- 
viving children  were  — 
.     14-18    Jacob,         b.  Apr.    5,  1747. 

19  Simon,        „  July  11,  1749. 

20  OHver,        „  Feb.  10,  1761. 

21  Benjamin,  „  May  23,  1754. 

22  Ruth,         „  June  23,  1763. 

23  Ede,  „  Apr.    2,  1769. 

Of  these  children,  Oliver  wu  wounded  in  the  light  nhoalder  at  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill.  Simon  was  wounded  in  his  thigh  at  the  battle  of  White 
I'lnins ;  and,  being  carried  home  to  Groton,  died  there,  Dec.  31, 1776,  aged  27. 
The  mother,  Sarah  (Wright)  Patch,  after  the  death  of  her  hu»band,  Jan.  19, 
1777,  m.  Samuel  Chamberlain,  December,  1784;  and  d.  June  12, 1793. 

14-20  Oliyer  Patch  m.  Alethea,  dau.  of  Silas  Blood,  Jan.  26, 1778,  and 
had  — 

20-24  Oliver,     b.  Nov.  30,  1778. 

26  William,  „  Sept.  14,  1780. 

26  Reuben,   „  Jan.     8,  1783. 

27  Henry,     „  Jan.     4,  1785  ;  d.  Aug.  19,  1803. 

28  Luther,    „  Oct.     6,  1788  ;  left  Marlb.,  1805,  and  never  returned. 

29  Nahum,   „  Mar.  30,  1792. 

20-24  Oliver  Patch  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Oliver  Shattuck  (a  descendant 

of  William  Shattuck,  of  Watertown,  1642),  and  lived  in  Haw- 
ley.    He  had  — 
24-30    Lucy  Longley,  b.  Sept.    3,  1805. 

31  Henry,  „  Nov.  30,  1806;  d.  Jan.  4,  1849. 

32  Fidelia,  „  Feb.  14,  1808 ;  „  June  1,  1836. 

33  Electa  S.,  „  July  23,  1810. 

34  Franklin,  „  July    3,  1816. 

24-34  Fbanklin  Patch  m.  Ann,  dau.  of  John  Brown,  of  Eastham,  Jan. 

19,  1843,  and  Uved  in  Boston.    He  moved  to  Medford,  18-19, 
and  had  — 
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84-85  Emerett  (X,  b.  Mar.    8,  1844. 

86  Herbert  L.,  „  Oct  16,  1845  ;  d.  Nov.  10.  1847. 

87  Charles  A.,  „  Oct     1,  1848;  „  Dec    4,  1848. 

88  Oscar  L.»      „  Jan.  13,  1852. 


FATERSON,  JAMES,  son  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth,  b.  Oct  6, 
1707. 


1  PATTEN,  WILLIAM,  m.  Abigail  Willis,  Jan.  3,  1701,  who  d. 

Feb.  19,  1725,  aged  48 ;  and  had  — 
1-  2    John,      b.  Jan.     1,  1713. 
8    Aaron,    „  Apr.  16,  1717* 
4    Thomas,  „  Fob.  20,  1719. 

William  PaUcn  d.  Sept  7,  1741,  aged  69  ;  b.  1672. 

6  William  Patten  m.  Anna  Seccomb,  Nov.  17,  1727,  and  had  — 

5-  6  George,     b.  Sept   4,  1729 ;  d.  aged  3  mos. 

7  Lucy,        „  Dec  24,  1730. 

8  Anne,        „  Mar.    4,  1732. 

9  George,     „  Nov.    9,  1733 ;  „  Feb.  24,  1740. 

10  Jonathan,  „  July    7,  1738 ;  „  July  28,  1790. 

11  Rebecca,   „  Apr.  11,  1742;  „  same  year. 

12  Abigail,     „  June    2,  1744. 

13  Thomas  Patten  m.  Mary  Tufts,  Jan.  10,  1745,  who  d.  Aug.  28, 

1764 ;  and,  2d,  Mary  Binford,  Jan.  8,  1765.  He  d.  Nov.  26, 
1786.     ChUdrcu :  — 

13-14    Mary,  b.  July  10,  1747. 

16  John  Patten  m.  Priscilla ,  and  h^d  — 

16-16    Mary,  d.  Dec.  29,  1752. 

Lucy  Patten  m.  Samuel  Hall,  Nov.  27,  1751. 
Jonathan  „  „  S.  Bradshaw,  Apr.  14,  1762. 
Mary  „       „  Henry  Fowle,  Jan.  8,  1766. 

Mrs.  Mary   „        d.  Mar.  15,  1773. 


1  PEIRCE,  NATHANIEL,  m.  Lydia ,  and  had  — 

1-  2  Hannah,  b.  Apr.  27,  1702. 

3  Francis,   „  Sept.  24,  1704. 

4  Lydia,      „  Feb.  24,  1707. 
6  AbigaU,   „  Feb.     5,  1710. 

6  Benoni,    „  Feb.  24,  1712. 

7  Mary,       „  Mar.    2,  1714. 

8  Benjamin  Peiuce  m.  Sarah  Hall,  Dec.  2,  1702,  and  had  - 

8-  9  Benjamin,  b.  Apr.    7.  1707. 

10  Sarah,         „  Mar.  11,  1710. 

11  Eleanor,      „  Feb.  13,  1712. 

12  Thomas,     „  Aug.  11,  1714. 

13  Susanna,     „  Jan.  29,  1717. 

His  widow  d.  Mar.,  1764,  aged  85. 

14  IcHABOD  Peiece  m.  Sarah ,  and  had  — 

14-16  Sarah,         b.  July  14,  1709. 

16  Robert,       „  Nov.  29,  1711. 

17  Nathaniel,,,  Aug.    2,  1713. 

18  Rebecca,     „  Aug.   5,  1716. 

19  Jonathan,  „  Oct     8,  1717. 
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11  Henry,        b.  Nov.    9,  1793 ;  m.  Susan  S.  Tldd. 

12  Sarah»  „  June    7,  179o;<L  1815. 

13  Charlotte,  m.  Hczekiah  Blanchard. 

14  George,        „  Aug.  26,  1799  ;  d.  young. 

16  George  W.,  „  Jan.  26,  1801 ;  m.  EUzabcth  HalL 

16  Augusta,  „  James  T.  Woodbury. 

Jonathan  Porter  d.  Nov.,  1817. 


1  RAYMOND,  WILLIAM,  is  said  to  have  emigrated  with  two 

brothers,  Richard  and  William,  and  to  have  been  concerned  in 
lands  held  under  John  Mason,  in  N.H. ;  and  lived  at  Ports- 
mouth, 1631.  Of  these,  Richard  A^-as  freeman,  1634 :  John  d. 
Jan.  18,  1703,  aged  87 ;  and  William  was  of  Salem,  1648,  after- 
wards of  Beverly,  where  he  was  representative,  1685  and  1686. 
He  was  a  captain  of  Beverly  troops,  and  had,  for  his  services,  a 
grant  of  land,  where  Dunbarton,  N.H.,  now  is.  He  d.  Jan.  29, 
1709,  aged  72.  He  m.,  1st,  H^innah  Bishop;  2d,  Ruth  Hall; 
by  each  of  them  leaving  issue.    His  children  were  — 

1-  2    Mary. 

3  William. 

4  Daniel,  b.  Nov.  25,  1691. 
6    Paul. 

1-  4  Daniel  Ratxond  m.  Abigail  Balch,  Mar.  1 1,  1714,  and  moved  to 

Marblehead.  He  and  his  oldest  son  died  in  1745,  during  the 
expedition  against  Louisburg.    His  youngest  son,  — 

4-  6  Fbeeborn  Raymond,  b.  Feb.  20,  1741,  m.  Mary  Young,  and 
moved  to  Athol.  By  a  second  wife,  Sarah  Powers,  he  had  three 
sons  and  six  daughters.    He  d.  Feb.  11^  1817. 

6-  7  F&EEBO&N  Raymond,  oldest  son  of  the  last  named,  was  b.  June  4, 

1765  ;  m.,  3d,  Jane  Rich,  Mar.  9,  1801 ;  and  had,  by  her,  five 
sons  and  four  daughters.     He  d.  July  3,  1824. 

7-  8    Thatcher  R.  Raymond,  third  son  of  the  last,  was  b.  Mar.  9, 1808 ; 

m.,  1st,  Oct  26,  1831,  Helen  M.  Wilder,  who  d.  Sept.  8,  1835 ; 
2d,  Caroline  L.  Blanchurd,  Mar.  9,  1837,  who  d.  Mar.  14, 
1839 ;  3d,  Jan.  26,  1841,  Jane  £.  Bartlett,  by  whom  he  has  — 

8-  9    Caroline  Louisa,  b.  Sept.  12,  1846. 
10    Elizabeth  B.,       „  Nov.    3,  1848. 

Is  now  a  citizen  of  Medford. 


1  REED,  HENRY,  b.  Jan.  27,  1785  ;  m.,  Aug.  23,  1810,  Hannah 

S.  Greenleaf,  whowas  b.  Apr.  5,  1784.  He  d.  Oct  13,  1827, 
and  had  — 

1-  2    Hannah  M.,  b.  June  23,  1811 ;  m.  Noah  Hathaway. 

3  Susanna  E.,  „  Feb.  15,  1813;  „    N.  Johnson. 

4  Martha  W.,  „  May  30,  1817 ;  d.   July  12,  1817. 

5  Henry  F.,     „  June  15,  1818. 

6  Isaac  R.,       „  Dec  17,  1820  ;  m.  Mary  Merrill. 

7  Rebecca  G.,  „  Sept    1,  1823. 


1  REEVES,  JOHN,  embarked.  Mar.  16,  1634,  aged  19,  for  New 
England,  on  board  the  "  Christian,"  from  London,  and  settled 
in  Salem,  where  land  was  granted  him  in  1643.  His  first  wife 
was  Jane ;  and  2d,  Elizabeth .    His  children  were  — 

1-  2    William. 

3  Freeborn,   b.  Mar.  10,  1G58. 

4  Benjamin,  „  Dec  30,  1661. 
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1-  2  WiLLiAX   Kbetbs    m.  Elizabeth   Colliiu,  Mar.  14,  1669,  md 

had  — 

2-  6  John. 

6  Cochran. 

7  EliKabcth. 

2-  0  CociiBAN  Rrrves  m.»  Ist,  Judith ;  2d,  EUabelh  BobiiMnH, 

July  17,  1723;  and  had  — 

6-  8  SainueU      b.  Jan.,  1708 ;  d.  Oct.  9,  1791. 

9  Willium,    „  Dec.,  1710. 

10  SuHanna,    „  Mar.,  1713 ;  m.  John  Clough. 

11  Kli/iilK'th,  „  Oct.,  1716;    „  —  Ilolman. 

12  Nathaniel,  „  Mercy  Dudley. 

13  Juco)),         „  Aug.,  1720. 

l-ft  Mjirv,         „  July,  1724;    „  Palmer. 

ir,  Jiihn,  „  Feb.,  1725. 

IG  Benjamin,  „  1730. 

0-  8  Kami;kl  Ukkves  m.  Eliail)cth ,  1733,  who  d.  Apr.  23, 1759, 

a^'itl  61.     He  d.  Oct.  9,  1791,  and  had  — 

8-lGrt.  Kli/ulK'th,  b.  1734  ;  ni.  Iwiac  Warren,  Oct  3,  1751. 

6.  Judith,       „  1736 ;    „  Joseph  Albree,  Dec  23,  1760. 

c.  llaunuh,    „  1738 ;  d.,  unin.,  Feb.  26,  1791. 

rf.  ThoiuaH,     ,.1741;,,    Feb,  12,  1756. 

0-13  Jacoh  Ukrvbs  m.  Abigail  Ferguson  ;  lived  some  time  at  Boxbnry, 
and  nujved  thence  to  WayUind.    He  had  — 

13-17  Nathaniel,  b.  Mar.    (1,1749. 

18  Elizabeth,  „  Dec.  25.  1753;  m.  Thomas  Heard. 

19  Naomi,       „  Mar.  12,  1750;  d.  young. 

20  Mary,         „  July  12,  1758. 

21  Anne,  m.  Jona.  Underwood. 

22  Jaeob,         „  Jan.  31,  1763;    „  Elizabeth  Robinson. 

23  Samuel,      „  Apr.  15,  1765;    „  Abigail  Parris. 

13-17  Natu.vnikl  Ur.KVKs  m..  lat,  Dorothy  Hoar;  2d,  Eunice  Noyes; 
anil  had  — 

17-24  Nathaniel.       b.  Auf?.  lo.  1771 ;  d.  Feb.     3,  1772. 

2.>  Nathaniel,       „  Jan.  23,  1777;  „  July    6,  1779. 

26  Kuiiiee,  „  Mav     6,1779;  „  Aug.  17,  1785. 

27  Nathaniel,       ,.  Sept.  15,  17vSl;  „  Nov.  14,  1815. 

28  Aln-iail,  „   Oet.     8,  17S;J;  „  Jan.   30,1830. 

29  Jonas  Noyes,  „  June  11,  178(5;  „  Feb.  18,  1835. 

30  Henry,      „  Mju:.  21.  1789. 

13-22  Jawii  UKKvrs  m.  Eli/alvth  Kobinson,  and  had  — 

22-31  S;umul,  b.  June  20.  178.') ;  d.   Oct.  28,1814. 

32  Nancy,     ,.  May  30,  1787;  „    Ai>r.  28,  1816. 

33  Hervev.    „  Apr.  13,  1789;  m.  Lucretia  Bond. 

34  Walter.    „  Mav  2.),  1791 ;    „   Elmini  Griffin. 

35  Jacob,       „  Mar. 'J9,  1793;  d.   Sept.  25,  1818. 

36  rharlt^,    „  June  18,  179o;  „    Jan.  24,1796. 

37  Jlanmdi,  ,.  Oct.  29.  1796. 

38  tMiarUs,   „  Dec.  26,  179S;  ,.    Sept.  IS.  1801. 

39  Dexter.    „  Oct.     2,  1800;  m.  Margaret  P.  Ttoufetter. 

40  tUis;i  E..  ,.  Aug.  17.  18W  ;  d.   Nov.  15.  1804. 

13-23  Samvki.  Reeves  m.  Abigail  Parris,  and  lived  in  Hope,  He.   He 
had  — 

23-41  Clarissa,    b.  Apr.  22.  1786  ;  m.  Job  Morse. 

42  Sylveeter,  .,  Oct.   18.  17S9. 
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Sarah,  b.  May  30,  1795. 
Elisa,  „  Feb.  6,  1800. 
Elmira,     „  Aug.  10,  1804. 

Nathaiobl  Rebyes  m«  Milioent  Rice,  and  Uved  in  Wayland.    He* 

had  — 
Emmdine  A.,  b.  June  10,  1810 ;  m.  James  8.  Draper. 
Caroline,  „  June    1,  1812. 

Cordelia,  „  Sept.  29,  1814;   „  Dr.  Alex.  Jackson,  Plymouth. 

Jonas  N.  Rbeybs  m.  Nancy  Heard ;  lived  in  Templeton ;  and 

had  — 
Thomas  Heard,  b.  Oct.  20,  1817. 
Nancy,  „  Apr.  20,  1820 ;  m.  Cyrus  Cheney. 

George  H.,         „  Jan.  30,  1822 ;  d.  Aug.  22,  1822. 
Albert,  „  July  16,  1823 ;  „    Aug.   5,  1825. 

Frauds,  „  July  30,  1825. 

Jacob  H.,  „  Feb.  24,  1829. 

Hekbt  Ebevbs  m.  Nancy  Gleason;   lives  in  Wayland;   and 

had  — 

Mary  Ann,      b  Apr.    8,  1817 ;  d.  Nov.  15,  1823. 

Catharine  G.,  „  An^.    2,  1819 ;  „  Sept  26,  1837. 

Henry,  „  Feb.  25,  1821 ;  „  Nov.  16,  1823. 

Nancy  G.,       „  Mar.  13,  1823 ;  m.£.  Packard;  d.  July  10,  1845. 

Mary  E.,  „  Aug.  15,  1825. 

Lioentia,  „  Oct  27,  1827. 

Hebvet  Reeves  m.,  Ist,  Phebe ;   2d,  Lucretia  Bond,  by 

whom  he  had  — 
Samuel  D.,  b.  Feb.    2,  1818. 
Ellen  P.,       „  Apr.  27, 1824. 
James  H.,     „  June  30,  1828. 
Francis  W.,  „  May    3,  1831. 

Walteb  Reeves  m.  Elmira  Griffin.    He  Uves  at  Wayland,  and 

has  — 
Nancy  G.,    b.  June  21,  1821 ;  m.  Abncr  Rice,  of  Natick. 
Eliza  £.,       „  Sept  23,  1822  ;  „   John  Dane,  of  Clinton. 
Charles  W.,  „  Apr.  17,  1825. 

Sarah  G.,     „  Sept  17,  1827 ;  „   Ed.  Rice,  jun.,  of  Wayland. 
Emma  L.,     „  Sept  30,  1833. 
Adeline  R.,  „  Oct  20,  1835. 

Dexteb  Reeves  m.  Margaret  P.  Troufiettter,  and  lives  in  Boston. 

Child:  — 
Dexter,  b.  Aug.,  1834. 

Stlvesteb  Reeves  m.  Milicent,  widow  of  Nathaniel  Reeves,  Jan., 

and  has  — 
Nathaniel,  b.  July  22,  1820. 
Sylvester,  „  May  30,  1823. 


RICHARDSON,  JOHN,  and  ABigail,  his  wife,  had  — 
Joshua,    b.  Sept  22,  1714. 
Abigail,   „  July  23,  1716. 
Susanna,  „  May    2,  1718. 


John, 

James, 

Joseph, 


May  29,  1721. 
June  15,  1725. 
Aug.  16,  1729. 
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8  William  Richakdson  had,  by  wife  Rebecca,  — 

8-  9    Mary,  b.  Apr.  17,  1717. 


*  (I  am  Indebted  for  the  followins  account  to  the  kindnees  of  Hon.  James  8&vace.) 

1  ROYALL,  WILLIAM,  of  Casco.  1636,  had  been  sent  by  the  go- 

vernor and  company  to  Captain  Endicott,  at  Salem,  1629,  as  a 
"  cleaver  of  timber."  Part  of  the  town  of  Salem  was  early  called 
Ryall's  side.  He  purchased  of  Gorges,  1643,  on  east  side  of 
Royall's  River,  in  North  Yarmouth,  and  Uved  near  its  mouth. 
He  m.  Phebe  Green,  step-dau.  of  Samuel  Cole,  of  Boston. 
Children :  — 

1-  2    William,  b.  1640i 

3  John. 

4  SamueL 

1-  2  WiLLLUi  RoYALL  was  drfveu  by  the  Indians  from  North  Yar- 

mouth, and  remained  at  Dorchester  some  years.  Freeman  1678 ; 
d.  Nov.  7,  1724.     Children :  — 

2-  6    Isaac,  b.  1672. 

6    ,  a  dau.,  m.  Amos  Stevens. 

7  Jemima,         „  1692;   d.  Nov.  9,  1709. 

8  Samuel,  of  Freetown.  ^ 

9  Jacob,  of  Boston.  T 

And  others,  whose  names  are  unknown. 

2-  6  Isaac  Rotall  returned  in  1757  from  Antigua,  where  he  had  re- 

sided 40  years,  seUled  in  Medford,  and  there  d.  June  7,  1739. 
He  m.,  July  1,  1697,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Asaph  Eliot,  who  d. 
Apr.  21,  1747.  His  wife  seems  to  have  m.,  1st,  an  Oliver,  as 
Isaac  R.  mentions  a  dau. -in-law,  Ann,  wife  of  Robert  Oliver,  of 
Antigua.  Elizabeth  R.,  in  her  will,  mentions  gr.-ch..  Dr.  James, 
Thomas,  Isaac,  Richard,  and  Elizabeth  OUvcr.  Children :  — 
6-10    Asaph,  b.  Apr.,  1699  ;  d.   July  24, 1699. 

11  Isaac. 

12  Penelope,  ,                     m.  Henry  Yassall. 
2-  8  Samuel  Rotall  m ,  and  had  — 

8-13  William. 

14  Samuel  Winthrop. 

6-1 1  Col.  Isaac  Royall,  of  Medford,  m. ,  and  had  — 

11-16  Elizabeth,  b.  1741 ;  d.   July  9,  1747. 

16  Miriam,        (?)         m.  Thomas  Savel. 

17  Elizabeth,  „   Sir  William  Pepperrell. 
17i  Mary. 

6-12  Penelope  Royall  m.  Henry  VassaU,  1741,  and  had  — 

12-18    Elizabeth,  m.  Dr.  Charles  Russell,  who  d.  in  Antigua,  *./>.,  Mav 
27,  1780. 
11-16  Miriam  Royall  m.  Thomas  Savel,  Dec.  23,  1773,  and  had  — 

16-1 8i  Thomas. 

19  Elizabeth,  b.  Dec.  20,  1784. 

20  Miriam,      „  Apx>  19,  1787. 

11-17         .Elizabeth   Royall  m.   William    Pepperrell    Sparhawk,   whosie 
mother  was  the  only  daughter  of  Sir  William  Pepperrell,  and 
who  took  his  grandfather's  name  on  succeeding  to  the  estate 
and  title.     He  d.  Dec,  1816,  aged  70.     Children  — 
17-21     William,  d.,  unm.,  1809. 

22  Elizabeth  Royall,  b.  July  14,  1770. 

23  Mary  Hirst  Mcintosh. 

24  Harriot. 
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17-22  Slizabbth  R.  Feppbrrell  m.  Key.  Henry  Hutton,  who  d.  in 
1813,  and  had  — 

22-25  Elizabeth,  m.  William  Moreton,  1814. 

26  Charles  H. 

27  Mary  Anne,  „  Rev.  William  Moreton,  1832. 

28  Henry,  „   Sophia  Brevort. 

29  Anne. 

80  Harriot,  „  Hey.  Daiad  Drummond,  1829. 

81  Louise,  „  Archdeacon  Parry. 

M  wm;««,  T>  $  l8t,  Elizabeth ,  1836. 

82  William  P.,  .  "  |  2d,  Ellen  Porter. 
33  Thomas  P.,  „  Mary  Drummond. 
84  Frances,                      d.,  unm.,  1848. 

17-23  M\RT  H.  McIntosh  Pepperrbll  m.  William  Congreve,  July, 

1799,  and  d.  «.  p.,  Feb.  4,  1839. 

J7-24  Harbiot  Pjbppersbli,  m.,  1802,  Sir  Charles  Palmer,  who  d.  Apr. 
27,  1827.    His  widow  d.  Jan.  2,  1842.    Children :  — 

24-36  Louisa  C. 

36  Mary  Anne. 

37  Caroline  H. 

38  George  J.,  m.  Emily  Elizabeth  Holford,  Feb.,  1836. 

39  Charles  A.,  ♦  „  Julia  Simpson,  Feb.  27,  1838. 

40  William  Henry,  b.  1816 ;   d.  Sept  2,  1823. 

Nor.  — In  prlnttng  UieM  BngUah  bnnohef,  I  haTO  ooi^ad  fromr,tlie  "  life 
of  Sir  WlUiam  PeppemU,"  by  Usher  Parsons,  Esq. 

RoBBBT  RoTALL,  perhaps  a  brother  of  Isaac  (No.  6),  was  living 
with  wife  Mercy,  in  Dorchester,  July  20,  1741. 


1  SAMSON,  MILES,  m.  Sarah  Clough,  of  Medford,  July  9,  1816, 

who  d.  Sept  6,  1824.    They  had  — 
1-  2    Sarah,  b.  June    1,  1816  ;  m.  Philip  Putney. 

3  Miles,  „  Oct  29,  1817;   „   l8t,E.  Paine;  2d,  A.  Weston. 

4  Eden.  „  May  26,  1819  ;   „  Mary  Ann  Tufts. 

6    EUzabeth  C,  „  Aug.   7,  1821 ;   „  Albert  Hadley,  of  Eden,  Me. 
He  m.,  2d,  Charlotte  Pcirce,  April  10,  1826,  who  d.  March  20, 
1832;  and  had  — 

6  Charlotte,  b.  Aug.  16,  1826. 

7  Henry,      „  Sept  21,  1829  ;  m.  Matilda  Headley. 

8  Mary,        „   Sept    2,  1831 ;  „  Henry  Jones. 


1  SAVEL,  THOMAS,  m.  Miriam  Royall,  Dec  23,  1773,  and  had  — 

1-  2  Thomas. 

3  Elizabeth,  b.  Dec.  20, 1784. 

4  Miriam,     „  Apr.  19,  1787. 

Thomas  Savel,  Jr.,  m.  Mary  Francis,  Dec.  22,  1799. 
Margaret  „  „   James  Buckman,  Feb.  12, 1778. 

.    MarSia,  „  „   Benjamin  Floyd,  Jan.  7,  1779. 

Joseph,  „  d.   June  2,  1776. 

Widow  Martha,        „  „    Dec  10,  1786. 


1  SECCOMB,  RICHARD,  came  from  the  west  of  England ;  set- 

tled at  Lynn  as  early  as  1660 ;  and  d.  1694.    He  had — 
1-  2    Noah. 
3    Richard. 
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4  Susanna. 

5  Peter,       b.  1678. 

1-  8  RioHAKD  Becoomb  m.  Anne ,  and  had  — 

8-  6  Jonathan,  b.  Sept.  17, 1710. 

7  Anne,        „  Sept.  17,  1712. 

8  Dorothy,    „  Jan.  24, 1715  ;  m.  Henry  Fowle,  Mar.  6,  1738. 

1-  6  Prnuft  Seccomb  m.  Hannah  Willis,  Feb.  25, 1702,  who  d.  at  Hsr- 

yard,  Dec  15,  1760.    She  was  b.  Jan.  1,  1672 ;  and  d.  Dec  16, 
1760,  aged  89.    He  d.  Sept.  8,  1756,  aged  78.    Children:  — 
5-  9    John,         b.  July  30,  1706 ;  d.  May  27,  1770. 

10  John,         „  Apr.  25,  1708  ;  minister  at  Harvard,  Mass.,  1728. 

11  Charles,     „  Jan.  15,  1710  ;  d.  Sept.  28,  1730. 

12  Thomas,    „  Aug.  16,  1711 ;  „  Apr.  15,  1773. 

13  Joseph,  minister  at  Kingston,  NJ9. ;  d.  1760. 

14  Willis,       „  Apr.  30,  1704  ;  d.  Apr.  15,  1725. 

Joseph  Seoooxb  (13)  m.  Ruth  Brooks,  Not.  20,  1760. 
•Poi^A.  i  d-  Mar-  18,  1781,  aged  77. 

Keoecca,      „  (  She  m.  Thomas  (No.  12),  above. 

Anna,  „  m.  William  Fatten,  Nor.  17,  1727. 

Anne,  „  „  Nathaniel  Lawrence,  Not.  13,  1725. 

Non. — Seeoombe  is  the  Qune  of  a  plaoe  in  tbe  Iito  of  Pinboek,  on  the 
ooMt  of  DonetBhire,  Sng. 


1  SHED,  DANIEL,  of  Braintree,  1647,  from  whom  probably  de- 

scended Ebenezer  Shed  Tl),  of  Charlestown,  who  d.  Apr.  17, 
1770,  aged  75 ;  and  m.  Abigail  Lreland,  who  d.  Oct  8, 1783, 
aged  83.    He  had,  inter  alioSf  — 

1-  2         Zeohabiah,  b.  Feb.  7>  1745 ;  m.  Lydia  Spring,  who  was  b.  Jan. 

11,  1748,  and  d.  Oct.  7,  1821.     She  was  the  dau.  of  Henry 
Spring^ un.,  and  Sarah  Swan,  his  wife  (who  was  a  dau.  of  old 
Lady  Winship,  who  d.  Dec.  2, 1807,  aged  100).    Zechariah  Shed 
d.  Jan.  15,  1813,  leaving  — 
2-  3    Francis,  b.  July    5,  1772. 
4    Thomas,  „  Feb.    7,  1784. 

2-  3  Francis  Shed  m.  Lydia  Prentiss  Saunders,  May  29,  1797,  who  d. 

Oct.  11, 1846,  aged  72.    He  d.  Apr.  15,  1861.     Children:  - 

8-6    Judiths.,      b.Septl6.m8;m.|g'/^|^-; 

6  Caroline  D..  „  May  22.  1801;  ..  |  gSS:^ 

7  Emily  Ann,  „  Sept.  11,  1803  ;  „  Aaron  Traverse. 

8  Francis,  „  Nov.  20,  1805;  „  Mary  Ann  Frost. 

9  Lydia,  „  Nov.  21,  1807  ;  „  Thomas  MarshalL 
10  Zechariah,  „  Mar.  19,  1810. 

n    Eliza  B..         ..  my  22.  1813  ;  ..    {  If^^^^^^^; 

12    Matilda  O.,     „  Oct.  14,  1816  ;  „  Charles  Danforth.  ' 

2-  4  Thomas  Shed  m.  Abigail  H.  Greenleaf,  Dec  18,  1808,  and  d. 

Dec  9,  1849.  He  had  children :  — 

4-13  Abigail  G.,  b.  Nov.  22,  1809 ;  m.  George  Sawyer. 

14  Sarah  R.,  „  Dec.    8,1811;   „   Samuel  Ward. 

15  William  B.,  „  Oct.  24,  1813. 

16  Harriet  G.,  „  Oct.  26,  1815. 

17  Helen  M.,  „  May  29,1818;   „  Mathias  Miner. 
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18  Thomas  A.,  b.  Not.  14,  1822. 

19  Franklin  K.,         »  May  19,  1825  ;  d.  Feb.  22,  1848. 

20  Mankall  S.,  „  Mar.  15,  1828  ;  m.  Emma  A.  Gibba. 

21  Mary  A.,  ,.  May     1,  1831 ;  d.   May  12,  1832. 

22  Cunvcra  FranciB,  „  Jan.     8,  1835  ;  „    Aug.  13,  1853. 

3-  8  FRikifOiB  Shed,  jun.,  m.  Mary  Ann  Frost,  of  Tyngsboro',  May  23, 

1829.  She  d.  June  4,  1851,  aged  42.  He  m.,  2d,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth H.  Page,  dau.  of  the  late  Jonathan  Tufts.  Children  by  1st 
wife:  — 

.  June  11,  1830. 
Sept.  9,  1831. 
Oct.  11,  1833. 

Jan.  22.  1835 ;  d.  May  1,  1836. 
I  Feb.  25,  1837 ;  „  1838. 
Sept  1,  1840. 
July  1,  1842. 
Aug.  1,  1844. 
Dec  I7r  1847. 
Sept.  16,  1850. 


8-23 

liUther  A., 

24 

Mary  Jane» 

25 

John  F., 

26 

MatQdaM., 

27 

Laura  M., 

28 

Sylvanus, 

29 

JeflTerson, 

30 

Lydia  S., 

81 

Lucy  Ann, 

82 

Albert, 

1  SHEPARD,  JACOB,  m.  Mercy  Chickering,  Nov.  22,  1699 ;  and 

had  — 
1-  2    Jacob,  b.  Aug.  22,  1700. 


1  SWAN,  SAMUEL,  was  b.  1720 ;  was  an  only  son  ;  his  &ther  m. 

Miss  Austin,  of  Charlcstown,  and  d.  1746.  His  ancestors  are 
said  to  have  had  large  possessions  in  Haverhill  and  Methuen  ; 
and,  as  lately  as  1798,  Mr.  Swan  was  urged  to  prosecute  his 
claims  by  persons  of  respectable  standing,  one  of  whom,  a  pub- 
lic officer,  desired  to  purchase  a  part  of  his  claim.  From  a  deli- 
cate sense  of  justice,  Mr.  Swan  and  his  oldest  son  firmly  refused 
to  entertain  Uie  idea.  In  March,  1746,  he  m.  Joanna  Richard- 
son, of  Wobum,  and  had  children  as  below.  His  house  in 
Charlestown  was  burnt  by  the  British ;  and  he  went,  with  his 
family,  to  Concord.    He  d.  Aug.,  1808.    Children :  — 

1-  2    Samuel,  b.  1750. 

3  Daniel,   „  1752. 

4  Caleb,     „  1754;  d.  Mar.,  1816. 

1-  2  Sahuel  Swan,  jun.,  m.  Hannah  Lamson,  Mar.  5,  1778,  who  d. 

Nov.,  1826,  aged  70.    He  d.  Nov.,  1825.    In  Jan.,  1787,  he  was 
appointed  quartermaster-general,  with  the  rank  of  major,  under 
General  Lincoln,  in  the  time  of  Shay's  rebellion.    He  had  pre- 
viously served  under  General  Lincoln  in  the  revolutionary  war  ; 
and,  for  his  conduct  in  this  later  matter,  received  the  written 
thanks  of  Gov.  Bowdoin.     He  was  afterwards  deputy-collector 
of  the  revenue  under  Gen.  Brooks.    His  children  were — 
b.  1779;  d.   Mar.  31,  1823. 
m.  Sarah  Preston. 
1784. 


2-  5 

Samuel, 

6 

Daniel, 

7 

Joseph, 

8 

9 

Benjamin  L., 

10 

Timothy, 

11 

Caleb. 

1789 ;  d.   Jan.  20,  1830. 

1-  3  Danibl  Swan  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Peter  Tufts,  Aug.  21,  1777  ; 

and  d.  in  1780.    His  widow  d.  1853,  aged  97. 
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2-  6  Samuel  Swan  m.  Margaret  Tufts,  and  had  — 

5-12  Benjamin  L.,  m.  Sarah  Brinkerhoff. 

13  Samuel,  „  Lucretia  Stanida. 

14  James,  „  Matilda  Loring. 

15  Margaret,  „  William  Eveleth. 

16  Hannah  L.,  „   George  Francis. 

2-  7  Joseph  Swan  was  a  merchant,  educated  in  the  counting-room  of 

Hon.  William  Gray;    He  m«  Ann  Hose;  and  d.  Jan.,  1853, 
leaving  — 

7-17    Joseph,  m.  EUzabeth  Bartlett. 

18  William  R.,  d.  1854. 

19  Ann  R.,  m.  Peter  C.  Hall. 

20  Timothy. 

2"  9  BsNjAKiN  L.  Swan  m.  Mary  Saidler,  and  had  — 

9-21  Benjamin  L.,  m.  Caroline  Post. 

22  Edmund  H.,  „   Julia  Post. 

23  Mary,  „   Charles  N.  Fearing. 

24  Otis  Dwight,  „  Margaret  Johnson. 

25  Frederic. 

Elizabeth  Swan  m.  Ezra  Skinner,  Jan.  8,  1724. 

Kuth,  wife  of  William  Swan,  d.  Jan.  6,  1716. 

Thomas  Swan,  of  Boxbury,  m.  Prudence  Wade,  Sept,  27,  1692. 


I  SYMMES,  ZECHARIAH,  was  the  «on  of  Rer.  William  Symmes, 

and  was  b.  in  Canterbury,  Eng.,  Apr.  5,  1599.  He  came  to 
New  England,  Sept  18,  1634;  and  soon  after  was  ordained 
minister  at  CharlestowiK  He  had  eleven  children,  five  of  whom 
were  bom  in  Charlestown.  He  is  said  to  have  left  his  large 
property  to  his  son  William,  on  condition  that  he  should  pay 
two  hundred  pounds  apiece  to  the  other  heirs.  This  son  fiodling 
to  do  this,  and  dying  soon  after  his  father,  the  heirs  appointed 
Rev.  Zechariah,  of  Bradford,  to  divide  it.  He  d.  Feb.  4,  1671 ; 
and  had,  by  wife  Sarah,  — 

1-  2    William,    bap.  Jan.   10,  1627. 

3  Mary.  ..  Apr.  16.  1628  ;  ..  [  J^L^sX^l'  ^'"^ 

4  Elizabeth,  ,,  Jan.     1,1630;    „  Hezekiah  Usher,  1654. 

5  Huldah,  „  Mar.  18,  1631 ;    „  William  Davis. 

6  Hannah,  „  Aug.  22,  1632  ;  d.  unm. 

7  Rebecca,  „  Feb.  12,  1C34  ;  m.  Humphrey  Booth. 

8  Ruth,  „  Oct.   18,1635;    „  Ed.  WiUis,  June  15,  1668. 

9  Zechariah,  b.  Jan.     9,  1638;  d.  Mar.  22,1708 ;  min.  at  Bradford. 

10  Timothy,     „     May     7,1640;    „    1641. 

11  Deborah,     „     Aug.  28,  1642  ;  m.  Timothy  Prout,  1664. 

12  Sarah,  .,    H^^  ^''^' t^"^  ^°^8^  if  j?^' 

*  "    (  2d,  Rev.  John  Brock,  1662. 

13  Timothy,  „  Mary  Nichols,  Dec.  10,  1668. 

1-  2  William  Symmbs  m.  Mary ;  and  d.  Sept.  22, 1691.     He  had 

seven  children,  of  whom  the  names  of  five  arc  known  ;  viz.,  — 

2-14  Sarah,  ra.  Rev.  M.  Fisk,  of  Braintree,  Nov.  7, 1672 ;  d.  Nov.  2,  1692. 

15  William,  Jan.  7,  1679. 

16  Zechariah. 

17  Timothy. 

18  Nathaniel. 

His  dau.,  Sarah,  was  child  of  his  first  wife,  as  his  serraat,  John  Warner, 
testified  that  his  master  was  a  widower  when  this  dan.  married.    FaroMr's 
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2-15 


16-19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

15-23 
23-26 
27 

15-24 
24-28 
29 
30 

24-29 
29-31 


Register  says  that  Mary,  Us  widow,  m.  Bey.  Samuel  Torrey,  July  80, 1686  ; 
and  in  1700  she  was  certainly  called  uary  Torrey,  as  I  hare  seen  a  docoment 
of  that  date  so  signed. 

WiLLiAX  Stxmes  m.  Kuth  Convcrs.  He  inherited  two-thirds  of 
his  father's  estate,  and  had  a  clothing-mill  where  Mx.  Bacon's 
now  is.     He  d.  May  24,  1764.     Children  :  — 

William,  d.  young. 

Zechariah. 

Josifdi,  „  young. 

Elizabeth. 

Timothy. 

John. 

William,  minister  at  Andover. 

Timothy  Stmmes  m.  Martha ,  and  had  -^ 

Timothy,  b.  Dec.  23,  1800. 

William  Wyman,  „  Aug.  24,  1803. 

John  Symmes  m.  Miss  Diz,  of  Waltham,  and  had  — 

Josiah. 

John,      b.  1754. 

Abigail,  nu Cutter. 

John  Syhxes  m.  Elizabeth  Wright,  1780,  and  had  — 
John,  b.  Jan.  27,  1781 ;  m.  Pamela  Richardson,  1804. 


TAINTER,  ELISHA  L.,  b.  in  New  Fane,  Vt.,  1777 ;  m.  Sarah 
P.  Smith  in  1800,  who  d.  1806,  leaving  two  childr^i :  — 

2  '  Mary  Ann,  b.  Aug.,  1801. 

3  Albol,         „  May,  1803. 

He  m.,  2d,  Lydia  Fesenden,  of  Lexington ;  and  d.  Sept.  19, 1851, 
leaving,  by  his  second  wife,  — 
Edwin,  b.  June,  1815. 

Adaline,  „  1817. 

EmmelineM.,  „  Dec,  1819. 
Lydia  A.,  „  Dec.,  1821. 
Cordelia,  „  Dec,  1823. 


1  TOMPSON,  JONATHAN,  m.  AbigaU -,  and  had  — 

1-  2    Phebe,       b.  Jan.  15,  1713. 

3  Ruth,        „  Oct.  30,  1715. 

4  Jonathan,  „  Apr.  10,  1720. 

By  2d  wife,  Lydia  Nutting,  whom  he  m.  Feb.  25,  1720,  he 
had  — 

5  Lydia,       b.  Dec  12,  1720. 


TUFTS,  PETER,  was  b.  in  England,  in  1617 ;  parents  and  birth- 
place unknown.  There  are,  however,  persons  bearing  the  name 
in  Lancashire ;  and,  between  Little  Baddow  and  Maiden,  oo. 
Essex,  there  is  a  village  called  Tuftes.  Peter  Tufts  was  one  of 
the  earliest  and  largest  land-owners  in  our  town  of  Maiden  ;  and 
it  is  perhaps  a  fair  supposition,  that  he  named  his  home  for  bin 
English  birthplace.  He  is  supposed  to  have  immigrated  1638-40 ; 
and  was  admitted  a  freeman.  May  3,  1665,  being  then  an  inha- 
bitant of  Maiden.  He  bought  land  in  Medford,  in  1664,  of  Mrs. 
Nowell,  which  descended  to  his  son,  Capt  Peter  Tufts.  His 
wife  was  Mary ,  who  d.  1703,  aged  75.    He  d.  May  13, 
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1700,  aged  83,  and  lies  buried,  with  his  wife,  in  Maiden  church- 
yard.   His  children  were  — 
1-  2    Peter,        b.  1648. 

3  Jonathan,  „  1667. 

4  John,    „  1665. 

6  Mary,  m.  John  Edes. 

6  Elizabeth,  „  Joseph  Lynde,  bro.-in-law  of  Pet.  Tofts,  jnn. 

7  Mercy,  „  Joseph  Waite. 

8  Sarah,  „  Thomas  Oakes. 

9  Persis,  d.,  nnm.,  1683. 
«      10  Lydia,  „       „      1688. 

1-  2         Peteb  Tufts,  of  Medford,  commonly  called  Capt.  Peter,  m.,  Ist, 
Aug.  26,  1670,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Thomas  Lynde,  who  d.  July 
15,  1684,  by  whom  he  had  — 
2-11    Anna,    b.  Feb.  25,  1676. 

12  Peter,     „  Jan.  27,  1678. 

13  Mary,     „  Jan.  30,1681;  m.  John  Brodelins. 

14  Thomas,,,  Mar.  31,  1683;  d.  Dec.  36,  1733. 

He  m.,  2d,  Mary  Cotton,  Dec.  16,  1684,  who  was  dau.  of  Rev. 
Seaborn  Cotton  by  his  wife  Dorothy  Bradstreet,  dau.  of  Got. 
Simon  Bradstreet  by  his  wife  Ann  Dudley,  the  poetess.  Mercy 
Cotton  was  b.  Nov.  3, 1666  ;  and  d.  June  18, 1715.  The  issue 
by  this  marriage  was  — 

15  Cotton,     b.  June  11,  1686 ;  d.  July  28,  1686. 

16  Mary,       „  July    4,  1687 ;  „  Mar.    8,  1688. 

17  John,        „  May    5,  1689;  minister  at  Newbury,  1714. 

18  Samuel,    „  Aug.  22,  1691;  d.  Oct.  20,  1692. 

19  Dorothy,  „  May    5,  1693 ;  „  Sept.  10,  1693. 

20  Mercy,      „  June  20,  1695  ;  „  Aug.  19,  1697. 

21  Dorothy,  „  Mar.  27,  1697 ;  „  Nov.  29,  1697. 

22  Mercy,     „  Oct  27,  1698;  m.  John  Bradstreet 

23  Simon,     „  Jan.  31,  1700. 

24  Sarah,      „  May  13,  1702. 

25  Dorothy,  „  Dec  14,  1704 ;  „  Bradshaw. 

26  Lydia,      „  Jan.  30,  1707. 

He  appears,  by  his  will,  to  have  had  a  third  wife,  Prudence,  who  owned  a 
hoafte,  which  was  secured  to  her  by  the  marriage  articles.  Capt.  Peter  <Ued, 
Sept.  20, 1721,  aged  73.  He  was  a  ft^eman,  Oct.  16, 1679.  His  property  in 
Medford,  left  him  by  his  fitther,  consisted  of  seventeen  acres  of  land,  five  of 
which  were  at  ^^Sna^o  Hole."  He  also  had  six  hundred  acres  in  Qaab<x,  or 
Brookfleld. 

1-  3  Jonathan  Tufts  was  of  Medford.    Will  dated  Aug.  4, 1718.    He 

d.  in  1720  ;  and  was  buried  in  Maiden,  beside  his  fiithcr.    He 
had,  by  his  -wife  Rebecca,  — 
3-27    Jonathan,  b.  July    1.  1685 ;  d.  Dec.  15, 1688. 

28  John,         „  Apr.  11,  1688. 

29  Jonathan,  „  Feb.     6,  1690. 

30  Rebecca,    „  Oct   16,  1694;  m.  John  Willis,  Apr.  17,  1717. 

31  Samuel,     „  Apr.  29,  1697;   „    Elizabeth  Sweetson,  Mar.  28, 1723. 

32  Persis,       „  May    2,1700;   „   J.  Codman,  Maiden,  Feb.  12, 1737. 

33  Joseph,      „  June  29,  1704. 

34  Abigail,     „  Jan.     7,  1707. 

1-  4  John  Tufts  was  of  Maiden.    His  residence  was  standing  in  1821 ; 

and  John  Tufts,  who  was  then  alive,  possessed  a  silver-headed 
cane,  —  an  heirloom,  descended  from  this  early  settler.    He  m. 
Mary  Putnam ;   and  d.  in  Maiden,  1728.     His  children  were 
three  b.  in  Medford,  and  four  in  Maiden ;  viz.,  — 
4-35     Mary,  b.  Apr.  11,  1688. 
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36  John,         b.  May  28,  1690. 

37  Nathaniel,  „  Feb.  23,  1692. 

38  Peter,         „  1696;  of  Milk  Row. 

39  Benjamin,  „  1699. 

40  Thomas. 

41  Stephen. 

2-14         Thomas  Tufts  graduated,  H.  C,  in  1701.    WhUe  in  college,  he 
had  forty  pounds  a  /ear  by  his  grandfieither's  will.    He  m.,  Ist, 
Mary  Fhipps,  ^^  ^  Sept  3,  1718,  aged  48,  by  whom  he 
had  — 
14-42    Thomas,    b.  F*t>.  27,  1712. 

43  Peter,         „  J^ar.    8,  1714;  d.  Oct  1,  1714. 

44  Henry,       -  Sept  21,  1716. 

He  m.,  2d,  Emma,  dau.  of  Samuel  Phipps,  of  Charlestown,  and 
had  — 

45  Catharine,  b.  Nov.    4,  1719. 

46  Samuel,     „  Dec  31,  1720. 

47  Simon,       „  Mar.  17,  1723. 

48  Solomon,   „  Jan.   23,  1725. 

49  David. 

50  Frederick. 

2-17         John  Tufts  m.  Elizabeth  Sargent,  Mar.  28,  1723,  and  had  — 
17-51    John,  b.  Dec  13,  1723 ;  d.  Aug.  16,  1725. 

2-23         Simon  Tufts  was  the  first  phyaidan  of  Medford ;  graduated,  H.C., 
1724 ;  d.  June  31,  1747.    He  m.  Abigail  Smitti,  who  d.  1790, 
aged  90,  by  whom  he  had  — 
Simon,     b.  Jan.  16,  1727. 

„  Sept  22,  1730 ;  m.  John  Bishop,  Dec  7,  1752. 
,  „  Aug.  28,  1732. 
May  30,  1734. 
Jan.     7,  1736. 

Oct  19,  1742  ;    „  Thos.  Brooks,  jun.,  Dec  29,  1762. 
Nov.    8,  1744  ;    „  Peter  Jones,  May  2,  1765. 

3-33^  JosBPH  Tufts  m«  Lydia  Francis,  Jan.  12,  1727,  and  had  — 

83-59  Bebecca,    b.  Mar.  31,  1728. 

60  Lydia,   „  Aug.  24,  1729. 

61  Joseph,   „  Feb.  21,  1731. 
^  62  Samuel,  „  Aug.  16,  1732. 

68  John,    „  Nov.  18,  1785. 

64    Ebenezer,  „  Apr.  14,  1739 ;  d.  May  4,  1739. 

4-38  Pbteb  Tufts,  of  Milk  Row,  d.  Dec.  5, 1776 ;  had  bequeathed  him, 

by  his  father,  forty-four  acres  of  land,  which  was  bought  of  Judge 
Russell,  in  1701.    He  m.  Lydia  Buckman,  and  had  by  her, 
who  d.  Oct  31,  1778,  aged  73,—. 
38-65    Nathan,    b.  May  14,  1724. 

66  Peter,        „  Apr.  24,  1728. 

67  Lydia,       „  Jan.     5,  1731. 

68  'Kmothy,  „  Jan.  20,  1735. 

69  Samuel,     „  Nov.  24,  1737. 

70  Aaron,      „  Dec.  16,  1739. 

71  Susanna,   „  Apr.  23,  1746. 

4-39  Bbnjamin  Tufts  m.,  1st,  Mary  Hutchinson;  and,  2d,  Hannah 

Turner.    He  d.  Nov.  ^7,  1774,  leaving  — 
39-72    Uenjamin,      b.  Nov.  15,  1731. 

73    Mary,  n  July    6,  1733;  m.  John  Symonds. 
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74 
76 

76 

77 

78 
79 
80 
81 


iiL  N.  Wmit,  inn.,  Oct.  15, 1757. 
^Jj«ncll,1737;  „^ Stephen  Wait. 


Phcbe. 

Sarah, 

John,  „  Mar.  Ifi,'  1739. 

Hntchinson,  „  Jan.  25, 1743. 

By  his  second  wife  — 
Franda,  b.  July  21,  1744 ; 

Hannah,         „  Dec  14,  1746 ; 
Martha,  „  Aug.  10,  1753, 

Abigail,         „  Mar.    9, 1757  ; 


23-52 


52-82 
83 
84 

85 
86 
87 
88 


23-54 
54-90 

23-55 


55-91 


Sarah  Bloont,  Nor.  26,  1767. 
Watts  Turner. 

Thos.  Bradshaw,  Nor.  26, 1772. 
.Danid  Tofts. 

Dr.  Simon  Tupts,  jun.,  m.,  Ist,  Luc>  Budley,  who  d.  Nor.,  1768, 

aged  41.    He  graduated  at  H.  C,  i767.    By  his  fint  wife,  he 

had  — 
Simon,       b.  1750. 

Lucy,         „  Apr.  11,  1752. 
Catharine,  „  Apr.  25,  1754. 

He  m.,  2d,  Efizabeth  Hall,  Oct.  5,  1769,  and  had  by  her — 
Turell,        b.  1770 ;  d.  June  9,  1842. 

Cotton,       „  1772  ;  insane;  d.  Feb.  12, 1835. 

Hall,  „  1775 ;  d.  at  Surinam,  July  19, 1801. 

Hepzibah,  „  1777 ;  m.  Benjamin  Hall. 

Strahen,     „  1779. 

His  widow  d.  Aug.  30,  1880,  aged  87.    He  d.  Dec  31»  1786. 

William  Tufts  m. ,  and  had  — 

Catharine,  b.  1754. 

CoTTOX  Tufts  m. Smith,  sister-in-law  of  President  John 

Adams;  was  grad.  H.  C,  1749,  A.A.S. ;  lived  in  Weymouth; 
Frcs.  of  Mass.  Medical  A^ss.  about  1776.  His  funeral  sermon, 
preached  by  Jacob  Norton,  is  extant    He  had  an  only  child,  — 

Cotton. 


23-56  Samuel  Tufts,  who  d.  Dec.  31,  1818,  m.  Hannah  Tufts,  Apr.  14, 
1757,  who  d.  Mar.  13,  1795,  aged  60 ;  and  had  — 

56-92  Susanna,    b.  May  30,  1759. 

93  Samuel,      „  Apr.,       1761. 

94  Caleb,         „  Sept.    1,  1762. 

95  Ezckicl,      „  Nov.  19,  1764. 

96  Gershom,  „  July  17,  1767. 

97  John,         „  June   8,  1772.  , 

33-61  Joseph  Tufts,  who  d.  Dec.  6,  1798,  m.  Hannah ,  who  d.  Sept. 

21,  1779,  aged  45  ;  and  had  — 
61-98     Joseph,  b.  Feb.  17,  1755. 

99     Ammi-Ruhamah,  „  Aug.  18,  1762. 

100  -Walter,  „  Feb.  17,  1766. 

101  Cotton,  „  June,       1768 ;  d.  July  15,  1777. 

38-65  Natuan  Tufts  m.  Mary  Adams,  June  6,   1751.    He  lived  at 

Charlestown ;  where  he  died,  Dec.  21,  1771.     He  had  — 
65-102     Susanna,  b.  Jan.  31,  1756  ;  m.  John  Foster. 

103  Mary,       „  Mar.  17,  1758  ;    „    Seth  Stone. 
103i  AbigaU,   „  Jan.  20,  1760;    d.  1777. 

104  Daniel,  1757. 

105  Amos,      „  July  30,  1762. 

106  Nathan,   „  Mar.  23,  1764. 

There  waa  an  earlier  son,  Nathan,  who  d.  Aug.  5, 1762;  and  perhaps  another 
child,  who  d.  young. 
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38-66 


Petbb  Tupts  was  of  Charleeto wn.  He  m.  Anne  Adams,  Apr.  1 9 , 
1750  ;  and  d.  Mar.  4,  1791.  His  wife  was  b.  July  8,  1729  ; 
and  d.  Feb.  17,  1813.    They  had  — 

Peter. 

John,  m.  Elizabeth  Perry. 

Asa,  „  Martha  Adams. 

Joseph,  „  Abigail  Tufts. 

Thomas,  „  Rebecca  Adams. 

Elizabeth,  '„   Daniel  Swan. 

Lucy,  „  Jacob  Osgood. 

Bebecca,  „^  Nathan  Adams. 

Lydia,  „  Rev.  R.  Gray,  ofDover,N.H.,Mfur.  22, 1787. 

Sarah,  „  Joseph  Adams. 

Tdcotut  Tupts  m.  Anna ,  and  had  -^ 

Timothy. 

Abijah,   b.  Apr.  17, 1766 ;  grad.  H,  C,  1815 ;  moved  to  Virginia. 

Anna,      „  May  26,  1768  ;  m.  Mr.  Dixon. 

Isaac 

Joseph,  „  Miss Twiss. 

Samuel  Tufts  m.  Martha  Adams,  May  H,  1769.    He  d.  Oct  24, 
1828.    She  d.  Aug.  28,  1811,  aged  65.    Children  :  — 
b.  May  27,  1770 ;  d.  June  27.  1822. 
„  Sept.  28,  1773 ;  m.  Walter  jProst,  June  21,  1792. 
„  May  24,  1778  ;   „  John  Tapley,  Nov.  3,  1795. 
„  Dec    8,  1780 ;   „  Jotham  Johnson,  Nov.  4,  1802. 
Nov.  25,  1782 ;   „  Ambrose_Cole,  Apr.  1,  1804. 


66-107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 

38-68 
68-117 
118 
119 
120 
121 

38-69 

69-122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 

89-72  Benjamin  Tupts  m.  Esther ,  who  d.  May  27,  1778,  aged  87. 

Hed.  1804,  and  had  — 
72-128    Benjamin,  b.  Oct.     9,  1761. 

129  Esther,       „  May  30,  1763 ;  m.  Hezekiah  Blanchard. 

130  Jacob. 

130J  Mary,         „  1779 ;  d.  c.  1795. 


Samuel, 

Martha, 

Lydia, 

Susan, 

Mary, 

Elizabeth,  „  June  27,  1788 ;  „  Reuben  Hunt. 


39-76 
76-131 
132 

39-77 

77-133 
134 

J9-78 

78-135 
136 
137 
138 
139 

X6-91 

91-140 
141 
142 
143 


John  Tupts  m.  ■ 

John. 

Peter. 


-,  and  had  — 
d.  unm. 


Hutchinson  Tufts,  who  d.  Aug.  2,  1800,  m.  Mary  Grover,  and 

had  — 
Hutchinson,  b,  Dec.  16,  1769. 
Mary,  m.  Jonathan  Locke 

Fbancis  Tufts  m.,  successively,  two  sisters  named  Lunt,  and 

had  — 
Francis,  moved  to  Maine. 

John. 

Benjamin,  moved  to  Ohio. 

William. 
Mary,  m.  Mr.  Hopkinson. 

Cotton  Tufts,  of  Weymouth,  m.  Mercy  Brooks,  Mar.  6,  1788, 

and  had  — 
Quincy,  is  a  merchant  in  Boston. 

Lucy,  m.  Thomas  TarbelL 

Susan. 
Mercy. 
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65-104 

104^144 

145 

146 

147 

65-106 
105-148 
149 
150 
151 
152 
153 
154 
155 
156 
157 

66-108 
108-158 
159 
160 
161 
162 
163 
164 
165 
166 
167 


Daniel  Tupts  m.  Abigail  Tufts,  and  had— 
Daniel,    b.  Dec.  31,  1776. 
GUbert,    „  Apr.  27,  1778. 
Charles,  „  1781. 

Nathan,   „  Mar.,       1786. 

Amos  Txjfts  m.  Deborah  Frothingham,  and  had  — 


Amos, 

Deborah* 

Joseph  F., 

Mary, 

Abigail, 

Nathan  Adams, 

Amos. 

WiUiam. 

Samuel. 

Edward. 


John  Tufts  m.  Elizabeth  Perry,  and  had  — 


d.,  aged  14. 
1789 ;  *m.  Mr.  Frothingham. 
1790;  d.   1854. 
1793  ;  m.  James  P.  Mclntyrc. 

d.,  aged  12. 
1797. 


John, 

Bebjamin, 

Jameb, 

Elizabeth, 

Cynthia, 

Sophia, 

Lydia, 

Leonard, 


OUyer,    b.  1801 ; 


m.  Abigail  Wheeler. 
„  Susan  Stone, 
d.  unm. 


„    aged  6. 

m.  David  Sanborn. 

„  Hepzibah  Fosdick. 

„  Dorothy  Danforth. 

„  widow  of  his  brother  Asa. 


66-109  Asa  Tttpts  m.  Martha  Adams,  and  had  — 

109-168  Anna  Louisa,  m.  Theodore  Atkinson. 

169  Charles,  d.  imm. 

170  Asa  Alford,  m.  Miss  Oilman. 


66-110 
110-171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 

66-111 
111-182 
183 
184 
185 
186 


Joseph  Tuptb 

Abigail,  b. 

Joseph,  „ 

Lydia,  „ 

Bernard,  „ 

Asa,  „ 

Lucy,  „ 

Mary,  „ 

Edmund,  „ 

Mercy,  „ 

Harriet,  „ 

Caroline,  „ 


m.  Abigail 
, 1785. 

1783  ;  m. 

1786 ;  d. 

1788 ;  m. 

1790;  „ 

1792;   „ 

1793 ;  d. 

1795. 

1797;   „ 

1799  ;  m. 

1801;  „ 


Tufts,  and  had  — 

Helen  Whittemore. 
1808. 

Lucinda  Tufts. 
Mary  Ann  Tufts. 
Gershom  Whittemore. 
1820. 

1820. 

James  Russell. 

Gershom  Whittemore. 


Thomas  Tupts  m.  Rebecca  Adams,  and  had  — 
Thomas,  d.   1816,  aged  c.  24. 

Rebecca,  „  „    „  30. 

Marshall,  graduate  H.  C.  1827. 

Eveline,  m.  Mr.  Rochester,  of  Ohio. 

Lucy  Ajm,  „  Dr.  Proctor,  of  Castine,  Me. 


68-117  TmoTHY  TupTs  m.,  1st,  Mary  Goddard ;  2d,  Mehitable^lagg ; 

and  had  — 
117-187    Timothy,        b.  1786;  m.  Susan  Cutter. 

188  Artemas,  d.   unm. 

189  Mary,  m.  Milzar  Torrey,  and  d.  1853. 
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190 
191 
192 

68-120 
120-193 
194 

195 
196 
197 
198 
199 
200 
201 

69-122 

122-202 
203 
204 
206 

206 

207 

208 

77-188 
133-209 
210 

104-144 

144-211 
•  212 
213 
214 
215 
216 

104-145 

145-217 
218 
219 
220 
221 

104-147 

147-222 
223 
224 
225 
226 
227 
228 
229 

110-172 
172-230 
231 


And  by  his  sooond  wife,  — 


lives  in  Charlcstown,  N.H. 


m.  Mr.  Wetherbee. 


Jonas, 

Joshua,  unm.. 

Submit, 

IsAAO  Tufts  m.,  1st,  Anna  Tufts,  and  had  by  her — 
Anna,  m.  Samuel  Rand. 

Martha. 

And  by  his  second  wife,  Bfary  Qreen,  — 
Lucy. 

Louisa. 

Isaac 

Ann  Maria,  m.  James  Sawyer. 

Timothy. 

Oeorge. 

SAMUEL  TuTTS  m.,   1st,  Hannah  Tufts,  Dec  3,  1795,  and 

had—  t 

Hannah,  d.  aged  17. 

Ludnda,  m.  Bernard  Tufts  (No.  174). 

Mary  Ann,  „  Asa  Tufts  (No.  175). 

Charles,  unm. 

He  m.,  2d,  Qrace  Bamicott,  and  had  — 

John. 

Hannah,  „  Mr.  Dayis,  of  Billerica. 

HiTTOHiNSOir  Tufts,  jun.,  m.  Mary ,  and  had — 

Hutchinson,  b.  Feb.  10,  1797. 

Mary,  „  Mar.    6,  1799 ;  d.  aged  four  days. 

Daniel  Tupts,  jun.,  who  d.  June  12, 1826,  m.  Rhoda  Wyman, 

May  25,  1786,  who  d.  March  17,  1816  \  and  had  — 
Ckimelius,  b.  Aug.  12,  1786. 

Rhoda,  „  Aug.  27,  1788. 

Ruth,  „  Dec.  11,  1790. 

Tryphena,  „  Feb.    6,  1793. 

Pamela  Wyman,  „  Mar.  23,  1796. 
Lucy,  „  Aug.  28,  1799. 

GiLBBST  Tufts  m.  Mary  Chickering,  and  had  — 

Abby,  m.  Fred.  Williams. 

Gilbert,  •  „   Charlotte  Fitz. 

CaroUne,  b.  1822;   „  Dr.  J.  E.3artlett,  and  d.  1851. 

Sarah  Scholfield. 

Arthur  Webster,  „  Anna  Hooker. 

Nathan  Tufts  m.  Sarah  Miller,  and  had  — 

Sarah  Elizabeth,  b.  1811 ;  m.  Andrew  B.  Kidder. 

MaryTapley,         „  1813;  d.   1833. 

Martha,  „  1815. 

Nathan,  „  1818  ;  m.  Mary  Jane  Fitz. 

Marcellus,  „  1820 ;  d.   1822. 

Hannah  Johnson,  „  1822 ;  m.  Dr.  Chauncey  Booth. 

Daniel,  „  1825 ;  d.   1825. 

Francis,  „  1827  ;  grad.  H.  C,  1849. 

Joseph  Tupts  m.  Helen  Whittemore,  and  had  — 
Joseph  Binford,  grad.  H.  C,  1849. 

Helen  Emily,  m.  Theodore  Buckman. 
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232  WilUam  Whittemare,     b.  1830. 

233  Benjamin,  „  1833 ;  d.  young. 

1 10-174  Bbrnajud  Tufts  m.  Lucinda  Tufts  ^No.  203),  and  had  — 

174-234  Joseph  Bernard,  hves  in  Billerica. 

235  Edmund. 

236  Alfred,  b.  c.  1887. 

110-176  Asa  Turre  m.  Mary  Ann  Tufts  (No.  204),  and  had  — 

175-237  Harriett,  m.  Mr.  Holbrodk. 

238  Mary  Ann. 

239  Elizabeth. 

240  Caroline. 

241  Lucy. 

242  Mercy. 

243  Abby. 

244  Henry  Clay. 

245  Alice. 

Tbo  (bllowing  branches  I  hsTe  not  been  able  to  locate  antborltatiTely ;  bat  thote  maiked  vitb 
(B)  rest  upon  the  decisions  of  Dr.  Bootho,  whose  large  collectioa  d  genealogical  un^ttetti** 
lating  to  this  family  has  been  a  Tery  great  aid  to  me. 

246  Jame9  Tufts  is  said  (B)  to  have  been  a  son  of  Peter  (No.  1); 

m.  Mary  Dill,  Sept.  4,  1729.  He  is  supposed  to  have  beea 
killed  by  the  Indians,  as  an  old  family  tradition  reports.  He 
had — 

246-247    James  Tufts,  who  m.,  1st,  Phcbe  Woods,  of  Qroton,  and  had— 

a.  Andrew,      b.  Oct   11,  1748  ;  d.  Oct  25,  1752. 

b,  Nathaniel,     „  1746  ;  „  March  20,  1752. 

From  him  may  have  been  descended — 

248  James  Tufts,  jun.,  who  m.  Tabitha  Binford,  Apr.  19,  1767, 

who  d.  Oct  25,  1766,  aged  67.    Children :  — 

248-249  Mary        b.  Nov.  21,  1752. 

250  Abigail,    „  Jan.     5,  1758. 

251  Daniel,      „  Mar.  30,  1769. 

252  Abigail,    „  J^Uy  24,  1761. 

253  Mercy,      „  Sept  21,  1765. 

He  d.  June  12,  1769,  aged  67. 

Peter  Tupts  (No.  2)  is  said  to  have  had  (B)  two  children  be- 
sides those  previously  recorded :  — 
2-254     Samuel,    b.'1709. 
255     William,  „  1713. 

2-254  Samuel  Tupts  m. . —,  and  had  — 

254-256    Anna,  b.  1744. 

2-255  William  Tufts  m.,  1st,  Catherine  Wyman,  who  d.  1749 ;  and 

had  — 

b.  Mar.  31.  1734. 
„  Mar.  27,  1736. 
„  Jan.  10,  1747. 
„  Dec.    4,  1748. 


255-256(1  Catharine, 

257  William, 

258  George, 

259  Grimes, 
259i  Uriah. 

He  m.,  2d,  Mary  Francis,  Feb.  8,  1750,  and  had  — 

260  Mary,       b.  Apr,  25,  1751. 

261  Samuel,    „  Aug.  19,  1752. 

262  Lucy,       „  Apr.  21,  1754 ;  m.  Thomas  Pritchard. 
262i  Francis,  „  Francis. 

268    David,      „  June  30,  1758. 
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265-267 

267  a. 
b. 
e, 

267<<. 

267<<.-268 
269 
270 
271 
272 
273 
274 
275 


264  Sarah,      b.  Jan.   14,  1760. 

265  David,      „  June  17,  1763. 

266  Richard,  „  Nov.,       1765. 
266a.  Moses. 

2265.  Aaron. 

He  d.  Oct.  29.  1783. 

Samuel  Tufis  m.  Margaret  Hodgkins,  who  d.  Aug.  7,  1793. 

He  d.  Nov.  29,  1816,  and  had  — 
Margaret,  b.  1779 ;  m.  Samuel  Swan,  jun. 

Saroud,    „  1784;  d.   1821. 

William,  „  Mar.  21,  1787. 

John  Tuftb  m.  Sarah ,  and  had  — 

William,      b.  Sept.   4,  1727. 

„  Mar.  29,  1729. 

„  May  16,  1731. 

„  Nov.   9,  1733. 

„  May  ^4,  1736  ;  d.  June,  26,  1738. 

„  Nov.   3,  1738^;  „  Aug.  12,  1739. 

„  Aug.  12,  1740. 

„  Feb.  12,  1743. 


276 

276-276a. 
6. 
c. 

276<2. 

276rf.-276«. 
276/. 

276/.-277 
278 
279 
280 
281 
282 


283-284 
286 
286 


287 
288 
289 

290 

290-291 
292 
293 
294 
296 
296 

297 


John, 

Ichabod, 

Ebenezer, 

Sarah, 

James, 

Sarah, 

Bamaby, 

Ichabod   Tufts,  m.  Rebecca  Francis,  May  17,   1763,  and 

had  — 
John. 
Samuel. 
Rebecca. 

Ebbnezeb  Tufts  m.  Rachel  Whitmore,  Feb.  17,  1731,  and 

had  — 
Rachel,  b.  Mar.  21,  1732. 

William  Tupts,  jun.,  m.  Catharine  Tufts,  Jan.  10,  1760.    He 

had  — 

Ebenezer,  b.  July  20,  1753  ;  d.  Sept  30,  1760. 

Eunice,  „  Oct     2,  1 756. 

Zachariah,  „  Bee.  16,  1769. 

Ebenezer,  „  Apr.  19,  1761. 

WilUam,  „  Aug.  24,  1762. 

Eliakim,  „  Sept    4,  1767. 

William  Tufts,  3d,  m.  Rebecca  Tufts,  Feb.  16, 1763 ;  and  d. 
Oct  24,  1776.    He  had  — 

Rebecca,      b.  July    1,  1754  ;  m. Manning. 

William,      „  May  20,  1756 ;  d.  young. 

WiUiam,       „  Jan.  11,  1758. 

Abigail,        „  May    9,  1760. 

Lucy,  „  Nov.  19,  1762  ;  „  Aug,  28,  1767. 

Lydia, .        „  June  26,  1765. 

John,  „  Apr.    2,  1768. 

William  Tufts,  4th,  m.  Susanna .    He  died  Apr.  27, 

1782,  leaving  — 

Nathan,  b.  May  16,  1754. 

Susanna,  „  Mar.  28,  1756. 

Elinor,  „  July  20,  1759. 

Abigail,  „  May    8,  1760. 

Aaron,  „  Dec.  18,  1761. 

William,  „  Aug.  20,  1764. 

Jambs  Tufts  m.  Phebe ,  and  had  — 
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304-305 
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331 
332 

333 
333-334 

335 

336-336 
337 
338 
339 
340 

341 

341-342 
343 
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Nathan,        b.  May    2,  1740. 
Andrew,       „  Oct.     9,  1748. 

Gebshom  Tuns  m.  Mary ,  and  had — 

Gershom,  b.  Oct.  2,  1754. 
Susanna,  „  Dec  9,  1756. 
Richard,      „  Sept  25,  1758. 

Peteb  Tupts  (possibly  38)  m.  Deborah ,  and  had— 

SJ        b.  Apr.  20.  1721. 

Abigail,  „  Oct.     6,  1723. 

Aaron,  „  July,  12,  1726. 

Ebenezeb  Tupts  (probably  No.  267)  m.  Abigail ,aiid 

had  — 
Ebenezer,  b.  Dec  16,  1761. 
Sarah,        „  June    1,  1765. 
Ruth,         „  Dec  30,  1766. 

Jonathan  Tufts  m.  Elizabeth ,  and  had  — 

Jonathan,  b.  May  6,  1764. 
Eleazer,  „  Sept.  28,  1767. 
Charles,  „  May  3,  1770. 
Amos,        „  Dec  12,  1784. 

Isaac  Tufts  m.  Martha ,  and  had  — 

Martha,  b.  Axir.  20,  1770. 

Isaac,  „  Dec.  14,  1771. 

Lydia  Hall,     „  Aug.  28,  1773. 
Seth,   .  „  Sept  14,  1774. 

Lydia  Hall,     „  July    9,  1778. 

Moses  Tufts  m.  Phebe  Thompson,  May  7f  1767»  and  had— 

Moses,         b.  June    8,  1771. 

Catharine,    „  July  17,  1775. 

Rhoda,  d.  Sept  14,  1773. 

Jacob  Tupts  m.  Ruth  Binford,  May  27, 1790,  and  had  — 
Jacob,         b.  Mar.    5,  1791. 
Andrew,     „  Feb.  21,  1794. 
Esther,       „  Sept    7,  1796. 
Thomas,     „  Sept  29.  1799. 

Benjamin  Tufts  m.  Elizabeth ,  and  had  — 

EUzabeth,  b.  Feb.  21,  1780. 

Benjamin  Tufts,  jun.,  m.  Hannah  Turner,  May  17t  1796,  and 

had  — 

Benjamin,  b.  Apr.    9,  1797. 

Hannah,  „  May  26,  1801. 

Richard,  „  Mar.    5,  1804. 

Emily,  „  Apr.  16,  1806. 

Andrew,  „  Oct   14,  1808. 

Nathan  Tupts,  jun.,  m.  Sarah  Trcfray,  Feb.  22,  177G,  and 

had  — 
Sarah,  b.  Apr.    9,  1780. 

Nathan,  ,.  Jan.  19,  1784. 
Elizabeth,     „  May  20,  1785. 

Same  as  No.  291. 

Joseph  Tufts  m.  Esther ,  and  had  — 
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345-346  Jofleph,  b.  Jan.  24, 1781. 

347  Esther,  „  Not.  21,  1782. 

348  Rebecca,  „  Feb.    6,  1785. 

349  Lucy,  „  July  20,  1787. 

350  Ckrtton,  „  Feb.    1,  1790. 

351  Oborob  Tufts  m.  Elizabeth ,  and  had — 

.    351-352  Elizabeth,  b.  Sept  14,  1776. 

353  John,  „  Oct  30,  1778. 

354  Call,  „  Oct  30,  1781. 

355  Jaxbs  Tupts,  jun.,  m.  Elizabeth ,  and  had  -^ 

355-356  Mary,        b.  Sept  18.  1775. 

357  James,        „  Feb.  25,  1777. 

358  Elizabeth,  „  Jan.     5.  1779. 

359  Lucretia,    „  Oct  14,  1780. 

360  Mercy,        „  Aug.   9,  1782. 

361  Sarah,        „  Aug.    1,  1785. 

362  Elias,  „  Jan.  30,  1787. 

104-144  DAjnsL  Tufib  m.  Martha  Bradshaw,  and  had  — 

144-363    Martha,  m.  Thatcher  Magoun. 

364  Abby,  „  Dr.  John  NeOson. 

This  flunilr  difEsn  fhmi  the  (me  prvrlooaly  inftrted  fh)m  nj  own  M8^ 
and  is  here  giTen  on  the  aathori^  of  Dr.  Booth.    It  !■  proMUj  oocreot 

365  Mary,  dau.  of  Hannah  Tufts,  b.  May  2,  1759. 

366    ,  a  son  „        „  „     „  Jan.  6,  1761. 

367  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Phebe  Tufts,  b.  Jan.  2, 1 760 ;  d.  July  23, 1 760^ 

368  James  Tufts  m.  Ruth ,  who  d.  Nor.  26,  1721/  aged  39) 

and  had  — 
368-369    Susanna,       b.  1716 ;  d.  July    8,  1739. 

370  Grimes,        „  Jan.,  1721 ;  „  Nov.  28,  1721. 

371  Ruth,  „  1730;  „  Apr.  27,  1736. 

He  waa  probably  &Uier  of  William  (255),  and  mdm  aa  Jaaiei  (2l7). 


Marriage»  and  ieatht  not  previously  rtcorded, 

Feb.  26,  1729.  Elizabeth  Tufts,  m.  John  Foskit 

Feb.  17,  1731.  Elizabeth  „  „  Jonathan  Hall. 

Feb.  17.  1732.  Ebenezer  „  „  Rachel  \<1iitmore. 

May  18,  1767.  Ruth  „  „  Thomas  Binford. 

Nov.    1,  1770.  Lydia  „  „  Daniel  Wiswall,  of  Cambridge. 

May  14,  1772.  Hannah  „  „  Watts  Turner. 

Dec  17,  1772.  Mercy  „  „  Isaac  Greenleaf. 

Mar.,        1774.  Rebecca  „  „  ThomsJ  Manning. 

Dec.  21,  1775.  Anna  „  „  Abel  Richardson. 

Mar.  26,  1776.  Eunice  „  „  Joseph  Trask,  of  Boston, 

Nov.  14,  1776.  Rebecca  „  „  Aaron  Blanchard. 

Aug.  21,  1777.  Elizabeth  „  „  Daniel  Swan. 

Nov.    3,  1777.  Mary  „  „  Daniel  Ckdlins,  of  Qlouoester. 

Nov.  20,  1777.  Lucy  „  ,.  Benjamin  Hall,  jun. 

Nov.  25,  1777.  Mary  „  n  Richard  Clark,  of  Watertown. 

Feb.     5,  1778.  Eleanor  ,*  »  Isaac  Green,  of  Lexington. 

May  19,  1778.  John  „  >,  Elizabeth  Perry,  of  Cambridge. 

May  11,  1779.  Benjamin  »,  »  Lydia  Francis. 

Nov.  24,  1779.  Abigail  „  „  Joshua  Symonds,  jun. 

May  23,  1781.  Sarah  »»  »>  Asa  Richardson,  of  BiUerica. 

Mar.  31,  1783.  Abigail  „  m  Joseph  Tufts,  of  Charlestown. 
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» 

Jan.     4,  1782.  William                           Tufts,  d.,  aged  24. 

Apr.  80,  1779.  Mary                                      „     „     „    67. 

Har.  16,  1806.  Tabitha  )  wi&  of  James  T.    „     „     „    82. 

Not.    6t  1786.  James    >                               „     „     „    62. 

1  TURELL,  DANIEL,  the  ancestor  of  the  Medford  line,  came  from 

Instow,  CO.  Devon,  a  place  between  Barnstable  and  Bideford ; 
was  a  captain  at  Boston,  1646 ;  and.  d.  Jan.  23, 1699.    He  m. 

Lydia ,  who  d.  1658 ;  when  he  m.  Mary,  widow  of  John 

BarreU,  and  dau.  of  Elder  William  Colbum ;  and  had  — 


1-  2 
3 

4 

Daniel, 
Joseph, 
Samuel, 

b.  16, 6  mo.,  1646. 
„  Dec.  27,  1653. 
„  June  14,  1659. 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

Lydia, 
Colboume, 
Sarah,        ) 
Elizabeth,;; 
Benjamin, 

„  Nov.  30,  1660. 
„  Dec     4,  1662. 

„  Oct    14,  1663. 

„  June  24,  1665. 

William  Titeell,  of  Boston,  is  thought  to  have  been  the 
brother  of  the  above-mentioned  Daniel ;  and,  as  •*  Farmer's 
Register  "  countenances  the  supposition,  I  insert  ^e  record  of 
his  children.    He  m.  Rebecca ,  and  had  — 

Rebecca,  b.  Dec.  26,  1655. 

William,  „  Mar.  16,  1657. 

1-  2  Daniel  Tubell,  jun.,  m.  Anne ,  and  ha^  — 

2-10  Mary,  b.  Apr.     4,  1672. 

11  Anna,  „  Mar.   31,  1674. 

12  Lydia,  „  Jan.    17,  1678. 

13  John,  „  Apr.    18,  1693. 

14  Humphrey,   „ 'Sqjt.  22,1696. 

1-  3  Joseph  Tueell  m.  Sarah  ,  who  d.,  perhaps,  Jan.  15,' 1728, 

aged  68 ;  and  had  — 
8-15    Sarah,  b.  Oct    31,  1679i 

16  Humphrey,    „  May    21,  1661. 

1-  4  Samuel  Tueell  m.  Lydi*,  dau.  of  Anthony  Stoddard,  and  had  — 

-^  c Whittemore,  and  had  Da- 

4-164  Mary,  m.  J  ^^  ^^  SamueL 

17  John,        b.July    3,1687. 

18  Christian,  „  Dec.  17»  1^88 ;   „  Samuel  Bass. 
181  Lydia,  »»  Cornelius  Thayer. 

19  Ebenezer,  „  FeK    ^f  1702. 

4-19  Eeenezee  TujiEjx^  the  minister,  grad.  1721 ;  studied  with  Rev. 
Benjamin  CoZman ;  settled  at  M.,  1724,  where  he  d.,  Dec.  8, 
1778.  H«  A*>  1st,  Jane  Colman,  Aug.  11,  1726,  who  d.  Mar. 
26, 1735 ;  fr^en  he  m.,  2d,  Oct.  23,  ^35,  Lucy,  dau.  of  Adding- 
ton  Davmport,  who  d.  May  17,  1759,  aged  45.  He  m.,  3d, 
Aug.  21. 1760,  Jane,  d.  of  Wm.  PeppereU,  of  Kittery  (whohad  m. 
twice  ^fore;  viz.,  1st,  Benjamin  Clark;  and,  2d,  Wm.  Tyler), 
who  d.  Feb.  6, 1765.  He  had  issue  only  by  his  first  wife ;  viz.,  — 
19-20    Samuel,  b.  Feb.     2,  1729 ;  d.  Oct.  8,  1736. 

204  Clark-Thomas,  bapt  Aug.  18,  1728;  „  young. 
And  two  children  who  d.  infiEmtB. 


Q(^^^tl^    irrQcUij'cl  e^'^V 
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4-18         CHBUTiAif  TuBBLL  xh.,  Ist,  Samuel  Baas ;  2d,  John  Annstrongi 

21  Joseph  Tusbll,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  connn  of  Ber. 

Ebenezer  T.,  m.,  Ist,  a  dau.  of  John  AtIs,  and  had  — 
21-22    Joseph,      b.  1750. 

23  Elizabeth,  „  1756 ;  m. Noyes. 

24  Samuel,      „  1757. 

He  m.,  2d,  Mary  Morey,  of  Roxbury,  and  had  — 

25  A  daiu,  m.  Ed.  Gray;  oh.  were  Mrs.  Fales,  Edward  Gray,  John 

Gray,  and  the  late  F.  T.  Gray. 

21-22         Joseph  Tubell,  Inn.,  m. ,  and  had  two  sons,  GhsrkB 

and  John ;  of  whom  Charles  had  several  children,  one  of  whom, 
Garland,  is  a  resident  of  Boston. 


1         USHER,  HEZEKIAH,  was  a  prominent  merchant  of  Boston,  and 

in  his  will,  dated  March  11,  1676,  mentions  children :  — 
l^  ^    Hezekiah,  b.  June,       1639. 

8   Elizabeth,  m.  Hezekiah  Browne. 

*    5ohn,  „  Apr.  27,  1648. 

5  Huinah,  „  Peter  Butler. 

6  Sarti^,  „  Jonathan  Tyng. 

His  second  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  dau.  of  Rev.  Zaohary  Symmes, 
by  whom  he  had  — 

7  Zachariai^,  b.  Dec  26,  1654. 

He  m.,  1*1,  Mary  (Butler  ?).    His  brothers  and  sisters  were  — 

8  Samuel,       •       who  never  came  to  this  country. 

9  RoBEBT,  of  Conn. 

10  Elizabeth,         m.  John  Harwood,  of.  London. 

11    »  >,  Robert  Rdph,  of  Twitts,  Eng. 

12    ,  »,  Robert  Alfery,  of  Mayfield,  Eng. 

9  Robert  Usher  was  (,f  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  had  — 

9-13    Robert 
14    Elizabeth. 

1-  2  Hezekiah  Usher  m.  Francps,  dau.  of  Lady  Alice  Lisle,  who  d. 

May  25,  1723.     She  was  the  \^idow  of  Dr.  Leonard  Hoar,  third 
Pres.  H.  C,  who  d.  Nov.  2R,  1675.    By  her  Hezekiah  Usher 
had  — 
2-15    Hezekiah,  b.    6,    4mo.,  1639. 

16  John,  „  11,    7„     1643  ;  d.  lOmo.,  1645. 

17  Elizabeth,  „     1,  12  „     1645. 

He  d.  July  11,  1697,  probably  withon  surviving  issue. 

1-  4  John  Usher  m^,  Ist,  EUzabeth,  dau.  of  Peter  Sidgett,  and  had  by 

her  — 

4-18    Elizabeth,  b.  June  18,  1669 ;  m.  J  ?'  /^^!f»  Sept  15, 1686  ;  and 

19  Jane,  „  Mar.    2,  1678. 

He  m.,  2d,  Elizabeth  Allen,  and  had  — 

20  John,         b.  1699. 

21  Frances,  m.  Joseph  Parsons. 

22  Hezekiah. 

23  Elizabeth,  ,,   Stephen  Harris. 

He  was  a  Mandamus  Coimcillor,  and  Lieut -Governor  of  New 
Hampshire.  He  moved  to  Medford,  and  d.  there  Sent-  5 
1726.  ^       ' 
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9-18 
13-24 
26 

4-20 


KoBERT  XJsHBB  WHS  of  DunstaUa    He  m. ,  and  had — 

John,    b.  May  31,  1696. 

Robert,  „  June,       1700 ;  killed  in  «<  LoveweU's  Fight" 


John  Usheb,  jun.,  H.  C.  1719,  was  a  minister,  and  d.  Apr.  30, 
1775,  leaving  a  son,  — 
20-26    John,  b.  1723  ;  d.  July,  1804,  minister  at  Bristol. 
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John  XJbheb,  of  Dunstable,  m. 
John,        b.  May     2,  1728.   ' 
Robert,      „  Apr.    9,  1730. 
Rachel*     „  1732. 

Habijah,    „  Aug.   8,  1734 ;   „ 


-,  and  had  - 


,  who  d.  Oct  19,  1791. 

Robert  XJbheb  m. ,  and  moved  to  Medfbrd«  where  he  d. 

Oct  13,  1793.    He  had  T- 
Eleazer,  b.  1770. 

Eleazbb  XJbheb,  of  Medford,  m.  Fanny  Bucknam,  who  d.  Dec. 
23,  "1848.    He  d.  Apr.  9,  1852.    Children :  — 
b.  Sept   5,  1800. 

m.  John  Wade. 

„   IstW.Grifin;  2d, W.Smith. 


John  O., 
Sarah  B., 
Fanny, 
Mary  Ann, 
Lydia  C, 
Nancy  A., 
Eleazer, 
James  1^., 
Leonard  B. 
Henry  W., 
Roland  G., 


Aug.  25,  1810. 
,  Nov.  12,  1814. 

Mar.    3,  1817. 

Nov.,  1819. 
,  Jan.    6,  1823. 


Ist,  Fr.  Wade ;  24,  A.  Hulin. 
Arley  Plum-ne^r. 
Charles  Philbrick. 


John  G.  Usher  m.  Mary  C.  George,  of  Haverhill,  who  was  b. 

Mar.  21,  1803 ;  and  has  — 
Helen  M.,  b.  Mar.  17,  1828. 

Eleazer  TJbher  m.  Jane  K.  Hartwell,  Apr.  6,  1840,  b.  Sept  10, 

1820.    Children :  — 
Charles  N.,     b.  Sept  20,  1841. 
George  H.,      „  Jan.  25,  1844. 
Pamelia  A.,     „  Sept  17,  1846 ;  d.  Nov.  9, 1848. 
Warren  H.,     „  Aug.  18,  1848. 
John  G.,  „  Aug.  27,  1853. 

James  M.  XJsher  m.  Pamelia  Pray,  June  11, 1833,  and  has — 
James  F.,    b.  Oct     1,  1839. 
Roland  G.,  „  Sftpt  11,  1843. 
Mary  F.,      „  July  12,  1850. 

Leonard  B.  XJsher,  b.  Mar.  3,  1817 ;  m..  May  11, 1843,  Lydia  M. 

Jacobs,  who  was  b.  July  24,  1819;  and  had — 
George  L.,      b.  May    15,  1844  ;  d.  Aug.  26,  1844. 
Frederic  W.,  „  Oct      5,  1847. 
Fannie  E.,       „  Nov.  22,  1850. 
Leonard  B.,     „  Jan.   21,  1852  ;  „  Aug.  23,  1852. 

Henrt  W.  XJsher  m.  Deborah  Cook,  and  has  — 

EllaG. 

James  L. 

Horace  H. 

Arthur  H. 
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31-42  RoL^XD  G.  UsHBB  m.  Caroline  M.  Mudge,  Jan.  6f  1844,  and  had — 

42-60  Caroline  A.,    b.  Dec     5,  1847 ;  d.  Nov.,  1848. 

61  Abbott  L.,       „  Aug.  19,  1849  ;  „  Nov.  13,  1854. 

62  Ed^^-ardP.,      „  Nov.  19,  1851. 

63  Caroline  M.,    „  Biar.  28,  1856. 


1  WADE,  JONATHAN,  vas  one  of  the  early  aetUers  at  Ipswich, 
where  he  was  freeman,  1634.  His  second  wife  waa  Mia.  DoroCfaj 
Buckley,  whom  he  m.  Dec.  9,  1660 ;  and  his  third  wife,  Su- 
sannah   ,  d.  Nov.  29,  1678.    He  had  two  broa.,  Nathanid 

and  Thomas.    He  d.  Dec.,  1683,  leaving  — 

1-  2    Jonathan,  b.  1637. 

3  Nathaniel 

4  Thomas. 

5  Prudence.  -UJ^^S^C^* 

6  Susannah,  „  William  Symoncb. 

7  Elirabeth,  „  Elihu  Wardwell. 

1-  2         JoNATSAJf  Wadb,  jun.,  m.  Deborahs  dau.  of  Hon.  Tlioa.  Dudley, 
who  d.  Nov.  1,  1683,  aged  39.    He  had  by  her  — 

2-  8    Dudley,     b.  Oct.   18,  1683. 

He  IE.,  2d,  Elizabeth ,  by  whom  he  had  — 

Elizabeth,  b.  1687. 

Dorothy,    .,  Feb,  17,  1689. 

He  d.  Nov.  24,  1689. 

1-  3  Nathaniel  Wadb  m.  Mercy  Bradstreet,  Oct  31,  1672 ;  and  d. 

Nov.  28,  1707.    His  widow  d.  Oct.  5, 17l5,  aged  68.    His  chfl- 
dren  were  — 

3-  9    Nathaniel,  b.  July  13,  1673. 

t  IZ1,}"^P^-    9,  1676;  d.  young. 

10  Mercy,       „  Sept.  19,  1678  ;  m.  John  Bradstreet,  Oct  9,  1698. 

11  Jonathan,  „  Mar.    5,  1681. 

12  Samu9l,      „  Dec.  31,  1683. 

13  Anne,         „  Oct     7,  1685. 

14  Dorothy,    „  Mar.  12,  1687 ;    „  Jona.  Willis,  Oct  17,  1706. 

1-  4  Thoikas  Wade,  of  Ipswich,  m.  Elizabeth  Cogswell,  1670 ;  and  d. 

Oct.  4,  1696,  leaving  — 
4-15    Jonathan. 

16  Thomas. 

16i  John,  minister  at  Berwick ;  H.C.  1693. 

17  NathanieL 

18  William,  killed  at  sea,  Apr.  3,  1697. 

3-1 1  JoxATHAN  Wade  m.  Mary ,  and  had  — 

11-19     Mercy,    b.  Apr,     8,  1704. 
20     Nathan,  „  Feb.  22,  1706. 

3-12  Samuel  Wade  m.  Lydia  Newhall,  Oct  17,  1706.    He  d.  Dec  9, 
1738,  leaving—  • 

12-21  Lydia,        b.  Sept  10,  1707. 

22  Sarah,         „  Jan.  18,  1709. 

23  Dorothy,     „  Feb.  22,  1711. 

24  Rebecca,     „  Jan.  28,  1713  ;  m.  Z.  Poole,  of  Read.,  Sept,  18, 1730. 

25  Samuel,      „  Apr.  21,  1715. 

26  Nathaniel,  „  Feb.  20,  1720. 

27  Simon,        „  Mar.  28,  1725. 

28  Eliziibeth,   „  May  18,  1729. 
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281         Samubl  Wadb  m. ,  and  had  — 

281-29    James,     b.  June,       1750. 
30    Edward,  „  June    7,  1746. 

A  dau.  m.  Mr.  Dexter. 

>f  »i     f.    Barker. 

tf  »»     »»    Weeden. 


31    John. 


•  Wadb  m. 


,  and  had  — 


28i-29 

29-32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

281-30 
30-41 
42 
43 
44 
46 
46 
47 

29-35 
35-48 
49 
50 

29-36 
36-51 
52 
53 
54 
55 

29-37 
37-551 
56 
57 

29-38    , 
38-58 
59 
60 

29-39 
39-61 
62 

29-40 
40-63 
/     64 

30-41 
41-65 


Jambs  Wadb  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Bev.  Edward  Upham,  of  Nevrport, 

and  had  by  her  — 
Martha,  m.  Wm.  Brigden,  of  Windsor,  Wis. 

Nancy  B.,  „  John  Pickett. 

Mary.  „  William  Bettis. 

James. 
Samuel. 
Theodore  L. 
Charles  H. 
Benjamin  F. 
Edward. 

Edwabd  Wadb  m.  Bebecca  Hamden,  June  10, 1770,  and  had  — 

Edward,  b.  Mar.  5,  1780. 

Fitch,  unm. 

Henry.  „ 

Bebecca,  m.  Major  John  Wade. 

Lucy,  „  Stephen  Waitt,  of  Maiden. 

Pamelia,  „  Daniel  Waitt,    „        „ 

Susan,  „   1st,  Ezra  Green ;  2d,  £b.  Townsend. 

Jambs  Wadb  m.  Sarah  Mulford,  and  has  — 
Ezekiel  M.,  b.  Not.  14,  1814. 
James,  „  Jan.  28,  1824. 

Edward,       „  Oct.,        1829. 

Samuel  Wade  m.  Emily  Caldwell,  and  had  — 

Sidney,  d.   1850. 

Caroline  T.,  b.  July    6,  1822 ;  m.  Philander  Warren. 

Gertrude,     „  Jan.     2,  1825. 

Thalia,  „  Jan.   13,  1833. 

Edward, 3d,,,  Feb.  12,  1838. 

Theodore  L.  Wadb  m.  Augusta  Bettes,  and  has  — 
Ellen,  b.  July  26,  1836. 

Sedgwick  M.,  „  Oct  28,  1838. 
Marcia,  „  Oct     4,  1840. 

Ckables  H.  Wadb  m.  Juliet  Spear,  and  has  — 
Benjamin  F.,  b.  May    3,  1832. 
Decius  S.,        „  Jan.  23,  1835. 
Luda  A.,         „  May  30,  1846. 

Benjamin  F.  Wadb  m.  Caroline  Bosencrans,  and  had  — 
James  Wade,  3d,  b.  1843. 

Henry,  „  Aug.,  1845. 

Edwabd  Wade  m.  Sarah  Louisa  Atkins,  and  has  — 
William  O.,    b.  Sept    4,  1837. 
Sarah  F.,         „  Mar.  15,  1840. 

Edwabd  Wade  m.  Nancy  Hoskins,  Oct  26,  1814 ;  and  d.  Nov. 

27,  1836,  leaving  — 
Fitch. 
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67    Wiiahrtht  

6S    Manba,  ••  AIM  Wt^k^ 


a»rir><»Ho»bwniitnilWtfc»liitll HaJI,«^li«owfc 


*' Alao  Che  body  or  Dadky  Wais,  m  «f  aii  JMBlkM  Wads,  ] 

*"  Ako  Che  bodj  of  Dorothy  WMle.  daoghtar  of  the  aM  JoMtte»  Wadt,  1 

••AMmmbcCh  irMle.hblMlwife,«tM«aeborathe7th«f  Vebrany,! 

the  Booth  «r  Jane,  l«n.'*    (Thb  iMt  date  «ae  M7S.] 

[Here  foUow*  the  plaee  for  two  aaaea,  illiglila.] 
**  Here  llee  fa  terre4  the  body  «riln.naabeth  Wade,  da^htar  of  thai 

Wade,  bqafae,  and  Mxa.  EBmbeCh,  hte  wif^  who  defaited  thle  H*  Aqguat  19, 1111,aca«ai 

Prudence    Wade  m.  Thomas  Swan,  of  Baxhary^  Sept.  27. 1691 
AbigaJ  ,,     n   Bev.  Thomas  Goas,  of  Bostcnit  Dee.  S,  1741. 

John  M     „   Elisabeth  Poole,  Jan.  22,  1766. 

31ajor  Samuel  „    d.  Not.  28,  1707. 
Mercy,  wife  of  same,,  Oct.  6,  1715,  aged  68. 


1  WAIT,  PETER,  had  by  wife  Sarah,  who  d.  Aug.  16,  1717,  — 

1-  2    Sarah,  b.  Jan.  15,  1714. 
3    Mercy,,,  Apr.  28,  1716. 


1  WARREN,  ISAAC,  m.,  Ist,  Ruth  Hall,  Nov.  19,  1741,  who  d. 

Oct.  14,  1749 ;  by  whom  he  had  — 

1-  2    Isaac,         b.  Dec  13,  1745. 

3  Abigail,     „  June  22,  1748. 

And,  2d,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Samuel  Reeves,  Oct.  3,  1764,  who 
d.  Mar.  11,  1791 ;  and  had  — 

4  Thomas,    b.  Dec.  19,  1755. 

5  Elizabeth,  „  Nov.    8,  1757. 

He  d.  Nov,  22,  1794.  aged  80. 

1-  2  Isaac  Waeeen  m.  Elizabeth ,  and  had  — 

2-  6    Isaac,   b.  Aug.  9,  1787. 

7  Amos,  „  1789. 

8  George  W.,  Mayor  of  Charlestown. 


1  WEBER,  BENJAMIN,  m.  Susanna  Whitmore,  Sept  6,  1727, 

and  had  — 

1-  2  Susanna,    b.  Mar.  21,  1728. 

3  Martha,      „  Aug.   2,  1729. 

4  Benjamin,  „  Feb.  14,  1731. 

5  John  „  Dec.    5.  1732. 

He  d.  July  27,  1732,  aged  34. 

6  JosiAH  Wbbbb  m.  Elizabeth ,  and  had  — 

6-  7  Elizabeth,  b.  July  27,  1744. 

8  Josiah,        „  Oct  26,  1745. 

9  Benjamin,  „  June  15,  1748. 

10  James  Webbb  m.  Susanna ,  and  had  — 

10-11  James,        b.  Apr.  27,  1754. 
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12         Jaices  Webbb  m.  Sarah ,  and  had  — 

12-13    Sarah,        b.  Aug.  19,  1758. 
14    Mary,         „  May    9,  1760. 

Jonathan  Weber  m.  Mary  Whitmore,  Aug.  19, 1725 ;  and  d.  Oct 
16,  1730,  aged  28. 

James  Weber  d.  Mar.  19,  1729,  aged  64 ;  probably  &ther  of  Jona- 
than, James,  Benjamin,  and  Nathan. 

Nathan  Weber  d.  Oct.  15,  1739,  ag^  35. 

Mary         „     m.  Joseph  White,  of  Lexingtoxv,  Jan.  1, 1735. 


WHITMORE,  FRANCIS,  b.  1625 ;  m.  Isabd,  dan.  of  Richard 
Parke,  of  Cambridge,  who  is  believed  to  have  been  son  of  Henry 
Parke,  a  merchant  of  London,    By  his  first  idfe^  who  d.  Mar. 
31,  1665,  he  had  — 
-*  2    Elizabeth,  b.  May    2,  1649  ;  m.  Daniel  Markham. 

3  Francis,     „  Oct  12,  1650;  remoy.to  Middlet.,Ct,andleftheu8. 

4  John,         „  Oct.     1,  1654. 

6    Samuel,     „  May    1,  1658 ;      „       „  Lexington,  mm        t* 

6  Abigail,     „  July    3,  1660 ;  m. Wilcox. 

7  Sarah,       „  Mar.    7,  1662 ;   ^  William  Locke. 

He  m.,  2d,^argaret  Harty,  Nov.  10, 1666,  who  d.  Mar.  1, 1686 ; 
and  had  — 

8  Margaret,  b.  Sept.   9,  1668 ;  m.  Thomas  Carter. 

9  Frances,     „  Mar.    3,  1671 ;   „  Jonathan  Tompson. 

10  Thomas,     „  1673;  lived  in  Killingly,  Ct,  and  had  issue. 

11  Joseph,       „  c.  1675;     „    „  Woburn,  „         » 


The  aBrliett  mantioined  person  by  the  mme  of  Whitmore  I  hate  yet  met 
with  !■  John  af  Stamford,  who  wu  Uving  in  Wetherefleld  in  1688.  He  wm 
killed  by  the  Indians  in  1618,  leaTing  »  son,  John.  I  h*Te  some  reason  to 
suspect  thai  he  was  the  fkther  of  all  of  the  name  here,  and  that  the  (bllowing 
will  gire  about  the  record  of  his  children's  births :  — 

Thomas,  b.       1615 ;  the  ancestor  of  the  Wetmores. 
Ann,       „  (?)  1621 ;  m.  George  Farrar. 
Mary,      „  (?)  1623 ;   „  John  Brewer. 
71 
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Francis,  b.       1625;  of  Cambridge. 
John,       „  (?)  1627 ;  of  Stamford,  1650. 

Francis  Whitmoref  of  Cambridge,  owned  landi  there,  near  fbe  Plain;  naer 
Charies  Rirer,  by  the  Boston  line;  in  Oharieetoirn,  near  BOnottamie;  new 
Donbarke'i  Meadow;  and  aleo  in  Medfimi  and  Lexington.  EDi  honae  stood 
on  the  diriding  line  between  Cambridge  and  Lexington,  and  is  mentioned  in 
the  act  of  dinsion.  He  serred  in  the  Indian  warn,  under  Maiott  WiUard,  ts 
/  the  treasurers'  books  witness.    His  name,  with  his  wife's,  stands  on  a  petition 

in  ikvor  of  an  old  woman  charged  with  being  a  witch ;  hence  lie  can  hardlj 
hare  been  of  the  extreme  Puritan  party,  although  a  nmnber  of  tb»  church. 

1-  4  John  Whiticoiie  was  one  of  the  ecirly  settlers  in  Medford«  at  least 

at  the  period  when  the  records  commence.  He  m.,  1st,  Rachel, 
dau.  of  Francis  Eliot,  and  widow  of  John  Ponlter,  of  Cambridge. 
His  children  by  her  were  — 

*"}|    fSSj^^y    8.  ^«'8^m.  John  Elder. 
14    John,         „  Aiiff.  27,  1683. 

He  m.,  2d,  Bebecca  Cutter,  June  3,  1724 ;  and  d.  F^.  22, 1739. 

Dee.  24, 1680.  he.  with  John  HaU,  Thomas  Willis,  Stephen  Willis,  and  Ste- 
phen Prands,  dlTided  the  Collins  Parm  between  them ;  Caleb  Hobart  baring 
preriously  sold  John  W.  one^urth  of  this  estate.  In  addition  to  this  land, 
he  owned  the  house  shown  on  a  preosding  nage,  and  also  land  In  BiUeriea 
and  Charlestown.  He  was  in  serrice,  under  Misjor  Swayne.  against  the  Indtans 
at  Saco ;  and  his  wife  petitioned  the  General  Court  that  her  husiband  might 
be  restored  to  her  and  her  three  inHmt  children.  The  lidl  after  his  retun. 
he  was  en^piged  in  purchasing  lands  and  building  a  house.  His  ftmsnl 
sermon  was  by  Mr.  Tnrell,  from  Acts  zxi.  16. 


C&x  c  -i^^r  9^t^/:^»ier^ce 


4-12 

FaxNcis  \^ 

12-15 

Sarah, 

16 

Hannah, 

17 

Anna, 

18 

Eliot, 

19 

Rachel, 

20 

Mercy, 

21 

Elizabeth, 

Tkituore  m.,  1st,  Anna  Peirce,  Dec  7, 1699,  and  had  — 

b.  May    4,  1701. 

«,  Jan.  22,  1703 ;  d.  same  year. 

„  May     4,  1707. 

»  Mar.  13,  1710;    „  Mar.  16,  1713. 

>i  Apr.    1,  1712 ;  m.  Eben.  Tufts,  Feb.  17,  1731. 

n  Mar.  11,  1714. 

M  July  21,  1716;    "  Thos.  Fillebro\*Tie,  Mar.  30, 1732. 

His  wife  d.  Aug.  6, 1716.    His  2d  wife,  Mary ,  d.  Mar.  29, 

17G0.     He  d.  Feb.  6,  1771. 

He  WM  associated  in  biwlneiw  with  his  brother  John,  and  also  carried  on 
the  trade  of  a  tanner :  he  bought  land  of  Stephen  Willis,  to  be  used  as  a  tan- 
yard.  He  also  owned  land  near  Marbey  Brook,  besides  liis  property  in  Med- 
ford.  •     ^ 

4-14  John  Whitmobe  m.  Mary  Lane,  of  Bedford,  and  had  — 

14-22    Mary,        b.  July  17,  1707 ;  m.  i  H^  ^-  Weber.  Aug.  19,  1725. 

(  2d, White. 

23    Susanna,  „  Nov.  26,  1708  ;    „    5  l?,^  ^^i'  Weber,  Sept.  6, 1727. 


24  John,    „  Apr.  15,  1711. 

25  Francis,  „  Oct  4,  1714. 


i  2d, Page. 


26  Martha,     „  Apr.  22,  1716;    „   5  Jo^^  Skinner,  Dec.  22,   1743; 

*  1  and  d.  Mar.  6,  1780. 

27  William,   „  Dec.  19,  1725. 
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14-24 
24-28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
36 


14-26 
26-36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 


John  d.  Blar.  36, 1768.  Hk  widow  d.  Mar.  37,  1788,  M|«d  06.  Be  wm  at 
flnt  a  hoosewright,  bat  afterwards  went  into  boaineM  with  hia  brother.  He 
owned  maoh  property  In  Medibrd ;  and  his  oldest  son.  John,  haTing  remored 
to  Bedford,  he  resided  there  ehiefly  in  his  old  age,  and  was  so  liberal  a  bene- 
Iketor  to  the  chorch  as  to  be  menuoned  with  jpratttade  on  the  reeords.  His 
duighters  all  left  issue;  and  one  of  them,  Sosanna,  left  deseendants,  now 


daughters  all  left  issue;  and  one  of  them,  Susanna,  left  deaeett< 
Uring  in  Leziogton^by  the  name  of  Chandler,  who  sttll  wcsetTe  a 
of  tluir  ancestor.    The  flunily  of  Lane,  when  it  emigrated  from  England,  left 
propwty  there,  the  rents  of  which  were  paid  to  the  heirs,  John  whitmore's 


14-27 


nts  included,  untQ  wittiin  fifty  years,  when  the  heirs,  being  nam»- 

ions,  sold  the  estate,  and  diTided  it. 

John  Whitmose  m.  Martha  Lane,  of  Bedford,  and  had  ^ 
John,  b.  Oct  23,  1737 ;  d.  Aug.  29,  1743. 
Wflliam,  „  Mar.  17,  1739;  „  Sept  11,  1743. 
Ebenezer,  „  Jan.  1,  1741 ;  „  Aug.  24,  1743. 
Martha,  „  Sept  30,  1742 ;  „  Apr.  17,  1760. 
Mary,  „  May  2,  1744. 
Lucy,  „  Nov.  8,  1745 ;  „  Feb.  W,  1760. 
Susanna,  „  July  16,  1747 ;  „  Mar.  4,  1760. 
John,         „  June  18,  1749;  „  Feb.  21,  1760. 

He  d.  Oct.  26, 1748,  and  his  wift  remored  to  Conn.    He  was  a  leadhis  man 

in  Bedford,  being  selectman,  treasurer,  and  clerk.    The  town,  during  lus  liib, 

sent  no  lepresentatiTe. 

Fbanois  WHiTMoaB,  jun.,  m.  Mary  Hall,  Jan.  1,  1739,  and  had  — 
Stephen,    b.  Oct  21,  1739. 
Francis,  bap.  Aug.  16,  1741. 
b.  Sept    6,  1746. 

„  Dec.  26,  1760 ;  m.  Thomas  Blodgett,  of  Lexington. 
„  Nov.  27,  1762 ;    „  Elisha  Seavins. 
„  Nov.  26,  1764. 

„  Sept  14,  1767 ;   „  Thomas  Dinsmore. 
„  Oct.     2,1760. 

W.  was  engaged  in  business  in  Medford;  but  his  too  generous 

method  of  dealhig  embarrassed  his  afbirs ;  and  haying,  with  Rev.  lu.  Stone, 
purchased  a  township  on  the  Kennebec,  he  remored  thither  with  his  oldest 
son ,  Stephen .  He  was  engaged  in  shipping  masts  for  the  royal  nayy,  an  ooou- 
pation  which  gave  much  oQence  to  the  souatters  on  the  crown  lands.  He  d. 
Apr.  27, 1794;  and  his  wife  d.  Oct.  30,  im,  aged  79. 

William  WniTMoaB  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Brooks, 
Oct  1,  1747,  and  had  — 


William, 

Mary, 

Elizabeth, 

John, 

Susanna, 

Andrew, 

Francis  W, 
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H«  WM  s  graduate  of  Harfard  GollefB;  but  bodOj  *  •      ^ 

him  from  aeave  parsnitt,  though  he  was  a  ichoofanaater  Ibr  a  nert  tan. 


The  manner  of  his  death  was  rwy  peculiar;  he  haTing  died  in  «)aM>VM"^ 
an  iUnees  produced  by  a  dread  of  the  onaUpox.  He  d.  Mar.  10, 1760.  Di 
widow  d.  Oct.  10, 1766. 


27-44  Wmiam,  b.  iCay    8, 1748;  d.  Nov.  19, 1776. 

45  John,       „  May  31,  1760;  „    July  28,  1760. 

46  Marv,       „  Oct  26,  1762;  m.  Walker,  of  Bindge. 

47  Sarah,      „  Nov.    7,  1767 ;  d.  «.p. 

48  Samuel,    „  Dec  16,  1769 ;  „    Oct  22,  1762. 

49  Martha,  ,>    «•!'• 


26-36 

36-60 
61 
62 
68 
64 
66 
66 
67 
68 
69 
60 
61 

26-37 
37-62 
63 


26-41 

41-64 

66 

66 

67 


Elizabeth  C, 
Stephen, 
Samuel,   ) 
William,  5 
Francis, 
John, 


Stbphen  Wsitmobb  m.  Mary  Whittemore,  July  14,  1763,  lad 
had- 

b.  May  19,  1764 ;  m.  John  Springer. 
„  S^  16,  1766 ;  d.,  9.  p.,  1787. 

„  June  11,  1768. 

„  Mar.  19,  1770 ;   „     „     July  22, 1796. 

„  Nov.  26,  1771 ;  atill  Uving  (1866). 
Jonathan  Wina,  „  Aug.  22, 1773 ;  m.  Mary  Rogers. 
Benjamin,  „  July  12,  1776;   „  Elizabeth  Temple. 

Mary,  „  Oct  26,  1777. 

Bhoda,  ...Feb.    9^1779. 

Sarah,  „  Oct  12,  1782. 

Andrew,  „  Sept  16, 1786 ;  d.  Oct  1,  1786. 

He  d.  Oct  16, 1816. 

Fbancis  Whitmobb,  3d,  m. ,  and  had  — 

Elizabeth  Sanders,  bapt  Oct  13,  1766;  d.  Aug.  22,  1777. 
Francis,  „    Aug.   2,  1767  ;  „  Aug.  14,  1820. 

He  remored  to  Boeton,and  with  him  the  name  departed  fkom  MedM; 
within  a  year  or  two,  one  of  the  name  has  ooeaaioQaUy  ratfakd  than;  bat 
now  he  alw  liaa  gone. 

John  WniTMonE  m.  Huldah  Crooker,  Apr.  12, 1781 ;  and  had— 
William  D.,  b.  Nov.    3,  1781. 


Mary, 
John, 


„  July  19,  1783 ;  d.   July  7,  1792. 
July    6,  1786. 


68 

69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
76 


26-43 

43-76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 


Huldah  R.,    „  Dec.  14,  1787. 

Thomas,         „  Oct   17,  1789 ;  m.  ^  ^^^^^P^*  ^*''^'  ^* 


Isaiah  C, 

Gamaliel, 

Swanton, 

Creighton, 

Angeline, 

Elizabeth, 

Almira, 


„  Feb.  21,  1792. 

„  Feb.     8,  1794. 

„  Feb.  14,  1796. 

„  Mar.  19,  1799. 

„  Nov.  14,  1801;    „  J.  C.  Humphreys. 

„  July  31,  1803 ;    „  Levi  Gould,  and  d.  1849. 

„  Feb.  14,  1807 ;    „  John  Lovey. 


Jo/^y?     n/h^y/-^ 


^?yfOy^^ 


And&sw  Whitmore  m.  Lucy  Couillard,  and  had 

James  C,       b.  Jan.  19,  1787. 

William  H.,  „  Sept  10,  1788. 

Merrill,  „  Feb.  20,  1792;  d.,  *./;.,  1813. 

Elizabeth  C,  „  Apr.  18,  1794. 

Sophia  F.,      „  Oct     9,  1803. 

Louisa,  „  Oct   10,  1806. 
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16-65 
55-82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 


90 


11-64 


64-91 
92 
93 
94 


41-66 

66-95 
96 
97 

41-69 
69-98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 

S4-92 
92-111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 


JoHK  Wbitmosb  m.  Sarah  McLellan,  and  had  — 

Amherst,         b.  Sept.  18,  1805. 

Philena,  „  May    2,  1807. 

John,  „  Jan.  29,  1809. 

Hannah  S.,      „  Sept.  16,  1810. 

Nathaniel  M.,  „  Oct     1,  1812. 

Stephen,  „  May    9,  1814. 

Sarah,  „  Jan.    9,  1816. 

Chadboume^    „  Oct     4,  1818. 

Samuel,  „  Feb.  15,  1820. 

William  D.  Whitmo&b  m.  Rhoda  Woodward,  Jan.  20, 1805,  and 

had  — 
Charles,       b.  Dec,  19,  1805 ;    d.  Mar.  24,  1807. 
Charles  O.,  „  Nov.    2,  1807. 
Martha,       „  May    9,  1810 ;   „  Not.  3,  1814. 
Hnldah,       „  Aug.   1,  1812 ;  m.  W.  Q.  Baitows. 

He  d.  1819. 

John  Whitmo&b  m.  Mary  Wheder;  and  d.  Feb.  30,  1818.    He 

bad- 
Abigail,        b.  Jan.,        1813. 
GUbertD.,    „  Aug.  17,  1815. 
Mary  Anne,,,  Dec,       1817. 

Isaiah  C.  Whitmohb  m.  Elizabeth  Ann  Culyer,  and  had  — 

Mary  E.,      b.  June  23,  1823 ;  d.  Aug.   8,  1848. 

Frederic  H.,  „  Dec.    8,  1824 ;  m.  Mary  E.  Curtifls,  Oct  21, 1848. 

William  P.,  „  June  28,  1827. 

Virginia,       „  Nov.  15,  1828. 

^^st&h  C,  >       Tji^K    «,    10QA .  ^  d.  June  27,  1839. 

Edward,   i  "  ^^^-  21.  1830;  J  ^^   j^  ^^j  ^gg^^ 


„  Nov.  14,  1831 ; 
Julia  Ann.,  „  Feb.  24,  1834 ; 
Henry,  „  Nov.  30,  1836. 

Edward  C,  „  June  12,  1840; 
Edwin,  „  Apr.  5,  1842. 
Azelia,  „  Jime    6,  1844. 

Franklin  O.  „  Sept   8,  1846. 


Apr. 
May 


9,  1842. 
1,  1835. 


Oct     1,  1841. 


Chablbs  O.  Whitmobb  m.  Lovice  Ayres,  and  had  — 
Charles  J.,     b.  Apr.  27,  1834. 
William  H.,  „  Sept   6,  1836. 
Martha  H.,     „  Sept   5,  1838. 
Anna  L.,        „  Sept  16,  1840. 
Charlotte  R.,  „  Mar.    9,  1843. 
Creighton,      „  Dec.  16,  1845 ;  d.  Apr.  25,  1848. 
His  wife  dying  Sept  27,  1849,  he  m.,  2d,  Oct  30,  1851,  Mary 
E.  Blake,  widow  of  George  Blake,  Jun.,  of  Boston,  who  has 
by  her  first  husband  two  daughters. 


1  WIER,  ELEAZER,  and  Catharine,  had  — 

1-  2    Elizabeth,  b.  July  11,  1696. 
3    Susanna,    „  May    8,  1699. 
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4  EUot,  b.  May  16,  1701. 
6  Prudence,  „  May  18,  1703. 
6    Catharine,  „  Mar.  16,  1706. 


1  WILD,  SILAS,  of  Braintree,  was  b.  Mar.  8;  1736.    He  m.,  1st, 

Ruth  Thayer,  who  d.  Dec  29,  1793 ;  leaving  — 
Sarah. 
Jonathan. 

1-2    SS''-'''^^''"''''' 

He  m.,  2d,  Sarah  Kingman,  of  Weymouth.    He  d.  Sept  SO, 
1807. 

1-  2  '      SiLAB  Wild  m.,  1st.  AbigaU  Wild,  who  was  b.  Feb.  4, 1761,  and 

d.  Jan.  8,  1803  ;  leaving  children :  — 

2-  3    Silas,  b..  Jan.  23,  1787.  ] 

James  T. 
Abigail. 
EUzabeth  A. 
Mary  C. 
Alden. 
Lydia. 

WasMngton.  ) 
Adams.  J 

He  m.,  2d,  Mrs.  Deborah  (Noyes)  Hayden,  who  d.  Sept.  l^  "^^ 
1845,  aged  91.    He  d.  Oct  12,  1828. 

2-  3  Silas  Wild  m.  Ruth  Reed,  of  Braintree,  Mar.  19,  1812,  who  yr      ** 

b.  Dec.  1,  1785.    He  had  — 
.Abigail,  b.  June  17,  1814. 

3-  4     George  W.,     „  Aug.  29,  1816. 
6    Silas  F.,  „  Aug.  24,  1818. 

Jonathan  S.,   „  Apr.  29,  1820 ;  d.  Sept.  18.  1820. 
Elizabeth  R.,  „  Aug.  14.  1821 ;  m.  Alfred  Odiome,  Apr.  1, 18 
Mary  P.,         „  Mar.    7,  1823. 
6    Henry  M.,       „  Dec.  26,  1825. 

Ellen  R.,         „  Oct  18,  1828  ;    „  Elijah  Sampson,  of  Duxbur^:::      y* 
Ann  J.,    -       „  July    7,  1833. 
He  moved  to  Medford  in  1832. 

3-  4  Geobob  W.  Wild  m.  Elizabeth  M.  Otis,  June  3,  1840,  who  W5- ^ 

b.,  Aug.  31,  1818,  in  Exeter,  N.H.     No  issue. 

3-  5  Silas  F.  Wild  m.  Lucy  D.  Smith,  Oct  26,  1843,  who  was  "         ^' 

July  11,  1819.     Child:  — 
Emma  Warren,  b.  Feb.  17,  1845. 

3-  6  Hbnby  M.  Wild  m.  Caroline  S.  Bean,  Oct  22,  1850,  who 

b.  in  Durham,  Nov.  16,  1822.     Child  :  — 
Henry  F.,  b.  June  4,  1853. 


1  WILLIS,  GEORGE,  was  freeman.  May  2,  1638,  then  living  m^^ 

Cambridge  with  wife  Jane.  In  a  petition  to  Andros,  1688,  1b- ^ 
states  his  age  to  be  86,  and  that  he  had  lived  in  Cambridge  nem^ 
sixty  years.    He  d.  1690,  aged  c.  90.    His  children  were  — 

1-  2    Thomas,    b.  Dec.  28,  1638. 

3     Stephen,     „  Oct   14,  1644.  • 

1-  2  Thoslas  Willis  m.  Grace ,  who  d.  Jan.  23,  1716.    He  live^^ 

first  in  Billerica,  where  he  had  three  or  four  children.     H^ 
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moTed  afterwards  to  Medford.  In  1708,  he  conreyed  to  his  son 
Stephen  land  and  housen  by  the  Mill  Creek,  in  Boston.  He  d. 
Aug.  14,  1725.    His  children  b.  in  Medi'ord  were —  • 

2-  4    Elizabeth,  b.  Oct.  19.  1673. 
6    Jane,      ^    „  Apr.    9,  1677. 

6  Stephen,     „  Nov.  16,  1679. 

7  Mary,         „  Mar.    1,  1682. 

8  William,    „  July    7,  1686. 

1-  3  Stephen  Willis  lived  in  Braintrce;  moved  to  Medford  1678,  in 

which  year  he  sold  Caleb  Hobart,  of  Braintree,  a  piece  of  land 

in  that  town.    He  m.  Hannah ,  who  d.  Mar.  22, 1732,  aged 

81.    He  d.  July  29,  1718.    Children  were  — 

3-  9    Abigail,        b.  Oct     3,  1677  ;  m.  Wm.  Patten,  May  3,  1701. 

10  .Thomas,       „  Sept.  19,  1679;  d.  May  16,  1731. 

C  Rebecca  Tufts,  Apr.  17, 1717, 

11  John,  „  Aug.    6,  1681;  m.  ^who  d.  Aug.  21,  1747,  aged 

^64.    He  d.  Aug.  8,  1756. 
?  1st,  Dorothy  Wade,  Oct.  17, 

12  Jonathan,      „  Feb.  23,1684;   „    ^  1706;  2d,  widow  Mary  EUot, 

(  1726.  He  d. «.  p.,  Sept,  1749. 
(Ruth    Bradshaw,  Feb.    10, 

13  Benjamin,     „  Oct  30,  1686;  „    <  1714,  who  d.  Feb.  19,  1752. 

(  He  d.  Feb.  3,  1767. 

14  Hannah,       „  1688 ;  „  Peter  Seccomb. 

15  Mary,  „  July  15,  1690 ;  „  Benj.  Parker,  Apr.  22,  1714. 

16  Stephen. 

17  Rebecca,  „  Thomas  Seccomb. 

2-  6  Stephbx  Willis  m.  Susanna ,  and  d.  Mar.  15,  1718.    She 

d.  Mar.  12,  1742.    His  children  were  — 

6-18  Susanna,  b.  Nov.  13,  1699  ;  d.  Nov.    8,  1700. 

19  Deborah,  „  June  27,  1701 ;  „  July  15,  1718. 

20  Eliot,  „  Aug.  13,  1702 ;  „  Jan.   21,  1705.                      , 

21  Patience,  „  Dec.  26,  1708. 

22  Mary,  „  Apr.  18,  1710. 

23  Stephen,  „  Oct  22,  1712. 

24  Jonathan,  „  Mar.  24,  1714;  „  Oct  19,  1714. 

25  Mary,  „  Jan.  29,  1716;  „  May  18,  1736. 

2-  8         William  Willis  In.  Rebecca ,  who  d.  Sept  30,  1754,  a^ 

63.    He  d.  Aug  27,  1754,' aged  60,  and  had  — 
8-26    Thomas,  b.  Aug.,  1710 ;  d.  young. 

Stephen  Willis  possibly  (6-23)  m.  Elizabeth  Bradshaw,  Nov.  12, 
1741,  and  had  — 

27  Stephen,      b.  Aug.  19,  1742. 

28  Hannah,       „  Nov.  27,  1743. 

29  Elizabeth,     „  Aug.  29,  1745. 

30  John,  „  Sept  17.  1747. 
81    Mercy.         „  Feb.     7,  1760. 

32  Susanna,      „  June  21,  1763. 

33  Mary,  „  Sept    6,  1766. 

A  Captain  Stephen  Mills,  possibly  same  as  above,  had  by  wife 
Mary,  son  (34)  Stephen,  b.  Nov.  20,  1768. 

26  John  Willis,  probably  a  near  relative  of  Thomas  (2)  and  Stephen 

(3),  m.  Esther,  or  Hester ,  and  had  — 

35-36    John,        b.  Sept   5,  1694 ;  d.  Oct  10,  1694. 
37     Andrew,  „  Sept  30.  1696. 
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38    Erther.     b.  Fob.  16. 1703  ;  {  ^^^^  H-^-"^  «*  I-«--' 

89    Thomas,    „  Mar.    4,  1705. 

3-11  ?        John,  posbihly  same  as  (3-1 1),  and  Mary  Willis,  hid  daa.  Miry, 
d.  Feb.  3,  1719,  aged  5. 

Mary,  M-ife  of  John  Willis,  d.  Feb.  12,  1716,  aged  27  yean  10 

months. 

The  foregoing  are  all  that  can  be  found  on  our  Medlbrd  records :  bat  ttmt 
are  two  branches  probably  connected,  which  I  desire  to  zvccnd. 

Benjamin  Willis  m.  Ann  Gammell,  of  Medford,  and  was  proba- 
bly connected  with  the  Medford  branch ;  yenr  likely  as  ion  of 
Benjamin  (13).    He  was  killed  at  Louisbuig,  feaying  a  son,— 

Benjamin,  b.  Jan.  10,  1743,  who  m.  Mary  Ball,  of  CharlestowB, 

Oct.  3,  1766,  and  had  — 

'R^..;.^;^       K  TLfo,         iTAfl .  I  &^er  of  Hon.  William  Willii, 
Benjamin,      b.  Mar.,       1768;  J  of  Portland. 

Mary,  „  Dec  13,  1774. 

Ann,  „  Aug.  24,  1778. 

Elizabeth  B.,  „  June  27,  1782. 
Robert  B.,      „  Mar.  16,  1784. 

Hon.  William  Willis  has  kindly  ftimlshed  me  with  theee  fketa,  aad  is  bttlff 
informed  on  the  genealogy  of  the  ikmily  than  any  person  now  liTing.  Di 
antiquarian  taste  has  found  this  a  welcome  field  for  research. 

Chables  Willis,  in  all  probability  a  brother  of  the  foremontioned 

Benjamin,  m.  Anna  Ingols,  1727,  and  had  — 
Charles,  b.  Aug.  21,  1728. 
Anna,     „  Dec.  29,  1731. 

Chables  Willis,  jun.,  m.  Abigail  Belknap,  gr.-dau.  of  Ber.  John 

Bailey,  of  Watertown,  and  had  — 
Charles. 

Nathaniel,  b.  1760;  d.  1832. 
Abigail,  m.  Isaac  Collins. 

Of  these,  — 

Nathaniel  Willis  m.  Lucy  Douglass,  of  New  London,  and  had — 

Andrew,  d.  young. 

Nathaniel,  b.  June    6,  1780. 

Rebecca,     „  1782 ;  m.  Samuel  Richards. 

He  m.,  2d,  Marj-  Cartm.cll,  and  had  — 
Sarah,  m.  Judge  Easton,  of  La. 

Mary,  „   McDonald. 

Eliza,  „    D.  R.  Ferguson. 

Catharine,      „   Carpenter. 

Madeline,       „    Hiram  Still. 

James  M. 

Henry  C. 

Matilda. 

Julian  p.,  deceased. 

The  oldest  son,  Nathaniel,  is  the  well-known  publisher  in  Bos- 
ton.    He  m.,  July  22,  1803,  Hannah  Parker,  who  was  b.  Jan. 
28,  1782,  and  d.Mar.  21,  1844.     Their  children  were  — 
Lucy  D.,  b.  May   11,  1804  ;  m.  J.  F.  Bumstead. 

fist,  Oct.  1,  1835,  M. 

Natlianicl  Parker,  tlic  weU-known  au-        I  f^f*  ^^^r^^?''  ^* 

tlior,  b.  Jan.   20,  1806 ;  "  i  Jf  ^   \  ^fk^r  ^T""""^ 

*  *        I  Oct.  1,  1846,  who  was 

(.b.  Mar.  19,  1826. 
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Louisa  H.,  b.  May  11.  1807. 

Julia  D.,  „  Feb.  28,  1809. 

(  Charles  H.  El- 
Sarah  P.  (Fanny  Fcru),,  July     9,  1811 ;  m.  ^  dridge,     May     4, 

(  1837. 

Mary  P..  ..  Nov.  28.  1813  ;    ..    {  i^^83u'^'^ 

Edward  P.,  ,,  July  23,  1816  ;  d.,  unm.,Mar.  22,  1853. 

Richard  Storrs,  „  Feb.  10,  1819  ;  m.  j  g^igsf  "^^  ^^^ 

(  C.  F.  Dennet,  June 
Ellen  H.,  „  Sept  23.  1821 ;    „   }  12,   1843,    and   d. 

I  Feb.  6,  1844. 

1  WYMAN,  JAMES,  of  Mcdford,  was  b.  in  Wobum,  Sept.  28, 

1 726.  His  father  was  Joshua  Wyman,  by  his  wife  Mary  Pollard. 
Joshua  was  fifth  son  of  William  Wyman,  by  his  wife  Prudence 
Putnam ;  was  b.  Jon.  3,  1693,  and  d.  c,  1770.  William  W. 
was  second  son  of  Francis  W.,  of  Woburn,  who  came  here  at 
an  early  date,  and  m.,  2d,  Abigail  Head.  William  was  b.  1656. 
His  Oeithcr,  Francis,  d.  Nov.  28,  1699,  aged  c.  82.  James 
Wyman,  of  Medford,  m.  Susanna  Cutter,  Mar.  18,  1756,  who 
d.,  aged  38,  May  12,  1772.  He  d.  Oct.  26,  1813.  Children 
were  — 

1-  2    Jame..      b.  Jan.  21.  1767  ;  m..  j  ^«.j  Mchitable ;  2d.  Mary 

3  William,  „  Dec.     7,  1760 ;   „   Mary  Wheeler. 

4  Joshua,      „  Jan.    13,1765;   „   Susanna  Francis. 

6    Susanna,   „  May     1,  1767 ;   „  Joseph  M.  Sanderson. 
6    Zacchcus,  „  Nov.  10,  1769  ;   „  Abigail  Brooks. 

m.  William  Tufts. 

„  Samuel  Wakefield,  Jan.  2,  1749. 

„  Ruth  Wright,  June  4,  1744. 

„  Elizabeth  Brooks,  May  18,  1787. 

„  Caleb  Brooks,  2d,  Nov.  20,  1800. 

„  Susanna  Cutter. 

„  Ruth  Fcroll,  Mar.  15,  1781. 

„  Mary  Wyman,  Nov.  15,  1781. 

„  Mary  Dalton,  Nov.  13,  1790. 

„  Hannah  Wheeler.  July  7,  1821. 

„  Ruhama  Richardson,  Feb.  26, 1765. 

„  Sarah  Mansfield. 
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ADDEND  A. 


All  the  dates  of  births,  &c.,  recorded  in  the  first  Tolume  of  the  town-records, 
being  all  previous  to  the  year  1718,  have  been  incorporated  in  the  preceding 
Bcgistcr.  The  second  volume,  covering  the  period  between  the  years  1718 
and  1809,  contains  many  dates  of  which  the  Hmits  of  this  work  forbid  the 
insertion. 

For  the  assistance  of  any  who  may  have  traced  their  genealogy  to  a  Medford 
stock,  a  list  is  here  iiLserted  of  the  names  not  previously  mentioned,  which 
are  to  be  found  in  the  second  volume  of  the  town-records,  and  the  dates  of  their 
appearance  thereon. 

Adams,  1757  ;  AUen,  1757  ;  Andriessc,  1799  ;  Attwood,  1718  ;  Auld,  1760; 
Austin,  1752. 

Bacon,  1749 ;  BaUey,  1806  ;  Ballard,  1721 :  Binford,  1757 ;  Blodgett,  1752; 
Blunt,  1748 ;  Bout  well,  1753 ;  Bradish,  1745  ;  Brattle,  1747 ;  Bucknami 
1766;  Budge,  1702;  Burdit,  1761;  Burns,  1751;  Bushby,  1735;  Butterfidd, 
1785. 

Calif,  1750;  Chadwick,  1756;  Cook,  1757;  CoiLsins,  1755;  Crease,  1767; 
Crowcll,  1752. 

Davis.  1804;  BegruOia,  1744;  Dexter,  1767;  Dill,  1734;  Dixon,  17^: 
Dodge,  1749;  Duraiit,  1787. 

Earl,  1781;  Eastcrbrook,  1787;  Eaton,  1755;  Edwards,  1753;  Erwin, 
1752. 

Farrington,  17.'<8 ;  Faulkner,  1701;  Fcssendcn,  1785;  Fitch,  1785;  Floyd, 
1750;  Fowlc,  1752;  French,  1755. 

Gait,  1757;  Gardner,  1721;  Garret,  1732;  Giles,  1719;  Gill,  1738; 
Goddard,  1745;  Gowen,  1773;  Grace,  1779;  Greatton,  1718;  Green,  17S5. 

Ilosmer,  1746;  Hunt,  1751. 

Kendall,  1752  ;  Kettle,  or  Kettcll,  1740. 

Lathe,  Kiithc,  and  Leathe,  1738  ;  Learned,  1793;  Lc  Basquct,  1781. 

Mack,  1790;  Mallard,  1753;  Manstield,  1759;  May,  1759;  MacCarthy, 
1747;  MacClinton,  1750;  Mead,  1757;  Melendy,  1732;  Morrill,  1732. 

Newell,  1767  ;  Newhall,  1751 ;  Nutting,  1729. 

Oakes,  1721-75. 

Page.  1747;  Pain,  1767;  Parker,  1754;  PenhaUow,  1767;  Polly,  1748; 
Poole,  1732;  Powers,  1797;  Pratt,  1791. 

Rand,  1789  ;  Heed.  1755  ;  Kiehardson,  1796 ;  Bobbins,  1765  |  Rouse,  1770; 
RumrU,  1750;  Rushby,  1735;  Russul,  1733. 
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Sables,  1758;  Sargent,  1716;  Scolly.  1733;  Semcr,  1719;  Simondfl,  1773 ; 
Souther,  1747;  Spraguc,  1763;  Stocker,  1763;  Storer,  1748. 

Tebodo,  1767;  Ted,  1760;  Tidd,  1746;  Tilton,  1764;  TompBon,  1718; 
Trowbridge,  1787;  Turner,  1729;  Tuttle,  1729;  Tyzick,  1785. 

Wait,  1725  ;  Waite,  1785  ;  Wokeacld.  1751 ;  Walker.  1779 ;  Ward,  1718 ; 
Waters,  1721 ;  Watson,  1729 ;  White,  1749  ;  Whitney,  1768 ;  William,  1762 ; 
Williston,  1769;  Winship,  1772;  Witherston,  1798;  Wright,  1795. 

As  to  the  strangers  who  are  mentioned  on  our  records,  I  find  that  Adrian 
Lubert  Andricsse,  of  Bataria,  was  born  in  Boston,  Feb.  9,  1799,  and  baptized 
at  Medford,  July  7,  1805.  Charles  Dabney's  child,  which  Mr.  Albree  had  to 
nurse,  was  baptized  July  4,  1742,  and  named  Charles. 

Of  those  not  of  American  birth  or  parentage,  I  find,  besides  the  slaves  and 
their  children,  that  Jacob  Auld,  one  of  the  '*  Scotch-Irish,"  had,  by  wife  Ann« 
a  daughter,  Margaret,  bom  Mar.  19,  1750. 

There  seems  to  have  been  some  Irish  families  as  early  as  1745 ;  but  these 
are  named  in  the  foregoing  list 

There  remains  one  class  of  unwilling  settlers  in  our  town,  —  the  Acadians ; 
or  French  Neutrals,  as  they  are  called  on  our  records.  Of  these  exiles  from 
Grand  Pr6,  three  are  mentioned  on  the  records,  as  follows :  — 

ExTNiCE,  wife  of  John  DEOBrsHA,  was  bapt  Feb.  12,  1744. 

John  Lb  Bosquet,  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  had  — 

Joseph,       b.  Jan.  12,  1781. 

Rebecca,     „  Jan.  19,  1783. 

John  Tbbodo  had,  by  Ann  his  wife,  — 

Ann,  b.  July    4,  1757. 

Elizabeth,  „  Nov.    1,  1759. 

Joseph,       „  Feb.  24,  1762. 

The  name  of  Le  Bosquet,  preserved  in  recollection  by  the  Le  Bosquet 
House,  has  been  corrupted  into  Burkit, 

Of  the  others,  I  know  not  whether  they  removed  from  town,  or  whether 
any  descendants  yet  remain. 
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8«miMl  Cmdock  was  clerk  of  Thiisleton,  not  elder  of  Chapletoii. 

There  is  eTidcntlj  an  error  in  the  record  of  George  Blanchard*s  death.    The  dati 

probably  refen  to  hii  fkther,  or  other  relattTe. 
Thomas  Brooks  had  lot  assigned  1634,  not  1681. 

Hani^b,  second  wife  of  Caleb  Brooks  (No.  1-8),  was  bom  Harch  6, 1644. 
John  Hall  (No.  2-10)  married  Jemima,  daaghter  of  Captain  Joseph  SilL 
PerdTal  Hall  was  not  repreeentatiye  to  Prorincial  Congress,  as  he  died  twenty-two 
years  prerionsly. 

688.  Mr.  Sayage  declines  the  responsibility  of  more  than  the  early  part  of  the  reoord  of 
the  Royalls. 

688.  The  wife  of  Isaac  Royall  (No.  2-6)  was  burled  from  the  house  of  Dr.  OVtmt,  at 
Dorchester;  which  strengthens  the  probability  of  her  first  marriage.  He  had 
a  daughter  Elisabeth,  bom  1741 ;  died  July  9, 1747. 

688.  Colonel  Royall  (No.  5-11)  had  a  daaghter,  who  married  George  Erring,  of  Bocton. 
He  (Colonel  R.)  died  1781 ;  and  his  wife  died  1770. 

642.    Bey.  Zechariah  Symmes  had  twelve  children :  names  as  glyen  in  their  place. 

660.  There  is  no  probability,  considering  tlie  dates,  that  Jamee  (No.  246}  waa  soa  of 
Peter  (No.  1). 

666.    Lydia,  wife  of  Daniel  TnreU  (No.  1),  died  June  28, 1669. 

666.    Daniel  was  captain  1683,  not  1646. 

666.  Hezekiah  Usher  (No.  1)  married,  first,  Frances .  Hannah  (No.  6)  was  daugh- 
ter by  second  wife,  and  was  bom  Dec.  29, 1653.  He  married  his  second  wife, 
Noy.  2,  HJ52. 

666.  Hezekiah  (No.  1-2)  married  Bridget  Hoar,  1686,  and  had  no  children.  All  those 
under  that  reoord— vie.,  Nos.  15,  IG,  17  — belong  to  Hezekiah  No.  1. 

656.    John  Usher  married  tllizabeth  Slidgett,  not  SidgeU. 

658.  Jonathan  Wade  (No.  1)  had  Mary,  baptized  October,  1663,  who  married  Wil- 
liam Syinonds ;  also  daughter  Sarah.  Pmdence  (No.  5)  married,  second,  Rey. 
Seaborn  Cotton. 

658.  Jonathan  (No .  1-2)  had  Deborah,  baptized  March  24, 1667 ;  Pmdence,  June  6, 1669 ; 
Catharine,  Aug.  27,  1671,— died  soon;  Catharine,  June  22,  1678;  Susanna, 
June  10, 1C77;  Dorothy,  July  10, 1681 ;  all  before  Dudley  (No.  2-8). 

663.  Technically,  Bedford  was  a  precinct  of  Billerica  when  John  Whitmore  resided 
there. 

668.    I  am  authorized  to  say  that  John  Willis  was  very  probably  the  same  as  No.  3-11. 


Non.  —  The  compiler  desires  to  oflbr  hid  thanks  to  the  following  gentlemen  for  valuable  aid 
In  puntuing  his  investigations :  to  Dr.  Booth  and  Dean  Dudley,  Esq.,  for  the  Tupts;  to  Rev. 
A.  H.  Quint,  for  the  Halls;  to  T.  B.  Wyman,  jun.,  fbr  the  Wtmarb,  and  others;  and,  finally, 
to  Hon.  James  Savage,  for  very  many  facts  and  corrections  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
this  Register. 

Boiroir,  Oct.  8, 1856. 
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Hall,  36,  51,  52,  96,  158,  317,  351, 
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HUl,  36. 
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Norton,  74. 
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